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Torched 

Morning shocker: A �re broke out in the early hours of Friday at the 86-storey Torch Tower, a
residential building in Dubai’s waterfront Marina district. Fire�ghters put out the blaze, which
forced residents to evacuate in the middle of the night. No injuries were reported. * REUTERS
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The rules banning cattle
slaughter were never placed
before Parliament — which
the government should have
done before implementing
them — the Lok Sabha Sec-
retariat has said in its reply
to an RTI request by one of
the petitioners who moved
the Supreme Court challen-
ging the ban.

Back to drawing board
Having triggered an ava-
lanche of litigation across
the country, the Prevention
of Cruelty to Animal (Regula-
tion of Livestock Market)
Rules of 2017, which ban the
sale of cattle in livestock
markets for the purpose of
slaughter or animal sacrifice,
are now back to the drawing
board. 

Notified on May 23, the
rules mandate that cattle
should only be sold in an-
imal markets for farming
purposes.

Section 38A of the Preven-
tion of Cruelty Act of 1960

mandates that any rule made
by the Centre under it ought
to be laid before each House
of Parliament “as soon as it is
made.” 

The rules are to be placed
before Parliament for a total
of 30 days. 

Any modification agreed
upon by both the Houses
should be incorporated in
the rules or else they would
have no effect.

The July 27 reply of the

Lok Sabha Secretariat to pe-
titioner Sabu Stephen’s RTI
plea said Parliament had no
information about the rules. 

Not forwarded
The reply said in clear terms
that the livestock rules were
“not forwarded by the min-
istry concerned, ie, the Min-
istry of Environment,
Forests and Climate Change,
for laying on the table of the
House so far. Hence, not laid

till date.” 
“The government by-

passed Parliament, sup-
pressed the rules from the
elected representatives of
the people of the country
and killed the parent Act...
all this when over 70% of the
country is affected by certain
provisions of the livestock
rules,” V.K. Biju, Mr. Steph-
en’s advocate, submitted.

Cattle trade ban rules were
not placed before Parliament
In reply to RTI plea, Lok Sabha Secretariat says Centre did not follow procedure

Krishnadas Rajagopal
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Defence Minister Arun Jait-
ley told the Lok Sabha on
Friday that there had been
increased attempts by
Pakistan to ensure infiltra-
tion across the Line of Con-
trol (LoC) in 2017 and that
285 such attempts had been
recorded till August 1.

He added that there had
also been casualties due to
attempts by the other side
to infiltrate, due to which
“the record is high.”

Incursion attempts
The Minister was replying to
a question from CPI(M)
member Mohammad Salim
on the number of incursion
attempts made in the last
one year and the number of
soldiers of the Army and
paramilitary forces and ci-
vilians killed or injured as a
result.

Mr. Jaitley also said that
while the Army guards the

LoC and a few parts of the
International Border, the re-
maining border areas were
guarded by the Border Se-
curity Force. 

He added that in 2017, the
ceasefire violations in areas
guarded by the Army were
228 and those in the areas
controlled by the BSF were
221. 

The Army suffered eight
casualties in 2016 during
these violations, he added.

285 in�ltration bids by
Pakistan in 2017: Jaitley

Increased attempts led to more deaths 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Arun Jaitley *

Terming it a move to curb
identity fraud, the govern-
ment on Friday made
Aadhaar numbers a pre-re-
quisite for issuing death cer-
tificates to residents of all
States, barring Jammu &
Kashmir, Meghalaya and As-
sam, to establish the identity
of the deceased. The order
comes into effect from Octo-
ber 1, 2017. 

If the person applying for
the death certificate is not
aware of the Aadhaar num-
ber or the Aadhaar enrol-

ment ID number of the de-
ceased, she or he would be
required to provide a certi-
ficate that the deceased per-
son does not possess

Aadhaar number to the best
of her or his knowledge, the
Home Ministry said. 

While the statement was
issued in the afternoon, the
Press Information Bureau
said in a late-night tweet that
the provision was not man-
datory, and news agency PTI
had erred by saying that the
Aadhaar number was man-
datory for registering the
death of an individual. “The
use of the word ‘mandatory’
is totally incorrect, as it is
not mandatory,” the PIB’s of-
ficial handle noted. 

Now, Aadhaar is required 
for death certi�cates too
Move is to curb identity fraud, says government

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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False declaration will be an
o�ence. *

Those who have grown to
dread the trip to or from
Bengaluru’s Kempegowda
International Airport (KIA)
can now breathe easy. The
journey by road, which often
entailed a nightmarish three
hours in rush hour traffic,
may soon be completely
avoidable as Bengaluru is all
set to get India’s first
dedicated helicopter-taxi
(heli-taxi) service. 

Announced on Friday, the
service, expected to take off
in three months, will be
operated by Thumby
Aviation Private Limited.
Initially, the services will be
between KIA and Electronics
City, where a heliport is
expected to come up.
Estimates by the company
peg the travel time at
around 15 minutes.

Speaking at

the launch, Union Minister
of State for Civil Aviation,
Jayant Sinha said, “We hope

that Bengaluru will lead the
way for other Indian cities to
adopt such services. In the
Brazilian city of Sao Paulo,
for instance, which is similar

in size to Bengaluru, there
are 300 helicopters
operating as heli-taxis. My
appeal to the operators is to
keep their prices
competitive with air-
conditioned road taxis.”

“We hope that Bengaluru
will lead the way for other
cities to adopt such services.

Group Captain (Retd) KNG
Nair, chief managing
director of Thumby Aviation,
said that the services would
initially be launched with
one Bell 407 chopper with a
seating capacity of six. “We
will also look at ferrying
passengers to Whitefield and
to the HAL airport as well in
the near future,” he said. 

The prices, which are yet
to be fixed, are likely to be
calculated based on the
interest shown. “We are in
talks with several
companies. We would like to
price the service very

competitively,” Mr. Nair said. 
Current fares for an air-

conditioned taxi between
KIA and Electronics City
range between ₹1,500 to
₹2,500 for a 50-km ride. The
travel time could be 90
minutes to three hours
depending on traffic. KIA is
also open to supporting
other companies that would
like to take up similar heli-
taxi services to and from the
city. 

90 helipads 
Also speaking at the launch,
Karnataka Minister for
Industries and Commerce
R.V. Deshpande said that the
services could also be used
to ferry patients in need of
urgent medical care. “The
city has around 90 helipads
in multi-storeyed buildings.
These must be made
operational, and we hope to
do it soon.”
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Bengaluru to get India’s �rst ‘heli-taxi’ service
Flying over tra�c jams, travellers from Electronics City can reach airport in 15 minutes 

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi’s car was at-
tacked on Friday during his
visit to Gujarat’s flood-hit
Banaskantha district. Mr.
Gandhi, who was sitting in
front of the SUV, escaped un-
hurt but an SPG guard re-
ceived minor injuries as
stones thrown at the vehicle
shattered the rear windows. 

Banaskantha SP Neeraj
Badgujar said a man threw
stones at Mr. Gandhi’s car
when he was on his way
from Lal Chowk to the
helipad in Dhanera. “We
have detained the person,”
he said. After the incident,
Mr. Gandhi lashed out on
Twitter at the BJP govern-
ment in the State and at the
Centre, saying he would not
be deterred by stones or
black flags. 

Crowds with black flags

had greeted the Congress
leader as he visited the flood-
affected Dhanera. 

Following the incident
that attracted widespread
condemnation, Deputy Chief
Minister Nitin Patel said the
police would file an FIR. He
added that Mr. Gandhi had
refused to use a bulletproof
car offered by the State and

instead preferred to travel by
a private SUV.

After a series of tweets ac-
cusing the Congress leader
of seeking a photo opportun-
ity with flood-affected
people, Chief Minister Vijay
Rupani also condemned the
attack. 

(With inputs from PTI) 

Rahul Gandhi’s vehicle

attacked in Gujarat
Cong leader greeted with black �ags in �ood-hit Banaskantha

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

Congress leader Bharatsinh Solanki shows a stone allegedly
thrown at Rahul Gandhi’s car in Banaskantha district. * PTI
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China the main foreign
policy issue: Jaishankar 
BENGALURU

While skirting the issue of the

Doklam stando�, Foreign

Secretary S. Jaishankar said

relations with China would be

the main foreign policy issue

for the country
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Another SP MLC quits
party, joins BJP
LUCKNOW

The Samajwadi Party received

a fresh blow on Friday as its

MLC Sarojini Agarwal

resigned from the party and

promptly joined the BJP. A

former Zilla Panchayat head

from Meerut, Ms. Agarwal

was considered close to

Mulayam Singh.

NORTH A PAGE 2

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

ILLUSTRATION: 

Sebastian Francis

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS



NORTH
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NOIDA/DELHI THE HINDU 

SATURDAY, AUGUST 5, 20172
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

0
DISCLAIMER: Readers are requested to
verify and make appropriate enquiries to
satisfy themselves about the veracity of
an advertisement before responding to
any published in this newspaper. Kasturi
& Sons Limited, the Publisher & Owner of
this newspaper, does not vouch for the
authenticity of any advertisement or ad-
vertiser or for any of the advertiser’s
products and/or services. In no event can
the Owner, Publisher, Printer, Editor, Dir-
ector/s, Employees of this newspaper/
company be held responsible/liable in
any manner whatsoever for any claims
and/or damages for advertisements in
this newspaper.

DELHI Timings

Saturday, August 05

RISE 05:45 SET 19:09

RISE 17:24 SET 03:27

Sunday, August 06

RISE 05:46 SET 19:08

RISE 18:09 SET 04:17

Monday, August 07

RISE 05:46 SET 19:08

RISE 18:53 SET 05:10

In a first in the country, the
Rajasthan government has
barred sellers from display-
ing tobacco products in the
open at their shops. The
sellers at shops, kiosks,
counters and mobile selling
outlets will be fined if they
continue to display cigar-
ettes, tobacco pouches and
other tobacco items.

Principal Health Secret-
ary Veenu Gupta issued or-
ders under the Cigarettes
and Other Tobacco Products
Act, 2003, on Thursday
while directing that that the
tobacco products should
not be displayed in such a
manner that they would be
available to children under
18 years of age.

The Act prohibits selling
of tobacco products to
minor children. Ms. Gupta
said the amended rule of

2011 under Section 6 (a) of
the Act had made it mandat-
ory that the tobacco
products would not be dis-
played at the selling points.

Rajasthan has become
the first State in the country
to enforce the rule with the
objective of discouraging
the consumption of tobacco
products. These items are
prominently displayed and
openly sold at the shops and
roadside kiosks all over the
country.

Non-government organ-
isations working for elimina-
tion of tobacco consump-
tion in the State have
welcomed the decision.
Jayesh Joshi, secretary of
NGO Vaagdhara, said the
move would help in wean-
ing the youths away from
smoking cigarettes and con-
suming tobacco and build-
ing a tobacco-free society. 

Tobacco sellers barred
from displaying products

Rajasthan �rst to enforce tobacco rule 

Special Correspondent 

JAIPUR

Actor Salman Khan on Fri-
day appeared before the
District and Sessions court
here for verification of bail
bonds in an Arms Act case
related to the killing of black
bucks in 1998.

The court had
summoned him while hear-
ing an appeal by the State
government challenging his
acquittal by the trial court in
the case.

The court has now listed
the matter for hearing on
October 5.

“The court had
summoned him to sign the
bail bonds. He signed them
today and now the hearing
on the state’s appeal will be-
gin from October 5,” Sal-
man’s counsel H. M.
Saraswat said.

The actor arrived by a
chartered flight at Jodhpur
Civil Airport at 12.30 p.m.
and headed straight for the
court to sign the bail bonds.
He was in the court room
for about five minutes and
then left for the airport.

He had to appear in the
court on July 6 for verifica-
tion of bail bonds of

₹20,000 submitted by him
in the case but due to secur-
ity reasons he sought an ex-
emption from appearance
after which the hearing was
adjourned till today
(Friday).

The case is on the illegal
possession of arms which
were allegedly used to kill
the blackbucks in 1998.

Salman was acquitted by
the trial court on January 18
in a case under the Arms
Act for alleged possession
and use of firearms with ex-
pired licence.

Salman appears in
court in arms case
For veri�cation of bail bonds 

Press Trust of india

Jodhpur

Actor Salman Khan in
Jodhpur on Friday. * PTI 

The Samajwadi Party re-
ceived a fresh blow on Friday
as its MLC Sarojini Agarwal
resigned from the party and
promptly joined the BJP.

Her defection assumes sig-
nificance as it comes barely a
week after two other SP
MLCs, Bukkal Nawab and
Yashwant Singh, quit to join
the BJP during Amit Shah's
recent trip to Lucknow.

Ms. Agarwal, who has
been associated with the SP
for over two decades, said
she quit the party as she was

not feeling comfortable in it
since Mulayam Singh was de-
throned as president by his
son Akhilesh Yadav last year.

“My heart has not been
into the party since Mulayam
Singhji seized to be the na-
tional president. It was a dif-
ficult choice. I took time to
decide but have finally taken
the step," said Ms. Agarwal.

A former Zilla Panchayat
head from Meerut, Ms. Agar-
wal was considered close to
Mulayam.

UP Cabinet Minister Rita
Bahuguna Joshi was by Ms.
Agarwal's side when she
joined the BJP.

Ms. Joshi, who herself de-
fected to the BJP before the
UP elections, said: “Given
Modiji's working style and
Yogi government's move to-
wards public welfare, it is
natural that people are being
attracted [to the BJP]."

“Political corruption”
Mr. Akhilesh Yadav accused
the BJP of sabotage. “Patthar
phenko, MLC todo,” tweeted
the former UP CM, who has
accused the BJP of “political
corruption”.

The defection of SP MLCs
does not bode well for the
Opposition in Uttar Pradesh

as the BSP is also under the
grip of fresh turmoil.

Along with the two SP
MLCs who resigned last
week, BSP MLC Thakur
Jaiveer Singh had also quit
the party and joined the BJP.
The morale in the BSP camp
was further dented on Wed-
nesday after national general
secretary and four-time
former MLA Inderjeet Saroj
along with another former
MLA Radhe Lal Rawat were
expelled from the party by
party chief Mayawati.

BJP Minister Mahendra
Singh said more Opposition
party leaders were in touch

with the party. 
On Wednesday, Mr.

Akhilesh Yadav had relieved
six-office-bearers of the na-
tional executive of the SP's
youth wing from their posts
for “negligence, indiscipline
and not participating” in the
party's membership drive.

All this comes days before
the SP is scheduled to start
an anti-BJP campaign start-
ing from Faizabad on August
9, on the anniversary of the
August Kranti.

Mr. Yadav is himself
scheduled to address a rally
in Faizabad, adjoining Ayod-
hya. 

Another SP MLC quits party, joins BJP
Her defection assumes signi�cance as it comes barely a week after two other SP MLCs joined BJP

Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

At least two persons were
buried alive and six others
injured, five of them seri-
ously, when an old Hi-
machal Road Transport
corporation building col-
lapsed following heavy rain
in Theog on Friday.

The incident took place
on Friday afternoon at the
Theog bus stand when the
two-storey building col-
lapsed due to heavy rain
and the people inside it
were trapped under the
debris, ADM Sunil Sharma
said.

2 buried alive
as building
collapses 

Press trust of india

shimla
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Following the Union govern-
ment’s decision to shut
down the Salt Department’s
office here, there seems to
be a significant decline in
iodine content in salt enter-
ing the Bengal market. 

Sources in the Depart-
ment told The Hindu that
while nearly 80% of salt
samples passed the iodine
content testing in 2013-14,
the rate has come down to
about 53.8% in 2015-16 when
the decision to shut the De-

partment was announced.
In an order dated August

8, 2016, the Centre declared
its decision to close down
the regional office in Kolkata
along with four salt testing
laboratories in Bengal and
Odisha. According to the
Bureau of Indian Standards,
proper iodine content in salt
is 15 parts per million (15 mg
per kg).

However, in the years
prior to the decision, the
rate of samples passing the
iodine content test was con-
siderably higher. According

to sources, the rate of salt
samples passing the iodine
content test in 2014-15 was
55.9% and in 2012-13 about
60% of the salt samples
passed the test.

In 2011-12, the figure stood
at 74.7%. There was a dip in
2010-11 in the quality passing
rate (66.6%). However, in
2009-10 the 73.3% salt
samples passed the test. In
2008-9 more than 70% of
salt samples arriving in
Bengal passed the iodine
quality test.

According to health ex-

perts, lack of proper iodine
content in salt can lead to
“severe health problems” es-
pecially among children.
“Lack of iodine in diet can
lead to hypothyroidism, (a
disorder in which the
thyroid gland does not pro-
duce adequate thyroid hor-
mone). 

It can also lead to stunned
growth among children,”
noted medical practitioner
and health activist Punyab-
rata Gun said. It also results
in stillbirth and various
types of goitre.

Iodine content in salt on the
decline in West Bengal
Only 53.8% samples passed the test in 2015-16, down from 80% in 2013-14

Soumya Das

Kolkata

A group of students forcibly
took their teacher away
from the classroom and
beat him up as he had al-
legedly caught a student
red-handed while cheating
in an examination in
Odisha’s Angul district.

According to reports,
about five students entered
the classroom on Friday
while philosophy lecturer
Pradyumna Beura of Angul
Government College was
taking a class. They dragged
him out by the collar.

While the unpleasant in-
cident took place on the
campus in full public view,
nobody came to the rescue
of the teacher. Before
abandoning Mr. Beura at
Hulurusingha, the students
beat him up. The act was
captured on CCTV camera.

On the basis of a com-
plaint filed by the teacher, a

case has been registered
against a plus three final
year student in the com-
merce stream and his
associates.

“We have arrested one
accused in the case. Be-
sides, CCTV footage that
had captured the lecturer
being dragged away has
also been seized. We have
also ascertained the fact
that the main accused was
stopped by the lecturer
from cheating in an exam-
ination last year,” said Sub-
ash Sahoo, inspector-in-
charge of the Angul police
station. The lecturer and
students had a face-off a
week ago, he said. 

Mr. Sahoo said that in a
counter complaint filed by
a relative of the accused, it
was said that the lecturer
was making inappropriate
gesture at a girl that had en-
raged the students who
took law into their hand.

Student caught cheating,
teacher beaten up 

Act captured on CCTV; one arrested

Staff Reporter

BHUBANESWAR

The Ganjam district police
arrested a most-wanted
criminal after an exchange
of fire at Karanjei square
on Friday.

According to police
sources, Ananta Narayan
Patnaik (30) was involved
in several criminal cases,
including murder, attempt
to murder, dacoity and
robbery. A 7 mm revolver
and two rounds of live am-
munition were seized from
him. A police team inter-
cepted Patnaik at Karanjei
square under the Aska po-
lice station limits around
5.20 am while he was trav-
elling on a bike with an as-
sociate. 

When he spotted the po-
lice, he fired two rounds at
the cops. The police fired
in retaliation injuring Pat-
naik in the leg. He was ar-
rested and taken to MKCG
Medical College and Hos-
pital in Berhampur. 

Wanted
criminal
arrested
Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

A poor couple, who previ-
ously had two daughters,
sold off their newborn baby
girl in order to settle delivery
expenses at a private nursing
home in Odisha’s Kendra-
para district.

The shocking incident
came to light on Friday
when the father of the girl
lodged a complaint with the
police alleging that he was
tricked into handing over the
baby.

According to the police,
the couple, Nirakar Mohar-
ana (35) and Gitanjali Mohar-
ana (33), natives of
Righagada village, had come
to the district headquarter
town of Kendrapara for the
delivery of their third child
on July 30.

Ignorant of the procedure
for getting the expectant
mother admitted into the
government-run hospital,
the couple fell into a trap set
by an Accredited Social
Health Activist (ASHA)
worker. ASHA workers are

entrusted with the task of
ensuring institutional deliv-
ery in rural areas.

The ASHA worker in ques-
tion diverted them to a
private nursing home saying
the process in government
hospital was cumbersome.
On August 1, Gitanjali de-
livered a girl under normal
child delivery process.

The hospital bill came
around ₹7,500. Sensing that
the bill was hefty for the

couple and lack of excite-
ment in the parents about
the arrival of another daugh-
ter, a nursing home em-
ployee and the ASHA worker
put forth a proposal before
them to sell the baby and
buyers would foot the bill on
their behalf.

In his complaint, Mr. Mo-
harana alleged he had re-
ceived only ₹1,500 (₹1,000
towards medicine for the
mother and ₹500 for fruits)

while the buyer paid ₹7,500
to nursing home.

“The child had been sold
in mutual agreement. We
have, however, registered a
case under Indian Penal
Code section 372 (selling of
minor child for unlawful and
immoral purpose) and un-
der Section 81 of Juvenile
Justice Act. Preliminary in-
vestigations say that the
ASHA worker mediated in
the deal,” said Bijay Kumar
Bisi, Inspector-in-Charge of
Kendrapara Police Station.

Other couple 
Mr. Bisi said the childless
parents, who had bought the
girl, have been identified,
but they had absconded
after the matter came to the
fore. 

According to the police,
the parents, who did not
want to have another girl
child as they already had two
girls, would have kept mum,
had fellow villagers not cas-
tigated them for selling the
child to a couple belonging
to the minority community.

Couple sell new born baby
girl to settle hospital bill
Father alleges he was tricked into handing over the baby to an ASHA worker

Nirakara Maharana and his wife Gitanjali Maharana outside the
Kendrapada police station. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR
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Home Minister Rajnath
Singh has asked the security
agencies to emulate the
Jammu and Kashmir model
in Maoist-affected States and
initiate “intelligence-based”
operations against the top
leadership. 

This year, the security
agencies stepped up activity
in the Kashmir Valley and
based on specific intelli-
gence, killed more than 115
foreign and local terrorists.

The central committee of
the CPI (Maoist) has mostly
remained off the radar of the
security agencies and little
information is available
about their movements and
whereabouts. The intelli-
gence community does not
have the recent photographs
of CC members, including its
general secretary
Ganapathy.

“The Minister was of the
view that the J&K model
should be replicated in
Maoist-affected States also
and the top leadership
should be targeted,” said an
official who attended the
meeting. 

Growing presence
Mr. Singh was also apprised
about the growing presence
of Maoists at the Kerala-
Tamil Nadu-Karnataka tri-
junction. The three States
were asked to step up opera-
tions. 

Mr. Singh chaired a meet-
ing to review the status of
development projects and
security related issues in the
10 Left Wing Extremism
(LWE) affected States. 

The States were asked to

dedicate at least 30% local
police personnel to particip-
ate in operations with the
Central forces. Chhattisgarh
Chief Minister Raman Singh,
who was also present at the
meeting, expressed inability
to provide such huge com-
ponent due to shortage of
manpower. 

Mr. Singh was told that
under the Road Require-
ment Plan-I, 4,433 km roads
had been constructed, 1,504
km of which were added in
the past three years. 

Mr. Singh expressed his
concern over delay in sub-
mission of Detailed Project
Reports (DPRs) by the State
government regarding RRP-
II, which is yet to take off.

“Regarding air connectiv-
ity, it was mentioned that
the Jagdalpur airport will be
operationalised shortly un-
der the Regional Connectiv-
ity Scheme. It was also poin-
ted out that there is a plan to
connect Jeypore airstrip in
Odisha under this scheme,”
a statement by the Home
Ministry said.

Mr. Singh was told that 717
villages in the LWE-affected
areas were yet to be covered
under the intense electrifica-
tion scheme. 

Rajnath for J&K model
in Maoist-hit States

‘Intelligence-based operations needed’

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Rajnath Singh 

Indian Space Research Or-
ganisation will soon launch a
replacement navigation
satellite fitted with corrected
atomic clocks to make up for
the crippled satellite,
IRNSS-1A.

The upcoming IRNSS-1H
will be sent up towards the
end of August and a date is
yet to be fixed, ISRO Chair-
man A.S. Kiran Kumar said.
Its launch became imperat-
ive after all three rubidium
atomic clocks on IRNSS-1A
failed in mid-2016, Mr. Ku-
mar told The Hindu. Three
more clocks failed later
across the fleet of seven
satellites, which together
had 21 atomic clocks. 

“We had problems with
all [three] clocks in 1A and
needed to bring in the re-
placement,” Mr. Kumar said,
adding that the manufac-
turer had corrected the
problem for the clocks in the
new spacecraft. An internal
committee had identified the
cause of 1A’s failure. The new

clocks are identical to the old
ones.”

The malfunctions [The

Hindu, January 30, 2017]
struck the orbiting satellites
even as ISRO completed put-
ting the seventh and last re-
gional navigation spacecraft,
1G, in orbit in April last year.

The first one was put in orbit
in July 2013. 

