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15 SPORTS9 England beat South Africa,
clinch Test series 3-1

NATION
Modi likely to attend

Brics Summit in China 

■ CITY... PAGE 2
TS struggles to attach

babus’ ill-gotten assets
■ CITY... PAGE 5

Pollution makes clouds
shine brighter

INSIDE

COUNTER POINT

Max: 33.8OC
Min: 24.5OC 
RH: 88%
R’fall: 0.2 mm

Forecast: Cloudy sky.
Thundershowers likely.

Max/Min temp. 33/24ºC

WEATHER

ASTROGUIDE
Hemalamba: Dakshinayana 

Thithi: Sravana Bahula
Padyami till 12.22 am

(Wednesday)
Star: Dhanishta till 4.51

am (Wednesday)
Varjyam: 7.44 am to

9.25 am
Durmuhurtam: 8.33 am to

9.24 am; 11.14 pm to
11.59 (midnight)

Rahukalam: 3 pm to
4.30 pm

HIJRI CALENDAR
Ziqaad 15,1438 AH

PRAYERS
Fajar: 4.52 am

Zohar: 12.32 pm
Asar: 4.49 pm

Maghrib: 6.52 pm
Isha: 8.04 pm

SUNSET TODAY 6.46 PM
SUNRISE TOMORROW 5.58 AM

MOONRISE TOMORROW 7.16 PM
MOONSET TODAY 6.14 AM

N. Korea says 
US will pay
Manila: The North

Korean state media on
Monday slammed the

latest round of 
UN sanctions and vowed

to exact “thousands-
fold” revenge against

the US. The UN Security
Council on Sunday unan-

imously adopted new
sanctions in response to 
Pyongyang’s long-range
ballistic missile tests on

July 4 and July 28.

■ Report on page 12

5 terrorists shot
dead at border
Srinagar: The Army on
Monday foiled a major
infiltration attempt by
militants to cross over

from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) into the

Machhil sector by killing
five ultras. “A major infil-
tration bid was foiled on

Monday in the Machhil
sector by alert troops,” a
defence spokesman said

here. He said five mili-
tants were killed in the

operation which was
going on when reports 

last came in.

■ Report on page 9

6 sacked Tripura
MLAs join BJP

Agartala: Six Tripura
MLAs, who were sacked

by the Trinamul and
voted for NDA nominee
Ram Nath Kovind in the
presidential election, on
Monday joined the BJP.

The six legislators, led by
former leader of the

opposition (Congress) in
the Tripura Assembly

Sudip Roy Burman, were
welcomed into the saf-

fron party by minister
Dharmendra Pradhan.

■ Report on Page 9
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The state government has
stopped recruitment of
staff till the proposed
amendment to the
Presidential Order scrap-
ping the zonal system is
cleared. The government
wants to introduce a two-
tier system by amending
the Presidential Order, in
place of the three-tier sys-
tem of government jobs
that is in place.

The government is in the
process of recruiting one
lakh employees, but has
now put it on hold.

Sources said amending the
Presidential Order was a
lengthy process. A senior
IAS officer who is
involved in the process
said recruiting staff with-
out securing the amend-
ment could create legal
problems in the future.

The state government
wants the recruitment to
be done at the state level

and the district level as
part of the proposed two-
tier system. The existing
three-tier system has a
zonal level which the gov-
ernment wants to elimi-
nate. 

The State Cabinet has
already approved amend-
ing the Presidential Order
and the government has
sent it to the Centre for

approval. After the Union
Cabinet clears it, the
Centre will send the pro-
posal to the President for
assent. The President will
then issue a communique
amending the Presidential
Order.

The total number of
vacancies in the state gov-
ernment is 1.06 lakh and
58,000 posts are to be filled
through direct recruit-
ment. The Telangana
Public Service Commis-
sion has issued several
notifications to recruit
staff, and is preparing to
issue some more to fill the
vacancies.

TS job mela after Prez order
■ New 2-tier system needs executive assentREFORM | HURDLE

SC bench to hear
Ayodhya land row

■ Dispute over Ram mandir, Babri masjid site

New Delhi, Aug. 7: The
Supreme Court has consti-
tuted a three-judge bench
headed by Justice Dipak
Misra to hear a batch of
petitions challenging the
Allahabad High Court ver-
dict in the Ayodhya land
dispute case from August
11.

The bench, whose other
members are Justices
Ashok Bhushan and
Abdul Nazeer, would adju-
dicate the dispute over
ownership of Ram temple-
Babri masjid land.

The Lucknow bench of
the Allahabad High Court
had in 2010 ruled a three-
way division of the disput-
ed 2.77 acres area at the
Ram Janmabhoomi-Babri
masjid site in Ayodhya.

The three-judge bench of
the High Court, by a 2:1
majority, had said the
land be partitioned equal-
ly among three parties —
the Sunni Waqf Board, the

Nirmohi Akhara and Ram
Lalla.

On July 21, a bench head-

ed by Chief Justice J.S.
Khehar had said that it
would soon take a decision
to list the matter for early
hearing.

The court’s remark had
come on a plea of BJP
leader Subramanian
Swamy who sought urgent
listing and hearing of the
matter.

Mr Swamy had said that
the main appeals against
the Allahabad High Court
order are pending for the
last seven years in the
apex court and these
required urgent hearing.

He had also said that a
separate petition had ear-
lier been filed by him seek-
ing enforcement of his
right to worship without
much hassle at the site.

The BJP leader had told
the court that he has been
allowed by the SC to inter-
vene in the matter and is
seeking expeditious dis-
posal of the cases. — PTI

RS test for Ahmed todayDC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

A criminal complaint
has been filed against
Legend Constructions,
which is building resi-
dential flats at Road No.
14, Banjara Hills, for dis-
charging water on to the
main road and damaging
the infrastructure. 

It has also been fined
`10 lakh, the highest fine
imposed by the corpora-
tion. Construction mate-
rial and pumps that were
flushing out water have
also been seized. The cor-
poration has also barred
the builder from further
construction.

■ Page 3: Mayor warns
builders

■ ■ TS wants recruitment to be done at the state
and district level as part of the proposed two-tier
system. The proposed three-tier system has a
zonal level which the state wants to eliminate.

Student, 19, dies
during abortion
PINTO DEEPAK | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Police have registered a
case against Sarangi
Madhu and Dr Girija Rani
for abetting an abortion in
the course of which the
pregnant woman died.

Malluri Harika, 19, from
Sangareddy district, a sec-
ond year engineering stu-
dent living in a hostel in
Vanasthalipuram, fell in
love with a distant rela-
tive, Sarangi Madhu, 21,
18 months ago. He appar-
ently proposed to her and
they began a physical
relationship.

A few days ago, they
found that Harika was
pregnant but as they were
not married and as their
families did not know
about the relationship,
they wanted to get rid of
the pregnancy. After mak-
ing enquiries in different
hospitals, they found

Anusha Clinic in Kamala-
nagar in Vanasthali-
puram, where Dr Girija
Rani agreed to perform
the abortion for `20,000.
Harika was admitted to
the hospital on Saturday
night and the abortion
was performed on Sun-
day. After the abortion,
Harika started bleeding
heavily and later slipped
into unconsciousness.

■ Page 8: Parents claim
boy was harassing the girl

■ Harika became
pregnant but as
the two were not
married and as
their parents did
not know of their
affair, they wanted
to get rid of the
pregnancy.

TIES FOREVER

School children tie rakhis on the wrist of Prime Minister Narendra Modi on Raksha
Bandhan, in New Delhi on Monday. — PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 7

Ahead of the crucial Rajya
Sabha elections in
Gujarat on Tuesday, both
the Congress and the BJP
are claiming to have the
numbers. There are three
Rajya Sabha vacancies
from Gujarat but there
are four candidates in the
fray — three from the BJP
and one from the
Congress.

From the BJP, party’s
national president Amit
Shah, Union minister
Smriti Irani and former
Congress MLA turned-
BJP-leader Balwantsinh

Rajput are in the race
while political secretary
to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi, Ahmed
Patel, is the Congress can-
didate seeking a fifth
term. As per the current
strength of the Gujarat
Assembly each candidate
requires a minimum of 45
votes to win.  With the
BJP having 121 seats out
of the 182 seats its two can-
didates Mr Shah and  Ms
Irani will win smoothly.
But it is going to be a con-
test between Mr Patel and
Mr Rajput.

■ Page 9: Ahmed
confident of winning

● The open ballot sys-
tem, introduced for the
RS elections in 2005, is
intended to prevent
cross-voting and cor-
ruption. The vote exer-
cised by the MLA, even
if it is across party lines,
will be valid.

MLA VOTE VALID
EVEN IF IT IS FOR
OTHER PARTY

■ REPORT ON PAGE 4

MONEY

KCR: Nations tried GST, failed
L. VENKAT RAM REDDY |
DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Chief Minister K. Chan-
drasekhar Rao said that
people were divided in
their views on the GST
slabs, because of which
the Centre was receiving
objections over a month
after it came into force.

He said that the success
of the GST would depend
on how well the concerns
were addressed by the
Centre. He said several
countries tried to imple-
ment the GST but had to
retract due to problems.

Mr Rao spoke about the
GST at a meeting held in
Pragathi Bhavan on
Monday. His comments
are significant against
the backdrop of his deci-
sion to approach the

Supreme Court to prevent
the imposition of GST on
the work contracts of pro-
jects launched prior to the
GST regime.

Mr Rao has been asking
the Centre to announce
exemptions or reduce the
GST rates applicable to
projects of public impor-

tance such as Mission
Bhagiratha, Mission
Kakatiya, the 2BHK hous-
ing scheme, irrigation
and power projects. He
has decided to write to
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on these issues and
adopt a legal course of
action based on the Prime

Minister’s response. Mr
Rao will hold a meeting
with high-level ministers
and officials, on Tuesday,
to discuss the impact of
GST on the work con-
tracts before he finalises
the contents of his letter
to Mr Modi.

On Sunday, Mr Rao dis-
cussed the issue with offi-
cials over the course of
several hours and esti-
mated that the TS govern-
ment would face an addi-
tional burden of nearly
`19,500 crore on account
of the imposition of GST
on ongoing projects.

Speaking about irriga-
tion, he said that there
was plenty of water avail-
able in the Godavari and
the Krishna, which, if
utilised properly, would
benefit both TS and
Andhra Pradesh.

MATTERS

New Delhi, Aug. 7: A
number of daily use
products ranging from
idli/dosa batter to
kitchen gas lighter may
cost less as the GST
Council is considering
lowering rates on these
items.

Meanwhile, SUVs, mid-

sized, large and luxury
cars that had become
cheaper after GST roll-
out on July 1 will cost
more as the GST Council
has approved a proposal
to hike cess on them to 25
per cent, from 15 per cent
now. — PTI

■ Report on Page 14

GST SET TO LOWER PRICES OF
MORE GOODS OF DAILY USE

LEGEND FINED
`10 LAKH FOR
DAMAGES

■ The Lucknow
bench of the
Allahabad High
Court, by a 2:1
majority, had said
the land be parti-
tioned equally
among three par-
ties — the Sunni
Waqf Board, the
Nirmohi Akhara and
Ram Lalla.

In a relief to cricketer
S. Sreesanth, the

Kerala High Court on
Monday lifted the life

ban imposed on him
by the BCCI in the

wake of the 2013 IPL
spot-fixing scandal.

THE CASE:
2013 May 16:

Rajasthan Royals
players S. Sreesanth,

Ajit Chandila and
Ankeet Chavan

arrested for their
alleged role in spot-

fixing and betting
scandal in the sixth

edition of the IPL.
All of them charged

under section 420
(cheating) and 120-B

(criminal conspiracy)
of the IPC.
May 17: The three
tainted players were
suspended by BCCI.
May 26: Sreesanth, 3
others sent to 2-day
police custody by Delhi
High Court.
May 28: S Sreesanth
sent to judicial custody.

HC LIFTS LIFE BAN ON SREESANTH 

Cricketer Sreesanth
leaves the Kerala High
Court after hearing the
verdict on Monday. — DC

■ Sreesanth moves fresh bail application before
a Delhi court after police invoked MCOCA
against him and others.
June 10: A Delhi court grants bail to all.
Feb. 19, 2017: Sreesanth moves HC against ban.

https://telegram.me/Estore33 https://telegram.me/AllEpapers
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The much-talked-about
Special Courts Act, 2016 of
the AP government, that
was allegedly brought in to
confiscate Opposition
leader Y.S. Jagan Mohan
Reddy’s assets, cannot actu-
ally be applied in his cases.

Legal experts and govern-
ment officials say it can be
used only in disproportion-
ate assets cases booked
under Section 13 (1) (e) of
the Prevention of Corrup-
tion Act, to confiscate prop-
erties of public servants. It
is not applicable to other
sections of the Prevention
of Corruption Act.

A senior legal expert of
the AP government, said,
“The Act has been notified
and it is ready for imple-
mentation. We have written

to the High Court to desig-
nate certain courts under
the Act. The Act is aimed at
speedy disposal of cases of
confiscation of properties of
corrupt officials involved in
disproportionate assets ca-
ses only under section 13(1)
(e) of the PC Act.”

After the Bill was passed
in the AP Legislative Ass-
embly, the finance and leg-
islative affairs minister,
Yanamala Ramakrishnudu,
had said that the Act will be
used to confiscate the
properties of Mr Reddy.

Mr Reddy is facing charges
of quid pro quo investments
in several cases. Even cases
against public servants like
IAS officers in Mr Reddy’s
case, are under section 9 of
the Prevention of Corrupt-
ion Act and other sections,
and the Special Courts Act
is not applicable here either. 

The allegation against Mr
Reddy is that he influenced
his father, late Chief Minis-
ter Dr Y.S. Rajasekhar Red-
dy, to favour certain compa-
nies and individuals, and
the latter in return invested
in Mr Reddy’s companies.
This does not constitute a
disproportionate assets
case. Advocates represent-
ing Mr Reddy said that even
other sections of the
Prevention of Corruption
Act are not applicable to
him as he was not a public
servant when the alleged
offence took place.

Section 13(1) has three con-
ditions: the accused should
own assets, which cannot
possibly be acquired by
their legal sources of
income; should be holding a
public office; be unable to
explain how they came to
own these assets. 

IN BRIEF

After I lost my
mother at a
tender age,

BJP became
my mother all

these years
— M. Venkaiah Naidu

Vice-President elect

K. Narayana says Centre wants to
dismiss LDF government in Kerala
by engineering political violence
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Chalo collectorate
on August 9

Hyderabad: Student leaders
of the Akhil Bharatiya Vidy-
arthi Parishad (ABVP) have

called for a chalo collectorate
on August 9, demanding res-
olution of the many pending

educational issues. They have
also demanded the closure of

corporate junior colleges
without affiliation in the state
and want the government to

look into the matter of stu-
dents studying in these

unrecognised private junior
colleges. Javvaji Dileep, sec-
retary ABVP said, “The state

is yet to release `4,000
crores reimbursement fees to
degree and engineering col-
leges. We want the pending

fees be released at the earli-
est. We also seek an increase

in mess reimbursement fees
from `1,500 to `3,000. If our
demands are not met we will

plan a chalo Secretariat.’’

HAJ HOUSE YET 
TO  PAY WATER

ARREARS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Haj House may face water
shortage due to the non-pay-
ment of water bills. Six months
ago— the HMWS&SB discon-
nected the supply as arrears
were not paid. The Haj camp
will begin on August 13 and
8,000 persons are expected to
stay at Haj House. 

“We have informed private
water tankers. Without water
we cannot conduct the camp,”
said an official of Telangana
State Haj Committee. State Haj
Committee officials had broug-
ht to the notice of the TS Wakf
Board which is incharge of pay-
ments such as water, electricity
etc about the problem. “They
have levied penalty on arrears
and we will settle it. It will be
done in a day or two,” said an
official of TS Wakf Board. 

KALOJI NARAYANA
VARSITY EXTENDS

JOINING DATE
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The Kaloji Narayana Rao
University of Health Sciences
has extended the joining date of
the first phase of allotments up
to 5 pm on August 9. 

The move came after several
represensations were made by
candidates and parents seeking
help in the extension of time
for joining the MBBS/BDS
courses after first phase of
allotments under the compe-
tent authority quota. 

Candidates have been
informed that they have been
provided with extension time
and will have to report on the
said date. However, if candi-
dates do not join the course and
college they are allotted to,
they will not be eligible to exer-
cise web-options in further
rounds of counselling for
admissions into MBBS/BDS
2017-18 as notified earlier.

TS struggles to attach
babus’ ill-gotten assets
U. SUDHAKAR 
REDDY | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The Telangana State,
which is struggling to
attach the properties of
corrupt officials, needs
stringent legislation on
the lines of Andhra
Pradesh, to confiscate
ill-gotten wealth instead
of just attachment of
the assets. The AP Spec-
ial Courts Act 2016 enab-
les the Anti-Corruption
Bureau (ACB) to file
pleas in the designated
courts for confiscation
of properties, where the
property can be put to
public use, or be auc-
tioned before the trial. 

In Telangana, ACB off-
icials still struggle with
the British-era Criminal
Law Amendment Ord-
inance 1944 to attach pr-
operties. Under this law,
property can be co-
nfiscated only after con-
viction of the accused,
which takes an average
of 10 years, till the trial
is over. Moreover, in the
case of attachment,
properties can be still
used by the accused.

In addition to the lack
of a Special Courts Act,
vigilance wings of vari-
ous government depart-
ments in Telangana
delay replying to the
requests of the Anti
Corruption Bureau to
issue authorisation for
filing pleas in ACB cou-
rts, seeking attachment
of properties of corrupt
officials, and per-
mission to prosecute.

A source in the TS
ACB said that in 2017,
around eight attachme-
nt orders were issued.
However, goir.telan-
gana.gov.in, the official
website of the Telang-
ana government, shows
that no government
order to this effect has
been issued in 2017.

The source said, “In
2016, we booked 12 DA
cases and in 2017 we
have booked around 10
DA cases so far. Attach-
ment orders have been
issued for eight cases so
far and are under proc-
ess in eight other cases.

We are awaiting autho-
risation from the depa-
rtments. We are yet to
send in six other cases.” 

In neighbouring AP, in
2017, according
goir.ap.gov.in, around 13
attachment orders were
issued by government
departments under the
Criminal Law Amendm-
ent ordinance 1944. AP
will soon start using the
Special Courts Act after
the High Court desig-
nates courts for the pur-
pose. In 2016, according
to the ACB, around 50
DA cases were booked
and this year, so far, 27
DA cases have been
booked in AP, though
attachments were not
done in all the cases. 

Legal experts and
police officials point to
not only the corrupt
babu-friendly attitude of
vigilance wings of vari-
ous government depart-
ments, but also to the
lack of a proper law in
Telangana to penalise
erring government offi-
cials.  

A senior police officer
said, “It is easy for the
Enforcement Director-
ate (ED) to attach
properties under the
Prevention of Money
Laundering Act. The
CBI usually transfers all
the cases to the ED for
attachment. State agen-
cies can also transfer
corruption cases to the
ED. However, the ED is

overburdened with the
number of cases and so
states have to find their
own way.” He said that
the Criminal Law
Amendment Act is com-
plicated, the procedure
difficult, and the
process cumbersome.
“TS needs an act similar
to the Special Courts
Act in AP, which is one
step ahead of attach-
ment where properties
can be confiscated pre-
trial,” he added. 

According to the
Special Courts Act 2016,
authorisation is needed
from the government for
filing plea for confisca-
tion. Special designated
courts can order confis-
cation and government
takes control of the
property and uses it for
public purpose or auc-
tions them.  

If the case ends in an
ultimate acquittal, the p-
roperty will be return-
ed, or the money from
the auction will be refu-
nded. But in attachment
under the PMLA or
Criminal Law Amend-
ment Ordinance 1944,
the properties can’t be
alienated and it will still
be in the possession of
the owner and can be
confiscated only after he
is convicted. 

Former IFS official
Padmanabha Reddy,
who has been fighting
for quicker prosecution
and attachment of prop-

erties in ACB cases, said
that there are cases
where the attachment
process has been pend-
ing for around 10 years. 

“Forum for Good Gove-
rnance has given a seri-
es of suggestions to the
government earlier wh-
ere we have asked for a
one-month cap for issu-
ing prosecution orders
and compulsory attach-
ment of properties in
DA cases till the case is
disposed of. The case
shall be disposed of in at
least three years against
the current average of
court trial of 10 to 15
years in ACB cases,” he
said. 

Describing the man-
ner in which cases are
delayed, Mr Reddy said,
“When the ACB seeks
prosecution, the section
officer submits a twisted
note, which results in
sending the case to the
Tribunal For Departm-
ental Proceedings ins-
tead of to the criminal
trial in the court. The
tribunal has neither a
legal officer nor sup-
porting staff. There are
cases which are pending
with the tribunal for the
past seven to eight
years. Command Area
D e ve l o p m e n t
Au t h o r i t y
Irrigation
engineers
form the
b i g g e s t
group booked.”

A file photo of ACB raids conducted at the residence of Dr M. Vijaya Gopal
assistant director drugs control administration government of Andhra Pradesh
at Municipal colony Malakpet in Hyderabad. —DC

■ British-era law allows confiscation only after conviction of accused 

DISPROPORTIONATE
ASSETS CASES WHERE
ATTACHMENT ORDERS
WERE ISSUED
AP - 2017

Kancharla Vijaya Sagar
Babu, deputy commis-

sioner of endowments;
Properties `3.69 cr.

Bangarupalem Tangavelu,
tonsurer, Kalyanakatta
Complex, Tirumala; prop-
erties worth `1.05 cr.

Mudusuru Narendra @ M.
Narendra Reddy, superin-
tendent, establishment
section (recruitment),
TTD, Tirupati: Properties
worth `98.49 lakh.

Dayam Peda Ranga
Rao, motor vehicles

inspector, Itchapuram;
Value of properties
unspecified.

Padarthi Venkata
Seshu Babu, executive

engineer, Nandyal;
Properties worth `1.38 cr.

Subhas Chandara
Patro, deputy executive

engineer, R&B,
Visakhapatnam:
Properties worth `3.85
crore

Chittiprolu Ramakoti
Lingeswara Rao, super-

intending engineer in Dr
Narla Tata Rao Thermal
Power Station,
Ibrahimpatnam:
Properties worth `94.94
lakh.

Chensani Venkata
Narayana Reddy, for-

merly CTO, border CT
Check Post, Itchapuram,
now CTO, Parvathipuram,
Vizianagaram district;
Value of properties
unspecified.

Mummana Rajeswara
Rao, deputy inspector

of survey, Urban Land
Ceiling, Maharanipeta,

Visakhapatnam;
Properties worth
`1.86 cr

Billa Sanjeevaiah, for-
mer sub-registrar,

Bheemunipatnam:
Unspecified amount as GO
is empty on goir.ap.gov.in.

Vangapandu Venkata
Satyanarayana, deputy

executive engineer,
municipal Corporation,
Eluru; Properties worth
`1.01 cr.

Vibhuthi Suresh, head
master, Salvation Army

Aided Primary School,
Kanaparthpadu; Nellore
district; properties worth
`92.47 lakh, orders can-
celled the same day

Mar 15

Apr. 27

May 8

May 22

May 27

June 12

Jun 19

July 6

DISPROPORTIONATE
ASSETS CASES
T S  A C B  2 0 1 6

Maloth Peer Singh,
deputy executive

engineer, Circle-XII, GHMC:
Assets `2 cr, MV `7 cr. 
April 4: Dugni
Venkateshwarlu, AMVI,
Medchal: `3 cr assets, MV
`6 cr

D. Janardhan
Mahesh, section offi-

cer, town planning, GHMC
Circle-18: `3 crore assets,
MV `6 cr

Dugni
Venkateshwarlu,

AMVI, Medchal: `3 cr asets;
MV `6 cr.

Velpula Krupadanam,
sanitary supervisor,

GHMC North Zone: `3 cr
assets.

C. Vijay Kumar, Tax,
inspector, Circle XIV,

GHMC: `1.5 cr assets, MV `5
cr.

M. Vijai Kumar,
director, boilers

department: `3 cr assets,
MV `12 cr.

A. Santosh Venu,
assistant city plan-

ner, town planning, GHMC
Khairatabad: `4 cr asets,
MV `10 cr.

Gujja Venkteshwar
Reddy, veterinary

assistant surgeon, veteri-
nary dispensary,
Kistareddypet: `2.25 cr
assets.

Madapa Narsimha
Reddy, bill collector,

GHMC taxation, Abids: `3 cr
assets, MV `6 crore.

Mar 3

Apr 6

Apr 20

May 5

May 10

June 6

Aug. 5

Sep. 20

Oct. 10

T E L A N G A N A 2 0 1 7

Mittakolla
Chandramouli,

mandal parishad
development officer,
Khanpur, Warangal
Urban: `1.23 cr assets,
MV `6 cr 

Jan. 11 Md. Gouse
Pasha, 

motor vehicle
inspector, 
Bhadradri,
Kothagudem: `3.45
cr assets, MV `10 cr

Feb. 7 Rachakonda Srinivasa Rao, sub-registrar, Kukatpally: `20
crore assets

June 13

Mohammad Yousuf, sub-registrar, Balanagar, 
Hyderabad: `4.5 cr assets

June 14

T.V. Ramesh Chandar Reddy, sub-registrar 
Medchal: `5 cr assets

June 15

April 7:
Bobbala

Mohan Reddy,
ASI,
Karimnagar:
`1.86 cr 
assets

Apr. 7

Gopu Sudhakar Reddy, assistant director,
mines and geology, Suryapet: `3.6 cr assets

July 7

2014 pertaining to
Guguloth Hamsa

Reddy, superintending 
engineer, R&B, Adilabad

July 28 2014 case pertaining to 
Engala Ramchander, town

planning building overseer, 
GHMC  Circle-3.

Apr. 21 2014 case pertaining to 
Padala Sathaiah, junior

accounts officer, northern 
discom, Nizamabad

July 12

ukkamula Venkanna, deputy chief inspector of
factories, Ranga Reddy: `3.25 cr assets

July 13 Yeddla
Gangadhar

Reddy, Dy. chief
inspector of facto-
ries, Hyderabad(R):
`3 cr assets

Bathina
Surender

Goud, assistant com-
mercial tax officer,
Jadcherla: `1.85 cr
assets

July 27

Aug. 4

DISPROPORTIONATE ASSETS CASES WHERE ATTACHMENT ORDERS WERE ISSUED IN 2016

NOTE: MV = MARKET VALUE AS ESTIMATED BY ACB
THE DATES MENTIONED ARE WHEN THE RAIDS WERE CONDUCTED.
IN SOME CASES, THE RAIDS WERE CONDUCTED ON THE OFFICIALS AND THE PREMISES OF THEIR FAMILY 
MEMBERS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The AP Crime Investigation Department
has attached properties worth `6,000
crore belonging to fraudulent companies
and individuals who duped depositors by
promising attractive schemes.

AP CID Additional DG Ch D Tirumala
Rao, said that since 2014 around `6,000
crore worth of properties have been
attached, whose market value is around
`10,000 crore. 

