
 

                      www.ibpsguide.in       mock.ibpsguide.in      www.sscexamguide.com            IBPSGuide©2017  1 

List of 250 Important English Vocabulary (Reference “The Hindu”) 

 

1). Unbiased 

Meaning: impartial, unprejudiced, non-partisan 

Definition: showing no prejudice for or against 

something; impartial. 

Usage: His assessment of the benefits and drawbacks 

was unbiased. 

 

2). Laconic 

Meaning: brief, concise, terse, succinct 

Definition: (of a person, speech, or style of writing) 

using very few words. 

Usage: His laconic reply suggested a lack of interest in 

the topic. 

 

3). Feeble 

Meaning: weak, weakly, unwell 

Definition: lacking physical strength, especially as a 

result of age or illness. 

Usage: By now, he was too feeble to leave his room. 

 

4). Verbose 

Meaning: wordy, loquacious, garrulous 

Definition: using or expressed in more words than are 

needed. 

Usage: Much academic language is obscure and 

verbose. 

 

5). Succinct 

Meaning: concise, short, brief, 

Definition: (especially of something written or spoken) 

briefly and clearly expressed. 

Usage: He gave a succinct résumé of the economic 

situation. 

 

6). Mediocre 

Meaning: ordinary, common, moderate 

Definition: of only average quality; not very good. 

Usage: He is an enthusiastic if mediocre painter. 

 

7). Slovenly 

Meaning: scruffy, untidy, messy 

Definition: (especially of a person or their appearance) 

untidy and dirty. 

Usage: He was upbraided for his slovenly appearance. 

 

8). Ecstatic 

Meaning: rapturous, joyful, joyous, 

Definition: feeling or expressing overwhelming 

happiness or joyful excitement. 

Usage: Ecstatic fans filled the stadium. 

 

9). Intermittent 

Meaning: sporadic, irregular, fitful 

Definition: occurring at irregular intervals; not 

continuous or steady. 

Usage: They heard intermittent bursts of gunfire. 

 

10). Contiguous 

Meaning: adjacent, neighbouring, adjoining 

Definition: sharing a common border; touching. 

Usage: The Southern Ocean is contiguous with the 

Atlantic. 

 

11). Adamant 
Meaning: unshakeable, immovable, inflexible 

Definition: refusing to be persuaded or to change one's 

mind. 

Usage: He is adamant that he is not going to resign. 

 

12). Malice 
Meaning: spite, hostility, hate 

Definition: the desire to harm someone; ill will. 

Usage: The malice of evil men who hated his good 

qualities. 

 

13). Notorious 
Meaning: with a bad reputation, ill-famed 

Definition: typically for some bad quality or deed. 

Usage: The country's most notorious drug trafficker. 

 

14). Impertinent 
Meaning: rude, insolent, impolite 

Definition: not showing proper respect; rude. 

Usage: She asked a lot of impertinent questions. 

 

15). Fascinate 
Meaning: engross, captivate, absorb, interest 

Definition: attract the strong attention and interest of 

(someone). 

Usage: I've always been fascinated by computers. 

 

16). Burlesque 
Meaning: take-off, imitation, send-up 
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Definition: an absurd or comically exaggerated 

imitation of something, especially in a literary or 

dramatic work; a parody. 

Usage: A novel which is a burlesque of the literary life. 

 

17). Lament 
Meaning: wail, moan, crying 

Definition: a passionate expression of grief or sorrow. 

Usage: His mother's night-long laments for his father 

 

18). Guile 
Meaning: cunning, craft, art 

Definition: sly or cunning intelligence. 

Usage: He used all his guile and guts to free himself 

from the muddle he was in. 

 

19). Keen 
Meaning: eager, anxious, impatient 

Definition: having or showing eagerness or enthusiasm. 

Usage: His publishers were keen to capitalize on his 

success. 

 

20). Divine 
Meaning: godly, godlike, angelic 

Definition: of or like God or a god 

Usage: Jesus is one person in both divine and human 

natures. 

 

21). Acclaim 
Meaning: Praise, Cheer, Approve 

Definition: praise enthusiastically and publicly. 

Usage: The conference was acclaimed as a considerable 

success. 

 

22). Jubilant 
Meaning: overjoyed, exultant, triumphant, joyful 

Definition: feeling or expressing great happiness and 

triumph. 

Usage: A large number of jubilant fans ran on to the 

pitch. 

 

23). Ulterior 
Meaning: Secondary, Underlying, undisclosed 

Definition: existing beyond what is obvious or 

admitted; intentionally hidden. 

Usage: I helped your mother for my 

own ulterior motives. 

 

24). Fatuous 
Meaning: silly, foolish, stupid 

Definition: silly and pointless. 

Usage: She was irritated by a fatuous question. 

 

25). Irresolute 
Meaning: indecisive, hesitant, tentative, nervous 

Definition: showing or feeling hesitancy; uncertain. 

Usage: She stood irresolute outside his door. 

 

26). Conceit 
Meaning: vanity, self-love, self-admiration 

Definition: excessive pride in oneself. 

Usage: Polly's eyes widened at his 

extraordinary conceit. 

 

27). Exacerbate 
Meaning: Aggravate, make worse, inflame 

Definition: make (a problem, bad situation, or negative 

feeling) worse. 

Usage: Rising inflation was exacerbated by the collapse 

of oil prices 

 

28). Tenacious 
Meaning: firm, tight, fast, clinging 

Definition: tending to keep a firm hold of something; 

clinging or adhering closely. 

Usage: He paused for a moment, but without releasing 

his tenacious grip. 

 

29). Weary 
Meaning: tried, exhausted, worn out 

Definition: feeling or showing extreme tiredness, 

especially as a result of excessive exertion. 

Usage: He arrived home weary after cycling several 

miles. 

 

30). Veracity 
Meaning: truthfulness, truth, accuracy 

Definition: conformity to facts; accuracy. 

Usage: Officials expressed doubts concerning 

the veracity of the story. 

 

31). Yearn 

Meaning: long, pine, crave 

Definition: have an intense feeling of longing for 

something, typically something that one has lost or been 

separated from. 