The ₹ 1,420-crore fleet,
now called NAViC or Naviga-
tion Indian Constellation, is
India’s own GPS-like system
to give accurate information
about location and time of
persons or objects — in the
same way as the older U.S.
Global Positioning System or
Russia's GLONASS. 

Positional details are vital
for civil and military avi-
ation, defence needs, ATMs

and individual users, besides
transport on land, sea or air.

European problem
The clocks for ISRO’s NavIC
and the European Space
Agency's first 18 Galileo satel-
lites came from the same
Swiss company and de-
veloped similar problems
around the same time. The
two agencies had compared
their navigation troubles. Mr.
Kumar said the hardware
solution was also similar for
the two agencies.

Clarifying that ISRO con-
tinues to use all seven satel-
lites, he said the troubled 1A
can still send low-powered
messages and weather data
that are useful to fishermen.

“Basically four of these
navigation satellites are suffi-
cient for our functions.
Within the 1,500 km range it
makes no difference” except
in the case of satellites put in
geostationary orbits, he said.

Without the clocks,
IRNSS-1A gives a coarse value
that cannot be used for func-
tions that need precise data.

ISRO set to launch satellite with corrected clocks 
The move became imperative after all three rubidium
atomic clocks on IRNSS-1A failed in mid-2016
Madhumathi D.S. 

BENGALURU

In a step towards self-reli-
ance, India’s indigenously-
developed global position-
ing system, called NavIC,
will synchronise its clocks
to time provided by the Na-
tional Physical Laboratory,
a Council of Scientific and
Industrial Research body.
Until now, the satellites on
NavIC — managed by the
ISRO — relied on the United
States’ GPS to ensure that
the clocks aboard were
working at the high-preci-
sion required in satellite-
based communication.

A memorandum was
signed between the CSIR
and the ISRO on Thursday
to initiate this activity that
will now require NPL to up-
grade its time-keeping infra-
structure and the ISRO to
make changes that will
make NPL-provided time

the default time source
aboard the seven-satellite
constellation.

Atomic clocks aboard
NavIC, more formally called
the Indian Regional Naviga-
tion Satellite System
(IRNSS), are foreign-made
and ISRO’s forthcoming
satellite, IRNSS-1H, will con-
tinue using the same clocks.
This satellite is being
launched as a replacement
for one of the seven satel-
lites, IRNSS-1A, which has
had problems with the ac-
curacy of its clocks. “This is
a step to eventually solely
rely on India-provided
time. We were waiting for a
satellite constellation like
NavIC to be able to com-
pletely start using NPL-
provided time,” said V.V.
Srinivasan, Director, SRO
Telemetry, Tracking and
Command Network
(ISTRAC).

For accuracy, CSIR 
will lend expertise
A step towards self-reliance 
jacob koshy 

NEW DELHI

<> An internal panel

identi�ed the cause

of 1A’s failure. The

new clocks are

identical to the old

ones

The Supreme Court has to
decide which of two conflict-
ing images of a 24-year-old
Hindu girl who converted to
Islam in Kerala is the real
one.

Her husband, a Muslim
man, portrays her as an in-
dependent and devout wo-
man who converted to Islam
on her own volition and
much before their marriage
was arranged in December
last year. They had met
through a website. Shafin Ja-
han has approached the Su-
preme Court with a request
to order the girl's father to
produce her in court.

Illegally confined
Jahan claims that her father
is holding the woman in il-
legal confinement after the
Kerala High Court, on May
24, “arbitrarily” annulled
their marriage, condemning
it as “love jihad”. 

The other picture of the

woman is what her father
draws — a helpless victim
trapped by a “well-oiled”
racket which uses “psycho-
logical measures” to indoc-
trinate people and convert
them to Islam. He claims
that Jahan is a criminal and
his daughter was trapped by
a network with connections
to Popular Front of India
and even the Islamic State.

“My daughter once told
me that she wants to do
sheep-farming in Syria...
even the most liberal of fath-
ers would be shocked to
hear this,” he told a Bench of
Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar and D.Y.
Chandrachud on Friday.

The father, represented
by advocate Madhavi Divan,
said such conversions and
marriages were not rare in
Kerala. His daughter's case
was only the tip of the
iceberg.

“Radicalisation is
rampant in Kerala... There is
more here than meets the

eye. Your Lordships should
order an independent in-
vestigation into each of
these people who are be-
hind what happened to my
daughter and their affili-
ations,” Ms. Divan submitted
for the father.

Senior advocate Kapil
Sibal and Indira Jaising,
along with advocate Haris
Beeran, urged the Bench to
first order the father to pro-
duce his daughter. “Is she
still alive? My Lords can in-
terview her and decide the
truth... She is not a child,”
Mr. Sibal submitted.

“ISIS recruits even chil-
dren,” Ms. Divan snapped
back.

NIA issued notice 
The court has issued notices
to the Kerala government,
the National Investigation
Agency, the country’s
premier anti-terror investig-
ation body, and the girl’s
father in the matter.

“Why does she have three

names? Which 24-year-old
has three names?” Chief
Justice Khehar asked about
the girl's multiple identities.

‘Incoherent answers’
“Prima facie, the Kerala High
Court had interviewed her
before deciding to annul the
marriage and return the
child to her father. In this in-
terview, the HC judgment re-
cords that her answers were
incoherent. So prima facie,
she seemed to have been in
the control of someone
else,” Justice Chandrachud
observed.

The court gave Ms. Divan
a week’s time to place on re-
cord all documents neces-
sary to prove the father's ver-
sion. Though the court
initially said the woman
should be produced at the
next hearing, it later relen-
ted when Ms. Divan's sugges-
ted that the court should
first go through the evid-
ence, and if that is found un-
satisfactory, summon her. 

After he says daughter was radicalised, her husband claims voluntary conversion

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

SC questions man’s ‘love jihad’ claim

Though the South Block,
which houses the Ministry
of Defence, is a heritage
building, the government
has no plan to convert it to
a tourist site, the Parlia-
ment was informed on
Friday.

In a written reply to a
question by BJP MP Kun-
war Pushpendra Singh
Chandel, Minister of State
for Defence Dr. Subhash
Bhamresaid: “Army
Headquarters is having of-
fice accommodation in
South Block, which is a na-
tional heritage building.
There is no proposal to de-
velop South Block as a
tourist spot.”

In a three-part question,
Mr. Chandel had asked:
“Whether army headquar-
ters have been housed in
various national heritage
centres of the country and
if so, the details thereof.”

The second part of the
question was “whether the
Government proposes to
develop these national her-
itages as tourist spots and
shift the army headquar-
ters at other places, if so,
the details thereof.”

Presence in other forts
Incidentally, the Army has
presence in other heritage
buildings, most notably the
Agra Fort, which is a UN-
ESCO world heritage site.

There have been de-
mands for the Army to va-
cate the fort and hand it
over to the Archaeological
Survey of India. Before In-
dependence, British troops
were housed in Agra Fort.
The Army was stationed at
the Red Fort till 2003.

‘South Block
won’t be made
tourist site’ 

Dinakar Peri

New Delhi

All in a day’s work: A rickshaw making its way through a Patna street after a heavy downpour on Friday. * RANJEET KUMAR
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In too deep 

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day indicated a favourable
attitude towards a central-
ised selection mechanism
for appointment of judicial
officers in the subordinate
judiciary.

A Bench led by Chief
Justice of India J.S. Khehar
said the court was even
ready for a day-long hearing
on the issue on August 22 to
amicably resolve the objec-
tions of various States and
High Courts to the proposal.

‘No breach’
The Bench tried to assuage
the concern of various
States and High Courts, say-

ing there would be no
breach and interference in
the federal structure.

“We are trying to do
some service to the nation.
It is nobody’s gain. No coun-
try can progress if there is
no functional and effective
judiciary. No person from
abroad would like to come
to India and contest his case
for 15 years. Citizen should
have confidence in the judi-
ciary,” it said.

It directed the apex court
registry to send a “concept
note” of the proposal allay-
ing the objections to all the
Registrars-General of the
High Courts and the secret-
aries of States’ Law Minis-
tries. 

SC for centralised system
to select judicial o�cers 

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

‘Rabri Devi cannot be
Opposition leader’
PATNA

In a jolt to Rashtriya Janata

Dal chief Lalu Prasad, the

Bihar Legislative Council on

Friday refused to make his

wife Rabri Devi the Leader of

the Opposition in the upper

house as his party did not

have the required number of

members. 

Ms. Devi was elected

member of the Legislative

Council in 2012 for six years.

IN BRIEF

Elephant tramples
mahout to death 
LAKHIMPUR KHERI (UP)

An elephant engaged in

tourism and patrolling

activities at the Dudhwa Tiger

Reserve attacked its mahout

and trampled him under its

feet, a Forest official said

here on Friday. 

“The mahout, 37-year-old

Ranjit, worked on daily wage

basis,” Dudhwa Tiger Reserve

Deputy Director Mahavir

Kaujlagi said. 

The incident took place on

Thursday night. PTI
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I
n ordering that lease-holders should pay compensa-

tion to the extent of 100% of the price of the quantum

of minerals they had illegally extracted, the Supreme

Court has gone beyond a mere a�rmation of the ‘pol-

luter pays’ principle. It has also set a signi�cant bench-

mark for stringent action against those who indulge in

mining without environmental or forest clearance.

Even the Central Empowered Committee had recom-

mended compensation to the extent of 30% of the value

of the iron ore and manganese ore illegally mined in

Odisha, but the court has been �rm about not com-

promising on the quantum of compensation. It is im-

possible to dispute the court’s reasoning that the de-

faulter or violator should bear the consequences of the

illegality, and therefore cannot be allowed the bene�t of

“pocketing 70% of the illegally mined ore”. The mining

companies tried every possible means of avoiding the

tag that they had illegally mined iron or manganese ore.

Some of them argued that they did not require environ-

mental clearance as they had started operations prior

to 1994, when the Environmental Impact Assessment

Noti�cation was �rst issued, and that unless there was

an expansion, they did not require environmental

clearance. Some said “illegal mining” was limited to

mining activity outside the leased area, but the court

has �rmly ruled that any excess extraction within the

leased area would also amount to unlawful mining. It

has clari�ed that every renewal of a mining lease would

require such clearance, even if there is no expansion,

modernisation or increase in the pollution load.

The apex court has been passing a series of orders on

illegal mining activity, notably in Goa and Karnataka. It

has often voiced concern over the extent to which min-

ing laws are being �outed and how illegal mining is de-

pleting the country’s natural resources. In this verdict

as well, the court identi�ed rapacious mining in Odisha

as a cause for great concern. There appears to be no ef-

fective policy or e�ective check on mining operations, it

has noted. In strong words, it has asked the Centre to re-

visit its National Mineral Policy, 2008, which “seems to

be only on paper and is not being enforced, perhaps

due to the involvement of very powerful vested in-

terests or a failure of nerve.” It is clear that the country

is already paying a heavy price for its failure to regulate

mining operations in an e�ective manner in several

parts of the country. It has become a source for corrup-

tion, excessive exploitation of natural resources and a

scourge in the lives of forest dwellers and tribals. The

petitioners before the court had stressed on the prin-

ciples of intergenerational equity, the responsibility of

every generation to conserve resources with sub-

sequent generations in mind while exploiting nature.

The court, understandably, has not set a limit for min-

ing activities, but it has certainly �agged some issues for

those in power to bear in mind.

Price of rapacity
The Supreme Court has laid down 

a benchmark for action against illegal mining

S
cientists have for the �rst time managed to edit

genes in a human embryo to repair a genetic muta-

tion, fuelling hopes that such procedures may one

day be available outside laboratory conditions. In res-

ults announced in Nature this week, scientists �xed a

mutation that thickens the heart muscle, a condition

called hypertrophic cardiomyopathy. The cardiac dis-

ease causes sudden death in otherwise healthy young

athletes and a�ects about one in 500 people overall. It

is caused by a mutation in a particular gene and a child

will su�er from the condition even if it inherits only one

copy of the mutated gene. Correcting the mutation in

the gene would not only ensure that the child is healthy

but it would also prevent the mutation from being

passed on to future generations. In an attempt to re-

move the small portion of mutation, the researchers in-

jected sperm of a man a�ected by hypertrophic cardi-

omyopathy and the gene-editing tool called

CRISPR-Cas9, that cuts the DNA near the position of the

mutation, into the egg at the same time. The gene-edit-

ing tool cut the DNA at the correct position in all em-

bryos and 42 out of the 58 embryos did not carry the

mutation. Though the research marks a major mile-

stone in genome editing of embryos, it will be a long

while before it becomes available as a tool to produce

healthy embryos. For instance, even research on em-

bryos using federal funding is not permitted in the U.S.,

where the research was carried out. The embryos were

produced with the clear intention of using them solely

for research and not for implanting them in women. 

While several diseases can potentially be prevented

by using this technique, including some cancers, the

announcement has also revived fears about designer

babies being within the realm of possibility. In retro-

spect, every advancement in reproductive health, start-

ing from in vitro fertilisation to the recent birth of a

baby through the “three parent” technique for mito-

chondria-related disease, has initially been mired in

controversy but has ultimately come to stay. In the

same way, the use of CRISPR-Cas9 gene-editing tool

when proven safe for preventing certain hereditary dis-

ease-causing mutations from being passed on to the

child should be allowed, especially when no other treat-

ment is available. In February this year, the U.S. Na-

tional Academies of Sciences and Medicine allowed sci-

entists to use the tool for research and said the

technique to edit embryos will become acceptable for

clinical use. But for that to happen, rigorous research

involving multiple locations has to be carried out to ad-

dress all safety concerns and ethical issues. To that end,

the researchers have already addressed an inherent

problem of producing embryos containing a mosaic of

unrepaired and repaired cells by introducing the gene-

editing tool and the sperm together into the egg.

Editing ourselves
As scientists repair a genetic mutation in 

an embryo, the ethical debate is revived

O
n July 27, 2017, the Supreme
Court in Rajesh Sharma & Ors
vs State of U.P. & Aanr, dealt

another punishing blow to what
has become a toothless anti-dowry
law. When �rst enacted in 1961, the
law sought to protect women from
being killed or tortured in their
marital homes by greedy husbands
and in-laws. Thereafter, passionate
advocacy by women’s rights activ-
ists resulted in the insertion of Sec-
tion 498A of the Indian Penal Code,
making the o�ence of dowry har-
assment cognisable and non-bail-
able, thereby bringing enormous
relief to women who face virtually
insurmountable obstacles in the
public space, especially when tak-
ing complaints to the police or fa-
cing long-winded judicial proceed-
ings. 

In a sense, Section 498A sought
to level the playing �eld and further
ensure the safety of women. How-
ever, as with all laws relating to wo-
men, the patriarchal, self-ful�lling
argument that Section 498A had
created a bunch of monstrous, dis-
gruntled women determined to
destroy family values and drag in-
nocent husbands and in-laws to jail
for their own nefarious purposes
began to dominate the discourse.

Gradual dilution 
Following this, the �rst attempt to
dilute Section 498A came from a
2014 judgment of the Supreme
Court which mandated a nine-
point checklist before any arrests
could be made under Section

498A. Then followed the latest Su-
preme Court judgment which has
almost irretrievably diluted 498A
and rendered it nearly unreachable
to victims. This judgment man-
dates a family welfare committee in
every district to scrutinise dowry
harassment cases. Members of this
committee can be social workers or
“anyone interested in the subject”
and may also be paid an honor-
arium. The police are expected to
consider the recommendations of
this committee before making any
arrest. It is not di�cult to predict
how such committees will operate
in our male-dominated districts.
The Supreme Court has also done
away with the need for the accused
to make a personal appearance in
court in addition to other forms of
relief. 

Sadly, the victim remains ig-
nored in the judgment. As a result
of these constraints, thousands of
genuinely distressed women will
not be able to access justice. Wo-
men victims, it would appear, be-

come victims only if they die. While
still alive, getting justice is a Sis-
yphean impossibility.

Subject of debate
The 2014 and 2017 judgments of the
Supreme Court diluting Section
498A are a compelling illustration
of the fact that in the discourse re-
lating to women’s issues, any move-
ment which is even remotely pro-
gressive and seeks to empower
women immediately becomes the
subject of �erce controversy. Seven
decades after Independence, Par-
liament remains unable to pass the
constitutional amendment man-
dating 33% reservation for women
in Parliament. No other legislation
in the history of India, possibly the
world, has been so �ercely resisted
or pending for so long. Similarly,
the impact of Section 498A, which
was admittedly enacted to ensure
the safety of women in their matri-
monial home, should have been as-
sessed to examine its e�ectiveness
in preventing dowry deaths and

cruelty to women in their matrimo-
nial home. Perversely, but predict-
ably, the attention of the judges,
and indeed of a large section of so-
ciety, is directed solely towards the
alleged, perceived “misuse” of the
section by “unscrupulous” wo-
men. Ironically, the concern is
leavened by a crumb of concern
about women, in this case the wo-
men who are “wrongly” arrested
under Section 498A — the mothers
and sisters-in-law. The judges ob-
serve that women who ought to use
Section 498A as a shield are actu-
ally using it as a weapon against
their unfortunate in-laws, going so
far as to say “this court earlier no-
ticed the fact that most of such
complaints are �led in the heat of
the moment, over trivial issues”,
thus leading to “harassment of the
accused”. This is a breathtaking as-
sumption, and not based upon any
substantial research whatsoever,
nor do the judges quote such
research.

The story from data
In fact, the statistics cited by the
judges lead to a contrary conclu-
sion. They note the earlier observa-
tion of Justice C.K. Prasad that in
2012 two lakh arrests were made
under Section 498A, including
47,951 women. Although
chargesheets were �led in 93.6% of
the cases, the conviction rate was
only 14.4%. Based on this, the
judges conclude that the com-
plaints were frivolous and “trivial”.
The actual fact of the matter is that
in 93.6% of the cases, the police —
notoriously unsympathetic to wo-
men — found the complaints
worthy of chargesheets being �led.
In other words, the complaints
passed police scrutiny. Further, the
low conviction rate of 14.4% is more
an indictment of the agonising judi-
cial process, which is time-consum-

ing and drains women of their re-
sources and resolve. Many just opt
for settlement out of sheer
frustration.

In 2013, the conviction rate for
rape was only 27.1%. Will the court
now liberalise the penal provisions
against rape? Money transactions
are essentially only civil transac-
tions. Yet, dishonour of a cheque is
an o�ence under Section 138 of the
Negotiable Instruments Act. The
widespread misuse of this section
by usurious moneylenders and �n-
ancial institutions has never been
publicly debated. The judiciary and
civil society do not appear to ever
discuss misuse or “abuse” of other
laws and o�ences, although abuse
of any law is possible, and does in
fact happen. It is only when any law
relating to the empowerment of
women is enacted, that hysterical
debate ensues about misuse of such
a law and the su�erings of the
accused.

In a just society, a penal provi-
sion should be reviewed only after
fully protecting the perspective of
the victim. A total of 24,771 dowry
deaths have occurred in India from
2012 to 2014, averaging more than
20 dowry deaths every single day.
Thus, Section 498A is not only rel-
evant but also vital for the protec-
tion of genuine victims. Alleged,
perceived, and sometimes even
some genuine cases of misuse of
this law should not endanger the
huge number of women who are in
genuine distress. It is time to re-
member that the object of the law
and democracy require that our
su�ering women be protected and
not that safeguards for accused be
constantly created.

Jayanthi Natarajan is a former Union
Minister and a political activist. The views
expressed are personal

Punishing the victims
The steady erosion of the anti-dowry law will endanger countless women in genuine distress

jayanthi natarajan
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T
he Tamil Nadu Assembly re-
cently voted to double the
salaries of its legislators

against the backdrop of a group of
farmers from the State who are still
on protest in New Delhi demand-
ing that the Centre announce a
drought relief package and loan
waiver for farmers from the State.
India paid ₹2.7 lakh a month,
which includes salaries and ex-
penses, to every Member of Parlia-
ment in 2015. Maharashtra’s As-
sembly passed a Bill in 2016 that
raised the monthly salary of its
MLAs to above that of the President
(₹1.5 lakh per month). Proposals to
raise the salaries of ministers to
₹3.6 lakh per month and MLAs to
₹2.1 lakh a month have been passed
by the Delhi Assembly. 

Skewed compensation
The idea of paying a salary has al-
ways been closely linked to remu-
nerating public representatives.
However, such remuneration can
go overboard sometimes. For ex-
ample, public representatives in
developing countries in Africa and
Asia are routinely paid far above
per capita GDP. Nigeria, since 2013,
pays its lawmakers over $189,500,
which is more than 100 times its
per capita GDP while in Kenya, its

legislators get $74,500, which is 76
times its per capita GDP. Kenya’s
lawmakers have, in fact, taken this
to an extreme, and in 2010, Prime
Minister Raila Odinga was forced to
reject the pay increase awarded by
the country’s Parliament. Even in
developed countries such as Italy,
a skewed political culture can res-
ult in high cost to the state when it
comes to politicians. Italy pays $115
million annually for salaries for
630 representatives in its Lower
House. An Independent Parlia-
mentary Standards Authority,
2016 study shows that the gross
salary of an Italian lawmaker is the
second highest among developed
countries after the U.S., at 4.95
times more than the average Italian
wage. 

A start that faded
India’s initial start was promising.
The �rst cabinet meeting of Jawa-
harlal Nehru saw the entire Cab-
inet take a collective decision not
to avail of their salaries for six
months, given the enormous eco-
nomic su�ering in India then.
Other political giants such as
Biswanath Das from Orissa
(Odisha) chose to draw only ₹25 a
day instead of ₹45 a day that he was
entitled to, by saying that he did
not need any more. The erstwhile
Madras Assembly saw V.I. Mun-
iswami Pillai move a successful
motion in 1949 to impose a volun-
tary cut of ₹5 per diem, in recogni-
tion of the su�ering of farmers. 

Today, parliamentary repres-
entatives have arrogated the au-
thority to increase their own �scal

compensation by 1,250% over the
last two decades — a case of ques-
tionable moral rectitude. Ideally,
such allowances should be in pro-
portion to the services that they
have rendered to the nation, but in
the past two decades, Parliament
has seen less than 50% of Bills be-
ing scrutinised by parliamentary
committees, defeating the very
purpose of a deliberative Parlia-
ment. Money Bills, like those asso-
ciated with Aadhaar, have been
passed without being referred to a
committee. The rush to pass Bills
has been inspired by a priority for
politics, not policy. 

There are multiple templates for
reformation. A survey of parlia-
mentary salaries conducted in
2013 by the Inter-Parliamentary
Union (IPU) across 104 Parliaments
across 138 parliamentary cham-
bers (104 responded, 96 con-
sidered) highlighted that salaries in
about 55% are linked to a struc-
tured scale, typically linked to the
civil service (France, Japan) or min-

isterial salaries. Mature democra-
cies typically have separate inde-
pendent bodies to establish
parliamentary salaries; such as the
Remuneration Tribunal in Aus-
tralia or the Independent Commis-
sion for the Remuneration of Pub-
lic O�ce Bearers in South Africa.
Given the current economic slow-
down worldwide, about 23.8% of
Parliaments in the IPU have actu-
ally seen a reduction in salaries. 

Consider the U.K. The basic an-
nual salary of a member of the
House of Commons is £74,962,
with MPs also receiving expenses
to cover the costs of running an of-
�ce (£23,450–£26,100), employing
sta� (£141,400–£148,500), accom-
modation allowance for living in
London (£20,610) and in their con-
stituency and travelling between
Parliament and their constituency,
according to the MPs’ Scheme of
Business Costs and Expenses, 2016.
Given a history of expense scan-
dals, the U.K. has, since May 2010,
instituted the Independent Parlia-
mentary Standards Authority
(IPSA), which is responsible for the
regulation and payment of ex-
penses to the Members of the
House of Commons. Receipts asso-
ciated with MP claims are regularly
released into public record, with
the June 2009 release leading to a
million documents and receipts re-
lating to MP claims between 2005
and 2008 being available for public
viewing. 

Way forward
Instead of seeking pay in line with
the private sector, India’s public

representatives should be paid a
reasonable wage, which o�ers
gratitude for their commitment to
life as a public servant. We need an
external, independent body to de-
termine parliamentary salaries.
Self-regulation is simply not
enough. Salary reviews should be
conducted through an institution-
alised process. It’s not that MPs
should not receive or expect incre-
ments, but such increments should
be determined through a transpar-
ent and accountable process. But
one should not expect any salary
increases, however large, to tackle
the problem of corruption in our
Legislative Assemblies and Parlia-
ment — an individual’s moral �bre
combined with the enforcement of
existing regulations and laws de-
termines what level of corruption
prevails. Despite calls for perform-
ance-linked pay, linking salaries to
performance would be di�cult
given varying interpretations of
“performance”. Would a constitu-
tional Bill debate that leads to the
Bill being rejected be deemed as
non-performance? The decline in
parliamentary sittings remains a
complex problem with no easy an-
swer. This could be partially allevi-
ated by linking salaries to a min-
imum attendance of parliamentary
sessions. Linking lawmaker salar-
ies to the right set of incentives and
investing in the relevant institu-
tions remains necessary to raise
our parliamentary standards.