“Under Section 3 of the Andhra
Pradesh Protection of Depositors of
Financial Establishments Act, 1999, it is
a relatively less cumbersome process
than under the Criminal Law
Amendment Act of 1944 and we have
consistently followed up with the home
department which gave the orders with-
out delay," he said.

Apart from major cases like N-mart,
the Keshava Reddy school case, Abhayat
Gold , Gold Quest, Akashaya Gold, Avani
Gold, Bommarillu, VR chits, Siri Gold,
Agri Gold and SIMS, the CID has also
attached the properties in chit fund
frauds. The government's official web-
site, goir.telangana.gov.in revealed that
TS has attached properties in only a few
cases compared to AP. 

AP attaches `6K-cr assets of ‘shady’ firms
COMPANIES THAT DUPED DEPOSITORS

■ Agri Gold case, Hyderabad, unspecified amount
running into hundreds of crores of rupees

■ Grandhi Madhavi of
Kanyakaparameswari

Mutually Aided Cooperative
Urban Bank Limited in

Kukatpally. `3.25 cr

■ New Vision Foundation Nellore:
Defaulted `28.72 cr
■ Youth and Strength Christian
Social Welfare Association,
Nellore: Defaulted `4.42 cr
■ Heavenly Interdenominal
Mission (HIM) Trust, Agiripalli,
Krishna district: Defaulted 
` 72.85 crore
■ Sri Sai Ram Chits and Finance
Company, Kasibugga,
Srikakulam: Defaulted `78 lakh
■ Bommarillu Farms & Villas

■ Jagadamba Logistics and Infra Private
Limited, Central Crime Station
Hyderabad; `16 cr
■ Battula Vijaya Rani, Illegal chit 
case `15 lakh

AP CID ATTACHMENTS UNDER DEPOSITORS ACT

India Limited, Visakhapatnam; `95 cr
■ Siri Gold Farms & Estates Private
Limited, Nellore, `95 cr
■ N-Mart case- `126 cr
■ Keshava Reddy School case, Kurnool:
`750 cr
■ Abhaya Gold, Vijayawada: `221 cr
■ Gold Quest case: `110 cr
■ Akshaya Gold, Ongole: `335 cr
■ Avani Gold case: `19 cr
■ VR chits case: `33 cr
■ Agri gold case, Nellore: `3,966 cr
■ SIMS case, Visakhapatnam: `340 cr

Special Courts Act cannot
confiscate Jagan’s assets 

Mar 24

Mar 27

ACCORDING TO THE SPECIAL
COURTS ACT 2016, AUTHORI-
SATION IS NEEDED FROM THE
GOVERNMENT FOR FILING
PLEA FOR CONFISCATION.

TS CID attachments
under the Depositors Act

https://telegram.me/Estore33 https://telegram.me/AllEpapers
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Minimum
government,

maximum
governance is

the motto of
KCR

— K.T. Rama Rao
Minister
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OWNER’S PLIGHT

State owes crores
to Housing Board
■ Rent for government offices pile up 
COREENA SUARES I
DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Government bodies
owe crores of rupees
in rent to the state
Housing Board. These
government bodies
occupy Housing Board
buildings on either
side of MJ Road,
Nampally.

Way back on April 1,
2004, the government
had fixed the rent on
the basis of area of
the building, with a
provision to enhance
it every succeeding
year. 

The rent is fixed at
`21.43 per square feet,
said board commis-
sioner and vice-chair-
person Chitra
Ramachandran. 

Most departments
have not cleared their
arrears and have con-
tinued to default on
rent. Others are pay-
ing at the old rates.
The heads of the
offices have stated that
the funds allocated to
them are inadequate,
and they are not in a
position to pay the
enhanced rent.

“The board is facing
a financial crisis. It is
not in a position to pay
salaries and pensions.
Besides, there is an
income-tax liability of

`2,400 crore,” Ms
Ramachandran said.
The board has written
to the Chief Secretary
to release the funds,
she said.

Represenatives of Development and Welfare of the Blind (DWAB) School in Nalgonda met
Prime Minister Narendra Modi in New Delhi on Monday on the occasion of Raksha
Bandhan. School representatives Rajyalaxmi and Nagamani tied rakhis on the PM and
felicitated him with handloom khanduvas. The PM thanked them and promised to visit the
school when he comes to Nalgonda. — DC

Seven families get GHMC
toilets on Raksha Bandhan 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Inspired by the story of a
brother gifting his sister a
toilet in Kowkoor, the
GHMC, on the occasion of
Raksha Bandhan, allocated
toilets as gifts by seven
brothers in the Panjagutta
circle to their respective sis-
ters.

K. Satyanarayana, the
Deputy Commissioner of
Jubilee Hills, said that a
total of 68 toilets had been
built in areas, including
Shaikpet, Venkateshwara
Colony, Banjara Hills and
Jubilee Hills, at a cost of
`12,000 each, under Central
and state governments
schemes. 

The size of each toilet is
four by five feet and is
meant to be used by a single
family. A sewage connec-
tion, linked to the existing
pipeline, has been provided
by the GHMC.

“Of the 68 individual toi-
lets that were built by the
GHMC in Circle 10 B, seven
unused toilets were handed
over to the families to safe-
guard the dignity of
women. On the eve of
Raksha Bandhan, brothers
inaugurated the toilets in
the Panjagutta Bhobighat
and Singada Basthi areas,”
Mr Satyanarayana said.

Individual and communi-
ty toilets are being built as
part of the effort to make
the city open defecation-
free. 

Open defecation is a major
problem in areas such as
Gajula Rama Ram, Macha
Bollaram, Boudha Nagar,
Bansilalpet, Ramgopalpet,
Golkonda, Golnaka,
Sanathnagar, Borabanda,
Moosrambagh, Athapur,
Bharathnagar, Balanagar,
Boranda, and Hayathnagar,

due to the lack of public toi-
lets.

So far, the GHMC has iden-
tified 2034 households that
need individual toilets. 

The construction of 1,486
of these toilets has been
completed, and 548 are
pending. The completed toi-
lets have been geotagged in
order to prevent irregulari-
ties and encroachments. 

The government has also
approved the construction
of toilets for people who live
in illegal constructions on
nalas.

KAVITHA ASKS SISTERS TO GIFT 
HELMET TO THEIR BROTHERS 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

TRS MP Kavitha
Kalvakuntla gifted her
brother, K. Taraka Rama
Rao, the Minister for
Information Technology, a
helmet as part of a road
safety campaign. Many
sisters in Telangana fol-
lowed suit and gifted hel-
mets to their brothers on
the occasion of Raksha
Bandhan, on Monday.

K. Kavitha Rao, the
daughter of Chief
Minister K.
Chandrashekhar Rao,
urged sisters to gift hel-
mets to their brothers and
received an overwhelm-
ing response on social
media. Many boys in the
state took to social media
to post pictures of them-
selves receiving helmets
from their sisters while
being tied rakhis. K.
Kavitha Rao herself
shared a picture of her
gifting a helmet to K
Taraka Rama Rao.

Rahul Puttakokkula
from Nizamabad shared
his feelings on Twitter,
where he said, “I feel
blessed that my sister gift-
ed me a helmet on rakhi,
for my safety, after getting
inspired by K. Kavitha
Rao’s campaign. I am real-
ly thankful to Kavitha for
taking up such a good ini-
tiative to safeguard broth-
ers. It’s a very good idea,
my mother was very glad
that my sister gifted me a
helmet for my safety.”

K. Kavitha Rao launched
an online campaign called
Sisters for Change on the
occasion of her brother
K.T. Rama Rao’s birthday,
on July 20. 

The campaign has
received praise from polit-
ical leaders, actors and
sports personalities,
including Gautam
Gambhir, Saina Nehwal,
Gutta Jwala, Virender
Sehwag, Rahul Dev,
Priyadarshi, Nitin
Gadkari and Poonam
Mahajan.

Mayor warns builders
against illegal acts
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

A criminal complaint has
been filed against Legend
Constructions and the
firm was fined `10 lakh for
discharging water on the
main road. The com-
plainant was Hyderabad
Mayor, Bonthu
Rammohan. 

While commuting
through Road No: 14 in
Banjara Hills, he saw
workers discharging water
on to the road late at night.
Circle town planning and
engineering officers were
directed to inspect and
take action.

During the inspection, it
was found that the builders
were constructing ground
plus four floors with two
cellars, approved by the
GHMC. 

Water had accumulated
in the cellars and in order
to clear this, the workers
discharged the water on to
the main road which dam-
aged a road. The road had
been repaired only recent-

ly at a cost of `8 lakh.
Considering who the

complainant was, the
GHMC booked a criminal
case against the builders
and took other strong
actions.

The Hyderabad mayor
has warned builders, espe-
cially those releasing
water on to main roads,
that action will be taken
against them, including
booking of criminal cases.

THE TENANTS
■ AP State Social
Welfare Advisory

Board
■ AP & TS

Residential
Education Board

■ Inquiry com-
mission for STS
■ Gagan Vihar

Building
■ Groundwater

department
■ Wakf Tribunal
■ Chandra Vihar

Building

■ Vigilance and
Enforcement
■ TS Biodiversity
Education
■ Agricultural
and Processed
Food Products
Export
Development
Authority
■ Central Board
for Workers
Education
■ Manoranjan
building 
■ Gruhakalpa
building

A total of 68
toilets had
been built in

areas including
Shaikpet, Venkate-
shwara Colony,
Banjara Hills and
Jubilee Hills, at a cost
of `12,000 each, under
Central and state gov-
ernment schemes. 
— K. SATYANARAYANA, 

Deputy Commissioner

Row hits tree
translocation

Hyderabad: Local groups at
Neknampur have alleged that

10 trees translocated from
LB Nagar on Sunday were re-

planted at Ibrahim Cheruvu
by destroying the saplings
planted as part of Haritha

Haram last year.
Mr Sunil Chakravarthy, an IT
professional who got the 10
trees to the lake, said, “We

wanted to have some grown
trees in the area.”

“Why can’t the GHMC ensure
it has a good place to

replant the trees?. How can
they destroy saplings,” said

Ms Madhulika Chaudhary
who was instrumental in

planting over 2000 saplings
at the lake bund last year.

GHMC biodiversity head
,Damodar said, “We were not

informed about this translo-
cation process. It was per-

mitted by the forest depart-
ment and the tree protection
committee.” Permission had

been taken by SRDP officials.

https://telegram.me/Estore33 https://telegram.me/AllEpapers



TS will
prosper from
Pochampad

rejuvenation as
all agriculture
fields will get

more water
— Pocharam Srinivas

Reddy
TS minister

Ch Vidyasagar Rao launches 'Sisters
for Change' poster in Mumbai respo-
nding to MP K. Kavitha’s campaign
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IN BRIEF

GLOBAL WARMING

Pollution makes
clouds shine brighter
■Pollution from factories is pumping aerosols into the air
DONITA JOSE | DC
HYDERABAD AUG. 7

Have the clouds been
looking brighter than
usual? No thanks to pol-
lution. 

Scientists attribute
this phenomena to the
increasing amount of
polluting particles in
the air. For years, scien-
tists have been observ-
ing changes in the
clouds due to climate
change and the gradual
cloud ‘brightening’ is a
result of the same that
has been making spec-
tacular clouds in the
sky, especially in metros
and industrial areas
where the pollution
level is higher.

Scientists said that
pollution from factories
and cars has been
pumping aerosols into
the air which has been
combining with the
water in the clouds.
“More aerosols in the
atmosphere produces
smaller cloud droplets
with the availability of
the same amount of
water vapor,” said Dr
Arindam Chakraborty,
assistant professor of
Indian Institute of
Science, Bangalore.

He added that when
these smaller droplets
form a cloud, it all
together reflects more
of sunlight and thus we

have a whiter and
brighter cloud.
“Brighter clouds reflect
back sun6s radiation
into the space and have
a cooling effect to the
places right under it,”
explained Professor J
Srinivasan from
Divecha Centre for
Climate Change.

These aerosol-filled
clouds hang around for
a longer time in the
atmosphere, because
the droplets are split
into many and do not
bear enough wait to fall
as raindrops. “So
aerosols can impact the
rainfall levels, but as
they reflect back some
of the sun's rays. They
also have a cooling
effect,” said Professor G
Bala, faculty at Centre
of Atmospheric and
Oceanic Science.

But despite this reflec-
tive cover of aerosols,
why do cities feel hot-
ter? Professor Srinivas
explained, “The Co2 em-
itted from the indus-
tries is simultaneously
warming the surface so
we can't notice the cool-
ing effect of aerosols in
clouds. While cities that
pollute will have a shi-
eld of these reflective
brighter clouds, cleaner
cities may have to suffer
more heat caused by the
polluting cities carbon
emissions.”

Using sea water can
cool down the earth
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7 

To slow down carbon
dioxide from heating up
the earth, geo scientists
have proposed a new
engineering method to
manually brighten mari-
ne clouds in coastal
areas.

In a research by
University of Washin-
gton, scientists have pro-
posed to replicate the
effect that polluting
aerosols have on clouds
by using the sea water. 

The researchers pro-
posed this idea for coastal
areas with persistently
low hanging marine
clouds, which can easily
catch the salt from the
sea water. In order to take
the salt to the clouds, a
device that would make
the sea water sprinkle up
into the sky as micro
droplets would be placed
in the sea. The research
noted that the salt from
these microdroplets
would act as aerosols and
build brighter clouds.

Scientists have a mixed
response to this new tech-
nique. “The geo engineer-

ing has enormous amo-
unt of uncertainty as it
can alter the rainfall pat-
terns,” said Professor G
Bala of Centre of Atmo-
spheric and Ocea-nic
Sciences, IISC Bangalo-
re. The aerosol-filled
clouds always have the
uncertainty in terms of
the amount of rainfalls
they would bring to the
area. This new proposal
comes in chain with an
array of other proposals
to beat the climate
change with the earliest
being putting up mirrors
in the space to reflect the
sunlight.

“It is a dangerous to
experiment with the nat-
ure by not fully knowing
the consequences. Every
technology has unintend-
ed consequences,” said
retired Professor Babu
Rao of IICT.

“Modelling studies have
shown that once such
geoengineering is stop-
ped after the earth cools
down, the temperatures
would rise again. Thus, a
permanent solution
would be to reduce green-
house gas emission,” said
Dr Arindham from IISC.

Thomas Cook asked to
pay `1L compensation 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Famous travel aggregator
Thomas Cook was ordered
to pay `1 lakh as compen-
sation by the district con-
sumer forum of
Hyderabad to a senior offi-
cial from the Indian Army
for putting his life in dan-
ger in China. 

Brigadier Manoj Kumar
Maggo, who fought his
own case in the court, had
alleged that he would have
been arrested in China on
the charges of spying due
to the error made by
Thomas Cook in his travel
document.

The travel company by
mistake cancelled his tick-
et instead of his son's
reservation, forcing him
to travel between Shan-
ghai and Beijing in a bul-
let train in another per-
son’s name. The officer in
his complaint stated that
he was informed about
the wrongful cancellation
of his ticket only before
starting the five-hour-long
journey and had to go
through extreme fear of
being arrested by Chinese

officials for travelling on a
fake name and forged doc-
ument. 

He stated that he even
informed the designated
staff from the travel
group's side about it. But
the staff stated that she
was helpless. 

The officer said that he
narrowly escaped the
grievous consequences as
officials did not check the
documents during the
journey and afterwards.

The travel company stat-
ed that the tour was con-
ducted as per the itiner-
ary and none of the other
tour members had any
complaints. They said the
wrongful cancellation of
ticket was handled by an
overseas service provid-
ing company, ‘Top View
Holiday and Tours’, and
the error cannot be attrib-
uted to them. 

They stated that they
were simply an agent who
would ‘secure proper serv-
ices for the tour from
independent contractors
and service providers and
are not in control of over-
seas services.’ They added
that alternate arrange-

ments had been made
which would not have
jeopardized the officer's
journey.

The brigadier had also
raised a complaint that
when attempted to leave
the tour after the sad inci-
dent, the travel group did
not terminate the tour,
adding to his miseries.
Issues regarding the
accommodation were also
raised, where the com-
plainant demanded a full
refund of `2,09,625 of the
tour money and `8 lakh as
compensation.

The court observed that
the officer’s fear was ‘jus-
tified’ as defence person-
nel are often unknowingly
categorized as spies due to
unintentional errors. The
court also observed that
“just because travel was
concluded without any
unwarranted events or
any consequential dam-
age, the opposite party
cannot absolve them-
selves of any wrongdoing
and consequent damage
that may have arisen.” 

The court thus ordered
the travel company to pay
`1 lakh as compensation. 

Jalpally Tank, a centuries old water body is located at
Pahadisharef on RGI Airport road. — DC

Grabbers eye
Jalpally Tank
ASIF YAR KHAN | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

With encroachments in
full swing, the centuries-
old Jalpally Tank is the
latest water body in the
sights of land grabbers. 

Some influential per-
sons are dumping huge
boulders and blocks of
dismantled RCC slabs
into the tank from the
Wadi-e-Mustafa Colony
side. A new graveyard has
also come up in the FTL.

These are tactics long
adopted by organised
land grabber mafia,
opines Lubna Sarwath,
member, Save Our Urban
Lakes.

A road has been laid in
the tank to allow the
trucks to easily reach the
banks and dump con-
struction debris and boul-
ders so that it slowly fills
up. 

The land grabbers laid
the road in the FTL area
and ensured big land
parcels are encroached
upon, Ms Sarwath said.

The Jalpally municipal-
ity had earlier revealed
plans to convert the tank
into Mini Tank Bund
with all recreational facil-
ities. Residents of
Jalpally, Shaheennagar,
Sadathnagar, Pahadisha-
reef and Bandlaguda
were to be benefited, if
the plans were to be
implemented.

The water body is cen-
turies old and is inter-
linked with Umda Sagar
and Palle Cheruvu. A few

other smaller water bod-
ies in the basin were
encroached upon over a
period of time.

According to heritage
activists, the Jalpally
tank was the source of
drinking water to the city
during the Qutb Shahi
and Asaf Jahi rules. “The
water was drawn through
dedicated channels. The
lake still is one of the
remaining fresh water
lakes in the city,” said
Kareem Ansari, a her-
itage activist.

When contacted,
Jalpally municipality
Commissioner Mohd.
Saber Ali denied any
attempts to encroach
upon the tank.

“The tank is to its full
capacity and I did not
come across any instance
of encroachments,” he
said. The revenue depart-
ment officials were
unavailable for their com-
ments.

The water
was drawn
through dedi-

cated channels. The
lake still is one of the
remaining fresh
water lakes in the
city, the tank is to its
full capacity and did
not come across any
instance of
encroachments.

— KAREEM ANSARI, 
heritage activist.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

After questioning students
from different schools who
were found to be buying
drugs, officers of the
Prohibition and Excise
department which was
investigating the drug rack-
et unearthed in the begin-
ning of July, zeroed in on
the Dutch national Mike
Kamminga, whom they con-
sider a hard-core drug ped-
dler.

Soon after getting infor-
mation about him, the
Special Investigation Team
directed the Seri
Lingampally excise team to
arrest him at his residence
in Nanakramguda.

The Special Task Force
and local excise staff raided
the house on the evening of
July 25 but Kamminga was
not there.  

“When we knocked on the
door, his relatives opened it
and told us that Kamminga
and his wife had gone out
and may come back in an
hour. We suspected that one
of them passed on the infor-
mation about the raids to
Kamminga,” a source
explained.

“He tried to destroy key
evidence, including iPhone
password, and mailing and
social media account
details. When he came back
with his wife to his resi-
dence by the car, there was
a high drama. He didn't get
down from the car for a few
minutes and tried to

destroy the mobile phone
information,” the source
added.

The source said that
Kamminga has not revealed
any additional information
in the last three days he has
been in custody. 

“We produced him before
the court and shifted him to
the Cherlapally Central
Prison for judicial custody.
He consumes marijuana,
which is not illegal in his
country (the Netherlands).
We suspect that the 2.6
grams of drug DMT
( D i m e t hy l t r y p t a m i n e )
seized from his possession
was procured online
through darknet for circu-
lating to his customers. As
per the NDPS Act, seizure
of DMT of more than two
grams is considered as
heavy and commercial
quantity,” the source
explained.

■ He tried to destroy key evidence, including iPhone password, social media accountDRUG | PROBE

EXCISE SEEKS CUSTODY OF
NIGERIAN NATIONAL ALEX
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The Special Task Force
(STF) of the Prohibition
and Excise department is
seeking police custody of
Nigerian national Alex
Victor, who was arrested
on August 1 at Rajiv
Gandhi International
Airport in Hyderabad
while smuggling cocaine
from Mumbai.

The STF seized 10 grams
of cocaine from his posses-
sion, which is considered
as commercial quantity
under the NDPS Act. The
STF produced him before a
court for judicial remand.

An official from the STF

said that more information
was needed from Victor.
“He was staying in Mum-
bai on a business visa and
tried to supply cocaine to
Hyderabad. Based on credi-
ble information, we nabbed
him but did not get much
information from him. He
simply avoided our ques-
tions by saying ‘no’ and ‘I
don't know’. He did not tell
us about his visit to
Hyderabad. He just tried to
confuse us and acted like
he doesn’t know much
English,” the official said. 

The STF suspects that
there is a large network
behind Victor and wants
the password to his mobile
phone, which was seized.

■ THE SIT and local
excise staff raided his
house on the evening
of July 25 but Kamm-
inga was not there.  
■ THE SOURCE said
that Kamminga has
not revealed any
additional informa-
tion during investiga-
tion in the last three
days he has been in
custody. 

INTERACTIVE SESSION

Industries, textiles minister K.T. Rama Rao interacts with weavers at the Handloom
Expo in Peoples Plaza on the occasion of National Handloom Day on Monday. — DC

INDULEKHA 
ARAKKAL | DC
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Obesity could be caused
by poor sense of taste
said, a new research by
Cornell University. The
study claims that losing
one’s sensation of taste
buds leads to weight gain
as people with diminished
sense of taste seek food
which is more in sugar,
salt or fat to achieve the
same level of taste sensa-
tion as people with nor-
mal taste buds.

Dr Vimalakar Reddy, a
surgical gastroenterolo-
gist says, “Though obesity
is caused by many factors,
poor taste buds is definite-
ly one of them. When the
sensation in one’s taste
buds are less, they lose
count of the quantity of
food they are consuming
and they don’t feel that
they are eating too much.
Imagine the the loss of
taste we feel when we are
sick. The sensory thresh-
old is high but sensitivity
is low. No matter what you
eat, there is never a feel-
ing of satisfaction.” 

Although all the taste

buds will experience the
same loss of sensation,
doctors claim that people
suffer more from eating
sweets. “If one eats too
much of spicy food items
it will lead to gastronitis
but not obesity. Carbo-
hydrates is the main cul-
prit for obesity therefore
people eating more sweets
due to lack of taste is
riskier.”

Patients suffering from
the same seek more
intense stimuli to attain
satisfaction and therefore
higher calorie drinks and
food are consumed to get a
sense of taste. 

Dr Venugopal Pareek, a
gastroenterologist says,
“There is no cure for the
same. A person with nor-
mal sense of taste would
feel bloated after a can of

coke but a person with
poor taste buds could
drink upto one litre of
coke which is a lot of
empty calories. Most of
these patients get satisfied
only with high carbohy-
drate drinks.”

The study claims that
people with poor taste
buds tend to consume
more than six kilograms
of sugar annually as
opposed to a person with a
normal sense of taste. The
study was conducted with
Gymnema Sylvestre being
given to the participants
in a cup of herbal tea. It is
a herb known to suppress
one’s sense of sweetness
momentarily. Patients
who were given more of
the herb took more spoon-
fuls of sugar in their
drinks.

Poor taste buds can make you fat
GUT FLORA LEADS TO GOOD
HEALTH, SAY RESEARCHERS
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 8

The gut microbiota, also
known as gut flora, is a
community of microbes
found in the digestive
tracts of humans. It con-
sists of the largest collec-
tion of microbes found in
the human body.
Gastroenterologists say
that the gut microbiota
plays an important role
in the maintenance of
health, immunity, diges-
tion, nutrition, and in the
metabolism of bile acids.
It also acts as an
endocrine organ.

A study conducted by
researchers at the
Macquarie University’s
Department of Biological
Sciences and the
University of Sydney’s
Charles Perkins Centre
has revealed that a fruit
fly’s gut bacteria deter-
mine its reproductive
health. The study claims
that similarly, a person’s

gut flora could also influ-
ence reproductive health
and mating success.

Dr Naveen Polavarapu,
a gastroenterologist,
says, “We have evidence
to prove that bad bacteria
or infections in a per-
son’s gut can lead to
inflammation of the
colon, which can cause
problems in fertility.” 

According to the study,
the gut microbiota can
play a role in determin-
ing the body mass of
one’s offspring as well.
“People with high body
mass indexes have more
bad bacteria. There are
two kinds of bacteria
present in our digestive
tracts – good and bad.
Gut infections often lead
to the death of good bac-
teria. This could affect
the body mass as gut
flora plays an important
role in the digestion of
certain starches, fibres,
oligosaccharides, and
sugars. 

■ Carbohydrates is the main
culprit for obesity, people eat-
ing more sweets due to lack of
taste is riskier.
■ When the sensation in one’s
taste buds are less, they lose
count of the quantity of food
they are consuming.

HEALTH FAD

Kamminga proves to be tough nut to crack

Mike Kamminga

POWER | SHUTDOWN
10 am to 12 noon:

Laxmi Plaza, Peethambaram
Residency, Diamond view,

Meghna Apartments,
Government Institute of

Electronics, Ramser Café,
Judges Quarters.

10.30 am to 12.30 pm:
Sriramnagar B&C Blocks,

Pearl Village, Gautami
Society and area hospital.

11 am to 12 noon: Gandhi
Hospital area, Gandhi Medical

College and boys hostel,
Garonda Triveni, Vasavi

Majestic, Seven Hills Estate,
Giridhar Homes, Sunnatal

Jannat, Krishnanagar Garden,
ESI, Kalpaana timber depot,

MIGH Bhioguda, Rajiv Gandhi
statue area, IDH Colony

Church, Uppalamma.
Jayachandra Enclave,

Panchasheel park, Gharonda
Enclave, Indian Gas, Sri
Padmavathi Residency,

Himabindu Residency, Food
Mart area, Water Works area,

Harshitha Residency,
Bholakpur, Mekala Mandi,
Mallikarjuna temple area,

Mantrala Balaiah.
12 noon to 1 pm: Meghna

Shenoy, Dena Bank, BP petrol
bunk, Tarapore Nursing Home

12 noon to 2 pm:
Ambedkarnagar, Teachers

Colony, Loyanagar,
Addagutta

12.30 pm to 2.30 pm:
Sriramnagar A Block, area

behind Sharat Function Hall
2.30 pm to 5 pm:

Polytechnic, Govt Domestic
Science College, Hema Sai

Residency, Shirdisai
Residency, Municipal Park,

Sai Mithra Nilayam.

190 villages to
get water tanks
Hyderabad: The Water Board

has identified 150 localities
around the Outer Ring Road,

to build water tanks. Board
managing director M. Dana

Kishore, directed the imple-
menting agencies to com-

plete the ground inspection
and begins construction to

provide water to 190 villages
around the ORR. The govern-
ment had directed the Water
Board to formulate proposals

to create two giant storage
reservoirs. 

