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Giving a stern warning to the
Left Democratic Front gov-
ernment and the CPI(M) fol-
lowing the sporadic incid-
ents of political violence that
erupted in different parts of
the State against the Bhar-
atiya Janata Party and
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh workers during the
past few weeks, Union Fin-
ance Minister Arun Jaitley
said here on Sunday that the
State government should
show the political will to
contain such incidents and
restore normality at the
earliest. 

Addressing reporters
after visiting the residence
of Rajesh, an RSS activist
killed in the city last week,
and talking to the family
members of victims of vari-
ous incidents, Mr. Jaitley ac-
cused the police of remain-
ing mute spectators to the
violence.

Whenever the Left Demo-
cratic Front came to power
in the State, CPI(M) workers
“tend to target their political
foes.” Aberrations are an ex-
ception, but if there is a pat-
tern to such incidents, it
should be viewed seriously,
he said.

According to him, the vi-
olence had marred peace in
the State, hit its stability and
also hampered economic
growth and development. 

‘Barbaric act’
Mr. Jaitley described the
killing of Rajesh as a “bar-
baric act’’ done without any
provocation. Multiple
wounds were inflicted by
the assailants. Even enemy
nations would not treat
people like this, he said. 

The State government
should award stringent, de-
terrent punishment to the

perpetrators of such viol-
ence, he said. 

He laid the onus for curb-
ing such incidents on the
State government and
wanted it to act expedi-
tiously without “considering
the political affiliation or re-
ligion of the accused.”

Referring to news reports
that he had called on only
the affected families of
Sangh Parivar workers and
ignored those of CPI(M)
cadre, Mr. Jaitley said he was
not averse to meeting any-
one, including the families
of CPI(M) activists. But he re-
jected the government’s ar-
gument that CPI(M) workers
were also affected by the vi-
olence. 

“This is not an advisable
stance for a government. It
should act to bring the viol-
ence to an end.” 

He also denied the charge
that the RSS also had an act-
ive role in the violent incid-
ents. The growth of the BJP
or the RSS cannot be de-
terred by violence, he said. 

‘Double standards’
Those who are critical of the
‘stray incidents’ that erupt
in NDA-ruled States choose
to remain silent about the
untoward incidents in Ker-

ala, he claimed. Those who
go on a vigorous campaign
against the NDA and the BJP
are adopting a different
stance when violence erupts
in Kerala. This smacks of
double standards, he
charged. 

Referring to Governor P.
Sathasivam summoning
Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan to the Raj Bhavan in
the wake of the violence in
the capital, Mr. Jaitley said
the Governor was only dis-
charging his official duty to
advise the government in
times of need, otherwise he
would have been seen as re-
maining a mute spectator.

Mr. Sathasivam was only
performing the task as-
signed to him as per the
Constitution, he added. 

Mr. Jaitley, who reached
the capital by noon, went to
Rajesh’s house first, con-
soled his family members
and offered all support to
them. Addressing a gather-
ing of party workers after
the visit, he said the time
had come for the govern-
ment to ‘introspect’ whether
it should focus on develop-
ment initiatives or “aid the
perpetrators of violence.” 

Jaitley asks Kerala to put
an end to political violence
Seeks stringent punishment for RSS activist’s killers

N.J. Nair

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

Words of solace: Union Finance Minister Arun Jaitley 
visiting the family members of slain RSS worker Rajesh in
Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday * PTI

CONTINUED A PAGE 10

The Prime Minister’s Office
(PMO) has directed the Min-
istry of Finance to fund the
losses incurred by the Indian
Railways in operating non-
profitable trains on strategic
lines and backward areas.

The directive ends a tussle
that began following the
merger of the Railway and
Union Budgets, as the Min-
istry of Finance had discon-
tinued the practice of
providing an annual subsidy
to the Railways.

“The PMO in a meeting
held last month has directed
the Ministry of Finance to re-
imburse the losses incurred

on strategic rail lines discon-
tinued following the merger
of Budgets,” said a senior
Ministry of Railways official,
who didn’t wish to be identi-

fied. The meeting was
chaired by Principal Secret-
ary to Prime Minister, Nri-
pendra Misra, to resolve the
issues arising out of the mer-

ger of Budgets. Railway
Board Chairman A.K. Mital,
Railway Board Financial
Commissioner B.N. Mo-
hapatra, Department of Fin-
ancial Services Secretary An-
july Chib Duggal and joint
secretary (Budget) in Min-
istry of Finance were
present, according to
sources.

The decision comes as a
relief for the Railways which
feels that the social service
obligation borne by it in run-
ning non-profitable lines of
national and strategic im-
portance should be funded
by the Central government. 

Subsidise rail losses: PMO
Finance Ministry asked to reimburse expenses on non-pro�table routes

Somesh Jha

New Delhi
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Ancient jewellery and
decoration has a new
meaning, with the discovery
of bone ornaments in
Telangana that go back
about 4,000 years. In a find
that has excited
archaeologists, 50 pieces of
bone ornaments have been
found in a hamlet of
Narmetta, an agricultural
village on the outskirts of
Hyderabad. 

Shaped precisely like a
rhombus with round holes
in the middle and circular
indentations, these are
thought to have been used as
jewellery. Samples of the
artefacts are being analysed
at the Centre for Cellular and
Molecular Biology in
Hyderabad. 

Historian Prof. K.P. Rao,
who led the 2005
Gachibowli megalithic

excavation that dated the
earliest megalithic site to
2200 BC said, “Bone
ornaments have not been
found till date in India. We
had perforated teeth but this
I am hearing for the first
time.”

Along with the bone
ornaments, officials of the
State Department of
Archaeology and Museums

(DAM) also unearthed one of
the biggest capstones in the
region. The stone, weighing
about 42 tonnes, had to be
moved using a crane.

History unveiled
“The season was fantastic,
with discoveries that have
given us a better
understanding of megalithic
history. Once the bone

samples are analysed, we
will know which animal they
came from,” said N. R.
Visalatchy of DAM.

A 20-acre site at the
farming village of Siddipet
was excavated earlier, and in
2017, archaeologists began
digging at a raised mound.
Here, they found their first
anthropomorphic menhir —
an upright stone with
human traits.
“Anthropomorphic menhirs
have been documented at
multiple locations in south
India, dating between 1300
BC and 200 BC but this is a
first for Telangana,” said
Ramulu Naik, a DAM official. 

The 2.95-metre menhir
was vertical. “The tradition
of anthropomorphic figurine
worship continues among
some tribes. So, I am not
surprised at the finding,”
said Prof. Rao. The team also
found four perfectly

preserved fire stands used
by people to keep warm.
The pottery and other items
were discovered at a three-
metre depth.

Burial norms persist 
“The people who lived there
had evolved burial norms
which we are following even
now. The head is on the
south side and the feet are in
the north direction,” said G.
Nagaraju, who was part of
the excavation team. 

“These findings are just a
sample. Many of the other
rock formations and burial
sites have been disturbed or
destroyed by the people
living nearby so that they
can cultivate their land. We
have to carry out our
excavations quickly, as I
don’t think any of these sites
will be allowed to remain in
their present status,” said
Mr. Nagaraju. 
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Revealed: 4,000-year-old bone jewel fashions 
Archaeologists thrilled at discovery of perfect ornaments near Hyderabad, a �rst for the country

Serish Nanisetti

HYDERABAD

Ancient designs: Pieces of bone ornaments unearthed at
Narmetta, on the outskirts of Hyderabad. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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Mark of a champion: U.S. athlete Justin Gatlin pays his respects to Jamaica’s Usain Bolt after winning the �nal of the 100m at the
2017 IAAF World Championships in London on Sunday. In his farewell competitive race, Bolt won bronze. * AFP (REPORT ON PAGE 15)
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Victor and the veteran

The 44 Gujarat Congress
MLAs housed in a resort on
the outskirts of Bengaluru
since July 30, will return on
Monday morning.

On their return, the legis-
lators will stay in a resort
near Ahmedabad till the
commencement of voting for
Rajya Sabha elections on Au-
gust 8. AICC president Sonia
Gandhi’s political secretary
Ahmed Patel is the Congress
nominee from Gujarat.

The legislators were flown
from Ahmedabad to
Bengaluru to prevent pos-

sible defection and horse
trading by the ruling BJP
ahead of the RS polls. The
MLAs called on Governor

Vajubhai Vala on Saturday. 
On Saturday, AICC spokes-

man and MLA Shaktisinh Go-
hil, alleged that the BJP was

spreading lies about party le-
gislators being held captive
by the Congress central lead-
ership. “We neither accept
bribes nor give it. Any at-
tempt of the BJP to buy our
MLAs will be foiled,” he said. 

‘Rejected BJP offer’
Dismissing media reports
and BJP accusations that the
legislators were having fun at
the resort while people in
their constituencies in Gu-
jarat were affected by floods,
Mr. Gohil said, “If we were
here to enjoy, we would have
accepted the ₹15 crore offer
from the BJP.” 

Gujarat MLAs to return today
44 Congress legislators will stay at Ahmedabad resort till RS polls on August 8 

Special Correspondent 

Bengaluru 

Show of unity: The Congress MLAs from Gujarat with
Karnataka Minister D.K. Shivakumar. * K. MURALI KUMAR

A Bangladeshi suspected by
the police of being involved
in terror activities in his
country was arrested in the
Muzaffarnagar district of Ut-
tar Pradesh on Sunday.

Abdullah-al-Mamon was
nabbed by a team of the
Anti-Terror Squad (ATS) of
the U.P. police from the
Kutesara area of Muzaf-

farnagar. The ATS claimed
Abdullah was associated
with the Ansarullah Bangla
Team, an outfit under the
scanner for the murders of
atheists and ‘liberal blog-
gers’ in Bangladesh.

Inspector General of Po-
lice Aseem Arun said Abdul-
lah would shelter “terrorists,
especially those from
Bangladesh”, and facilitate
their stay here through fake

documents and identity
cards. Abdullah was himself
living with fake Aadhaar and
identity cards, police said.

“On preliminary ques-
tioning, Abdullah said that
while living in Deoband, he
helped terrorists, especially
those from Bangladesh, to
live safely in India by getting
fake identity cards made for
them,” Mr. Arun said.

Bangladeshi terror suspect arrested in U.P.
special correspondent

LUCKNOW

CONTINUED A PAGE 10

Stalking case: Rahul
demands action
NEW DELHI

Leader of various parties

have condemned the stalking

of a woman in Chandigarh by

the son of the president of

the BJP State unit. Congress

vice-president Rahul Gandhi

tweeted: “Condemn attempt

to kidnap & outrage modesty

of young lady in Chdgrh

[Chandigarh]. BJP Govt mst

[must] punish the guilty; not

collude W/ [with] culprits &

mindset they represent.”

NEWS A PAGE 11
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“The teacher alone can
bring out the skills and in-
tellectual capabilities of
students. He is the ‘engine’
of the educational system,”
a young, former professor
of a Tamil Nadu college
said, reminding a Bench of
Chief Justice of India J.S.
Khehar and Justice D.Y.
Chandrachud of a 1994
judgment of the court.

Former assistant pro-
fessor K.M. Karthik
through his counsel, Ab-
hishek Yadav and Diggaj
Pathak, submitted that for
a teacher to deliver the
“enlightened service” ex-
pected of him, “blackmail
and harassment” by col-
lege managements must
stop.

Mr. Yadav, in a PIL plea
referred to the plight of
over four lakh teachers in
various private engineering
colleges, recognised by the
All India Council of Tech-
nical Education (AICTE). 

SC: protect
teachers in
pvt. colleges
Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

CONTINUED ON A PAGE 10
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Three die of asphyxiation
while cleaning manhole
NEW DELHI

Three labourers were

asphyxiated while a fourth is

battling for life after

reportedly inhaling

poisonous gases inside a

manhole they were cleaning

in Lajpat Nagar on Sunday

afternoon. 
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DELHI Timings

Monday, August 07

RISE 05:46 SET 19:08

RISE 18:53 SET 05:10

Tuesday, August 08

RISE 05:47 SET 19:07

RISE 19:34 SET 06:05

Wednesday, August 09

RISE 05:47 SET 19:06

RISE 20:14 SET 07:01

The West Bengal govern-
ment is considering a pro-
posal for setting up a separ-
ate Board for English
medium schools in the State.
The decision was announced
by the State’s Education Min-
ister Partha Chatterjee.
From the Left Front doing
away with teaching the Eng-
lish language in primary
classes to the Trinamool
Congress’ (TMC) plan for a
separate Board for English
medium schools, the teach-
ing of English as a subject
and as a medium has come
full circle in the State.

Mr. Chatterjee told journ-
alists at the State Secretariat
Nabanna that “a section of
schools in Bengal do not go
by the State government’s
education policy and are
more interested in following

the Centre’s line in this re-
gard. If this goes on, we have
to consider setting up a sep-
arate Board through
legislation.”

The announcement was
made on Friday. The devel-
opment comes at a time

when differences between
the State government and
certain Central Boards have
come to the fore.

The Left Front govern-
ment had, in 1984, removed
English from primary classes
in all Bengali medium State

and State-run schools. Prior
to this, the teaching of Eng-
lish returned to Class V in
1992, Class III in 1998, and fi-
nally, in 2003, it was decided
that the language would be
taught as a subject from
Class I onwards.

Bengal mulls separate board
for English-medium schools
A section of schools not following State’s education policy: Minister

Staff Reporter

KOLKATA

A student in Ganjam district
had to undergo severe men-
tal agony due to an error in
tabulation and misplace-
ment of answer sheet by the
Board of Secondary Educa-
tion (BSE), Odisha.

As per the results of the
Class X examination, Dipak
Kumar Rath of Sri Krushna
Sahu High School, Ni-
makhandi, in Ganjam dis-
trict had passed with 506
marks.

According to his parents,
Dipak was not satisfied with
his marks in Mathematics
and English. So, he applied
for revision and photo-cop-
ies of answer sheets of both
the papers.

On June 13, Dipak re-
ceived the revised marks for
his Mathematics paper and
his score went up by six
marks to 96. But the Board
informed him that there was
no change in his English pa-
per marks. But the photo-
copy of the English paper

answer sheet sent to Dipak
by BSE was not his but that
of some other student. On
June 19, Dipak again ap-
proached the BSE.

On July 31, the Board is-
sued new revised marks. His
score in English rose from 55
to 89. His aggregate mark in
all subjects increased to 540.

The All India Democratic
Students’ Organisation has
taken up the issue, alleging
that the BSE was playing
with the career of poor
students.

Staff Reporter 

BERHAMPUR

Student su�ers due to
errors of Odisha board 

Finishing touch: An artist making idols of Goddess Durga in Kolkata on Sunday. * PTI
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Inside Kolkata

IIT-Kharagpur will restruc-
ture under-graduate and
post-graduate programmes
in near future, institute Dir-
ector Partha Pratim Chakra-
barti said on Sunday.

“We are going to com-
pletely restructure under-
graduate post-graduate pro-
grammes to offer very spe-

cified course having the
core competence but re-
taining large flexibility,”
Prof Chakrabarti told re-
porters after the 63rd an-
nual convocation of the
institution.

“In the modern times
people require just not one
discipline competence but
multi-disciplinary compet-
ence. We are redefining the

curriculum and it will start
from 2018,” the director
said.

Asked what he meant by
redefining curriculum,
Chakrabarti said, “We plan
to reduce the core part and
have add-on degrees for not
just making the pro-
grammes attractive but to
create programmes that are
relevant.” 

IIT-Kharagpur to revamp UG, PG programmes 

Press Trust of India

Kharagpur

A man allegedly burnt his
70-year-old father to death
in Nadia district for refus-
ing to give him a share of
the money he had earned
by selling some trees, the
police has said.

Baidyanath Biswas, a
farmer, recently sold some
trees for ₹90,000 and his
son Abodh wanted a share
of the money but his father
refused, a police officer
said.

An angry Abodh al-
legedly poured petrol on
his father while he was
sleeping and set him on
fire at Rabanbar village un-
der Ranaghat police station
area on Friday night.

Son burns
father to
death 
Press Trust of India

Ranaghat (WB)

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image



EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2017 3
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

NORTH

A global information techno-
logy (IT) delivery centre is
coming up here to provide
the ease of doing business to
the engineering, architec-
tural and professional com-
panies in their international
operations. It has been spe-
cially designed to cater to
the changing dynamics of
the business world.

The centre, being set up
with an investment of
Rs.100 crore, is expected to
give employment to about
1,100 engineers, architects
and IT and other profession-
als, when fully operational.
It is claimed to be a world-
class facility with the latest
workstations and servers,
network and security sys-

tem, power-backup and all
allied services.

Inaugurating the centre
over the week-end, Chief
Minister Vasundhara Raje
said the government pro-
cesses in Rajasthan would
be studied and altered con-
tinuously for promoting in-
vestments, while an equal
emphasis would be laid on
widening employment op-
portunities for the youths.

Platinum certification
The centre's promoter, Pin-
nacle Infotech, has already
applied for leadership in en-
ergy and environmental
design (LEED) platinum cer-
tification. As many as 260
engineers and architects
have also been hired from
different colleges in Ra-

jasthan and trained at the
Pinnacle head office in
Durgapur.

The team is now working
on global iconic projects
across the world, such as the
Jeddah Tower in Saudi Ara-
bia, which will be the tallest
building in the world, Mus-
cat and Salalah airports in
Oman, Lusail inaugural FIFA
football stadium at Doha,
Qatar, and several hospitals
in Saudi Arabia.

Ms. Raje said in her ad-
dress that the government's
role as a primary provider of
employment was getting re-
duced with the shrinking of
its works. “This is true of all
States. The opportunities for
employment are now com-
ing more from the private
enterprises,” she said. 

To cater to the changing dynamics of the business world

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR: 

Global IT delivery centre
coming up in Jaipur

1,000 Haryana villages
to get 24-hour power 
HISAR

Haryana Chief Minister

Manohar Lal Khattar on

Sunday said an additional

1,000 villages in the State

will get round-the-clock

electricity supply from

August 15. Line losses in the

State have reduced from 30

to 25 percent as a result of

the initiatives being taken by

the government to make the

power discoms in the State

profitable and to provide

adequate electricity to the

people, he said. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Five run over by
train in Rajasthan
JAIPUR

Five persons were run over by

a speeding train at

Sawimadhopur Railway

Station in Rajasthan on

Sunday. Two others were

injured in the incident, the

railway police said. Four of

the five deceased were

identified as Kamal (19),

Nitesh (14), Man Singh and

Mukesh (both 35), he said. PTI 

Teenage girl commits
suicide in Punjab 
PHAGWARA

A teenaged girl allegedly

committed suicide by hanging

herself from a ceiling fan of

her house here, the police

said on Sunday. Chaheru

Police Post Investigating

Officer (IO) Daya Ram

identified the woman as

Manpreet Kaur (17), a resident

of Chaheru village. “Poverty

had driven her to take this

extreme step,” he said and

added that she had passed

her Class 12 examination and

wanted to study further, but

her parents could not afford

the expenditure. PTI

Inter-State tree cutter
gang busted; 15 held 
MUZAFFARNAGAR

The police on Sunday claimed

to have busted an inter-State

gang of tree cutters and

arrested its 15 members in

Kotwali area here. SSP Anant

Dev said the gang was

operating in Uttarakhand,

Himachal Pradesh and Uttar

Pradesh. Four vehicles,

₹50,000 and wood were

recovered from them. PTI 

The Centre in association
with the National Legal Ser-
vice Authority (NALSA)
today launched ‘Tele-Law’
scheme in Bihar with an aim
to provide an opportunity to
the common man to access
legal aid easily.

Under the scheme, villa-
gers can have access to legal
consultation with the help of
para legal volunteers at Com-
mon Service Centre (CSC)
which will be equipped with
computers and Internet
facility.

A person in need of legal
aid can get consultation
through video-conferencing
at a CSC from empanelled
lawyers of district and State
legal service authority. ₹30
will be charged for the legal
consultation, but in case of
BPL people, this amount
would be returned to their

account. The Tele-Law
scheme was launched in the
presence of Supreme Court
Justice Dipak Misra, who is
also executive chairman of
NALSA, Union Law and
Justice and IT minister Ravi
Shankar Prasad and Bihar
Chief Minister Nitish Kumar.

Speaking on the occasion,
Justice Misra said a big re-

sponsibility has been entrus-
ted upon the Para Legal Vo-
lunteers (PLVs).

He requested the govern-
ment to increase the number
of PLVs in the state from cur-
rent 1,800 to 4,000.

The scheme would help
poor people in getting legal
aid easily, Mr. Kumar said,
adding that survey/settle-

ment of land is being carried
out afresh as the lion’s share
of legal problems in the State
are related to land.