Feroze Varun Gandhi is a Member of
Parliament representing the Sultanpur
constituency for the BJP

Wages of being a legislator
We need an external, independent body to determine parliamentary salaries

feroze varun gandhi
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Letter to Pranab
It’s clear that Narendra
Modi is not the only man of
rhetoric; his scriptwriter
also knows how to weave
words beautifully (“You’ve
been a mentor, Modi tells
Pranab”, August 4). I recall
in this context how former
Prime Minister Atal Bihari
Vajpayee asked Mr. Modi to
adhere as Chief Minister to
his ‘Raj Dharma’ in the
context of the 2002 Gujarat
riots. And in 1971, after the
Bangladesh war, Mr.
Vajpayee referred to Indira
Gandhi as “Ma Durga”. Was
this, like Mr. Vajpayee’s two
emotional moments, Mr.
Modi’s emotional moment?
Or was it again rhetoric?
Only time will tell. But I
cannot understand why Mr.
Modi didn’t request Pranab
Mukherjee to continue as
President. I hope that his
love and respect for Mr.
Mukherjee, as seen in the
letter, remains, and that he
pays heed to the latter’s
guidance on how to run the
country keeping in mind
people’s right to disagree

and with tolerance. 
Bidyut Kumar Chatterjee,

Faridabad, Haryana

Doklam face-o�
India has always maintained
restraint despite
provocation from China on
the borders (“End face-o�
peacefully: Sushma”,
August 4). What is sad is
China’s refusal to revert to
the status quo and its
condition that India must
withdraw troops for
resumption of talks. As
India is committed to the
security treaty with Bhutan
to protect its borders, it
cannot turn a blind eye to
Chinese operations at the
tri-junction. Though India
knows well that a stand-o�
with China will only
aggravate the situation and
is not in its interest in the
long run, China should not
take India for granted.
China should come to the
table to sort out the border
question amicably before
this escalates. 
K.R. Srinivasan,

Secunderabad

The NOTA question
The Congress is protesting
against the NOTA option in
the Rajya Sabha polls
(“NOTA option to stay in
Rajya Sabha polls”, August
4). The Supreme Court has
questioned why the issue is
being raised now even
though NOTA in the Rajya
Sabha polls has been in
existence since 2014.
However, there are various
connected issues to be
considered here. The polls
to the Rajya Sabha by the
members of the State
Assembly are held by open
ballot where the voters are
required to show the ballot
papers to the party agent
after marking them. The
parties also issue whips in
favour of the party
candidate. In such a
situation, will choosing the
NOTA option not amount to
violation of party whip and
the possibility of
disciplinary action? If the
NOTA option is to be
e�ective for the Rajya Sabha
polls, the system of voting
by secret ballot should be

reintroduced. In such a
situation, the option of issue
of whip by the parties will
not arise.
K.R. Jayaprakash Rao,

Mysuru

■ NOTA is a “protest” vote
that allows citizens to show
their dissent. But why do we
even use NOTA when the
votes garnered under the
mechanism are ine�ectual?
(NOTA votes are just tallied;
the candidate with the
highest number of votes
polled is declared elected
leader.)
NOTA is a representation of
the people’s conscious
choice. The votes polled
under NOTA must be more
than just a mere
representation of protest, as
NOTA is based on the
principle that consent
requires the ability to
withhold an election (by
voting No). 
Should NOTA be an option
in the Rajya Sabha
elections? It is a strategic
way of allowing the
Legislative Members to

display their protest. But
again, I am highly
apprehensive whether the
mechanism will be of any
signi�cance because of the
provision of open ballots.
The culture of party politics
and winning has defeated
the idea of electing good
and deserving leaders. 
Ngurang Reena, 

Itanagar, Arunachal Pradesh

Raids continue 
The timing of the raids by
the Income Tax department
on Karnataka Energy
Minister D.K. Shivakumar
and his associates has lent
credence to the criticism of
it being politically
motivated (“Karnataka
Minister’s o�cial chambers
searched”, August 4). But
this incident reminds one of
the 1980s when the
Congress party used to do
the same: use central
agencies to coerce political
opponents to fall in line.
What goes around comes
around. The Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP)
leadership may deny the

raids as an exercise of
political vendetta, but it has
to do more to remove the
clouds of suspicion that
have settled over its present
actions.
M. Jeyaram, 

Sholavandan, Tamil Nadu

■ Is it not deplorable on the
part of Karnataka Chief
Minister Siddaramaiah to
ask the intelligence wing if
they were asleep and why
they did not let the State
know about the possible IT
raid? Is the State
intelligence bureau
supposed to leak
information and show its
loyalty to the State
government, or does it have
an independent
responsibility too? Does it
not imply that the Chief
Minister, if he had been
given such information,
would have made
preparations to avert the
shame?
Prakopa Arya,

Bengaluru 
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T
hree decades after lack of patron-
age forced him to dispose of his
two boats, 70-year-old Peeta

Satyanarayana still cycles his way to the
site of the Commamuru lock that con-
trols the flow of water in the Bucking-
ham Canal and makes it navigation-
worthy. He comes here often to catch a
glimpse of the placid waters of the canal
as he strikes up conversations near a
vantage point close to the British-era
lock with fishermen, who wait eagerly,
their ears trained for familiar sounds of
splashing in the nets — the sign of a good
catch.

“How can I forget this canal that fed
me and my family? The advent of lorries
has snatched away my boats and liveli-
hood but I cannot forget the canal and
never miss an opportunity to visit the
place,” says the frail Satyanarayana. In
his youth, he used to run his two boats,
one of them inherited from his boatman
father. The boats fetched a decent in-
come and he oversaw the work of 10 la-
bourers who would load tonnes of sand
and unload them at Tenali 50 km away.
The sand from the canal fetched a de-
cent income.

“It was back-breaking work, manu-
ally lugging the boat. What kept our
spirits up were songs we sang together,”
Satyanarayana reminisces. Today he is
reduced to taking care of his one acre-
farm with a farm hand. His son has shif-
ted gears to become a car driver. As he
blames motorised transportation for ru-
ining his livelihood, he cannot escape
the irony of his son’s dependence on a
car. When told about the government’s
proposal to revive navigation on the
Buckingham Canal, a process involving
deepening through dredging and
widening it, his eyes light up. “Really, is
it? That is great news. My son and I will
get back to boating”. 

The grand revival plan
Trailing the meandering Buckingham
Canal from Kakinada to Pulicat lake in
Andhra Pradesh, a distance of 560 km,
one finds that it is sometimes pictur-
esque, in places full of filth, and disap-
pearing at places only to reappear after
a few miles. The colour of the water
changes from light blue to brown and
black. People living along the canal
share stories of despair and hope, as the
Inland Waterways Authority of India
(IWAI) braces to revive this asset, once a
watery vein criss-crossing the coastal
Andhra landscape that ushered in
prosperity by integrating navigation, ir-
rigation and fishing.

A ₹2,000-crore plan announced by
the Central government last year for re-
juvenation looks ambitious in its sweep
as it aims to cover 1,095 km. It is much
more than the originally planned course
from Kakinada to Kalapettai comprising
Kakinada Canal (Kakinada to Rajahmun-
dry: 50 km), Eluru Canal (Rajahmundry
to Eluru: 74 km), Krishna Eluru Canal
(Eluru to Vijayawada: 65 km),
Commamuru Canal (Vijayawada to Ped-
daganjam: 113 km) and North Bucking-
ham Canal (Pedda Ganjam to Tada: 258
km) — all in Andhra Pradesh. But for the
North Buckingham Canal which is
partly tidal, all others are fresh water-
based. In Tamil Nadu, the revival plan
covers South Buckingham Canal: Chen-
nai to Marakkanam (110 km) and
Marakkanam to Kalapettai in Puduch-
erry (22 km).

The plan now, as finalised by the
IWAI, is to extend it to the Godavari
river system from Bhadrachalam (in Tel-
angana) to Rajahmundry covering a dis-
tance of 171 km; and to the Krishna river
system from Wazirabad (Telangana) to
Pulichintala near Vijayawada (157 km).
A MoU has been signed by the Centre
and the Andhra Pradesh government to
get the project going through a special
purpose vehicle and involves the Vi-
sakhapatnam Port Trust. The idea is to
develop the waterway to Class-III navig-
ation standards for running 1,000-
tonne-capacity vessels. 

The men by the canal
Gunasekhar’s ancestors had migrated
from Tamil Nadu to Dugarajapatnam
and then Aragatapalem abutting Krish-
napatnam port in Nellore district. “Ever
since the port and three thermal power
plants came up nearby, my boating and
fishing area have been reduced to just
about two kilometres,” he laments,
pointing to the tidal wave stretch of the
Buckingham Canal full of blackish
sludge, apparently waste flowing from
the port. The place where many boats
used to dock is now an open-air toilet.

It is a daily grind for Gunasekhar as
he has to manoeuvre his boat through
the sludge and spread the net for catch-
ing the fish. At adjacent Ramanagaram,
fishermen showed three “obstructions”,
temporary roads laid by power plants
over the canal restricting their fishing
area to a few patches. They are all gung-
ho about the proposal to clean up the
mess and restore the canal. At Pedda
Ganjam, a number of salt pans and
shrimp ponds have come up perilously
close to the canal.

Yet there are stretches like Eluru to
Nidadavolu and Tadepalligudem to Ra-
jahmundry forming part of the Eluru
Canal where the water looks reasonably
fresh, the canal wider and navigation is
alive and kicking. At Nandamuru, pro-
fusely sweating labourers are shifting
sand from a boat to two lorries — a far

cry from the days when the canal was
used not only for transporting sand but
also foodgrain. “Though the number of
boats has come down and they only
fetch sand now, they still run here as the
fare costs are cheap,” says Mura-
likrishna, the boat owner.

Incidentally Nandamuru presents a
picturesque sight — a rail track, the
highway and the canal running parallel
to each other. The British kept extend-
ing the canal leveraging their engineer-
ing prowess, and for over a century and
a half it withstood cyclones, tidal waves
and a tsunami. From the initial 17-km
stretch from Chennai North to Ennore
(1806), it extended to Pulicat lake, a dis-
tance of 40 km, built first by business-
man Basil Cochrane and then under
British governance, and winding up to
Vijayawada in Andhra Pradesh, then
part of Madras Presidency. A part of this
extension of the canal was for providing
work to the people affected by the Great
Famine of 1876-78 in the region.

Glorious past, gloomy present
Originally called Cochrane Canal in
1806, it was then called Lord Clive’s
Canal for a brief while. It finally became
Buckingham Canal in 1878 as it was on
the order of the Duke of Buckingham
and Chandos — as Governor of Madras —
that the extension of the canal was
taken up to help people affected by fam-
ine. Buckingham it was and has come to
be. Extension work began and the Buck-
ingham Canal stretched gradually to
Kakinada further north in Andhra Pra-
desh and to Markkanam south of
Chennai.

Details of the working of the Bucking-
ham Canal and how it brought prosper-
ity to the coastal belt were recorded me-
ticulously in late 19th century district
gazetteers of Kistna district, as Krishna
used to be called in those days. The cyc-
lones of 1965-66 and 1976 however
struck a blow, damaging the multipur-

pose canal in some places, while the ar-
rival of road and rail transportation led
to the slow death of navigation barring a
few stretches.

Clearly, the worst part of the Bucking-
ham Canal as it stands today are the
urban sprawls of Vijayawada, Tenali,
Eluru and Kakinada from where it
struggles to snake through. Look at the
coastal town of Cocanada that evolved
to today’s Kakinada, the starting point
of the revival project. The picture it
presents on either side of the British-
built bridge is quite a contrast. If one
side, opening into the Bay of Bengal,
brims with port activity, the other side
connecting the Buckingham Canal, loc-
ally called Kakinada Canal, remains
quiet. In the days of yore, this part of
Kakinada too might have seen activity
matching the port, moving goods from
ships on to the boats and ferrying them
as far away as Vijayawada. The quay
from where the cargo was carried in-
land now lies hidden behind a host of
encroachments, one-room houses,
temples, a petrol bunk, timber depot
and rows of shops vending
knick-knacks.

Mounds of garbage have shrunk its
width while a sheet of hyacinth covering
the water reflects the poor health of the
canal. “As a teenager, I have seen many
boats carrying coconut, foodgrain and
fertilizers. Then sand used to be
brought from Rajahmundry. But all that
has stopped now,” says 68-year-old V.
Ramu, a hamali (labourer) who used to
help in loading and unloading. 

It is the same story of neglect and

apathy at Vijayawada and Eluru. Close
to the Prakasam barrage in Vijayawada,
the channel from where the boats used
to enter Krishna river and the place
where they used to dock were filled
with debris just before Krishna
Pushkaram, the river festival held last
year. In Eluru, the canal passing
through the middle of the town is re-
duced to a sewer line. The bunds on
either side have a string of statues of
public figures, temples, fruit and tea
shops. The western locks near the bus
stand that used to control the flow of
water lie in a dilapidated state.

The Tamil Nadu stretch
The situation is no different in Chennai.
The waterway has shrunk and degraded
into a sewage carrier in many stretches
over the decades. Though navigation
was suspended in the 1960s, the canal
continues to be a source of livelihood to
people of many coastal hamlets on the
fringes of the city. The canal, which is
even 40-50 m wide in some portions
between Pulicat and Ennore, has
drastically shrunk near Ennore and
heavily silted with fly ash deposits
dumped by thermal power stations. As
the waterway enters Chennai, it is a vic-
tim of rampant pollution due to sewage
and floating garbage. The Mass Rapid
Transit System built right on the bed of
the Buckingham Canal is the biggest en-
croachment in Chennai. The urban
stretch of the canal running for about
40 km between Ennore and
Sholinganallur was left out of the Na-
tional Waterway 4 project as it was pol-
luted and declared not navigable.

The remaining portion of the South
Buckingham Canal is not without its
share of problems. The canal is even 80-
100 m wide in places like Pulicat, En-
nore, Muttukadu, Pudupattinam and
Marakkanam where it joins the sea. But
it has shrunk to less than 10-m width in
some stretches like Kalpakkam and
heavily encroached upon.

Many old-timers narrate tales of
boats transporting goods through the
Buckingham Canal until the late 1960s.
V. Paramasivam of Mamallapuram says
the canal was the main mode of trans-
portation about five decades ago and
letters used to be transported in boats
from Mamallapuram to Muttukadu. “I
remember watching boats on the canal.
Men along the banks used to pull the
boats with ropes to help smooth sail-
ing,” he says.

Challenges aplenty ahead
A gargantuan task awaits the Centre,
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu gov-
ernments. After decades of neglect, re-
vival of the Buckingham Canal came
into focus after it was declared as Na-
tional Waterway 4 in 2008. This itself
came about after studies showed that
the canal acted as a buffer and had
saved many lives and properties when a
tsunami hit the Tamil Nadu and Andhra
Pradesh coast in December 2004. Tak-
ing a leaf out of the Britishers’ vision for
the canal, ambitious plans were drawn,
but work on the ground has remained
slow and tardy.

Challenges are plenty — from main-
taining the water level in the canal, re-
moval of the very many bridges built
haphazardly on its course, and en-
croachments on the canal bunds in the
towns, among others. Yerneni Na-
gendranath, former member of the
Krishna, Godavari, Pennar Delta Drain-
age Board, is sceptical: “People may
want it and it may look possible on the
drawing board but one needs to be cau-
tious while executing it. For instance,
Krishna river, on which a major part of
the revival project rests, has been re-
ceiving less inflows with upstream
States taking up irrigation projects with
renewed vigour.” Also, he says, 80% of
the new bridges across the canal built
over the last two-three decades will
have to be demolished, besides the
need to acquire land for widening the

canal. “After all the spending, will there
be patronage given the rapid strides in
transportation by road and rail?” 

But I.S.N. Raju, former Chief Engin-
eer of Irrigation of Andhra Pradesh, dis-
agrees and contends most of the canal is
intact and all that is needed is dredging
and widening. “It is a long-pending en-
vironment-friendly transportation pro-
ject and should be taken up,” he says.

That overcoming such challenges is
indeed a tough call is indicated by the
way the IWAI has chosen a much easier
option. It has taken up “development”
of the 82 km Muktyala-Vijayawada com-
ponent of the 157-km-long Wazirabad-
Pulichintala stretch of the Krishna river.
“We need to take up something which is
commercially viable and could be com-
pleted in the shortest period of time. We
chose this component as it links about
14 cement plants in the hinterland of
Muktyala to the [under-construction]
capital Amaravati. By 2018, we can run
500- to 1,000-tonne vessels, cutting
short the road route by 50 km,” says V.
Sridhar, Deputy Director of IWAI, Vijay-
awada. In Tamil Nadu, the development
of National Waterway 4 has taken a back
seat with the IWAI shifting its office
from Chennai to Vijayawada last year.

Three years ago, elaborate plans
were devised to develop the stretch
between Pulicat and Ennore and
Sholinganallur and Marakkanam to en-
able cargo vessels of around 300-tonne
capacity and passenger vessels to navig-
ate the waterway. It remains a non-
starter due to issues between IWAI and
the previous Tamil Nadu government
over the project.

While the Tamil Nadu government is
yet to decide on resuming the project, it
has set the ball rolling for desilting and
widening of the Buckingham Canal
between Ennore and Muttukadu.

Dredging work has just begun on
Muktyala-Vijayawada stretch for the
completion of which ₹81 crore is estim-
ated. The overall estimate of ₹2,000
crore is just preliminary. When the ac-
tual restoration work on the canal from
Kakinada to Chennai begins, it is expec-
ted to run into hundreds of crores. For
instance, the first-phase work from Kak-
inada to Vijayawada alone is estimated
to cost over ₹6,000 crore, including
land acquisition on either side of the
canal. But it is all worth it for the people
living by the side of the canal, for whom
restoring the waterway could mean a
new lifeline.

With inputs from K. Lakshmi

Murky waters: “The meandering Buckingham Canal from Kakinada to Pulicat lake in Andhra Pradesh is sometimes picturesque, in places full of �lth, and disappears at places only to reappear after a few miles.” The polluted
canal water near Krishnapatnam port in Nellore district of Andhra Pradesh; (Below) A view of the South Buckingham Canal at Mamallapuram, Chennai. * CH. VIJAYA BHASKAR; JOTHI RAMALINGAM

Long live the canal 
The Buckingham Canal was once the preferred choice for ferrying goods along coastal Andhra Pradesh. An ambitious plan to not only restore the British-era canal to
its past glory but also extend its course is now afoot. K. Venkateshwarlu reports

<> As a teenager, I have seen

many boats carrying coconut,

foodgrain and fertilizers. Back

then, sand used to be brought

from Rajahmundry. But all that

has stopped now. 

V. Ramu

A hamali (labourer)

<> People may want it (a revival)

but one needs to be cautious

while executing it. For

instance, Krishna river, on

which a major part of the

revival project rests, has been

receiving less in�ows with

upstream States taking up

irrigation projects with

renewed vigour. 

Yerneni Nagendranath

Former member of the Krishna, Godavari, Pennar Delta
Drainage Board
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Home Affairs has said the
use of Aadhaar for the ap-
plicants of Death Certificate
will result in ensuring accur-
acy of the details provided
by the relatives/dependents/
acquaintances of the de-
ceased. It will provide an ef-
fective method to prevent
identity fraud. It will also
help in recording the iden-
tity of the deceased person,”
the statement said.

Claiming that this will ob-
viate the need for producing
multiple documents to
prove the identity of the de-
ceased person, the RGI has
directed departments in all
States and Union Territories
responsible for registration
of birth and death to ensure
compliance. States have
been asked to confirm that
they have put systems in
place to facilitate this new
rule by September 1.

Moreover, applicants will be
required to provide their
own Aadhaar number along
with that of the applicant’s
spouse or parents. 

The Ministry has warned
that any false declaration
given by the applicant in
this regard will be treated as
an offence under the
Aadhaar Act, 2016 and Re-
gistration of Birth and Death
Act, 1969. 

“Applicant’s Aadhaar
number shall also be collec-
ted along with the Aadhaar
number of the spouse or
parents,” the Ministry said,
citing a notification issued
by the Registrar General of
India (RGI) that is entrusted
with conducting the coun-
try’s Census and maintain-
ing the register of births and
deaths.

“In a notification issued
today, the RGI, Ministry of

Aadhaar required for
death certi�cates

Additional Solicitor-General
P.S. Narasimha admitted
that he was not aware of the
facts and sought an adjourn-
ment till August 9. 

“A simple reading of Sec-
tion 38A tells us that you
[government] cannot say ‘I
will not place the rules be-
fore Parliament’,” Chief
Justice J.S. Khehar, who is
heading the Bench hearing
the petition, said. 

Justice D.Y. Chandrachud
added that Section 38A in-
vokes the spirit that “laying

a law before Parliament is
important.” 

“It is an exercise of parlia-
mentary control over the
laws of the land,” Justice
Chandrachud told the
government.

The information about
the alleged lapse on the gov-
ernment’s part came to light
during a hearing on an ap-
plication filed by activist
Gauri Maulekhi, who was
seeking a clarification of a
Supreme Court order on the
issue on July 11. 

‘Rules were not placed
before Parliament’

ters have been trying to in-
stigate people against the
Congress MLAs, who had to
leave the State to escape the
BJP’s money and muscle
power,” said Gujarat Con-
gress president Bharatsinh
Solanki.

Mr. Rupani said, “I con-
demn the unfortunate at-
tack on Rahul Gandhi’s con-
voy. I have instructed
officers to take strict action
against those responsible.”

The incident triggered
strong reactions from Con-
gress leaders, who blamed
the State BJP government
for a lapse in Mr. Gandhi’s
security. 

“Political violence has no
place in a functioning demo-
cracy,” said former Prime
Minister Manmohan Singh,
condemning the attack on
Mr. Gandhi’s car.

Trouble anticipated
According to sources, the
authorities were anticipat-
ing trouble during Mr.
Gandhi’s visit as the BJP gov-
ernment and party leaders
have been making much of
the absence of five Congress
legislators from the area.
The MLAs are among those
moved to Karnataka ahead
of the Rajya Sabha elections. 

“To hide their failures,
BJP leaders including Minis-

Rahul Gandhi’s SUV
attacked in Gujarat

Rahul Gandhi arrives to visit
�ood-a�ected areas in
Banaskantha district on
Friday. * PTI

Maintaining its silence on
claims by the Chinese gov-
ernment that India has re-
duced troop levels on the
Doklam plateau where they
have been in a standoff with
the PLA, the government on
Friday said it would not com-
ment on “operational de-
tails”, but continued to af-
firm that “war is not an
option” despite rising
tensions.

“As far as questions on de-
ployments are concerned,
these are operational mat-
ters on our side or the other
side and would not like to
specifically go into them,”
said MEA spokesperson Go-
pal Baglay, when asked
about comments made by a
senior Chinese diplomat in
Delhi, who said India had re-
duced the number of troops
sent in to stop a PLA road
construction team on June
16, from about 400 at peak
levels, to 48 as of Thursday.

Let the secret remain
“We would continue to en-
gage the Chinese side
through diplomatic channels
on the basis of the Astana
consensus between our lead-
ers,” he added, referring to
the meeting between Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
President Xi Jinping in early
June, where they had agreed
not to let “differences be-
come a dispute.”

Asked about what diplo-

matic channels are still avail-
able, given a rising number
of threatening statements
from China, Mr. Baglay said,
“If you understand the signs,
you should let a secret re-
main a secret,” (Ishaaron ko
agar samjho toh, Raaz ko
raaz ko rahne do), a refer-
ence to a 1973 Hindi film
song. The remarks by the
Ministry followed External
Affairs Minister Sushma Swa-

raj’s statement in Parliament
on Thursday in reply to
questions from the Opposi-
tion over the government’s
handling of foreign policy in
general and the Doklam
standoff with China in partic-
ular. 

On Friday, facing several
questions on the issue from
journalists, the MEA added
that its refusal to comment
on charges made by the

Chinese government over
the past few days of a “trans-
gression by Indian troops”,
didn’t signify that it was un-
prepared for an escalation in
tensions.

In an interaction on
Thursday, Chinese Deputy
Chief of Mission Liu Jinsong
had warned that India would
face “serious consequences”
if it doesn’t withdraw all its
troops from the area.