Usage: She yearned for a glimpse of him. 

 

32). Rebellion 

Meaning: uprising, revolt, insurrection, mutiny, 

revolution 

Definition: an act of armed resistance to an established 

government or leader. 
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Usage: Troops were sent into the area to suppress 

the rebellion. 

 

33). Utopian 
Meaning: unworldly, non-materialistic, immaterial 

Definition: modelled on or aiming for a state in which 

everything is perfect; idealistic. 

Usage: A utopian community of farmers and skilled 

craftsmen. 

 

34). Relevant 

Meaning: pertinent, applicable, apposite, material 

Definition: closely connected or appropriate to the 

matter in hand. 

Usage: What small companies need is relevant advice. 

 

35). Shrewd 

Meaning: sharp, clever, intelligent 

Definition: having or showing sharp powers of 

judgement; astute. 

Usage: She was shrewd enough to guess the motive 

behind his gesture. 

 

36). Winsome 

Meaning: appealing, engaging, charming, winning 

Definition: attractive or appealing in a fresh, innocent 

way. 

Usage: This is his winsome daughter. 

 

37). Ridiculous 

Meaning: laughable, absurd, comical, funny, humorous 

Definition: deserving or inviting derision or mockery; 

absurd. 

Usage: The car looked ridiculous with a yellow child's 

cot strapped to the roof 

 

8). Succinct 

Meaning: concise, short, brief, tight 

Definition: (especially of something written or spoken) 

briefly and clearly expressed. 

Usage: He gave a succinct résumé of the economic 

situation. 

 

39). Temporal 

Meaning: secular, non-spiritual, worldly 

Definition: relating to worldly as opposed to spiritual 

affairs; secular. 

Usage: The Church did not imitate the secular rulers 

who thought only of temporal gain. 

 

40). Prodigal 

Meaning: wasteful, extravagant, spendthrift, 

improvident 

Definition: spending money or using resources freely 

and recklessly; wastefully extravagant. 

Usage: Prodigal habits die hard. 

 

41). Assiduous 

Meaning: diligent, careful, meticulous, attentive 

Definition: showing great care and perseverance. 

Usage: She was assiduous in pointing out every feature. 

 

42). Morbid 

Meaning: ghoulish, macabre, unhealthy 

Definition: characterized by an abnormal and unhealthy 

interest in disturbing and unpleasant subjects, especially 

death and disease. 

Usage: His morbid fascination with the horrors of 

contemporary warfare. 

 

43). Obliterate 

Meaning: destroy, exterminate, demolish 

Definition: destroy utterly; wipe out. 

Usage: The memory was so painful that he obliterated it 

from his mind. 

 

44). Banish 

Meaning: exile, expel, deport, eject 

Definition: send (someone) away from a country or 

place as an official punishment. 

Usage: A number of people were banished to Siberia for 

political crimes. 

 

45). Imminent 

Meaning: impending, at hand, close, near 

Definition: about to happen. 

Usage: They were in imminent danger of being swept 

away. 

 

46). Desultory 

Meaning: casual, half-hearted, lukewarm, superficial 

Definition: lacking a plan, purpose, or enthusiasm. 

Usage: A few people were left, dancing in 

a desultory fashion. 

 

47). Extricate 

Meaning: extract, free, release 
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Definition: free (someone or something) from a 

constraint or difficulty. 

Usage: He was trying to extricate himself from official 

duties. 

 

48). Constant 

Meaning: continual, continuous, persistent, 

Definition: occurring continuously over a period of 

time. 

Usage: The constant background noise of the city. 

 

49). Fallacy 

Meaning: misconception, mistaken belief, misbelief 

Definition: a mistaken belief, especially one based on 

unsound arguments. 

Usage: The notion that the camera never lies is 

a fallacy. 

 

50). Indignant 

Meaning: aggrieved, resentful, affronted, disgruntled, 

discontented, angry 

Definition: feeling or showing anger or annoyance at 

what is perceived as unfair treatment. 

Usage: He was indignant at being the object of 

suspicion. 

 
51). Misery 

Meaning: unhappiness, distress, hardship 

Definition: a state or feeling of great physical or mental 

distress or discomfort. 

Usage: A man who had brought her nothing but misery. 

 

52). Inexorable 

Meaning: relentless, unstoppable, unavoidable 

Definition: impossible to stop or prevent. 

Usage: The seemingly inexorable march of new 

technology. 

 

53). Backlash 

Meaning: comeback, recoil, retaliation 

Definition: a public backlash against racism. 

Usage: The move provoked a furious backlash from 

union leaders. 

 

54). Bait 

Meaning: decoy, fly, troll 

Definition: food placed on a hook or in a net, trap, or 

fishing area to entice fish or other animals as prey. 

Usage: Herrings make excellent bait for pike. 

 

55). Cajole 

Meaning: persuade, wheedle, get round 

Definition: persuade (someone) to do something by 

sustained coaxing or flattery. 

Usage: He hoped to cajole her into selling him her 

house. 

 

56). Condone 

Meaning: allow, let pass, turn a blind eye to 

Definition: accept (behaviour that is considered morally 

wrong or offensive). 

Usage: The college cannot condone any behaviour that 

involves illicit drugs. 

 

57). Apprehend 

Meaning: arrest, catch, capture 

Definition: arrest (someone) for a crime. 

Usage: A warrant was issued but he has not 

been apprehended. 

 

58). Colossal 

Meaning: huge, massive, gigantic 

Definition: extremely large or great. 

Usage: A colossal amount of mail. 

 

59). Belligerent 

Meaning: hostile, aggressive, threatening, 

argumentative 

Definition: hostile and aggressive. 

Usage: The mood at the meeting was belligerent. 

 

60). Brittle 

Meaning: Breakable, splintery, delicate 

Definition: hard but liable to break easily. 

Usage: Her bones became fragile and brittle. 

 

61). Ephemeral 
Meaning: transitory, transient, fleeting, passing, short-

lived 

Definition: lasting for a very short time. 

Usage: Fashions are ephemeral: new ones regularly 

drive out the old. 