The services of the Right
of Public Service Act and
Public Grievance Redressal
Act will be available at CSCs,
he said.

Besides, various other ser-
vices like making Aadhaar
card, PAN, applying for pass-
ports, reservation of train
berths and bill payments can
be done from CSCs, Mr.
Prasad said. The scheme has
already been launched in Ut-
tar Pradesh, Assam and
Jammu and Kashmir, he said.

Deputy Chief Minister
Sushil Kumar Modi, Patna
High Court Chief Justice Ra-
jendra Menon, Bihar State
Legal Service Authority exec-
utive chairman Justice Ajay
Kumar Tripathi and others
were present at the pro-
gramme. 

Centre launches scheme to
provide easy legal aid in Bihar 
Villagers can have access to consultation with the help of para legal volunteers 

All smiles: Bihar Chief Minister Nitish Kumar with Union Law
Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad during a function in Patna on
Sunday. * RANJEET KUMAR 

Press Trust of India 

Patna

Special Day: Widows celebrate Raksha Bandhan festival during a function organised by Sulabh International at Gopinath Temple in
Vrindavan on Sunday. * PTI
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Rakhi is here

The Supreme Court has
cleared the decks for selec-
tion and appointment of
over 3500 Sub-Inspectors
and Platoon Commanders in
Uttar Pradesh Police, which
has been stalled for over six
years.

Courts restrained 
The apex court stayed the
directions passed by both
benches of the High Court at
Allahabad and Lucknow
from time to time and re-
strained them from enter-
taining any petition with re-
gard to selection and
appointment process of po-
lice officials which started in
2011 when the BSP govern-
ment was in power.

The erstwhile Samajwadi
Party government’s attempt
to take it forward also did
not yield results due to mul-
tiple litigations.

The incumbent BJP gov-
ernment told the apex court
that there was a dire need of
police personnel as no ap-
pointment for the Sub-In-
spector posts has been made
for six years.

A bench of Justices Kurian
Joseph and R Banumathi,
while hearing a batch of ap-

peals, directed the state gov-
ernment to resume the train-
ing process within two
weeks, which will be contin-
ued and completed till the
last among the 3533 candid-
ates undergoes the training.

“In the above circum-
stances, we are of the view
that it will be appropriate if
the State is permitted and
directed to complete the
process of appointment of
the candidates who had
already commenced the
training. In case, any one of
them has completed the
training, it will be open to
the State to appoint him/her
straightaway,” the bench
said.

Completion of training 
The apex court clarified that
successful completion of the
training will be followed by
their appointment and pos-
ted the matter for further
hearing on August 22.

The recruitment process
for 4010 vacancies had star-
ted on May 19, 2011, but after
the final selection list was
published, some candidates
challenged the entire pro-
cess which eventually led to
the stalling of selection and
appointment of police offi-
cials in the state.

The Uttar Pradesh govern-

ment told the apex court
that was in dire need of po-
lice personnel as no appoint-
ment in the post of Sub-In-
spectors has been made by
way of direct recruitment
during the past six years.

The Bench was informed
that a total of 3533 candid-
ates had been sent for train-
ing in November, 2015 and
they have almost completed
it.

The State government told
the court that as far as 291
candidates for the post of
Platoon Commanders are
concerned, 132 were sent for
training and 75 of them have
already completed it.

The apex court also direc-
ted the state government to
take the remaining tests
(group discussions, physical
fitness and medical examina-
tion) of all the 237 candid-
ates, who had challenged the
selection process by way of
37 petitions, provided they
have cleared the written
examination.

It directed the State gov-
ernment to file a status-cum-
compliance report within
two weeks and apprise it
about the 810 candidates
whose results were withheld
as the selection list was al-
legedly tampered with by us-
ing whitener.

Decks cleared for appointment
of over 3,500 SIs in UP Police 
SC tells State govt to resume training process within 2 weeks 

Press Tust of India 

New Delhi

Four children died in rain-
related incidents in Hi-
machal Pradesh, where sev-
eral houses were destroyed
and over 100 roads blocked
due to landslides, even as
the State braced for heavy
rainfall as did parts of
Odisha and West Bengal.

A house collapsed in a
landslide after by a cloud-
burst in Pandra-Bis area in
Kullu district of Himachal
Pradesh and two children
were buried alive, police
said. A 12-year-old girl died
in lightning in Bhadrakali vil-

lage in Gagret Tehsil, while a
nine-year-old boy drowned
in a swollen Khud in Jalgran
village, they said.

Over 100 roads closed 
Over 100 roads have been
closed and the administra-
tion is on the tenterhooks as
the local MeT office has
warned of heavy rains at
isolated places in mid and
lower hills over next four
days. In Odisha, heavy to
very heavy rainfall occurred
at one or two places over
north-coastal Odisha and
heavy rainfall at one or two
places in other parts.

In West Bengal, the Met
department has forecast
heavy rainfall in sub-Him-
alayan districts for the next
five days, with the intensity
likely to increase from
Wednesday.

Rains lashed a few parts
of Punjab and Haryana lead-
ing to a fall in mercury by a
few notches

The Met department of-
fice in Chandigarh has is-
sued a heavy rain alert for
isolated places in Haryana
and Punjab for August 8-9.

Several parts of Bihar re-
corded light to moderate
rains. 

Four die in rain-related
incidents in Himachal
Odisha, West Bengal brace for heavy downpour

Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

Jammu and Kashmir Chief
Minister Mehbooba Mufti on
Sunday laid the foundation
stones for three projects, in-
cluding a hostel for working
women and a night shelter
for the homeless here.

The Chief Minister, who
arrived here on a two-day
visit on the eve of ‘Raksha
Bandhan’ festival, laid the
foundation of the hostel for
working women at Boria, to
be built at a cost of ₹4.16
crore.

The 41-room hostel has a
capacity of accommodating
73 people. It would have fa-
cilities like kitchen, com-
puter lab, office, badminton
court, child care room and
other amenities, an official
spokesperson said, adding
Ms. Mufti has directed that
the construction of the
hostel be completed in a
year’s time. 

The Chief Minister also
laid the foundation for a

night shelter for the urban
homeless people, to be built
at a cost of ₹1.86 crore.

The three-storeyed build-
ing would provide 100-bed
accommodation to the
homeless people and would
have facilities of kitchen,
pantry and dining hall. The
project is expected to be
completed by March next
year, the spokesperson said.

Earlier, Ms. Mufti laid the
foundation of development

of a park at Lower Roop
Nagar in Muthi and would
cost ₹1.28 crore. 

It is expected to be com-
pleted within six months, he
said.

Several locals and mem-
bers of Kashmiri migrant
pandit community interac-
ted with the Chief Minister
who sought their feedback
about the facilities being
provided to them, the
spokesperson said. 

Mehbooba lays foundation
of three projects in Jammu 
Press Trust of India

Jammu

Jammu and Kashmir Chief Minister Mehbooba Mufti and
Deputy Chief Minister Nirmal Singh laying the foundation stone
of a park in Lower Roop Nagar in Jammu on Sunday. * PTI

A Navy officer was on
Sunday detained after he
created a security scare by
claiming he was carrying a
bomb aboard an Air India
flight, which later turned
out to be a hoax, a security
official said.

CISF statement
An official of the CISF,
which manages security at
all airports in the country,
said the accused, who had
denied making any bomb
claim, was detained by po-
lice in Jodhpur.

The Navy officer allegedly
warned the airline crew of a
bomb on the aircraft flying
from Delhi to Jaipur via
Jodhpur when he was
denied permission to de-
board at Jodhpur as he had
booked the flight up to
Jaipur.

Tiff with staff

“The officer had a tiff with
the airline staff when the
flight touched down at Jodh-
pur. He told them he
wanted to deboard and
threatened he was carrying
a bomb when the crew
stopped him from disem-
barking. The passenger has
been handed over to local
police,” said the Central In-
dustrial Security Force of-
ficer. 

The bomb hoax delayed
the flight by three hours.

AI 475
The airline said the incident
took place on AI 475 flight
with 175 passengers on
board on the Delhi-Jodhpur-
Jaipur route.

All passengers evacuated.
“The aircraft was searched
as per the standard operat-
ing procedure but nothing
was found. The person has
been detained by the CISF,”
the Air India spokesperson
said.

Bomb hoax on �ight:
Navy o�cer detained 
The AI �ight was delayed by 3 hours 

Indo-Asian News Service 

New Delhi/Jodhpur

Former Uttar Pradesh minis-
ter and BSP leader Haji
Yaqub Qureshi’s son has
been booked for allegedly

threatening traders by
wielding a gun at a market
here, the police said on
Sunday. The traders had
lodged a police complaint
on Saturday. 

Ex-UP minister’s son booked 
Press Trust of India 

Meerut
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No VIP darshan from
Aug. 12 to 15 at Tirumala
TIRUMALA

The Tirumala Tirupati

Devasthanams will not

entertain recommendation

letters from any VIP from

August 12 to 15 in view of

four holidays coming in a row.

TTD JEO K.S. Srinivasa Raju

said on Sunday that the

management expected a

heavy turnout and hence

would confine the privilege to

VIPs under the protocol

category who come in person. 

Falling short: View of a temple pond at Peralasseri in Kannur. Due to de�cieny in rainfall, most of the waterbodies across Kerala
have not �lled up this season. Monsoon rainfall recorded in the State this year has been lower than that in 2016. * THULASI KAKKAT
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Sad re�ection

Chief Minister Pinarayi Vi-
jayan on Sunday said he had
apprehensions about how
badly the wrongful projec-
tion of Kerala as a region
torn by political strife would
impact the State’s ambitious
development agenda and its
crucial tourism sector.

His comment came imme-
diately after an all-party
meeting to usher in peace in
localities affected by the re-
cent round of disruptive tit-
for-tat violence between the
Communist Party India
(Marxist) and the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP).

The effect of the false
campaign, much of it on so-
cial media, was already be-
ing felt in a State that had al-
ways been a magnet for
domestic and international
tourists, Mr. Vijayan said.

The meeting assumed
political significance as it
was held against the back-
drop of Union Minister Arun
Jaitley’s high-profile visit to
the house of a Dalit
Rashtriya Swayamsevak
Sangh (RSS) activist who was
allegedly killed by CPI(M)
cadres.

Moreover, the recentviol-

ence was likely to be
heatedly debated in the Le-
gislative Assembly session
beginning on Monday.

The Chief Minister poin-
tedly refused to be drawn
into a controversy regarding
Mr. Jaitley’s visit stating that
he would only speak in the
context of the all-party
conference.

Mr. Vijayan said the meet-
ing agreed that political viol-
ence was best controlled if
local leaders of all parties
rushed to the violence-hit
locality immediately.

‘Political space to work’
It was felt that every organ-
isation should be accorded
the freedom and political
space to work. It was gener-
ally agreed that political
parties should rid them-
selves of their ‘ghetto men-
tality’. There should be no
protectorates, including on
campuses.

Mr. Vijayan pointed out
that violence was often per-
petrated by criminals who
operated on the fringes of
political parties. They
should be isolated. A clear
line should be drawn
between criminals and genu-
ine political workers. 

Pinarayi fears jolt to Kerala’s
development agenda 
Chief Minister says false campaign by BJP will a�ect the State’s image

Crucial meet: CM Pinarayi Vijayan and other leaders at an
all-party meet in Thiruvananthapuram on Sunday. * S. MAHINSHA

Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

Onion prices are set to bring
tears to consumers. Follow-
ing a rally of tomato prices,
its now the turn of onions. 

A kilo of onion that was
being sold at ₹12 two weeks
ago is now ₹30 a kg. Not just
that, it is only expected to
rise further to ₹50+ a kg by
the end of this month.

The rise in prices is owing
to crop failure in Karnataka,
Andhra Pradesh and Tamil
Nadu, sources in the onion
markets said. Floods in Gu-
jarat and buying of onions by
Madhya Pradesh govern-
ment recently had also con-
tributed to the northward
move of prices, they said.

September is the kharif
harvest season for onions,
especially for those grown in
Karnataka in Challakere,
Chitradurga, Davangere,
Hubballi, Vijayapura, and
Bagalkot. But onions from
those fields that are depend-
ent on borewells flood the
markets by August first

week, which has been very
meagre this year.

‘Supply is less’ 
“Owing to continuous
drought over the past three
years and failure of mon-
soon this season as well,
most borewells have run dry
and crop loss is severe in the
State. The supply is less than
50% leading to steep price
hike,” Ravi Kumar of Ban-

galore Potato and Onion
Traders’ Association. He ad-
ded that reports from Tamil
Nadu and Andhra Pradesh
were also not encouraging
and this may only lead to fur-
ther hike in prices to ₹50+ a
kilo. 

A senior procurement of-
ficial of a grocery chain said
that the supply of onions in
the city market had fallen
drastically. “The supply is

more than one thirds less
than normal, pushing up the
prices,” he said and added
that 2017 could be a repeat
of 2015, when a kilo of
onions had shot up to ₹80+
as the year concluded. 

Onion prices have seen a
rally in 2013, 2015 and now
in 2017, almost every other
year. Mr. Ravi Kumar said
that drought over the past
three years had severely af-
fected crops leading to a
rally, while he added that
onion prices suffered from a
cyclical rally almost every
two years. 

“The year 2015 saw the
biggest rally of prices in re-
cent times, leading to farm-
ers in large numbers opting
for the crop in 2016, keeping
prices low. The prices fell to
such levels that riots broke
out in Madhya Pradesh in
the previous season, leading
to a government buyout of
onions. This has now cre-
ated a dip in supplies again
leading to a rally,” he ex-
plained. 

Onion prices shoot up in Karnataka 
Increase due to crop failure in the State as well as in Andhra Pradesh and T.N.

K.V. Aditya Bharadwaj 

Bengaluru

Out of reach: A kilo of onion that was being sold at ₹12 two
weeks ago is now ₹30 a kg. * G.R.N. SOMASHEKAR

“You will never be able to
rein in the smugglers,” said a
bitter S.K. Mumtaz, who tips
off forest and police officials
of Ichoda in Telangana’s
Adilabad district on alleged
Multani timber smugglers
from four local villages. 

But he has been greeted
with violence for his effort. A
Multani himself, he was al-
legedly slapped by a police
officer when he tried to pass
on information about an in-
cident in which forest per-
sonnel were beaten up by
smugglers in July. “Evidently,
the police officer is in collu-
sion with the smugglers. He

sent me away from the po-
lice station to protect the cul-
prits,” he said.

Mr. Mumtaz’s story hints

at the rot that has set in and
the need for stronger meas-
ures to control illegal felling
of forest trees. “The smug-

glers are in full flow these
days, transporting eight to 10
lorry loads of teak out of the
district every day,” said a
forest officer, lamenting lack
of police cooperation.

Nomadic people
There are no records of
when Multanis came to
Ichoda in Telangana and
Chikli in Kinwat taluka of
Maharashtra. It is assumed
that the Nizam resettled the
nomadic people in the vil-
lages of Keshavpatnam,
Gundala, Jogipet and Yel-
lamaguda in Ichoda around
1930. There is no mention of
the community in the list of
castes and tribes compiled

by Syed Siraj ul Hassan in his
book The Castes and Tribes of
the H.E.H. The Nizam’s
Dominions, published in
1920.

Originally from Multan in
Pakistan, there are about
10,000 members, mainly
farmers. Some youth may be
engaged in timber smug-
gling, it is alleged, a trend
that started four decades ago
when demand for teak
surged along with real estate
activity in Hyderabad.

Adilabad Collector
Buddha Prakash M. Jyothi
has launched an effort for
development among Mul-
tanis, to make timber smug-
gling unattractive. 

Teak smuggling unabated in Adilabad
Lack of police action emboldens known tree-cutters who feed bustling city markets

S. Harpal Singh

ADILABAD

Daily plunder: A teak tree felled allegedly by Multani
smugglers in Neredigonda mandal of Adilabad. * S. HARPAL SINGH

People’s Democratic Party
(PDP) leader Abdul Nasir
Maudany, an accused in the
2008 blast case in
Bengaluru, arrived at
Cochin International Airport
at Nedumbassery near here
on Sunday evening to a jubil-
ant reception by party
activists.

Landing here around 3.20
p.m., Maudany was accom-
panied by a few of his relat-
ives, including his younger
son Salahuddin Ayyubi and
PDP State secretary
Muhammad Rajeeb, besides
an Assistant Commissioner
and a circle inspector of the
Karnataka police.

‘Not in jail’
Talking to media persons,
Maudany expressed his grat-
itude to the Supreme Court,
the State government, and
various others for their in-

tervention in ensuring
justice to him. Further, he
also sought to clarify that he
was not within the confines
of the Parappana Agrahara
prison for the past three
years.

‘‘Even those who have ex-
pressed their support to me
seem to be under the im-
pression that I am still
serving a jail term. I have

been living outside the jail
ever since I was granted bail
three years ago and that bail
was not granted on medical
grounds. However, I am not
supposed to leave Bengaluru
city without permission,’’ he
said.

Accompanied by Kerala
police, Maudany then left
for Anwarssery in Kollam,
his native place, by road.

After a week-long deliber-
ation over the travel ex-
penses of Maudany, the
Bengaluru police finally con-
sented to provide escort and
charged ₹1.56 lakh to dis-
patch a team of 19 police of-
ficials for 14 days.

Incidentally, the Supreme
Court had intervened to re-
duce the expenses from ₹15
lakh to ₹1.18 lakh.

Mr. Maudany sought the
court’s permission to see his
ailing mother and to attend
his son’s wedding scheduled
to be held in Thalassery. 

The PDP leader leaves for his native place in Kollam

Staff Reporter

KOCHI/Bengaluru 

Maudany arrives in Kerala
to attend son’s wedding

Maudany arrives at the
Nedumbassery airport 
on Sunday.

Vice-President elect M.
Venkaiah Naidu, who will
also be chairman of the Ra-
jya Sabha, on Sunday
promised that he will en-
sure vibrant, constructive,
useful, and meaningful dis-
cussions in the Upper
House of Parliament.

Mr. Naidu, who had
been elected to the Rajya
Sabha from Karnataka for
three successive terms
earlier, said he came from
a humble farmer’s family
and had no dynastic back-
ground. “I will live up to
the expectations of people
and ensure constructive
debate in the Rajya Sabha.”
He entered the Rajya Sabha
for the fourth time from
Rajasthan. 

Responding to the feli-
citation organised by lead-
ers cutting across party
lines here, Mr. Naidu re-
called his difficult student
days and said he had never
expected that he would be-
come Vice-President of the
country. 

Mr. Naidu, who has
worked closely with vet-
eran leaders A.B. Vajapyee
and L.K. Advani, said the
Indian economy was grow-
ing rapidly, while econom-
ies of China and other de-
veloped nations were
recording slow growth.

Major challenges
The former BJP president,
who was instrumental in
the implementation of the
Pradhan Mantri Gram
Sadak Yojana during the
Vajpayee government, said
the country’s major chal-
lenges were eradication of
poverty, elimination of ter-
rorism, and wiping out cor-
ruption and black money. 

Mr. Naidu advocated the
principle of cooperative
federalism and said if
States implement growth-
oriented policies, the coun-
try would achieve pro-
gress. “Agenda of the new
India is development, de-
velopment and develop-
ment,” he said amidst huge
applause from the
audience.

Will ensure
constructive
debate in RS:
Venkaiah 
Special Correspondent

Bengaluru

The Congress leadership has
redrafted its strategy to meet
the twin political challenges
posed by the CPI(M) and the
BJP and to ensure its polit-
ical space in the State.

The party leaders, who at-
tended an all-party meeting
convened by Chief Minister
Pinarayi Vijayan, clearly in-
dicated the Congress line in
the coming days. The Con-
gress party has been staging
a series of agitations for the
last several weeks trying to
focus on the corruption in
the BJP related to the sanc-
tion of medical colleges, be-
sides focusing on the polit-
ical violence involving the
BJP and the CPI(M) cadres.

It held a sit-in in
Kozhikode on the day the
BJP called a hasty hartal to

protest against the murder
of an RSS worker in the State
capital. KPCC president
M.M. Hassan has announced
a 24-hour hunger strike on
August 15 against political
violence.

Leader of the Opposition
Ramesh Chennithala has
come out with a Facebook
post asking why Union Fin-
ance Minister Arun Jaitley
was silent about the corrup-
tion of his party leaders ex-
posed by an inner party
commission.

The fact that the Chief
Minister had convened the
meeting in the context of the
Assembly session which be-
gins from Monday and that
the meeting materialised on
the day when Union Finance
Minister Arun Jaitley was in
the State as part of the BJP’s
live wire campaign to make a

headway nationally was not
lost on the Congress leaders.

They had initially planned
to keep off the all-party
meeting, since it was not
clear what kind of role the
Congress and the UDF
would have since the CPI(M)
and the BJP tried to work out
a formula through bilateral
talks.