Visitors barred
at airport

Hyderabad: The Bureau of
Civil Aviation announced

restrictions on the entry of
visitors into airports. Based

on this, the CISF has stopped
issuing visitors’ passes at the
Shamshabad airport. An offi-

cial from the CISF said that
the BCA had issued the order

based on routine alerts
issued by the Intelligence

Bureau in connection with
the Independence Day cele-

brations. “As per the circular,
visitors are not allowed in air-
ports till August 20,” he said.
The CISF beefed up security
inside the airport with addi-

tional deployment of staff.
The police has increased sur-

veillance at the areas sur-
roinding the airport. 
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Police arrested the 22-
year-old man who abduct-
ed and sexually assaulted
a 13-year-old girl in
Balapur. The cops arrested
the man’s mother too. 

Police said the suspect,
Md Azmatullah Khan,
lured the girl with promis-
es of marriage and took
her to Karnataka, where
he sexually assaulted her.
A hunt is on for
Azmatullah’s sister and
his friend who helped him
to trap the girl. Balapur
inspector S. Mohan Reddy
said that Azamullah Khan
was the neighbour of the
girl. This slowly led to
both talking on the phone
and later he proposed to
her, but she rejected it.

He told his mother
Rukiya Begum about his
proposal and how she had
rejected it and asked her
to talk to the girl’s parents.
When Rukiya spoke to the
girl’s mother she also
rejected it. But Azamullah
kidnapped the girl with
the help of his mother, 16-
year-old sister and friend
Yousuf Ba. “On August 2,
he took her to MGBS and
from there went to
Gulbarga. In Gulbarga he
took a room in a lodge
where he sexually assault-
ed the girl by force,” the
inspector said. On the
same night he brought her
to Hyderabad and stayed
at a dargah in
Pahadishareef for one day
and on Friday he dropped
the girl at her home.

IN BRIEF

Faulty
construction
of 2BHKs in
Khammam

must be prob-
ed, they are

collapsing
before

inauguration 
— Sandra Venkata

Veeraiah

K. Laxman says both KTR and Etala
are party to GST Council decisions; it’s
not proper to fight Centre’s decisions
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RTC bus runs
over cyclist

Hyderabad: A man was killed
on the spot when an RTC bus

rammed his bicycle at
Keesara on Saturday night.

The deceased was identified
as Banothu Venkanna, a resi-
dent of Rampally in Keesara.

"On Saturday night as he
was returning home, a TSRTC

bus rammed his bicycle and
killed him on the spot. The

bus belonged to
Chengicherla Depot ar
Anupama Colony" said
police personnel from

Keesara. The man died on
the spot and was shifted to

hospital for post-mortem.
Based on a complaint,

Keesara police booked a
case and booked the driver.

Three jailed for
sound pollution

Hyderabad: Three people
were convicted and given

two days imprisonment for
violating sound pollution

control rules late on Monday
by conducting an event using

high volume sound systems.
Chilkalguda police arrested
Konkala Balaiah, 38, a resi-

dent of Mahboobnagar, Hari
Babu Chary, 21, a resident of

Padmaraonagar and Revall
Narean, a 31-year-old from
Mettuguda. “The three vio-

lated the Noise Pollution
Regulation and Control Rules

-2000 by organising func-
tions where high volume

sound systems were used,"
said the detective inspector

of Chilkalguda, K. Srinivasulu.

Man held for theft,
2 phones seized
Hyderabad: A 29-year-old

man was caught by Dundigal
police for theft. The cops

recovered an autorickshaw
and two cellphones from him

in all worth `1.2 lakh. The
accused was identified as E.
Marriah. “We brought him in
for questioning after finding
him suspicious,” said inspec-
tor Shankaraiah. “We recov-

ered property worth `1.2 lakh
from him,” added the inspec-

tor. Dundigal police booked
the accused under IPC sec-

tions. He was sent to
judicial custody by court.

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Rachakonda police registered
a case against a rally held in
Nacharam for using drones.
Police also issued a notifica-
tion banning the use of drones. 

Police said despite a ban on
the use of drones from 2014
some persons were using
drone cameras for marriage
functions and other events in
Rachakonda commissionerate
limits without obtaining per-
mission from the police and
the Director General of Civil
Aviation.

A case was registered against
the organisers of Wheelathon
Cycle Rally at Nacharam
police station for using a drone
without permission. Besides
being a safety issue, drones
also poses a security threat.
The Airspace over cities in
India have a high density of
manned aircraft traffic. Due to
lack of regulation, operating
procedures/standards and
uncertainty of technology,
Unmanned Aircraft Systems
(UAS) pose a threat to air traf-
fic.

The Director General of Civil
Aviation is in the process of
formulating regulations (and
globally harmonize those) for
certification and operation for
the use of UAS in the Indian
civil airspace. Till such regula-
tions are issued, no non-gov-
ernment agency or an individ-
ual can launch an UAS in
Indian airspace for any pur-
pose whatsoever, said an offi-
cial release from the police.

All owners of function halls,
gardens, farmhouses, resorts
and hotels in Rachakonda are
directed to take note of the
rules and ensure strict compli-
ance, failing which action will
be taken against the concerned
as per law, the release added.

NAVEEN KUMAR 
| DC 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Child marriages have
been a pressing issue
since a long time even
after piecing together
laws to arrest them.
Shamshabad and
Hayathnagar in the city
have the dubious dis-
tinction of leading the
chart. Apart from illiter-
acy and economical rea-
sons, parents, who con-
duct child marriages,
state that they are opt-
ing for the nuptial knot
for their children at a
tender age so as to pre-
vent them from crossing
the boundaries of caste. 

“We have been vigilant
and have been following
up the cases reported to
us. In the past 10
months, we have averted
about 12 child marriages
in the Shamshabad
area,” said PV Padmaja,
deputy commissioner of
police, Shamshabad.  A
city-based NGO has
tipped off more than 50
child marriages in the
last four months in and
around the city.

Child marriages take
the life out of girls.
“Child marriage is a
curse on a girl. It causes
a major disruption in
the girl’s life, health and
education. And she is lit-
erally stigmatised,” said
V. Padmavathi, a mem-
ber of the child welfare
committee for Ranga
Reddy district. “The
poor child is unaware of
what she is being forced
into. We, however, res-
cue the girl either before
the marriage or after it,”
Padmavathi added.

Besides economic rea-
sons, caste also plays a
role in the increasing

number of child mar-
riages. Some parents
marry their children at
a young age to prevent
them from falling in love
with persons from other
castes. The parents
believe that child mar-
riages make their chil-
dren safe from inter-
caste romance. “Parents
believe that if she elopes
with someone or get
romantically involved

with a person from
another caste it brings
shame to the family,”
said Achyuta Rao, chief
functionary of a city-
based NGO for children.

Child marriages also
end the academic career
of a girl. A member of
the child welfare com-
mittee said, “Even if the
girl is good at studies,
the parents force her
into marriage.”

Child marriages go
on despite the law
■ Many parents are afraid of intercaste marriages
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Awareness campaigns
can play a major role
in curbing child mar-
riages. The govern-
ment should kickstart
this drive. Moreover,
strict implementation
of the laws also can
prevent this social
menace. 

Social activists feel
that awareness cam-
paigns should cover
the parents. “The par-
ent should know the
importance of educa-
tion in a girl's life. Her
life is completely
ruined when parents
perform underage
marriage,” said an offi-
cial of a city-based
NGO.

The first step that the
child welfare commit-
tees takes when tipped
off about a child mar-
riage is to seek the help
of the child protection
unit, which, in turn,

informs the police and
averts the social disas-
ter. Later, the girl is
taken to a shelter
house till the proposed
wedding date. The par-
ents are counselled
and kept under surveil-
lance for a year and a
declaration is taken
from them that they
will not repeat it in
futute.

“In case the marriage
takes place, we
approach the in-laws
and rescue the girl. If
the minor girl is sexu-
ally abused, the ‘hus-
band’ is booked under
the Pocso Act and the
girl is shifted to a shel-
ter house,” added
Padmavathi, a member
of the child welfare
committee for Ranga
Reddy district. 

Proper guidance is
needed for parents to
look after the child
after this traumatising
incident at a young
age.

Awareness can
play major role 

DC CORRESPONDENT 
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Child marriage brings
death to the child. The
minor girl is ruined
physically, mentally and
socially after getting
married at a tender age.
The parents should be
counselled so that they
become aware of the
dangers of their act. 

“As the girl is a minor,
her decision making
powers have not
matured. She believes
her parents and enters
marriage,” said  Dr.
Diana Monteiro, a psy-
chologist.

The reasons for the
parents to opt for child
marriage are different
in rural and urban
areas. “In rural areas,
they simply believe that
the girl needs to be mar-
ried young. They are
also not aware of the
law. On the other hand,
in urban areas, child
marriage is conducted
as a punishment if the
girl is found to have a
relationship. In such
cases, her education is
stopped and marriage
conducted. City-
dwellers, however, are
aware of rules. But that
does not bother them,”
said Dr Purnima
Nagaraja, another psy-
chologist in the city. 

In most cases, there is
a huge age difference.
“The groom is often
much older. Later, this
causes depression,”
added Dr Purnima.

MARRIAGES
DESTROY
MINOR GIRLS
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The Secunderabad Railway
Police busted an interstate
ganja smuggling gang and
arrested seven persons
including a woman in dif-
ferent cases. 

The police also seized
ganja worth `28 lakh from
them. The smugglers were
smuggling ganja from
Odisha to Mumbai in
trains.

In the first case, the sus-
pects are Jitender Pradhan,
Pappu Sahu, Babhulla
Nahak, Pankaj Jain and
Jogya Bontu Lima and in
the second case, Jayanth
Kumar Sahoo and Sabitri
Sahoo.

The Railway Police said
the suspects hailing from
different parts of Odisha
were into ganja smuggling
since many months and had

been supplying Mumbai
and some other parts of
Maharashtra.

“They purchased ganja
from villages at cheap
prices and transported it to
Mumbai through trains and
sold it to dealers there at
high prices,” Mr S.
Rajendra Prasad, the in-
charge superintendent of
police (Railways) said.

On Sunday night, police
found the suspects travel-
ling suspiciously in the

train and nabbed them
along with their luggage. It
was found that they were
carrying six trolley suitcas-
es packed with 32 packets of
ganja weighing around 150
kg. 

The value of the seized
consignment drug is
around `25 lakh, said Mr
Prasad.

In another incident, two
other suspects were found
travelling in suspicious cir-
cumstances. They were
arrested and cops found
they were carrying two lug-
gage trolleys packed with 14
packets of ganja weighing
around 70 kg which they
had purchased from vil-
lages and were transport-
ing to Mumbai. 

The value of the seized
ganja is around `13 lakh.
The police seized 220 kg
ganja worth `28 lakh from
the suspects.

Ganja smuggling racket
busted, seven arrested

Railway police in-charge SP S. Rajendra Prasad presents the arrested ganja smugglers
and the packages seized from them to the media on Monday. — DC

■ RAILWAY police
said the suspects
hailing from different
parts of Odisha were
smuggling ganja since
months and had been
supplying Mumbai
and some other
areas of Maharashtra
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The SIT has filed nine
chargesheets in the gang-
ster Nayeem case.  On
Monday officials said
that 227 cases have been
registered and 128 sus-
pects were arrested. The
investigations are in the
final stage. 

“During the probe, the
SIT arrested 128 accused,
and 109 were taken into
custody. The SIT exam-
ined 895 witnesses. We

could complete the inves-
tigation in 22 cases so
far,” said a senior official
from SIT. 

“Five police officers
were suspended and
memos were  issued to 20
officers. They were
involved in the criminal
activities of Nayeem and
his associates,” he added. 

An ex-member of the
CPI (M-L) Peopl’'s War
Group (PWG),  the 45-
year-old Nayeemuddin is
an accused in the murder
of IPS  officer N.S. Vyas,

founder of the anti-Naxal
elite force Greyhounds.
He was also involved in
over  20 murder cases,
dozens of extortion cases
and other offences.
Nayeem was on the radar
of the TS police in con-
nection with the murder
of TRS leader K. Ramulu,
who was shot dead  in
2014. 

After he gave up the
Naxalism, he became a
gangster forming groups
like the Nallama Cobras
and the Kakatiya Cobras,

which targeted human
rights activists and
Maoists for a long time.
Nayeemuddin is an
accused in around 100
cases of attempt to mur-
der, extortion, kidnap, etc
that took place in the last
21 years. 

He was reported to have
extorted millions of
rupees from realtors and
politicians. 

After a nine-year man-
hunt, the Telangana State
police killed Nayeem at
Shadnagar last year. 

SIT files 9 chargesheets
■ 227 cases registered, 128 suspects nabbedNAYEEM | CASE

Md. Azmatullah Khan

MAN HELD FOR
ABDUCTION,
RAPE OF MINOR

VIDYASAGAR
HELD IN SURYA
KUMARI CASE
DC CORRESPONDENT
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The mysterious death of
Dr K. Surya Kumari, a
relative of Karnataka
cadre IAS officer K.
Hepsibah, who was ear-
lier reported missing,
has raised many ques-
tions with the
Machavaram police
gearing up to file a cus-
tody petition to question
accused Bobbili
Vidyasagar, son of for-
mer TD legislator B.
Jayaraju.

Police filed a case
against Vidyasagar fol-
lowing a complaint by
Surya Kumari’s parents
against Vidyasagar.
Police questioned him
for three days till Friday.
With the confirmation of
the death of Surya
Kumari on Saturday,
police took Vidyasagar
into custody. He was
remanded for 15 days.

Surya Kumari’s moth-
er Mariamma and her
father said that
Vidyasagar made her
commit suicide.
Vidyasagar’s wife
Sushma who had earlier
accepted a relationship
between her husband
and Surya Kumari, now
insists that Vidyasagar
was not responsible for
the death of the girl.

Speeding car mows
down two-year-old
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

A 2-year-old child was
mowed down by a speeding
car on Monday in Saidabad.
The child, Chaitra, was the
younger daughter of provi-
sion shop owner Raju.
Chaitra has an elder sister
aged 7. “The family has a
provision shop. At around
8:30 am, while the parents
were in their shop and the
child was playing in front of
it a car hit her, killing her
on the spot and sped away,”
said inspector K. Sattaiah of
Saidabad. “We are checking
CCTV cameras nearby to
identify the car,” added the
inspector. 

Based on a complaint from
Mr Raju, Saidabad police
booked a case under Section
304A and launched an inves-
tigation.  

The 60-year-old grand-
mother of Chaitra saw her
granddaughter being
mowed down by the car. “We
could not see the driver. I
was there and could not do
anything,” said the woman.

“My granddaughter rolled
over on the road. I carried
her up and she was bleeding
from her ear,” said the
grandmother pointing at
her blood stained clothes.
“The family rushed the girl
to hospital where doctors
declared her dead,” said
inspector K. Sattaiah.

DC CORRESPONDENT
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Upset over his parents
refusing to purchase him
a new video game, an
engineering student
committed suicide in
Abdullapurmet. The
deceased, Gandu
Abhinai, jumped from
the top of his house.

Police said Gandu
Abhinai, 17, a resident of
Kuntloor village in
Abdullapurmet mandal,
was studying BTech first

year in MVSR
Engineering College in
Nadergul. He joined col-
lege on August 2.

Recently, they con-
structed a duplex house
in their village. On
Sunday he asked his par-
ents to buy him a new
video game. His father
Srinivas, a farmer and
mother Padma a house-
wife, told him to wait
some time due to expens-
es incurred for con-
structing the house. But
he argued with his par-

ents, ran to the terrace
and closed the door. His
parents heard a loud
noise and they found
Abhinai in a pool of
blood.

Police said Abhinai
could have jumped from
the top of the house. He
was rushed to hospital
where he was declared
dead. Based on a com-
plaint from his father, a
suspicious death case
was registered. The body
was handed over after
post-mortem.

Boy ends life over game

DRONE: RALLY
ORGANISERS

CHARGED

PUSHERS NABBED

The owner of a dog takes his pet in an autorickshaw without any safety precau-
tions in the city on Monday. — DC 

RISKY RIDE

SOCIAL EVIL
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MLA Jeevan Reddy says Sriramsagar
flood flow canal was built by Congress,
now TRS is claiming credit for it
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About 26-suspects including
rowdy sheeters were nabbed fol-
lowing a cordon and search
operation carried out by the

West Zone police at Golconda. 
Geotagging Technology was

used. Eight stolen vehicles were
recovered. 62 bikes, which did
not have proper documentation
were taken from the residential
colony. A migrant settlement

was raided too, as police sus-
pected that many offenders have
taken shelter there. A senior
police official said, “This was to
verify their background and
find, if they were involved in
any recent offences in city.” 

COPS CONDUCT
CORDON AND

SEARCH

COPS FILE 557
CHARGE-SHEETS 

FOR DRUNK DRIVING

DC CORRESPONDENT 
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In the first week of August
cops imprisoned three  dru-

nk drivers for 20 days and
six offenders for 10 days for
drunken driving. About,
557 charge sheets were filed
against the drunken driv-

ers. All the 557 offenders
were produced in Court. 78
respondents were awarded
imprisonment, besides
imposing fines. 
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A 40-year-old man from
Hyderabad who has been
stuck in the Saudi desert
without adequate food
and water for a year is suf-
fering from mental illness
due to the torture inflicted
upon him by his employer.

Mr Md Sadeq went to
Saudi Arabia last year,
after paying an agent `1
lakh. Since then he has
been left in charge of a
dozen camels in the
desert, where he lives
alone. His employer gives
him ten litres of water
and a little bit of food
twice a month.

Mr Sadeq, a resident of
Talabkatta in the Old City,
went on a “helper” visa in
June last year. “We paid `1
lakh to Arshad, an agent
from Attapur. He arran-
ged for the visa and said
that my son would be paid

a monthly salary of `1,200
Saudi Riyal,” says Mr
Syed Ali, Mr Sadeq’s
father.

Upon his arrival in
Riyadh, Mr Sadeq was
taken to the Al Hasa
province in eastern Saudi
Arabia, where was asked
to take care of the camels.
“My son has called me
only twice. Friends who
met him in Riyadh said
that he was suffering from

psychological problems
and was in need of urgent
medical attention,” said
Mr Syed Ali.

The employer visits the
camel farm in order to
ensure that his animals
are healthy and well-fed,
but he does not seem to
care about Mr Sadeq’s
condition. Mr Sadeq has
not been paid so far.

Mr Syed Ali tried to
reach out to the employer
through some relatives.
He was told that the
employer had paid several
thousand Saudi Riyals to
the agents for an employ-
ee. After going out of
reach of his family, Mr
Sadeq accidentally bum-
ped into some Hydera-
badis working in the area,
and they reported back to
his family regarding his
condition. The family has
requested external affairs
minister Sushma Swaraj
for help.

‘Deserted’ man suffers

RAIN COOLS CITY 

IN BRIEF

Fearing
defeat, TD is

raking up
unnecessary

issues before
Returning

Officer
— Shilpa Chakrapani

Reddy
Former MLC

Akhila Priya says her fight is not
against Jagan, it’s against Shilpa
Mohan Reddy who ruined Nandyal
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Commuters try to shield themselves from the unexpected shower in Hyderabad. 

Hyderabad: Commuters
were caught unawares by
a sudden spell of rain on
the Osmania University
campus on Monday. 

The Met department
recorded 2.6 cm of rain at
Quthbullapur, 1.8 cm at
Ramachandrapuram and
1.5 cm at Golconda. 

The weather bureau said

the rainfall was caused by
a trough extending from
Chhattisgarh to coastal
Tamil Nadu across north
Telangana and the AP
coast. 

It is expected that the
trough would revive the
monsoon rain. 

The forecast for the state
from August 8 to 12 is light

to moderate rainfall and
thunderstorms at a few
places in the state. 

Mainly dry and humid
weather conditions pre-
vailed over the state and
the temperatures are
expected to dip due to the
rain. As of Sunday, the
state faced a 14 per cent
deficit in rainfall.

DC CORRESPONDENT
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A 19-year-old from Jagtial
district, who went abroad
to work as part of condi-
tions laid down by the
family of a girl he loved,
has committed suicide.

Manchala Ganga Srin-
andhan travalled to Bahr-
ain to work for a private
firm on June 2 and com-
mitted suicide two
months later.

In response to a request
filed by Mr Nangi Deven-
der Reddy of the Telang-
ana Gulf Workers Assoc-
iation, the Indian embas-
sy in Bahrain said a death
certificate has been issued
for Srinandan, and the
body would be sent to
India after completion of
local formalities. The
body is expected to reach
home this week.

Srinandhan was the
youngest of the three sons
of Mr M. Ganganarsaiah,
an RTC conductor. He had
dropped out of college and
was doing odd jobs. His
his elder brother Navan-

andhan is in Dubai for
more than two years and
is well settled.

Encouraged by this, and
the condition laid down by
the girl’s family, he trav-
elled to Bahrain on June 2
to work as a helper in Al
Moayyed Cleaning and
Maintenance, LLC.

His brother, Mr Raghun-
andan, said that he did not
like the stay in the first
week, but adjusted slowly.
He was very happy upon
receiving his first pay, told
his parents that he would
return after completing
his two-year term.

On the afternoon of
August 2, he spoke to his
mother at around noon
and told her that every-
thing was fine and that he
would call her at night.

“Later we came to know
that he had hanged him-
self in his room. He was
last active on WhatsApp at
1 pm. We have to find out
what happened in this one
hour. We suspect that
there could have been
some harassment from
the girl’s family which
may have forced him to
take this step,” Mr
Raghunandan said.

Youth ends life after ‘exile’
fails to win lover’s kin over
■ Srinandhan Bahrain job was condition set by girl’s family
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Asra Begum, a resident
of Hyderabad, has been
successfully rescued
from the clutches of her
kafil in Saudi Arabia
after continuous repre-
sentation by Member of
Parliament and presi-
dent of AIMIM president
Asaduddin Owaisi. 

Ms Asra Begum had
gone to Saudi Arabia in
2016 to work but she was
not given proper food nor
was she allowed to get
adequate sleep. 

According to the hap-
less woman, she was fo-
rced to work continuous-
ly, without any breaks. 

Fed up with the unend-
ing harassment, Ms Asra
Begum managed to send
word to her family of her
pitiable condition. 

Her family members
approached the Hyde-
rabad MP and sought his
help to rescue her. 

Mr Owaisi wrote to
Minister of External
Affairs Sushma Swaraj
and also spoke to the con-
sul-general at the Indian
consulate in Jeddah and
requested them to rescue
her from her plight. 

The case was followed
up and Ms Asra Begum
was finally rescued and
brought back home. On
Monday, she, along with
her family members,
came to meet Mr Owaisi
at the AIMIM headquar-
ters and thanked him for
his efforts. 

DC CORRESPONDENT
RAJAHMUNDRY, AUG. 7

A student of Class V
chopped off the hair of
four of her classmates
while they were asleep
in their hostel room fol-
lowing a tiff over a triv-
ial matter. 

Nearly 150 girls study
at the AP Social Welfare
Residential School in
Godi village of Allav-
aram mandal in East
Godavari. Four of them
— Kirtana, Lakshmi
Soumya, Bhagyasri and
Chandu, woke up on
Sunday morning to find
that their hair had been
chopped off. The dumb-
founded girls immedi-
ately raised a hue and
cry. As the news began
to spread, the school
authorities intervened.
After conducting an inq-
uiry, they identified Ris-
hitha, a classmate of the
victims, as the culprit. 

The school authorities
said that the girl had
used a pair of scissors to
chop off her classmates’
hair in the late hours of
Saturday, while they
were asleep. She worked
so stealthily that none of
them caught her in the
act. k

GIRL CHOPS OFF
CLASSMATES’
BRAIDS 

WOMAN REACHES
HOME AFTER
SAUDI ORDEAL 

Doc wasn’t qualified
to perform abortion
■ Dr Rani was not registered as an obstetrician

DC CORRESPONDENT 
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 7

The AP government has
finalised guidelines for
inter-state transfers of
staff between it and TS.
Under this, a government
employee working in one
state opting to go to the
other Telugu state will
lose seniority, according
to the information avail-
able.

The equal number trans-
fer formula would be con-
fined to 13 AP gazetted
officers and 104 gazetted
officers of AP-origin
working in TS will have to
remain there.

The general administra-
tion department has
framed certain guidelines
keeping in view possible
questions from the TS
government. 

For example, if some 100
gazetted officers of AP
origin working in TS want
to return to their native
state, the AP government
would initially check the
availability of posts in the
same cadre. If the number
is around 50, then only 50
gazetted officers would be
given posting in AP, and
the rest have to stay back
in Telangana state.

The same formula will
apply in the case of offi-
cials working in AP and
heading for TS.

“These inter-state trans-
fers are subject to the
number of available posts
with respective govern-
ments and the norms pre-
pared in the zonal sys-
tem,” a bureaucrat said.

The file is pending with
Chief Minister N.
Chandrababu Naidu for
final clearance.

This exercise has been

going on after the AP
Reorganisation Act took
effect, and there have been
a series of meetings in
this regard.

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

The AP Crime
Investigation Department
has decided to send teams
to China, Hong Kong, and
other countries, to probe
the `650-crore money-
laundering case uncov-
ered in Visakhapatnam.

Sources say that Chief
Minister N. Chandrababu
Naidu had given consent
for a multi-national inves-
tigation to be carried out.
The case has been trans-
ferred from the Visakhap-
atnam Police to the CID.

The accused in the case
set up over 12 shell com-
panies and opened sever-
al bank accounts. They
laundered money and
evaded import and export
taxes. They allegedly set
up shell companies in
Kolkata and Mumbai and
created documents to
show that they were pur-
chasing software from
China and Hong Kong
while resorting to fraud.

Padmapriya Stone Crus-
hing Pvt. Ltd. and Balmu-
kunda Warehouses in Vi-
zag, Lavender E-system,
Wormwoods Technologi-
es, Serikos Exports,
Shivkripa Tradelinks, Fo-

xgiove Technologies, Clo-
udberry Soft Solutions,
Primrose Techno Solu-
tions, Merac Esystem, Ka-
ustav Export Import and
Delphinium E-system of
Kolkata have been identi-
fied as shell companies. 

Vaddi Mahesh, the key
accused, is a native of
West Godavari. He and
several others have been
arrested in relation to the
case. A CID official says
that the companies rece-
ived inward domestic re-
mittance of `680.94 crore
in 2015-16, of which
`569.93 crore was remit-
ted to five companies in
China, Hong Kong and
Singapore towards the
purchase of customised
software using forged
documents. A case was
initially booked by the
Vizag Police.

Hawala: AP to
rope in China 

AP readies guidelines
for inter-state transfers 

SEEMANDHRA

Manchala Ganga
Srinandhan 

DC CORRESPONDENT
VIJAYAWADA, AUG. 7

The Presidential Order
governing zonal system
in the two Telugu states
will play a vital role in
inter-state transfers. 