India still talking to China, says MEA
‘Despite rising
tensions, war not
an option’

Action-packed: Chinese soldiers prepare artillery guns during a live-�re drill by the Chinese
army in the Tibet Autonomous Region on Friday. * CCTV VIA AP VIDEO

Suhasini Haidar 

NEW DELHI

While skirting the issue of the
Doklam standoff, Foreign
Secretary S. Jaishankar said
relations with China would
be the main foreign policy is-
sue for the country. 

“Both [India and China]
are rising rapidly, and both
are very dynamic. I would re-
gard this as the main foreign
policy issue as it is much
harder to get an equilibri-
um…Today we have an equi-
librium and need to upgrade
it constantly. This is the pre-
scription for a stable relation
with China,” he said. He was
delivering the K. Subrahman-
yam Memorial Lecture at the
National Institute of Ad-
vanced Sciences (NIAS) on
Friday.

The remarks come in the
backdrop of the month-long
standoff between the PLA
and Indian troops after the
Chinese attempts to build a
road in Doklam on the
Bhutan-China border.

Asked about India’s border
infrastructure, Mr. Jaishankar
said: “There is a great room
for improvement. (But) are
people conscious of it and
trying to plug it? Absolutely.”

The other major foreign
policy issue is the H-1B visas,
which allow for Indian pro-
fessionals to work in the U.S.
and which may be

threatened by U.S. President
Donald Trump’s policies. 

The Foreign Secretary said
India had taken a “sensible”
approach of equating the is-
sue with business and tech-
nology. “The sensible ap-
proach is to highlight the
digital and innovation part-
nership with India, and show
the advantage to U.S. So,
what we have to do is to
transform the issue from a la-
bour issue to a win-win tech
and business issue.” 

With the rise of China, a
multi-polar world was upon
us, where India was taking a
“bold, confident” approach
to navigate uncertainties
rather than a cautious ap-
proach where little is done,
the foreign secretary said.

On ties with Israel impact-
ing equations with Iran, he
said, “Our relationships do
not run on emotions, and
Iran knows our position on
Israel.”

China the main foreign
policy issue: Jaishankar 

Sees need to upgrade equilibrium 

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

S. Jaishankar

China’s Defence Ministry
on Thursday stepped up
calls for India’s immediate
withdrawal from the
Doklam plateau, asserting
that Beijing will “resolutely
protect” the country’s
territorial sovereignty and
security interests.

In a statement released
on Thursday night,
Defence Ministry
spokesperson Ren

Guoqiang, urged India “to
give up the illusion of its
delaying tactic, as no
country should
underestimate the Chinese
forces’ confidence and
capability to safeguard
peace and their resolve
and willpower to defend
national sovereignty,
security and development
interests”. Mr. Ren said,
“Chinese armed forces will
resolutely protect the
country’s territorial

sovereignty and security
interests.” The statement
also reinforced the Chinese
position that Indian troops
in Doklam were being
scaled down. 

It pointed out that as of
Thursday “there are still
Indian border troops
illegally staying in the
Chinese territory”. A
statement by the Foreign
Ministry fixed the Indian
troop presence at “over
40,” from a peak of 400.

Give up illusion: Beijing
Says no country should underestimate its forces

Atul Aneja

BEIJING

The Supreme Court on Fri-
day sought the government’s
response on Congress MP
Jairam Ramesh’s petition
that provisions of the Fin-
ance Act, 2017, modifying
the terms of appointment
and functioning in various
statutory tribunals, includ-
ing the National Green
Tribunal, amounted to a di-
lution of judicial independ-
ence and a threat to the
Constitution.

A Bench of Chief Justice of
India J.S. Khehar and D.Y.
Chandrachud issued notice
to the Ministries of finance,
law and justice, environ-
ment, parliamentary affairs,
the Cabinet Secretariat and
the National Green Tribunal
(NGT). 

Mr. Ramesh specifically
challenged Sections 182, 183,
184 and 185 of the Finance
Act, 2017 as well as rules
framed under Section 184,

referred to as the ‘Tribunal,
Appellate Tribunal and
other Authorities (qualifica-
tions, experience and other
conditions of service of
members) Rules, 2017)’.

Section 184
Section 184 clothes the
Centre with “uncanalised
and unguided power to
make rules to provide for
qualifications, appointment,
term of office, salary, allow-
ances, resignation, removal
and other terms and condi-
tion of service of chairper-

sons and members of several
other tribunals and appel-
late tribunals. “Section 184
suffers from the vice of ex-
cessive delegation,” Mr.
Ramesh contended. Fore-
most, the MP said the
passing of the Finance Act,
2017, as a Money Bill itself
was a “colourable exercise of
power and a fraud on the
Constitution”.

The petition highlighted
how the Finance Act has
bowled out the NGT Act. 

But now, the Centre,
through the Finance Act, has
gifted to itself the power to
control the functioning of
the tribunal. All this, when
the government is itself a
party in most cases before
the tribunal. The plea points
to how the Act has also
tinkered with the NGT rules.
Now, these members would
be chosen by a government
nominee for whom no quali-
fications have been laid
down.

MP argues the Finance Act is a threat to Constitution

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

Jairam Ramesh

SC seeks govt.’s response
on Jairam’s petition

A Bill seeking to bring rad-
ical changes in the transport
sector by amending the
nearly 30-year-old Motor
Vehicles Act, 1988, would be
sent to a Select Committee
of the Rajya Sabha, Road
Transport and Highways
Minister Nitin Gadkari said
after an all-party meeting
here on Friday.

Rajya Sabha MPs were
briefed by Mr. Gadkari on
the salient features of the
Bill, which, the Minister ad-
ded, would save “people
from corruption” during re-
gistration of new vehicles.
At many places, people are
charged ₹2,000 to get their
vehicles registered, Mr.
Gadkari said.

Privatisation concerns
Addressing concerns that
the proposed legislation im-
pinges on the rights of State
governments, Mr. Gadkari
said the Centre did not want

to privatise State transport
authorities, and that it was
up to the States to accept
the Bill’s provisions.

“In the meeting of the
leaders of all parties of Rajya
Sabha today, chaired by
Deputy Chairman P.J. Kur-
ien, many of the parties
sought more time to study
the Motor Vehicles Bill,
2017, in view of very few
days left in the current ses-
sion. It was decided to send
the Bill to the Rajya Sabha
Select Committee,” Mr.
Gadkari said.

It had been agreed that
the Select Committee,
which will be constituted
soon, would submit its re-
port on the first day of the
Winter Session and passed
in that session, the Minister
added.

The Bill, which Mr.
Gadkari termed “one of the
biggest reforms in the sec-
tor”, aims to bring radical
reforms in the transport
sector.

Gadkari briefs MPs about the Bill

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

Motor Vehicles Bill
sent to RS panel 

Launch of a political party
by proscribed terror mas-
termind Hafiz Saeed goes
against international con-
sensus against terrorism,
said India on Friday and
urged Pakistan to enforce
international sanctions
against him. Ministry of Ex-
ternal Affairs spokesperson
Gopal Baglay’s remarks
come amid reports that
Saeed, a U.N.-designated
terror mastermind, is plan-
ning to launch a political
party in Pakistan.

“It is both ironical and
disconcerting that a person
with blood-stained hands,
who has traded in bullets
to take human lives, is try-
ing to hide behind the bal-
lot,” said Mr. Baglay, and
asked, “Is he trying to hide
his blood-stained hands be-
hind ballot ink?”

Mr. Baglay said Pakistan
had failed in reining in the
Jamat-ud-Dawa and the
Lashkar-e-Taiba and urged
Islamabad to enforce U.N.
sanctions against Saeed. 

‘Ha�z Saeed 
trying to hide
behind ballot’

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

The Congress and other Op-
position parties have moved
a privilege motion against
External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj in the Rajya
Sabha for allegedly mislead-
ing the House over Prime
Minister Narendra Modi’s
visit to Lahore in 2015 and a
speech at the Bandung Con-
ference in Indonesia the
same year.

Ms. Swaraj has been ac-
cused of providing “wrong
information on the Bandung
Asia Africa Relations Confer-
ence”. The parties said
though the Minister had said
she did not deliver any
speech at the summit, they
had downloaded the tran-
script of a purported speech,
which they said they would
attach as proof. 

However, Ms. Swaraj said
the speech that the Opposi-

tion was referring to was de-
livered at a separate Afro-
Asian Conference.

The government and the
Opposition also clashed in
the Rajya Sabha on Thursday
over Minister of State for Ex-
ternal Affairs V.K. Singh’s
speech at the Bandung Con-
ference. Senior Congress MP
Anand Sharma, backed by
Trinamool Congress’s Derek
O’Brien, said Gen.(Retd.)
Singh had failed to mention
former Prime Minister Jawa-
harlal Nehru in his speech at
the conference. Nehru was

one of the founder members
of the Conference in 1955.

The Opposition has also
taken issue with the Minis-
ter’s statement that there
had been no terror incidents
after Mr. Modi’s visit to
Lahore in December 2015.
Pointing out that the Path-
ankot attack took place im-
mediately after the PM’s
visit, the Opposition said
there had been five other ter-
ror-related incidents since. 

Accuses her of misleading RS over Modi’s visit to Lahore in 2015 and Bandung Conference speech

Special Correspondent 

New Delhi

Oppn. moves privilege motion against Sushma 

Sushma Swaraj 

Karti P. Chidambaram, son of
former Union Finance Minis-
ter P. Chidambaram, on Fri-
day moved the Madras High
Court seeking the recall of a
‘lookout notice’ issued by the
Foreigner Regional Registra-
tion Officer (FRRO), Bureau
of Immigration, against him.

On July 18, the FRRO is-
sued a Look Out Circular
(LOC) against Mr. Karti, at the
request of the CBI.

In his petition, Mr. Karti
said there was no arrest or
non-bailable warrant
pending against him, “and
hence the question of defy-
ing the NBW does not arise.
There is no likelihood of the
petitioner [Karti] leaving the
country to evade trial or ar-
rest since he has already filed
a writ petition to quash the
FIR registered by the CBI,
and the matter is sub judice”.

He said it was wholly arbit-
rary of the DIG, CBI to have

made a request for an LOC to
be issued against him and
that it was an abuse of au-

thority. Mr. Karti said the
LOC was unwarranted. 

“In any event, the fact that
the writ petitions challenging
the FIR dated July 15 were
scheduled to be heard on
July 21 was intimated to the
investigating officer, CBI on
July 18. Hence there was ab-
solutely no cause of action
for issuance of the look out
circular dated July 18,” he
said. 

He further said that the
LOC was a meticulously or-

travel plans. The CBI has ac-
cused Mr. Karti of having re-
ceived commissions via a
company associated with
him to scuttle a possible
probe by the Department of
Revenue into the allegations
against INX Media, then
owned by Peter and Indrani
Mukerjea. 

Justice M. Duraiswamy ad-
journed the matter to August
7.

(With inputs from 
Delhi Bureau)

chestrated plan of the CBI to
stop him at the airport as and
when he proceeds abroad
“by springing an unpleasant
surprise on him and leak it to
the press that he was de-
tained at the airport and
cause acute
embarrassment”.

Scheduled visit
He submitted that he was
scheduled to visit the U.K. on
August 16 for two weeks and
the LOC would jeopardise his

Karti Chidambaram challenges ‘lookout’ notice
No arrest or non-bailable warrant against him; hence the question of defying it does not arise, he tells Madras High Court

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Karti P. Chidambaram

The J&K government on
Friday removed Niraj Ku-
mar, Deputy Commis-
sioner of Udhampur, from
the post after his “objec-
tionable” pictures went
viral on social media.

Three “objectionable”
pictures of the officer with
unidentified girls in a room
at an unknown destination
had gone viral.

Photos go
viral, J&K
o�cer sacked 
Special Correspondent

Srinagar

One militant and a civilian
were killed in a late-night
shootout on Thursday in
south Kashmir’s Anantnag,
the police said on Friday. 

A police spokesman said
an operation was launched
at Herpora-Kanelwan-
Karvel, following a tip-off
about the presence of three
militants on Thursday night. 

“Militants fired at the
search party, resulting in an
exchange of fire. Around
midnight, two militants
fired and managed to es-
cape,” said the spokesman.

The police said civilian
Ghulam Mohi-ud-din Bhat-
was riding a motorcycle

“when he got killed in the
crossfire”.

“Hizbul Mujahideen milit-
ant Yawar Nissar Shergujri
alias Algazi was also killed in
the encounter,” said the
spokesman. 

Shergujri had joined mil-
itancy last month, sources
said. Rifleman Rohit Kumar
sustained injuries in the op-
eration. One self-loading
rifle, two magazines, 40
rounds of ammunition and
one Chinese hand grenade
were recovered from the
militant, the police said.

Clashes erupted in Anant-
nag after locals, who atten-
ded the militant’s funeral,
threw stones at the security
forces.

Militant, civilian killed
in Anantnag
Soldier injured in late-night shootout

Peace a casualty: Security forces tackle protesters during
clashes following the funeral of militant Yawar Nissar in
Anantnag, Jammu & Kashmir, on Friday * AFP

special correspondent

Srinagar
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NEWS

Armed with hundreds of
documents on financial deal-
ings found in possession of
Karnataka Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar and his as-
sociates over the last three
days, Income Tax officials
are learnt to have on Friday
started confronting the Min-
ister, seeking explanation
over his assets and invest-
ments in several businesses
in India and abroad. 

A new team of senior I-T
sleuths took over from mul-
tiple teams conducting
search and seizure opera-
tions at the Minister’s Sa-
dashivanagar residence on
Friday evening, sources said,
adding that questioning of
Mr. Shivakumar was continu-
ing. 

Sources said documents
recovered from various loca-
tions, cash and financial
transactions are being tallied
and Mr. Shivakumar is being
asked to provide explana-
tion. Documents recovered
by the I-T sleuths from 64
locations have been brought
to his Sadashivanagar resid-
ence. Sources said the Minis-
ter’s statement would be re-
corded after the search,
expected to spill over to Sat-
urday, is completed.

Sources said the Minister
was being asked about docu-

ments and financial transac-
tions unearthed in correla-
tion with his 2013 election
affidavit and the I-T returns
he filed since 2013. 

₹251.5 cr. assets declared
Incidentally, Mr. Shivakumar
had declared assets worth
₹251.5 crore — ₹60.34 crore
movable and ₹191.16 crore
immovable assets, along
with ₹105.23 crore liabilities,
in his affidavit before the
Election Commission of In-
dia, when he successfully
contested for the Karnataka
Assembly in 2013.

I-T sources said the cash

recovered during the raids
over the past three days had
shot up to over ₹12 crore.
While ₹8 crore was re-
covered from the Minister’s
Safdarjung Road residence in
Delhi, the remaining cash
was recovered from several
other locations. 

Meanwhile, multiple
sources confirmed that the
Enforcement Directorate is
yet to be roped into the in-
vestigation. Documents are
being verified for possible
prosecution under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act or Foreign Exchange
Management Act (FEMA). 

I-T o�cials confront Shivakumar with documents
Searches likely to spill over to Saturday; Minister’s statement to be recorded later; seized material being veri�ed for possible action under Money Laundering Act

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

While rumours were doing
the rounds that the Gujarat
Congress MLAs, camping at
the Eagleton Resort near
Bidadi on the outskirts of
Bengaluru, were itching to
return home, some of the
legislators spent the day vis-
iting temples and mosques
for prayers. 

Arvind Thakot visited the
Anjaneya Temple on
Mysuru Road while Gayas-
uddin Sheikh and Javed
Peerzada went out to offer
namaz at the nearby
mosque. 

The posse of journalists,
who camped outside the
sprawling resort in a mild
drizzle, only got a glimpse
of the legislators who ven-
tured out. Others remained
deep inside the plush re-
sort, a good two-and-half
kilometres from the main
gate. Anyone venturing in
was firmly but politely told
to leave.

Speaking to reporters
outside the resort after re-
turning from prayers, Mr.

Sheikh dismissed the ru-
mours that the MLAs
wanted to go back. “The BJP
has forced us to stay here. If
they had not indulged in
dirty politics, we would
have been in our State tak-
ing up flood relief,” he said. 

‘BJP forced us’
“We are concerned about
our people who are suffer-
ing there but the BJP cre-
ated this kind of situation

and forced us to come here
seeking a safe place,” he
said. Asserting that the
MLAs were united and
would ensure the victory of
Ahmed Patel, he said: “Yes-
terday KPCC president G.
Parameshwara came here.
He extended full support to
us in our fight.” 

There were reports that
the son of one of the MLAs,
Gova Bhai Rabary, had
suffered an injury during

Rahul Gandhi’s visit to Gu-
jarat and Mr. Rabary wanted
to return. However, sources
said all the MLAs would
only leave on August 7, a
day before the Rajya Sabha
elections.

Mr. Sheikh claimed three
of the seven MLAs who had
shifted loyalties were in
touch with leaders here.
“We have the required num-
bers and are confident we
will win,” the insider said.

We are united, insist Gujarat MLAs
A few venture out to temples and mosques amid rumours of unease

Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru

Hub of tension: The Eagleton Resorts at Bidadi in Ramanagara district of Karnataka, where 
the Congress MLAs from Gujarat are staying. * K. MURALI KUMAR

There was high drama on
Friday morning at the
Sadashivanagar residence of
Energy Minister D.K.
Shivakumar — where he has
been held by Income Tax
officials for questioning for
the past three days — as the
Minister complained of
ill-health and exhaustion. 

The Minister’s family
doctor B. Ramana Rao, who
rushed to the residence,

treated him and advised
rest. The Minister’s brother
and MP for Bengaluru Rural,
D.K. Suresh, also met Mr.
Shivakumar. “Though I-T
officials first denied me
entry into the house, they
sought permission from
their seniors and let me in
eventually,” Mr. Suresh said.

“His blood pressure had
shot up. My brother said he
was questioned till over 2
a.m. for two days and hence
deprived of sleep,” he said.

Minister complains of
ill-health, exhaustion
Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru

Drama continues: Family members of Karnataka Energy Minister D.K. Shivakumar at their residence in Bengaluru on Friday, after the Income Tax Department raided various properties linked to him; bank o�cials enter the Minister’s residence; an employee being turned
away; and D.K. Suresh, MP and brother of Mr. Shivakumar, addressing the media after meeting the Minister. * PTI & V. SREENIVASA MURTHY 
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The UGC and the AICTE —
the apex higher education
regulators — will lose their
powers to regulate 20 higher
educational institutions that
the Centre will project as In-
stitutions of Eminence.

The idea, a top source in
the Ministry of Human Re-
source Development

(MHRD) said, is to choose 10
government and 10 private
institutions and offer them
complete autonomy. 

Total autonomy
These select institutions
would be expected to break
into the top 500 world rank-
ings in a decade. They would
have complete freedom to
decide the curricula, hire do-

mestic and foreign faculty at
variable pay, and fix a fee
structure of their choice.

“The architecture also
provides for financial sup-
port ...so that meritorious
but poor students do not
lose the opportunity to
study,” the source added.

The Centre has firmed up
the basic framework of the
scheme. To begin with, a

search-cum-selection-com-
mittee comprising the Cab-
inet Secretary, the Secretary
(Higher Education) and the
UGC chairman will be set up
to choose an empowered ex-
pert committee comprising
prominent scholars and em-
inent persons, the source
said. 

The committee would be
free to pick 20 institutions

from among those that apply
for the status. “We plan to al-
low only those institutions
that are among the top 50 in
the NIRF [National Institute
Ranking Framework] rank-
ings and have a consistent A-
plus score in the National As-
sessment and Accreditation
Council grading to apply for
this scheme,” said the
source. 

20 select institutions to be outside UGC purview
Vikas Pathak

NEW DELHI

With some Bills pertaining to
education already passing
muster in either House of
Parliament this session, the
Ministry of Human Resource
Development is looking to
introduce a Bill to amend
the Right of Children to Free
and Compulsory Education
Act, 2009, to enable States
to do away with the no-de-
tention policy if they wish.

The Cabinet has cleared
the introduction of the Bill
and the Ministry wants it in-
troduced in this session it-
self and passed in the next
session.

Twenty-five States had re-
cently agreed with the idea
of doing away with or tweak-
ing the no-detention policy
— wherein a child is not de-
tained till Class 8 — to give a

boost to levels of learning.
Tamil Nadu, Andhra Pra-

desh, Telangana and Maha-
rashtra did not ask for a roll-
back of the policy, however.

The Centre has thus de-
cided to allow States to take
the call and to tweak the
RTE Act to enable them to
do so. The Bill is expected to

permit States to introduce
exams in Classes 5 and 8.

Students who fail in the
exams — to be held in March
— will be given remedial
training and offered another
chance to pass in May. Those
who still fail will be detained
in the same class.

Falling standards
Officials say there were com-
plaints that the no-detention
policy — aimed at retaining
students in school and giving
a fillip to education — led to
learning levels taking a dip.
The planned modification in
the RTE Act is expected to
arrest this trend.

“Dropout rates till Class 8
are just 4%, but they rise to
above 20% after that. This is
because of the no-detention
policy,” said a top HRD Min-
istry source.

New Bill to allow States to
drop no-detention policy 
States may be permitted to introduce exams in Classes 5, 8

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Remedial training will be
provided to students who 
fail in the examinations. 

Sleuths of the National Investigation
Agency (NIA) apparently stumbled
upon fresh evidence relating to lat-
ent IS-related activity in the South
when they took into custody three
persons, including an Alappuzha
native, on Friday following searches
at their residences.

The trio — a native of Kidangam-
parambu in Alappuzha and resid-
ents of Ukkadam and Karumbuka-
dai in Coimbatore — came under the
NIA scanner after the agency re-
ceived ‘reliable information’ on
them being in touch with IS hand-

lers who are part of the Kanakamala
(Kannur) terror module on social
media platforms.

The Alappuzha native was work-
ing at a computer shop in Vyttila,
Ernakulam. All three were grilled by
the agency in separate locations,
but their arrests had yet to be recor-
ded. The agency would send the
electronic devices for cyber-
forensic examination to ascertain
their role in the case before record-
ing their arrest, it was learnt.

During the searches, NIA officials
seized several mobile phones,
laptops, hard disks, pen drives,
DVDs, CDs, memory cards, and SIM

cards besides documents, in-
cluding books and
manuscripts.

“One of the three persons
whose premises have been
searched has admitted that he
had been in regular contact
with Abdul Rashid Abdullah,
accused in the other IS-related
cases of the NIA (sic),” the
agency said. 

The searches were carried
out after warrants were issued
by the NIA Special court in
Ernakulam. Sources said the
three suspects had been part of
a group formed by Shajeer

Mangalassery, aka Abu Ayisha,
an absconder in the Kana-
kamala case who was re-
portedly killed in Afghanistan.

Further, they were alleged
to be on WhatsApp and tele-
gram groups run by IS hand-
lers to coordinate the terror
outfit’s activities. 

The chargesheet filed by the
NIA in the Kanakamala case
early this year had maintained
that Shajeer, while abroad, had
hatched the criminal conspir-
acy to form terror modules
with the aim of aiding IS activ-
ities in India.

Alappuzha native and two from Coimbatore held following searches at their residences

Special Correspondent

Kochi

NIA grills trio for suspected links with IS

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi on Friday termed en-
hancing the dignity of Parlia-
ment the need of the hour,
and exhorted NDA MPs to
contribute to the effective
functioning of the legis-
lature. 

He was speaking at a
meeting of NDA MPs at the
G.M.C. Balayogi auditorium
on the eve of the vice-presid-
ential polls, in which M. Ven-
kaiah Naidu will be the
NDA’s candidate. He also re-
leased two volumes of
speeches and writings of Mr.
Naidu entitled Tireless Voice-
Relentless Journey. 

‘Crucial period’
Mr. Modi emphasised that
the current government had
a full majority after 30 years
and could contribute in a
substantial measure to na-
tion building. 

“I consider the period of
2017-22 as being as import-
ant as the period between
1942-47, that got us our free-
dom. In this, the new Presid-
ent and the soon to be elec-
ted Vice-President will be
from the NDA, and therefore
can do much for the coun-
try,” he said. “It is the first
time since Independence
that this is happening,” he
said. 

He added that the NDA

had its own line that could in
concert do much to raise the
dignity of Parliament. “The
supremacy of Parliament is
already enshrined in the
Constitution, we need to en-
hance its dignity,” he said.
“By our good behaviour and
concern for raising issues re-
lated to people we can over-
come the sense of disap-
pointment people feel with

politics and politicians,” he
said. 

He said the Upper House
needed to reflect on how it
could guide the aspirations
of 125 crore Indians and be
inspired by the spirit of the
discussions in the Constitu-
ent Assembly about the role
of the Rajya Sabha. 