The party leaders agreed
to participate only after an
assurance from the govern-
ment side that the UDF and
the Congress will given their
space. The images that came
out of the all-party meeting,
with Mr. Chennithala, sitting
beside the Chief Minister
was enough to satisfy the
UDF. The UDF and the Con-
gress have now decided to
use the floor of the As-
sembly to confront the gov-
ernment. 

Congress redrafts strategy
to meet challenges in Kerala
To use �oor of the Assembly to confront the government

Girish Menon

Thiruvananthapuram

Tasty diet is not always nu-
tritious. And the reverse is
also true. 

These energy bars are de-
lectable as well as nourish-
ing, but they are not avail-
able commercially, leaving
the milch cattle ‘yearning’
and the farmers clueless. 

When the National Dairy
Development Board (NDDB)
initially prepared the ‘Urea
Molasses Mineral Block’
(UMMB) on a small scale, it
was meant for buffaloes and
hence tentatively named as
‘buffalo chocolates’, but
today it is the most-liked del-
icacy for cows, buffaloes,
sheep and goat. 

The cube-shaped bars are
made of molasses (‘bellapu
maddi’), urea, mineral mix-
ture, soyabean meal, maida,
cement, calcite etc., which
gives a salty taste, a welcome
diversion for the animals
from the ‘insipid’ fodder and

cereal mixture. Farmers
hang a bar weighing 2 kg
from the roof in the middle
of the barn, which the anim-
als will lick from time to
time. One such bar gives suf-
ficient energy supplement
for two to three cattle or 10-
15 sheep in a shed a day. 

‘A hit among rearers’
B. Devasena, animal nutri-
tionist and professor at Sri
Venkateswara Veterinary
University’s (SVVU) Live-
stock Farm Complex, told

The Hindu that the SVVU dis-
played the product at its
‘Kisan Mela’ held recently,
which turned out to be a hit
among cattle rearers. How-
ever, the product is not com-
mercially available. 

Since molasses are mis-
used to brew arrack, there is
restriction on its sale. Even
the sugar cane factories can
sell it only with the permis-
sion of the Excise Depart-
ment, which is considered a
hindrance in its procure-
ment, Dr. Devasena adds. 

The bar is not suitable for
calves aged below six
months and also for cows
that have not eaten for a
whole day. 

It is up to the entrepren-
eurial lot among the veterin-
ary graduates to venture into
what could be an unex-
plored, yet highly remuner-
ative domain, to fill the gap,
thus ensuring a win-win situ-
ation for all the stakehold-
ers. 

No makers for these tasty 
nutritious ‘bu�alo chocolates’ 
Procedural hassles in preparing cattle energy bars 
A.D. RANGARAJAN 

TIRUPATI 

A bu�alo chocolate 

After completion of search
and seizure on the residen-
tial premises of Karnataka
Energy Minister D.K. Shivak-
umar that lasted for over
three days, income tax offi-
cials have issued summons,
asking him to appear before
them on Monday. 

‘Detailed questioning’ 
Sources said that the Minis-
ter, who faced preliminary
questioning during the
search operations, has been
asked to appear for a de-

tailed questioning based on
the documents that they had
seized from his residence as
well as from his family mem-

bers and aides. The search,
which began on Wednesday
morning at 60 locations
ended on Friday morning,
yielded documents pertain-
ing to undisclosed income of
about ₹300 crore from Mr.
Shivakumar, and a host of
his family members and
firms allegedly linked to
him. 

The Minister, who has in-
terests in real estate, mining,
jewellery, and education,
faced a barrage of questions
on the documents seized by
a team from the I-T Depart-
ment on Friday. 

I-T Dept. issues summons to
Karnataka Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar asked to appear before it today

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

D.K. Shivakumar

Senkumar held and let
o�, reveals Crime Branch 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala police Crime

Branch said on Sunday that it

had formally recorded the

arrest of former police chief

T.P. Senkumar on July 29 on

suspicion of having made

comments that could be

construed as disruptive to

communal peace. He was later

granted anticipatory bail.

IN BRIEF
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With the Central Zoo Author-
ity (CZA) directing authorities
of the Gandhi Zoological Park
in Gwalior to provide 12 res-
cued long-billed vultures to
the Nandankanan Biological
Park (NBP), its conservation
breeding of white-backed vul-
tures is expected to be back
on track soon.

“We are in touch with the
Gwalior zoo for shifting of the
vultures,” said NBP director
Sisir Acharya.

The NBP, one of six insti-
tutes selected for the vulture
breeding programme, has
been struggling to find vul-
tures for captive breeding.

Long search
In the past five years, the NBP
had approached the CZA,
Jatayu Conservation Breeding
Centre, Pinjore, Rani-based
Vulture Conservation Breed-
ing Centre (VCBC) and Bom-
bay Natural History Society to
find vultures for its pro-
gramme, but with no success.

With financial support

from the CZA, construction
on a conservation breeding
centre for white backed vul-
tures began in 2011-12 in an
off-exhibit area of
Nandankanan over an area of
0.3 acres, surrounded by
about seven acres of forested

area.
“The breeding centre has

been developed as a satellite
campus with basic facilities.
Two nursery aviaries
(10x12x8 feet) and one colony
aviary (100x40x20 feet) have
been constructed. We already

have electronic surveillance
system in place for the pro-
ject,” said Mr. Acharya.

Financial issue
The NBP will sort out a minor
financial issue with the CZA
before re-initiating breeding

programme. 
Proposal for carrying out

captive conservation breed-
ing of vultures was first
moved by the NBP in 2008. 

The CZA had sanctioned ₹1
crore for the project. About
₹30 lakh is lying unutilised
with NBP, but the zoo author-
ities want the CZA to earmark
more funds for the pro-
gramme as upkeep of vul-
tures is an expensive affair.

The Nandankanan zoo cur-
rently has three vultures,
each belonging to a different
species. The authority cannot
use them for conservation,
but these vultures will soon
be shown in exhibit areas.

Endangered birds
Experts said that breeding

and conservation of vultures
has become very important
as the bird species are now
endangered. Almost 95% of
vultures in India have disap-
peared. They were said to
have perished after consum-
ing carcasses of cattle, which
were tainted with Diclofenac,
a pain-killer drug. 

Nandankanan zoo to get 12 vultures
Zoological park had been struggling for 5 years to �nd birds for its conservation breeding programme

Ready and waiting: The Nandankanan Biological Park began building a conservation breeding
centre for white backed vultures in 2011. * BISWARANJAN ROUT

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

Wild tusker tramples to
death 58-year-old man
DHENKANAL (ODISHA)

A 58-year-old man was

trampled to death by an

elephant at Oupada Mahadia

village in Dhenkanal Sadar

forest range on Sunday. 

Police said Prasanna Kumar

Baral was on his way to a field

when he crossed path with

the wild tusker. Locals

demanded that the

authorities give compensation

to the victim’s family. PTI

IN BRIEF

Four die after car falls
into canal in Jabalpur
JABALPUR (MP)

Four persons, including two

women, died on Sunday after

a car in which they were

travelling fell into a canal at

Shahpura road, about 30 km

from Jabalpur. Five persons

were travelling in the car, said

police. The driver of the

vehicle allegedly lost control

and veered into a canal after

hitting a stone. PTI

Two killed in bike-truck
collision in Bihar
NAWADA (BIHAR)

Two men, Devendra Prasad

(30) and Gurua Turaiya (35),

were killed on Sunday when

their motorbike collided with

a truck coming from the

opposite direction in Nawada

district. Police said the

accident occurred near

Mahadeva more on National

Highway 31. The truck driver

is absconding. PTI

Girls aged 10 and 12
drown in Odisha
KENDRAPARA (ODISHA)

Sashmita Muduli (12) and her

younger sister Sujata Muduli

(10) drowned on Sunday

while taking bath in a pond at

a village in Odisha’s Kendra-

para district. Police said the

girls slipped from the bathing

ghat and drowned at

Mugakani village. PTI

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Monday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isol-
ated places over sub-Himalayan West Bengal & Sikkim, Ar-
unachal Pradesh, Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland, Manipur,
Mizoram, Tripura, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand, east Uttar
Pradesh, east Madhya Pradesh, Chhattisgarh, Odisha, coastal
Karnataka, Kerala and Andaman & Nicobar Islands

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala...............4.9.... 33.0.... 26.1 Kozhikode ...........16.2.... 30.6.... 24.0

Ahmedabad............ — .... 34.6.... 25.7 Kurnool .................0.6.... 36.0.... 25.3

Aizwal ....................6.... 29.5.... 12.7 Lucknow................0.2.... 34.8.... 26.7

Allahabad .............. — .... 35.3.... 28.0 Madurai................... — .... 37.8.... 25.6

Bengaluru .............. — .... 30.2.... 21.3 Mangaluru..............22.... 27.4.... 24.0

Bhopal................... — .... 28.4.... 24.2 Mumbai................... — .... 32.1.... 26.5

Bhubaneswar ........11.... 31.0.... 25.2 Mysuru.................... — .... 30.9.... 20.0

Chandigarh ..........0.3.... 34.0.... 27.5 New Delhi ............... — .... 37.2.... 28.4

Chennai .............34.4.... 36.6.... 26.7 Patna ....................0.8.... 35.2.... 27.2

Coimbatore............ — .... 31.5.... 23.1 Port Blair ............33.6.... 29.1.... 24.2

Dehradun.............0.2.... 34.2.... 25.0 Puducherry............2.6.... 35.9.... 24.6

Gangtok.............13.5.... 23.8.... 19.0 Pune .....................0.4.... 29.6.... 22.0

Goa .....................8.5.... 31.3.... 25.8 Raipur .................25.1.... 31.2.... 25.6

Guwahati .............6.4.... 34.7.... 26.5 Ranchi...................4.4.... 28.7.... 22.6

Hubballi................. — .... 27.0.... 22.0 Shillong................... — .... 24.7.... 17.4

Hyderabad ............. — .... 33.2.... 24.8 Shimla...................9.1.... 24.2.... 17.7

Imphal.................1.9.... 30.0.... 22.8 Srinagar .................. — .... 33.7.... 21.0

Jaipur .................... — .... 33.7.... 25.4 Trivandrum ...........1.2.... 30.4.... 24.6

Kochi.................14.8.... 31.0.... 24.0 Tiruchi .................... — .... 38.3.... 27.0

Kohima................8.8.... 26.0.... 18.2 Vijayawada ............1.2.... 36.4.... 25.4

Kolkata................9.4.... 31.9.... 26.6 Visakhapatnam .......2.1.... 33.0.... 27.6

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observations made at
4 p.m., Mandi
Gobindgarh, Punjab
recorded an overall air
quality index (AQI) score
of 389 indicating an
unhealthy level of
pollution. In contrast,
Jodhpur recorded a
healthy AQI score of 32

Ahmedabad ......... ....— .....— ...— ....... — .......— .......—

Bengaluru ..............09 ...39 ..55 ....... — ......79 ......*

Chennai..................96 ...14 ..53 ...... 76 .......— ......*

Delhi......................15 ...47 ..86 ...... 85....381 ......*

Hyderabad .............47 ...14 ..12 ...... 85....121 ......*

Kolkata ..................20 ...43 ..26 ....... — ......66 ......*

Lucknow ................11 ...45 ..51 .... 109 .......— ......*

Mumbai .................08 ...22 ..07 ...... 24......62 ......*

Pune ......................65 ...04 ..69 ...... 25......45 ......*

Vishakhapatnam .. ....— ...14 ..19 ...... 90....150 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease

(Individual pollutant data for various cities are averages for the previous day)

New Delhi/Chandigarh

The CBI has arrested a sub-
divisional magistrate of
Chandigarh, her husband
and a middleman in an al-
leged bribery case, officials
said on Sunday.

Shilpy Pattar, SDM (East)
Chandigarh, and the other
two were nabbed after the
agency conducted a raid at
her house here on Saturday
night, CBI spokesperson R.
K. Gaur said in New Delhi.

There was a property dis-
pute between the complain-
ant and his brother and the
matter was listed for hear-
ing in the court of the SDM
(East) Chandigarh.

The complainant alleged
that the SDM had issued dir-

ections for sealing of the dis-
puted property at Sector 26
here on August 3 without
hearing him, Mr. Gaur said.

Property dispute
The complainant further al-
leged that the SDM, through
a middleman, was demand-
ing ₹5 lakh for de-sealing the
disputed property. How-
ever, the deal was struck at
₹2 lakh.

A trap was laid by the CBI
after the complainant ap-
proached the agency. 

The SDM and the middle-
man were caught accepting
₹75,000 as first instalment
of the bribe. 

Around ₹25,000 in cash
was recovered from the
husband.

CBI arrests SDM, her
husband for graft
Press Trust of India

The situation in Darjeeling
remained tense on Sunday,
though no incident of viol-
ence has been reported
since last night.

Gorkha movement
The police and security per-
sonnel kept a strict watch on
the situation on the 53rd day
of the indefinite shutdown in
the hills, called by the
Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM) over its demand for a
separate state of
Gorkhaland.

A police contingent was
seen marching towards the
Singhmari area in Darjeeling
and going up to Patlebas, a
stronghold of GJM supremo
Bimal Gurung, from where a
number of incidents of viol-
ence involving the GJM activ-
ists and police have been re-
ported in the last two
months.

Human chain protest
The Gorkha Janmukti
Morcha and other hill
parties staged a human
chain protest near the Dar-
jeeling railway station

against police atrocities on
their workers and to de-
mand an immediate with-
drawal of the forces from the
hills.

The GJM also took out ral-
lies demanding restoration
of the Internet services,
which have been banned in
the hills since June 18.

The participants in the
rallies carried black flags
and placards demanding
Gorkhaland. Barring the
medicine shops, all other
shops, business establish-
ments, schools and colleges
remained closed. 

Police conduct march to Patlebas, stronghold of the GJM

Press Trust of India

Darjeeling

Darjeeling situation tense
on 53rd day of shut down 
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The Supreme Court ban on
the use of antimony, lithium,
mercury, arsenic and lead in
the manufacture of firecrack-
ers to prevent air pollution
has turned the focus on what
chemicals are used to pro-
duce spectacular visual ef-
fects and noise.

The Tamil Nadu Fireworks
and Amorces Manufacturers’
Association, which produces
most of the fireworks in the
country, says none of the
specific products banned by
the court are used.

A Supreme Court Bench of
Justices Madan B. Lokur and
Deepak Gupta had on July 31,
in an order, directed that no

firecrackers manufactured
by the respondents shall con-
tain the chemicals in any
form, whatsoever. The court
entrusted the Petroleum and
Explosive Safety Organisa-
tion (PESO) with the respons-
ibility of ensuring compli-
ance particularly in Sivakasi.
Over 90% of cracker produc-
tion is done in Sivakasi.

Claim denied

Incidentally, the court also
noted it appeared that no
standards have been laid
down by the Central Pollu-
tion Control Board (CPCB)
with regard to air pollution
caused by the bursting of
firecrackers.

However, cracker manu-

facturers in Sivakasi, who
denied using the banned
chemicals, said the sound
and light show is produced
by chemicals such as sul-
phur, aluminium powder
and charcoal (used as fuel),
besides potassium nitrate
and barium nitrate (as oxid-
ising agents), the industry
says.

Aluminium powder, sul-
phur and potassium nitrate
go into noise-making crack-
ers, while barium nitrate
(green) and strontium nitrate
(red) emit light. Aluminium
powder is used in sparklers.
“A combination of barium ni-
trate and strontium nitrate in
varying proportions pro-
duces different colours,”

Tamil Nadu Fireworks and
Amorces Manufacturers’ As-
sociation secretary K. Mari-
appan said.

Doubt over strontium

Significantly, the Supreme
Court, observed that there
seems to be some doubt
about strontium and its com-
pound used in crackers, and
has posted the case to August
23 to hear submissions about
the use of strontium.

Mr. Mariappan said that
phosphorous and chlorate
are not allowed to be used in
fireworks. Potassium chlor-
ate and potassium perchlor-
ate are friction-sensitive and
accident-prone, if used in
combination with sulphur.

Hence, it is not a part of fire-
works chemistry. “Chinese
crackers, which use chlorate
are, therefore, banned in In-
dia,” the association’s repres-
entative said. However,
chlorate and phosphorus are
used by Amorces manufac-
turers for making exploding
‘caps’ and rolls. Similarly,
red phosphorous and pitch
are used in making of ‘snake
eggs’.

“We were using red lead
for crackers emitting red col-
our light. However, as per
PESO’s advise, we switched
to bismuth oxide some 15
years ago, as we were told
that red lead hangs in the at-
mosphere causing pollu-
tion,” he said.

Where do the chemicals
for the firecracker industry
come from? Sources in the
industry and the PESO claim
that the chemicals are do-
mestically procured. “Fire-
works manufacturers are
also involved in aluminium
powder production and they
supply the entire industry’s
requirement,” he added.

But a PESO source said the
procurement of raw materi-
als for fireworks does not
come under the purview of
the Explosives Act. The PESO
has been testing samples of
crackers only for adherence
to the sound limit of 125
decibels at a distance of four
metres. (With inputs from
Delhi Bureau)

After SC order, focus on chemicals in �recrackers
Court barred manufacturers from using �ve speci�ed chemicals ‘in any form whatsoever’ to prevent air pollution 

S. Sundar

Madurai
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Hansda Sowvendra Shekhar,
34, has been the target of a
recent online campaign that
accuses him of portraying
Adivasis in a bad light in his
works. Mr. Shekhar is himself
an Adivasi, belonging to the
Santhal tribe. The protest
against him also went offline
on Friday when a group of
people took out a march
against him in Pakur town
where he lives. 

A winner of the Sahitya
Akademi Yuva Puraskar 2015
for the debut novel ‘The
Mysterious Ailment of Rupi
Baskey’, Mr. Shekhar’s 2015
collection of short stories ‘The
Adivasi Will Not Dance’ was
shortlisted for The Hindu
Prize for Fiction 2016. He is a
medical doctor attached to
an Additional Primary
Health Centre in the Pakur
district of Jharkhand.

You have been accused of
objectifying Santhali
women, and of being a
porn writer.
■ They mean to say that sex
itself is wrong. I do not think
that there are guidelines that
exist for when a writer deals
with some subjects. 

I am surprised that this

story [part of the collection
Alchemy: The Tranquebar
Book of Erotic Stories II] —
one in which I have tried to
break free — should be used
against me. It is a same-sex
love story. It is a taboo-
breaking, liberating, story —
at least for me. I see it as a
study into social dynamics
in Jharkhand, because there
are two communities
involved. I have tried to
study this; I have tried to see
what goes on inside a
Santhal protagonist when he
is having sex with a Kurmi
guy. [Names an online critic]
does not notice the
heartbreak that comes at the
end, the person only notices
the sex. 

That interview [for which
I have been criticised] was
given in the context of the
erotica which I wrote. I still

remember what I wrote in
that interview. I said that it
was full-fledged porn, with
an exclamation mark. It was
supposed to be a sarcastic
reference, a joke. It was an
explicit story; almost as
good as porn: porn, with a
story. In fact, I enjoy writing
about sex. It makes me
happy. It is a stress-buster
[chuckles]. You put all your
concerns away and go with
the flow and try to break
free. They accuse me of
titillating the reader. There is
no turn-on in this. It is a
turn-off. My God, there is a
woman who behaves like a
robot, there is a man who is
using her [in the short story
November Is The Month of
Migrations]. How can you be
titillated by that, man? 

Is sex a taboo subject in
Santhali popular culture? 
■ Not at all. There is this
song which I used in [my
novel, The Mysterious
Ailment of...] Rupi Baskey. It
talks of an old buffalo stuck
in quicksand. It is about to
die and the vultures are

drooling at it. The second
part of the song talks about a
woman blooming like a
flower and young men
drooling at her. There is
sexual innuendo in this.
Also, Santhal society gives
agency to both men and
women in matters of sex. In
a society which is already so
open, how can you not
acknowledge sex? I am the
doctor in Pakur jail. There
are so many young boys —
18, 20 years old — there
because they were in
relationships with girls,
whose families file rape
charges against them. 

How do you respond to
the accusation that you
have been selling Santhali
culture to outsiders? Does
this tap into Santhali fears
about dikus, the
exploitative outsiders?
■ I think the fact that I have
written in English and not in
a tribal language or Hindi
has ticked off a lot of people. 

I am not sure [if the same
criticism would have been
levelled if I wrote in Ol Chiki
script] but I can say this: it
would have been as open, as
explicit as it is in English.
Whether people like it or
not. 