The exercise of draw-
ing up the guidelines
was done by Chief Secr-
etary Dinesh Kumar
and special chief secret-
ary Satish Chandra,
who have made an effort
to reduce chances of a
clash with the TS gov-
ernment over adminis-
trative issues. 

A committee constitut-
ed by the government
will receive the transfer
applications in a stan-
dard format. 

After scrutiny, those
will be sent to the gener-
al administration
department for final
orders. 

Under these guide-
lines, state, zonal and
district-level employees,
lecturers and teachers
are also eligible for

inter-state transfers.
In the zonal system, 85

per cent is reserved for
the local quota and 15
per cent is the general
quota.

This will be applicable
under spousal grounds
also, subject to the con-
dition of the number of
posts and positions both
the states have agreed
for.

“Under any circum-
stances, both the states
have to honour the num-
ber formula,” a bureau-
crat involved in this
exercise said. 

It may be recalled that
inter-state transfers
related to Secretariat
and heads of depart-
ment offices were
already given approval
earlier by the govern-
ment. 

As per those norms,
around 60 non-gazetted
officers working in
Telangana Secretariat
and HoD offices would
be given postings in
Andhra Pradesh. 

Panel to check
transfer pleas

LIFE RISKED

DC CORRESPONDENT 
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Dr Girija Rani, owner of
Anusha Maternity
Hospital, did not have a
licence to carry out a
medical termination of
pregnancy, according to
the district medical and
health officer, Dr Bajali
Pawar. 

N i n e t e e n - y e a r - o l d
Harika’s 20-week-preg-
nancy was terminated
by Dr Rani at her centre
in Vanasthalipuram on
Sunday. Post abortion,
there were complica-
tions and the girl died. 

The records of the
Ranga Reddy district
office show that Dr Rani
was not registered as an
obstetrician. “There is a
permission required by
the government to carry
out abortion and that
was not there with Dr
Rani. She is a practicing
gynaecologist but can’t
carry out procedures
like abortion which re-
quire registration with
the government. The
records show that the
hospital’s registration
had expired in January
2017 and they have failed
to renew the same.
Hence, we are now going
to investigate the case
and take action against
illegal practice,” said Dr
Balaji Pawar.

The procedure for
aborting a 20-week preg-
nancy also requires
opinion of two inde-
pendent gynaecologists.
Dr Bhavani Guda, senior
gynaecologist, explain-
ed, “When a 20-week-
pregnancy is to be abort-

ed, there must be two
independent gynaecolo-
gists registered in obst-
etrics with the govern-
ment who must evaluate
the case. They have to
give a report in writing
whether the abortion
must be carried out.”

This is required as the
pregnancy has gone up
to 20 weeks and so the
reason for aborting it at
this stage has to be
recorded properly by the
treating doctor in the
diary. 

Dr Guda explains why
such a process has to be
followed, “Unwanted or
illegal pregnancies are
terminated at a very
early stage. When a
patient comes at 20
weeks for termination,
then it is a matter of
scrutiny. This is because
medical issues like
Down’s Syndrome, gen-
etic disorders and other
medical problems could
be the cause for this
demand and that has to
be evaluated. At the
same time, social issues

like rape or sexual
assault have to be ruled
out by the police. The
registered gynaecolo-
gists have to follow these

protocols before taking
up the case of abortion.”
Dr Girija Rani didn’t
answer despite several
calls and messages.

Boy harassed
daughter: Kin
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD AUG. 7

Police have registered
a case against Sarangi
Madhu and Dr Girija
Rani for abetting an
abortion in the course
of which a pregnant
girl died.

“As her condition
worsened, doctors
advised that she be
shifted to Osmania
Hospital, but as her
condition worsened,
Madhu took her to
another private hospi-
tal close by, in Dil-
sukhnagar, where doc-
tors declared she was
already dead,” said SI
Vijay Kumar from
Va n a s t h a l i p u r a m
police station.

Harika’s family
claim that Madhu had
been harassing
Harika and forced her
to accept his proposal.
However, they were
not aware that the two
were in a relationship.

Based on a com-
plaint from Harika’s
father, a case has been
registered against

Madhu and Dr Girija
Rani under Section
312 (causing miscar-
riage), Section 314,
(death caused by act
done with intent to
cause miscarriage)
and Section 417 (cheat-
ing) of the IPC.

“We are also writing
to the health depart-
ment for further
inquiry into the case
and if the hospital has
all requisite permis-
sions,” the SI said.

Anusha Clinic has
been in operation for
over 20 years and is
known for its services
in the surrounding
areas.

■ HIS FAMILY sus-
pects that there could
have been some
harassment from the
girl’s family which
may have forced him
to take this step.
■ HE WAS the youn-
gest of the three sons
of Mr M. Ganga-
narsaiah, an RTC 
conductor. 

■ THE `650-CRORE
money-laundering-
case has been 
transferred from the
Visakhapatnam
Police to the CID.
■ Hong Kong, and
other nations also to
be roped in.

Md Sadeq

MIM chief Asaduddin
Owaisi interacts with
Asra Begum. 

Large tumour
removed

Hyderabad: A tumour meas-
uring 6 cm by 7 cm was

removed from the pancreas
of a 27-year-old woman via

robotic surgery. Dr Madhu
Devarasetty, consultant surgi-

cal oncologist and robotic
surgeon at KIMS, said, “The
tumour was on the head of

the pancreases. As it was
very large, the surgery lasted

5.5 hours.” 
He said robotic procedures

have helped remove tumours
from parts of the body that

are difficult to reach, and
helps the patient recover

sooner. The patient was dis-
charged on the seventh day

after the surgery despite
such a large size of the

tumour, he said.

OSMANIA DOCS
REMOVE ROD

FROM MAN
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7 

Osmania doctors removed an
iron road which had got stuck
near the spine of a 24-year-old
electrician from Warangal. The
patient, Mr M. Ramesh, fell on
the iron rod which pierced
through his left buttock and got
stuck in spine near Kakatiya
Medical College at Warangal.
Mr Ramesh fell off an electric
pole that he was working on,
and the iron rod got impaled in
his back on Sunday.

Mr Ramesh was rushed to
Kakatiya Medical College
which referred him to
Osmania. The patient was sent
in an ambulance with the rod
still in his body.

Dr Pandu Naik, senior anaes-
thetist, said, “The patient was
lucky that his vital organs were
intact. The nerves in his body
near the lumbar 3 vertebra
were damaged, and removing
the rod was the biggest task.” 

Neurologists, orthopaedics
and spine specialists began
their surgery at 11 am which
lasted till 4 pm.

Hospital superintendent Dr
G.V.S. Moorthy said the nerves
controlling the movement of
the limbs were damaged. “The
patient was writhing in pain
due to the iron rod in his body
and had to be given
painkillers,” Dr Moorthy said.

The operation was successful
but Mr Ramesh will be kept in
intensive care unit for three
days. 

The doctors state that the
rehabilitation will take time as
his nerves connecting to the
limbs have been damaged.

TS SUSPENDS 
5 MVIs FOR

TRUCK FRAUD 
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7 

Following a comprehensive
report submitted by the vigi-
lance wing of the transport
department, in-charge commis-
sioner and principal secretary
Sunil Sharma on Monday sus-
pended five motor vehicle
inspectors for illegally register-
ing trucks while the vehicles
were either at Vijayawada or
did not present themselves
before the RTO.

As per rules, trucks should be
registered after their body is
built, but some persons in
cahoots with transport officials
had registered about 10 tankers
and LPG cylinder transport
vehicles. 

After the fraud was detected,
Chief Minister K. Chandra-
sekar Rao directed for immedi-
ate action against the culprits.

Transport minister P.
Mahender Reddy ordered a
probe by Ranga Reddy District
Transport officer M. Praveen
Rao along with police intelli-
gence and vigilance wings.

Based on the CCTV footage
available with the RTA in
Vijayawada and details of the
entries of vehicles, the officials
identified the role of five MVIs.
Based on a report submitted by
the RTA vigilance wing offi-
cials suspended the MVIs
including Chandra Shekar
(Hyderabad Central), Suresh
Reddy (Uppal), Shakkel Ahmed
(Hyderabad South), Praveen
Kumar (Parigi) and Shankar
(Khammam).

■ SHE IS a practic-
ing gynaecologist
but can’t carry out
procedures like
abortion which
require registration
with the govern-
ment.
■ RECORDS SHOW
that the hospital’s
registration had
expired in January
2017 and they have
failed to renew it.

Sarangi Madhu

https://telegram.me/Estore33 https://telegram.me/AllEpapers
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Manipur Governor Najma Heptulla says the
Prime Minister has been informed about her
‘flying doctor’ plan for people in hilly areas
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IN BRIEF

I would say the
Congress is

facing an
existential crisis.

It is not an
electoral crisis.

The party really is
in deep crisis 

— Jairam Ramesh
Congress leader

Bengaluru: Karnataka minis-
ter D.K. Shivakumar on

Monday appeared before the
Income-Tax department offi-
cials at the I-T office here in

connection with the raids
conducted at various proper-

ties linked to him last week.
After being grilled by the

officials for three consecu-
tive days in connection with
an alleged tax evasion case,

the state power minister was
issued summons to appear

before the I-T department for
questioning. Mr Shivakumar,

who appeared along with his
brother and Bengaluru Rural
MP D.K. Suresh, said the offi-

cials might call him again,
whenever required. 

Shivakumar
appears before I-T

JAWANS
ACCUSED OF

MOLESTATION
RABINDRA NATH
CHOUDHURY | DC
with agency inputs
BHOPAL, AUG. 7 

Warden of a residential tribal
girls school in Chhattisgarh’s
south Bastar district of Dan-
tewada has filed an FIR alleg-
ing that some of the hostel res-
idents were molested by some
CRPF jawans during a cultural
programme held recently, lead-
ing police to begin a probe into
the reported incident.

“We have received a com-
plaint from the warden of the
hostel. A case has been regis-
tered against unidentified men
in uniform for sexual harass-
ment.” 

Along with the police probe,
the district administration has
constituted a five-member
panel to look into the allega-
tion.

The incident allegedly took
place on July 31, when a
Raksha Bandhan programme
was organised by the CRPF
troopers at a residential school
in Palnar village under
Kuakonda police station,
Dantewada collector, Saurabh
Kumar said.

Bhopal: The cyber cell of
Madhya Pradesh police has

cracked a high-tech theft
case in which hackers had
broken into three ATMs at

the district headquarters of
Gwalior last year and stole

money. Following the interro-
gation of the gang’s kingpin,

Ajey Choudhury, they have
nabbed another gang mem-

ber, Shahid Qureshi, who told
the police that they used

Chinese software to hack the
ATMs to withdraw money.

Darjeeling: Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha chief Bimal Gurung

on Monday threatened to
intensify the agitation in the
Darjeeling hills if the Centre
did not intervene to resolve

the crisis as the indefinite
strike demanding a separate
state of Gorkhaland entered

its 54th day. The GJM leader-
ship, on July 30, had given a

10-day “deadline” to the
Centre to intervene and

resolve the crisis in the hills.
“The deadline we gave will
end soon, but if the Centre
decides to sit idle, we will

intensify our agitation in the
hills,” Mr Gurung said.

Chinese tech used
to loot ATMs

Bimal threatens to
intensify protest

Assam banker
held for fraud

Guwahati: In what may
expose a network of fraud in

the banking sector, Assam
Police on Monday arrested a

deputy manager of the
IndusInd Bank in Guwahati

from Noida for misappropri-
ating over `3.5 crore from

the bank accounts. The com-
missioner of Guwahati police

Hiren Nath said, “We came to
know that Olivia Dutta

Choudhury, the deputy man-
ager of IndusInd Bank was at
a resort in Nainital. We kept

a track of her travels and
finally arrested her near

Noida.”

Ahmedabad, Aug. 7:
After weeks of dramatic
political developments,
Gujarat looks set for an
on the edge of seat con-
test in the Rajya Sabha
elections which will
decide among others the
fate of Ahmed Patel, the
political secretary to
Congress chief Sonia
Gandhi.

It is after a gap of about
two decades that a contest
is happening in Rajya
Sabha polls in Gujarat,
where official nominees
of major parties used to
get elected unopposed,
after the BJP fielded a
Congress rebel against
Patel, who is seeking a
fifth term.

The BJP has fielded
party chief Amit Shah,
Union minister Smriti
Irani, and Balwantsinh
Rajput, who till recently
was Congress’ chief whip
in the House, for the three
RS seats. While its first
two candidate will sail
through, the BJP will
have to manage extra
votes to enable Rajput
beat Patel.

The Congress was rat-
tled by the surprise exit
of party stalwart
Shankarsinha Vaghela
recently. It was jolted fur-
ther when its six MLAs,
including Rajput, a rela-
tive of Vaghela resigned
from the Assembly. Three
of them later joined BJP,
setting off alarm bells in
the party in Gujarat
where Assembly elec-
tions are due later this
year. 

However, six of the 51
MLAs still in the
Congress, apart from
Vaghela, have not put
their cards on the table.
They were not among the
MLAs packed off to
Bengaluru.

Vaghela has not quit the
House yet, giving the
Congress a major cause
for worry. 

He on Monday chose to
maintain a silence on his
choice of candidate for
Tuesday’s polls, but said
Congress nominee
Ahmed Patel remained
his “friend”.

“Each and every voter is
the owner of his vote. The
vote is the personal prop-
erty of an MLA (for the
Rajya Sabha election).
Therefore, I do not want
to reveal whom I will vote
for,” Vaghela said. 

Stating that he and
Patel had been friends
since 1977, he said, “Our
relationship is not limit-
ed to politics.” He also
dismissed the talks that
he was in contact with
the BJP members. — PTI

AMITA VERMA | DC 
LUCKNOW, AUG 7

Even as the controversy
on renaming the Mu-
ghalsarai railway station
as Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
railway station rages on,
the Yogi Adityanath gov-
ernment in Uttar Pradesh
is planning to include
books on the life and times
of its ideologue from
Classes I to VIII.

These will be in the form
of comic books and will
illustrate the journey of

the leader. Though it will
not yet be a part of the cur-
riculum, the books are to
be read by all children.

Sources said, the books
are being published by the
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
Sewa Pratishthan, an off-
shoot of the Rashtriya
Swayamsewak Sangh.

The comic books are
being printed in 14 lan-
guages and will be sent for
distribution in all BJP-
ruled states. “The focus of
the books will be on
‘Ekatma Manavwad’ (inte-

grated humanism) and
some of the books will be a
conversation between a

teacher and his pupils.
Through a question and
answer session between

the teacher and the stu-
dents, the philosophy of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya
will be explained. His phi-
losophy would have taken
India to greater heights if
it had been adopted after
Independence. It would
have also strengthened
our cultural roots,” said a
Sangh functionary. Comic
books will mostly be for
children in the primary
classes to generate and
sustain their interest wh-
ile children in Classes IV
and V may be quizzed on

what they have learnt fro-
m the books, said officials.

Meanwhile, the Congress
and the Samajwadi Party
alleged that this was a
clear attempt to saffronise
education by the BJP gov-
ernment. “Gandhi and Ne-
hru are national heroes
who played key roles in
the freedom movement w-
hereas Deen Dayal Upadh-
yaya is an ideologue. This
move is to saffronise the
thinking of the young
generation,” said a
Congress leader .

Vaghela mum on his
choice for RS polls 
■ Former Congress leader says Ahmed Patel is a ‘friend’

DC CORRESPONDENT 
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In what has come as a
major embarrassment for
Chandigarh Police, the
footage of nine CCTVs
installed along the road
on which Varinka Kundu,
29-year-old daughter of an
IAS officer was allegedly
stalked by the Haryana
BJP chief ’s son, Vikas
Barla, has gone missing.  

Apart from rising politi-
cal pressure, this has
come as a major setback
to the police investigation
in the high-profile case.
The police has written to
the National Informatics
Centre to retrieve the
footage at the earliest.

The Congress on
Monday accused the rul-
ing BJP of “conspiring to
hush up” the case. 

All India Congress Com-
mittee media in-charge
Randeep Surjewala said
the Chandigarh police
comes directly under the
Union home ministry and
the Centre is trying to pro-
tect Subhash Barala and
his son. He said, “The
Union home ministry is
conspiring to hush up the

case in a bid to protect the
Haryana state BJP presi-
dent and his son.”

“Will PM Narendra
Modi and BJP president
Amit Shah tell the nation
why they (Subhash Barala
and his son) are being
shielded,” he asked. “Ev-
en before one has lodged a
case, the CCTV footage
goes missing,” he asked. 

Varinka alleged state
BJP chief son, Vikas
Barala, 23, and his friend
Ashish Kumar, 27, chased
the victim while she was
driving alone on her way
home on Saturday. They
even tried to open the
door of her car, she
alleged. The duo was
arrested after she filed a
police complaint.

Stalking case: Footage
from 9 CCTVs ‘missing’ 

New Delhi, Aug. 7: The
Centre has decided to
observe this Indep-
endence Day as ‘Sankalp
Parva’ and asked the
people to dedicate them-
selves to social causes
and share their ideas to
make a new India.

The 70th Independence
Day on August 15 to be
celebrated as the
‘Sankalp Parva’, the
ministry of personnel
said in an order.

Terming ‘Quit India
Movement’ as an impor-
tant milestone, the gov-
ernment has asked peo-
ple to take a pledge to
create a new India that
is strong, prosperous
and inclusive.

The Quit India Mov-
ement or ‘August Kranti’
began on August 9, 1942.
“Under the leadership of
Mahatma Gandhi, peo-
ple across India, in every
village, city, transcend-
ing all barriers came
together with a common
mission to uproot impe-
rialism,” the order said.

As the nation would be
observing 75th anniver-
sary of the Quit India
Movement this year, five
years from now we will
complete 75 years as an
independent nation, it
said. — PTI

Agartala, Aug. 7: Six
Tripura MLAs, who were
sacked by the Trinamul
and voted for the NDA
nominee Ram Nath
Kovind in the presiden-
tial election, on Monday
formally joined the BJP.

The six legislators, led
by former leader of the
opposition (Congress) in
the Tripura Assembly
Sudip Roy Burman, were
welcomed into the saf-
fron party by Union min-
ister Dharmendra Pra-
dhan, the party’s North-
East Democratic Alli-
ance convener Himanta
Biswa Sarma, state BJP
chief Biplab Kumar Deb
and state party observer
Sunil Deodhar.

Besides Roy Burman,
the other MLAs are
Ashish Kumar Saha,
Diba Chandra Hran-
gkhawl, Biswa Bandhu
Sen, Pranjit Singha Roy
and Dilip Sarkar. On July

3, Trinamul secretary
general Partha
Chatterjee had said the
party would have no rela-
tions with the six MLAs.

The six legislators had
quit the Congress and
joined the Trinamul in
protest against the
Congress’ electoral tie-up
with the Left, ahead of
the 2016 West Bengal
Assembly election.

In the run-up to the
presidential poll, the
MLAs had announced
that they would not vote
for a candidate supported
by the CPM and were
sacked by the Trinamul.

“When Congress betr-
ayed us in our movement
to oust the Left Front
government, we thought
Mamata Banerjee would
help us. But we found
that she became close to
Sonia Gandhi and
Sitaram Yechury,” Mr
Burman said. — PTI

I-DAY WILL BE
CELEBRATED AS
SANKALP PARVA

FASTING MEDHA
REMOVED FROM
PROTEST SITE

A HIGH-STAKES BATTLE 
■ The Rajya Sabha
election in Gujarat
slated for Tuesday
has become a
high-stakes battle
for the ruling BJP
and the Opposition
Congress.

■ Four candidates
are in the fray for
the three vacan-
cies to the Upper
House of parlia-
ment and the con-
test is expected to

go down to the
wire.

■ Before Congress
veteran Vaghela
broke ranks, the
Congress had 57
MLAs in the 182-
member House. Six
of its MLAs subse-
quently resigned
bringing down the
party’s tally to 51
and the effective
strength of the
house to 176.

Congress leaders Bharatsinh Solanki, Arjun Modhwadia, Ahmed Patel at
Ahmedabad airport to receive the party’s MLAs from Karnataka on Monday. — PTI

6 sacked Trinamul
MLAs join BJP

5 militants killed as Army
foils major infiltration bid
Srinagar, Aug. 7: The
Army on Monday foiled a
major infiltration attempt
by militants to cross over
from Pakistan-occupied
Kashmir (PoK) into the
Machhil sector by killing
five ultras.

“A major infiltration bid
was foiled on Monday in
the Machhil sector by
alert troops,” a defence
spokesman said here.

He said five militants
were killed in the opera-
tion which was going on
when reports last came in.

During the search, five
weapons have been recov-
ered by the Army, the
spokesman said.

Meanwhile, three
unidentified persons tried
to snatch a weapon from a
bank guard in Charar-e-
Sharief area of Budgam
district in Kashmir on
Monday but an alert
policeman foiled the
attempt, a police
spokesman said.

He said the three
attempted to snatch the
J&K Bank guard’s rifle

but were foiled by the
policeman deployed at the
bank.

The trio managed to
escape, but were caught in
CCTV footage, the
spokesman said.

He said a case has been
registered and investiga-
tion has been taken up.

He said anyone who
helps the police in the
identification of the per-
petrators would be suit-
ably rewarded and their
identity would not be
revealed. — PTI

DC CORRESPONDENT
BHOPAL, AUG. 7 

Social activist Medha
Patkar who launched in-
definite fast on July 27
demanding proper reha-
bilitation for the people
affected by the Sardar
Sarovar Dam project,
was forcibly evicted fro-
m the demonstration sit-
e at Chikalda in Madhya
Pradesh’s Dhar district
on late Monday evening.
The police have also
taken her into custody.

She, along with 11
activists, who had joined
in the hunger strike
were taken away in an
ambulance, a senior
police officer said.

“Her health condition
was deteriorating. The
medical team which vis-
ited her on Sunday had
cautioned that her con-
dition might worsen if
she did not end her fast
immediately. 

Ms Patkar, however,
said she would continue
the fast till her demand
was granted by the state
government.

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 7

Ahead of the crucial
Rajya Sabha elections in
Gujarat on Tuesday both
the Congress and the BJP
are claiming to have the
numbers.

The Congress had
transported its 44 MLAs
to the party ruled
Karnataka fearing defec-
tions. Eight of the 57
MLAs of the Congress
have resigned from the
party this includes for-
mer Chief Minister Sha-
nkersinh Vaghela and his
son. Presently the MLAs
are back in Gujarat and
are in a resort in Anand.
Congress candidate Ah-
med Patel speaking to
reporters in Anand said,
“I am confident of win-
ning the Rajya Sabha
seat. All the MLAs are
with me despite the BJP
trying to break the
MLAs.” He also added
that “I have just got word
that two NCP MLAs will
also be voting for me.”
Reports further suggest
that the lone JD(U) legis-
lator will be extending
support to Mr. Patel.

Hitting back at the
Congress the Gujarat
Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani said, “BJP will
win all the three seats
and Ahmed Patel will def-
initely lose.” 

The BJP president Mr
Amit Shah is also in
Gujarat and he also met
leaders of the BJP in the
state.

Over the last one week
the political drama has
been unfolding in
Gujarat. 

CONFIDENT 
OF WINNING,
SAYS AHMED

GREEN BOND
Schoolgirls tie a rakhi to a plant during an event celebrating Raksha Bandhan in
Chennai on Monday. — AFP 

FATHER OF STALKING
VICTIM TO FIGHT IT OUT
Chandigarh, Aug. 7:
The Haryana IAS offi-
cer, whose daughter was
allegedly stalked by a
senior BJP leader’s son
and his friend, on
Monday took to social
media to seek “maxi-
mum punishment” for
the accused, adding that
he will move court if
charges against the duo
were “diluted”.

“We will not interfere
with the investigation
or the prosecution, just
as we do not want the

accused to influence the
investigation in any
way,” he said in the post.
Varinka Kundu was
vocal about social equal-
ity. Responding to
Haryana BJP vice-presi-
dent Ramveer Bhatti co-
mment about Varnika
‘’roaming at night’ she
said, “It is none of his
business, it is my busi-
ness and my family’s
what I do and where...If
it wasn’t for men like th-
ese, I wouldn’t be unsafe
going out.” — Agencies

■ Comic books will illustrate the life and times of the RSS ideologueHISTORY | LESSONS

UP kids to read about Deen Dayal from Class I

Deen Dayal Upadhyaya

■ ■ COMIC books will
mostly be for children
in primary classes to
generate and sustain
their interest while
children in Classes IV
and V may be quizzed
on what they have
learnt from the books

DC CORRESPONDENT
NEW DELHI, AUG. 7

Despite the Sino-Indian
military tensions amid
the Doklam standoff,
China is pitching for a
successful Brics summit
in the Chinese city of
Xiamen next month,
where Prime Minister
Narendra Modi is expect-
ed to be present, on the
grounds that it’s in the
“interests of all nations”.

Chinese President Xi
Jinping had attended the
Brics summit in Goa last
year. 

At an informal Brics
meeting on the sidelines
of the G-20 summit in
Hamburg last month, Mr
Modi was quoted as say-
ing last month: “Under
President Xi’s chairman-
ship, the progress and
positive momentum of
Brics has further deep-
ened our cooperation.”
Mr Xi had also appreciat-
ed the momentum of
Brics during India’s
chairmanship.

“The successful holding
of the summit is in the
interests of all nations,”
diplomatic sources said
in New Delhi. China
appears to be trying its
best to delink the Doklam
standoff from the multi-

lateral Brics forum and
summit that it will host.

Brazil, Russia, India,
China and South Africa
are members of Brics.
Whether the Doklam
standoff will be resolved
by the time the Brics sum-
mit takes place will be
keenly watched in view of
Mr Modi’s expected visit.

China has lambasted
India over the past weeks,
demanding the withdraw-
al of Indian troops from
Doklam. 

Indian and Chinese tro-
ops have been involved in
a seven-week faceoff at
Doklam, which India and
Bhutan consider
Bhutanese territory. 

China, however, regards
it as its own territory. Ch-
ina has maintained that
“there cannot be any roo-
m for discussion except
that India withdraws its
troops”, and that New
Delhi should not resort to
any “stalling tactics”.

Modi may attend
Brics meet in China

■ Indian and
Chinese troops have
been involved in a
seven-week face-off
at Doklam, which
India and Bhutan
consider Bhutanese
territory. 
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I
n theory, the reversal of the “no-detention” policy for Classes 5 to 8
may lead to higher standards, but the risks-to-benefits ratio involved
in this drastic change isn’t very clear. Where the system of testing
young students in formal exams may be undermined is in the dropout

rate, that could rise from 2010 levels and negate the principle of the right
of children to free and compulsory education up to the secondary level. If
the idea is to separate the wheat from the chaff, the question remains —
what to do with those who may leave school and head straight into the
child labour market? 

Given the social implications of children
dropping out due to a harsh detention poli-
cy, it would appear the clear alternative is to
focus on giving below-average learners
lessons in skill sets that may prepare them
for industry jobs. But this is something we
haven’t excelled in as a nation. Not even
engineers graduating from average colleges
are regarded as employable by industry,
which in India has always borne the respon-
sibility of training its recruits. Where China
scores is in fast-tracking the teaching of
skills to train students for specific jobs. It
spent years catching up with the rest of the
world on its way to becoming the so-called
factory of the world.