He said the country was
fortunate to have the benefit
of leadership of Mr. Ven-
kaiah Naidu in the House.
“By marking a vertical line
against the name of Shri
Naidu in the ballot paper, we
resolve to stand by him like a
rock for the next five years,”
he added. 

‘Good behaviour can change people’s view on politicians’

Enhance Parliament’s
dignity, Modi tells MPs

Special Correspondent 

NEW DELHI

PM Narendra Modi felicitating NDA vice-presidential 
candidate M. Venkaiah Naidu at a book release function at the
Parliament library in New Delhi on Friday. * R.V. MOORTHY

<> President and the

soon-to-be-elected

Vice-President will

be from the NDA...

we can do much

for the country

Not against raids, but
look at the timing: CM
BENGALURU

Karnataka Chief Minister

Siddaramaiah questioned the

timing of the raids and the

BJP’s “moral right” to

demand Minister D.K.

Shivakumar’s resignation. He

termed the developments a

“political conspiracy directed

by” BJP national president

Amit Shah. “I’m not against

raids per se, but look at the

timing of the raids,” he told

presspersons. Asked about

Union Minister for Parliamen-

tary Affairs and Fertilizers

Ananth Kumar’s statement

that the raids were conducted

to crack down on corruption,

he said, “There are corruption

charges against Ananth

Kumar himself.” 

Exclusive Gujarati 
chef for MLAs
BENGALURU

The MLAs from Gujarat

staying at the Eagleton

Resorts, who are not used to

South Indian food, now have

a Gujarati chef. “A Gujarati

chef has been arranged for

them. They are also relishing

non-veg food and sweet

dishes,” a source said. As the

resort does not have a saloon

for men, three MLAs who

needed a haircut were taken

to the nearby Bidadi town.
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WORLD

Rwandan vote likely to
extend Kagame’s reign
KIGALI

Rwandans voted in a

presidential election on

Friday expected to extend

President Paul Kagame’s 17

years in power. Mr. Kagame

has won international

plaudits for presiding over a

peaceful and rapid economic

recovery since the 1994

genocide. Reuters

ELSEWHERE

16 miners missing after
Russia pit �ooding
MOSCOW

Rescue teams are searching

for 16 workers missing in a

mine owned by Russian

diamond miner Alrosa after

the pit �ooded on Friday, the

company said. A total of 102

miners have been brought to

the surface and another 33

miners have been located in

the mine in Yakutia in eastern

Siberia and are being

evacuated, it said. There were

151 workers underground

when the accident happened. 

The water �ooded into the

mine shaft from an open-cast

mine above it earlier on

Friday. Reuters

U.S. con�rms killing of
al-Shabab commander
MOGADISHU

The U.S. military on Friday

con�rmed it killed a high-

level commander of the

al-Shabab extremist group

with an air strike in Somalia

over the weekend, targeting

a man blamed for planning

deadly attacks in the capital

of the Horn of Africa nation. 

A U.S. Africa Command

statement said the strike on

July 30 killed Ali Mohamed

Hussein, also known as Ali

Jabal. He is the highest-level

al-Shabab commander killed

this year. AP

A day after The Washington
Post published transcripts of
U.S. President Donald
Trump’s conversations with
leaders of Australia and Mex-
ico in January, the adminis-
tration said it will come
down heavily on officials
leaking classified informa-
tion to the public. Senior ad-
ministration officials indic-
ated that journalists could
also be held liable for what
they described as “criminal
activities”.

Addressing the press on
Friday morning, Attorney
General Jeff Sessions said un-
ending leaks of intelligence
information and classified
government documents have
been “incredibly damaging”
to the country’s interests.
“Simply put, these leaks hurt
our country,” Mr. Sessions
said.

‘Many criminal referrals’
“We will not allow rogue an-
onymous sources with secur-
ity clearances to sell out our
country any longer,” he said.
Mr. Sessions said the Depart-
ment of Justice has received
“nearly as many criminal re-
ferrals involving unauthor-
ised disclosures of classified
information as we received
in the last three years com-

bined”. Deputy Attorney
General Rod Rosenstein and
FBI Director Christopher
Wray have been directed to
oversee all classified leaks in-
vestigations and actively
monitor the progress of each
and every case, said Mr. Ses-
sions. The National Security
Division has been asked to
prioritise cases involving un-
authorised disclosures and
the department will bring
criminal charges “against
those who abuse the nation’s
trust,” he said.

“Just yesterday, we saw re-
ports in the media about
conversations the President
had with foreign leaders...
No government can be ef-

fective when its leaders can-
not discuss sensitive matters
in confidence or to talk
freely in confidence with for-
eign leaders,” he said. 

The classified transcripts
of Mr. Trump’s stormy con-
versations with Mexican
President Mexican President
Enrique Peña Nieto and Aus-
tralian Prime Minister Mal-
colm Turnbull show him in
poor light. The publication
of the complete transcript of
conversations a President
has had with world leaders
from the Oval office is unpre-
cedented. They show that
Mr. Trump hung up on Mr.
Turnbull abruptly, after they
began talking about a bilat-

eral agreement under which
America was to accept 1,250
economic refugees currently
in Australian custody. 

Late last month, Mr.
Trump had publicly chided
Mr. Sessions for not being
“tougher” on leaks. “I want
the Attorney General to be
much tougher,” he said in an
interview on July 25.

The administration is re-
viewing the subpoena rules
that apply to media, said Mr.
Sessions. He said media
freedoms cannot be the de-
fence for publication of ma-
terial that put American in-
telligence officials and
operations at risk. “We re-
spect the important role that
the press plays and will give
them respect, but it is not
unlimited. They cannot
place lives at risk with im-
punity,” he said.

“This is betrayal of the
country,” Director of Na-
tional Intelligence Dave
Coats said, of the leaks. “We
will find you, investigate you
and persecute you. You will
not be happy with the res-
ults.” Existing guidelines re-
quiring a journalist to de-
pose before a court of law
give substantial protection to
the sources. Such protec-
tions were expanded during
the last year of the Barack
Obama administration. 

Sessions gets tough on leaks to media
Will bring criminal charges against those abusing the nation’s trust, says the Attorney General

Note of caution: Attorney General Je� Sessions (centre)
speaks during a news conference at the Justice Department
in Washington on Friday. * AP

Varghese K. George

Washington

Pakistan’s new Prime Minis-
ter on Friday backed a par-
liamentary investigation into
allegations of sexual harass-
ment levelled by a woman
lawmaker against firebrand
opposition leader Imran
Khan.

Obscene messages
The scandal erupted after
Ayesha Gulalai, a National
Assembly member from con-
servative Khyber Pakh-
tunkhwa province, accused
Mr. Khan and other leaders
of his Pakistan Tehreek-e-In-
saf (PTI) party of sending ob-
scene text messages and pro-
moting a culture of sexism.

The accusations come
days after Pakistan’s top
court disqualified Mr. Khan’s
long-time political nemesis
Nawaz Sharif from the
premiership on corruption
charges, spurring public cel-
ebrations from the cricketer-
turned-politician and his
supporters.

Newly-elected Prime Min-
ister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi,
seen as a Sharif loyalist, on
Friday backed moves to form
a parliamentary committee
to investigate the matter
after a group of legislators
raised the allegations in the
house. “This is an issue con-
cerning the house's integrity
— I will suggest forming a
closed-door, special commit-

tee to probe the allegations
and present its findings in
the house,” Mr. Abbasi told
Parliament. 

In a televised press confer-
ence earlier this week, Ms.
Gulalai accused Mr. Khan of
harassing women leaders in
the PTI and resigned from
the party. “Imran Khan’s list
of sins is very long but the
way he sends obscene text
messages — and the way wo-
men and girls are being
treated in this party, I will
say that the honour of wo-
men is not safe, because of
Imran Khan and because of
the people around him,” Ms.
Gulalai told reporters in
Islamabad.

Mr. Khan, along with the

PTI’s top brass, batted down
the allegations, accusing Ms.
Sharif's ruling Pakistan
Muslim League-Nawaz of us-
ing money to defame polit-
ical rivals.

Abbasi, PM till 2018
Meanwhile, the PML-N on
Friday dropped plans to
bring in Mr. Sharif ’s brother
Shahbaz Sharif as new Prime
Minister within 45 days, as
planned earlier. Mr. Abbasi
would remain Prime Minis-
ter till 2018 elections. In a
decision taken on Thursday
at the party’s meet in Mur-
ree, it was decided that Mr.
Shahbaz Sharif will continue
to serve as Chief Minister of
Punjab Province.

Pak. PM backs probe against Imran 
PTI leader is accused of sending obscene messages to party’s women activists 

Agence France-Press

Islamabad 

The President’s son. The
President’s wife. A radical
television-show host who
appears in a red military
beret and broadcasts embar-
rassing recordings of Oppos-
ition politicians secretly
taped by Venezuelan intelli-
gence agents.

All are among Venezuela’s
newest leaders, and the gov-
ernment said they will take
their seats on Friday. A 545-
member body, known as the
Constituent Assembly, has
been created to rewrite the
nation’s Constitution and
govern Venezuela with virtu-
ally unlimited authority until
they finish their work.

The 545-member met on
Friday and unanimously
elected well-known allies of
President Nicolas Maduro to
its leadership in a show of
unity, signalling that the so-
cialists have put aside differ-
ences to focus on consolidat-
ing the all-powerful body.

Consolidating power
It is the culmination of an
ambitious plan by the gov-
ernment to consolidate
power. In a contentious elec-
tion on Sunday, Mr. Maduro
instructed Venezuelans to
choose delegates from a list
of trusted allies of the gov-
erning party. Voters were
not given the option of re-

jecting the plan.
The Assembly includes

representatives for
Venezuelans from all walks
of life — fishermen, farmers,
students, oil workers — as
well as hundreds of local del-
egates from every municip-
ality. Many are neophytes
who have never held polit-
ical office before. But if there
is one thing that seems to
unite them, it is a will to
stifle political dissent.

“There is no possibility
that the Opposition will gov-
ern this country,” Diosdado
Cabello, a former military
chief who is one of the
group’s most powerful mem-
bers, said Wednesday night
on state television. Mr. Ca-
bello looked into the camera
and then added, “Mark my
words — no possibility.”

Many details on how the
Assembly will function still
remain unclear. But experts
expected it to be led by an
Assembly president, and
representatives could be di-
vided into committees to
write the Constitution.

Challenges for Maduro?
However, analysts say the
Assembly could also create
challenges for Mr. Maduro
himself, particularly in his
long power struggle against
Mr. Cabello, the former mil-
itary chief. 

Mr. Cabello, who assisted
Chávez in a failed govern-
ment overthrow in 1992, was
passed over for the presid-
ency by Chávez shortly be-
fore his death in 2013. He
has remained a rival to Mr.
Maduro since. NYT

Venezuela’s new Assembly
unites to bolster government 
Constituent Assembly will write a new Constitution 
NICHOLAS CASEY

ANA VANESSA HERRERO

BOGOTÁ 

Dissenting members: Opposition lawmakers protest during an
Assembly session in Caracas earlier in the week. * AP

A federal appeals court on
Friday threw out the
murder conviction of an ex-
Blackwater security guard
and ordered three of his
former colleagues to be re-
sentenced in the high-pro-
file prosecution stemming
from the massacre of 14 un-
armed Iraqi civilians at a
Baghdad traffic circle in
2007. The U.S. Court of Ap-
peals for the District of
Columbia Circuit ordered a
new trial after tossing out
the murder conviction of
former security contractor
Nicholas Slatten.

The three-judge panel
said Slatten should have
had a separate trial instead
of being tried alongside his
former colleagues. At a
new trial, Slatten would be
able to introduce evidence
that one of his co-defend-
ants had fired the first shot.

Separately, the court
said Paul Slough, Dustin
Heard and Evan Liberty,
who were all convicted of
manslaughter and other of-
fences over their respective
roles in the incident,
should be re-sentenced be-
cause their 30-year prison
terms were too long.

The Sept. 16, 2007, incid-
ent stood out for its brutal-
ity and sparked debate over
the role of private contract-
ors working for the govern-
ment in war zones.

Iraq deaths:
Conviction
quashed

Reuters

Washington

A Chinese court on Friday
sentenced the ex-Commun-
ist Party chief of a rust-belt
Province to life imprison-
ment for accepting bribes
worth more than $22 mil-
lion. A court in the central
city of Luoyang handed
down the sentence to Wang
Min, the former party leader
of Liaoning Province, after
convicting him of bribery,
corruption and negligence
of duty, the official People’s

Daily newspaper said. 
Wang was accused of ac-

cepted money and valuables
worth more than 146 million
yuan ($22 million) and abus-
ing his power when he
served as a senior official in
Jilin and Liaoning Provinces
between 2004 and 2016,
state media reported. 

Allegations of electoral
fraud led to the removal of
many of the Liaoning legis-
lature’s nearly 600 members
in September last year. 

President Xi Jinping has

made fighting corruption a
hallmark of his administra-
tion in an effort to bolster his
legitimacy. In 2016 alone,
prosecutions were re-
portedly launched against
48 officials at the provincial
level and above. 

In June, the former head
of China’s statistics bureau
was sentenced to life in
prison after being convicted
of taking bribes equivalent
to more than $22 million
over more than two dec-
ades. 

China’s ex-provincial leader gets
life imprisonment over bribes
Associated Press

Beijing

This was once one of the
safest parts of Mexico, a
place where people fleeing
the nation’s infamous drug
battles would come for sanc-
tuary. Now, officials here in
Tecomán, a quiet farming
town in the coastal State of
Colima, barely shrug when
two murders occur within
hours of each other. It’s just
not that uncommon any
more. Last year, the town be-
came the deadliest municip-
ality in all of Mexico, with a
homicide rate similar to a
war zone’s, according to an
independent analysis of gov-
ernment data. This year it is
on track to double that fig-
ure, making it perhaps the
most glaring example of a
nationwide crisis.

1,00,000 deaths in 2017
Mexico is reaching its deadli-
est point in decades. Even
with more than 1,00,000
deaths, 30,000 people miss-
ing and billions of dollars
tossed into the furnace of
Mexico’s decade-long fight
against organised crime, the
flames have not died down.
By some measures, they are

only getting worse. The last
couple of months have set
particularly ominous re-
cords: More homicide scenes
have emerged across Mexico
than at any point since the
nation began keeping track
20 years ago.

Their increasing fre-
quency points to an alarm-
ing rise in violence between
warring cartels. Criminal
groups are even sweeping
into parts of Mexico that
used to be secure, creating a
flood of killings that, by
some tallies, is surpassing
the carnage experienced
during the peak of the drug

war in 2011. “What is hap-
pening here is happening in
the entire State, the entire
country,” said José Guada-
lupe García Negrete, the
Mayor of Tecomán. “It’s like
a cancer.”

For President Enrique
Peña Nieto, the torrent is
much more than a rebuke of
the government’s efforts to
fight organised crime. It is a
fundamental challenge to his
guiding narrative: that Mex-
ico is moving well beyond
the shackles of violence and
insecurity. 

The government says it
has taken violence as seri-

ously as anything else. But
the rise in homicides comes
from many forces, it says:
the weakness of local and
State police, the fracturing of
criminal groups after their
leaders have been arrested,
the increase in demand for
drugs in the United States
and the flow of money and
weapons it sends back to
Mexico. But, faced with the
surging homicides, govern-
ment officials have also put
forward a new culprit to
help explain them: the
sweeping legal reforms pur-
sued by their predecessors.

Begun in 2008 and com-
pleted last year with the help
of more than $300 million in
U.S. aid, the new legal sys-
tem is widely considered the
most important change to
Mexican jurisprudence in a
century. The government’s
monthly statistics, which
date back to 1997, suggest a
hard road ahead. 

The data tracks crime
scenes, where one, two or
ten killings may have oc-
curred. May and June, the
latest months available, set
consecutive records for the
most homicide scenes in the
last 20 years. NYT

Mexico’s deadliest town reels under crime
Tecomán’s high homicide rates represent a nationwide crisis
Azam Ahmed

Tecomán

Gang war: Two police o�cers detain a man after a car chase in
Tecomán, Mexico, in July. * NYT

Mexican drug lord Joaquin
‘El Chapo’ Guzman is
claiming that his extradi-
tion to the United States
was illegal and wants a U.S.
judge to dismiss his case.

Guzman, 60, accused of
running the Sinaloa cartel
— one of the world’s biggest
drug empires — was extra-
dited to New York on Janu-
ary 19, and is being held in
solitary confinement in
Manhattan, pending trial
next April.

But in a new court filing,
his public defender law-
yers say his extradition vi-
olated the terms of Mex-
ico’s initial agreement to
send Guzman to either
Texas or California, and vi-
olated the Mexico-U.S. ex-
tradition treaty.

They also allege that had
Mexico known of “the ex-
traordinarily harsh condi-
tions” of his U.S. confine-
ment, it would never have
signed off on his
extradition.

Federal Judge Brian
Cogan has yet to rule on
the request.

El Chapo
seeks release
from prison
Agence France-Presse

New York

Israel’s Supreme Court has
said gay people have the
right to become parents
through surrogacy, giving
campaigners hope of
amending legislation that
makes only a man and wo-
man eligible. However, a fi-
nal ruling has been delayed
for six months.

Assistant Chief Justice
Salim Joubran on Thursday
told gay couples, single wo-
men and advocacy groups
who petitioned the court
that it was time for “widen-
ing access to surrogacy in Is-
rael to additional family
units which are not in-
cluded today”, according to
documents seen by AFP.

Right to become parents 
“I find it hard to agree with a
situation which prevents
single people and same-sex
couples fulfilling their right
to become parents through
surrogacy agreements,” he
said.

“I myself cannot see any
justice in giving preference

to heterosexual parenting
over same-sex parenting,”
added Justice Joubran,
whose comments in court
came the same day as thou-
sands attended a Gay Pride
parade under police protec-
tion in the religiously con-
servative city of Jerusalem.

But Justice Joubran, in his
last decision before retiring
from the bench, postponed
for six months a ruling on
the suit, in order to allow a
new draft law, currently be-
fore parliament, to be final-
ised. “The time is not yet
ripe to rule on the petitions
in light of the legislative pro-
cess in process in Parlia-
ment,” he said.

Israel’s SC comes out
for gay surrogacy 

Final ruling likely in six months 

Agence France-Presse

Jerusalem

An annual Gay Pride parade
in Jerusalem, Israel, held on
Thursday. * GETTY IMAGES

Special counsel Robert
Mueller has convened a
grand jury to investigate
the alleged collusion
between the Trump
campaign and Russia,
reports said, suggesting
that his probe is
expanding to focus on
financial crimes. 

The Wall Street
Journal, which first
reported the news, said
this was a sign that Mr.
Mueller’s inquiry was
growing in intensity and
entering a new phase. A
CNN report said that the
probe has now widened
to focus on possible
financial crimes.

The impanelling of a
grand jury means that
Mr. Mueller could be
expected to hear from
witnesses and demand
documents in the
coming weeks,
American media reports
said.

Mueller

expands

Russia probe 

Agence France-Presse 

Washington 
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1813.35. . . . . . . . . 2.75

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 406.65. . . . . . . . -0.70

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 277.45. . . . . . . . . 5.35

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1157.30. . . . . . . 11.20

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 725.30. . . . . . -16.00

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 508.10. . . . . . . . . 2.10

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2874.65. . . . . . . 40.40

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 158.95. . . . . . . . . 0.75

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 420.90. . . . . . . . -3.30

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24560.20. . . -289.35

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 517.90. . . . . . . 27.90

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 568.70. . . . . . . 11.55

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 249.20. . . . . . . . . 7.45

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2239.55. . . . . . -84.40

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 31637.25. . . . . 911.20

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 377.75. . . . . . . . . 7.20

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 890.65. . . . . . . 14.90

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1731.35. . . . . . . . -5.40

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1790.25. . . . . . . 10.30

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3956.55. . . . . 118.20

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 225.25. . . . . . . . . 4.30

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1192.10. . . . . . . 22.20

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1213.20. . . . . . . 13.45

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 296.25. . . . . . . . . 0.55

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1664.70. . . . . . . 19.50

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 406.55. . . . . . . . . 2.60

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 983.75. . . . . . . . -0.25

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 418.95. . . . . . . 31.90

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 280.75. . . . . . . . -0.65

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 996.20. . . . . . . . -0.20

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1175.85. . . . . . . . . 1.10

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 992.80. . . . . . . . -0.60

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1418.05. . . . . . . . . 1.55

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7770.30. . . . . . . 32.90

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 177.35. . . . . . . . . 4.80

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 166.40. . . . . . . . . 0.70

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 224.60. . . . . . . . . 1.65

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1622.15. . . . . . -27.95

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 305.25. . . . . . . . . 4.70

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 506.40. . . . . . . . -9.45

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 435.60. . . . . . . . . 4.15

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 255.00. . . . . . . . . 1.40

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.25. . . . . . . . -2.40

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 575.85. . . . . . . 16.55

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2522.80. . . . . . . 33.35

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 409.00. . . . . . . . . 1.85

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4081.35. . . . . . . . -3.05

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 288.85. . . . . . . . . 8.90

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 289.40. . . . . . . . . 0.30

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1807.95. . . . . . . 22.50

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 541.85. . . . . . . . . 1.90

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 04

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.38. . . . . . . 63.70

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.24. . . . . . . 75.62

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 83.28. . . . . . . 83.70

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.56. . . . . . . 57.85

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.43. . . . . . . . . 9.48

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.45. . . . . . . 65.78

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.71. . . . . . . 46.97

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 50.38. . . . . . . 50.64

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.81. . . . . . . 14.90

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

August 04 rates in rupees with previ-
ous rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 41.10. . . . . (40.60)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,730. . . . . (2,711)

market watch

04-08-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,325 ddddddddddddddd0.27 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 63.58 ddddddddddddddd0.17

Gold ddddddddddddddddddddddddddd 29,620 ddddddddddddddd0.65

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 52.41 ddddddddddddd-0.57

Retailers and consumer
goods companies could un-
lock $2.95 trillion in value
for the industry and con-
sumers over the next decade
by accelerating digital trans-
formation, says a report by
Accenture Strategy.

According to the report,
the retail and consumer
goods industries will change
more in the next 10 years
than they have over the past
40.

Eight technologies
The report said eight techno-
logies are expected to play a
key role through 2025, im-
pacting all major areas of the
value chain: like Internet of
Things, autonomous
vehicles/drones, artificial in-
telligence/machine learning,
robotics, digital traceability,
3D printing, augmented real-
ity/virtual reality and
blockchain.

“Adapting business mod-
els to accommodate these
new trends could be highly
profitable, with ₹2.95 trillion
of potential value for the in-
dustry and consumers,” the
report said.

The study identified cur-
rent consumer appetite for
new purchasing experi-
ences, the business models
that have the highest poten-
tial to unlock new value, and

how organisations and
policy makers can prepare
themselves. “Globally, as
well as in India, technology
has disrupted many facets of
the customer’s life. As con-
sumers crave for their own
unique experiences, com-
panies will have to re-visit
their business models and
continuously innovate,” said
Anurag Gupta, MD,Accen-
ture Strategy, India.

Retailers can unlock $2.95
trillion in value: Accenture
‘Accelerating digital transformation can change �rms’

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Third eye: Autonomous drones are among the eight
technologies expected to play a key role through 2025. * AFP

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley
on Friday announced the in-
troduction of Bharat 22, a
new exchange traded fund
(ETF) comprising 22 stocks
including Central Public Sec-
tor Enterprises (CPSEs), pub-
lic sector banks (PSBs), and
Specified Undertakings of
the Unit Trust of India
(SUUTI).

“The earlier ETF, the
CPSE ETF, had many energy
companies,” Mr. Jaitley said.
“Bharat 22 is a well-diversi-
fied ETF spanning six sectors
— basic materials, energy,
finance, FMCG, industrials,
and utilities.”

Focus on performance
“While selecting the con-
stituent, we tried to ensure
that the Bharat 22 Index
would be better performing
than the previous indices,”
Department of Investment

and Public Asset Manage-
ment (DIPAM) Secretary
Neeraj Kumar Gupta said at
the press conference. The
CPSE ETF had raised ₹8,500
crore last year.

ICICI Prudential would be
the ETF Manager and Asia
Index Private Ltd. would be
the Index Provider.

In his latest Budget
speech, Mr. Jaitley had said
that the government would
be using ETFs to bolster its
disinvestment efforts.

“In 2016-17, the revised
disinvestment target was
₹45,500 crore and the gov-
ernment realised ₹46,247
crore,” Mr. Jaitley said during

the press conference on Fri-
day. “This comprised CPSE,
strategic disinvestment, and
income from SUUTI. This
year, the target was set at
₹72,500 crore and we have
realised ₹9,300 so far.”