 

62). Relinquish 
Meaning: renounce, give up, part with, hand over 
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Definition: voluntarily cease to keep or claim; give up. 

Usage: He relinquished his managerial role to become 

chief executive. 

 

63). Insurgent 
Meaning: revolutionary, rebel, multineer 

Definition: a person fighting against a government or 

invading force; a rebel or revolutionary. 

Usage: Government troops were fighting insurgents. 

 

64). Morose 
Meaning: bad-tempered, in an bad mood, sullen, 

gloomy 

Definition: sullen and ill-tempered. 

Usage: She was morose and silent when she got home. 

 

65). Exhilarate 
Meaning: thrill, excite, make very happy 

Definition: make (someone) feel very happy, animated, 

or elated. 

Usage: She was exhilarated by the day's events. 

 

66). Deface 
Meaning: spoil, damage, injure 

Definition: spoil the surface or appearance of 

(something), for example by drawing or writing on it. 

Usage: A graffiti artist who defaced buildings and 

motorway bridges. 

 

67). Treason 
Meaning: disloyalty, faithlessness 

Definition: the crime of betraying one's country, 

especially by attempting to kill or overthrow the 

sovereign or government. 

Usage: They were convicted of treason. 

 

68). Allegiance 
Meaning: obedience, faithfulness, loyalty 

Definition: loyalty or commitment to a superior or to a 

group or cause. 

Usage: Those wishing to receive citizenship must 

swear allegiance to the republic. 

 

69). Freak 
Meaning: unusual, anomalous, untypical, abnormal 

Definition: a very unusual and unexpected event or 

situation. 

Usage: The teacher says the accident was a total freak. 

 

70). Sequel 
Meaning: follow-up, continuation 

Definition: a published, broadcast, or recorded work 

that continues the story or develops the theme of an 

earlier one. 

Usage: The film was successful enough to inspire 

a sequel. 

 

71). Browbeat 

Meaning: bully, hector, intimidate, force 

Definition: intimidate (someone), typically into doing 

something, with stern or abusive words. 

Usage: A witness is being browbeaten under cross-

examination. 

 

72). Conversant 

Meaning: familiar with, acquainted with 

Definition: familiar with or knowledgeable about 

something. 

Usage: You need someone who is conversant with the 

new technology. 

 

73). Elude 

Meaning: evade, avoid, get away from 

Definition: escape from or avoid (a danger, enemy, or 

pursuer), typically in a skilful or cunning way. 

Usage: He tried to elude the security men by sneaking 

through a back door. 

 

74). Concise 

Meaning: succinct, short, brief 

Definition: giving a lot of information clearly and in a 

few words; brief but comprehensive. 

Usage: A concise account of the country's history. 

 

75). Lush 

Meaning: luxuriant, rich, abundant 

Definition: (of vegetation, especially grass) growing 

luxuriantly. 

Usage: Lush greenery and cultivated fields. 

 

76). Humane 

Meaning: compassionate, kind, kindly 

Definition: having or showing compassion or 

benevolence. 

Usage: Regulations ensuring the humane treatment of 

animals. 

 

77). Insidious 

Meaning: cunning, stealthy, tricky 
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Definition: proceeding in a gradual, subtle way, but 

with very harmful effects. 

Usage: The insidious erosion of rights and liberties. 

 

78). Lenient 

Meaning: merciful, forgiving, tolerant 

Definition: (of a punishment or person in authority) 

more merciful or tolerant than expected. 

Usage: The courts may be more lenient with female 

offenders. 

 

79). Kindle 

Meaning: light, ignite, spark 

Definition: set (something) on fire. 

Usage: He kindled a fire of dry grass. 

 

80). Pathetic 

Meaning: moving, touching, affecting 

Definition: arousing pity, especially through 

vulnerability or sadness. 

Usage: She looked so pathetic that I bent down to 

comfort her. 

 

81). Browbeat 

Meaning: bully, hector, intimidate, force 

Definition: intimidate (someone), typically into doing 

something, with stern or abusive words. 

Usage: A witness is being browbeaten under cross-

examination. 

 

82). Conversant 

Meaning: familiar with, acquainted with 

Definition: familiar with or knowledgeable about 

something. 

Usage: You need someone who is conversant with the 

new technology. 

 

83). Elude 

Meaning: evade, avoid, get away from 

Definition: escape from or avoid (a danger, enemy, or 

pursuer), typically in a skilful or cunning way. 

Usage: He tried to elude the security men by sneaking 

through a back door. 

 

84). Concise 

Meaning: succinct, short, brief 

Definition: giving a lot of information clearly and in a 

few words; brief but comprehensive. 

Usage: A concise account of the country's history. 

 

85). Lush 

Meaning: luxuriant, rich, abundant 

Definition: (of vegetation, especially grass) growing 

luxuriantly. 

Usage: Lush greenery and cultivated fields. 

 

86). Humane 

Meaning: compassionate, kind, kindly 

Definition: having or showing compassion or 

benevolence. 

Usage: Regulations ensuring the humane treatment of 

animals. 

 

87). Insidious 

Meaning: cunning, stealthy, tricky 

Definition: proceeding in a gradual, subtle way, but 

with very harmful effects. 

Usage: The insidious erosion of rights and liberties. 

 

88). Lenient 

Meaning: merciful, forgiving, tolerant 

Definition: (of a punishment or person in authority) 

more merciful or tolerant than expected. 

Usage: The courts may be more lenient with female 

offenders. 

 

89). Kindle 

Meaning: light, ignite, spark 

Definition: set (something) on fire. 

Usage: He kindled a fire of dry grass. 

 

90). Pathetic 

Meaning: moving, touching, affecting 

Definition: arousing pity, especially through 

vulnerability or sadness. 

Usage: She looked so pathetic that I bent down to 

comfort her. 

 

91). Contingent 
Meaning: chance, accidental, possible 

Definition: subject to chance. 

Usage: The contingent nature of the job. 

 

92). Melancholy 
Meaning: desolation, sadness, pensiveness, sorrow 

Definition: a feeling of pensive sadness, typically with 

no obvious cause. 

Usage: A feeling of melancholy descended on him. 
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93). Flippant 
Meaning: superficial, shallow, carefree, irresponsible 

Definition: not showing a serious or respectful attitude. 