There’s nothing like giving every child an
equal chance to shine in academics at school, and then allow him/her to
take life’s lottery in higher education. The difficulties arise only for those
who may not be able to continue studies; and here community colleges
that teach craft than pure academics can play a bigger role. Skilling is a
parallel education path that more industrialised nations have set up. We
need a major change of perspective to understand the need for vocational
training for those who may prefer a quicker path to a job. To enable some
to take it up at an earlier stage is a challenge we haven’t even begun to
tackle.

The debate on issues like the school curriculum and teaching methods
has been on long enough without any concrete new system in sight. While
literacy is a basic human right and all must be given a chance to leave
poverty well behind, not everyone in the vast student population of a
nation growing younger by the day will be a Nobel Prize aspirant. “Where
are the jobs?” a high court judge asked recently, when told that four lakh
teachers would be trained in Tamil Nadu by the end of 2018. Predicting
outcomes has become a scary business in a land of burgeoning population,
but it’s clear more has to be done to teach skills so students can also
become skilled workers if they desire for career and life security.

Gokul 
Gopalakrishnan 

Given the social
implications of chil-

dren dropping out
due to a harsh deten-
tion policy, the clear

alternative is to focus
on giving below-aver-
age learners lessons
in skill sets that may

prepare them for
industry jobs

KARACHI

W
hat if you could edit
your genetic code
as easily as you can
edit a sentence you

write on Microsoft Word…
And if so, how far would you
go? In the near future, that
will not be a hypothetical
question as the first major
step towards gene editing has
already taken place. 

Scientists in the US have
now revealed that they have
for the first time edited out a
dangerous genetic mutation
that causes heart disease from
a human embryo using a revo-
lutionary gene-editing tech-
nique called CRISPR. Last
year, China became the first
country to use this technique
to attempt to cure lung cancer
in a human; previously
CRISPR has been used to

develop TB-resistant cows. 
Due to US regulations, which

strictly bar allowing edited
embryos to develop into
babies, none of the embryos
were allowed to develop for
more than a few days.
However, the test has paved
the way for a future in which
we may not only see genetic
disease eliminated, but also
the ethically questionable cre-
ation of “designer babies” and,
eventually, superhumans. 

Welcome to the “posthuman
age” that promises wonders
and terrors in equal measure.
Take cyborgs. It now seems
inevitable that some kind of
integration of man and
machine will increasingly be
the norm. Pacemakers have
been used for decades, as have
cochlear implants. 

Britain’s National Health
Service has also okayed the

implantations of the Argus II
bionic eye which can restore
sight in some cases of blind-
ness, and more recently people
with severe spinal injuries
resulting in paralysis have
been able to regain the partial
use of their limbs thanks to
chips in their brains. 

In another experiment, a

man paralysed from the waist
down was able to control a
robotic arm thanks to elec-
trodes implanted in the brain.
Taken further, brain implants
aimed at repairing memory
can also help patients suffer-
ing from Alzheimer’s. 

One company in Wisconsin
has implanted “rice-sized
microchips” in its employees’
hands which perform the func-
tions of office entry cards.
Employees can also receive
payments via the chip.
However, once Elon Musk’s
Neuralink project is complete,
such chips will seem mun-
dane: Musk intends to inject a
mesh into our brains allowing
humans to directly interact
with machines and eventually
even communicate mind to
mind. If that’s not enough,
note that steps are also being
taken to create a human “hive

mind” by linking the brains of
individuals to create a “super-
brain.” Scientists have
already linked the brains of
three monkeys, and joined the
brains of four rats, allowing
them to solve a problem that
individual rats struggled to
complete. Human trials are
only then a matter of time, and
will eventually define the
meaning of “brain trust”.

Meanwhile, one field worth
keeping a close eye on is nan-
otechnology — the engineer-
ing of materials and devices
on a molecular scale. Tech-
nologists anticipate a future in
which swarms of tiny robots
will be injected into human
beings, working to fight dis-
eases like cancer, actively
repairing cells and even
enhancing human abilities by
providing us with enhanced
lifespans. 

Just last month, another
major threshold was crossed
as scientists came a step closer
to being able to grow replace-
ment organs for humans by
using stem cells implanted in
host animals, and now
research is being conducted
on enabling humans to re-
grow limbs and organs. 

Ultimately, how much of this
research makes it to the public
at large depends less on scien-
tific advancement as it does on
ethically driven regulations
and laws, which will likely fall
by the wayside as nations race
to achieve leadership in the
biomedical field. What is cer-
tain now is that we are enter-
ing an era where we will be
able to, at least partially, dic-
tate the course of our own evo-
lution.

By arrangement with Dawn

DOUBLE STANDARDS
The murder of RSS worker
Rajesh in Kerala has shook
the Centre and Union
finance minister Arun
Jaitley visited the house of
Rajesh to offer his sympa-
thies to the family (Jaitley:
CPM needs to discipline its
cadre, August 7). But what
about the murders carried
out by cow vigilantes? The
Centre is not bothered
about them as the federal
structure is more important
than valuable human lives. 

Syeda Shaima Razvi
Hyderabad

PROTECT FORESTS 
Although the government of
Telangana state has done the right
thing by planting lakhs of saplings
it is disappointing that natural
forests are not protected. Forests
cannot be substituted with
saplings. The government must do
everything possible to save forests.

S.D. Mukherji
Hyderabad

PAINFUL TAX 
It is painful to note that the Centre
has no sympathy for even dialysis
patients (GST may make dialysis
more costly, August 7). But no one
should feel bad  because tax collect-
ed from the public is used for public
welfare. This will earn some heav-
enly rewards for terminal patients.  

Balatripuramani N.T.
Secunderabad

LOW VALUE NOTES 
The RBI has stopped the printing of
`2,000 notes but the common man
faces a problem in getting low
denomination notes. The pumping
in of `500 and `100 notes is mean-
ingless (RBI floods state with `500 &
`100 notes, August 6). The govern-
ment should have supplied ade-
quate quantities of low value notes. 

A. Mohan Swaroop
Hyderabad

CRIMINALS IN KHAKI 
It is shocking that the police of
states like Chhattisgarh and
Jharkhand are hand in glove with
criminals and is refusing to help
the Telangana state police to arrest
criminals of those states (Other
state cops hostile, August 6). The
NIA must take action against the
criminal cops and their godfathers. 

Varadaraja Swamy
Hyderabad 

SEATBELTS
The inclusion of non-wearing of
seatbelt to calculate points for can-
celling Driving Licence needs to be
reviewed. It is very difficult to
drive in Hyderabad as the roads are
full of potholes. Seatbelts increase
the discomfort of drivers and
brings no benefit as speed is gener-
ally very less. 

M.P. Sharma
Hyderabad

NEW SECRETARIAT 
Building a new secretariat on
Bison Polo Ground will create
chaos as there is heavy traffic near
the ground. Why can’t the new sec-
retariat be built on the vast
Begumpet Airport Grounds? 

Arjun Dass Pamnani
Secunderabad 

Every Monday the best letter of
the week wins `300. Email your
letters to info@deccanmail.com,
editor@deccanmail.com, or fax
them to 27805256. You can also

send them to Editor, Deccan
Chronicle, 36, Sarojini Devi Road,
Secunderabad-500 003. Letters
without full address will not be

considered for the prize.
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Zarrar Khuhro

Pakistan’s new Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi, a longtime loy-
alist of former PM Nawaz Sharif who was ousted in a recent judicial
coup after the Panama Papers disclosures, was chosen with care by

Mr Sharif himself with a view to next year’s parliamentary election. The
composition of the Abbasi Cabinet was also cleared by Mr Sharif, keeping
in mind the needs of the election.

The Cabinet has three noteworthy features. It’s Pakistan’s largest-ever,
and the expectation is that so many ministers drawn from all regions and
denominations will help positively impact the polls for the Pakistan
Muslim League (Nawaz).

For the first time in a quarter-century, the council of ministers has a
Hindu member in Darshan Lal from Sindh, normally regarded as a
stronghold of the PPP, a strong rival of the PML(N) in the electoral stakes.

The third noteworthy feature is the appointment of a foreign minister.
KhwajaAsif, defence minister in the erstwhile Sharif government, gets
this post. Mr Sharif had made do with a foreign affairs adviser and veter-
an politician Sartaj Aziz, acceptable to the military and Mr Sharif himself,
had filled this slot. Through a regular foreign minister, does Mr Sharif
wish to retain a modicum of influence in the stance toward India?

The former PM’s political calculations apart, it is the military which
calls the shots. Were this not so, it is unclear if Mr Sharif would have been
dismissed as PM by the Supreme Court. Therefore, at this stage, it may not
be wise to expect a constructive stand towards India.

Abbasi: Don’t expect much

LETTERS

Posthuman age offers wonders and terrors

School detentions:
Who will it benefit?
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To project India globally,
show more unity at home

T
he Lok Sabha
debate on for-
eign policy last
week was dis-
appointing on

several counts. First, the
Opposition could have
framed the issues better.
Simply itemising wors-
ened ties with most
countries based on some
recent episodes simpli-
fied external affairs min-
ister Sushma Swaraj’s
task as she argued effec-
tively that the roots lay
in the Congress-led UPA
government’s 10-year
rule. Second, regret-
tably, when the govern-
ment is enforcing a red
line at the Line of Actual
Control abutting close
friend Bhutan’s bound-
ary with China,
Parliament, instead of
voicing unanimous sup-
port, aired dissonance.
Third, the BJP riles the
Opposition when each
diplomatic move is trea-
ted as born of “immacu-
late conception” the
morning of Prime
Minister Narendra
Modi’s swearing-in
when, in fact, the themes
are traceable to Prime
Minister P.V.
Narasimha Rao and his
successors. Mr Modi no
doubt has brought new
energy and a person-
alised style.

The immediate reason
for the foreign policy
domestic consensus
breaking down is the
aggressive attack by the
BJP, not only during the
Assembly elections but
later by stealing man-
dates like in Goa by
forming governments by
luring Opposition
MLAs, particularly of
the Congress. To worsen
matters, the BJP is
using every agency
under its command,
brandishing new dra-
conian laws for check-
ing money-laundering
and benami deals to
browbeat its political
opponents.

Dr Henry Kissinger in
a recent piece “Chaos
and order in a changing
world” advises the West

to rethink its geo-strate-
gic concept — by
redefining Atlanticism.
But US President Donald
Trump’s isolationist
instincts and Britain’s
exit from the European
experiment render that
difficult. Europe’s natur-
al leader Germany is
reluctant to lead. This
vacuum is accompanied
by instability in West
Asia caused by the
Islamic State’s rise and
the collapse of gover-
nance in Syria, Iraq,
Libya and Yemen. Dr
Kissinger presciently
quips that the enemy’s
enemy may also be your
enemy. Finally, a resur-
gent China by its “One
Belt One Road” concept,
floated in 2013 and with
$900 billion so far invest-
ed in infrastructure pro-
jects, is shifting the glob-
al fulcrum from the
Atlantic to Eurasia.

The Modi govern-
ment’s performance has
to be measured against
this background, and
not by nitpicking poli-
cies in relation to one
neighbour or another.
What has the Modi gov-
ernment done to prepare
India for the new world
order or to shape it?

Sino-Indian relations
can be analysed first.
Since 2008, China has
progressively become
more aggressive in deal-
ing with all neighbours.
In case of India, improv-
ing Indo-US relations
only increased Chinese
paranoia. China block-
ing India’s entry into the
Nuclear Suppliers Gro-
up and blocking the list-
ing of terrorist Masood
Azhar by the UN
Security Council sanc-
tions committee was
already riling India. The
China-Pakistan Econ-
omic Corridor (CPEC)
added fuel to it. China
then pegged it to its
OBOR initiative.

At that point India had
a policy choice. The
Modi government took
the nationalistic route,
berating CPEC as
infringing on Indian

sovereignty as it trans-
verses Gilgit-Baltistan,
which are Indian as ter-
ritories belonging to the
former Kingdom of
Kashmir. 

The world not viewing
OBOR as such put India
in danger of being isolat-
ed. Western companies,
including American
ones, are salivating at
the prospect of business
deals. General Electric
has already sold $2.3 bil-
lion of equipment.
Caterpillar, Honeywell,
etc are in queue to reap
benefits.

Did the Modi govern-
ment look at alternative
approaches to have
China accept in writing,
as it does in the 1963 bor-
der agreement with
Pakistan, that Gilgit-
Baltistan is disputed ter-
ritory as condition
precedent to withdraw-
ing its objections?
Furthermore, India
could have extracted
support for NSG mem-
bership and China
allowing Masood Azhar
to be listed. It is possible
China would not have
agreed, but at least then
India could use the
Chinese obduracy to jus-
tify boycotting the
Beijing Belt and Road
Forum. 

The Doklam standoff
flows from the logic of
India dealing with
China more stridently.
India’s neighbours are
watching this shadow
play carefully. Sri Lanka
has already buckled,
conceding control over
15,000 acres adjoining
Hambantota port to off-
set the debt accruing
from port development.
The Chinese vice-presi-
dent will be in
Kathmandu just before
external affairs minister
Sushma Swaraj arrives
there. In the Maldives, a
pseudo-dictator is dis-
torting constitutional
processes. Worsening
relations with China

will make Indian man-
agement of relations
with neighbours more
challenging as they play
one against the other.

Finally, the govern-
ment’s handling of the
West Asian imbroglio is
flawed. Sequential deal-
ing with potentates of
the Gulf or West Asia
without a grand strategy
or empathy cannot
obtain India influence.
The “open mike”
remark by Israeli PM
Benjamin Netanyahu
that Mr Modi had
quipped to him that he
was unlikely to get
water technology in
Ramallah indicates prej-
udice that no Prime
Minister of India must
betray abroad. To allow
gau rakshaks to lynch
unimpeded on religious
grounds would be noted
in the Islamic world.
Iran’s supreme leader
repeatedly linking
Kashmir to atrocities
against Muslims else-
where verbalises this
concern. Senior minis-
ter Nitin Gadkari’s visit
to fast-track the
Chahbahar port project
will fail unless Mr Modi
is seen as abiding by the
letter and spirit of the
Indian Constitution. 

The latest reports
indicate a Taliban
attack in Western
Afghanistan originating
in and supported by
Iran. Iran, with Russian
consent, is filling the
power vacuum in a
shattering post-World
War I construct of West
Asian states. Civilisa-
tional and historic
powers like Iran and
Turkey resent being
patronised by
transactional offers.

India may not yet rival
China militarily or eco-
nomically, but India has
always had greater soft
power fuelled by Indian
philosophy, tolerance,
democracy, films, and
the like. But the purvey-
ors of Hindutva are
eroding that. Mr Modi
needs a political and
socio-religious consen-
sus at home and the
moral authority derived
from it to have the voice
to shape the emerging
global order in which
old certainties are over.

The writer is a former 
secretary in the external

affairs ministry. He
tweets at @ambkcsingh

India may not yet
rival China 

militarily or 
economically, but
India has always
had greater soft
power fuelled by

Indian philosophy,
tolerance, 

democracy, films,
and the like

K.C. Singh
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BLAST FAX DADROCK
Word  SPY

A fax that is sent to a large
number of recipients

Music performed by ageing
rock stars

THE NYT CROSSWORD

Y
es, the verdict
is out —
women are
liars. The bru-
talities inflict-
ed upon them
are not real;
they are a

mere figment of imagination.
Women are irrational beings.
Without weighing the implica-
tions of their actions, in the
heat of the moment, they rush
to file false complaints of cruel-
ty and dowry demands against
their husbands and other fami-
ly members. Later, when reali-
ty dawns on them, they regret
and wish to retract and save
their marriages. But by then it
is too late, the marriage is bro-
ken irretrievably by her irra-
tional action of approaching
the police and filing a case. 

This is what our learned
judges of the Supreme Court
tell us. (Rajesh Sharma vs.
State of UP, July 27). Adding
insult to injury, they proclaim
that the guidelines issued by
them to the police not to arrest
the accused until a family wel-
fare committee investigates

the case and sends in a report
will be beneficial to the wife, as
the woman will be saved from
acting in a hasty manner and
ruining her marriage. 

The narrative that the judges
have projected is totally out of
sync with the lived realities of
women. The experiences of
several women’s organisations
working in cities, towns and
rural areas indicate that
women approach the police as
a last resort. This is because
they, more than anyone else,
are acutely aware that there
are few choices outside mar-
riage for them. The natal fami-
ly does not accept them and the
government has failed to pro-
vide emergency shelters.
Despite these odds, women
venture to file a case out of
sheer desperation. 

At this stage, according to
our judges, women should be
“counselled” and sent back to
the same violent marriage
without any protection. There
should be no restraint upon the
husband and his family to pre-
vent further violence for, after
all, the violence was a mere fig-

ment of her imagination. So it
appears that the only choice
she is left with is to return and
commit suicide. Only when
there is a dead body our judges
may believe that it is a “gen-
uine case” worthy of a com-
plaint under Section 498A.

If only dead women could
speak and give evidence in
court that the violence inflict-
ed upon them prior to their
death was real, causing severe
injuries, skull fractures, abor-
tions, damage to the cornea,
broken noses, ruptured ear
drums, damage to internal
organs. 

They would also have told
our judges that most had not
even approached the police
prior to their death and the few
who dared to approach the
police were sent back without
an FIR because it was just
“normal” violence which any
husband inflicts upon his wife
as part of the “normal wear
and tear” of marriage. It is the
bounden duty of women to
endure and adjust. So despite
all the fancy laws in our statute
books, these women were
reduced to mere figures in offi-
cial crime statistics.

Since life has been snuffed
out of their lives, when they
were barely in their 20s and
30s, the only voices which
judges of our Supreme Court
hear are of the relatives of hus-
bands who had demanded
dowry, inflicted violence upon
the women and caused extreme

humiliation to them. Are we to
believe that in a city of over 20
billion people, the 300-500 cases
constitute misuse of the legal
provisions of cruelty to wives?

In the anecdotal narrations
that surround the myth of false
cases, there is a bedridden
mother-in-law, a teenaged sis-
ter-in-law and a bright brother-
in-law in an engineering col-
lege whose future is marred by
the false implication. But if all
these cases were false, how
come the chargesheet is filed in
over 90 per cent cases? Even in
the Rajesh Sharma case, there
is no denial of the fact that
Sharma and his family
demanded `3,00,000 and a car
after the marriage. When this
demand was not met, he left his
wife at her maternal home
when she was pregnant and
thereafter she suffered an
abortion.

Within this master narrative,
the gruesome murder of
Shobha, a construction worker

in rural Parbani district of
Maharashtra does not create
any ruffles in the media. When
Shobha had approached the
police earlier, with a complaint
of acute physical violence, the
police sent her back without
even registering a non-cognis-
able complaint. If they had
acted promptly Shobha might
have been alive today. One
night when she was asleep, the
alcoholic husband smashed
her head with a boulder. When
neighbours rushed in after
hearing screams of the three
young daughters, they found
Shobha lying dead in a pool of
blood. 

Then there is my neighbour
in a quiet middle-class area in
suburban Mumbai. A church-
going elderly gentleman in his
mid-60s strangled his 57-year-
old wife to death over a minor
quarrel a fortnight ago. Rachel,
the housewife, had never
approached the police even to
file an NC complaint against
her husband in 35 years of her
married life. 

The acute domestic violence
in India has been highlighted
through various national and
international studies. The
most significant among them
is the National Family Health
Survey-III (NFHS-III) conduct-
ed in 2005-06. This important
study revealed that 31 per cent
of married women were physi-
cally abused and 10 per cent
were subjected to “severe
domestic violence” and 12 per

cent of those who reported
severe violence suffered at
least one of the following
injuries: bruises, wounds,
sprains, dislocation, broken
bones, broken teeth, or severe
burns and 14 per cent experi-
enced emotional abuse. 

The NFHS study brought
out the ground reality
that more than 54 per

cent of men and 51 per cent of
women responded that it was
okay for a man to beat his wife
if she disrespected her in-laws,
neglected her home or chil-
dren, or even over something
as trivial as less or more salt in
the food. 

Our judges seem to be oblivi-
ous of the fact that “cruelty”
under Section 498A does not
need to be related to dowry,
nor does it have to involve
physical cruelty or death. And
yet even 35 years after this pro-
vision was added to the Indian
Penal Code our police, judges,
lawyers and the media contin-
ue to name it as a “dowry” law. 

There is a class bias that
operates here and the acute
violence suffered by poor
women in urban slums and far-
flung rural areas goes unno-
ticed by our judges. The few
cases that get registered are
those of women who approach
the police with a written com-
plaint, accompanied by their
lawyers or those who are able
to “pull strings”.

It is tragic that Rajesh

Sharma has made a reference
to the Domestic Violence Act
only to the extent that the law
provides for counselling. This
comment alone exposes the
inherent bias of our judges.
The PWDVA provides for pro-
tection against domestic vio-
lence, compensation against
the injuries suffered, injunc-
tion against dispossession, cus-
tody of children and mainte-
nance for the survivor and her
children. Yes, every case under
Section 498A needs to be linked
to DVA and magistrates need
to be alert to provide women
civil remedies at the earliest
stage. 

It is true that a large number
of cases are languishing in our
courts. It is because once the
husband and relatives are
released on bail, they abscond.
Since it is non-compoundable
the cases cannot be easily
closed and becomes dormant.
The role of the complainant is
limited only to giving evidence
in court. Until the case reaches
this stage, she is kept in the
dark. Meanwhile, she might
have moved on in life. This act
on her part to rebuild her life
cannot be termed as “false
case” and “misuse of law”. If
only our judges took a keen
interest in protecting women,
Rajesh Sharma would have
reached a different conclusion. 

The author is a women’s
rights lawyer based in Mumbai 

LONDON

W
e remember it not
only for the rain
that fell, the mud
that weighed
down the living

and swallowed the dead, but
also for the courage and bravery
of the men who fought here.”

The Prince of Wales was in
good voice on July 31 at the cen-
tenary commemorations of the
battle of Passchendaele — more
properly, “Third Ypres”. It was
a pity he couldn’t say that we
should remember it not only for
the incompetence of the high
command, but because the
majority of the British troops
were at best only half-trained.

One of the enduring myths
about war is that armies can be
raised quickly. They can’t,
because armed conflict is the
most complex human interac-
tion known. A soldier’s skill is
nine parts judgment. It takes
time to acquire — as true today
as it was 100 years ago, perhaps
even more so. Yet we’re about to
make the same mistake as we
did before 1914: thinking we can
influence events without
putting boots on the ground and
shrinking the Army to a token
force. The view in much of
Whitehall seems to be that inter-
vention leads only to entangle-
ment — and that intervention
by land forces leads only to
bloodier entanglement.

“Mission creep” isn’t a term
heard much these days, but its
spectre seemed to be haunting
Mark Sedwill, the national secu-
rity adviser, last month at a
Royal United Services Institute
conference. “What is our core
national interest?” he wanted to
know. “What can we live with in
terms of outcomes? What should
a Western comprehensive
strategic plan look like? Only
after answering that should we
work out what we can and

should do.”
The Pentagon’s view of things

was certainly putting the fear of
God into policymakers at the
event. The head of the US Army,
General Mark Milley, Ivy
League graduate and ex-Special
Forces, declared with biblical
portent that we are at one of
those rare moments in history: a
fundamental change in the char-
acter of conflict, caused by
urbanisation and “the lethality
resulting from electronic emis-
sions”. Were we going to be up
for it?

Yet the question could be acad-
emic, for the latest Strategic
Defence and Security Review
(SDSR), announced recently and
unusually quietly, which
Sedwill is leading, looks like
shaping our armed forces in a
way that makes boots on the
ground simply not an option.
The review’s starting point is
that the books don’t balance,
largely thanks to expensive
navy and RAF equipment pro-
grammes. The likely forthcom-
ing departure of the chief of the
defence staff, Air Chief Marshal
Sir Stuart Peach, to Nato, isn’t a
good sign either. Even with the
strongest chiefs, reviews have
been bad enough.

But let’s be clear: no defence
review has ever resulted in
more spending. So the Army is
going to feel the squeeze, and the
danger is that the guts will be
squeezed out of it. Sedwill says
he is “interested in effect, not in
numbers”. But what if the effect
you need is mass? Army num-
bers have already fallen to
80,000, their lowest in two cen-
turies. Numbers matter because
in war, people count. The
army’s significant and unprece-
dented lack of mass is its great-
est capability gap. It’s the only
one you can’t fill by buying off
the shelf as an urgent opera-
tional requirement.

The Army’s priority will be to

keep a mechanised division of
two “manoeuvre” brigades and
combat support. Without it, we
wouldn’t be able to fight along-
side the Americans in high-
intensity combat, which would
mean the end of the special mili-
tary relationship. Nor could we
play our part within Nato. But
what of the lighter, more agile
units? 

Troop reductions would make
the army little more than a
shell. Even now it could not sus-
tain a brigade on operations
indefinitely without huge
recourse to the reserves. So
when intervention is no longer
avoidable — Macmillan’s
“events, dear boy” — it may
have to be on the lines of Libya,
Syria, and (to a lesser degree)
Yemen: air support, with a few
advisers on the ground, some
trainers perhaps, and special
forces for strategic targets.

But so-called stand-off inter-
ventions have two inescapable
drawbacks. Without boots on
the ground, you don’t influence
the strategy. 

Threats to take away support
don’t cut much ice with local
forces. They call the shots,
metaphorically as well as liter-
ally. 

And even when there is mini-
mal collateral damage from
stand-off weapons, they excite
moral repugnance, especially
with drones and cruise missiles
killing from afar, sometimes
continents away. Like the
French man-of-war in Conrad’s
Heart of Darkness shelling invis-
ible enemies in the jungle —
“incomprehensible, firing into a
continent”.

So as the fighting muddles on,
the intervention risks slowly
losing whatever legitimacy it
had. The Nato bombing cam-
paign against Serbia in 1999 was
a prime example. 

Had it not been for the build-up
of Allied Command Europe’s

ground forces on the Kosovo
border, under General Sir Mike
Jackson, the Serbs could proba-
bly have toughed it out until
Nato, with no worthwhile and
legitimate targets left, was
forced by the growing weight of
international opinion to stop
bombing.

That is the second limitation of
stand-off interventions: the pace
and duration of the campaign is
determined by those who are on
the ground, whose priority will
probably not be speed. Strategic
patience is needed, therefore —
a commodity that has been
scarce in the past and is not like-
ly to be any more plentiful in the
future. For it is another myth
that wars are short. Wars
between irregular forces are
notoriously and irrationally
long. Even in campaigns against
regular troops, although the ini-
tial phase may be accomplished
quickly, as in Iraq and the fall of
Baghdad, consolidation is long
drawn out.

Yet another myth is the belief
that special forces — clandes-
tine, deniable — can do it all.
They have precision, best direct-
ed against strategic targets, but
not mass. They are a scarce
resource and need a large
recruiting base — the rest of the
Army. 

When briefing Tony Blair
once, the then Chief of the
Defence Staff began to get the
impression that the PM believed
the SAS were much bigger than
they really were, so he asked
him how many he thought there
were. “Forty thousand?” replied
Blair. To begin with, take off
two noughts.