‘It is a same-sex love story’ 
I don’t think there are guidelines when a writer deals with some subjects

Deepu Sebastian Edmond

CHENNAI <> I see it as a study

into social

dynamics in

Jharkhand 

INTERVIEW | HANSDA SOWVENDRA SHEKHAR

Aamir Khan, Kiran Rao
down with swine �u 
MUMBAI 

Bollywood superstar Aamir

Khan and his wife Kiran Rao

have contracted swine flu,

and both of them are being

treated at their residence

here. The 52-year-old actor ,

during a video conference,

said he won’t be attending

any events for a week. PTI

IN BRIEF

No progress yet in
Tripura rape case 
AGARTALA

Police failed to make any

headway into the probe of

rape of a tribal woman,

allegedly committed by three

BSF jawans in north Tripura.

The police took up the case

following a judge’s directive..

“My husband took money

from them (rapists) before

forcing me to face rape by

three jawans”, she said in her

complaint.

Maharashtra’s Ahmednagar
district on Sunday witnessed
a heavy police deployment
to prevent any untoward in-
cident after a band of ‘gau
rakhaks’ (cow vigilantes)
claimed they were assaulted
by a mob, whom they ac-
cused of illicitly transporting

cows to a slaughterhouse.
According to the police, in

the complaint registered by
Shivshankar Rajendra
Swami, one of the ‘gau rak-
shaks’, the incident took
place late on Saturday even-
ing when 15-20 activists of
the Akhil Bharat Krushi Gos-
ewa Sangh came to
Shrigonda Taluk in Ahmed-

were allegedly assaulted by
around 25 men. Seven ‘gau
rakshaks’ were said to be ser-
iously injured while the
owner of the tempo, Wahid
Shaikh, and the driver Raju
Shaikh have been arrested
under the Maharashtra An-
imal Preservation Act.
Around a dozen attackers
were also detained.

nagar district to comb for
vehicles illegally transport-
ing cows to an animal market
in Kashti village.

The ‘gau rakshaks’ seized
a tempo and took the driver
to Shrigonda police station.
A dozen cows were said to
have been retrieved from the
vehicle. 

Later, the ‘gau rakshaks’

Ahmednagar tense after ‘gau-rakshaks’ attacked
Special correspondent

Pune

A report on the alleged tor-
ture and subsequent death
of a three-year-old girl child
in West Bengal’s Purulia dis-
trict, submitted to the West
Bengal Commission for Pro-
tection of Child Rights
(WBCPCR), has cited child
marriage, extreme poverty,
‘provocation’ and ‘emo-
tional immaturity’ as the
key reasons behind the in-
cident. The report was re-
cently submitted to the
WBCPCR by the District Ma-
gistrate of Purulia. The child
died at the State-run SSKM
Hospital on July 21 following
alleged torture by one San-
atan Thakur, who inserted
needles into her body. He
was arrested on last
Monday.

In a release issued on
Sunday, the WBCPCR de-
scribed the report as a ‘So-
cial Enquiry Report of Pur-
ulia Case’. Elaborating upon
the role of child marriage in
the incident, the report
stated that the mother of the
deceased child Mangala

Goswami married at the age
of 15. “She [Ms. Goswami]
was first married off at the
age of 15 to a married per-
son who had a living wife
and a daughter and became
mother at the age of 17,”
states the report. It further
states that Ms. Goswami
“kept mum even after see-
ing her own child being bru-
tally sexually tortured to
death”.

As for the role of “ex-
treme poverty” in the incid-
ent, the report states that
Ms. Goswami’s family was
“traditionally very poor”. It
also says that she was “in-
duced to marry Sanatan
Thakur, the alleged culprit
of the case, for financial
support.”

The report also states that
Thakur used Ms. Goswami
as “bait for earning money
from his Kirtan parties”. 

“The reason behind the
report is to trace the
broader social reasons for
such a brutality on a child,”
WBCPCR chairperson chair-
person Ananya Chatterjee
Chakraborti told The Hindu.

Bengal child ‘torture’
case report released
‘Child marriage reason behind the incident’

Staff Reporter

KOLKATA

Six policemen injured in
stone pelting by mob 
SHEOHAR

Six policemen, including a

Sub-Divisional Police Officer

(SDPO), were on Sunday

injured when a mob threw

stones at the cops when they

tried to remove a road

blockade put by villagers in

Bihar’s Sheohar district. 

Villagers were demanding

compensation to next of kin

of a boy who died after being

hit by a motorcycle. PTI
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EDITORIAL

A
s Vice-President, M. Venkaiah Naidu brings to the

o�ce his long years of experience as Parliament-

ary A�airs Minister, built on an amiable personal-

ity that has won him friends cutting across party di-

vides. His election was no surprise given the numbers in

Parliament, and the contest was something of a non-

starter despite Gopalkrishna Gandhi’s attempt to por-

tray it as an ideological face-o�. That Mr. Naidu did not

give much room for raising the pro�le of the battle for

the o�ce of the Vice-President is re�ective of his tact

and temperament, qualities that will stand him in good

stead in his primary job as the Chairman of the Rajya

Sabha. He can be expected to take on the ceremonial

and diplomatic duties of the Vice-President, which are

akin to those of the President, with minimum fuss. The

Bharatiya Janata Party zeroed in on him for more than

one reason. He is the most prominent face of the BJP in

the south, having previously served as the national

president of the party. Although Karnataka, and not his

home State of Andhra Pradesh, is the �rst and only State

in the south to vote the BJP to power, Mr. Naidu was in

many ways the symbol of the party’s foray into the

south.

Left to himself, Mr. Naidu would probably have

chosen to continue in active politics, and not take on

this constitutional post. He was the BJP’s go-to person

for making allies in the south. He developed a good

equation with K. Chandrasekhar Rao in Telangana, N.

Chandrababu Naidu in Andhra Pradesh and Jayala-

lithaa in Tamil Nadu. By all accounts, Mr. Naidu relished

his political role in Andhra Pradesh and Telangana as

much as his ministerial role at the Centre. But given the

BJP’s new-found majority in the Lok Sabha, and its am-

bitious plan to expand its own base in the south beyond

Karnataka, party president Amit Shah and Prime Minis-

ter Narendra Modi may have felt less need for Mr.

Naidu’s ally-making abilities. But, even if the BJP leader-

ship does not miss him in Andhra Pradesh and Telan-

gana, Mr. Modi will still have a hole to �ll in his Cabinet.

Some of the senior ministers such as Arun Jaitley hold

more than one important portfolio, and losing another

senior hand will surely have an e�ect on the represent-

ativeness and balance of the Council of Ministers.

Already Mr. Modi has lost the services of Manohar Par-

rikar, who moved to Goa as Chief Minister after relin-

quishing his job as Defence Minister. As for Mr. Naidu,

he could well be the BJP’s choice for the next President.

The Shah-Modi team is known for making long-term

plans, and it cannot be ruled out that they made the

choice with an eye on Rashtrapati Bhavan in 2022.

Vice-President Naidu
He has to rely on his tact and temperament 

in his new role as an apolitical elder

I
ndia’s elementary education system may be getting

better at providing access to greater numbers of chil-

dren, but has never really been able to answer the

question, what is the measure of its success? If produ-

cing curious minds that have had exposure to life skills

is the test, the system generally scores poorly, since it

primarily emphasises competition, tests and scores. In

spite of policy improvements, it has to contend with a

signi�cant dropout rate. In 2015, that �gure stood at

about 5% at the primary level and over 17% at the sec-

ondary level, with government schools a�ected more.

So when the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory

Education Act became law in 2010, it appeared to be a

bulwark against the various ills that prevent continued

schooling of all children up to the secondary level. The

guarantee of uninterrupted schooling that the Act

provides under sections 16 and 30(1) is founded on the

no-detention policy until Class 8. This is a protection

that should not be tri�ed with to compensate for the

overall failure to improve the school education system,

beginning with the neglect of teacher education, bad

recruitment policies, and confusion over what the goals

of schooling are. The decision of the Union Cabinet to

scrap the no-detention policy at the elementary level,

and introduce detention of students who fail a desig-

nated test in Class 5 or 6, is fraught with the danger of

going back to a regime of early dropouts. Such a move

can only feed the pool of cheap child labour that has

been the notorious record of the school education sys-

tem, and facilitate the newly liberalised norms of allow-

ing child labour under the guise of family enterprises. 

Building a schooling system that caters to every child

without turning it into a testing factory is a challenge,

but it should actually be easier in an era of robust eco-

nomic growth, when there is a mismatch between the

demand for a skilled adult labour force and what the

system prepares the country’s youth for. Rather than

detain a child early through a stigmatising test, a pro-

gressive system would open avenues for skills training

after the elementary level for those who would prefer

that over academic studies. Such a model has served in-

dustrial nations such as Germany for decades, raising

the standard of living for all, while ensuring economic

productivity. The objective is not to relegate academic

attainments to a second order priority. On the contrary,

the RTE Act has a provision for continuous and compre-

hensive evaluation, which governments have not found

the time to develop scienti�cally. Raising the quality of

classroom teaching, continuous monitoring of teacher

attendance and introduction of free vocational and in-

dustrial skills training for all those with such an aptitude

after elementary schooling should be the priority.

Transferring the onus of performance in a narrow test-

ing framework to children, many of whom come from

underprivileged backgrounds, can only produce a less

literate citizenry. A more open and liberal approach to

schooling will have good long-term outcomes.

Skill, don’t detain
The Centre should reconsider its decision to

scrap no-detention policy in primary schools 

T
here has been a lot of discus-
sion on universal basic in-
come (UBI) in both developed

and developing countries. The
primary objective is to enable
every citizen to have a certain min-
imum income. The term ‘univer-
sal’ is meant to connote that the
minimum or basic income will be
provided to everyone irrespective
of whatever their current income
is. The adoption of a universal ba-
sic income can impose a burden on
the �sc which is well beyond the
capabilities of most developing
countries, including India. In dis-
cussing the applicability of the
concept of basic income to India,
three questions arise. The first is
whether it should be ‘universal’ or
‘restricted’; the second is what the
level of minimum income is and
how this is to be determined; and
the third is about the �nancing
mechanism for implementing such
a scheme.

Cash versus services
Above all, there is a philosophical
question, whether support to vul-
nerable sections should be in the
form of goods and services or as
cash. Cash gives the discretion to
bene�ciaries to spend it any way
they like. But it is assumed they
would be wise in their discretion.
On the other hand, the provision of
services or goods directly to bene�-
ciaries may be directed to achieve
certain objectives in terms of nutri-
tion or health or education. In the
provision of services, the concern
is about leakages and quality of ser-

vice. Some countries have adopted
a middle path of conditional trans-
fers, which means that transfers in
the form of cash are subject to the
condition that they are spent on
meeting de�ned needs. 

However, as far as India is con-
cerned, we are not starting with a
clean state. There are a whole lot of
services provided by the state, and
it would be impossible to knock
them o� and substitute them with
general income support. We need
to think of income support as a
supplement to services already
provided even though a hard look
at some of the provisions is abso-
lutely essential. Poor quality of ser-
vices from government-run institu-
tions has become a matter of
concern.

‘Universal’ or restricted?
Coming to the concept of the UBI,
it is necessary to �rst decide
whether income supplements
should be ‘universal’ or limited to
certain easily identi�able groups.
Most calculations involving the
provision of income to one and all
are beyond the capabilities of the
present Central government
Budget unless the basic income is
�xed at too low a level. It is ex-
tremely di�cult to cut so-called
implied subsidies or hidden sub-

sidies in order to fund resources, as
some proponents argue. These
supports range from subsidised
bus fares to subsidised power tar-
i�. The attempt must be to think in
terms of reducing the number of
bene�ciaries using easily de�nable
criteria. Elaborate exercises for
identi�cation will defeat the pur-
pose. It is true that a universal
scheme is easy to implement. Feas-
ibility is the critical question.
There is also the consideration of
fairness. But strict targeting will
run into complex problems of
identi�cation.

Minimum increase
The issue whether the scheme
should be universal or restricted
depends on the level of basic in-
come that is proposed to be
provided. If we were to treat the
cut-o� used to de�ne poverty as
the minimum income, then the
total �scal burden would be
enormous. This apart, there is no
consensus regarding what that cut-
o� should be. Our analysis using
di�erent poverty lines shows that
poverty is concentrated around
the poverty line. In fact, more than
60% of the total poor lies between
75% of the poverty line and the
poverty line. Therefore, what is
needed is a supplement to �ll the

poverty gap. One alternative would
be to determine the required in-
come supplement from the Ma-
hatma Gandhi National Rural Em-
ployment Guarantee Scheme
(MGNREGS). The total annual in-
come supplement can be equival-
ent to 100 days of the wages pre-
scribed under the MGNREGS. This
is equivalent to ₹20,000 per year.
This amount can be treated as the
income supplement. 

The next question is who the be-
ne�ciaries should be. Here again, it
is di�cult to cover the entire popu-
lation. Even providing one person
per household with this income
will mean ₹5 lakh crore per annum,
which is 3.3% of GDP. Perhaps what
is feasible is a scheme which limits
the total expenditure to around 1.5
to 2% of GDP, which is between ₹2
lakh crore and ₹3 lakh crore. We
need to evolve a criterion which
can restrict the total cost to this
amount. One way of doing it will be
to limit it to all women above the
age of 45. This is an easily identi�-
able criterion because Aadhaar
cards feature the age of the person.
However, this is only one alternat-
ive. But others may be thought of.
Restricting the bene�ciaries to the
elderly or widows or those with
disabilities may have only a limited
impact. Making available a min-
imum of ₹20,000 per year for al-
most 10 crore people — which
means a total expenditure of ₹2
lakh crore — must make a dent on
poverty since at least half of them
would be for the poor or people a
little above the poverty line. 

Financing the scheme
The feasibility of raising even ₹2
lakh crore is not easy. Some ana-
lysts have suggested that we can re-
move all exemptions in our tax sys-
tem which would give us enough
money. Apart from the di�culties
in removing all exemptions, tax ex-
perts advocate removing exemp-

tions so that the basic tax rate can
be reduced. Perhaps, out of the ₹2
lakh crore which is needed, ₹1 lakh
crore can come from the phasing
out of some of the expenditures
while the remainder must come
from raising additional revenue.
Perhaps, one can phase out the
MGNREGS, which will realise close
to ₹40,000 crore. The employ-
ment scheme is very akin to the
proposed scheme. Fertilizer sub-
sidies are another item of ex-
penditure which can be elimin-
ated. Perhaps, requesting higher
income groups to forego supple-
mental income will reduce the ex-
penditure, as has been done suc-
cessfully in the case of cooking gas.

To conclude, introducing the
UBI is unrealistic. In fact, the
concept of a basic income must be
turned essentially into a supple-
mental income. Such a scheme will
be feasible provided we restrict the
bene�ciaries to groups which can
be easily identi�ed. This restric-
tion essentially comes from �scal
compulsions. Regarding �nances,
it is not easy to remove all implicit
subsidies. The design for �nancing
the scheme has to be viewed in a
more pragmatic way. Restricting
the �scal burden to 1.5 to 2% of GDP
seems desirable and feasible. Half
of this can come from phasing out
some of the existing expenditures
while the other half can come by
raising fresh revenue. Lastly, the
proposal here refers only to the in-
come supplement that can be
provided by the Central govern-
ment. Similar e�orts can be made
by the respective State govern-
ments, if they so desire.

C. Rangarajan is a former Chairman of
the Economic Advisory Council to the
Prime Minister and a former Governor,
Reserve Bank of India. S. Mahendra Dev is
Director and Vice Chancellor, Indira
Gandhi Institute of Development
Research, Mumbai

C. Rangarajan & 

S. Mahendra Dev

G
E

T
T

Y
 I
M

A
G

E
S
/I

S
T

O
C

K
P

H
O

T
O

Let’s talk about a supplemental income
The concept of a basic income must be quali�ed to restrict bene�ciaries to groups that are easily identi�ed

D
omestic workers are among
the most exploited sections
of the Indian workforce. In

the past, domestic work was
closely enmeshed with feudal
structures of labour extraction,
such as begar. Typically, such work
was unpaid, or was paid for at a
nominal rate in kind. It was domin-
ant, elite groups who extracted
such work from predominantly
‘lower’ caste groups or labouring
groups for domestic/household
purposes. The 1931 Census recor-
ded a large pool of labour, i.e. 27
lakh, as domestic workers, or ‘ser-
vants’ as they were then known.
They were then predominantly
male workers. These high numbers
reduced considerably with the
growing intensity of the anti-feudal
struggle and development of occu-
pational diversities in the post-In-
dependence era. The 1971 Census
recorded only 67,000 domestic
workers. However, this trend has
been reversed since the early 1990s
when India’s economic policy
pushed forward with liberalisation.
The 1991 Census recorded 10 lakh
domestic workers. Subsequent Na-
tional Sample Survey O�ce (NSSO)
data of the post-liberalisation

period has mapped a continuous
increase in this �gure. The NSSO
data of 2004-05, for example, has
recorded 47 lakh domestic workers
in India; the majority of whom, i.e.
30 lakh, were women. As of today, a
large number of these workers are
inter-State migrant labourers from
impoverished districts in West
Bengal, Assam and Jharkhand. 

The Noida �ash point
The recent confrontation between
this otherwise docile workforce of
domestic workers and their
wealthy employers in Noida (Uttar
Pradesh) brought to light, yet
again, the widespread exploitation
of domestic workers, and the huge
antagonism between their interests
and those of their employers. The
Noida incident has also revealed
the sickening nexus between the
police, employers, as well as right-
wing politicians who have exten-
ded support to the wealthy resid-
ents. Within hours, an obvious la-
bour issue, and the e�ort of
workers to locate a missing female
domestic worker was projected as a
communal confrontation. 

With the accused employers and
their sympathisers identifying the
protesting workers and the missing
domestic worker as ‘Bangladeshis’,
the social media exploded with
communal diatribe and messages
of hate. Within days, shanty shops
opposite building complex, on
which the slum dwellers were de-
pendent for their daily provisions,
were razed to the ground by the

civic authorities. The police, mean-
while, have focussed their entire in-
vestigation on the ‘riot’ that erup-
ted at the housing society’s gates,
and have arrested some workers.
Their investigation does not take
into account the �rst First Informa-
tion Report lodged in this case,
which is that of the female do-
mestic worker who went missing
on the night prior to the confronta-
tion. 

The incident, yet again, exposes
the crisis nurtured by the Indian
state’s unwillingness to ratify the
International Labour Organisa-
tion’s Convention 189 on Decent
Work for Domestic Workers, and
thereby, to modify landmark la-
bour laws so as to bring domestic
work under the purview of state
regulation. Importantly, the unwill-
ingness of the state to regulate this
work relation means that it is com-
plicit in keeping intact the private
power of regulation enjoyed by the
employer. In turn, the private
nature of regulation has allowed
the employer to exercise quasi-ma-

gisterial powers over the domestic
worker in India. Such authoritarian
power of the employer in the work
relation bears close resemblance to
penal work regimes of the early co-
lonial period in which employers
prede�ned the terms of contract
and penalised attempts by the
worker to leave or renegotiate the
contract. Typically, workers’ at-
tempts to renegotiate their terms of
work or to leave such employment
are outbid by verbal, and often,
physical assaults by employers. If
these measures don’t work then
many employers simply proceed to
debar the a�ected workers from
entering the building complex for
work at other apartments. Do-
mestic workers then take on an al-
most absolute risk of unemploy-
ment or criminalisation when they
try to obtain their dues. 

Seeds of overexploitation 
Typically, the employer-domin-
ated, domestic work industry is
characterised by low, stagnant
wage rates. Wages are particularly
low for Bengali and Adivasi work-
ers. Many women slaving away at
such low wage rates are sub-
sequently compelled to seek em-
ployment in more than one house,
and to make their teenage daugh-
ters pick up similar work. Irregular
payment of wages by employers,
extraction of more work than
agreed upon at the start of employ-
ment, and the practice of arbitrar-
ily reducing wages are rampant
problems that breed overexploita-

tion of domestic workers. 
The near absolute authority of

the employer, stemming from the
lack of state regulation of domestic
service, reduces the domestic
worker to nothing short of servility.
This is not the average employer–
employee relationship where an
employee has certain tangible
rights, and thus, cannot be easily
reduced to abject servitude. In
sharp contrast, the very nature of
the intense manual work per-
formed, the persistent surveil-
lance, and the quasi-magisterial au-
thority of the employer means that
the domestic worker functions like
servile labour. It is, after all, not un-
common to �nd the average do-
mestic worker tiptoeing around the
apartment so as to least get in the
way of employers, and being re-
duced to a submissive, docile exist-
ence. Such vulnerability and over-
exploitation cannot be ignored any
further, especially with the con-
tinuous growth in the number of
impoverished women and children
entering the domestic services in-
dustry in the post-liberalisation
era. The lack of redressal ma-
chinery for workers in this rapidly
developing industry is compelling
desperate workers to resort to viol-
ent forms of agitation, and in such a
scenario we may witness the recur-
rence of Noida-like incidents in the
future. 