Usage: A flippant remark. 

 

94). Obscene 
Meaning: shocking, hateful, evil 

Definition: offending against moral principles; 

repugnant. 

Usage: It was the most obscene crime he had ever 

encountered. 

 

95). Elicit 
Meaning: obtain, bring out, extract 

Definition: evoke or draw out (a reaction, answer, or 

fact) from someone. 

Usage: The police claimed that his fingerprints had been 

found in order to elicit admissions from him. 

 

96). Crafty 
Meaning: cunning, artful, tricky 

Definition: clever at achieving one's aims by indirect or 

deceitful methods. 

Usage: A crafty crook faked an injury to escape from 

prison. 

 

97). Exigency 
Meaning: need, demand, requirement 

Definition: an urgent need or demand. 

Usage: Women worked long hours when 

the exigencies of the family economy demanded it. 

 

98). Bewilder 
Meaning: confound, puzzle, mystify 

Definition: cause (someone) to become perplexed and 

confused. 

Usage: She was bewildered by his sudden change of 

mood. 

 

99). Didactic 
Meaning: instructive, educational, informative 

Definition: Intended to teach, particularly in having 

moral instruction as an ulterior motive. 

Usage: A didactic novel that set out to expose social 

injustice. 

 

100). Effete 
Meaning: affected, ineffectual, artificial, studied 

Definition: affected, over-refined, and ineffectual. 

Usage: Effete trendies from art colleges. 

 

 
101). Banal 

Meaning: ordinary, clichéd, common 

Definition: so lacking in originality as to be obvious 

and boring. 

Usage: Songs with banal, repeated words. 

 

102). Emancipate 

Meaning: liberate, independent, spirited 

Definition: set free, especially from legal, social, or 

political restrictions. 

Usage: The citizen must be emancipated from the 

obsessive secrecy of government. 

 

103). Fallible 

Meaning: error-prone, imperfect, open to error 

Definition: capable of making mistakes or being wrong. 

Usage: All human beings are fallible. 

 

104). Lethargy 

Meaning: inactivity, slowness, dullness 

Definition: a lack of energy and enthusiasm. 

Usage: There was an air of lethargy about him. 

 

105). Fortuitous 

Meaning: Chance, unexpected, unforeseen 

Definition: happening by chance rather than intention. 

Usage: The similarity between the paintings may not be 

simply fortuitous. 

 

106). Captious 

Meaning: critical, disapproving, fault-finding 

Definition: tending to find fault or raise petty 

objections. 

Usage: The losers were glum and captious. 

 

107). Denounce 

Meaning: attack, condemn, criticize 

Definition: publicly declare to be wrong or evil. 

Usage: The pope denounced abortion and the use of 

contraceptives. 

 

108). Cursory 

Meaning: token, casual, half-hearted 

Definition: hasty and therefore not thorough or detailed. 

Usage: A cursory glance at the figures. 

http://www.ibpsguide.in/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/
http://www.ibpsguide.com/2016/08/ibps-po-2016-top-1000-expected-expert-level-quantitative-aptitude-questions-in-pdf.html


 

                      www.ibpsguide.in       mock.ibpsguide.in      www.sscexamguide.com            IBPSGuide©2017  8 

 

109). Haughty 

Meaning: proud, vain, self-important, superior 

Definition: arrogantly superior and disdainful. 

Usage: His bearing was both haughty and disdainful. 

 

110). Ingenuous 

Meaning: innocent, simple, trusting 

Definition: (of a person or action) innocent and 

unsuspecting. 

Usage: He eyed her with wide, ingenuous eyes. 

 

111). Tangible 

Meaning: touchable, material, physical, real 

Definition: perceptible by touch. 

Usage: The atmosphere of neglect and abandonment 

was almost tangible. 

 

112). Vilify 

Meaning: disparage, defame, abuse 

Definition: speak or write about in an abusively 

disparaging manner. 

Usage: He has been vilified in the press. 

 

113). Pertinent 

Meaning: relevant, suitable, fitting 

Definition: relevant or applicable to a particular matter; 

apposite. 

Usage: She asked me a lot of very pertinent questions. 

 

114). Inherit 

Meaning: become heir to, come into/by, be left 

Definition: receive (money, property, or a title) as an 

heir at the death of the previous holder. 

Usage: She inherited a fortune from her father. 

 

115). Equivocal 

Meaning: indefinite, ambiguous, inexact 

Definition: open to more than one interpretation; 

ambiguous. 

Usage: He has always been equivocal about the 

meaning of his lyrics. 

 

116). Urbane 
Meaning: cultured, elegant, worldly 

Definition: (of a person, especially a man) courteous 

and refined in manner. 

Usage: The urbane and scholarly former information 

minister. 

 

117). Zeal 

Meaning: passion, committedness, fire 

Definition: great energy or enthusiasm in pursuit of a 

cause or an objective. 

Usage: His zeal for privatization. 

 

118). Remorse 

Meaning: deep regret, sorrow, shame 

Definition: deep regret or guilt for a wrong committed. 

Usage: They were filled with remorse and shame. 

 

119). Poignant 

Meaning: touching, moving, sad 

Definition: evoking a keen sense of sadness or regret. 

Usage: A poignant reminder of the passing of time. 

 

120). Portray 

Meaning: paint, draw, picture 

Definition: depict (someone or something) in a work of 

art or literature. 

Usage: The ineffectual Oxbridge dons portrayed by 

Evelyn Waughs. 

 

 

121). Disbursement 
Meaning: payment, disbursal, paying out 

Definition: the payment of money from a fund. 

Usage: They established a committee to supervise 

the disbursement of aid. 

 

122). Terrain 
Meaning: land, ground, territory 

Definition: a stretch of land, especially with regard to 

its physical features. 

Usage: They were delayed by rough terrain. 

 

123). Infuriated 
Meaning: enrage, incense, anger, inflame 

Definition: make (someone) extremely angry and 

impatient. 

Usage: I was infuriated by your article. 

 

124). Embarrassed 
Meaning: uneasy, uncomfortable, self-conscious 

Definition: feeling or showing embarrassment. 