The weightage in the
Bharat 22 Index given to ba-
sic materials is 4.4%, energy
17.5%, finance 20.3%, FMCG
15.2%, industrials 22.6%, and
utilities 20%. The banking
segment includes stocks
from State Bank of India,
Axis Bank, Bank of Baroda,
Indian Bank, Rural Electrific-
ation Corporation, and
Power Finance Corporation.

The energy segment in-
cludes Oil and Natural Gas
Corporation, Indian Oil Cor-
poration, Bharat Petroleum,
and Coal India.

“Globally ETF assets have
grown significantly,” Mr. Jait-
ley said. “Globally today
there are $4 trillion worth of
assets under management

(AUM). These are expected
to touch $7 trillion by 2021.”

Boost for Indian Bank
“The inclusion of Indian
Bank in the ETF will give a
boost to our valuation,’’ as-
serted its MD and CEO Kis-
hor Kharat. “One good thing
is that Navratna companies
are put into ETF. If the In-
dian Bank is part of it, our
status will go up,’’ he said. 

Investors often sought to
know the government’s stake
in the bank, he said. “When
we go to raise equity in the
market, it is always a con-
cern for many investors as to
how much the government is
holding in the bank. The
market always wants the gov-
ernment holding to come
down in public sector banks.
Our financial parameters are
improving and if the govern-
ment holding comes down,
investors will get more at-
tracted,’’ he said.

Centre starts ETF for PSUs, lenders
‘Bharat 22’ is a diversi�ed fund comprising 22 State-owned enterprises, public sector banks: Jaitley 

New avatar: Finance Minister Arun Jaitley with DIPAM
Secretary Neeraj Kumar Gupta at the press conference. * PTI

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Mahindra & Mahindra Ltd.
(M&M) and MVML said net
profit for the first quarter of
FY18 declined 20% on lower
sales of its automobiles,
mainly utility vehicles and
one-time Goods & Services
Tax (GST) transition impact
of ₹144 crore.

For the first quarter
ended June 30, 2017, M&M
and Mahindra Vehicle Man-
ufacturers Ltd. (MVML) re-
ported a net profit of ₹766
crore against ₹955 crore in
the year-earlier period.

Total income of M&M and
MVML during the quarter
rose 3% to ₹12,540 crore
from ₹12,160 crore.

During the quarter, auto-
mobile sales declined by
3.8% while tractor sales rose
13.2%. All its export mar-
kets, excluding Bangladesh,
faced issues impacting its
automobile export business,
the company said.

The automobile industry
was impacted due to trans-
ition to GST as vehicle sales
declined in anticipation of
price reduction by buyers.
There were taxation prob-
lems also.

“Due to unavailability of
input credit for certain taxes
paid as well as due to tract-
ors being exempt from ex-
cise duty in the earlier re-
gime, the company, to
ensure minimum impact for

customers, has made a pro-
vision to support dealers in
respect of duty paid of
goods lying with them
amounting to ₹144 crore,”
said VS Parthasarathy,
group chief financial officer,
M&M.

“So, on a PBT level, we
have taken a hit of ₹144
crore and on PAT level, a hit
of ₹91 crore,” he said.

Bharat Gianani, a re-
search analyst with
Sharekhan, said the operat-
ing results were in line with
expectation as the margins
were impacted by higher
raw material costs and GST-
related dealer compensa-
tion. 

“Higher depreciation and
taxation led to double digit
decline in net profit,” he ad-
ded. 

‘Reviving volumes’
Mr. Gianani said, “Going
ahead, new launches in the
utility vehicle and light com-
mercial vehicle segment
should revive volumes.”

“The first quarter was an
eventful quarter due to BS
III ban and GST transition,”
said Dr. Pawan Goenka,
managing director, M&M.

“Our tractor division per-
formed well. The light com-
mercial and heavy commer-
cial vehicles business did
reasonably well. However,
we have lost market share in
UV,” he said.

Mahindra & Mahindra
Q1 pro�t declines 20%
Lower sales, GST rollout hit margins

Lalatendu Mishra

MUMBAI

Steering ahead: During the �rst quarter, tractor sales rose
13.2%, while automobile sales declined by 3.8%. * REUTERS

Essar Ports has signed a 30-
year concession agreement
with the Government of
Mozambique to develop a
new coal terminal at Beira
Port as part of a Public
Private Partnership (PPP)
project.

The project will be ex-
ecuted through a subsidiary,
New Coal Terminal Beira,
SA (NCTB SA), which is a
joint venture between Essar
(which will own 70%) and
Portos e Caminhos de Ferro
de Moçambique (CFM)
(which will own 30%).

“It will not only boost
coal exports from Mozambi-
que and strengthen its eco-
nomy, but also deliver signi-
ficant direct and indirect

benefits,” said Rajiv Agar-
wal, CEO and managing dir-
ector, Essar Ports, on the
development.

The project will enhance
the coal handling capacity
of Mozambique by 20 mil-
lion tonnes per annum
(MTPA) in two phases of 10
MTPA each, said a company
statement.

Essar arm to build coal
terminal at Beira Port 

To boost Mozambique’s coal exports

Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Rajiv Agarwal

The Goods and Services Tax
Council (GST Council) will
meet on Saturday, only the
second time it is doing so
since the rollout of the re-
gime on July 1, and may dis-
cuss the progress of the new
tax system. 

Anti-profiteering
The meeting is likely to dis-
cuss the rules and imple-
mentation of anti-profiteer-
ing provisions and
e-waybills. Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley had hinted in
Parliament that the GST
Council would take up the
implementation of the anti-
profiteering provisions of

the GST. “One of the core
agenda items will be review-
ing the implementation, and
they would have identified
the issues that would have
cropped up that they have to
settle,” said Bhavesh
Chandra, senior consultant,

Taxmann, one of the author-
ised GST Suvidha Providers.
“They may discuss the e-
waybill implementation as
well. The CBEC (Central
Board of Excise and Cus-
toms) chairperson has con-
firmed that goods have been
transported smoothly and
that it is time to move to a
better system,” he said. 

“About 25 states have re-
moved those check posts. So
far, it has been going all
right,” Vanaja Sarna, CBEC
Chairperson, reportedly
said on Friday. “As the e-
waybill process for the
whole of India gets panned
out, we should be able to do
something which will be
better.”

Likely to discuss anti-pro�teering provisions

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

About 25 States have
removed tax check posts.

GST Council meet may
review implementation

For the first time, the Rail-
ways Ministry has signed
nine EPC (engineering, pro-
curement, construction)
contracts for electrification
of railway lines at a cost of
₹2,800 crore.

This is part of a strategy to
speed up the electrification
of railway lines(only 42% of
the lines are currently elec-
trified). Prime Minister Nar-
endra Modi set a target to
double this in five years and
this year’s Budget had an-
nounced the Railways would
tap the EPC route for exped-
iting electrification projects.

The first EPC contract
worth ₹1,050 crore was
awarded to private sector
engineering major L&T for

electrifying 781 route kilo-
metres while eight more
such pacts worth ₹746 crore
had been signed by zonal
railways with public sector
firms. These pertain to elec-
trifying 1,735 route kilo-
metres of railway lines.

The Railways expects to
cut its fuel bill by ₹3,300
crore annually by 2020-21,
when it hoped to electrify
90% of all broad gauge
tracks.

’Modernisation’
Railway Minister Suresh
Prabhu said the electrifica-
tion mission, unveiled last
November, was not just
about energy saving but also
modernisation of the utility.

“This will result in higher
speed, help seamless travel
and must be viewed together
with the other ancillary
measures taken such as con-
verting all metre gauge lines
to broad gauge and retro-fit-
ting 40,000 coaches and
rolling stock,” the Railways
Minister said.

L&T signs ₹1,050 crore EPC
contract with railways
Zonal railways ink similar pacts with public sector �rms

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Railways hopes to electrify
90% of all broad gauge
tracks by 2020-21.

Jignesh Shah, who was
chairman of Financial
Technologies India Ltd.
(FTIL) when the ₹5,600
crore settlement scam at
the National Spot Exchange
Ltd. (NSEL) came to light,
said no director of FTIL or
MCX had traded on the
basis of insider informa-
tion, disputing the conclu-
sion reached by the Secur-
ities and Exchange Board
of India (SEBI) to justify its
recent order.

“The heart of it [SEBI or-
der] is unpublished price
sensitive information,” Mr.
Shah told reporters. The
information on NSEL being
issued show cause notice
had been in the public do-
main and hence, could not
be called “unpublished”,
he contended.

Shah rebuts
SEBI’s insider
trading rap
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI

The Securities and Ex-
change Board of India
(SEBI) has made it mandat-
ory for companies to dis-
close default on the pay-
ment of interest or
repayment of principal to
banks or financial institu-
tions within a day.

In a circular on Friday,
SEBI said while current
regulations require listed
firms to disclose delay or
default in payment of in-
terest/principal on debt se-
curities, there is no such
requirement when loans
are taken from banks or
financial institutions.
“Many banks are presently
under considerable stress
on account of large loans to
the corporate sector turn-
ing into stressed assets/
NPAs. Some companies
have also been taken up for
initiation of insolvency and
bankruptcy proceedings,”
it said. The new norms will
take effect from October 1.

Report loan
defaults in 
a day: SEBI
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI
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IN BRIEF

Andhra Bank Q1 net
jumps 30% to ₹40.4 cr.
HYDERABAD

Andhra Bank reported a 30%

jump in �rst-quarter net

pro�t at ₹40.4 crore,

compared with the ₹31.1

crore it had posted a year

earlier. Non-performing

assets increased in the three

months ended June 30, with

the gross NPA ratio rising to

13.3%, from 10.3% in the

year-earlier period. Total

income rose 6.18% to

₹5,155.21 crore. Interest

income in the quarter was

₹4,402 crore (₹4,372 crore). 

Chinese castings may
face anti-dumping duty 
NEW DELHI

The Centre may impose

anti-dumping duty on

castings for wind-operated

power generators from China

to guard domestic players

from below-cost imports.

Larsen & Toubro �led before

the Directorate General of

Anti-dumping and Allied

Duties (DGAD) for an anti-

dumping probe into imports

of a certain type of castings

for wind-operated electricity

generators exported from

China. Dumped imports had

caused “material injury,” a

DGAD noti�cation said. PTI

Korean car maker Hyundai
Motor India Ltd., (HMIL),
which ceded market share in
the mid-size sedan segment
to rivals including Maruti su-
zuki and Honda, aims to re-
capture ground with a new
Verna boasting enhanced
safety and performance fea-
tures, a top official said. 

Tough competition
“Till 2011-13, we dominated
the mid-size sedan segment.
But in 2014, we lost out to
our competitors as they
came out with new ver-
sions,” said Y.K. Koo, man-
aging director and CEO,
HMIL. 

Currently, HMIL is selling
700 units of existing Verna in
the domestic market and
hopes to catch up with
Maruti Ciaz, Honda City, VW

Vento and Skoda Rapid, with
advanced and safety fea-
tures, futuristic design, dy-
namic performance, and
new technology.

R&D effort
“We have invested ₹1,040
crore on building this world
-class product. Our R&D
centres in Korea, Chennai

and Hyderabad have put ex-
treme efforts to make this a
world-class sedan for
product supremacy and ut-
most customer satisfaction,”
he said. 

The new Verna has been
developed on a K2 platform
with super body structure
frame built out of 50% ad-
vanced high strength steel. 

The pre-bookings have
started and are on till August
21. The first 10,000 units will
be delivered before Diwali.
The vehicle comes with a 1.6-
litre engine in petrol and
diesel versions. It could be
priced below ₹10 lakh for the
low and mid-size variants.

HMIL also plans to start
exporting the Verna from
2018 to West Asia, Europe,
Latin America and other
Asian markets.

Mr. Koo said Hyundai Mo-
tor India would produce
4,500 units of Verna per
month. “In the domestic
market, we will sell about
50,000 to 60,000 units dur-
ing 2018.”

“Verna has a rich legacy
and has strong presence in
more than 66 countries for
over 8.8 million customers
across the world and 3.17
lakh units in India,” he said.

Hyundai eyes sedan share
with safety-focussed Verna
Aims to regain ground in mid-sized sedan market from rivals such as Honda, VW

Shifting gear: The new car is a result of combined e�orts of
Hyundai’s R&D in Korea, Chennai and Hyderabad, says Koo.

Special Correspondent

CHENNAI

Berger Paints India Ltd. has
lined up investments for two
of its units in West Bengal,
making it the first such dose
of capital to flow into the
State, from where the com-
pany began its journey
nearly a century ago. “We
are planning two doses of in-
vestment totalling ₹60 crore
for our units in Howrah and
Rishra,” said MD and CEO
Abhijit Roy. The Rishra in-
vestment would include a
₹22 crore investment for its
first plant for making colour-
ants on which BIL spends
₹100 crore annually. 

Production in 2018 
The 2,640-kilolitre plant will
start production by early
2018 entailing an initial 10%
savings on input cost, ac-
cording to Mr. Roy. 

The balance amount
would go for the emulsion

unit in Howrah. A company
official said that this invest-
ment could have been
doubled had the company
got about two more acres for
the unit. These investments
have come on the back of
improved demand for paint
in this region and are part of
the ₹200-crore capital in-
vestment for the entire year.

Mr. Roy said that raw ma-
terial prices (titanium diox-
ide and monomer), after in-
creasing by 9% last fiscal,
had stabilised now and the

company was looking at in-
creased profitability for the
rest of the fiscal year. “We
took two prices increases
totalling 5.5% — one in
March and another in May
2017,” Mr. Roy said. GST roll-
out also will not impact the
company substantially as its
tax rates were now 28%
against 27.6 earlier. 

Berger’s first quarter res-
ults announced on Friday
showed an 8.8 % increase in
its operational revenue,
which rose to ₹1,262.5 crore
and a 7.8% drop in its net
profit for the period ending
June 30, 2017. Costs of ma-
terials consumed increased
by 17% during the quarter. 

Mr. Roy said this was
mainly due to the fact that
the May price rise came a
month after the peak April
month for sales. This hit,
alongside de-stocking on ac-
count of GST in June, also
dented the bottom line. 

First major investment in West Bengal nearly after a decade 

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Abhijit Roy

Berger Paints plans ₹60 cr.
for Howrah, Rishra units 

Online recruitment in July
rose to a high of 13% this
year, compared with the
same month the previous
year, led by home appli-
ances, banking, financial
and insurance services sec-
tors, according to an ana-
lysis by an online career and
recruitment firm, Monster
India.

Home appliances sector
led all monitored industry
groups charting a 49%
growth. Banking, financial
and insurance sectors grew
43% and consumer goods
surged 34%, according to

Monster Employment Index.
Of the 27 industry sectors
monitored by the index, 19
saw increased demand.

Digital disruption
“India is on the verge of
transformation due to digital
disruption and implementa-
tion of GST as a major eco-
nomic reform,” Sanjay Modi,
Managing Director, Monster-
.com, APAC & Middle-East
said in a statement posted
on the firm’s website. 

“This has led to a positive
trend in online recruitment
activity. The Monster Em-
ployment Index for July has
captured this sentiment and

reported an uptrend of 13%
y-o-y growth in hiring, the
highest recorded this year.” 

“Banking, financial ser-
vices and insurance sector
has moved to a higher
growth trajectory owing to
digital disruption. However,
e-recruitment in manufac-
turing has continued to be
significantly below the cor-
responding period a year-
ago. This necessitates strong
policy impetus to develop
manufacturing sector,” he
said. 

In production and manu-
facturing, the rate of decline
eased from -22% in June 2017
to -14% in July 2017. 

However, manufacturing sector continues to lag

Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

Online recruitment rises in
July, says Monster India

Flat revenue growth and
rising expenses combined to
pull down net profit at the
Chennai-based tyre major
MRF Ltd. for the quarter
ended June 30, 2017.

MRF reported a profit
after tax of ₹106.53 crore for
the quarter ended June 2017,
down from ₹490.93 crore in
the year-earlier period. It re-
ported a total income of
₹4,060.93 crore for the
quarter under review
(₹3,955.93 crore). 

Expenses rose to
₹3,926.31 crore from
₹3,244.45 crore.

The increased expenses
were primarily due to
bloated material cost, which

had increased to ₹2,340.28
crore (₹1,725.45 crore) dur-
ing the June quarter. 

Profit before tax stood at
₹134.62 crore (₹.711.48 crore).
After providing ₹11.40 crore
(₹193 crore) for current tax
and ₹16.69 crore (₹27.55

crore) for deferred tax, the
net profit came down to
₹106.53 crore for the quarter
under review.

The stock declined 2.57%
to close at ₹67,400 on the
BSE on Friday.

‘Stressed environment’
Koshy K Varghese, executive
vice-president (Marketing) of
MRF, felt that the June report
card should be read in the
context of a stressed envir-
onment. 

The de-stocking resorted
to by the dealers ahead of
GST (Goods and Services
Tax) implementation and
the cut-back in offtake by
OEMs (original equipment
manufacturers) had all com-
bined to impact the top line,

he said. Inability to pass on
the increased material cost,
especially that of rubber,
had hurt the bottom line, he
added. 

‘Turbulent times’
Addressing the shareholders
earlier here on Friday, K.M.
Mammen, chairman and
managing director, pointed
to the turbulent times within
and outside the country.
Trends towards increased ra-
dialisation of commercial
vehicles and capacity consol-
idation “will lead to fierce
on-ground competition for
market share in various seg-
ments of the tyre industry,
with heavy investment in
brand and marketing promo-
tions by all players,” he said. 

Rising costs drag down MRF net
Mammen warns of ‘�erce’ competition in various segments of the tyre industry

K.T. Jagannathan

CHENNAI

K.M. Mammen

Power Grid net rises 14%
on transmission revenue 
BENGALURU

Power Grid Corporation

under the Ministry of Power

posted a 14% increase in net

pro�t for the �rst quarter

ended June 30, 2017. The net

pro�t was ₹2,052.4 crore

versus ₹1,802 crore in the

year-earlier period. Total

income at the 'Navratna' �rm

grew by 18% to ₹7,930

crore. Transmission segment

revenue rose 16% to ₹6,830

crore, while consultancy and

telecom revenue surged 75%

and 27% respectively.
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Anderson eyes Ashes glory
after Old Trafford honour
MANCHESTER

England’s James Anderson

insisted he wanted to win the

Ashes again after an end at

his Old Trafford home ground

was renamed in his honour. 

“I’m blown away, really, by

the gesture from the club. It

is something that usually

happens when people have

stopped playing or are

further down the line.I’d like

to win the Ashes again. I

think this team can achieve

great things in the next

couple of years and I’d like to

be around to be a part of it ,”

Anderson said. AFP

IN BRIEF

Prannoy and Sourabh exit
in last eight
AUCKLAND

India’s campaign at the New

Zealand Open GP Gold

badminton enede on Friday

with H.S. Prannoy and

Sourabh Verma crashing out

in the quarterfinals. 

Fourth-seeded Prannoy was

stunned 21-10, 20-22, 23-121

by Chinese Taipei’s 11th seed

Lin Yu Hsie while seventh

seed Sourabh went down

tamely to unseeded Lee

Cheuk Yiu of Hong Kong

21-19, 21-16. PTI

Joshna-Dipika pair 
enters semifinals
MANCHESTER

Joshna Chinappa and Dipika

Pallikal made it to the

women’s doubles semifinals

in the WSF-World doubles

squash championship. The

second seeds beat the

Canadian combination of

Samantha Cornett and Nikole

Todd 10-11, 11-6, 11-8.

However, the mixed doubles

pairs of Saurav Ghosal-Dipika

and Vikram Malhotra-Joshna

bowed out in the

quarterfinals.

While the former lost to the

top-seeded Kiwi duo of Paul

Coll and Joelle King 11-7,

10-11, 11-9, Vikram and

Joshna fell to the Australian

combination of David Palmer

and Rachael Grinham 8-11,

11-9, 11-9.

Sri Lanka vs India: 2nd Test,
Sony Six, Sony Six HD, Sony
TEN 3 & Sony TEN 3 HD, 10
a.m.
World athletics champion-
ships: SS Select 2 & Select 2
HD, 2.30 p.m. & 11.30 p.m.
England vs South Africa:
4th Test, SS Select 1 & Select
1 HD, 3.30 p.m.
Boxing: Battleground Asia:
Sony TEN 1, Sony TEN 3 &
Sony TEN 1 HD & Sony TEN 3
HD, 6.30 p.m. (onwards) 

TV PICKS

England suffered a setback
just before stumps on the
first day of the fourth Test at
Old Trafford when Ben
Stokes was bowled by Kagiso
Rabada for a well-made 58.

England was 260 for six at
stumps, with Jonny Bairstow
batting on 33 and Toby Ro-
land-Jones yet to score. 

Earlier, South Africa
struck three times after
lunch as England went to
Tea at 147 for four.

Alastair Cook and Tom
Westley looked well set for
the afternoon session with
the sunshine finally break-
ing through the dark clouds.

But half an hour after the
re-start, spinner Keshav Ma-
haraj got reward for his per-
sistence when he tempted
Cook into a drive and his
edge was snaffled up by
wicketkeeper Quinton de
Kock. Cook had made 46
from 103 deliveries and the
celebrations from the South
African fielders emphasised
the value of his wicket.

England was 92 for three
and in need of some consol-
idation which it received
with skipper Joe Root and
Dawid Malan building a 52-

run partnership. But shortly
before tea, Malan (18)
chased a wide delivery from
Morne Morkel, flashing an
edge to Faf du Plessis at
second slip.

Post-lunch strikes
jolt England 
Reuters

MANCHESTER

Ben Stokes. * REUTERS

Batsmen pitched tents and
refused to budge. Spinners
wove a web and inflicted
claustrophobia. The familiar
tropes of Indian dominance
on sub-continental pitches
were in vogue as Virat Kohli’s
men, after declaring their
first innings at 622 for nine,
restricted Sri Lanka to 50 for
two on day two of the second
Test at the Sinhalese Sports
Club here on Friday. 

R. Ashwin scalped Upul
Tharanga and Dimuth Kar-
unaratne. The former aghast
upon seeing K.L. Rahul pluck
a fortuitous catch at short-
leg, while the latter edged to
Ajinkya Rahane at first slip.
Sri Lanka skipper Dinesh
Chandimal slog-swept a six
off Ashwin and it was the
lone streak of rebellion in a
script that overwhelmingly
favours India. 

Trailing the visitor by 572
runs, the host is resigned to
play catch-up for the re-
mainder of the contest. It is a
difficult proposition and an
incensed local fan, who
shouted instructions from
beyond the ropes, begged to
differ as he kept exhorting
the Sri Lankan batsman to
stride forward and smother
the spin. Easier said than
done. 

Relentless

Resuming at the overnight
344 for three, India was re-
lentless and its lower-order
prospered. Centurions
Cheteshwar Pujara (133) and

Rahane (132) added only five
and 29 runs respectively to
their overnight scores, while
the tail cumulatively in-
creased the visitor’s total by
238 runs. 

Hamstrung by an injured
Nuwan Pradeep’s absence,
the Sri Lankan attack relied
entirely on spin. Against a
rival displaying immense bat-
ting depth, the host faced a
daunting challenge despite
the pitch promising some as-
sistance to the slow bowlers. 

When Pujara fell after
Chandimal’s men found suc-
cess through a review, Sri

Lanka may have fancied its
chances of slowing down In-
dia. Pujara’s dismissal ended
his 217-run fourth-wicket
partnership with Rahane and
left India on 350 for four.

What followed though was
a string of vital alliances that
delighted the Indians. The
subsequent fall of wickets
were delayed by partner-
ships yielding 63, 38, 45, 72,
30 and 24, and there were
three fifties too with Ashwin
(54), Wriddhiman Saha (67)
and Ravindra Jadeja (70 n.o.)
being the heroes. Chandimal
was so bereft of ideas and, at

one point, he stationed six
men on the fence!

After Pujara left, Rahane
and Ashwin motored on.
Ashwin, whose batting style
is reminiscent of V.V.S. Lax-
man, was solid. 

Meanwhile, Rahane fell in
trying to hoist Malinda Push-
pakumara. Beaten in the
flight, the batsman was left
stranded and Niroshan Dick-
wella had a lifetime to whip
the bails off. It was Pushpak-
umara’s maiden Test wicket. 

Ashwin and Saha then en-
sured that India had a hearty
appetite at lunch and the

score read 442 for five. After
the break, Ashwin lofted
Rangana Herath for a six to
reach his fifty and get past
2000 runs in Tests. His twin
joy was immediately
quashed as he tried to cut
the left-arm spinner and got
castled. 