Maya John, an assistant professor at Jesus
and Mary College, Delhi, is associated
with the Domestic Workers’ Union

Private power, public apathy
Modify landmark labour laws to bring domestic work under the purview of state regulation

maya john
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Triumph and challenge
Venkaiah Naidu’s election as
the Vice-President of India
is a re�ection of the
greatness of our democracy
where an ordinary person
can rise to the top by dint of
hard work and capability
(“Venkaiah sweeps V-P polls
with 516 votes”, August 6).
It will now be a challenge for
the victor to emerge as a
non-partisan and fair
Chairman of the Upper
House. The challenge is
daunting because of his
image as a devout follower
of the Prime Minister and a
committed BJP leader. The
Opposition will be
demanding and Mr. Naidu
will need his reputation of
pleasing people and making
friends. This together with
the needs of the job and
support from the Prime
Minister may help him in his
new role.
Y.G. Chouksey,

Pune

Plight of men
Jayanthi Natarajan has
rightly called the anti-dowry
law toothless especially in

the context of its changing
format with judicial caveats
every now and then
(“Punishing the victims”,
August 5). But what she has
perhaps failed to take note
of in her defence of women
is that the law passed in 1961
has, over the years, been
used to induce chaos in
many a household. A
section most a�ected here
are non-resident Indians
and their immediate
relatives. There is certainly
a need to introduce checks
and balances. 
The writer seems to have
ignored statistical data on
the misuse of the provision.
In the case of NRI grooms,
there are many instances of
the boy’s family caving into
the demand for heavy
monetary settlements for
fear of being held back by
the police, facing prolonged
court proceedings and also,
most importantly,
jeopardising their overseas
jobs. A solution to all this is
counselling before and after
marriage and creating
greater awareness of the
disastrous results of dowry

demands. This should be
treated as a social evil rather
than as a crime to be dealt
with by police and
courts.Family welfare
committees to look into
dowry harassment and help
the police avoid taking
hasty actions are a must;
this was also a judicial
prescription. Victim-hood is
not gender bound.
Syed Qamar Hasan,

New Delhi

■ I wish the writer
recognised that in the
application of Section 498A
of the Indian Penal Code,
men and their families too
have been humiliated and
harassed. The law certainly
needs amendment. No
judiciary would in any way
like to dilute the powers of
the Act, but I think the
provision of district family
welfare courts and their
studied recommendations
before any police action is
taken is the only answer in
the Indian context. Such
courts should be overseen
by responsible and widely
accepted personalities and

psychiatrists. Cases which
go to the police directly
almost certainly result in a
broken home. 
Mohan Singh,

Amritsar

■ One wonders whether the
writer is aware of the
ground reality of how a
well-intended enactment
can end up in men being
harassed. In several cases,
aged parents-in-law are
implicated to belittle or cow
down the husband. In the
encouragement of
registering false complaints,
family systems have been
a�ected severely. The laws
should be re-examined so
that there is no harassment
by arrest prior to or pending
investigation. 
Valampuri Mosay,

Vallioor, Tirunelveli, Tamil Nadu

Canal with a past
The ‘Ground Zero’ article,
“Long live the canal”
(August 5), was an excellent
account of how the
legendary waterway has
fallen into disuse. It was
enlightening to know that

there is now a project to try
to revive it. Between 1970
and 2000, my students
from Sri Venkateswara
University and I undertook
research on various aspects
of wetland ecology on a
stretch of the canal from
Pulicat to Govundlapalem.
We used to travel by boat,
observing mangroves and
salt pans besides collecting
�ddler crabs for research. A
common sight then was
�shermen harvesting
shrimp with their bare
hands. 
R. Ramamurthi,

Tirupati

■ Buckingham Canal stands
out as an example of British
vision, engineering skills
and discipline which could
not be emulated by us. It is
tragic that we have been
unable to save the canal

from encroachments of
various kinds and gross
pollution. The canal has
immense potential to
promote tourism and trade. 
Kshirasagara Balaji Rao,

Hyderabad

■ The article was a
wonderful read for many
old-timers and brought back
nostalgic memories of their
childhood when they used
to watch boats of di�erent
sizes and shapes along the
canal. The project to revive
the canal will be a green
move. Stringent steps must
be taken to put an end to
open defecation, using the
canal as a site to dump trash
and even as a receptacle for
sewerage.
G.M. Rama Rao,

Visakhapatnam

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR Letters emailed to letters@thehindu.co.in must carry the full postal address and the full name or the name with initials.

more letters online:

www.hindu.com/opinion/letters/

corrections & clarifications: 

The headline of a report (August 4, 2017) on the hearing in the
Supreme Court of a Kerala woman’s conversion and wedding was
inappropriate. The headline was corrected in the web editions to
read: “SC hears case on Kerala Hindu girl’s wedding to Muslim
man”. 

The Readers’ Editor’s office can be contacted by Telephone: +91-44-28418297/28576300;

E-mail:readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image



W
hen Portuguese explorers
first rounded the Cape of
Good Hope and arrived in

the subcontinent in the late 15th cen-
tury, Europeans had little direct know-
ledge of India. The maritime passage
opened new opportunities for the ex-
change of goods as well as ideas. As
Professor Sanjay Subrahmanyam,
who teaches at the University of Cali-
fornia, says in his preface to Europe’s
India: Words, People, Empires (1500-
1800), “... the Europeans gradually
were transformed, albeit in fits and
starts, from marginal coastal players
to substantial territorial conquerors.”
Traders were joined by ambassadors,
missionaries, soldiers, and scholars
from Portugal, England, France and
other countries, all hoping to learn
about India for reasons as varied as
their particular nationalities and pro-
fessions. Prof. Subrahmanyam tracks
Europeans’ changing ideas of India
over the entire early modern period.
An excerpt:

We can say that beginning in the
sixteenth century, the process of rep-
resenting what India was in Europe
became linked in a variety of ways to
collecting objects and written materi-
als on that part of the world. Further-
more, the objects that were collected
were sometimes of sufficient cultural
density and complexity that they had
to be interpreted and translated in
the sense that a sheaf of cinnamon or
a sack of pepper might not (although
other, lesser known “drugs and
simples” sometimes required a form
of translation for a European audi-
ence). The entire process can be seen
as a multiple unfolding of different
dimensions of a knowledge complex.
It is also important to underline the
fact that the participants in the pro-
cess were many and varied; if some
of them were Asian traders, intellec-
tuals, and courtiers who spoke to the
Portuguese and gave them know-
ledge, they also included a whole
gamut of social and professional cat-
egories within Portuguese colonial
society itself: missionaries, trading
representatives of the Portuguese
Crown (who were called feitores or
“factors”), physicians, mariners in
search of sailing directions, military

specialists, and others including
painters and printers.

Two specific examples from the
mid-sixteenth century can give us a
sense of the diversity of such actors
and their projects. One of these was
the “New Christian” or converted
Jewish physician Garcia da Orta, who
was born in Portugal into a family of
Jews of Spanish origin around 1501,
and who came to India around 1534
after having studied medicine in vari-
ous universities in Spain. Orta’s activ-
ities as a trader and physician even-
tually took him out of Goa into the
Deccan, and he also appears to have
held a property in the islands around
what eventually became the territory
of Bombay. He certainly knew Arabic
quite well before arriving in Asia, and
he added to this some knowledge of
Persian, probably while working at
the Muslim courts of the Deccan,
which welcomed “Frankish” (that is
to say, Portuguese) physicians as
well. This distilled theoretical and
practical knowledge was eventually
put by him into an extremely import-
ant work entitled Coloquios dos
simples e drogas e coisas medicinais
da India (Colloquies on the Simples,
Drugs and Medicinal Products of In-
dia), which was printed in Goa in
1563, a few years before Orta died.
Though he was eventually de-
nounced posthumously to the In-
quisition for having secretly been a
practicing Jew, this work remained a
major reference on Indian plants and
other medicinal products.

A more complicated relationship
with Asian knowledge traditions can
be seen in the case of his contempor-
ary, the aristocrat Dom Joao de
Castro (1500-1548), who was not
merely an accomplished military

commander and navigator, but was
also interested in pursuing theoret-
ical investigations regarding such
subjects as cartography and ter-
restrial magnetism. Castro was also a
good draftsman, and a number of his
maps, sketches, and rutters (mar-
iner’s handbooks, or roteiros) have
survived. It is possible that they too
built in part on the local knowledge
that he gained while navigating the
Indian Ocean in ships where the
crews were made up in a large pro-
portion by Indians and other Asians,
though this is less evident than in the
case of Orta. At any rate, the influ-
ence of the work of men like Castro
was passed on to the great map-
makers of Portuguese Asia, like the
somewhat shadowy figure of Fernao
Vaz Dourado (d. 1580), who pro-
duced a set of spectacular represent-
ations of the lands of Asia in his At-
las, which became the basis for later
printed maps in the Netherlands.
These representations were import-
ant for turning the page definitively
on the Ptolemaic vision of that part
of the world. Though these maps of
India depended, for example, on
knowledge based largely on coastal
navigation (so that most of the place
names were located on the coast,

rather than in the interior), they pro-
duced an approximate vision of the
regions of India with which the Por-
tuguese had the most dealings from
west to east, Sind, Gujarat, the
Konkan, Kanara, Malabar, the Coro-
mandel coast, Orissa and Bengal.
They would also serve as the basis
for the knowledge of the first Dutch
and English merchants who arrived
in those regions at the turn of the
seventeenth century.

Of course, Portuguese curiosity
extended much beyond such “secu-
lar” subjects as medicine, botany,
navigation, and cartography. They
were also anxious to know as much
as they could about the “religions”
that were practiced in India, for
which they often used the word
“law” (lei), as was common in
Europe at the time. The Portuguese
who arrived in Asia in the first half of
the sixteenth century certainly had
some notions regarding Islam or the
“law of Muhammad” as they called
it, though these were often quite
crude. They had to rediscover the
difference between Sunnis and Shi’is
in the course of their dealings in the
Deccan and the Persian Gulf, but this
eventually became an abiding trope
in their representation of political al-
liances in the Indian Ocean. They
saw one network, a Sunni one, that
was oriented toward Istanbul and the
Ottoman Empire, and another, a pre-
dominantly Shi’ite one, that drew in-
spiration from the newly emergent
Safavid dynasty in Iran. So far as we
can discern, no Portuguese intellec-
tual of the time seems to have gone
to great lengths to collect copies of
the Qur’an, or other more obscure
texts from any Muslim tradition.
However, by the end of the sixteenth
century, some European visitors to
Asia — such as the Vecchietti brothers
from Florence, Giovan Battista and
Gerolamo — became interested in
Judeo-Persian materials as well as
Persian translations of the Gospel.
The materials collected by them are
among the earliest Indian (or Indo-
Persian) manuscripts to appear in
European collections, and which still
survive.

It was the other religious beliefs
and practices in India and (South
Asia, more generally speaking) that
posed a far greater conceptual prob-
lem so far as the Portuguese were
concerned. The people to whom
these pertained were classified by
the Portuguese as “gentiles” (gen-
tios), and they included what we
today might call Hindus, Buddhists,
and Jains.

Europe’s complicated relationship with Asian knowledge traditions in the early modern period

Changing ideas of India

Sanjay Subrahmanyam

■ Europe’s India:
Words, People,
Empires 
(1500-1800)
Sanjay
Subrahmanyam
Harvard
University
Press
₹899
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DATA POINT

The number of registered foreign missionaries residing in In-
dia has been gradually falling since the adoption of what is
called the new missionary policy in 1954. During the last eight
years it has come down from 4,802 as on June 1, 1959 to 3,915
on January 1, 1967. In 1953, when a controversy arose regard-
ing the activities of some missionaries, the Government of In-
dia reviewed the whole question in detail, considering the
political and security aspects. Under the policy then framed,
missionaries coming for the first time to the country were to
be admitted only if they possessed outstanding qualifications
or special experience in their line and only if no suitable Indi-
ans were available for appointment. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1967 

Gradual fall in number of foreign missionaries
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FROM ARCHIVES

The strike of the employees of the G.I.P. Railway Workshops
[in Bombay] is still on [on August 6], the men remaining ob-
durate. As usual the strikers assembled opposite the work-
shops this morning anxiously awaiting a reply to the telegrams
they sent to H.E. the Governor and Home Board. Before there
was time to get answers a large number formed themselves
into a procession and tried to come to the city to ask for alms,
but they were prevented by the police and their attempt at
demonstration failed. Later on towards the noon Mr. Ginwalla,
their solicitor, arrived and he informed the men that he had
not received a reply from Home Board and he advised the men
that in the meantime they should resume work. The men
would not listen to Mr. Ginwalla and disappeared.

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 7, 1917 

The Railway strike. 

In Primo Levi’s The
Drowned and the Saved,
the epigraph is from
Samuel Taylor Coleridge’s
The Rime of the Ancient
Mariner: “Since then, at
an uncertain hour, /That
agony returns,/ And till
my ghastly tale is told/
This heart within me
burns.” Shortly after com-
pleting the book, Levi,
who chronicled the hor-
rors of Auschwitz in eight
books, committed suicide,
with some arguing that he
“killed himself because he
was tormented by guilt —
guilt that he had survived
Auschwitz while others,
better than he, had gone
to the wall.” 

Though his was a
drastic end, one wonders
whether enough has been
written on the Partition,
one of the most traumatic
events in our history that
killed at least a million
people and displaced mil-
lions more. In fiction,
there are books such as
Khushwant Singh’s Train

to Pakistan, Attia Hosain’s
Sunlight on a Broken
Column, Salman Rushdie’s
Midnight’s Children and
Amitav Ghosh’s The
Shadow Lines, to name a
handful, but surely there
are more stories to tell
around the tragedy and
the path to reconciliation.
How much do we know
about the Bengal Parti-
tion, for instance, which
led to riots and an unpre-
cedented exodus from
then East Pakistan (now
Bangladesh) into West
Bengal? In 1994, Alok
Bhalla edited three
volumes of Stories About
the Partition of India, as he
wondered why even
though Partition was a de-
cisive moment in our so-
cial and political life, it
had yet to become a cent-
ral part of our nationalist
discourse. He gathered
stories from far and wide,
by those who had been
“appalled witnesses to an
age of genocide”, includ-
ing those by writers like
Saadat Hasan Manto (Toba
Tek Singh), Kamleshwar

(How Many Pakistans?),
Narendranath Mitra (The
Four-Poster Bed), Ismat
Chughtai (Roots), and
Samaresh Basu (Adab). 

If one were to consider
non-fiction, a superb re-
cent addition is Yasmin
Khan’s The Great Partition:
The Making of India and
Pakistan, which argues
that leaders of both coun-
tries were largely oblivi-
ous to “what Partition
would entail in practice
and how it would affect
the populace.” Underscor-
ing the catastrophic hu-
man cost, she explains
how the recklessness with
which it was completed
has left a damaging legacy.
Also counting the losses
and examining how ordin-
ary human beings
wreaked such vengeance
on the other is Nisid
Hajari’s Midnight’s Furies. 

With the wounds of
1947 still fresh, the “para-
noia and hatred” keeping
communities apart, don’t
we need more lessons
from the past to inform
our present?

Partition and after
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SHELF HELP 

Have we written enough on the traumatic events?

Sudipta Datta

Socialist Jeremy Corbyn campaigned
aggressively against austerity meas-
ures before the parliamentary elec-
tions in the U.K. His surprising per-
formance mirrored that of social
democrat Bernie Sanders, who
nearly won the Democratic primaries

in the U.S. presidential elections despite being an independent
Senator. Today, Mr. Sanders is recognised as the most popular
politician in a country that has a hugely unpopular President.

Mr. Corbyn’s position in the Labour party has now
strengthened. Since the elections, the Labour party has been
raising issues that were long ignored in the three decades of
the “neoliberal consensus” in the U.K.: wages of public sector
employees and nationalisation of key under-performing sec-
tors. This has caused much discom�ture to Britain’s right-wing
cognoscenti, the Tories, and the Labour’s own Blairites who
consider Mr. Corbyn and Old Labour as an anachronism.

In this milieu, Mr. Corbyn’s critics have now latched on to a
new bugbear: his past support for the Bolivarian socialists in
Venezuela. Labour’s anti-austerity push is being likened to the
policies of the rulers of Venezuela ever since the Chavistas
came to power in 1999. For years, Venezuela sought to use re-
ceipts from petroleum extraction as a means of expansive wel-
fare without adequately reforming the oil bureaucracy. This
strategy yielded tremendous support for the Bolivarians till
the mid-2010s when the global fall in oil prices resulted in a
crisis for the economy. President Nicolas Maduro’s handling of
the decline of support for his party in the face of the lingering
economic meltdown since 2012 has been catastrophic. The re-
cent holding of Constituent Assembly elections, which were
boycotted by the opposition, has had even leftist supporters of
the Bolivarian project opposing such manoeuvres.

In a way, the subsiding of the “pink tide” in Latin America
has coincided with Mr. Corbyn and Mr. Sanders’ rise. But can
these be simply seen as cut from the same cloth? The answer is
only partially “yes”. The “socialist” projects in Venezuela,
Bolivia and Ecuador were focussed on reorienting the govern-
ments’ approach towards redistribution and recognition of
the rights of long marginalised groups. In Venezuela, the gov-
ernment was only partially successful in reversing the hold
over the economy by oligarchs; it failed in diversifying the
country’s economy beyond the extraction sector.

The U.S. and U.K. economies are vastly di�erent. Mr. Corbyn
and Mr. Sanders have articulated the need for social demo-
cratic policies that favour a reorientation of the state towards
the bene�t of many rather than a few — policies that are not
radical. In fact, the economic boom post-World War II was
made possible due to moderate state intervention leading to
high levels of investment and employment in the developed
economies. It is disingenuous to expect outcomes similar to
what transpired in Venezuela to occur in Britain and the U.S. as
well, if governments pursued expansive �scal policies.

At worst, the Venezuelan crisis is indicative of the weak-
nesses in the project for “21st century socialism”, which did
not address economic and bureaucratic issues from the past.

In defence of Corbyn
Anti-austerity projects espoused by
Corbyn and Sanders are viable models
without structural weaknesses

SRINIVASAN RAMANI

CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC
CCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCCC

SINGLE FILE

A
F

P

One of my primary concerns has been the
impact of technology on the essential ele-
ments of journalism: truth, accuracy, and
verification. From algorithm to filter
bubbles, from viral content on social media
to photoshopped images, from an overload
of fake information that comes from paid
trolls to diabolic selective leaks — where the
context is obfuscated and unrelated sen-
tences from official documents are pulled
out to create a wrong impression — the chal-
lenges confronting journalists have grown in
exponential proportion. However, not all
dystopian stories are based on facts.

A nightmare that appeared to be true 
There was a shiver down my spine on August
1, 2017, when the Metroplus section of this
newspaper carried an item filed by a news
agency, “Facebook’s AI chatbots talk in their
own language, get shut down”. It appeared
as if all our nightmares about the dark side of
Artificial Intelligence had indeed come true.
The story claimed that while attempting to
improve the conversational skills of their
chatbots, researchers at the Facebook AI Re-
search Lab realised that the bots had aban-
doned English in favour of a language they
had developed. It further said that they were
apparently using advanced machine learning
to their advantage and were engaging in “ne-
gotiations”, and this abandonment of Eng-
lish in favour of unscripted communication
led Facebook researchers to shut down the
bots. The Metroplus team thought it de-
served publication because the story came
in the wake of the public sparring between
Tesla’s Elon Musk and Facebook’s Mark
Zuckerberg. It appears that not just the Met-
roplus team, but several mainstream media
outlets fell for the story that was flawed in its
fundamental assumption.

The editors of the main section of this
newspaper decided not to take this story.
Therein lie some of the crucial journalistic
tools to ensure that no space is provided for
scaremongering. They began by combing
the copy. They wanted to know the primary
source, the experts who have been cited or
interviewed, and the nature of the technical
development that looked spine-chilling.

First, it was not an original report of the
news agency but a report of a report that ap-

peared on a New York-based website called
Tech Times. Second, its reading of the devel-
opment that “the AI did not start shutting
down computers worldwide or something of
the sort, but it stopped using English and
started using a language that it created” led
to a curiosity to know what was that new lan-
guage before publishing the story. The Hindu
editors also wondered why no one was inter-
viewed for a story of this magnitude. These
reasons were enough for them to reject the
story despite its dystopian seductive charm. 