Usage: I felt quite embarrassed whenever I talked to 

her. 

 

125). Flared 
Meaning: flash, blaze, flame 
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Definition: burn or shine with a sudden intensity. 

Usage: The bonfire crackled and flared up. 

 

126). Utterly 
Meaning: completely, totally, absolutely 

Definition: completely and without qualification; 

absolutely. 

Usage: He looked utterly ridiculous. 

 

127). Rear 
Meaning: bring up, care for, look after, patent 

Definition: bring up and care for (a child) until they are 

fully grown. 

Usage: I was born and reared in Newcastle. 

 

128). Sniff 
Meaning: inhale, snuffle, breathe in 

Definition: draw up air audibly through the nose to 

detect a smell, to stop it running, or to express contempt. 

Usage: His dog sniffed at my trousers. 

 

129). Extensive 
Meaning: large, sizeable, great, huge 

Definition: covering or affecting a large area. 

Usage: A mansion with extensive grounds. 

 

130). Assuage 
Meaning: relieve, ease, soothe, calm 

Definition: make (an unpleasant feeling) less intense. 

Usage: The letter assuaged the fears of most members. 

 

131). Hamper 
Meaning: basket, pannier, box, container 

Definition: a basket with a carrying handle and a hinged 

lid, used for food, cutlery, and plates on a picnic. 

Usage: A picnic hamper. 

 

132). Ferocious 
Meaning: fierce, wild, ravening, aggressive 

Definition: savagely fierce, cruel, or violent. 

Usage: Bears are ferocious animals. 

 

133). Charlatan 
Meaning: fraud, fake, pretender 

Definition: a person falsely claiming to have a special 

knowledge or skill. 

Usage: A self-confessed con artist and charlatan. 

 

134). Diffident 
Meaning: shy, modest, humble 

Definition: modest or shy because of a lack of self-

confidence. 

Usage: Underneath his diffident exterior there was a 

passionate temperament. 

 

135). Entice 
Meaning: tempt, allure, lure, attract 

Definition: attract or tempt by offering pleasure or 

advantage. 

Usage: The show should entice a new audience into the 

theatre. 

 

136). Barbaric 
Meaning: brutal, savage, fierce 

Definition: savagely cruel. 

Usage: He carried out barbaric acts in the name of wa. 

 

137). Destitute 
Meaning: poor, indigent, down and out 

Definition: extremely poor and lacking the means to 

provide for oneself. 

Usage: Her parents died and she was left destitute. 

 

138). Extravagant 
Meaning: improvident, wasteful, thriftless 

Definition: lacking restraint in spending money or using 

resources. 

Usage: He siphoned off money to fund 

his extravagant lifestyle. 

 

139). Exquisite 
Meaning: beautiful, lovely, elegant, graceful 

Definition: extremely beautiful and delicate. 

Usage: A piece of exquisite antique glass. 

 

140). Fictitious 
Meaning: false, fake, counterfeit 

Definition: not real or true; imaginary or fabricated. 

Usage: Reports of a deal were dismissed as fictitious by 

the Minister. 

 

 

141). Sequel 
Meaning: consequence, result, upshot, outcome 

Definition: something that takes place after or as a 

result of an earlier event. 

Usage: This encouragement to grow potatoes had a 

disastrous sequel some fifty years later. 

 

142). Redress 
Meaning: rectify, correct 

Definition: remedy or set right (an undesirable or unfair 

situation). 

Usage: The question is how to redress the consequences 

of racist land policies. 
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143). Negation 
Meaning: denial, contradiction, repudiation 

Definition: the contradiction or denial of something. 

Usage: There should be confirmation—or negation—of 

the findings. 

 

144). Mitigate 
Meaning: reduce, diminish, lessen 

Definition: make (something bad) less severe, serious, 

or painful. 

Usage: Drainage schemes have helped to mitigate this 

problem. 

 

145). Immaculate 
Meaning: clean, spotless, unsoiled 

Definition: perfectly clean, neat, or tidy. 

Usage: An immaculate white shirt. 

 

146). Formidable 
Meaning: intimidating, forbidding, alarming 

Definition: inspiring fear or respect through being 

impressively large, powerful, intense, or capable. 

Usage: Every man wore a formidable curved dagger. 

 

147). Grapple 
Meaning: wrestle, struggle, fight 

Definition: engage in a close fight or struggle without 

weapons; wrestle. 

Usage: He threw himself forward and grappled with 

him. 

 

148). Lavish 
Meaning: luxurious, costly, grand 

Definition: sumptuously rich, elaborate, or luxurious. 

Usage: He held lavish dinner parties at his home. 

 

149). Fragile 
Meaning: breakable, weak, smash able 

Definition: (of an object) easily broken or damaged. 

Usage: She was anxious about her fragile porcelain. 

 

150). Splendid 
Meaning: magnificent, sumptuous, impressive, superb 

Definition: magnificent; very impressive. 

Usage: A splendid palazzo on the Grand Canal. 

 

 
 

151). Preposterous 
Meaning: foolish, stupid, ridiculous 

Definition: contrary to reason or common sense; utterly 

absurd or ridiculous. 

Usage: A preposterous suggestion. 

 

152). Relinquish 
Meaning: renounce, resign, surrender 

Definition: voluntarily cease to keep or claim; give up. 

Usage: He relinquished his managerial role to become 

chief executive. 

 

153). Bountiful 
Meaning: abundant, plentiful, ample, bumper 

Definition: large in quantity; abundant. 

Usage: The ocean provided a bountiful supply of fresh 

food. 

 

154). Comply 
Meaning: observe, obey, respect 

Definition: act in accordance with a wish or command. 

Usage: We are unable to comply with your request. 

 

155). Accede 
Meaning: agree to, accept, endorse 

Definition: agree to a demand, request, or treaty. 

Usage: The authorities did not accede to the strikers' 

demands. 

 

156). Implore 
Meaning: beg, pray, request 

Definition: beg someone earnestly or desperately to do 

something. 

Usage: His mother implored him to continue studying. 