India’s merry stroll contin-
ued as Hardik Pandya drilled
fours down the ground,
threatening the limbs and life
of the umpires. 

Pandya perished with a
miscued strike but a dogged
Saha and a belligerent Jadeja
aggravated Sri Lanka’s agony. 

There was a touch of swag-
ger when Jadeja pulled Dil-
ruwan Perera for six and in-
stantaneously froze his
bat-swing. 

After admiring his pose for
a few seconds, Jadeja
buckled down for a long
stint. He was dropped on 33
by Dhananjaya de Silva as he
failed to grab a reflex-catch in
his follow-through. And it
was time for Ceylon tea and
pastries with India omin-
ously placed at 553 for seven. 

In the last session, the In-
dian tail rained sixes while

losing Saha and Mohammed
Shami. 

The two also bolstered the
‘maximum-shots’ tally but
the most effervescent mo-
ment belonged to Jadeja. 

He reached his fifty and
indulged in his signature cel-
ebration — twirling his bat as
if it was a Rajput warrior’s
sword. 

Even after the declaration
was announced, Sri Lanka
was left searching for a toe-
hold and that could well be a
long quest.

Ashwin, Saha and Jadeja propel India past 600 
The o�-spinner’s twin strikes reduce Sri Lanka to 50 for two as the host keeps searching for a toe-hold in the second Test

INDIA IN LANKA

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

Colombo

Rubbing it in: Coming in at No. 9, Ravindra Jadeja piled on Sri Lanka’s misery with a quick�re, unbeaten 70. * REUTERS

Ajinkya Rahane emphasised
that a positive frame of mind
and fine footwork helped the
Indian batsmen counter Sri
Lankan spinners at Galle and
here. Rahane, whose ninth
Test hundred strengthened
India’s position, spoke to the
media on Friday. Excerpts:
The Herath challenge:
When we last played against
Sri Lanka (in 2015), espe-
cially after the Galle Test, we
decided that using footwork
against him was very import-
ant. 

In the first Test, Shikhar
(Dhawan) batted really well.
Throughout against (Ran-
gana) Herath and other spin-
ners we wanted to use our
feet. 

On this kind of a wicket
which is slow and dry, we
knew that if we use our feet
we will get more runs. We
knew by using our footwork,
we would get more runs on
the front as well as the
back-foot.
Walking in at 133 for 3: My
mind was completely blank.
I wanted to take my time ini-

tially but later on, we
thought if we dominate, we
could change the mo-
mentum. 

Here the challenge was
different; it was a spin-
friendly wicket and we knew
that if we get a good partner-
ship they will be on the back-
foot. 

That’s what actually
happened once (Chetesh-

war) Pujara and I got that
partnership.

Visualisation: It’s all about
the mindset. We knew that
Sri Lanka will give us a spin-
track. I was visualising about
the good shots on this wicket
and how I am going to dom-
inate the spinners. 

Unfortunately (Nuwan)
Pradeep was not bowling, so
we knew that they got four

spinners and we have to
dominate them.

Earlier barren-phase: Even
during that time when I
didn’t get a hundred for nine
to ten Tests, I was confident.
I knew that if I get in, I will
get a big one. It was all about
being positive. Here I de-
cided that if I play positively,
I will convert it into a big
one.

Using the feet was the key: Rahane 
‘We knew that they had four spinners and we had to dominate them’
Special Correspondent

Colombo

On a mission: R. Ashwin, right, celebrates with teammates after striking for a second time,
dismissing opener Dimuth Karunaratne. * AP

Sri Lanka opener Dimuth
Karunaratne said that his fel-
low-batsmen need to play
positively while they strive
to save the second Test
against India. 

“We want to save the Test.
In the first 10 to 15 overs,
with the ball being hard, it is
not easy to bat. After the
hardness is gone, the help is
not there for the spinners.
(Dinesh) Chandimal and
Kusal (Mendis) batted really
well in the last few overs. We
got to play positively. 

“Last time when we
played in Galle (2015),
Chandi got 160-odd, scoring
a lot of runs through the
sweep and reverse-sweep. I
think that will be the key,”
Karunaratne told the press
here on Friday.

Queried about the pitch
and on batting against R.
Ashwin, Karunaratne
replied: “You see more turn
and bounce than what we
saw on the first day. Ashwin
is a good spinner. He has
variations. When I batted, I

was playing for the
straighter one. It’s turning a
lot.” 

Started as a bowler
With Nuwan Pradeep being
ruled out, Karunaratne is

open to bowling his seam-
ers. “I started my career as a
bowler, not as a batsman, so
I can bowl. The thing is,
there are a lot of bowlers
who can bowl faster than
130-135 kmph. We played
only with one pace option,
so when they asked if I could
bowl with the new ball, I
said I could,” Karunaratne
said and added that Pra-
deep’s absence will be felt. 

“With Nuwan’s injury,
there’s no opportunity to get
a wicket with the new ball,
or get a wicket through re-
verse swing when it gets
older. We will have to de-
pend on the spinners.”

Karunaratne also clarified
that Angelo Mathews, who is
recovering from an injury,
will not bowl. 

Pradeep ruled out

Sri Lanka suffered a body-
blow with its spearhead
Nuwan Pradeep being ruled
out for the remainder of the
series with a hamstring in-
jury. Karunaratne told the
media: “Pradeep is out for
one or two months.” 

We got to play positively, 
says Karunaratne 
Special Correspondent

Colombo

Viswanathan Anand and
seven-time Russian cham-
pion Peter Svidler fought
out an equal battle before
signing peace in 31 moves
in the second round of the
Sinquefield Cup chess tour-
nament here on Thursday.

The shortest battle of
the day lasted only 31
moves after a series of ex-
changes, following the
opening lines of English
Symmetrical, left very little
chance of a decisive ver-
dict. Like the first round,
there were three winners
during the day. They in-
cluded World champion
Magnus Carlsen and Caru-
ana Fabiano, who joined
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave in
the lead at 1.5 points.
The results (second round):
Peter Svidler (Rus, 0.5) drew
with Viswanathan Anand (1);
Magnus Carlsen (Nor, 1.5) bt
Sergey Karjakin (Rus, 1);
Levon Aronian (Arm, 1) lost to
Fabiano Caruana (USA, 1.5);
Hikaru Nakamura (USA, 1)
drew with Maxime Vachier-
Lagrave (Fra, 1.5); Ian Nepom-
niachtchi (Rus, 0) lost to Wes-
ley So (USA, 1). Third round
pairings: Anand-Carlsen; So-
Nakamura; Caruana-Nepom-
niachtchi; Karjakin-Aronian;
Lagrave-Svidler.

Anand draws
with Svidler 
Sports Bureau

ST. LOUIS

India dismissed England
for 241 in its second innings
on Thursday to win the
second under-19 ‘Test’ by
97 runs and sweep the two-
match series 2-0. Shubman
Gill notched up a hundred
for India under-19, making
102 in the second innings
of this four-day game. 

The other star per-
former for the visitor was
Shivam Mavi who re-
mained unbeaten with a
defiant late-order 86 in the
first innings and then
picked up three wickets
with his pace bowling in
the second innings.
The scores: India u-19 292
(Prithvi Shaw 51, Shivam Mavi
86 not out, Ashok Sandhu 50,
Ryan Patel four for 21) & 330
(Prithvi Shaw 44, Shubman
Gill 102, Riyan Parag Das 52,
Amar Virdi four for 82) bt
England u-19 284 (Max
Holden 71, George Bartlett
56, Will Jacks 102, Kamlesh
Nagarkoti three for 40) & 241
(Ryan Patel 47, Bartlett 73,
Shivam Mavi three for 40).

Indian colts
sweep series

Sports Bureau

Worcester

Shubman Gill. * FILE PHOTO:

VIVEK BENDRE

Jamaica’s eight-time Olympic
gold medallist Usain Bolt
says he thinks he will need
to produce a time similar to
the one that earned him
gold at the Rio 2016 Games
to win Saturday’s 100m final
at the World athletics
championships.

The 30-year-old is com-
peting in his seventh and fi-
nal World Championships,
and recently clocked a sea-
son’s-best time of 9.95
seconds in a Diamond
League meeting in Monaco.

He has predicted he will
have to set a new season’s
best to win and add another
gold medal to his collection
at the London Stadium —
where he won Olympic gold
in 2012. 

“I think it will have to be
9.8 low, perhaps the same
time it took me to win at the
(Rio) Olympics, I think it will
take the same time to win
here or close to that,” said
Bolt, who clocked 9.81s to
clinch gold in Rio.

“I’m feeling good, I’m
feeling better after every

race. Everything is going
good.” 

One of Bolt’s biggest rivals
for gold in London was ex-
pected to be Canada’s Andre
de Grasse, but a Grade 2
hamstring tear in his final
training session has ruled de
Grasse out of competing.

de Grasse said the pro-
spect of missing out on what
he called “the focus of my

season” was “unimagin-
able”, but Bolt said it was vi-
tal for his future career pro-
spects that de Grasse took a
realistic approach. 

“It’s always about listen-
ing to your coach and taking
the doctor’s advice and tak-
ing your time to recuperate
while working as hard as
possible to get over the in-
jury,” said Bolt.

Have to reprise Olympic �nal e�ort: Bolt 
The legend says he will have to set a season’s best to add another 100m gold

Reuters

LONDON

Superstar’s swansong: Sprinter-par-excellence Usain Bolt, who is calling it quits after the World
Championships, is all a blur as he practises in London ahead of the blue riband 100m event set to
be run on Saturday. * MICHAEL STEELE/GETTY IMAGES

England — 1st innings: A. Cook
c de Kock b Maharaj 46, K. Jen-
nings c de Kock b Olivier 17, T.
Westley c de Kock b Rabada 29,
J. Root lbw b Olivier 52, D.
Malan c du Plessis b Morkel 18,
B. Stokes b Rabada 58, J. Bair-
stow (batting) 33, T. Roland-
Jones (batting) 0; Extras (b-5,
lb-1, nb-1): 7; Total (for six wkts.
in 90 overs): 260.
Fall of wickets: 1-35, 2-92, 3-
92, 4-144, 5-187, 6-252.
South Africa bowling: Morkel
19-4-58-1, Rabada 18-5-52-2,
Olivier 19-3-72-2, Maharaj 29-
9-54-1, de Bruyn 5-0-18-0.
Toss: England. 

SCOREBOARD 
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12077 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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There was a famine in the kingdom of Prthu and the king
wondered what the cause for this was. Bhooma Devi kept
the grains hidden and when the king realised this, he was
upset, said P.T. Seshadri in a discourse. 

Prthu shot an arrow at the earth. Bhooma Devi asked
Prthu why he was eager to harm her. The King replied, “You
gladly take the havis offered during yagas. But you hide
grains and make the people suffer. Is this fair? 

“One who saves herself and fails to save others, one who
is indifferent to the sufferings of others... does such a person
deserve any consideration? That is the attitude you have ex-
hibited. To destroy such a person is a king’s dharma.” 

Prthu was an avatara of Vishnu and so Bhooma Devi said,
“Why are you targeting me? Did you not, as Varaha, save me
from a demon? It was because of this act of Yours that You
acquired the name Dharaadhara — One who supports the
earth. Is it right for You to torment me so?”

She then elaborated on the reasons for her withholding
grains from the people. “There are wicked people on this
earth, who hoard grains. They do not care about the earth
being dirtied and they treat the earth with disrespect.
People are selfish and thieves go about their work without
fear. 

“In such circumstances, why should I release the grains?
Will it not benefit the wicked? If I were to reward the
hoarders, will they not be encouraged to indulge in more
acts of adharma? 

“That is why I made the crops fail. I caused the seeds to
spoil. Ensure that people follow the path of dharma. Then
the rains will come, and I will also give people the prosper-
ity that they yearn for.” 

The king assured her that he would do as she said, and
thus ensured prosperity for the people.

FAITH

Ensuring prosperity3 Revolver near the harbours (5)

4 City in northeastern china

damaged (7)

6 Tell perhaps almost sort of

original (9)

7 Gift expected at home at the

beginning (5)

8 Any crest turns into descent

(8)

11 Initially lacking hard �ght (4)

15 Forgery by one with mass

appeal at leaderless country

(9)

17 Specialist doctor dissecting

liver caught damaged cavity

(9)

18 Problematic king misplaced

one hundred and �fty �fth

letter in vehicle (8)

20 Path in segment of Broadway

(4)

21 Penny really evens out interior

(7)

22 A disheartened zarina entering

watering hole in marketplace

(6)

24 Scale Everest for one (5)

25 Appropriate for perk to

exclude new engineer (5)

12 Musician covers eastern shore

(5)

13 Leader’s having energy, not so

much quiet (9)

14 Twins imagine a lost building

(6)

16 Force short break after

crossing a bridge (7)

19 More dangerous for one

gliding down mountain after

odd rain (7)

21 Wipes the French containers on

the outside (6)

23 Egomaniac somehow gets

pardon? (4,5)

25 Leaders of Britain under royal

mandate abandon country (5)

26 Money we divide for aunt’s son

(6)

27 Craft tie designed to pick top

three correctly (8)

28 Offer from former lover

(nurse) (6)

29 Stout ale left inside becomes

insipid ale (4,4)

■ DOWN

1 Goes up with hundred members

(6)

2 Finally catch a chance in range

of letters (9)

(set by Lightning)

■ ACROSS
1 Burn fossil fuel, avoid losing

absolute power (8)

5 Backing, crash partly into a

dock (6)

9 Foreign parliamentarian

following one alternative

trend regularly missing (8)

10 A crime department

investigator cunning for

starters and sharp (6)

THE HINDU CROSSWORD 12078

Laxman clinches blitz
crown in style
KOLKATA 

R.R. Laxman scored 10 points

from 11 rounds to win the

National blitz chess

championship on Friday. The

GM (right, in pic) won

₹20,000 for his efforts.

IM Anwesh Upadhyay (left, in

pic), who bagged the rapid

title and a cash award of

₹25,000, finished 25th in

blitz.
Top placings: 1. R.R. Laxman
(Rly) 10, 2. P. Karthikeyan
(Rly) 9.5, 3. Mitrabha Guha
(WB) 9, 4. V.A.V. Rajesh (TN)
8.5, 5. Rahul Shetty (AI) 8.5,
6. Dinesh Sharma (LIC) 8, 7.
G.V. Sai Krishna (AP) 8, 8. S.
Nitin (Rly) 8, 9. P. Saravana
Krishnan (TN) 8, and 10.
Somak Palit (Rly) 8.

IN BRIEF

Manju Kumari
wins bronze
TAMPERE (FINLAND)

Manju Kumari beat Ilona

Prokopevniuk of Ukraine 2-0

clinched the bronze medal in

women’s 59kg category at

the junior World wrestling

championship here. She

advanced through repechage

when Japan’s Yuzuru

Kumano, who beat her in the

quarterfinals, made the final.

Manju beat Tianna Grace

Kennett of Canada 4-0 in the

repechage bout. PTI

FC Pune City 
signs up Tebar
PUNE

Indian Super League (ISL)

club FC Pune City on Friday

announced the signing of

Marcos Tebar. The Spanish

central defensive midfielder

last represented Delhi

Dynamos in the 2016 edition

of the ISL. PTI

Two more Indian boxers
in Asian Junior semi�nals
NEW DELHI

Two Indian boxers advanced

to the semifinals to assure

themselves of medals at the

Asian junior championships in

Puerto Princesa, Philippines

on Friday. Ankit Narwal

(57kg) and Akshay Siwach

(60kg) won their bouts to

make the last-four stage. On

Thursday, six Indians had

entered the last four, and

with today’s two wins, the

total number of medals

assured for India stands at

eight. PTI

BENGALURU: Serjeant At Arms (A.
Sandesh up) won the Karnataka
Mile Championship Cup
(1,600m), the chief event of the
races to be held here on Friday
(August 4). The winner is owned
by Five Stars Shipping Co. Pvt Ltd
rep. by. Mr & Mrs. K.N. Dhunjib-
hoy and Mr & Mrs. Z.K. Dhunjib-
hoy & Mr. Vispi R. Patel and
trained by S. Attaollahi.

1 ADRIAN PLATE (1,600m), rated
15 to 35, 4-y-o & over:

FIORENZO (Irvan Singh) 1, Find (S.
John) 2, Freestyle (Neeraj) 3 and
Indian Legend (Rayan Ahmed) 4.
Not run: Intrepid Warrior. Nose, 1-
1/2 and 1. 1m, 41.19s. ₹73 (w), 19, 12
and 13 (p), SHP: 29, THP: 52, FP:
191, Q: 119, Trinella: 392 and 132,
Exacta: 1,233 and 669. Favourite:
Find. Owners: Mr. Vikram Singh &
Mr. Nirmal Singh. Trainer: Irfan
Ghatala.

2 V. VENUGOPAL NAIDU ME-

MORIAL TROPHY (1,200m),
maiden 3-y-o only, (Terms):
DONNA ROSSA (Neeraj) 1, Panama

(S. John) 2, Hunters Moon (R. Mar-
shall) 3 and Highland Wind (P.
Trevor) 4. 6, 2-3/4 and 1-1/2. 1m,
13.48s. ₹53 (w), 16, 12 and 31 (p),
SHP: 33, THP: 71, FP: 253, Q: 71,
Trinella: 1,621 and 1,080, Exacta:
2,720 and 799. Favourite: High-
land Wind. Owners: Mr. Mohd.
Javeed Ghatala & Mr. Amarjeet
Singh Narula. Trainer: Irfan
Ghatala.

3 LT. COL. GAUNT MEMORIAL

CUP (1,200m), rated 30 to 50:
FAIR WARNING (S. John) 1, Rum
Runner (P. Trevor) 2, Miniver
Rose (Dhanu Singh) 3 and Mul-
tiple (Neeraj) 4. 3/4, Nose and Hd.
1m, 12.76s. ₹34 (w), 13, 19 and 27
(p), SHP: 54, THP: 60, FP: 294, Q:
151, Trinella: 1,849 and 750, Ex-
acta: 11,158 and 3,188. Favourite:
Louisiana. Owners: Diamond
Band Racing Syndicate Pvt Ltd
rep. by. Mr. Shiven Surendranath,
Mr. Kersi H. Vachha & Mr. T.S.
Brar. Trainer: Arjun Mangalorkar.

4 KARNATAKA MILE CHAMPION-

SHIP CUP (1,600m), 4-y-o &

over, (Terms): SERJEANT AT ARMS

(A. Sandesh) 1, Aster Rose (Neeraj)
2, Booker Jones (P. Trevor) 3 and
Ace Bucephalus (Irvan Singh) 4. 2,
1 and 3-1/2. 1m, 35.68s. ₹12 (w), 10
and 11 (p), SHP: 14, THP: 20, FP:
17, Q: 15, Trinella: 19 and 17, Ex-
acta: 50 and 28. Favourite: Ser-
jeant At Arms. Owners: Five Stars
Shipping Co. Pvt Ltd rep by. Mr &
Mrs. K.N. Dhunjibhoy and Mr &
Mrs. Z.K. Dhunjibhoy & Mr. Vispi
R. Patel. Trainer: S. Attaollahi.

5 K.N. CHENNABASAPPA ME-

MORIAL CUP (1,200m), rated
45 to 65: PEARL CITY (P.P. Dhebe)
1, Queen Credible (Neeraj) 2,
Amazing Redd (Rayan Ahmed) 3
and Fabulous Touch (A. Sandesh)
4. 1, 2 and 3/4. 1m, 12.41s. ₹23 (w),
14, 13 and 27 (p), SHP: 39, THP:
64, FP: 77, Q: 39, Trinella: 574 and
260, Exacta: 1,357 and 395. Fa-
vourite: Pearl City. Owner: Mr.
Ajith Vittal Shetty. Trainer: B.
Prithviraj.

6 TREASURE GIRL PLATE

(1,400m), rated 15 to 35, 5-y-o

& over: STANLEY (Syed Imran) 1,
Cherie Amour (B, Harish) 2,
Princeazeem (T.S. Jodha) 3 and
Candice (Rayan Ahmed) 4. Arziki
(declared as Non Starter). 4-3/4,
Nose and 1-1/4. 1m, 26.41s. ₹72 (w),
21, 15 and 16 (p), SHP: 41, THP: 53,
FP: 557, Q: 335, Trinella: 4,443
and 1,813, Exacta: 11,825 and
4,434. Favourite: Cherie Amour.
Owner: Mr. Bhoomi Reddy
Raghunath Reddy. Trainer: Azhar
Ali.

7 SHA TIN PLATE (1,200m),
rated 00 to 20, 4-y-o & over:

LOVE FOR LIFE (P. Trevor) 1, Bold
Runner (T.S. Jodha) 2, Tic Tac Toe
(Rayan Ahmed) 3 and Incitatus
(Dhanu Singh) 4. 1/2, Nk and Snk.
1m, 14.86s. ₹36 (w), 15, 16 and 24
(p), SHP: 41, THP: 62, FP: 88, Q:
78, Trinella: 292 and 242, Exacta:
1,972 and 1,479. Favourite: Bold
Runner. Owner: Mrs. Radhika
Narredu. Trainer: S. Narredu.

Jackpot: ₹4,044 (168 tkts); Run-
ner-up: ₹428 (680 tkts); Treble (i):
₹337 (67 tkts); (ii): ₹1,430 (24 tkts).

Serjeant At Arms triumphs

Trainer Lee Beard says
Vijender Singh’s experience
in pacing a bout would be
the Indian boxer’s main ad-
vantage on Saturday night in
his 10-round WBO super-
middleweight bout against
Zulpikar Maimaitiali, with
two WBO titles at stake.

The Chinese pugilist’s
trainer Julian Howell,
though, says he is confident
about his charge’s prepara-
tions. 

Typical scene
Vijender, who will attempt to
defend his WBO Asia Pacific
title, and Maimaitiali, holder
of the WBO Oriental belt,
went through the drama of
the official weigh-in on Fri-
day, eye-balling each other
with clenched fists for the
cameras. With the weight
limit at 76.2kg, the Indian
weighed in at 76kg, and his

rival at 75.9kg.
“Vijender’s all-round ex-

perience will make the differ-
ence. He knows how to pace

himself and use his boxing
brain. Otherwise, an
Olympic medal would not
have happened. Maimaitiali

fights at the same pace; we
watched videos. He is young
and ambitious to defend his
belt,” said Beard, who had

worked with Vijender at his
training base in Manchester. 

Howell said: “I am from
England, and I know
Vijender’s trainers, sparring
partners and the type of pre-
paration [he has had]. We
have more information
about Vijender than he has
on Zulpikar.”

Maimaitiali’s subdued
presence so far is in contrast
with Vijender’s exuberance
ahead of what will be his first
pro fight in Mumbai.

“I am hungry after fasting
to keep my bodyweight
within limits. I also had two
sessions, and am looking for-
ward to eating after the
weigh-in. You will feel the
force behind my punches in
the ring,” declared the
Indian.

This will be the 23-year-
old Maimaitiali’s first fight
outside China; he has had a
bout in Macau, though.

Saturday’s night main
fight will see the winner bag-
ging both belts.

Seven bouts will lead up to

the feature event, featuring
the Indian sensation before
what is bound to be a par-
tisan crowd, and a young
Chinese eager to make his
mark far away from home.

The evening will see
Neeraj Goyat looking to de-
fend his WBC Asia welter-
weight title against the Phil-
ippines’ Allan “The
Leopard” Tanada.

Junior welterweight Akhil
Kumar and lightweight
Jitender Kumar will both
make their pro debuts.

The schedule:

Super Bantamweight: Larry
Abwarra v Asad Asif. Light-
weight: Kuldeep Dhanda v
Sachin Bhot. Cruiserweight:
Dharmendra Grewal v Isaac
Slade. Welterweight: Pardeep
Kharera v Wanphichit Siriphana.
Lightweight: Jitender Kumar v
Thanet Likhitkamporn. Junior
welterweight: Akhil Kumar v Ty
Gilchrist. Welterweight: Neeraj
Goyat v Allan Tanada. 

Super middleweight: Vijender
Singh v Zulpikar Maimaitiali

Vijender takes on Maimaitiali for two belts
A packed programme will feature eight bouts with plenty of Indian interest

Contrasting styles: While Zulpikar Maimaitiali’s camp remained quietly con�dent, Vijender Singh
did not hold back on talking up his game at the weigh-in on Friday. * VIVEK BENDRE

BATTLEGROUND ASIA

Nandakumar Marar

MUMBAI

Two-time champion ATK,
on Friday, announced the
signing of Irish football le-
gend Robbie Keane for the
upcoming season of the In-
dian Super League (ISL).

Keane has been a pro-
lific scorer for Ireland, with
68 goals in 146 interna-
tional appearances. 