The final myth is that wars can
be won from afar. The truth is
that, just as in 1918, the last shot
fired comes out of an infantry-
man’s rifle.

By arrangement with 
the Spectator

To win wars, need troops on ground

ACROSS

1 Ultracool
person
7 Moneybags
13 Queen
of rap
14 Penguin
species
15 Diffuse through
16 They make
waves in the
ocean
17 Hollywood V.I.P.s:
Abbr.
18 Roomba, for one
20 Bar at a roast
21 Called for
22 Sounded off
23 Bear in a
2012 film and
its 2015 sequel
24 Not much
26 With 45-Across,
not be direct … or
what four
groups of black
squares in this
puzzle do?
28 Parks who stood
up for the right to sit
down
29 Sequoia, e.g.

31 Financial promise
33 Certain lighters
35 Actor Peters of
“American Horror
Story”
36 MapQuest feature
40 Impressionist
artist?
44 Letter before Peter
in the Joint
Army/Navy 
Phonetic Alphabet
45 See 26-Across
47 Scam
48 Just fine
49 ___ acid
50 Little jerk
51 Alien such as
Jabba
53 Methuselah’s
father
55 Best Picture partly
adapted from a C.I.A.
operative’s book
56 Breakout consoles
58 “Grease” actress
whose first name
consists of the same
two letters twice
60 “Let’s call it a
day!”
61 Eight-time Gold
Glove winner Jim

62 Forward
63 Nets with weights

DOWN

1 It might hold your
glasses
2 Security cam sites
3 Certain nutritionist
4 “Our deeds still
travel with us from
___, / And what we
have been makes us
what we are”: George
Eliot
5 Zen 
enlightenment
6 “Whole”
amount
7 Word before food,
paradoxically?
8 Extreme
fandom
9 Treasury bills?
10 #2 on Rolling
Stone’s list of the
“100 Greatest
Guitarists”
11 Most open
12 Stressful time for a
student
13 Played smoothly
15 Handle roughly

19 Well-timed
25 “The Many Loves
of ___ Gillis”
26 Relative of a cock-
atoo
27 Provider of protec-
tion from the rain
28 Dressing choice
30 Red hair tint
32 Allowance
34 Penn : Wharton ::
M.I.T. : ___
36 Jointly run
37 Personal website
section
38 Soda can 
features
39 Scannable

black-and-white
boxes
41 They have souped-
up engines
42 Endorses 
digitally
43 Drone’s job, maybe
46 Stop waffling
52 Sequoia, e.g.
53 Abbr. before a
year
54 ___ cable (com-
puter/TV connector)
55 Embarrassing
spots?
57 John, in
Scotland

59 Na+ or Cl–

Victims of violence face judicial bias 

Let your anger
serve truth

Anger is one of the
perennial prob-
lems of human

beings. This instinct is
so basic, it is universal-
ly present in animals
and birds as well. But
man being a conscious
animal tries to get over
it or hide it in social sit-
uations, tries to change
his behaviour but it
springs up again in an
conscious state. 

And the reason is
quite astonishing. You
are defeated by anger
because you deal with it
as an emotional entity,
you want to control it.
Whereas anger is not
just an emotion, it is an
existential energy
deeply rooted in the
body, thoughts and
words. 

There is anger of the
body, anger of the
words and anger of
thoughts. So if you real-
ly want to remove anger
it has to be eradicted
from these three levels. 

This is what Buddha
told his disciple.
“Beware of the anger of
the body. Master the
body. Let it
serve truth.
Beware of
the anger of
the mouth.
Master your
words. Let
them serve
t r u t h .
Beware of
the anger of
the mind. Master your
thoughts. Let them
serve truth.”

Osho decodes
Buddha’s words with
his insights into mod-
ern psychology and
body work. 

He says that the body
accumulates anger, and
has its own ways of
accumulating it. 

For instance, when
you feel angry you
gnash your teeth, you
clench your fists, tense
the muscles. Postural
integration, rolfing, and
methods like that are
becoming very much
aware that your
repressed anger, sexual-
ity, greed and all kinds
of poisons accumulate
in the body, in the mus-
cles. 

By deep massage those
poisons can be released.
It can make you aware
that your body is carry-
ing many things; and
your body drives you
into things, but you can
master the body. 

How can you master

the body? Interestingly,
by relaxation.
shavasana is the best
way of relaxing the
body. It means the body
is so deeply relaxed that
it becomes like a corpse.
This relaxes the physi-
cal anger. 

When you have
learned how to relax the
anger of the body, then
the next layer is to start
becoming aware of what
you say. 

Sometimes, uncon-
sciously, you utter a
word. You were not
aware of the implica-
tions of the word. You
may not have ever
thought that it would
create such trouble for
you. This is the anger of
the mouth. 

And third, the anger
in your thoughts. You
may refrain from say-
ing something but the
angry thoughts will go
on surging in your
mind. These thoughts
are so strong that they
completely overpower
you. 

Because your have
recorded all kinds of

things in the
mind and
you go on
e x p r e s s i n g
them, think-
ing that you
are saying
them; that is
not true.
Your mind
goes on

repeating old patterns
and you go on getting
into old problems, again
and again. 

If you can watch the
body, the mind and all
its functioning, you will
become so separate
from them that you can
master them. 

Lastly, Buddha says a
wonderful thing: “Let
the anger serve truth.”
It means we harbour
anger because we are
serving the false, the
unreal. We get angry to
protect ourselves, to
attack others. If we live
a truthful life we will
not need so much anger
or violence. The body
will be relaxed, the
mind will be calm and
the words will echo our
inner peace and truth-
fulness.

Amrit Sadhana is 
editor Osho Times

International. She facil-
itates meditation work-

shops based on Osho
insights around the

country and abroad.

There acute violence
suffered by poor
women in urban slums
and far-flung rural
areas goes unnoticed
by our judges. The few
cases that get 
registered are those of
women who approach
the police with a 
written complaint...

One of the enduring
myths about war is
that armies can be

raised quickly. They
can’t, because

armed conflict is
the most complex
human interaction
known. A soldier’s
skill is nine parts

judgment.

Flavia Agnes

Amrit Sadhana
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Mallinson
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T
he next time you stand
on the weighing scale to
check your weight, don’t
forget to pull out the
measuring tape and

check your bulging waistline as
well. We all know that tummy con-
sciousness cuts across nations
and classes. It’s no secret that a
protruding tummy is often consid-
ered a social embarrassment.
However, a majority of men in
Indian households see it as a sign
of prosperity and marital bliss.

A new study published in the
journal Frontiers in Public Health
suggests that the number of peo-
ple who fall into the “overfat” cat-
egory in the top 30 industrialised
countries, are more than all of the
obese and overweight people in
the world. In fact, the journal’s
findings claim that an estimated
90 per cent of the men and 50 per
cent of the children in the US,
New Zealand, Greece and Iceland
are overfat. Researchers found
that 80 per cent of the women in
these countries were overfat too.

“Overfat” is a term used to
describe body fat levels that can
actually imbalance a person’s
health. People with “normal
weight” or “non-obese” by tradi-
tional standards, too, can fall in
the overfat category, which con-
sists typically of people who have
the proverbial beer belly or pot-
belly, but are otherwise in decent
shape.

In fact, abdominal fat is one of
the most dangerous kinds of fat
one can have. Unlike your love
handles — the pinchable fat right
beneath your skin — abdominal
fat is in your stomach area and
grows deep inside your body. It
wraps around your vital organs.
Your liver borrows this fat and
turns it into cholesterol that can
sneak into your arteries. If your
arteries start to harden, this can
lead to a heart attack or stroke.

In the past, several technologies
were used to tackle obesity, each
promising obesity control and fat
control in a short span of time. As
to how effective they were, and the
hidden dangers, it is anybody’s
guess.

Being overweight imperils your
health in many ways. But what is
not so commonly known is that
one of main fallouts of obesity is
skin ailments, which people most-
ly neglect to treat. Besides the ele-
vated risks for heart disease, dia-
betes and certain types of cancer,
excess weight also adversely
impacts the health and appear-
ance of your skin. The body that
carries too much weight can lead
to insulin resistance. When this
happens, darkened, velvety patch-
es called acanthosis nigricans can
form, especially in areas where
the skin folds and overlaps like
the knees, elbows, groin, armpits,
underarms and neck, even promi-
nent marks on the face. Weight
loss can improve the appearance
of acanthosis nigricans.

Obesity can lead to extremely
dry skin and impaired wound
healing. Incidence of acne or pim-
ples, pigmentation problems like
melasma and hirsutism is high in
obese patients, especially in
females who have associated poly-
cystic ovarian disease because of
hormonal imbalance, again due to
obesity.

Stretch marks are another
area of concern as they are
extremely difficult to
remove, even with the
latest lasers and tech-
nologies available to
us. Fungal infec-
tions as well as
chronic skin dis-
eases like psoria-
sis and venous
leg ulcers are
high in over-
fat individu-
als.

Research has
shown that
Indians figure
high on the
obesity chart
and have some
of the highest
rates of dia-
betes. In fact,
there is a higher
prevalence of central
obesity in Indians as
compared to
Caucasians.  Globally,
among children under
five years of age, at least 41
million were found to be
obese or overweight in 2014.
The WHO report suggests it is
rising at a frenetic pace in all
developing countries. Between
1990 and 2014, the number of over-
weight children has more than
doubled from 7.5 million to 15.5
million. In 2014, almost half (48%)
of all overweight and obese chil-

dren under 5 years age lived in
Asia, and one-quarter (25%) in
Africa. Technology today is often
used as a band-aid solution for
tackling problems. But there is a
lack of awareness among people
about the latest technologies.
Blaming inactivity on technology
is an excuse to ignore personal
responsibility. Today there are
wonderful technologies that can
be used to encourage physical
activity and prevent obesity. But
most importantly, technology can
help boost low confidence and
improve body image issues, which
could lead to many other physical
and mental and problems.

(Dr Debraj Shome is a promi-
nent Mumbai-based facial plastic
surgeon and director, The Esthetic

Clinics, India)

Medical studies describe it as body fat which can hurt a person’s health. India and China have the highest number
of obese children in the world. If on the one hand, we see an alarming spike in obesity levels in developing

countries, on the other, we have a growing obsession with body image. Hence, how we look matters a great deal.
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Obesity is not because it runs in
the family. It is because no one
runs in the family.

— Anonymous

A protruding belly
was a sign of
prosperity and power,
but today it is a
social embarrassment
across nations and
classes.

I
f you think Pot-Wheat-Pear-Beer is an exotic
cocktail, you are likely to be a man! These are
types of bellies, often used in the context of
men. For women, there are many other areas of
their bodies to be concerned about. Lately, men

seem to be embarrassed about their increasing waist-
lines and are attempting to become flat and fit. But
this male embarrassment and guilt at the big belly is
a recent phenomenon. A protruding belly was once
acceptable, if not a matter of pride.

Bollywood is witness to this claim. There is no
dearth of examples in the history of Hindi cinema. A

lead actor with his young son, showing-off his rounded
physique above stripped kachha trunks, singing Thande-

thande pani se nahan chahiye, was a hit in the ’70s! One
could argue that Sanjeev Kumar’s acting prowess was belit-
tled by his belly. On the contrary, the belly was part of being
desirable. Actors from the Kapoor clan, including the leg-
endary Raj Kapoor in Mera Naam Joker, or Rishi Kapoor in
Chandni, charmed audiences in spite of their paunches. A
protruding belly was a symbol of prosperity and power. Flat
abs were not desirable in the industry then.

Then how come in the last decade or so, shame rather than
pride is the emotion associated with large male bellies? Pride
at having a big belly has been replaced by the six-packs of the
metrosexual male. What factors steered this change?

Reasons are largely structural and social. First, obesity,
which was once a sign of wealth and prosperity, became more per-
vasive among the urban and even rural middle class due to the
rapid transformation from an agrarian to an urban society. Rising
income levels and sedentary lifestyles played their part too in this
equalising process. 

Then, the affluent began cutting visceral flab with the resources
at their disposal like dieticians, gyms, slimming and beauty cen-
tres and medical technology, all of which became booming indus-
tries in early 2000.

Increasingly, the beauty-fitness-medical industry was targeting
men. Ads showing before-after images of large-bellied men chang-
ing into Greek-gods were compulsively convincing. The supply-

side was ready.
I argue that the demand among men for

slimming is essentially fuelled by changing
relationship dynamics between the genders.

More women in the work force during and
post liberalisation meant not only financial
independence but also a part in decision mak-
ing. Also, pro-women legislations in the last
decade challenged the patriarchal hegemony
of Indian society. Legislation such as the
Hindu Succession (Amendment) Act 2005,

ensuring equal rights for daughters in their parental property; the
Domestic Violence Act, 2005; the Sexual Harassment of Women at
Workplace (Prevention, Prohibition and Redressal) Act, 2013 and
the Maternity Benefit (Amendment) Act 2017, are game-changers
in giving women the negotiating power in various relationships
they had with men in their eco system. A recent advertisement of
an international washing machine brand is a testimony to this. A
wife wittily tells her oversized but exercising husband that if any-
thing was going out of shape, it was not his expensive shirt! She
insists he keep cycling ruthlessly dismissing him for working out
for six months while he solaces his gigantic tummy! The assertive-
ness and aspirations of women about a fitter body has spilled over
to the men — husband, son and boyfriend!

Male celebrities that did an image make-over by shedding excess
bulges and belly, like the singer Adnan Sami, business czar-in-the
making Anant Ambani and Maharashtra’s Chief Minister
Devendra Fadnavis, have one thing in common — a woman —  wife
or mother — who walked the talk herself. Roya Faryabi, Neeta
Ambani and Amruta Fadnavis’ oomph factor motivated their men-
folk to transform. Men are now playing alongside women in getting
in shape. When relationships were unequal and weighted towards
men, bellies flourished, but assertive women are no longer willing
to put up with ugly flab in their menfolk.

Men have much to gain and little to lose in the deal, other than
loose pants and losing their bellies.

(Dr Jaya Goyal is a social scientist with a PhD in Social 
Science. She has worked and written on public policy on 

health, nutrition, outcome budgeting, social audits and caste reser-
vations in higher education.) 
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OBESITY & 

SKIN DISORDERS

48%
IN 2014 OF ALL OVERWEIGHT 

and obese children in the
world under 5 years of
age lived in Asia, and
25% in Africa.

CHINA AND INDIA HAVE
THE HIGHEST NUMBER
OF OBESE CHILDREN.

IN THE U.S., NEW ZEALAND, GREECE
AND ICELAND ARE OVERFAT.

90% 80% 50%
WOMEN CHILDRENMEN

DARKENED, VELVETY PATCHES CALLED
ACANTHOSIS NIGRICANS CAN FORM IN AREAS
WHERE THE SKIN FOLDS AND OVERLAPS LIKE

THE KNEES, ELBOWS, GROIN, ARMPITS,
UNDERARMS AND NECK, SOMETIME PROMINENT
MARKS ON FACE TOO. GREY, BROWN OR BLACK

PATCHES MAY APPEAR.
EXTREMELY DRY SKIN AND IMPAIRED WOUND

HEALING. 
ACNE OR PIMPLES, PIGMENTATION

PROBLEMS LIKE MELASMA AND HIRSUTISM.
STRETCH MARKS

FUNGAL INFECTIONS AS WELL AS
CHRONIC SKIN DISEASES LIKE PSORIASIS

AND VENOUS LEG ULCERS ARE MORE
COMMON IN OVERFAT INDIVIDUALS.

1990

20
15

20147.5 
MILLION

603.7 
MN | ADULTS

107.7 
MN | CHILDREN

15.5
MILLION

NUMBER OF OVERWEIGHT 
CHILDREN IN LOW AND MIDDLE-INCOME

COUNTRIES HAS DOUBLED 

DR JAYA GOYAL

DR DEBRAJ SHOME 

Research has shown that Indians figure high on the obesity
chart. There is a also higher prevalence of central obesity in
Indians as compared to Caucasians.

PRIDE AT HAVING A BIG BELLY HAS
BEEN REPLACED BY THE SIX-PACKS

OF THE METROSEXUAL MALE. THE
AFFLUENT BEGAN CUTTING FLAB

WITH THE OF HELP OF DIETICIANS
AND GYMS.

HEAVY DUTY AFFAIR

WEIGHT WATCH 
● OBESITY IS MEASURED BY
BODY MASS INDEX (BMI).
PEOPLE ARE CONSIDERED
OBESE WHEN THEIR BMI, A
MEASUREMENT OBTAINED BY
DIVIDING A PERSON'S WEIGHT
BY THE SQUARE OF THE
PERSON'S HEIGHT, IS OVER 30
KG/M2, WITH THE RANGE 25-30
KG/M2 DEFINED AS
OVERWEIGHT.

● HIGH BMI CAUSES LEUKEMIA AND SEVERAL TYPES OF
CANCER, INCLUDING CANCERS OF THE ESOPHAGUS,
LIVER, BREAST, UTERUS, OVARY, KIDNEY AND THYROID.

● THE LATEST NEW
ENGLAND JOURNAL OF
MEDICINE STATES THAT IN

&

● CHINA AND THE US
HAVE THE HIGHEST
NUMBER OF OBESE

ADULTS.
● CHINA AND INDIA
HAVE THE HIGHEST
NUMBER OF OBESE

CHILDREN. 

ADULTS SUCCUMB
TO OBESITY AND

RELATED DISEASES.
OVER WHAT TIME

PERIOD?

3.4 mn 
APPROXIMATELY

OBESITY IS INCREASING AT 
ALMOST DOUBLE THE RATE 

IN THE PAST 20 YEARS.

Ponder Over
Potbelly

India’s Gotta Big Fat Problem! 

L
ove those French fries
and irresistible choco-
late-dunked dough-
nuts? Wait till you
read this. Life-threat-

ening obesity and protruding
tummies have become a world-
wide epidemic. To combat this,
a bevy of modern techniques —
bariatric surgery, diet pills,
herbal teas et al — that promise

to cut your calorie intake and
reduce your weight, have come
into existence.

The latest to join the weight-
loss bandwagon is
AspireAssist, a weight loss pro-
cedure approved by the US Food
and Drug Administration that
enables a person to eat fewer
calories. Simply put, a thin tube
is placed in your stomach that
connects the inside of your
stomach directly to a discreet
button on the outside of your
abdomen. After each meal, the
device enables you to empty, or
“aspirate”, up to 30 per cent of
your meal into the toilet. But
this is not available in India.
Bariatric surgery has stood the
test of time and the long-term
results are promising.

Obesity in India has reached
epidemic proportions in the
21st century, with morbid obesi-
ty affecting five per cent of the

country’s population. Morbid
obesity, a condition in which
one has a high body mass index
(BMI), is a serious health condi-
tion that can interfere with
basic physical functions such as
breathing or walking. India is
following a trend of other devel-
oping countries that are steadi-
ly becoming more obese.

In fact, a report in the latest
New England Journal of
Medicine is ringing alarm bells
across the world because it
states that in 2015, an estimated

603.7 million adults and 107.7
million children worldwide
were obese. More shocking, it
states that China and India
have the highest number of
obese children! China and the
US had the highest number of
obese adults.

The study also states that hav-
ing a high BMI causes
leukaemia and several types of
cancer, including cancers of the
oesophagus, liver, breast,
uterus, ovary, kidney and thy-
roid. Unhealthy, processed food

has become much more accessi-
ble following India’s continued
integration in global food mar-
kets leading to a high carb and
fat diet, low on proteins. This,
combined with rising middle
class incomes, is increasing the
average calorie intake per indi-

vidual among the middle class
and above income households.
A sedentary lifestyle coupled
with lack of exercise com-
pounds this situation, making
it a pressing problem. Obesity
is measured by BMI. People are
considered obese when their
BMI, a measurement obtained
by dividing a person’s weight by
the square of the person’s
height, is over 30 kg/m2, with
the range 25-30 kg/m2 defined
as overweight.

The Union ministry of health
and family welfare along with
the Indian Council of Medical
Research, released updated
guidelines (in 2012) that a BMI
over 23 kg/m2 is considered
overweight. Asians are more
prone to have fat deposits
around the waist. With increase
in the waist to hip ratio and
overall circumference of the
waist, the risk of mortality

increases. Of late there has
been significant research to for-
mulate effective methods to
overcome obesity. Obesity can
be controlled by diet and exer-
cise, but in more severe cases,
surgery is a viable option.
There is a relatively safe range
of surgeries, from endoscopy to
laparoscopy that can assist in
reducing the BMI. In recent
years there have been various
start-ups, which provide experi-
mental devices to tackle obesity.
They are of no use. Only
bariatric surgery is an effective
and efficient procedure for
weight loss and co-morbid con-
dition resolution like diabetes,
hypertension and sleep apnoea.

(Dr R.K. Sinha is a well-
known Mumbai-based bariatric

surgeon. He has helped obese
celebs, politicians and models

shed weight.)

Obesity Bomb Hits Bharat

DR R.K. SINHA

APART FROM INCREASING
THE RISKS FOR HEART
DISEASE, DIABETES AND
CERTAIN TYPES OF
CANCER, OBESITY CAN
LEAD TO EXTREMELY DRY
SKIN AND IMPAIRED
WOUND HEALING.

Obesity in India has reached epidemic proportions in the
21st century. Bariatric surgery has stood the test of time

and the long-term results are promising.
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US will
respond by

Sept. 1 to
Russia’s move
to reduce the

number of
American
diplomats
—Rex Tillerson,

US secretary of state

Almost 2,00,000 people sign petition to
prevent Brigitte Macron from being given
the official post of French ‘First Lady’
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JuD launches
political party

Islamabad: Pakistan’s banned
militant group Jamaat-ud-

Dawa (JuD) is seeking to
enter the political sphere by

launching a new party.
Saifullah Khalid, a religious

scholar and longtime official
of the group, is president of

the newly-formed Milli
Muslim League party. He told

reporters in Islamabad on
Monday that his party will
work to make Pakistan “a

real Islamic and welfare
state” and that it’s ready to
cooperate with like-minded

parties. The US has offered a
$10 million reward for infor-
mation leading to the arrest

and conviction of JuD’s
founder Hafiz Saeed. The

JuD widely is believed to be
a front for Lashkar-e-Taiba,

the militant group behind the
2008 attacks in Mumbai.

Singapore speaker
to run for Prez
Singapore: Singapore’s
speaker of Parliament

Halimah Yacob will contest
for presidential election next

month, becoming the first
woman to run for the highest
office. Ms Yacob, 62, will step

down as speaker, a post she
has held since 2013, and as

an MP for Marsiling-Yew Tee
GRC, The Straits Times

reported. She will also resign
from the People’s Action

Party, where she is a member
of the central executive com-
mittee. Announcing her deci-

sion, Ms Yacob, who had
been in public service for 40

years, told residents and
grassroots leaders that,

“Taking part in the presiden-
tial election would allow me
to continue with my service

to the people of Singapore.”

12-yr jail sought
for Samsung heir

Seoul: South Korean prosecu-
tors on Monday demanded

the heir to the Samsung em-
pire be jailed for 12 years

over his role in the corrup-
tion scandal that brought

down the country’s last Pres-
ident. At the final hearing in

the trial of Lee Jae-Yong, the
vice-chairman of Samsung

Electronics, prosecutors
called him the “ultimate ben-

eficiary” of crimes commit-
ted in the scandal, which cul-
minated in the impeachment

and dismissal of President
Park Geun-Hye. If the judges

convict him and agree with
the sentence recommenda-

tion it will be among the
harshest penalties ever

passed on a top executive of
a chaebol — business groups

that dominate the country.

Shikarpur, Pakistan,
Aug. 7: The confession of
a Pakistani teenager who
was captured moments be-
fore carrying out a suicide
attack has given police a
rare glimpse into a mili-
tant network they say is
behind the recent surge in
sectarian violence.

Usman’s testimony desc-
ribes a web of radical sem-
inaries and training and
bomb-making facilities
stretching from eastern
Afghanistan, where the yo-
ung man was recruited, to
Pakistan’s southern Sindh
province.

Hundreds of people have
died in attacks on Paki-

stan’s small Shi’ite com-
munity, heightening fears
in the Sunni-dominated
country of an escalation
in sectarian bloodshed
that has been a persistent
threat for decades.

Pakistani police believe
the network, which Usman
says aided him on his 2,000
km journey, has also he-
lped ISIS spread its extr-
emist agenda in South As-
ia, even without proven
operational links with its
core in the Middle East.

The Pakistani network
brings together several kn-
own jihadists belonging to
extremist groups that have
targeted religious minori-

ties for decades, police
said, providing fertile
ground for Islamic State’s
ideology to spread.

Usman’s confession does
not name ISIS directly, but
police say they believe the
network that recruited
and trained him was behi-
nd five deadly sectarian
bombings in Pakistan, fo-
ur of which were claimed
by the group. “ISIS has no
formal structure (in
Pakistan). It works on a
franchise system and that
is the model that is being
used in Pakistan,” senior
counter terrorism depart-
ment officer Raja Umer
Khattab said. By that he

said he meant ISIS could
claim attacks as its own,
even if it had no direct
role in coordinating them.

Usman, 18 at the time of
the thwarted attack, is cur-
rently on death row in the
town of Shikarpur, where
he was caught.

Originally from the Swat
valley, his family fled to
Nangarhar after his father,
a member of the Pakistani
Taliban, was killed in a dr-
one strike. Usman came
home one day to find his
brother sitting with an ol-
der man. “My brother said
you should join jihad ...
become a suicide bomber,”
he said. — Reuters

Would-be bomber sheds light on Pak militant web

Sam Kanizay waits for medical aide at a hospital in
Melbourne. — AFP

Tiny sea creatures
leave teen bloody
Sydney, Aug. 7: An
Australian teenager eme-
rged from a night-time
dip in the ocean with
blood streaming from his
feet and ankles in a grue-
some mystery that doc-
tors have struggled to
explain.

Sam Kanizay waded
waist-deep into the water
at Brighton Beach in sub-
urban Melbourne on Sat-
urday evening, standing
still for about 30 minutes.
When he came out he was
bleeding profusely from
the calves down.

“The cold water numbed
my legs. I felt what I
thought was pins and nee-
dles but maybe it wasn’t
just pins and needles,”
the 16-year-old told 3AW
radio on Monday. Washi-

ng the blood off his legs
in the shower did little to
stem the flow from what
his family believed was
an attack by sea lice.

“It looked like hundreds
of little pin holes or pin-
sized bites distributed all
over my ankle and the top
of my foot,” he said.

Kanizay said doctors
could not explain the
cause. So his father, Jarr-
od, went back to the beach
the next night with a pool
net full of meat and cap-
tured the animals he beli-
eves could have been resp-
onsible. He took a video of
dozens of the tiny bug-
like creatures chomping
on the chunks of meat.
“What is clear is these lit-
tle things really love me-
at,” he said. — Agencies

MOUNTING PRESSURE

N. Korea vows US will
pay ‘thousand’ times
■ Beijing says will implement UN sanctions for sure
Manila, Aug. 7: The
North Korean state me-
dia on Monday slammed
the latest round of UN
sanctions and vowed to
exact “thousands-fold”
revenge against the US. 