 

157). Deportment 
Meaning: posture, carriage, bearing 

Definition: the way a person stands and walks, 

particularly as an element of etiquette. 

Usage: Poise is directly concerned with 

good deportment. 

 

158). Grotesque 
Meaning: malformed, deformed, misshappen 

Definition: comically or repulsively ugly or distorted.. 

Usage: A figure wearing a grotesque mask. 

 

159). Confound 
Meaning: amaze, surprise, astonish 

Definition: cause surprise or confusion in (someone), 

especially by not according with their expectations. 

Usage: The inflation figure confounded economic 

analysts. 

 

160). Clamor 
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Meaning: racket, loud noise, shouting 

Definition: a loud and confused noise, especially that of 

people shouting. 

Usage: The questions rose to a clamor. 

 

 

161). Precarious 
Meaning: uncertain, insecure, unreliable 

Definition: not securely held or in position; dangerously 

likely to fall or collapse. 

Usage: He made a precarious living as a painter. 

 

162). Exhortation 
Meaning: urging, encouragement, pressure 

Definition: an address or communication emphatically 

urging someone to do something. 

Usage: Exhortations to consumers to switch off 

electrical appliances. 

 

163). Fallible 
Meaning: error-prone, errant, weak 

Definition: capable of making mistakes or being wrong. 

Usage: All human beings are fallible. 

 

164). Garrulous 
Meaning: talkative, voluble, chatty 

Definition: excessively talkative, especially on trivial 

matters. 

Usage: A garrulous old man who chattered like a 

magpie. 

 

165). Meekness 
Meaning: patience, resignation, humility 

Definition: the fact or condition of being meek; 

submissiveness 

Usage: All his best friends make fun of him for 

his meekness. 

 

166). Impede 
Meaning: hinder, obstruct, handicap 

Definition: delay or prevent (someone or something) by 

obstructing them; hinder. 

Usage: The sap causes swelling which 

can impede breathing. 

 

167). Allure 
Meaning: attraction, draw, pull 

Definition: the quality of being powerfully and 

mysteriously attractive or fascinating. 

Usage: People for whom gold holds no allure. 

 

168). Arraign 
Meaning: criticize, attack, condemn 

Definition: call or bring (someone) before a court to 

answer a criminal charge. 

Usage: Her sister was arraigned on charges of attempted 

murder. 

 

169). Tyranny 
Meaning: despotism, autocracy, absolutism 

Definition: cruel and oppressive government or rule. 

Usage: Refugees fleeing tyranny and oppression. 

 

170). Disentangle 
Meaning: extract, free, remove 

Definition: free (something or someone) from 

something that they are entangled with. 

Usage: He disentangled his fingers from her hair. 

 

171). Condone 
Meaning: deliberately, ignore, disregard 

Definition: accept (behaviour that is considered morally 

wrong or offensive). 

Usage: The college cannot condone any behaviour that 

involves illicit drugs. 

 

172). Rambling 
Meaning: long-winded, digressive, discursive 

Definition: (of writing or speech) lengthy and confused 

or inconsequential. 

Usage: A rambling six-hour speech. 

 

173). Catastrophe 
Meaning: disaster, calamity, crisis 

Definition: an event causing great and usually sudden 

damage or suffering; a disaster. 

Usage: The bush fires were the latest in a growing list 

of catastrophes. 

 

174). Astound 
Meaning: amaze, astonish, surprise 

Definition: shock or greatly surprise. 

Usage: Kate was astounded by his arrogance. 

 

175). Impudent 
Meaning: insolent, shameless, impertinent, immodest 

Definition: not showing due respect for another person; 

impertinent. 

Usage: He could have strangled this impudent upstart. 

 

176). Precursor 
Meaning: forerunner, predecessor, forefather 

Definition: a person or thing that comes before another 

of the same kind; a forerunner. 

Usage: A three-stringed precursor of the violin. 
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177). Enchant 
Meaning: captivate, charm, delight 

Definition: fill (someone) with great delight; charm. 

Usage: Isabel was enchanted with the idea. 

 

178). Squeamish 
Meaning: nervous, cannot stand the sight of, makes one 

feel sick 

Definition: easily made to feel sick or disgusted. 

Usage: Some of us ate the monkey, but 

the squeamish ones had a tin of corned beef. 

 

179). Ostentatious 
Meaning: showy, loud, obtrusive 

Definition: characterized by pretentious or showy 

display; designed to impress. 

Usage: A simple design that is glamorous without 

being ostentatious. 

 

180). Bombastic 
Meaning: pompous, blustering, blathering 

Definition: high-sounding but with little meaning; 

inflated. 

Usage: Howard really was the most bombastic prig. 

 

181). Ambulate 
Meaning: walk; move about. 

Definition: To Walk or Relocate One’s Self under the 

Power of One’s Own legs. 

Usage: Peter slowly ambulated to the Kitchen, favoring 

his strained Knee 

 

182). Trickery 
Meaning: deception, dishonesty, cheating 

Definition: the practice of deception. 

Usage: She looked at me coldly as if suspecting some 

kind of trickery. 

 

183). Elusive 
Meaning: slippery, shifty 

Definition: difficult to find, catch, or achieve. 

Usage: Success will become ever more elusive when 

you don’t put in your best. 

 

184). Fervor 
Meaning: Passion, zeal, emotion 

Definition: intense and passionate feeling. 

Usage: He talked with all the fervor of a new convert. 

 

185). Concomitant 
Meaning: attendant, related, collateral 

Definition: naturally accompanying or associated. 

Usage: She loved travel, with all 

its concomitant worries. 

 

186). Exacerbate 
Meaning: aggravate, worsen, inflame 

Definition: make (a problem, bad situation, or negative 

feeling) worse. 

Usage: rising inflation was exacerbated by the collapse 

of oil prices. 

 

187). Plaintive 
Meaning: mournful, sad, wistful 

Definition: sounding sad and mournful. 

Usage: A plaintive cry. 

 

188). Acrimony 
Meaning: bitterness, animosity, resentment 

Definition: bitterness or ill feeling. 

Usage: The meeting ended with acrimony on both sides. 