“He was his country’s
top-scorer at the 2002 FIFA
World Cup, and also rep-
resented Ireland at Euro
2012 and ’16.

In the English Premier
League, Keane has played
for Tottenham Hotspur
and Liverpool. He has also
been part of Major League
Soccer team, Los Angeles
Galaxy.

“I feel extremely fortu-
nate to have played for
some of the best clubs in
England and the USA, as
well as representing my
country at several major
tournaments. 

“At this stage of my ca-
reer, the offer to experi-
ence a new league and cul-
ture in Asia appealed to
me. 

“To join the current ISL
champion is a great pleas-
ure and through hard work
I hope to bring the ATK
fans more success and en-
joyment through the sea-
son,” said Keane.

ATK ropes in
Robbie
Keane

Robbie Keane. * AP

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

KOLKATA

Iheanacho swaps 
Man City for Leicester
LONDON

Leicester City on Thursday

announced the signing of

Nigerian international striker

Kelechi Iheanacho from

English Premier League rival

Manchester City. Iheanacho,

20, has signed a five-year

deal at the King Power

Stadium with the transfer fee

officially undisclosed.

However, the BBC reported

the fee to be £25 million. AFP

The FIFA under-17 World
Cup is just two months away
but the ticket sales in Delhi,
which will host all India
matches, has not been that
great. 

Tournament Director
Javier Ceppi, on Friday, ad-
mitted that it was not as ex-
pected. “The sale of tickets,
after knowing India will play
here, has been good but I
expected more, to be hon-
est. It has been good by the
usual standards in Delhi,
which we know is not great,
but is still behind Kolkata,
Kochi, and Guwahati.

“This stadium needs to
be full. The Indian national
anthem has never been
played in a football World
Cup. The first time it will
happen will be here, in this
stadium, on October 6. If
that doesn’t get you as an In-
dian or a football fan, I don’t
know what will,” Ceppi said.

Project Director Joy Bhat-

tacharya explained that
sales so far was “organic”
without any promotional
activities or advertising, and
insisted that once the part-
ners and the govt. began
making the event more vis-
ible, it would pick up. 

While complimenting the
work done at the Jawaharlal
Nehru Stadium — “the
venue is looking nicer than
before and it is 90-95 per
cent ready as per FIFA spe-
cifications” — Ceppi also in-
dicated that it had not been
a smooth journey for the or-
ganisers. 

“Every nation has its own
challenges. Here, we have
six different languages in six
venues with different ad-
ministrations, ministers,
bureaucrats... Then there
was demonetisation and the
change in tax structure
(GST). It has not been a flat
ride but one with ups and
downs,” he said.

India will face USA in its
opening game on Oct. 6. 

Expected more ticket
sales in Delhi: Ceppi
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT
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Prinkle and Calvin 
emerge champions
CHANDIGARH: Qualifier
Prinkle Singh recovered
from a mid-match slump to
beat Muskan Gupta 7-5, 5-7,
6-2 and clinch the women’s
title in the AITA-ranking
tennis tournament here on
Friday. Prinkle was serving
for the match at 5-3 in the
second set, but lost her way.
She, however, fought back
in the decider.
In the men’s final, Udayan
Bhakar did not capitalise on
a blistering start — he ran
away with the first set — and
a 2-0 advantage in the third,
and lost to Calvin Golmei.
The results:

Men: Final: Calvin Golmei bt
Udayan Bhakar 1-6, 6-2, 6-3;

Semifinals: Calvin bt Yuvraj
Singh 6-3, 4-3 concd.; Udayan
bt Ranjeet Singh 6-0, 6-0. 

Doubles (final): Sumitpal
Singh & Sagar Bains bt Udayan
& Sultan Singh Atwal 6-3, 6-4.

Women: Final: Prinkle Singh
bt Muskan Gupta 7-5, 5-7, 6-2;

Semifinals: Prinkle bt Pareen
Shivekar 6-4, 7-6(4); Muskan
bt Kavya Sawhney 6-1, 6-2.

Doubles (final): Kavya &
Prinkle bt Himanshika &
Aarushi Kakkar 6-3, 6-3.

Saurabh Chaudhary 

on a roll
NEW DELHI: Saurabh
Chaudhary topped the air
pistol competition with
another sterling
performance at the National
shooting trials at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range on
Friday. 

In his fifth final over three
days, the 15-year-old shot
243 to beat the experienced
Omkar Singh by 2.1 points
for the top spot. Jitu Rai
placed third.

National junior coach Jaspal
Rana pointed out that the
young shooter had to go to
the jury of appeal to clear
his pistol grip after it was
declared ‘not within
specifications’ by the
technical officials, and
commended the youngster
for staying focussed despite
the issue.

The results: 

Men: 10m air pistol: 1.
Saurabh Chaudhary 243.0
(586); 2. Omkar Singh 240.9
(579); 3. Jitu Rai 218.6 (584).

Women: 50m rifle prone: 1.
Chahat Deep Kaur 620.5; 2.
Anjum Moudgil 619.9; 3. Raj
Chaudhary 618.5. 

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

\ REGIONAL ROUND-UP \

Having the last laugh: Calvin Golmei and Prinkle Singh
prevailed in three-setters in the �nal in the AITA-ranking
tennis tournament in Chandigarh.

It has never been easy for
Sharath Kamal to stay motiv-
ated ahead of a domestic
competition unless it is for
the National crown.

But in the Inter-Institu-
tional table tennis champi-
onships over the next four
days, the seven-time Na-
tional champion should find
no dearth of motivation as
the ‘open’ draw of the men
singles has left him staring at
a “really tough draw.”

Usually, for a top seed,
testing matches are usually
the semifinals or the final.
“My half [of the draw] is
really packed with a lot of
action,” said Sharath with a
smile while reflecting on his
prospects in the singles.

“Facing Amalraj in the
pre-quarterfinals and should
I win, it will be Soumyajit

Ghosh. Can it get any
tougher? Then, it could well
be Sanil Shetty or Harmeet
Desai. I know the draw
should inspire me to give my
best in the coming days.

“But I have not played
much after the conclusion of
Ultimate Table Tennis
league. Much will depend on
how I feel by Saturday even-
ing after the initial rounds.
But yes, I don’t remember a
tougher draw for me in a do-
mestic event in a long time,”
said Sharath who arrived at
the venue late in the evening

in search of some practice.
He had given the team
championship a miss.

Since this is the first event
for the leading players who
were part of the UTT, much
is expected from them since
they gained immense confid-
ence after doing well against
higher-ranked players.

G. Sathiyan remained un-
beaten in the UTT league,
while Ghosh, Desai and Sh-
etty collected reasons to be
confident of their abilities.
Same holds true for Madhur-
ika Patkar and Manika Batra
who exceeded expectations
in the just concluded league.

Meanwhile, after two days
of league matches aimed at
finding qualifiers for the
main draw in singles, 106
men and 58 women booked
their spots. They will be
joined by eight seeded play-
ers in both sections.

Tough draw should
motivate Sharath 
‘My half is really packed with a lot of action’

Rakesh Rao

NEW DELHI

A. Sharath Kamal. * FILE PHOTO:

G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR
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SPORT

Poom Saksansin shot a four-
under-67 to remain in front
of the field after two rounds
of the TAKE Solutions Mas-
ters at the KGA on Friday.
The Thai signed for a two-
round total of 11-under 131 to
open up a four-stroke lead
over Khalin Joshi. 

One shot behind Joshi was
a bunch of five, including S.
Chikkarangappa (68, 68).
Tied with the latter at six-un-
der were Sujjan Singh, Viraj
Madappa, Rory Hie, and
Rahil Gangjee. 

The cut was applied at
three-over, with Rashid Khan
(72, 76), C. Muniyappa (69,
80) and Jeev Milkha Singh
(79, 73) among those who
missed out.

Saksansin made only one
birdie on the front nine, but
sank four on the back
stretch. “It was a lot windier
than yesterday,” he said. 

“It was not a sideways
wind; it was either a head-
wind or tailwind, and that
made tee shots difficult. I hit
some good drives but my
iron play was OK.”

His only bogey came on
the par-four 17th, where he
missed a relatively simple
putt. “My caddy said
‘straight line’ but I went right
and missed. I should have
gone straight,” he said.

Joshi was disappointed
with his score, having made
17 greens in regulation. “Con-
ditions are tough,” he said.

“The wind has been swirling
and the rough is up. I did
well with my wedges, setting
up three tap-in birdies but I
left some birdies out there.
My driving and putting were
not up to the mark.”

Chikkarangappa made
five birdies and even an
eagle on the 11th, where he
made a putt from 50 feet.

But there were also two bo-
geys and a double bogey.

Chikkarangappa struggled
with his tee shots, hitting
only three fairways in all, al-
though his putting saved
him. “I visited so many trees
that I hadn’t seen in KGA all
these years,” he said. 

“But my putting is back. I
don’t care if I go into the
jungle when I’m putting so
well.”

The double bogey on the
par-five 14th was uncharac-
teristic of Chikkarangappa,
going into a copse on the
right before finding a bunker
on the left. Once on the
green, he three-putted from
12 feet. 

“If I can hit more fair-
ways,” he said, “I know a
good score is coming.” 

His rivals will be worried.
The scores (top-10 after 36
holes): 131: Poom Saksansin
(Tha) 64, 67; 135: Khalin Joshi
68, 67; 136: Sujjan Singh 67, 69,
Viraj Madappa 66, 70, Rory Hie
(Ina) 69, 67, Rahil Gangjee 70,
66, S. Chikkarangappa 68, 68;
137: Syed Saqib Ahmed 67, 70,
Danny Chia (Mas) 70, 67, Divy-
anshu Bajaj 66, 71.

Saksansin stretches his lead 
Joshi four strokes behind; Chikkarangappa and four others joint third
Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

Short game to the rescue: While he struggled to �nd the
fairway, Chikkarangappa’s putting was spot on; he even sank a
50-footer. * G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Rohit Kumar (11 points)
helped Bengaluru Bulls edge
out Tamil Thalaivas 32-31 in
the ProKabaddi League here
on Friday. 

Bengaluru finished the
first-half 23-8 ahead, thanks
to a terrific performance
from Rohit. The skipper,
who dons the role of chief
raider, racked up several suc-
cessful forays. 

At 10-3, Rohit put his full
range of skills on display. He
started a raid by sizing up
the antis, and then moved
menacingly from side to
side. 

Two defenders, with their
hands locked, darted in front
of him. Rohit showed incred-

ible agility and a sharp mind
when he slid under the duo
and reached home safely. 

Mahender, on the other
hand, tackled with aplomb.

On one play, he lunged for-
ward and executed a strong
double ankle-lock to trap the
raider. 

Tamil Thalaivas star Ajay

Thakur had a sub-par day at
the office, recording only
five successful raids out of 13
attempts. The unit did force
its way back into contention
through a late surge, but it
was not enough.
The results: 

Bengaluru Bulls 32 (Rohit 11,
Ashish 6, Mahender 5) bt Tamil
Thalaivas 31 (Ajay 6, Prapanjan
6); Puneri Paltan 26 (Rajesh
Mondal 8) bt Dabang Delhi 21
(Anand Patil 8)..

Rohit Kumar delivers for Bulls 
Ashwin Achal

NAGPUR

The architect: Skipper Rohit Kumar showed his range of skills in
Bengaluru Bulls’ thrilling win. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Saturday’s Super Cup match
between Borussia Dortmund
and Bayern Munich may not
be a pointer to the season
ahead, but a victory will
serve as a confidence-
booster for either after an
embarrassing set of results in
pre-season.

Dortmund beat AC Milan,
but suffered reverses against
Espanyol, Atalanta (Austria)
and Weiss Essen
(Bundesliga-2).

Bayern began with victory
over Chelsea, but was beaten
by both the Milan clubs —
without scoring in either
game — during its trip to
China and Singapore. 

In the Audi Cup recently,
Liverpool demolished the
German giant 3-0.

Bayern coach Carlo An-
celotti has been trying differ-
ent combinations in pre-sea-
son, but none of them seem
to be working. 

Renato Sanches has been
struggling to reprise the role
of Thiago Alcantara in cent-
ral midfield. 

Ancelotti also prefers to
build up from the back, but
couldn’t get the best out of

the youngster. 
New-signing James

Rodriguez, in a No. 10 role,
has been awful in front of the
goal. Ancelotti’s move to
bring in the Colombian as a
replacement for Thomas
Muller doesn’t go well with
the Bayern hierarchy either.

On the injury front, skip-
per Manuel Neuer will con-
tinue his rehabilitation (foot
injury) and miss the action
on Saturday.

But Thiago, who left the
pre-season tour with an in-
jury, Arjen Robben and
Jerome Boateng are back in
training and appear fit
enough to play some part in
the game.

Meanwhile, Dortmund,

which parted company with
Thomas Tuchel after the
German Cup triumph, has
been able to find a coach
Peter Bosz, who suits its
coaching philosophy and
style. Bosz guided Ajax to its
first European final in 21
years. He likes his teams to
keep possession using a
quick-passing style.

With Pierre-Emerick Au-
bameyang staying at least
until January and the club
acquiring Mahmoud Dahoud
and Maximilian Philipp,
Dortmund fans can hope for
a Bundesliga title this
season.

(The writer is in Dortmund
at the invitation of
Bundesliga)

S. Sudarsan

DORTMUND

Der Klassiker to kick o� Bundesliga 
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B Victory will serve as a
con�dence-booster for
both Bayern and
Dortmund
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Yuki Bhambri beat Guido
Pella 6-7(5), 6-3, 6-1 in the
third round of the Citi
Open ATP 500 tennis tour-
nament here. In his second
Tour quarterfinal, Bhambri
meets Kevin Anderson.

Other results: 

Doubles quarterfinals: Mon-
ica Niculescu (Rou) & Sania
Mirza bt Jamie Loeb & Ashley
Weinhold (USA) 6-3, 6-2.

ATP Los Cabos Open, Mexico:
Quarterfinals: Purav Raja &
Divij Sharan bt Wesley Kool-
hof (Ned) & Artem Sitak (Nzl)
6-3, 6-4; Juan Sebastian
Cabal (Col) & Treat Huey (Phi)
bt Blaz Kavcic (Slo) & Jeevan
Nedunchezhiyan 7-5, 6-3.

$125,000 Challenger,
Chengdu: Second round:
James Ward (GBr) bt Sidharth
Rawat 6-3, 6-1. Doubles
semifinals: Sriram Balaji &
Vishnu Vardhan bt Kim
Cheong-Eui & Kwon Soon
Woo (Kor) 7-6(2), 6-2.

$15,000 ITF women, Sharm
El Sheikh: Semifinals: Haruka
Kaji (Jpn) bt Y. Pranjala 6-3,
6-3. Doubles final: Beatrice
Gumulya & Jessy Rompies
(Ina) bt Tamachan Mo-
mkoonthod (Tha) & Pranjala
6-0, 7-6(5).

Bhambri in
quarter�nals 
Sports Bureau

Washington DCNeymar said on Friday that
money was never the motiv-
ating factor in his €222 mil-
lion transfer from Barcelona
to Paris St. Germain.

“I wanted a bigger chal-
lenge, and my heart made
this decision and I followed
my heart,” he told reporters
at the Parc des Princes sta-
dium. “Money was never my
motivation.”

He also denied that he
had tired of playing second-
fiddle to Lionel Messi at Bar-
celona. “Its not that I
wanted to be the big star at
Barcelona,” he said “That’s
not what I’m looking for. I’m
looking for a new challenge,
new trophies, and this is
what motivates me.”

Barcelona, meanwhile,
will not pay a €26 million
bonus to Neymar for renew-
ing his contract in 2016.

“He hasn’t fulfilled his
contract ... given that breach
we will not pay this renewal
bonus,” a spokesman said.

Paris

agencies

Paris je t’aime: Neymar blows a kiss during a press conference
announcing his arrival at Paris St. Germain from Barcelona. * AP

‘Money not the motivation’ 
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B U Mumba v Dabang Delhi
KC, 8.p.m.

B Bengaluru Bulls v U.P.
Yoddha, 9 p.m. 

STAR Sports 1, 2 & HD1, HD2
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HBO hackers threaten to
leak more data tomorrow
LOS ANGELES

HBO hackers, who leaked

unaired episodes of the

network’s shows, including

the highly popular fantasy

drama Game Of Thrones,

earlier this week, have now

threaten to release additional

content on Sunday.

Separately, it was reported

on Friday that Episode 4 of

Game of Thrones Season 7

was leaked online. PTI

IN BRIEF

Dave Bautista teases
new comic book movie
LOS ANGELES

After Marvel’s Guardians of

the Galaxy, Dave Bautista, 48,

is planning to enter into

another comic book universe.

The wrestler-turned-actor, in

a tweet, said he was working

on a script based on Valiant’s

Eternal Warrior. “I’m really

excited about EW. We are

working to get the script

fan-worthy,” he said. PTI

Earth-sized storm
spotted on Neptune
LOS ANGELES

Astronomers have observed a

gigantic storm system about

the size of Earth near

Neptune’s equator, a region

where no bright cloud has

ever been seen before. The

massive storm system is

about 9,000 km in length, or

one-third the size of

Neptune’s radius, spanning at

least 30 degrees in both

latitude and longitude. PTI

European police forces are
sending a series of cheeky
“wish you were here” post-
cards this summer in a bid to
track down 21 of the contin-
ent’s most wanted criminals.

“Dear Artur, Belgian fries
are the best and we know
you miss them. Come back
to enjoy them — we’ll have a
nice surprise in store for
you,” says one postcard from
the Belgian police.

Complete with a cartoon
of the Manneken Pis, a
bunch of fries and a glass of
beer, the card is addressed
to Artur Nawrocki, who is on
the run after being convicted
of drug trafficking by a Brus-
sels court in 2014.

The summer postcard
campaign by the European
police agency, Europol, was
unveiled on Friday on its EU
Most Wanted website as part
of its ongoing initiative to
hunt down Europe’s most
wanted criminals.

People can click on the
postcard, which will then
link them to the name and

picture of the wanted per-
son. “Cher Farouk, You must
know that life is best in la
douce France [Sweet
France]. We hope you will
return to us soon,” says the
card from the French police,
adding in French “we miss
you!”

The picture shows the Eif-
fel Tower, a man in striped T-
shirt and neck-scarf bran-
dishing a baguette next to a
croissant and a bottle of red

wine, and is addressed to
Farouk Hachi.

Serious aim
He was sentenced in absen-
tia in 2009 to 20 years in jail
for several armed bank rob-
beries and is believed to
have lived in France, Bel-
gium and The Netherlands.

Behind the humorous
campaign though is a serious
aim to drive people to the
Europol website in the hope

of tracking down criminals
wanted for serious, violent
crimes or sexual offences.

“While most of us are en-
joying a well-deserved sum-
mer break, criminals are not
taking time off from crime,”
Europol said in a statement. 

“Holiday destinations
have proven to be popular
hiding places for criminals
on the run,” it added.

Since the launch of the
“most wanted” list on
www.eumostwanted.eu in
January 2016, a total of 36
people have been found and
arrested — 11 of them as a dir-
ect result of information
passed to Europol.

After a similar “advent cal-
endar” campaign, three
people were arrested, one of
them a Briton who was re-
cognised as a server in an
Amsterdam bar, Europol
press officer Tine Hollevoet
said. “Dutch people saw the
advent calendar, they went
to the website, noticed the
fugitive, and recognised him
as somebody working in the
sports bar. Two days later he
was arrested,” she said.

A postcard crusade to track
down Europe’s most wanted
Online initiative by Europol helps people check pro�le of 21 criminals on the run

You’ve got mail: One of a series of postcards released by
Europol in an attempt to track down 21 of the continent's
most wanted criminals. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

The Hague

Astronomers from a re-
search institute in the
United States have identi-
fied the oldest known as-
teroid family, which ex-
tends throughout the inner
region of the main asteroid
belt, using a new search
technique.

The main belt contains
vast numbers of irregularly
shaped asteroids, also
known as planetesimals,
orbiting the Sun between
Mars and Jupiter.

‘Oldest’
asteroid
family found
Press Trust of India

WashingtonNow that one of America’s
largest cannabis companies
has bought the entire Cali-
fornia desert town of
Nipton, a question remains
— Will the new owners re-
name the place Potsylvania? 

The name Weed already
belongs to an old mill town
in Northern California.

American Green Inc. an-
nounced on Thursday it was
buying all 80 acres of
Nipton, which includes its
Old West-style hotel, a hand-
ful of houses, an RV park

and a coffee shop. Its plans
are to transform the old
Gold Rush town into what it
calls “an energy-independ-
ent, cannabis-friendly hos-

pitality destination.” 
The town’s current

owner, Roxanne Lang, said
the sale was still in escrow,
but confirmed American
Green is the buyer. She de-
clined to reveal price before
the sale closes, but noted
she and her late husband,
Gerald Freeman, listed the
property at $5 million when
they put it up for sale last
year. 

American Green says it
plans to expand that farm
and also bottle and sell can-
nabis-infused water from
Nipton’s plentiful aquifer.

Cannabis company plans to turn
desert town into pot paradise 
Associated Press

NIPTON

High time: An Old West-
style hotel in the California
desert town of Nipton. * AP

Having lost their heads,
been pulled from their
plinths, smashed and even
buried, things are at last
looking up for some of the
unluckiest statues in
Christendom. 

For five centuries, the 12
apostles looked down on the
adoring hordes, who mar-
velled at the Sainte-Chapelle
in Paris, arguably the
greatest Gothic edifice ever
build.

Standing between its
spectacular stained glass
windows — one of the won-
ders of the medieval world —
they could have been for-
given for feeling smug hav-
ing survived the Reforma-
tion without a scratch.

But the statues were
caught in the whirlwind of
not just one French revolu-
tion but two, and since then,
history has been less than
kind. Until now that is.

A team of French scient-
ists are at last revealing their
original colours and forms
from 1248 when they first
stood guard over one of the
most revered of Christian
relics, the crown of thorns
that Christ reputedly wore
on the cross.

French king Louis IX built
the staggeringly beautiful
private chapel to house the
relics after buying them
from the cash-strapped Lat-
ins, who sacked Con-
stantinople in 1204 and
began stripping the Byz-
antine capital of its
treasures.

The crusader king, who
was later made a saint, also
acquired parts of the True
Cross and the Holy Lance for
the chapel, which backed
onto his royal palace.

Six of the most heavily
damaged of the apostle
statues are now being ana-
lysed by the French mu-
seums’ restoration and re-
search centre, known as
C2RMF, at its laboratories

underneath the Louvre. 
Its director of sculptures

Alexandra Gerard said as
well taking tiny samples
from “the sandwich layers”
of paint to find the first coat
under a microscope, experts
were also trying to crack the
puzzle about how the much-
damaged, repaired and re-
painted statues were first
made.

New light
Using X-rays and ultraviolet
scans they have been able to
cast new light on statues
whose nicknames are
vaguely reminiscent of the
Seven Dwarves, from ‘The
Melancholic’ and ‘The Philo-
sopher’ to the ‘Headless
One.’ But the most exciting
potential discovery for the
Cluny Museum of the Middle
Ages in Paris, where the six
badly damaged apostles are
held, is how different the
original colours were. 

“The statues in the Sainte-
Chapelle now are very
highly coloured like its
stained glass,” said curator
Damien Berne.

“However, it seems that in
the 13th century they had a
very different chromatic
range”, which may have
been designed so “the
apostles stood out” from the
windows.

Although tests are still go-
ing on to confirm the find-

ings, he said the statue
known as ‘The Melancholic’
may also not have been
quite so down in the dumps
as he now seems. His head
may simply not have been
put back on his shoulders
correctly after he was
roughed up by French
revolutionaries.

The statues’ vicissitudes
began in the tumultuous
decade after the fall of the
Bastille in 1789. 

Torn down and buried
Torn down from their
plinths, they were uncere-
moniously cast aside; two
ended up broken and buried
under a pavement and the
others were dispersed to
various storehouses and mu-
seums. They fared even
worse in the revolution of
1830, when four lost their
heads to rioters. But for a pi-
ous old woman who man-
aged to pick up and hide the
heads, they would have
been lost forever.

While restoring the
chapel in 1840, the architect
Felix Duban tried to put all
the statues back in their
place. However, the four de-
capitated saints and the two
buried ones were judged to
be beyond repair and
handed on to the Cluny Mu-
seum. Yet, somewhere along
the line, another head had
gone astray.

Scientists study true form of twelve 12th century statues

Agence France-Presse

Paris

Test of time: A curator examines stone statues belonging to
the Museum of Cluny before their restoration in Paris. * AFP

Cracking the mystery of
hapless apostles of Paris 
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