The UN Security
Council on Sunday
unanimously adopted
new sanctions in
response to Pyongyang’s
long-range ballistic mis-
sile tests on July 4 and
July 28.

Pyongyang also vowed
that the tough new sanc-
tions would not stop it
from developing its
nuclear arsenal, as it
rejected talks.

The message of defi-
ance was the first major
response to the US-draft-
ed sanctions which
could cost North Korea
$1 billion a year.

The North’s sole major
ally China, accused by
the US of doing too little
to rein in Pyongyang,
piled on the diplomatic
pressure by vowing to
fully implement the new
sanctions. “China will
for sure implement that
new resolution 100 per-
cent, fully and strictly,”
foreign minister Wang
Yi said.

“We will under no cir-
cumstances put the nu-
kes and ballistics rock-
ets on (the) negotiating
table,” North Korean
foreign minister Ri
Yong-Ho said in a state-
ment released in the
Philippine capital
Manila where he was
attending a regional
security forum.

“Neither shall we
flinch even an inch from
the road to bolstering up
the nuclear forces cho-
sen by ourselves unless

the hostile policy and
nuclear threat of the US
against the DPRK
(North Korea) are funda-
mentally eliminated.”

In an earlier statement
released via its official
KCNA news agency,
North Korea threatened
to make the United
States “pay the price for
its crime... thousands of
times” for drafting the
sanctions.

Mr Ri was among two
dozen ministers attend-

ing the security forum,
including the Chinese
foreign minister, US sec-
retary of state Rex
Tillerson and top diplo-
mats from other Asia-
Pacific nations.

For his part, Mr
Tillerson ruled out a
quick return to dialogue
with North Korea, say-
ing Washington would
only consider talks if
Pyongyang halted its
ballistic missile pro-
gramme. — AFP

Islamabad, Aug. 7:
Pakistan on Monday said
it was not bound by the
recently-concluded tre-
aty on the prohibition of
nuclear weapons as it
failed to take into acco-
unt the interests of all
stakeholders.

The Pakistan foreign
office said in a statement
that the Treaty on
Prohibition of Nuclear
Weapons, adopted by a
vote on July 7 did not ful-
fil these essential condi-
tions both in terms of
process and substance.

It said Pakistan, there-
fore, like all the other
nuclear armed states,
did not take part in its
negotiations and cannot
become a party to the
treaty.

Over 120 countries in
the United Nations voted
to adopt the first-ever
global treaty to ban nucl-
ear weapons. Eight other
nuclear-armed nations,
including the US and
China, did not partici-
pate in the negotiations
for the legally binding
instrument to prohibit
atomic weapons.

“Treaties that do not
fully take on board the
interests of all stake-
holders fail to achieve
their objectives...Pakis-
tan does not consider
itself bound by any of
the obligations enshrin-
ed in this treaty,” it said.

— PTI

PAK: NOT
BOUND BY
NUKE TREATY

U.S.-UK TRADE
DEAL MAY BE
‘CANCEROUS’
London, Aug. 7: A deal
with the US after Brexit
could mean massive inc-
rease in the amount of
cancer-causing toxins in
milk and baby food, the
Independent reported.

Compared to the
stricter rules imposed
by the European Union,
American regulations
allow more than 20 times
the quantity of harmful
aflatoxins in food prod-
ucts, it said. The US also
allows products made
with nuts and cereals to
have higher levels of
carcinogens which dam-
age the DNA and make
cells more prone to
becoming cancerous. 

While US regulations
permit 0.5 micrograms
per kg of aflatoxins in
milk, cereals, nuts and
dried fruits, the EU
restricts the levels to
0.025 micrograms —
twenty times lower,
Independent reported.

In all milk and dairy
products, EU limits are
10 times lower at 0.05
micrograms per kg.

Critics are warning
British ministers from
pursuing a quick trade
deal with Washington.
This would weaken safe-
ty standards, they warn.

Recently, there was a
furore over whether
chlorinated chicken wo-
uld flood the UK after a
trade deal with the US.

— Agencies

London, Aug. 7: Britons
will be able to make social
media platforms like Fac-
ebook delete information,
including content pub-
lished in their childhood,
under government propos-
als that will bring data
laws into line with new
European regulations.

Individuals will have
more control over their
data by having “the right
to be forgotten” and ask
for their personal data to
be erased in the measures

announced by digital min-
ister Matt Hancock on
Monday. Companies will
also have to ask people for
permission to collect per-
sonal data rather then rely
on pre-selected tick boxes,
which are largely ignored,
he said.

The changes also would
make it easier for people
to find out what data com-
panies or organisations
hold on them, and would
ban firms from collecting
personal information

without explicit consent.
The proposed law gives a

regulator power to levy
fines of up to $22 million
on firms that fail to com-
ply.

The new rules will bring
British law into line with
the European Union’s gen-
eral data protection regu-
lation (GDPR), which tig-
htens and extends the
scope of data protection
law. The GDPR is enforce-
able from May 2018. 

— Agencies

■ ‘Right to be forgotten’ allows people to protect their dataGOING | INCOGNITO

Brits can now delete their online past

FORGOTTEN MAO

Gold-coloured statues of Mao Zedong and other former leaders in the yard of a vil-
lage committee in Huaxian, China. The fiberglass statues have been in the yard since
2015 and were built to be part of a patriotic education base in the village. — AFP

Google sparks
gender gap row
New York, Aug. 7:
Google found itself at the
center of controversy on
Monday after an employ-
ee in a leaked internal
document claimed “bio-
logical causes” explained
the lack of women in tech
industry leadership roles.

The screed — dubbed
“sexist” by US media —
went viral, reviving the
simmering debate over a
culture of sexism and
lack of diversity in tech
sectors.

“I’m simply stating that
the distribution of prefer-
ences and abilities of
men and women differ in
part due to biological
causes and that these dif-
ferences may explain why
we don’t see equal repre-
sentation of women in
tech and leadership,”
read the 3,000-word fulmi-
nation by an anonymous
male software engineer.

According to the author,
natural aptitudes of men
allow them to become bet-
ter computer program-
mers. Women, he said,
have more “openness
directed towards feelings
and aesthetics rather
than ideas” — meaning
they “prefer jobs in social
or artistic areas.”

In response to the
leaked memo, Danielle
Brown, Google’s new
vice-president of diversi-

ty, told employees in an
email that “it’s not a view-
point that I or this compa-
ny endorses, promotes or
encourages.”

“I found that it
advanced incorrect
assumptions about gen-
der,” she said. “We are
unequivocal in our belief
that diversity and inclu-
sion are critical to our
success as a company, and
we’ll continue to stand for
that and be committed to
it for the long haul.”

It was unclear whether
the memo’s author would
face disciplinary action. 

— AFP

GLOBE TROT

STOLEN BIKE
RETURNED WITH
APOLOGY NOTE

Two teenage thieves
returned a stolen bike
with an apology note.

The teens reportedly stole the
bike from an apartment com-
plex in Vancouver, the
Telegraph reported. 

Mel Flesher in a Facebook
post wrote that “some loser”
had stolen her boyfriend’s kids’
bike. When they saw the post
they decided to return the bike.
They wrote an apology note
and also topped up the oil and
put a new lock.

In the apology note, the
teenagers said “they assumed
it belonged to a teenager who
had outgrown it”. They signed
it “regretful teenagers who
learned their lesson via
restorative justice”. — Agencies

An apology note was taped to
the stolen bike.

USING
WASTE

■ The team
encapsulated

cigarette butts
with bitumen
and paraffin

wax to lock in
the chemicals

and prevent
any leaching

from the
asphalt con-

crete.
■ The encap-
sulated ciga-

rettes butts
were then

mixed with
hot asphalt.

trillion cigarettes
are produced
every year, 

leading to more than
1.2 million tonnes of
cigarette butt waste

50% increase in
these figures by 2025
likely, mainly due to an
increase in population.

6

UNIQUE ROAD
SCIENTISTS HAVE FOUND A WAY TO USE
CIGARETTE BUTTS TO BUILD ROADS. THIS

MAY HELP REDUCE HEAT IN URBAN AREAS.

■ Researchers in Australia have demon-
strated that asphalt mixed with cigarette
butts can handle heavy traffic and also
reduce thermal conductivity.

The best signal that North
Korea could send that they’re
prepared to talk would be to
stop these missile launches

— REX TILLERSON,
US secretary of state

N. KOREA A ‘DIRECT THREAT’
DONALD TRUMP AND HIS SOUTH

KOREAN COUNTERPART AGREED THAT
N. KOREA POSES A “DIRECT THREAT” 

■ THE two talked
over the phone a
day after the UN
Security Council
increases sanc-

tions on the North.

■ AFTER the call,
Mr Trump tweet-
ed he was “very
happy and
impressed” with
UN vote.

A JOURNEY OF A
SUICIDE BOMBER
■ Usman’s testimony reveals a
web of radical seminaries and
training facilities stretching from
eastern Afghanistan to
Pakistan’s southern Sindh
province.
■ Usman, who was arrested last
September, did not name ISIS
directly, but police believe the
network that recruited him was
behind five bombings, four of
which were claimed by ISIS.

London, Aug. 7: HBO
was the victim of a mas-
sive data breach recently.
Now it is being reported
that the FBI has been
called in to investigate.

Hackers claimed to ha-
ve stolen 1.5 TB of data,
Independent reported.
Former Secret Service
agent and cybersecurity

expert Erik Rasmussen
told The Hollywood Repo-
rter that with a cyberat-
tack of this magnitude
more illegal contents are
expected to come out in
the coming weeks. “It
could be emails, finan-
cial documents, empl-
oyee or customer infor-
mation.” — Agencies

FBI TO INVESTIGATE HBO LEAKS

An ISIS bombing killed 88 at a crowded
shrine in Sindh province in February.

■ US regulations
permit 0.5 micro-
grams per kg of
aflatoxins in milk,
EU allows 0.025.

69%
of Google
employ-
ees are
men,
accord-
ing to 
the com-
pany’s 
latest 
figures.

■ In
2016,
Face

book had
just 27%

senior
female
execu-

tives 

■ At Apple, only
around 30% of the
total employees are
women.

Donald Trump and Moon Jae-In
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BIZ BRIEFS
SAT put off hearing

to August 10

Bengaluru: Tesla Inc on
Monday said it would raise
about $1.5 billion in a bond
offering as the US electric

car maker ramps up produc-
tion of its newest sedan, the

Model 3. The debt offering
marks Tesla’s debut in the
junk-bond market and the

company will start road-
shows on Monday, IFR

reported, citing lead bankers
on the deal. Elon Musk-led

Tesla is count-
ing on the

Model 3, its
least pricey

car, to become
a profitable,
mass market

manufacturer
of electric
cars. Pre-orders for the

Model 3, which has a
$35,000 base price, have

surpassed half a million,
averaging about 1,800 per

day since its launch late last
month. At the launch, Mr

Musk however warned that
Tesla would face months of

“manufacturing hell” as it
increases production of the

sedan.

TESLA TO
RAISE $1.5B 

IN BONDS

Mumbai: The Securities
Appellate Tribunal (SAT) on
Monday put off hearing on

Sahara Life’s petition against
Irdai order to sell its busi-

ness to ICICI Prudential Life,
to August 10, as it wants to

conclude the hearing before
the regulatory order comes
into effect from August 21.
Irdai had on July 28 asked

private sector life insurer
ICICI Prudential Life to take
over the business of belea-

guered Sahara Life on or
before August 21. The Irdai

order though asked ICICI
Prudential to take over the
business of Sahara Life by

July 31

Trai to CCI: Can
settle tariff issue
New Delhi: Telecom regula-
tor Trai on Monday shot off
a letter to anti-trust watch-
dog CCI asserting its power

and expertise to deal with
matters relating to competi-
tion and predatory pricing in

telecom tariffs. Countering
Competition Commission of
India’s contention over juris-

diction on market domi-
nance and predatory pricing,

Trai emphasised that it has
the wherewithal to examine
all matters — even competi-

tion issues — falling within
its tariff-related powers, an

official said. Trai is reviewing
rules of tariff assessment,

which among other issues,
deals with promotional

offers and predatory pricing.

Poor response sees
auction annulled

New Delhi: The government
has annulled the fifth round

of coal mines auction due to
poor response from bidders.

In a notice to the bidders,
the government said “the

tender process for the coal
mines being auctioned under

5th tranche of auction of
coal mine has been terminat-
ed in accordance with Clause

3.3.2(b) of the tender docu-
ment”. Thus, the tenders of

six mines will stand terminat-
ed, the notice said.

According to a government
official, the fifth round of

coal blocks auction has been
annulled as there was not

good response from the bid-
ders because the steel indus-

try is in a bad shape.

Institutional ownership at
an all-time high: Morgan
DC CORRESPONDENT
MUMBAI, AUG. 7

The recent bull market
rally on the domestic
bourses have led to the
equity ownership of both
domestic as well as foreign
institutional investors hit-
ting an all time high dur-
ing the April-June period. 

According to data analy-
sed by Morgan Stanley, the
foreign portfolio investors
(FPI) equity ownerships
rose to 27.5 per cent as at
the end of June 2017 sur-
passing the previous high
of 27.3 per cent in
September 2016. Their
overall investment in
Indian equities are now
valued at $395 billion. 

On the other hand, the
domestic mutual funds
have increased their equi-
ty holding for the 12th
quarter running to 5.7 per
cent, highest level since

December 2001 while
domestic financial institu-
tions such as insurance
firms and banks increased
their stakes marginally to
7.6 per cent. The combined
ownership of all three cat-
egories of institutional
investors have risen to 40.7
per cent during the June
ended quarter, highest
level in history. 

Overall, institutions
remain more overweight
in financial sector stocks
while they are most under-
weight in healthcare and
technology stocks. 

Morgan Stanley pointed
out that the FPIs are over-
weight in just two out of
the ten MSCI sectors with
financials in the lead posi-
tion followed by utilities.
Their biggest underweight
positions are in healthcare,
energy and materials. 

Domestic mutual funds
are overweight in four sec-

tors with financials and
consumer staples emerg-
ing as their most favourite
picks while they are large-
ly underweight in technol-
ogy and energy stocks. 

Similarly, other domestic
institutional investors like
insurance firms are over-
weight in four out of the
ten sectors with the largest
being consumer staples
and utilities. Their biggest
underweight positions are
in technology followed by
healthcare. 

In 2017, overseas investors
have pumped in `56,131
crore into the equity mar-
ket while mutual funds
have invested `54,598.94
crore during the same peri-
od on the back of persistent
inflows into equity oriented
schemes offered by fund
houses. This has helped the
domestic markets to scale
record high despite high
valuations. 

BOURSES TOLD
TO ACT AGAINST
331 COMPANIES

ITRs grew 25% in
FY17 to 2.82 crore
New Delhi, Aug. 7: The
number of income tax
returns filed for FY17
grew by 25 per cent to 2.82
crore, as increased num-
ber of individuals filed
their tax returns post
demonetisation, the tax
department said on
Monday.

The growth in ITRs filed
by Individuals is 25.3 per
cent with over 2.79 crore
returns having been
received up to August 5 as
against over 2.22 crore
returns filed in the corre-
sponding period last
financial year.

“As a result of demon-
etisation and Operation

Clean Money, there is a
substantial increase in
the number of Income
Tax Returns (ITRs) filed,”
an official statement said.

The total number of
returns filed as on August
5 stands at over 2.82 crore
as against over 2.26 crore
filed during the corre-
sponding period of FY17. 

This was an increase of
24.7 per cent compared to
growth rate of 9.9 per
cent in the previous year.

The last date for filing of
income-tax returns by
individuals and HUFs,
who need not get their
accounts audited, was
August 5. — PTI

New Delhi, Aug. 7:
Sebi on Monday directed
bourses to initiate
action against 331 sus-
pected shell companies
that are listed and these
scrips will not be avail-
able for trading this
month, according to a
communication.

The regulator’s direc-
tive came after the cor-
porate affairs ministry
shared a list of 331 listed
companies that are sus-
pected to be shell enti-
ties and could even face
“compulsory delisting”.

Stepping up the sur-
veillance measures,
these entities would be
subject to independent
audit and if required,
forensic audits could
also be initiated to check
their credentials.

In a communication
sent to the BSE, the NSE
and the Metropolitan
Stock Exchange, the mar-
kets regulator has asked
them to keep the 331
shares in stage four of
the Graded Surveillance
Mechanism (GSM) with
immediate effect.

Securities coming in
stage four are permitted
to trade only once a
month under trade to
trade category. 

— PTI

Daily use items may get a revision
New Delhi, Aug. 7: A
number of daily use
items ranging from idli/
dosa batter to kitchen gas
lighter may cost less as
the GST Council is con-
sidering lowering rates
on these items.

Tax rates on over two
dozen products are being
sought to be lowered by
the GST Council after
anomalies in their fixa-
tions were pointed out,
official sources said.

To deal with businesses
that are deregistering
their brands post GST to
avoid taxes, the fitment
committee has proposed to
the GST Council to consid-

er May 15, 2017, as the cut
off date for considering as
a registered brand for the
purpose of levy of GST,
irrespective of whether or
not the brand is subse-
quently deregistered.

A final decision in this
regard would be taken by
the GST Council at its
next meeting on Septem-
ber 9 in Hyderabad.

Sources said that the
GST Fitment Committee
has approved new rate
structure of over two
dozen items and forward-
ed the proposal to the apex
decision making body.

The GST Council in the
August 5 meeting consid-
ered and approved lower
rates for some of these
items and the remaining
will be taken up in the
next meet on September
9, they said.

Sources, however, could
not state the items on
which the tax rates have
been lowered.

They said GST on dried
tamarind has been pro-

posed to be lowered to 5
per cent from 12 per cent
currently and so will be
the case in roasted gram.

Custard power would
attract 18 per cent GST as
against 28 per cent cur-
rently while idli/dosa bat-
ter would be charged with
12 per cent tax against 18
per cent currently.

Oil cakes would be
charged with a uniform 5
per cent GST irrespective
of end use.  

GST on dhoop batti,
dhoop and other similar
items has been proposed
at 5 per cent, down from
12 per cent at present. 

— PTI

BIZ BOOST

Amaravati: SRM
University  founder
chancellor Dr  T.R.
Pachamuthu on Monday
inaugurated the SRM-
AP Amaravati academic
programme for the year
2017-18 at its newly con-
structed premises in
Neerukonda village in
the capital region of

Andhra Pradesh.
Mr Pachamuthu said

that this is the fourth

campus of SRM group
where about 65,000 stu-
dents are studying.

AY18 BEGINS
AT SRM’S 

AP CAMPUS

DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Thanks to the United
States President Donald
Trump, almost everyone,
has heard about the Paris
Accord — an agreement
between nations to com-
bat climate change — now. 

One step in this fight is
greater focus on renew-
able energy such as solar
and wind to meet the ener-
gy demand. 

While the United States
plans to renegotiate for an
‘improved’ deal, India
aims to meet its set target. 

In recent days, power
tariffs in the renewable
sectors keeps falling to
new low and private com-
panies are now ready to
pitch in. 

Hyderabad-based start-
up, Freyr Energy, plans to
help the country meet its
target via its mobile app,
SunPro, which could be
used to get an estimate in
a matter of few touches
for solar installation.

The SunPro app, avail-
able in both iOS and
Andriod, allows the user

with quite a few customi-
sation option.

Saurabh Marda, co-
founder and managing
director, said, “The indus-
try, we felt, is pretty unor-
ganised. We soon found
out that there were two
paths to go forward for
bringing in the orders.

“We could hire a sales
team for every location or
could disrupt the ecosys-
tem. We decided to use the
craze of mobile apps as
our way for disruption.”

Along with co-founder
Radhika Choudary, whom
Mr Marda has known for a
long time, the duo set out
to change the dynamics
but soon realised the chal-
lenges that impede the
growth.

“With the sector seeing

increased interest, we did-
n’t want to become yet
another company jump-
ing  in and later being
forced  to wind up when a
bigger player with greater
capital  venturing into the
sector,” Ms Choudary
said.

She added, “We are an
integrator and thus help
the customer get the low-
est price for their installa-
tion. The lower tariffs
works as an additional
benefit for us.”  

As of June 30, 2017, the
nation’s solar grid had a
cumulative capacity of
13.11 GW. Meanwhile, the
solar-generation capacity
as per date till March 31,
2017 rose to 12,289 MW
from 2,650 MW on May 26,
2014 in India. 

Now, harness the Sun’s power through an app

Freyr Energy co-founders Saurabh Marda (left) and
Radhika Choudary 

BIG

GST Council raises
cess for SUVs to 25%
New Delhi, Aug. 7:
SUVs, mid-sized, large
and luxury cars that had
become cheaper after
GST rollout on July 1
will cost more as the GST
Council has approved a
proposal to hike cess on
them to 25 per cent, from
15 per cent now.

Under the new GST
regime, cars attract the
top tax rate of 28 per cent.
On top of this, a cess of 1-
15 per cent is levied on
them to create a corpus to
compensate states for
loss of revenue from GST
implementation.

The finance ministry,
in a statement, said that
after introduction of
GST, the total tax on
motor vehicles (GST plus
compensation cess) has
come down vis-a-vis the
total incidence in pre-
GST regime.

“The GST Council con-
sidered this issue in its
20th meeting held on
August 5 and recom-
mended that the central
government may move
legislative amendments
required for increasing
the maximum ceiling of
cess leviable on motor
vehicles falling under
headings 8702 and 8703 to
25 per cent instead of the
present 15 per cent,” the
statement read.

The decision on when to
raise the actual cess levi-
able on the same will be
taken by the GST Council
in due course, it added.

The increase in com-
pensation cess will
require amendment to
the Schedule to section 8
of the GST (Compensa-
tion to a State) Act, 2017.

The vehicles that fall
under headings 8702 and
8703 include mid-seg-
ment, large cars, SUVs
and motor vehicles which
can carry more than 10
persons, but less than 13.

Also, hybrid cars with

engine capacity of more
than 1500 cc and mid seg-
ment hybrid cars of less
than 1500 cc fall in the cat-
egory.

The GST Fitment
Committee — which is
responsible for calculat-
ing the tax rates on vari-
ous goods and services —
at its meeting on July 25
felt that the total tax inci-
dence in GST seems to
have come down vis-a-vis
pre-GST total tax figure.

The highest pre-GST tax
incidence on motor vehi-
cles worked out to about
52-54.72 per cent, to which
2.5 per cent was added on
account of CST, octroi etc.
Against this, post-GST,
the total tax incidence
came to 43 per cent.

After 28 per cent GST, to

maintain the pre-GST tax
incidence, the highest
compensation cess rate
required will have to be
25 per cent, the fitment
committee felt. Against
this, the ceiling rate of
compensation cess on
motor vehicles is 15 per
cent.

The luxurty vehicles
manufacturers hit out at
the move to hike cess on
large cars and SUVs to
25 per cent, saying it was
against the spirit of liber-
al market dynamics and
would affect future plans
of expansion under
‘Make in India’ initia-
tive. — PTI

■ Council to decide on implementation timeline later

JUMP

New Delhi, Aug. 7:
Engineering exporters'
body EEPC India on
Monday said that ex-
porters are facing diffi-
culties in the GST
regime as their draw-
back refunds will not be
released till September-
end or October.

Moreover, the sup-
plies of goods to the
export-oriented units
from the domestic tariff
area are not considered
as “deemed exports”
under the new tax
regime, resulting in
denial of duty free
imports of inputs
under the ‘Advance
Authorisation’ scheme
of the government, the
exporters’ body said.

“In fact, several sche-
mes for giving a boost
to exporters by the com-

merce ministry have
been turned upside
down and their func-
tioning has become
extremely difficult or
not viable,” EEPC India
chairman T.S. Bhasin
said in a statement.

Exports of engineer-
ing goods constitute the
biggest share in the
export basket and are
therefore, vital for job
creation, particularly
in the SMEs segment.
“Members have inform-
ed us that it would be
impossible for them to
export in August and
September as per this
refund time schedule.
We request and kindly
urge the finance min-
istry to make the GSTN
operative for process-
ing returns,” EEPC
India said. — PTI

Hard transition for
exporters:EEPC

THE FINANCE ministry, in
a statement, said that after

introduction of GST, the total
tax on motor vehicles (GST plus

compensation cess) has come
down vis-a-vis the total incidence in

pre-GST regime.

We are high-
ly disappoint-
ed with the

move as this will be
a strong deterrent
to growth of luxury
cars in the country.
As the leading luxu-
ry car maker, this
will also affect our
future plans of
expansion here

— ROLAND FOLGER,
CEO & MD,

Mercedes-Benz
India

We will be
forced to re-
evaluate our
business

plans in light of this
development. This
move unfortunately
is against the spirit
of liberal market
dynamics and we
can only request to
reconsider this pro-
posal.

—RAHIL ANSARI,
Head, Audi India

The vehicles that fall under headings 8702
and 8703 include mid-segment, large cars,
SUVs and motor vehicles which can carry
more than 10 persons, but less than 13

Prices of
most SUVs

were cut
between
`1.1 lakh

and `3 lakh
following

implementa-
tion of GST,

which sub-
sumed over a

dozen central and
state

levies

The luxury
vehicle manufac-

turers hit out 
at the move to hike

cess on large 
cars and SUVs to

25%
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Kochi, Aug. 7: In a big relief for S. Sreesanth, the
Kerala High Court on Monday lifted the lifetime-ban
imposed on the tainted pacer by the Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI) in connection with the
spot fixing case.

Sreesanth was one of those charged for spot-fixing
during the sixth edition of the Indian Premier
League ( IPL) in 2013. In September 2013, the discipli-
nary committee of the BCCI gave him a life ban from
the sport, effectively ending his career.

However, a Delhi Sessions court in 2015 had exoner-
ated him in the spot-fixing case registered by the

Delhi Police which invoked the Maharashtra
Control of organized crimes Act (MCOCA).

The BCCI had earlier in April this year rejected
Sreesanth’s plea for a review of his life ban, say-
ing it will not compromise on its zero tolerance

policy towards corruption.
The country’s cricket board had also
informed the Kerala High Court that a crim-

inal court exonerating Sreesanth of spot-
fixing charges was not enough to lift the

lifetime ban on him.
After Sreesanth approached the
Kerala High Court in March this year

with a petition seeking the lifting of
his ban, the court asked him to file a
review plea before the BCCI.

The BCCI, though, remained
adamant and had earlier refused
to grant Sreesanth a ‘no objec-
tion certificate’ for playing in
Scotland which led him to
launch a scathing attack on the

board. — Agencies

The biggest
failure for me is

to not restore the
bilateral series

between Pakistan and
India.

— Shaharyar Khan
outgoing
Pakistan

Cricket Board
(PCB) chairman 

SHORT

AZHAR’S
PENDING DUES

AT COA MEET
New Delhi: Former India cap-
tain Mohammed Azharuddin’s
long standing dues will come

up for discussion when the
Committee of Administrators
(CoA) meet the BCCI office-

bearers in the capital on
Wednesday.

It is learnt that Azharuddin has
informed the COA that the

Andhra High Court in its judge-
ment five years back had

absolved him of all charges and
also enquired about the status

of his dues, which may be upto
a few crores.

“Yes, Azharuddin’s issue will be
discussed at the COA meeting.