Their decision to spike the story was vin-
dicated within 12 hours. Some technology re-
porters started publishing the real story. A
BBC report, “The ‘creepy Facebook AI’ story
that captivated the media”, helped us under-
stand the inherent flaws of the first story by
providing the recent history of tech giants’
experiments with AI. For the sake of those
who read the ‘creepy story’, here are the de-
velopments summarised in a paragraph.

Last June, Facebook announced its AI re-
search for its chatbots, where it wanted them
to have text-based conversation with hu-
mans and other bots. According to BBC, that
was “an effort to understand how linguistics
played a role in the way such discussions
played out for negotiating parties, and cru-
cially the bots were programmed to experi-
ment with language in order to see how that
affected their dominance in the discussion.” 

Tom McKay, for his article for Gizmodo,
spoke to researchers who were involved in
FAIR (Facebook AI Research). What emerges
from his interviews is that “Facebook did in-
deed shut down the conversation, but not
because they were panicked they had un-
tethered a potential Skynet.” The error of not
incentivising the chatbots to communicate
according to human comprehensible rules of
the English language led to a situation where
the bots began chatting back and forth in a
derived shorthand. This may be a bit eerie,
but to call it a new language is a stretch.

From E.M. Forster’s The Machine Stops to
Margaret Atwood’s The Handmaid’s Tale,
dystopian novels have helped us understand
authoritarianism. But reports of dystopia in
journalism often seem to be a false alarm.

readerseditor@thehindu.co.in

A blight that did not 
really happen
The mistake of carrying a story on Facebook’s AI chatbots 

A.S. PANNEERSELVAN 

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR 
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Capital
adequacy ratio
Finance

A financial metric used to
gauge the ability of a bank
to withstand losses
without affecting its
lenders and depositors.
While there is a variety of
capital adequacy ratios, it
can be calculated simply
by dividing the capital of a
bank by its assets. In case
of heavy losses, the bank’s
capital takes the first hit
before the funds of lenders
are affected. As banks are
institutions that are run
mainly through borrow-
ings, even minor losses
can completely wash out
its capital. So the capital
adequacy ratio, the most
popular measure to rank
bank strength, is closely
monitored by both lenders
and regulators.
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CONCEPTUAL

In numbers: How waste is
usurping Ganga

http://bit.ly/innosganga
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NEWS

FROM PAGE ONE

by the central government
in the Railways, would be
wiped-off, the subsidy pay-
ment in the form of reim-
bursement of losses on stra-
tegic lines and other
concessions will be discon-
tinued. “However, the PMO
found this argument unvi-
able,” the official said.

For 2017-18, the Railways
is all set to get around
₹1,200 crore as reimburse-
ment from the Ministry of
Finance for operating such
loss-making routes following
the PMO’s directive.

The Standing Committee
on Railways, headed by Tri-
namool Congress MP Sudip
Bandyopadhyay, and the Es-
timates Committee, led by
BJP veteran Murli Manohar
Joshi, in their reports have
also recommended that the
Railways should get back the
money invested in loss-mak-
ing lines of national import-
ance. 

The losses on operating stra-
tegic lines accounts for a
small fraction of the estim-
ated over ₹34,000 crore
borne by the Railways to-
wards social service obliga-
tion. “It is a major relief for
us as we will be able to in-
vest money in strategic rail
lines which are non-profit-
able to us but have national
importance. We were oper-
ating these lines despite the
projects being commercially
unviable,” said another Min-
istry of Railways official.

Every year, the Ministry
of Finance reimburses the
Indian Railways operational
losses incurred on six stra-
tegic lines and railway lines
in hilly, coastal and back-
ward areas.

However, following the
Budget merger, the Ministry
of Finance argued that since
the ‘capital-at-charge’ of the
Railways, which represents
the total investment made

Subsidise rail losses,
directs PMO

Deoband but he was not
found there.

A colour printer, bomb-
making manual, literature
on jihad in the Bangla lan-
guage, and many fake iden-
tity cards, were recovered
from his room during the
search, an ATS spokesper-
son said.

Police suspect that Faizan
may also be associated with
the extremist Ansarullah
Bangla Team (ABT).

The ATS team is conduct-
ing search operations in the
Shamli, Muzaffarnagar and
Saharanpur districts of west
U.P. under the directions of
the DIG Saharanpur.

Police are also question-
ing three others in the case.

Abdullah got the fake iden-
tity cards made through Fa-
izan, another Bangladeshi
living in Deoband, police
said.

A native of Mymensingh
district of Bangladesh, Ab-
dullah lived in Deoband in
Saharanpur for six years be-
fore moving to Muzaf-
farnagar a month ago.

Police recovered numer-
ous fake items from Abdul-
lah: a passport, an Aadhaar
card, 13 identity cards and
four seals bearing the
names of the village pra-
dhan, village development
officer, tehsildar and elec-
tion officer.

The ATS also raided Faiz-
an’s rented apartment in

Bangladeshi terror
suspect held in U.P. 

motivated professors who
are at the mercy of their
managements”.

“Private engineering col-
leges are in the practice of
confiscating the original de-
grees and certificates of the
recruited staff, withholding
the salaries of the faculty/
staff for months with an in-
tention to blackmail and
harass the staff. ,” Mr. Yadav
argued.

The petition prayed for
regularisation and timely
payment of staff salaries, in-
spections to verify student-
staff ratio through annual
salary paid statements, pen-
alisation of colleges which
withhold, collect or possess
original educational or pro-
fessional certificates of staff
members. 

Moved by the petition, the
court ordered that the
AICTE shall take a conscious
decision of issues can-
vassed, and take such re-
medial action in conson-
ance with law”.

The court also ordered
the AICTE to treat the peti-
tion as a representation. 

The court’s order was in
response to Mr. Yadav’s fer-
vent argument that the
“malpractices are hamper-
ing the technical education
system of India [which]
thereby has a direct impact
on the development of the
country”.

The petitioner argued
that “the present scenario of
unemployable students
coming out of private col-
leges is a direct result of un-

Protect teachers in
private colleges: SC

The Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice said here on Sunday that
three persons, alleged con-
spirators in the July 10 attack
on Amarnath pilgrims, have
been arrested by its special
investigation team.

The men provided logist-
ical help to four Lashkar-e-
Taiba (LeT) militants who
carried out the attack that
left eight people dead, In-
spector-General of Police
Munir Khan told
presspersons.

The men, who allegedly
helped the terrorists with
vehicles and shelter, were ar-
rested recently and re-
manded for further ques-
tioning, the police said.

Attack bid frustrated
The police said the militants,
led by Abu Ismail, a
Pakistani national, had at-
tempted an attack on Am-

arnath pilgrims on July 9, but
were frustrated by heavy se-
curity arrangements.

Another militant in the
group of four had been iden-
tified as Yawar, a local re-
cruiter for the LeT, the po-

lice said. Efforts are on to
identify the other two, be-
lieved to be Pakistanis.

The police also released
pictures of Abu Ismail and
Yawar. 

The three “co-conspirat-

ors” — Bilal Ahmed Reshi,
Aizaj Wagey and Zahoor
Ahmed — had carried out re-
connaissance and chosen
Botengo, near Khanbal, as
the spot where the attack
could be carried out, the po-
lice added.

Sheltered militants
The trio had also provided
shelter to the militants in
Khudwani and Sriguffwara
of south Kashmir, Mr. Khan
said. Bilal’s elder brother
Adil, an alleged LeT terror-
ist, was killed by security
forces earlier this year.

The police had consti-
tuted an SIT led by Deputy
Inspector General (south
Kashmir) Swayam Prakash
Pani to investigate the attack
on the pilgrims.

Eight people were killed
when the militants fired at a
bus carrying the pilgrims, re-
turning from their Amarnath
Yatra. 

3 held on conspiracy charge
in Amarnath attack case
They had provided logistical aid to four LeT militants who carried out the attack 

Terror strike: A �le photo of security men after the attack on
Amarnath Yatra pilgrims in Anantnag on July 10. * PTI

Press Trust of India

Anantnag

The Enforcement Director-
ate on Sunday arrested Mo-
hammad Aslam Wani, an al-
leged hawala dealer, in
connection with its about a
decade-old money launder-
ing case against Kashmiri
separatist Shabir Shah. A
Delhi court sent him to ED
custody till August 14.

A senior official in the
central probe agency said
Mr. Wani was arrested from
Srinagar with the help of the
State police.

The ED had recently got a
non-bailable warrant issued
against him from a Delhi
court. The agency had is-
sued multiple summonses
for his appearance in the
case but he never appeared.

Will come face-to-face
“The warrant has been ex-
ecuted and Wani will now
be confronted with Shah
and others in order to take
the probe forward,” the offi-
cial said. Mr. Shah, now in

ED custody, was arrested
from Srinagar on July 26.

The ED action against the
two is in pursuance of an
August 2005 case, wherein
the Delhi Police’s Special
Cell had arrested Mr. Wani,
who had claimed that he
passed on ₹2.25 crore to Mr.
Shah. In 2010, a Delhi court
had cleared Mr. Wani of ter-
ror funding charges but had
convicted him under the
Arms Act. 

The ED had registered a
criminal case under the Pre-
vention of Money Launder-
ing Act (PMLA) against Mr.
Shah and Mr. Wani.

Shabir Shah case: ED
arrests hawala dealer

Had passed on ₹2.25 cr. to Shah: Wani

Press Trust of India 

New Delhi

Shabir Shah

India and Iran remain com-
mitted to the Chabahar port
project, said the government
after a meeting between Ira-
nian President Hassan Rouh-
ani and Minister of Road
Transport, Highways and
Shipping Nitin Gadkari, who
met on the sidelines of the
inauguration ceremony of
Mr. Rouhani in Teheran to
discuss bilateral issues.

During the meeting, Mr.
Gadkari also handed over an
invitation to the Iranian Pres-
ident to visit India.

“Both sides reiterated
their commitment to com-
plete and operationalise the
[Chabahar] Port at the earli-
est that would contribute to
bilateral and regional trade
and economic development
and also provide alternative
access to landlocked Afgh-
anistan to regional and
global markets,” a statement
from the MEA said on

Sunday. The visit by a senior
Minister like Mr. Gadkari,
who represented India at the
swearing-in ceremony for
Mr. Rouhani on Saturday, is
seen as a significant reach
out by the government after
months of a slide in relations
between the two countries,
while the statement on Cha-
bahar port comes after
months of delays in progress
on the project. “Once Chaba-
har is operationalised, which
we are hopeful to be in 12 to
18 months time, it will prove

to be a gateway to golden op-
portunities to boost trade
and business,” Mr. Gadkari
told PTI in Teheran.

Oil imports
In the past few months, In-
dia has also slashed oil im-
ports from Iran by as much
as 20%, according to ship-
ping figures released in June,
and is expected to lower its
projected imports further in
the wake of growing tensions
between Iran and the U.S.

On August 2, U.S. Presid-
ent Donald Trump signed
into law new sanctions
against Iran, indicating the
tensions would rise further.
India, which imported oil
from the U.S. for the first
time in July after PM Naren-
dra Modi’s visit to the U.S., is
increasing its oil intake from
Iraq and Saudi Arabia
instead.

Indicating the Iranian un-
happiness over the moves,
the government in Teheran

cut down the credit period
offered to the Indian Oil Cor-
poration (IOC), and also
inked an agreement for de-
veloping the Farzad-b gas
fields to Russian company
Gazprom, which India’s OVL
had expected to win, and
had made an $11 billion de-
velopment bid for.

Although India and Afgh-
anistan have both ratified
the Chabahar trilateral deal
inked last year in Teheran by
Mr. Modi, Afghanistan Pres-
ident Ashraf Ghani and Pres-
ident Rouhani, Iran’s in-
ternal processes have not
been completed yet. 

On the political front too,
Iran’s Supreme Leader
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei
statements comparing the vi-
olence in Kashmir to that in
Palestine suggested Iran’s
unhappiness over PM Modi’s
visit to Israel, and Mr.
Gadkari’s visit is seen as a
bid by both sides to reset the
relationship.

Gadkari reaches out to Iran 
India, Iran remain committed to Chabahar port project, says government 

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

Nitin Gadkari

Switzerland found India’s
data security and confiden-
tiality laws “adequate” for
entering into an automatic
exchange of information
pact, which will open a con-
tinuous access to details
about alleged black money
hoarders in once secret
Swiss banks.

In a detailed notification
and fact sheet published in
its official gazette for intro-
duction of “automatic ex-
change of information relat-
ing to financial accounts
with India”, the Swiss gov-
ernment has also cited de-
cisions by other financial
centres like Liechtenstein
and Bahamas to enter into
similar pacts. Besides,
Switzerland also took note
of the U.S. tax authority, the
Internal Revenue Service
(IRS), recognising India
among the countries that
provide an “adequate de-
gree” of data protection for
mutual exchange of tax
information.

The fact sheet and the no-
tification also talks about
Switzerland looking to ex-
plore greater access to the
Indian market, including
the reinsurance sector and
other financial services.

The Swiss Federal Coun-
cil, the top governing body
of the European nation, in
June ratified automatic ex-

change of financial account
information with India and
40 other jurisdictions to fa-
cilitate immediate sharing of
details about suspected
black money even as it
sought strict adherence to
confidentiality and data
security.

Automatic exchange
Taking the decision for-
ward, the Swiss government
has now notified the de-
cision and the notification
authorises the Council to
notify India about the exact
date when such automatic
exchange must take place.
The implementation is cur-
rently planned for 2018 and
the first set of data should
be exchanged in 2019. The
decision is not subject to
any referendum — which
means there should be no
further procedural delay in
its implementation.

The issue of black money
has been a matter of big de-
bate in India, and Switzer-
land has been long per-
ceived as one of the safest
havens for the illicit wealth
allegedly stashed abroad by
Indians. The notification fol-
lows hectic parleys between
India and Switzerland for in-
troduction of the AEOI
(Automatic Exchange of In-
formation) on tax matters
under the guidance of G20,
OECD and other global
organisations.

Swiss happy with
India’s data security 

To explore access to Indian market

Press Trust of India

New Delhi/Berne

Privacy should be declared a
fundamental right to protect
citizens from intrusions by
the State. In the modern
world, technology has ad-
vanced so much that “what
is whispered in the closet is
heard in the street”, the LDF
government in Kerala told
the Supreme Court.

The submission to a nine-
judge Constitution Bench,
led by Chief Justice of India
J.S. Khehar, came before the
marathon arguments on the
question of whether the
right to privacy is a funda-
mental right were wrapped
up for judgment.

Misuse of Aadhaar
In the constitutional refer-
ence before the Bench, the

Pinarayi Vijayan government
supported the case of peti-
tioners that technology
would progress so much that
data collected through
Aadhaar could be used for
surveillance, if not now, in
the future.

This was a significant in-
tervention as other State gov-
ernments had mostly inter-
vened to submit that privacy
should be recognised as a
statutory right and not a fun-
damental right. 

Kerala said privacy, like
any other fundamental right,
is not “absolute”. But it is a
fundamental right
nevertheless.

“The fact that like any
other fundamental right,
right to privacy is also not an
absolute right is not an
enough ground to deny the

existence of Right to Privacy
as fundamental right,” Ker-
ala said in its written submis-
sions before the court.

The government said pri-
vacy encompassed the “per-
sonal intimacies of the
home, family, marriage,
motherhood, procreation,
child rearing, feelings, love
and passion, etc. A person’s
thought process, fantasies,

etc., would also necessarily
come under his Right to
Privacy”.

Invasion of technology 
“We are in the digital age. If
the intimate details of his/
her body, mind, thought
process and fantasies are not
treated as Right to Privacy—
as part of Right to Life and
Personal Liberty — under
Article 21 of the Constitution,
the state could map out
these private domains of the
person with invasive/un-in-
vasive methods to be de-
veloped in this high tech
world of digital era, espe-
cially when there is no fool-
proof data protection re-
gime,” Kerala, represented
by counsel V.P.
Surendranath and Nishe Ra-
jan Shonker, said.

Kerala bats for right to privacy 
Vital to protect private domains, personal intimacies, LDF govt. tells SC 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI

A joint team of the Army and
the Jammu and Kashmir Po-
lice has seized a huge cache
of arms and ammunition, in-
cluding two AK assault rifles
and explosives, during an
operation in Rajouri.

During the ‘Operation
Clean-up’, the security per-
sonnel searched the hills and
natural caves in the Rajouri-
Reasi belt with the help of
sniffer dogs. 

The team of the Rashtriya
Rifles and police has seized a
cache of arms, including one
AK-47 rifle, one AK-56 rifle, a
Chinese pistol, two RPG
rounds, five hand grenades,
two magazines and 639
rounds of ammunition in the
Kalakote area of the district
on Saturday, an officer said. 

Arms, ammunition seized in J&K
Army, State police search Rajouri-Reasi belt during ‘Operation Clean-up’

Press Trust of India

Jammu

Huge haul: Army men and J&K policemen with the huge cache of arms and ammunition seized
during a joint operation in Rajouri on Sunday. * PTI

The Gujarat police are
searching for three more
persons allegedly involved
in the attack on Congress
vice-president Rahul
Gandhi’s car in Banaskantha
district. 

Local Congress members
claimed the three persons
have been identified as
Bhagwandas Patel, Mor
Singh Rao and Mukesh
Thakkar.

They are associated with
the ruling BJP and are
among the ‘conspirators’ of
the attack, the Congress
members alleged. The po-
lice had on Saturday arres-
ted Jayesh Darji, an office-
bearer of the BJP’s youth

wing in Banaskantha, after
his name cropped up during
investigation, an official
said. “We are trying to track
down three more persons,
who are on the run. Their
names came up during the
investigation into the attack
on Mr. Gandhi’s vehicle,”
said Dhanera circle police
inspector J.N. Khant.

A stone was thrown at Mr.
Gandhi’s vehicle on Friday
when he was on a visit to
the flood-hit areas. Darji and
the three others have been
booked under IPC sections
relating to “voluntarily caus-
ing hurt to deter a public
servant from his duty, caus-
ing hurt by act endangering
life and mischief causing
damage to property.”

Hunt on for 3 more for
attack on Rahul’s car 

Associated with ruling BJP, says Cong.

Press Trust of India

Ahmedabad

visiting all victims across the
board, as he is a Central
minister,” Mr. Vadakkan
told The Hindu. “I appreci-
ate his visit but comments
like those of his party MP
Meenakshi Lekhi calling
Kerala a godforsaken coun-
try hurt people from Kerala.
You have to win hearts if
you want to make a
difference.”

CPI(M) leader Brinda
Karat was scathing in her at-
tack on Mr. Jaitley. 

“He is the Finance Minis-
ter but he has demeaned his
position. He has taken a
one-sided view and pro-
moted the RSS’s partisan
position to portray them-
selves as victims. However,
as Mr. Jaitley himself knows,
CPI(M) cadres have been
killed in larger numbers.
The timing of his visit when
the State government is
holding peace talks down to
the district level is to disrupt
the process. Lastly, the RSS
that has been unable to
make any advance of its sec-
tarian agenda in Kerala is us-
ing its power through the
Central government to
threaten the State govern-
ment. The people of Kerala
will give a befitting reply.”

(With inputs from 
Vikas Pathak)

Mr. Jaitley’s visit to the slain
Dalit activist’s residence as-
sumes significance in the
wake of the national cam-
paign the BJP has launched
against the CPI(M), accusing
it of targeting the Dalits and
the Backward Classes. This
move is expected to help the
party get rid of its upper
caste image and also gain ac-
ceptability among the Dalits
and other backward classes. 

The party that was re-
cently rocked by the med-
ical college bribery scam in
the State, was trying to re-
gain its lost image by raising
the issue of political viol-
ence. A two-member com-
mittee of senior BJP leaders
who probed a complaint
against a minor party func-
tionary, R.S. Vinod, of tak-
ing ₹6 crore from a private
medical college owner, had
found him and a senior
leader guilty of the charges
levelled against them. Mr.
Vinod was expelled from
the party but no further ac-
tion was taken. 

Congress leader Tom
Vadakkan said Mr. Jaitley
should have visited the fam-
ilies of victims of political vi-
olence across party lines.

“I would have appreci-
ated it if he had shown
greater statesmanship by

Jaitley asks Kerala to
end political violence
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A day after Vikas, son of
Subhash Barala, president
of the BJP’s Haryana State
unit, was arrested, along
with his friend Ashish, on
the charge of stalking a wo-
man, Chief Minister
Manohar Lal Khattar
on Sunday defended his
party colleague.

“This matter does not
concern Subhash Barala,
but pertains to an indi-
vidual. So the action should
be initiated against the indi-
vidual concerned,” Mr.
Khattar told presspersons in
Hisar. 

He said he had full faith
in the police and the judi-
ciary, and hoped that the
Chandigarh Police would
carry out a proper
investigation.