 

189). Relinquish 
Meaning: renounce, give up, give away 

Definition: voluntarily cease to keep or claim; give up. 

Usage: He relinquished his managerial role to become 

chief executive. 

 

190). Erstwhile 
Meaning: Former, old, one-time 

Definition: former 

Usage: The erstwhile president of the company. 

 

 

191). Malevolent 

Meaning: spiteful, bitter, poisonous 

Definition: having or showing a wish to do evil to 

others. 

Usage: She shot a malevolent glare at her companion. 

 

192). Stringent 

Meaning: strict, severe, tough 

Definition: (of regulations, requirements, or conditions) 

strict, precise, and exacting. 

Usage: The safety regulations are very stringent. 

 

193). Proposition 

Meaning: theory, argument, premise 

Definition: a statement or assertion that expresses a 

judgement or opinion. 

Usage: They advanced the proposition that investors 

prefer high earnings growth. 
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194). Plausible 

Meaning: believable, credible, likely 

Definition: (of an argument or statement) seeming 

reasonable or probable. 

Usage: A plausible explanation. 

 

195). Soared 

Meaning: glide, plane, float 

Definition: maintain height in the air without flapping 

wings or using engine power. 

Usage: The gulls soared on the summery winds. 

 

196). Naive 

Meaning: innocent, artless, inexperienced 

Definition: (of a person) natural and unaffected; 

innocent. 

Usage: Andy had a sweet, naive look when he smiled. 

 

197). Sarcastic 

Meaning: sardonic, ironic, derisive 

Definition: Marked by or given to using irony in order 

to mock or convey contempt. 

Usage: I've had enough of your sarcastic comments. 

 

198). Lethargy 

Meaning: inaction, slowness, dullness 

Definition: a lack of energy and enthusiasm. 

Usage: There was an air of lethargy about him. 

 

199). Nebulous 

Meaning: unclear, cloudy, misty 

Definition: in the form of a cloud or haze; hazy. 

Usage: The figure was still nebulous—she couldn't 

quite see it. 

 

 
200). Quest 

Meaning: search, hunt, pursuit 

Definition: a long or arduous search for something. 

Usage: The quest for a reliable vaccine has intensified. 

 

201). Unified 

Meaning: join, merge, fuse 

Definition: make or become united, uniform, or whole. 

Usage: He unified the confederacy into a powerful 

entity. 

 

202). Casuistry 

Meaning: Sophistry, specious reasoning, 

Definition: the use of clever but unsound reasoning, 

especially in relation to moral questions; sophistry. 

Usage: The minister is engaging in nothing more or less 

than casuistry. 

 

203). Callous 

Meaning: heartless, unfeeling, uncaring 

Definition: showing or having an insensitive and cruel 

disregard for others. 

Usage: His callous comments about the murder made 

me shiver. 

 

204). Slovenly 

Meaning: messy, untidy, slatternly 

Definition: (especially of a person or their appearance) 

untidy and dirty. 

Usage: He was upbraided for his slovenly appearance. 

 

205). Verbose 

Meaning: wordy, talkative, voluble 

Definition: using or expressed in more words than are 

needed. 

Usage: Much academic language is obscure 

and verbose. 

 

206). Norms 

Meaning: standard, usual, the rule 

Definition: something that is usual, typical, or standard. 

Usage: Child protection teams are now the norm in 

local authorities. 

 

207). Inscribed 

Meaning: carve, write, cut 

Definition: write or carve (words or symbols) on 

something, especially as a formal or permanent record. 

Usage: His name was inscribed on the new silver 

trophy. 

 

208). Testimony 

Meaning: evidence, affidavit, statement 

Definition: a formal written or spoken statement, 

especially one given in a court of law. 

Usage: Smith was in court to hear her testimony. 

 

209). Entirety 

Meaning: whole, sum, total 
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Definition: the whole of something. 

Usage: She would have to stay in her room for 

the entirety of the weekend. 

 

210). Eluding 

Meaning: evade, avoid, escape (from) 

Definition: escape from or avoid (a danger, enemy, or 

pursuer), typically in a skilful or cunning way. 

Usage: He tried to elude the security men by sneaking 

through a back door. 

 

211). Deprived 

Meaning: Disadvantaged, Poor, destitute 

Definition: suffering a severe and damaging lack of 

basic material and cultural benefits. 

Usage: The charity cares for destitute 

and deprived children. 

 

212). Emaciated 

Meaning: Thin, skeletal, bony 

Definition: abnormally thin or weak, especially because 

of illness or a lack of food. 

Usage: she was so emaciated she could hardly stand. 

 

213). Persuaded 

Meaning: Convince, Make, get, influence 

Definition: induce (someone) to do something through 

reasoning or argument. 

Usage: it wasn't easy, but I persuaded him to do the 

right thing. 

 

214). Bulldozed 

Meaning: Demolish, Knock down, pull down, clear 

Definition: clear (ground) or destroy (buildings, trees, 

etc.) with a bulldozer. 

Usage: developers are bulldozing the site. 

 

215). Instilled 

Meaning: Inculcate, Implant, fix, impress 

Definition: gradually but firmly establish (an idea or 

attitude) in a person's mind. 

Usage: The standards her parents had instilled into her. 

 

216). Unobtrusive 

Meaning: Self-effecting, quiet, modest 

Definition: not conspicuous or attracting attention. 

Usage: The service was unobtrusive and efficient. 

 

217). Awkward 

Meaning: Difficult, tricky 

Definition: causing difficulty; hard to do or deal with. 

Usage: Some awkward questions. 

 

218). Nurturing 

Meaning: Bring Up, care for, look after 

Definition: care for and protect (someone or something) 

while they are growing. 

Usage: Jarrett was nurtured by his parents in a close-

knit family. 

 

219). Acclimatise 

Meaning: Adjust, habituate, acculturate, harden 

Definition: become accustomed to a new climate or 

new conditions; adjust. 

Usage: it's unknown whether people will acclimatise to 

increasingly warm weather. 

 

220). Hurdle 

Meaning: Difficulty, problem, barrier, obstacle 

Definition: a problem or difficulty that must be 

overcome. 