Right now, there is no ban on
Azharuddin and he has been

attending BCCI function. He has
last played for India in 2000.

For 17 years, he has not
received the pension and also

his one-time ex-gratia payment
has been withheld. The CoA will

be taking a call in this regard,”
a senior BCCI official said on

Monday.
The official claimed that

Azharuddin is not under any
sanctions from the BCCI and
that’s the reason why all his

dues should be cleared by the
cricket board. 

— PTI 

TAKE

SREESANTH GETS LIFELINE

New Delhi, Aug. 7: The
BCCI on said it will adopt a
wait-and-watch policy on
pacer S. Sreesanth, whose
life ban was lifted by the
Kerala High Court, even as
the cricketer’s state associ-
ation welcomed the
reprieve.

Asked about the BCCI’s
stand, acting president C K
Khanna said: “The judge-
ment has come. The
BCCI’s legal team will
study the judgement and
give its observations.
Obviously, their feedback
will be taken and placed at
an appropriate forum (gen-
eral body).”

The Kerala Cricket
Association said it’s happy
with the development. “We
were right behind
Sreesanth from day one.
We were in Delhi during
those days (arrest and sub-
sequent court hearings)
when he endured a lot.
Now that High Court has
given a verdict, hopefully,
normalcy will return in
his life. We would love to
see him back in Kerala
shirt,” KCA secretary
Jayesh George said.

The KCA, though,
remained apprehensive
about the BCCI’s stand.
“Look, two years back, we
had appealed to the BCCI
requesting to lift
Sreesanth’s ban after
lower court in Delhi exon-
erated him of all spot-fix-
ing charges. The BCCI
then decided to stick to life
ban. Now that Kerala High
Court has given the ver-

dict, the BCCI may think of
appealing to Supreme
Court. We don’t know what
will be their stand,”
George said.

When asked whether
Sreesanth would be con-
sidered for Ranji Trophy
selection this season if all
goes well, George said:
“That I can’t tell you right
now as it will be a collec-
tive decision by the associ-
ation. Also we have our
selectors who needs to take
a call on his fitness.

“He is 34 years and has
not played for last four
years. Obviously, with his
talent and experience, he
is an asset for Kerala Ranji
team.

“We now have pacers like
Basil Thampi (current
India A player), Sandip
Warrier. If Sree is around,
obviously they can gain
from his experience.”

In his order, Justice A
Muhamed Mustaque also
set aside all proceedings
against Sreesanth initiat-
ed by the Board of Control
for Cricket in India. The
court had earlier sought
the BCCI’s stand on the
plea by the cricketer, chal-
lenging the life ban
imposed on him by the
game’s governing body fol-
lowing the 2013 Indian
Premier League-6 spot-fix-
ing scandal.

The BCCI had filed a
counter-affidavit in the
court in response to the
plea by Sreesanth, who
had challenged the life ban
despite a court dropping
all charges against the 34-
year- old pacer. The cricket
board had said, “The deci-
sion of the sessions court
to acquit the petitioner
from the criminal charges
has no impact whatsoever
on the decision of the
internal disciplinary com-
mittee of the BCCI to ban
the petitioner from playing
cricket tournaments
organised by the BCCI
and/or its affiliates.”

It had said the question
before the court was
whether the petitioner
(and other accused) was
liable to incur penal conse-
quences under relevant
criminal statutes.

— PTI

BCCI’s legal team to study
order; KCA backs player

I want to play
Test cricket
again, I still have
three to four

years of cricket left in
me. I am glad to be back
where I belong. Hard
times come and go. My
aim is to get match fit
now and I will prepare for
Ranji cricket. I am
bowling. I have a small
indoor net in my house
and that is where I
practice. — S. SREESANTH

SREE EYES TEST COMEBACK

Colombo, Aug. 7:
Wriddhiman Saha wears
his reticence like a badge
of honour and, quite like
his predecessor
Mahendra Singh Dhoni,
doesn’t believe in sledging

opposition batsmen as
most wicketkeepers
are wont to.

“I haven’t seen MS
Dhoni sledge ever.
So it is not compul-
sory that you have
to sledge.
Sometimes (in
order to unsettle
opposition), we
can twist things

and say like
the pitch is
poor, or you
have played a
poor shot.
That much is
fine,” said

Saha, when
asked about his

take on sledging.
Like many of his

contemporaries, his idol
is Australian Adam
Gilchrist.

“I liked Adam
Gilchrist from child-
hood — both his bat-
ting and keeping
style. I think of him
as an ideal ‘keeper.
There are other
wicketkeepers like
Mark Boucher and
Ian Healy. They
were also good.
But Adam
Gilchrist is my
favourite,” said
Saha.

He loves being
under the radar

and is
h a p p y
when his

p e r fo r m -
ance makes

an impact in
result. “My

childhood coach
Jayanta Bhowmick

used to tell me that if I do
well then automatically
your name will be promi-
nent in selection circles.
He told me not to play for
myself but for the team
whenever you get even
small opportunity keep
contributing to the team’s
cause. I have tried to do
that only. Even now I am
only trying to do well for

the team and if my con-
tribution is there I will
be very satisfied,” he
added.
He was blissfully

unaware that third Test
against Sri Lanka will be
his 100th first-class game.
“I am just being told that
this is my 100th first-class
match. I didn’t know. It is
a milestone but I will try
playing as long as possi-
ble,” he said.

Coming from North
Bengal’s Siliguri, once the
cradle of state’s table ten-
nis, Saha was an outsider
when he shifted base to
Kolkata. He used to play
for Shambazar Club and
then for Kalighat in the
first division league, stay
in a shack in Central
Kolkata’s Koley Market
with other club cricketers.

“Coming from Siliguri,
it was tough. When you
come from outside the city
it is tough because you
have to work out accom-
modation, find out a good
club and then think about
gettinhg opportunities.
After all these, comes the
performance,” the 32-year-
old recollected his jour-
ney.

“My aim was to keep
performing consistently
in my keeping and bat-
ting. I was doing that so I
got selected for Bengal
and then got a national
call-up.”

On the match, he was
asked about clean sweep,
Saha said: “We haven’t
thought about 3-0. We
believe in match by match
process. We are leading 2-0
and in the next match, the
aim is to produce a simi-
lar performance,” he
signed off. 

Keeping on pitches that
offer turn and bounce
makes the job of a
stumper challenging but
for Saha it becomes more
enjoyable when Ravindra
Jadeja and R. Aswhin
bowl on such wickets.

Ashwin and Jadeja
exploited the spin-friend-
ly conditions to torment
the Sri Lankans in the sec-
ond Test, which India won
by an innings and 53 runs.
“I enjoy keeping to
Ashwin-Jadeja on such
wickets. If a lot of balls
come to the keeper it is
good, otherwise we only
get 10-12 balls all day com-
ing to us. If you get more
balls coming to you then
you are always more
focussed,” Saha said.

— PTI

KOHLI MEETS KHALI

India captain Virat Kohli meets Dalip Singh Rana, who
goes by his ring name The Great Khali in the World
Wrestling Entertainment, in Colombo on Sunday. “It was
Great to meet The Great Khali, what a guy!” Kohli wrote
on Twitter.

Manchester, Aug. 7:
Moeen Ali completed a bril-
liant series with a five-
wicket haul as England
beat South Africa by 177
runs in the fourth Test at
Old Trafford on Monday.

Victory, achieved with
more than a day to spare,

also saw England take the
four-match series 3-1,

with Joe Root tri-
umphant in his first

series as England
captain.

South Africa,
set a massive 380
to win, were dis-
missed for 202

shortly after tea
on the fourth day,

with Ali wrapping
things up with two

wickets in two balls.
That gave the off-spinner

a return of 5 for 69 in 19.5
overs and 25 wickets in
total in a series where he
also scored 252 runs.

South Africa, 43 for 3 at
lunch, saw Hashim Amla
(83) and captain Faf du

Plessis (61) put on 123 for
the fourth wicket.

But Ali then took three
wickets for five runs in 11
balls — including the prize
scalp of Amla — as South
Africa collapsed from 163
for three to 173 for six.

England had laid the plat-
form for victory by estab-
lishing a first-innings lead

of 136 that owed much to
Jonny Bairstow’s 99 and a
return of 4 for 38 from
James Anderson — bowl-
ing from the newly-named
James Anderson End at his
Lancashire home ground.

Ali’s second-innings 75
not out then left South
Africa with a huge chase.

— AFP

India’s pace attack
competent: Bishop
Karachi, Aug. 7: Former
West Indies fast bowler Ian
Bishop feels that the cur-
rent pace attack of the
Indian cricket team, which
is very competent, will
help the team to be more
successful in foreign condi-
tions.

Speaking to
pakpassion.net, Bishop was
asked about his opinion of
the current Indian pace
attack, to which he replied,
“It’s good, Mohammed
Shami, Umesh Yadav,
Bhuvneshwar Kumar,
Jasprit Bumrah — they’re
all good”

“They all bring different
skill-sets. Bumrah’s
changes of pace and york-
ers, Bhuvneshwar swings
the ball and he’s had to
adapt his game to different
pitches and conditions
now. He’s put on a little bit
of pace too. Shami and
Yadav are very sharp and
quick. So it's competent,”
he added.

The West Indian, who
now officiates as cricketer
commentator, further
asserted that the current
bowling attack of the
Indian team would help
them not only to be good at

home, where they have ace
off-spinner Ravichandran
Ashwin, but to be better
overseas too. He also said
that the current crop of
bowlers in the Indian pace
battery is the best he has
seen.

The Indian pacers have
showcased their abilities
to swing the ball both ways
while generating great
pace and have been suc-
cessful both home and
away.

Also, newly appointed
Indian head coach Ravi
Shastri already suggested
that India’s pace battery
has the capability to dis-
mantle any batting lineup
in any given conditions,
which hand the Men in
Blue an edge over their
competitors in the longest
format. — Agencies

SCORECARD
England (1st Innings): 362. South Africa (1st Innings): 226
England (2nd Innings): A. Cook c de Bruyn b Morkel 10, K.
Jennings c Amla b Rabada 18, T. Westley c sub (Markram) b
Morkel 9, J. Root b Olivier 49, D. Malan c de Bruyn b Maharaj 6,
B. Stokes c du Plessis b Olivier 23, J. Bairstow c Rabada b Olivier
10, M. Ali (not out) 75, T. Roland-Jones c Maharaj b Rabada 11, S.
Broad c de Bruyn b Morkel 5, J. Anderson c de Bruyn b Morkel 2.
Extras (b-9, lb-13, w-2, nb-1) 25. Total (in 69.1 overs) 243.
FoW: 1-16, 2-30, 3-55, 4-72, 5-129, 6-134, 7-153, 8-211, 9-237.
Bowling: Morkel 13.1-2-41-4, Rabada 17-40-50-2, Maharaj 27-5-
92-1, Olivier 12-5-38-3.
South Africa (2nd Innings): H. Kuhn c Cook b Anderson 11, D.
Elgar c Bairstow b Broad 5, H. Amla lbw b Ali 83, T. Bavuma c
Bairstow b Roland-Jones 12, F. du Plessis c Bairstow b Anderson
61, Q. de Kock c Cook b Ali 1, T. de Bruyn c Stokes b Ali 0, K.
Maharaj not out 21, K. Rabada c Westley b Anderson 1, M. Morkel
c Root b Ali 0, D. Olivier c Stokes b Ali 0. Extras (b-4, lb-3) 7.
Total (all out, 62.5 overs) 202.
Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-18, 3-40, 4-163, 5-173, 6-173, 7-183, 8-195,
9-202.
Bowling: Anderson 14-7-16-3, Broad 12-5-24-1, Roland-Jones 9-1-
52-1, Ali 19.5-1-69-5, Stokes 6-1-26-0, Root 2-0-8-0.

● The West Indian
asserted that the
current India bowl-
ing attack would
help them not only
to be good at home
but to be better
overseas too

<<< James Anderson cele-
brates a South African
wicket. — AP

■ THE BCCI’S posi-
tion in the past has
been to delink its
decisions from any
legal proceedings.

■ THE KERALA
Cricket Association,
however, said it’s
happy with the 
development.

■ THE ASSOCIATION
had, two years ago,
requested BCCI to lift
Sreesanth’s ban.

WAIT & WATCH 
POLICY

England beat Proteas, win series

ICC chairman Shashank Manohar is set to visit
Zimbabwe as the country is hopeful of convincing
him to host the Under-19 World Cup qualifiers
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Saha not game
for sledging 

Kochi, Aug. 7: Cricketer S.
Sreesanth on Monday said he was
“grateful to God” after the Kerala
High Court lifted the life ban.

Sreesanth said he was eager to
make a comeback. “I want to play
Test cricket again, I still have
three to four years of cricket left
in me,” Sreesanth told NDTV.

Sreesanth said he has started
preparations for playing the game
and his aim was to find a place in
the Kerala cricket team.

The Kerala Cricket Association
said it would take a positive deci-
sion on Sreesanth’s bid to play in
state cricket tournaments.

“I am glad to be back where I
belong. Hard times come and go.
My aim is to get match fit now and
I will prepare for Ranji cricket,”
Sreesanth added.

The 34-year-old fast bowler said
that he had already been practic-
ing and now needed to prove him-
self.

“I am bowling. I have a small
indoor net in my house and that is
where I practice. I believe I got to
prove myself,” said the Kerala
pacer.

He last played official cricket
during the 2013 IPL.

— Agencies
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Australia Olympic icon Betty Cuthbert, 
only athlete to ever win gold in 100m,
200m and 400m, dies aged 79 
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SHE STOOPS TO CONQUER
■ Tori Bowie dives at finish line to win World 100 metres race by 1/100th of a second
London, Aug. 7:
America’s Tori Bowie
delivered a finish line
masterclass when she
timed her dip perfectly to
win the women’s 100
metres World champi-
onship gold in spectacu-
lar style on Sunday, leav-
ing Ivory Coast’s Marie-
Josee Ta Lou with a con-
solation silver.

The momentum of 26-
year-old Bowie’ exempla-
ry dip sent her sprawling
onto the track but by the
time she recovered
enough to look at the big
screen she saw that she
had won by one hun-
dredth of a second and
denied Ta Lou the chance
to claim Ivory Coast’s
first world title in any
event.

Olympic champion and
race favourite Elaine
Thompson never got
going and finished fifth,
as Dutchwoman Dafne
Schippers took bronze
with a time of 10.96 secs.

Ta Lou appeared to have
the race sewn up but fatal-
ly failed to throw herself
at the line and there were
moments of suspense
before the result appeared
on the stadium score-
board.

The 26-year-old Bowie,
who finished in 10.85 sec-
onds, went one better
than her silver medal at
the Olympic Games in
Rio de Janeiro last year
while Ta Lou was left to
ponder another desper-
ately unlucky finish.

“I never give up until
I’m over the line,” Bowie
said. “Ta Lou went away
fast but she always does.
It didn’t bother me and I
just kept pumping my
legs and arms until the
finish.

“The dive doesn’t feel
too good now. But that has
saved me at champi-
onships in the past. I’ve
got a couple of days to
recover before the 200
heats so I’ll be okay.”

Ta Lou was also
unlucky not to walk away
with a bronze medal in
Rio after being denied a
place on the podium by
the rarely-resorted to
thousandths measure-
ment. “I am just happy to
have this medal, it is a
dream come true,” she
said. “I didn’t expect to be
in the top three because
all the girls have the
power and the talent to
make the podium.”

Thompson’s shock
defeat came after Usain
Bolt finished third in the
men’s 100 metres on
Saturday making it the
first time since the 2005
World Championships in
Helsinki that Jamaica
failed to win either 100
metres race.

It was also the first
sprint double for the U.S.
Since Helsinki when
Gatlin and Lauryn
Williams were the cham-
pions. Thompson, who

had looked in fine form in
the heats and won on the
same track in trainers to
protect an injury in a
Diamond League meeting
one month ago, was at a
loss to explain her defeat.

“I don’t know what hap-
pened. I just wanted to get
a good start but they race
well,” she said. 

“I’ll have to watch the
video back because I don’t
know what went wrong. I
have to give those three
girls a lot of credit, so big
congratulations to them. I
didn’t execute my race
which is a shame but I’m
healthy,” she added.

— Reuters 

Tori Bowie of the USA dives to cross the finish line ahead of Ivory Coast’s Murielle Ahoure to win the women’s 100
metres final at the World Athletics Championships in London on Sunday. — AFP

London, Aug. 7: Tori
Bowie’s dream of one day
seeing a sign in her home
community saying ‘wel-
come to Sand Hill home to
Tori Bowie’ looks almost
certain to be realised after
her 100m win at the world
athletics championships.

For the sport of athletics
the 26-year-old American’s
victory — courtesy of her
habitual hurling herself
at the line which denied
diminutive Ivorian Marie
Josee Ta Lou the gold —
will be a welcome antidote
to the largely hostile
reception of her compatri-
ot and two-time dope cheat
Justin Gatlin’s win in the
men’s race the night
before.

For Bowie — who finally
tasted gold in an individ-
ual event after lesser
medals in the Olympic 100
and 200m as well as the
2015 100 world final — it
will also be a moment of
glory shared with her
paternal grandmother
and her role model,
Bobbie Smith.

But for Smith, Bowie
says she and her sister
Tamara would have been
taken on by foster parents.
“My mother dropped us
off at a foster care centre
when I was just two,”
Bowie told NBC last year.

“But my grandmother
ended up fighting for us
and winning custody of
us. We didn’t have much
but she gave us character,”
added Bowie, who has
shortened her name from
the unusual Fentorish.

Smith for her part had
no hesitation in assuming
her responsibilities to her
discarded grand daugh-
ters even though she had
five children of her own to
bring up in the tiny
enclave in Mississippi
which is so small Bowie
says there are no ‘stop
lights’.

She said her own grand-
mother had taken in six
grandchildren, including

herself. “So I knew if she
could take in six, I could
take in two. That helped
motivate me and let me
know I could do it,” the 70-
year-old told the Clarion-
Ledger.

Bowie, who has done
some modelling and is
keen to get into acting
with her goal to attract the
attention of gospel film
legend Tyler Perry, says
she and Tamara are eter-
nally cognisant of their
grandmother’s sacrifices.

— AFP

Tori, running to
stand still in life

A dejected Usain Bolt poses on the podium during the
victory ceremony for the men’s 100m athletics event at
the IAAF World Championships in London. — AFP

Finally, cheers for Gatlin
London, Aug. 7:
Applause eventually
drowned out the boos that
greeted American Justin
Gatlin when he received
his gold medal for the 100
metres world title on
Sunday at the London
Stadium. 

Sebastian Coe, president
of the International
Association of Athletics
Federations, admitted ear-
lier Sunday he was nerv-
ous at how the crowd

would respond when the
35-year-old two-time dope
cheat, who had taken the
title denying crowd
favourite and Jamaican
superstar Usain Bolt a
final individual gold, in
Saturday’s final, stepped
on top of the podium.

However, those fears
were allayed when the
booing, mixed with muted
applause, was replaced by
more enthusiastic clap-
ping as Gatlin, who had

been jeered throughout
the heats and then even
more so when he was
announced the winner on
Saturday, received his
gold medal from Coe.

It had looked ominous
when deafening roars
rang out for Bolt as he
stepped up for his bronze
medal and then some boos
greeted silver medallist
Christian Coleman who
looked slightly bemused.

— Agencies

Rajiv, Ajay victors in Round 3
DC CORRESPONDENT
HYDERABAD, AUG. 7

Rajiv Inuganti and Ajay
Bhusan dished out com-
posed games on the pool
table to blank their respec-
tive opponents and finish
on the winning side in
Round Three of the ongo-
ing Telangana Open
Snooker Championship in
the city.

Rajiv defeated Shaik
Shukoor with a dominating
77-20, 61-14, 56-6 scoreline.

Rajiv took charge from
first frame and won it easi-
ly at 77-20. Later, he was in
no mood to compromise his
top level game and com-
pletely cornered Shaik 61-
14, 56-6 to pocket the next
two frames and the match. 

Meanwhile, Ajay Bhusan
dominated the table against
Abhiraj 3-0. Ajay’s cue han-
dling skills and tempera-
ment proved too much for
Abhiraj who surrendered
the match 25-81, 35-61, 20-70.

P. Hemanth Kumar was

the other player to sript a
dominating 3-0 victory. He
defeated Baquer Hussain
65-13, 66-22, 67-33. 

Meanwhile, Balakrishna
had to toil hard to clinch a
victory against Sharath.
Both the players gave tough
fight to each other, however,
it was Balakrishna who had
the last laugh as he won
with a 59-38, 44-55, 70-38, 24-
39, 59-56) scoreline.

In the match between
Syed Parvez Shareef and
Dhruv Singh, the former

emerged winner with a
dominating 3-0 score. The
frame scores read 62-21, 57-
55, 74-61 in Dhruv’s favour.

In the other match, Md
Ghouse dished out a come-
from-behind victory over
Varun Victor. After losing
the first frame 36-61,
Ghouse channelised all his
skills and came back hard
at his opponent to clinch
the match.

The scores in the next
three frames read 59-40, 73-
33, 74-18.

THE RESULTS
■ Round 3: P. Hemanth Kumar
bt Baquer Hussain 3-0 (65-13,
66-22, 67-33); Mushtaq bt D.
Rohit Kumar 3-1 (72-13, 58-36,
32-56, 52-42); Balakrishna bt
Sharath 3-2 (59-38, 44-55,
70-38, 24-39, 59-56); Rashid
Qureshi bt Aslam 3-1 (65-60,
60-70, 53-43, 59-36);  Syed
Ahmed bt Majeed Khan 3-0
(67-7, 63-13, 63-37); Abdul
Majid bt P. Sainath 3-1 (32-54,
36-30, 48-37, 57-52); Chetan
Chabra bt John Vali 3-0 (82-
74, 61-51, 60-43); James
Sundar Raj bt Sajjad Khan 3-0
(awarded 1 frame, 74-6, 52-
21); Pandurangaiah bt
Srinivas Rao 3-0 (102(88)-6,
54-47, 70(50)-31); Sandeep
Reddy bt Nizamuddin 3-1
(60-40, 60-50, 43-63, 64-

37); Syed Parvez Shareef bt
Dhruv Singh 3-0 (62-21, 57-
55, 74-61); Dev Pal bt Pawan
Kumar 3-1 (77-51, 23-49, 61-11,
54-16); Ajay Bhushan bt
Abhiraj 3-0 (81-25, 61-35, 70-
20); Rajiv Inuganti bt Shaik
Shukoor 3-0 (77-20, 61-14,
56-6); Md Ghouse bt Varun
Victor 3-1 (36-61, 59-40, 73-
33, 74-18).
■ Round 2: G. Jeevan Reddy
bt Md Muzammil 3-0 (52-19,
52-23, 51-08); Clinton S. Raj
bt Md Imran 3-1 (41-53, 46-34,
59-23, 65-20); Rameezuddin
bt Imran 3-0 (76-44, 72-42,
53-46); Md Faizaan bt
Ibrahim Easa 3-1 (51-16, 72-5,
33-65, 60-40); B.L. Dheeraj
bt Kalyan Sharma 3-0 (57-47,
51-40, 62-13); Mir Abid Ali bt

Arvind Goud 3-0 (52-39, 72-
18, 54-26); Gopal bt Y.
Karunakar 3-2 (43-53, 30-42,
61-37, 47-37, 50-42); Shaik
Rafayath bt G. Nishanth 3-2
(38-45, 60-33, 30-58, 60-26,
60-48); Syed Alamdar bt P.
Naresh 3-2 (38-57, 60-34, 53-
37, 30-67, 56-23); Syed Abed
bt Md Riyaz 3-1 (65-27, 65-31,
42-56, 71-22); Salman bt
Koushik Wala 3-0 (59-20, 60-
21, 52-31); Sajjad Khan bt
Farhaz Ahmed 3-2 (68-11, 55-
20, 46-50, 49-59, 53-49); A.
Naresh Kumar bt Abdul
Rasheed 3-0 (70-10, 59-22,
48-40); Khaja Hussain w/o
M.V. Ramana; Varun Victor bt
P. Gangadhar 3-2 (37-70, 59-
22, 48-68, 56-48, 65-56);
Surya Prakash bt G. Jeevan

Reddy 3-0 (62-21, 72-41, 55-
49); Durga Prasad bt Nabil
Lakdawala 3-0 (65-47, 58-27,
56-53); Tarun Gupta bt G.
Surender 3-0 (58-37, 69-18,
58-04); James Sundar Raj bt
Zubair 3-2 (71-30, 56-63, 38-
65, 58-35, 71-50); Md Ghouse
bt K. Girish 3-0 (75-11, 71-05,
58-27); John Bosco bt E. Sai
Kiran 3-1 (47-32, 58-66, 64-
47, 82-32); Himanshu Jain bt
N. Srinivas 3-0 (70-13, 68-43,
85-05); Chetan Chabra bt Md
Toufeeq 3-0 (66-50, 54-46,
44-30); Abdul Nazeem bt
Venkataiah 3-1 (52-43, 70-28,
42-50, 57-36); Saad Salman
bt Muzaffar 3-1 (39-33, 33-59,
69-18, 78-22); Susheel bt
Shankar Bhavani 3-2 (41-51,
56-49, 59-65, 61-34, 65-34).

St. Louis, USA: Viswanathan
Anand remained in contention

for a top spot after a fourth suc-
cessive draw in the Sinquefield

Chess tournament. Levon
Aronian has had mixed results
with Anand but the Indian has
troubled his opponent a great

deal in the past few years.
For Anand, the fourth draw

serves him well as he has not
really been in great form. With

two points from four games,
one win is what keeps Anand
away from being in the front

line for title race.
— PTI 

French finalist
fails dope test

Fourth draw puts
Anand in title race

Rome: Former French Open
finalist Sara Errani has failed a

doping test for a hormone that
can hide the presence of the

male hormone testosterone, two
Italian newspapers reported

Monday.
Traces of anastrozole, used in

the treatment of breast cancer
but also a masking agent, were

found in the urine of the 30-
year-old former world number

five during a doping control car-
ried out by the International

Tennis Federation, the Gazzetta
dello Sport and the Corriere

della Sera said.
The tests were carried out in

February at her home, the
reports said.

Errani was the beaten finalist at
Roland Garros in 2012 and

reached her highest ever world
ranking of five the following

year, a meteoric rise for a player
who had only just broken into

the world top 100.
According to the reports Errani,
now 98th in the world, was due

to play in Canada but has
returned to Italy to defend her-

self ahead of a public announce-
ment expected by the ITF.

— AFP

SHORT TAKES

When I saw it
pop up on

the board and
it was all confi-

rmed, I thought,
‘Oh my God, I

can’t believe this
just happened’. 

I don’t know where
the finish (the dive)

comes from. I
guess just hunger,
determination, I'm

motivated, I
want it.

— Tori Bowie 
after winning the

100m final

Sara Errani
My mother
dropped us (her-
self and sister
Tamara) off at a
foster care centre
when I was just
two. But my
grandmother
ended up fighting
for us and winning
custody of us. We
didn’t have much
but she gave us
character.

— TORI
BOWIE

Women’s 100
metres World

champion
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