In a press statement,
Rajiv Jain, who heads the
media department of the
BJP in the State, said allega-
tions of political pressure in
the case were “baseless”
and “without facts”.

Opposition protest
Opposition parties held
protests across the State,
seeking the resignation of
Mr. Barala.

Ashok Tanwar, president
of the Congress State unit,
who led a protest in
Faridabad on Sunday, said
an impartial and fair invest-
igation was not possible
with Mr. Barala leading the
ruling BJP in the State. 

Mr. Tanwar demanded
that he resign on “moral
grounds”.

He said the BJP had
coined the slogan Beti

Bachao, Beti Padhao, but
the entire State machinery
was involved in protecting
the son of the ruling party
leader. 

Lighter sections
Mr. Tanwar alleged that
lighter sections of the In-
dian Penal Code were in-

voked in the first informa-
tion report, and the accused
was let off on bail, showing
political interference in the
investigation.

Leader of the Opposition
in the Haryana Assembly
Abhay Chautala tweeted
that the BJP should immedi-
ately remove its State pres-
ident if the party had any
self-respect left.

Complainant’s stand
The complainant told The

Hindu over the phone that
the Chandigarh police was
helpful from the time she
made a call to the police
control room till she lodged
a formal complaint. 

“The police literally
saved my life. The police
reached exactly when one
of the boys tried to open the
door of my car. I do not
know what might have
happened had the police
not reached in time,” she
said. 

She said that she told the
police exactly what had
happened and could not
comment on the sections in-
voked by the police.

“It is their internal mat-
ter,” the woman, a disc
jockey, said. She did not
know the boys prior to the
incident.

On social media
Her father said in a Face-
book post: “As a father of
two daughters, I feel com-
pelled to take this matter to
its logical conclusion. The
goons must be punished
and the law must take its
course ... I feel if people
with some privileges like us
cannot stand up to such
criminals, nobody in India
can. More important, I will
be failing in my duty as a
father to my daughter if I
did not stand with her com-
pletely in this matter.” 

Deputy Superintendent
of Police Satish Kumar, who
is the Sub-Divisional Police
Officer of East Chandigarh,
said the police were seeking
legal opinion to ascertain if
more relevant sections
could be invoked in the
case.

Haryana pivots around stalking case
Opposition holds protests across the State, demanding resignation of BJP State unit president

Ashok Kumar

GURUGRAM

<> I will be failing in

my duty as a father

if I did not stand

with her completely

Complainant’s father

One of the frontline fighters
of the Indian Air Force, the
Jaguars, are still flying
without autopilots, an essen-
tial flying aid, the Comp-
troller and Auditor-General
has said.

In a report presented in
Parliament on July 28, the
CAG said, “The flying aid
capability envisaged by the
IAF for the Jaguar aircraft in
1997 remains largely unreal-
ised even after 20 years …
Meanwhile, the IAF had lost
three Jaguar aircraft and one
pilot since April 2008 due to
pilot disorientation/human
error whereas loss of an-
other four Jaguar aircraft
was under investigation as
of October 2016.”

An autopilot reduces the
pilot’s workload, enhances
safety of aircraft and cuts
aircraft accidents. Jaguars
acquired in the 1980s are of
older vintage and lack
autopilots.

In 1997, the IAF had pro-
jected a requirement of 108
autopilots for 108 aircraft
but only 35 autopilots were
contracted in August 1999
due to “resource crunch” at
a cost of ₹37.42 crore which
were delivered between

2006 and 2008. A repeat
contract for 95 autopilots
was concluded only by
March 2014.

Sub-optimal function
“Out of 35 autopilots pro-
cured earlier, only 18 could
be integrated on the Jaguar
aircraft as of March 2017.
The integrated autopilots
were also functioning sub-
optimally due to malfunc-
tioning of their vital com-
ponent i.e. Auto Pilot Elec-
tronic Unit (APEU),” the
report said.

In addition, 30 autopilots
received through the repeat
contract are yet to be integ-
rated. Thus, as on October

2016, the IAF had a holding
of 117 Jaguars, but only 18
could be upgraded with
autopilot capability. Even
these autopilots were work-
ing sub-optimally due to
malfunctioning of their
APEUs, the report added.

In addition to autopilots,
the IAF is undertaking a ma-
jor modernisation of the Jag-
uar fleet, which also carry
nuclear weapons, with new
avionics and sensors to keep
them flying for another two
decades. The Jaguars have
an underpowered engine.
However, efforts to equip
them with a more powerful
engine have been dragging
on for several years.

IAF is undertaking a major modernisation of the �eet

Dinakar Peri

New Delhi

Strike force: The Jaguar �eet of �ghters can carry nuclear
weapons. * RAMESH SHARMA

Jaguar jets still �ying
without autopilot: CAG

Medha Patkar’s fast
enters 11th day
DHAR 

Narmada Bachao Andolan

leader Medha Patkar’s

indefinite fast for

rehabilitation of Sardar

Sarovar Dam oustees in

Madhya Pradesh entered the

11th day on Sunday. Union

Water Resources Minister

Uma Bharti urged her to end

the fast, while expressing

concern over her health. PTI

IN BRIEF

Two IPS officers sacked
in Chhattisgarh 
NEW DELHI

Two IPS officers in

Chhattisgarh were sacked for

non-performance, a Home

Ministry official said. A.M.

Juri, a 2000-batch officer,

and K.C. Agrawal, who joined

the IPS in 2002, were

dismissed on the State

recommendation finding

them to be “dead wood”. PTI

Flying doctors may
land in Manipur
IMPHAL

Manipur Governor Najma

Heptulla announced on

Sunday that the Civil Aviation

Ministry had sanctioned ₹25

crore through the North-

Eastern Council for a flying

doctors’ service in the State.

At a function here, Ms.

Heptulla said she had been

urging Prime Minister

Narendra Modi and others to

take up the project. She first

came to know of the flying

doctors during her visits to

Australia and other countries,

where doctors rush in

helicopters to treat patients.

Nepal will face greater pres-
sure in the coming days to
take sides as the Doklam
standoff continues between
India and China. 

Official sources indicated
on Sunday that the upcom-
ing visit of Prime Minister
Sher Bahadur Deuba to
Delhi is likely to highlight
Nepal’s position on bilateral
issues between India and
China.

Sources in Kathmandu in-
dicated on Sunday that the
upcoming visit of Prime Min-
ister Sher Bahadur Deuba to
Delhi was likely to highlight
Nepal’s position on bilateral
issues between India and
China. 

Asked about pressure on
Nepal, a senior diplomatic
source on Sunday said the
“report of China’s outreach
to Nepal to discuss import-
ant regional issues is true.”
The apparent pressure on

Kathmandu has added to the
atmospherics around the
planning of Mr. Deuba’s New
Delhi visit. 

Sushma visit
The Nepalese Prime Minis-
ter’s visit will be preceded
by a visit of External Affairs
Minister Sushma Swaraj who
will visit Kathmandu to par-
ticipate in the 15th meeting
of foreign ministers of the
BIMSTEC (Bay of Bengal Ini-
tiative for Multi-Sectoral
Technical and Economic Co-
operation) on August 10. 

India has announced that
the visit will have a bilateral
component. 

“Apart from multilateral
meetings, the External Af-
fairs Minister will hold bilat-
eral meetings with other
leaders,” External Affairs
Ministry spokesperson Go-
pal Baglay said at his weekly
briefing last Friday.

However, between the bi-
lateral visits of India and
Nepal, Kathmandu will on
August 14 host Chinese Vice-
Premier Wang Yang. 

Though diplomatic
sources in Nepal indicated
that the visit was routine,
Mr. Wang has emerged as a
South Asia expert in Beijing
and had undertaken mul-
tiple trips to Nepal over the
past two years. “We will an-
nounce the date for Prime
Minister Deuba’s visit to In-
dia immediately after the In-
dependence Day celebra-
tions in Delhi,” said a source
from Kathmandu. 

Kathmandu calibrates stand on India, China relations

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI

Sushma Swaraj

Pressure on Nepal
over Doklam stando� 

Leader of various parties
have condemned the stalk-
ing of a woman in Chand-
igarh by the son of the
president of the BJP State
unit.

Congress vice-president
Rahul Gandhi tweeted:
“Condemn attempt to kid-
nap & outrage modesty of
young lady in Chdgrh
[Chandigarh]. BJP Govt mst
[must] punish the guilty;
not collude W/ [with] cul-
prits & mindset they
represent.”

Congress leader Manish
Tewari said that under
political pressure, steps
were being taken to safe-
guard the accused, while
adding that irrespective of
the fact that the legal pro-
cess in the case was being
stymied, strict action
should be taken and an ex-

ample needs to be set by
bringing the guilty to
justice. “The law was
tightened in wake of the
Nirbhaya incident. There is
a need to apply it without
fear or favour,” he said.

CPI(M) general secretary
Sitaram Yechury asked why
Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and BJP president
Amit Shah were “silent”
over the incident. He
tweeted that “someone”
was helping the accused.

Rahul, Yechury
demand action
Allege ‘cover-up’, call for strict action

Agencies

New Delhi

Rahul Gandhi

After a prolonged adminis-
trative and legal process, the
Amethi district administra-
tion has asked the Rajiv
Gandhi Charitable Trust to
immediately vacate the
1.0360-hectare land at
Rokha village in Jais, where
it was imparting vocational
training to the members of

self-help groups, officials
said.

They said the land was
initially registered in the
name of a vocational train-
ing centre but subsequently,
it was allegedly captured by
the Rajiv Gandhi Charitable
Trust. 

The question regarding
the ownership of the land
was first raised by Union

Minister Smriti Irani, after
she unsuccessfully con-
tested the 2014 Lok Sabha
polls from Amethi.

After Yogi Adityanath of
the Bharatiya Janata Party
became the Chief Minister of
Uttar Pradesh earlier this
year, the district administra-
tion took note of Ms. Irani’s
letter and sprung into
action.

Press Trust of India

Amethi

Rajiv Gandhi Charitable Trust
asked to vacate land in Amethi 

Maoists kill SI, constable
in Chhattisgarh 
NAGPUR

A Chhattisgarh police sub-

inspector and a constable

were killed in a gun battle

with Maoists in Rajnandgoan

district on Sunday. The fight

took place under the

Bakarkata police station

limits. The District Reserve

Guard’s E-30 team was

carrying out a search

operation in Bhave village

when the incident occurred. 

Nine High Courts have op-
posed a proposal to have an
all-India service for the
lower judiciary, eight have
sought changes in the pro-
posed framework and only
two have supported the
idea, a Law and Justice Min-
istry document says.

The document, sent to all
members of the parliament-
ary consultative committee
on law and justice, also says
that most of the 24 High
Courts wanted control over
the subordinate judiciary.

The Narendra Modi gov-
ernment had given a fresh
push to the long-pending
proposal to set up the new

service to have a separate
cadre for the lower judiciary
in the country. The idea was
first mooted in the 1960s.

The document says the
High Courts of Andhra Pra-
desh, Bombay, Delhi, Gu-
jarat, Karnataka, Madhya
Pradesh, Patna and Punjab
and Haryana “have not fa-
voured the idea of an All-In-
dia Judicial Service”.

It said only the High
Courts of Sikkim and
Tripura have concurred
with the proposal.

The Allahabad, Chhattis-
garh, Himachal Pradesh,
Kerala, Manipur, Meghalaya,
Orissa and Uttarakhand
High Courts have suggested
changes in the age at the in-

duction level, qualifications,
training and quota of vacan-
cies to filled through the
proposed service.

Administrative control
“Most of the High Courts
want the administrative con-
trol over the subordinate ju-
diciary to remain with the
respective High Courts,” the
document said.

Seeking to overcome the
divergence of views, the gov-
ernment had recently sug-
gested to the Supreme Court
various options, including a
NEET-like examination, to
recruit judges to the lower
judiciary. There were vacan-
cies of 4,452 judges in subor-
dinate courts in the country. 

Two back idea, while eight seek changes in proposal

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

Nine High Courts oppose 
all-India judicial service 
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Man with knife arrested
at Ei�el Tower
PARIS

French police arrested an

intruder brandishing a knife

at the Ei�el Tower on

Saturday night which led the

monument to be evacuated,

sources said. The 19-year-old

man forced his way past

security guards and then

shouted “Allahu Akbar [God

is greatest]”. AFP

ELSEWHERE

Chicago to sue federal
govt. over funding threat
CHICAGO/NEW YORK

Chicago will sue the Trump

administration on Monday

over threats to withhold

public safety grant money

from so-called sanctuary

cities, escalating a 

pushback against a federal

immigration crackdown,

Mayor Rahm Emanuel, a

Democrat, announced on

Sunday. REUTERS

Indian doctor arrested
for groping sleeping teen
NEW YORK

A 28-year-old Indian doctor

has been arrested for

allegedly groping a minor girl

sitting next to him on a New

Jersey-bound United Airlines

flight, according to media

reports. The man, identified

as Vijakumar Krishnappa, was

sitting next to the 16-year-

old, according to a federal

court complaint. PTI

‘Taliban killed 30 locals
in northern province’
KABUL

An Afghan official said on

Sunday that at least 30

people, including women and

children, had been killed by

the Taliban in the northern

Sari Pul province. Zahir

Wahdat, the provincial

governor for Sari Pul, said the

victims are mostly civilians

and some local security

forces. AP

China’s Foreign Minister said
on Sunday new UN Security
Council sanctions on North
Korea were the right re-
sponse to a series of missile
tests, but dialogue was vital
to resolve a complex and
sensitive issue now at a “crit-
ical juncture”.

Wang Yi, in what he de-
scribed as “very thorough”
bilateral talks on Sunday
with North Korean Foreign
Minister Ri Yong Ho at a re-
gional meeting in Manila,
said he had told him that
North Korea should not
carry out nuclear tests,
which would only stoke ten-
sions and calmly assess the
UN resolutions.

The UN Security Council
on Saturday unanimously
imposed the new sanctions
on Pyongyang over its two
July intercontinental ballistic
missile tests, a move that
could slash by a third the
Asian state’s $3 billion an-
nual export revenue.

Mr. Wang said diplomatic
and peaceful means were
now necessary to avoid ten-
sions and an escalation of
the crisis. 

“After the implementation
of the resolutions, the
Korean peninsula issue
enters into a critical junc-
ture,” he told reporters on
the sidelines of the ASEAN
meeting in Manila.

“We call on all sides to
take a responsible attitude
when making judgements
and taking actions... We can-
not do one and neglect the
other. Sanctions are needed
but sanctions are not the fi-
nal goal.”

North Korea has been un-
der UN sanctions since
2006. The new measures
were a response to five nuc-
lear tests and four long-range
missile launches.

The United States, which
has long maintained that
China has not done enough
to rein in North Korea, nego-
tiated with China for a
month on the new resolu-
tion before putting it to the
Security Council.

It bans North Korean ex-
ports of coal, iron, iron ore,
lead, lead ore and seafood
and prohibits countries from
hiring additional North
Korean labourers. It also
bars new joint ventures with
North Korea.

The standoff is expected
to dominate Monday's
ASEAN Regional Forum
(ARF), which gathers 27 for-
eign ministers, including
former participants in the
halted six-party talks - Rus-
sia, Japan, the United States,
China and North and South
Korea.

Cordial talks
Mr. Wang’s bilateral talks
with North Korea’s Ri started
off in a cordial way, with Mr.
Ri smiling as the two shook
hands. Mr. Wang placed his
hand on Mr. Ri’s shoulder as
the two entered a meeting
room. “The Chinese side
urged the North Korean side
to calmly handle the resolu-
tions... and to not do any-
thing unbeneficial towards
the international community
such as a nuclear test,” Mr.
Wang said.

He declined to say what
Mr. Ri had told him.

Mr. Wang earlier said it
was important that Mr. Ri
was attending the Manila
meetings so he could hear
“suggestions” and present
his own views. He accepted
that a resumption of six-
party talks would not be
easy, but it was the right dir-
ection, he said. It was not
immediately clear if Mr. Ri
planned to hold other bilat-
eral meetings in Manila. 

China says dialogue vital to
tackling North Korean crisis 
Foreign Minister Wang Yi urges Pyongyang to avoid testing nuclear weapons

Friends meet: North Korean Foreign Minister Ri Yong Ho, left,
and his Chinese counterpart Wang Yi in Manila on Sunday. * AP

Reuters

Manila Venezuelan authorities have
suppressed a military rebel-
lion near the central city of
Valencia, a ruling official
said on Sunday, less than
two days after President Nic-
olas Maduro formed a legis-
lative superbody interna-
tionally condemned as a
power grab. One person was
killed and another was badly
wounded in the attack.

Socialist Party deputy Di-
osdado Cabello made the an-
nouncement shortly after
the release of a video show-
ing a group of men in milit-
ary uniform announcing a
rebellion and calling for a
broad uprising. But the rest
of the country appeared to
be calm, with the capital Ca-
racas waking to a quiet
Sunday morning.

Situation under control
One witness in the area of a
military base in the town of
Naguanagua reported hear-
ing gunshots before dawn,
but Mr. Cabello said the situ-
ation was under control. 

Officials said the rebels

were trying to steal weapons
and that seven people were
detained after the attack on
the base.

The Defence Ministry did
not immediately respond to
a request for comment. But
government allies were
quick to denounce the attack
as a right-wing plot aimed at
bringing down the
“Bolivarian revolution” star-
ted nearly 20 years ago by
the late Hugo Chavez and
carried on by his protégé
Maduro. “These attacks,
planned by delirious minds
in Miami, only strengthen
the morale of our armed

forces and the Bolivarian
people,” tweeted Socialist
Party official Elias Jaua.

In Sunday's video, a man
who identified himself as
Juan Carlos Caguaripano, a
former National Guard cap-
tain, said: “We demand the
immediate formation of a
transition government.” He
was flanked by about a
dozen men in military uni-
forms. “This is not a coup
d’etat,” he said. “This is a
civic and military action to
re-establish constitutional
order. But more than that, it
is to save the country from
total destruction.”

7 detained after attack on Army base near city of Valencia 

Reuters

Caracas

Worsening situation: A man faces o� against soldiers outside
a military base in Valencia, Venezuela, on Sunday. * AP

Venezuelan authorities
crush military rebellion

China’s top diplomat said on
Sunday that talks for a
non-aggression pact aimed
at preventing clashes from
erupting in the disputed
South China Sea may start
this year if “outside parties”
don’t cause a major
disruption. 

Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi said the start of
talks for a “code of
conduct” in the disputed
waters may be announced
by the heads of state of
China and the 10-member
Association of Southeast
Asian Nations (ASEAN),
when they meet at an
annual summit in the
Philippines in November if
Beijing’s conditions are met. 

Non-interference
Mr. Wang said those
conditions include non-
interference by “outside

parties”, apparently
referring to the United
States, which Beijing has
frequently accused of
meddling in what it says is
an Asian dispute that should
be resolved only by the
countries involved. 

China’s territorial
disputes in the strategic and
potentially oil-and gas-rich
waterway with five other
governments intensified
after it built islands in
disputed waters and
reportedly started to install
a missile defence system on
them, alarming rival
claimant states, the U.S. and
other Western
governments. “If there is no
major disruption from
outside parties, with that as
the precondition, then we
will consider during the
November leaders’ meeting,
we will jointly announce the
official start of the code of
conduct consultation.” 

Beijing sets terms for
talks on sea feud code
Associated Press

Manila

Israel seeks to ban Qatar’s
flagship Al-Jazeera news net-
work from operating in the
country, joining regional
Arab states that already shut
the station after accusing
the broadcaster of inciting
violence, Communications
Minister Ayoob Kara said on
Sunday. 

Mr. Kara, of Prime Minis-
ter Benjamin Netanyahu’s
Likud party, said he wants
to revoke press cards from
Al-Jazeera reporters, which
in affect prevents them from
working in Israel. 

Mr. Kara added he has
asked cable and satellite net-
works to block their trans-
missions and is seeking le-
gislation to ban them
altogether. No timetable for
the measures was given. 

Jordan and Saudi Arabia
have recently closed Al-Jaz-
eera’s local offices, while the
channel and its affiliate sites
have been blocked in Saudi
Arabia, United Arab Emir-
ates, Egypt and Bahrain. 

“Lately, almost all coun-
tries in our region determ-

ined that Al—Jazeera sup-
ports terrorism, supports
religious radicalisation,” Mr.
Kara said. “And when we
see that all these countries
have determined as fact that
Al-Jazeera is a tool of the Is-
lamic State, Hamas, Hezbol-
lah and Iran, and we are the
only one who have not de-
termined that, then some-
thing delusional is happen-
ing here,” he said. 

Old animosity
Israeli officials have long ac-
cused Al-Jazeera of bias
against the Jewish state. De-
fence Minister Avigdor
Lieberman has likened its
coverage to “Nazi Germany-
style” propaganda. 