Usage: Many would like to emigrate to the United 

States, but face formidable hurdles. 

 

221). Haunts 
Meaning: appear in, materialize in 

Definition: (of a ghost) manifest itself at (a place) 

regularly. 

Usage: A grey lady who haunts the chapel. 

 

222). Mirth 
Meaning: high spirits, mirthfulness, cheerfulness, 

Joyfulness 

Definition: amusement, especially as expressed in 

laughter. 

Usage: His six-foot frame shook with mirth. 

 

223). Conducive 
Meaning: good for, helpful to, instrumental in, 

calculated to produce 

Definition: making a certain situation or outcome likely 

or possible. 

Usage: the harsh lights and cameras were 

hardly conducive to a relaxed atmosphere. 

 

224). Customary 
Meaning: usual, traditional, normal, conventional 

Definition: according to the customs or usual practices 

associated with a particular society, place, or set of 

circumstances. 
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Usage: It is customary to mark an occasion like this 

with a toast. 

 

225). Inexorable 
Meaning: relentless, unstoppable, unavoidable, 

inescapable 

Definition: impossible to stop or prevent. 

Usage: The seemingly inexorable march of new 

technology. 

 

226). Enormous 
Meaning: huge, vast, extensive, expansive 

Definition: very large in size, quantity, or extent. 

Usage: Enormous sums of money. 

 

227). Hindrance 
Meaning: impediment, obstacle, barrier, bar, 

obstruction, handicap, limitation 

Definition: a thing that provides resistance, delay, or 

obstruction to something or someone. 

Usage: a hindrance to the development process. 

 

228). Viable 
Meaning: Workable, Practicable, usable 

Definition: capable of working successfully; feasible. 

Usage: the proposed investment was 

economically viable. 

 

229). Akin 
Meaning: :similar, related, close, near, corresponding 

Definition: of similar character. 

Usage: something akin to gratitude overwhelmed her. 

 

230). Patchy 
Meaning: uneven, bitty, varying, variable 

Definition: existing or happening in small, isolated 

areas. 

Usage: your coursework was patchy. 

 

231). Horrific 
Meaning:    dreadful, horrendous, horrifying, horrible 

Definition: causing horror. 

Usage: horrific injuries. 

 

232). Hinder 
Meaning: hamper, be a hindrance to, obstruct, impede, 

inhibit 

Definition: make it difficult for (someone) to do 

something or for (something) to happen. 

Usage: language barriers hindered communication 

between scientists. 

 

233). Burrow 

Meaning: tunnel, dig (out), excavate, grub, mine, bore, 

drill 

Definition: (of an animal) make a hole or tunnel, 

typically for use as a dwelling. 

Usage: Moles burrowing away underground. 

 

234). Jolted 
Meaning: :push, thrust 

Definition: push or shake (someone or something) 

abruptly and roughly. 

Usage: A surge in the crowd behind him jolted him 

forwards. 

 

235). Implication 
Meaning:    suggestion, inference, insinuation, 

innuendo, hint 

Definition: the conclusion that can be drawn from 

something although it is not explicitly stated. 

Usage: The implication is that no one person at the bank 

is responsible. 

 

236). Miserly 
Meaning: mean, niggardly, parsimonious, close-fisted 

Definition: of or characteristic of a miser. 

Usage: his miserly great-uncle proved to be worth 

nearly £1 million. 

 

237). Proximity 
Meaning: closeness, nearness, presence, juxtaposition, 

propinquity, adjacency 

Definition: nearness in space, time, or relationship 

Usage: Do not operate microphones in 

close proximity to television sets. 

 

238). Hostile 
Meaning: antagonistic, aggressive, confrontational, 

belligerent, Militant 

Definition: showing or feeling opposition or dislike; 

unfriendly. 

Usage: a hostile audience. 

 

239). Inalienable 
Meaning: inviolable, absolute, sacrosanct, 

unchallengeable, unassailable 

Definition: not subject to being taken away from or 

given away by the possessor. 

Usage: the shareholders have the inalienable right to 

dismiss directors. 

 

240). Trivia 
Meaning: (petty) details, minutiae, niceties, 

technicalities, trivialities, trifles, irrelevancies, non-

essentials 
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Definition: details, considerations, or pieces of 

information of little importance or value. 

Usage: we fill our days with meaningless trivia. 

 

241). Preached 
Meaning: give a sermon, evangelize, address, speak 

Definition: deliver a sermon or religious address to an 

assembled group of people, typically in church. 

Usage: he preached to a large congregation. 

 

242). Extravagant 
Meaning: Thriftless, improvident, wasteful 

Definition: lacking restraint in spending money or using 

resources 

Usage: it was rather extravagant to buy both. 

 

243). Malice 
Meaning: spitefulness, spite, malevolence, 

maliciousness, animosity, 

Definition: (the desire to harm someone; ill will. 

Usage: I bear no malice towards anybody. 

 

244). Ostracise 
Meaning: :Exclude, blacklist, cast off, 

Definition: exclude from a society or group 

Usage: she was declared a witch and ostracised by the 

villagers. 

 

245). Confessed 
Meaning: admit, acknowledge, reveal, make known 

Definition: admit that one has committed a crime or 

done something wrong. 

Usage: he confessed that he had attacked the old man. 

 

246). Strides 
Meaning: March, stalk, pace, walk 

Definition: walk with long, decisive steps in a specified 

direction. 

Usage: he strode across the road. 

 

247). Bolstering 
Meaning: Strengthen, support 

Definition: support or strengthen 

Usage: the fall in interest rates is starting 

to bolster confidence. 

 

248). Estrangement 
Meaning: Alienation, turning away, antipathy 

Definition: the fact of no longer being on friendly terms 

or part of a social group. 

Usage: the growing estrangement of the police from 

their communities. 

 

249). Detached 
Meaning: Unfastened, disconnected, disengaged, parted 

Definition: separate or disconnected, in particular. 

Usage: he is a detached observer of his own actions. 

 

250). Exodus 
Meaning: Mass departure, withdrawal, evacuation 

Definition: a mass departure of people. 

Usage: the annual exodus of sun-seeking Canadians to 

Florida 
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