Doha-based Al-Jazeera
did not immediately re-
spond to a request for com-
ment, though its Arab and
English channels immedi-
ately reported on the news.
Al-Jazeera already has been
targeted by Arab nations
now isolating Qatar as part
of a months-long political
dispute over Doha’s politics
and alleged support for Is-
lamist extremists. 

After Arab states, Israel
seeks to ban Al-Jazeera 
Accuses channel of inciting violence
Associated Press

JERUSALEM

When desperation sets in: Migrants wait to be rescued by the Italian coast guard in the Mediterranean Sea, 30 nautical miles from the Libyan coast, on Sunday. The
Libyan coast guard said it had intercepted 137 migrants, including �ve women and three children, as they attempted to reach Europe. * AFP
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In the middle of nowhere

Gunmen stormed a Cath-
olic church in a town in
southeast Nigeria early on
Sunday, killing 12 worship-
pers, hospital sources and
witnesses said. 

The attack took place at
around 6 a.m. at St. Philip’s
church in Ozubulu, near
the city of Onitsha, wit-
nesses said.

“So far, 12 persons have
been confirmed dead and
deposited in the mortuary
here while several persons
are receiving medical at-
tention,” a staff worker at
Nnamdi Azikiwe University
Teaching Hospital in
Nnewi, where the victims
were admitted, told AFP. 

Several worshippers
with gunshot wounds were
receiving treatment at the
hospital, the source said. 

Witnesses said five gun-
men in masks stormed the
church and opened fire on
worshippers. They feared
that up to 20 people may
have died. Anambra State
police commissioner Garba
Umar, however, said there
was only one attacker.

12 shot dead
in Nigeria
church 
Agence France-Presse

Warri

Internet services were dis-
rupted across Pakistan for
about 38 hours due to a fault
in the India-Middle East-
Western Europe submarine
cable, affecting flight ser-
vices and other activities.

The Internet services
were restored across the
country on Sunday after the
disruption caused by the
fault in the undersea inter-
net cable, a Pakistan Tele-
communication Company
Limited (PTCL) spokesman
said. The disruption preven-
ted airport officials confirm-

ing flight schedules and
ticket bookings, as a result of
which at least eight domestic
and international flights at
Islamabad’s Benazir Bhutto
International Airport were
cancelled earlier on Sunday.

Slow browsing speed
A fault in the submarine
cable caused consumers and
businesses across Pakistan
to experience major Internet
disruptions, with many cus-
tomers complaining of slow
browsing speeds.

Top PTCL official Sik-
ander Naqi told Dawn that
the disruption was caused

by cuts in a PTCL cable, but
the company had succeeded
in restoring internet services
across the country.

“A cable was cut in Saudi
Arabia near Jeddah yester-
day morning,” he said. “Ex-
perts initially thought the
cut was under the sea but
after a bit of research, they
figured out that the cable
that was cut is on land. It has
now been repaired and ser-
vices are back to normal.” 

“There are four PTCL
cables, whereas private
companies have two. Six
cables are good enough for
Pakistan,” Mr. Naqi said.

Pak. back online after disruption
Press Trust of India

Islamabad

Aung San Suu Kyi’s first ma-
jor infrastructure project
could hardly be more visible
— hundreds of new yellow
buses now plying the streets
of Yangon in what her ruling
party hopes will be a potent
symbol of how it is trans-
forming peoples’ lives.

But two deals to import
2,000 buses from China es-
timated at more than $100
million have caused an un-
usual rift within her National
League for Democracy
(NLD), with regional law-
makers questioning its cost
and accusing Yangon’s Chief
Minister Phyo Min Thein, a
Suu Kyi protégé, of cronyism
and a lack of accountability.

“Phyo Min Thein's govern-

ment lacks transparency,”
said Kyaw Zay Ya, a Yangon
NLD lawmaker. “The image
of the government will be
damaged if he doesn’t
change.”

The deal, struck with
Chinese companies and a
businessman with ties to the
junta that ruled Myanmar for
decades, has also soured re-
lations with the West, ac-
cording to diplomats.

While there is no evidence
that any laws were broken in
the awarding of the con-
tracts, Roland Kobia, the EU
ambassador to Myanmar,
complained in a private let-
ter to Commerce Minister
Than Myint of a lack of trans-
parency in public
procurements.

“Currently, the domestic

economy remains domin-
ated by a small number of
domestic and regional actors
whose long-standing prac-
tices prevent fair competi-
tion,” Mr. Kobia wrote in the
June dated letter, seen by Re-
uters. The letter did not spe-
cifically refer to the bus deal.

Although the Chinese
buses were about half the
price of international rivals,
engineers who inspected
them for Myanmar predict
that they will wear out and
need to be replaced far
sooner than the interna-
tional standard.

Phyo Min Thein declined
several interview requests
from Reuters. He and other
ministers have previously de-
fended the deal, saying the
government-to-government

agreement with China
offered a discount price and
express delivery.

EU ambassador Kobia said
in a statement in response to
Reuters’ questions that

“many European actors
stand ready to work in Myan-
mar, but more needs to be
done to give them a fair
chance to compete for con-
tracts”. He was referring to

the broader issue of trans-
parency in public procure-
ments, the EU said. Myan-
mar’s Commerce Ministry
spokesman Khin Maung
Lwin declined to comment.

Growing disillusionment
When Ms. Suu Kyi swept to
power in an electoral land-
slide in 2015, analysts pre-
dicted Western companies,
whose government’s had
cheered on the transition to
democracy in the southeast
Asian nation that began in
2011, would flock to the
country. But the Yangon bus
deal underscores that Ms.
Suu Kyi’s backers in the West
have grown disillusioned as
Myanmar increasingly
prefers to do business with
China. 

Phyo Min Thein, a charis-
matic 48-year-old who spent
about 15 years behind bars
for opposing the junta, likes
to tell people he has no more
time to waste.

His bid to overhaul Yan-
gon’s antiquated transit sys-
tem offers Ms. Suu Kyi’s
party one of its first oppor-
tunities to tangibly improve
the lives of more than 2 mil-
lion commuters in a city that
overwhelmingly voted for
the NLD at the last election.

Yangon officials last year
rejected a proposal to im-
prove the transit network
from the World Bank's in-
vestment arm, the Interna-
tional Finance Corporation,
due to differences over the
details of the plan, which re-
quired detailed traffic monit-

oring and an open tender
process.

Initial talks with potential
French and Dutch suppliers
also came to nothing, be-
cause they could not deliver
the number of buses with the
speed the chief minister was
demanding, diplomats and
lobbyists involved said.

Instead, Yangon Bus Pub-
lic Company (YBPC), a pub-
lic-private joint venture ma-
jority-owned by the city
government, bought 1,000
buses from two Chinese sup-
pliers picked by Beijing’s am-
bassador to Myanmar, Hong
Liang. Another 1,000 buses
were bought from a third
Chinese company in a
private deal by businessman
Kyaw Ne Win, a grandson of
former junta leader Ne Win.

Two deals to import over 2,000 buses have caused a rift within the Myanmarese leader’s party, with many accusing the Yangon Chief Minister of cronyism

Reuters

YANGON

Suu Kyi’s man in Yangon under �re over transport pact with China

Aung San Suu Kyi’s backers in the West are disappointed with
Myanmar’s propensity to do business with China. * FILE PHOTO
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IN BRIEF

IOC may double re�ning
capacity by 2030 
NEW DELHI

Indian Oil Corporation (IOC)

plans to nearly double oil

re�ning capacity to 150 mtpa

by 2030 and source 10% of

the need from its own assets,

said chairman Sanjiv Singh.

“IOC plans to raise its

re�ning capacity from the

current 80.7 million tonnes

per annum (mtpa) to around

150 mtpa by 2030, through

both brown�eld expansion

and green�eld capacity

creation,” he said in the

annual report. PTI

12 PSBs �rming up plans
to raise funds 
NEW DELHI

As many as 12 public sector

banks (PSBs), including PNB,

Bank of India and Indian Bank

have lined up plans for

raising funds from markets to

shore up capital base to meet

Basel III norms. About 6—7

lenders expect to close their

capital raising plan by the

end of the current �scal,

sources said. The rest would

raise funds through follow

on public o�er or quali�ed

institutional placement (QIP)

next �scal. PTI

Consensus likely on
SAIL, ArcelorMittal JV 
NEW DELHI

Consensus on signing a joint

venture deal between SAIL

and global steel

manufacturer ArcelorMittal

for an auto-grade steel plant

is likely in two months at the

instance of think tank NITI

Aayog, an o�cial said. The

country’s largest steel maker

had sought help from NITI

Aayog to resolve di�erences

with ArcelorMittal over

setting up of ₹5,000-crore

steel plant. “A consensus on

signing of the joint venture

may be reached in two

months,” the o�cial said. PTI

A combination of factors, in-
cluding cash crunch follow-
ing demonetisation of high
value notes announced in
November last, have led to
commercial banks cutting
down on the number of auto-
mated teller machines
(ATMs) particularly those not
located in branches (off-site
ATMs), latest RBI data
showed. 

According to Reserve
Bank of India (RBI), there
were 98,092 off-site ATMs in
June 2017 against 99,989 in
the same month last year.
However, on-site (located
within a branch) ATMs rose
to 110,385 from 101,346 in
the same period. 

‘Cash crunch’
According to bankers, de-
monetisation, which led to
cash crunch, was one of the
factors that impacted ATM
expansion.

“Yes, it is true that ATM
expansion has slowed,” said
a senior official of a large

public sector bank on the
condition of anonymity.

“Since there was shortage
of cash post-November, we
decided to go slow on this,”
the official said.

The number of ATMs ad-
ded between June 2016 and
June 2017 was a little more

than 7,000 while in the com-
parable period of the previ-
ous year, banks had added
almost 16,000 ATMs and
more than 18,500 in the year
before. The total number of
ATMs in the country in June
2017 was 2,08,477 as com-
pared with 2,01,335 a year

ago.
Large retail-focussed

banks like ICICI Bank and
HDFC Bank’s off-site ATM
numbers show a declining
trend over the last one year. 

While HDFC Bank’s off-site
ATMs decreased to 5,845
from 6,391, ICICI Bank saw

the number cut to 8,639
from 9,274. Its overall ATM
number at June-end was also
lower than in the same
month of the previous year.

But SBI’s ATM numbers
saw a sharp increase as it
merged five of its associate
banks and Bharatiya Mahila
Bank on April 1, 2017.

‘Low footfalls’
The Centre’s push for digital
transactions discouraging
the use of cash is also having
an impact, with banks going
slow on ATM expansion,
bankers said. 

In addition, ATMs with
low footfalls are being relo-
cated. Some of these ATMs,
which were on-site, were in-
stalled following directions
issued by the Finance Min-
istry during the UPA regime
(known as MoF ATMs in
banking circles). Replace-
ment of old ATMs is another
reason why the headline
numbers are not growing at
the same pace as earlier
years, ATM manufacturers
said.

“There is some amount of
slowdown currently due to
the availability of cash,
which was a outcome of de-
monetisation,” said Navroze
Dastur, managing director,
NCR Corporation India, told
The Hindu. 

“That has definitely im-
pacted the market,” Mr.
Dastur said. NCR deploys al-
most 50% of the ATMs in the
country.

“What we are seeing today
is that a lot of replacement is
happening. There are lot of
ATMs which are more than
seven years old. A lot of
banks are replacing those
ATMs. That is why probably
you are not seeing the in-
crease in numbers,” Mr.
Dastur said. 

He said it was a normal
practice among banks to re-
place ATMs after 5-7 years as
software etc gets dated.

“This is a cycle. We are in
the cyclical stage where large
number of ATMs are due for
replacement. This cycle will
be there for another year,”
Mr. Dastur said.

Replacement of systems more than 7 years old, Centre’s digital push lead to cutting down on new installations

MANOJIT SAHA

Mumbai

ATM expansion slows due to note ban

Mobile wallet company
MobiKwik is looking at rais-
ing over $100 million from
investors this year to fuel
its expansion.

MobiKwik recently inked
an agreement with Bajaj
Finance, under which the
latter invested ₹225 crore
(about $35 million) in the
digital payments company
for a 10.83% stake.

“We had said that we
plan to raise about $150
million and this investment
[from Bajaj Finance] is the
first tranche. We are in
talks with private equity
and venture capitalists to
raise over $100 million,”
MobiKwik co-founder
Upasana Taku told PTI. She
added that more funding is
expected to come in during
the latter half of the year.

The deal with Bajaj Fin-
ance values the company
at over $300 million. Mo-
biKwik has so far raised
over $85 million from in-
vestors. 

MobiKwik 
to raise over
$100 million 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Centre’s reliance on
higher taxation of petroleum
products to mop up revenue
could be in for review — if the
next NITI Aayog Vice Chair-
man Rajiv Kumar’s views are
taken into consideration.

Revenue mop-up
Fresh taxes levied on petro-
leum products (while their
prices fell) helped prop up
revenue, but ended up re-
straining consumption as
well as investment demand
in the process, and the fiscal
bonanza from the oil price
decline caused ‘a degree of
complacency’ in expendit-
ure management, he said.

Prime Minister Narendra
Modi and Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley could have con-
sidered passing the larger
share of oil price decline to
consumers with the object-
ive of pushing growth, Mr.
Kumar said in a two-year as-
sessment of the government
in his book Modi and His
Challenges.

The administered oil price
mechanism was abolished
but “…the government did
not pass on the entire reduc-
tion in prices to consumers,”
Mr. Kumar wrote in the
book.

“Instead, it raised taxes on
petroleum products on more
than one occasion, princip-
ally to mop up resources for

keeping its fiscal deficit tar-
gets... Consequently, do-
mestic prices of petrol de-
clined only by ₹10 per litre
over the last 18 months,
while global oil prices have

plummeted from $100 per
barrel to $40,” Mr. Kumar
said.

The Prime Minister must
jettison all economic priorit-
ies to focus on maximum
employment creation, which
is critical to meet the ‘ex-
ploding aspirations of his
young supporters’ and “will
automatically yield a near
double digit rate of GDP
growth for the next decade
and an average of 7-8% for
the next three decades,” Mr.
Kumar had stressed.

Mr. Kumar said the gov-
ernment and the ruling coali-
tion’s spokespersons should
stop talking of India’s emer-
gence as the fastest growing
economy of the world.

“Irrespective of the vera-
city of the statistical claims
… the truth is that produc-
tion and employment in ma-
jor sectors are either declin-
ing or stagnating. Rural
distress is mounting… Such
talk of fastest growing eco-
nomy etc, projects an image
of a government not being
empathetic to or even aware
of the real concerns of the
people,” Mr. Kumar wrote,
warning this could ‘rebound
badly.’ 

“It will be far better to talk
of government’s efforts at
trying to expand employ-
ment rather than claim eco-
nomic victory, which is seen
as a statistical chimera,” Mr.
Kumar concluded. 

‘High oil taxes curbed consumption, investment’ 
NITI Aayog’s next VC believes focus should be on job creation, not claims of economic victory 

Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI

Rajiv Kumar

About 400 senior executives
of Cognizant have accepted
the company’s voluntary
separation package (VSP), a
move that the U.S.-based
company said will help it
save about $60 million
annually.

In May, the company had
initiated a voluntary separa-
tion programme, offering up
to nine months of salary to
some of its top-level execut-
ives in the U.S. and India.

Cognizant has a signific-
ant chunk of its total 2.56
lakh workforce in India and
it is estimated that of the

400 people who opted for
the separation, a large num-
ber could be from India.
However, the company did
not disclose the number of
Indian executives who have
accepted the offer.

‘Realignment charges’
“Of the $39 million of re-
alignment charges, $35 mil-
lion was for the roughly 400
associates who accepted our
VSP. 

“We expect approxim-
ately $60 million of annual-
ised savings as a result of the
VSP,” Cognizant CFO Karen
McLoughlin said at a recent
investor call.

To save about $60 million annually

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

400 senior o�cials opt
for Cognizant’s VSP 
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Community social media
platform ‘LocalCircles’ re-
cently did a survey on the In-
dian consumer’s perception
about items imported from
China. The results gave a
peek into the minds of In-
dian consumers. It showed
52% of participants were of
the opinion that for the same
product, the quality of a
‘Made in India’ version was
superior to the one from
China. However, 83% said
they buy Chinese products
as those items were the
cheapest. On the issue of ad-
dressing ‘quality concerns’
about imported Chinese
items, 98% said there should
be better screening of such
products before they enter
the Indian market — includ-
ing ensuring that only those
imports meeting the Indian
(BIS) standards are allowed. 

The poll assumes signific-
ance as it comes amid ongo-
ing negotiations for a mega-
regional Free Trade Agree-
ment (FTA) among 16
Asia-Pacific nations, includ-
ing China and India. Known
as the Regional Comprehens-
ive Economic Partnership
(RCEP), the proposed FTA,
aims to boost goods trade by
eliminating most tariff and
non-tariff barriers — a move
that is expected to provide
the region’s consumers
greater choice of quality
products at affordable rates.
It also seeks to liberalise in-
vestment norms and do
away with services trade re-
strictions. 

The RCEP is billed as an
FTA between the 10-member
ASEAN bloc and its six FTA
partners — India, China, Ja-
pan, South Korea, Australia
and New Zealand. When
inked, it would become the
world’s biggest free trade
pact. This is because the 16
nations account for a total
GDP (Purchasing Power Par-
ity, or PPP basis) of about
$50 trillion (or about 40% of
the global GDP) and house
close to 3.5 billion people
(about half the world’s popu-
lation). India (GDP-PPP
worth $9.5 trillion and popu-
lation of 1.3 billion) and
China (GDP-PPP of $23.2 tril-
lion and population of 1.4 bil-
lion) together comprise the
RCEP’s biggest component in
terms of market size.

The RCEP ‘guiding prin-
ciples and objectives’ state
that the “negotiations on

trade in goods, trade in ser-
vices, investment and other
areas will be conducted in
parallel to ensure a compre-
hensive and balanced out-
come.” However, it is learnt
that China, using its influ-
ence as the global leader in
goods exports, has been de-
ploying quiet diplomacy to
ensure consistent focus on
attempts to obtain commit-
ments on elimination of tar-
iffs on most traded goods. 

China is keen on an agree-
ment on a ‘high level’ of tar-
iff liberalisation — eliminat-
ing duties on as much as 92%
of traded products. How-
ever, India’s offer is to do
away with duties on only
80% of the lines and that too,
with a longer phase-out
period for Chinese imports
(ie, about 20 years, against 15
for other RCEP nations). 

Duty impact on India
A highly ambitious level of
tariff elimination without
enough flexibility would af-
fect India the most on the
goods side. This is because in
the RCEP group (except My-
anmar, Cambodia and Lao
PDR), India has the highest
average ‘Most Favoured Na-
tion (MFN) tariff ’ level at
13.5%. MFN tariff, as per the
WTO, refers to normal, non-
discriminatory tariff charged
on imports — excluding pref-
erential tariffs under FTAs
and other schemes or tariffs
charged inside quotas.

A March 2017 discussion
paper on RCEP by the think
tank RIS also said, “India is
the only participant that has
a high level of merchandise
trade deficit … Its trade defi-
cit with RCEP countries is

also more than half its global
trade deficit.” The paper, by
V.S. Seshadri, also showed
that India’s trade deficit with
China “is over three times its
exports to China (in 2014), a
situation not matched by any
other RCEP member except
Cambodia…” It further said,
“considering India’s vulner-
abilities and large bilateral
trade deficits, India will need
substantial flexibilities to
deal with China… A longer
phase out period with back-
loading of concessions, par-
ticularly on sensitive
products, will be essential.”

On the sidelines of the re-
cently held RCEP talks in Hy-
derabad, representatives
from the Indian industry laid
out their apprehensions be-
fore the industry bodies of
other RCEP nations and the
trade negotiators. Their
main worry was that the pro-
posed FTA, owing to the pos-
sibility of elimination of du-
ties across most sectors,
could lead to a surge in in-
flow of low-priced goods,
mainly from China. This, In-
dia Inc. feared, would result
in their share in the domestic
market contracting, and con-
sequent downsizing/closure
of operations, as well as job
losses. This could lead to
lower incomes and reduced
consumer spending.

Also, since India already
has separate FTAs with the
10-member ASEAN bloc, Ja-
pan and Korea, India Inc.
feels that on account of the
RCEP, India may not gain
much on the goods side with
existing FTA partners. India
is also negotiating separate
FTAs with Australia and New
Zealand. However, be it

through a separate FTA or
via RCEP, India’s gains on the
goods segment from Aus-
tralia and New Zealand will
be limited as MFN tariff
levels of those two countries
are already low. China is the
only RCEP country with
which India neither has an
FTA, nor is in talks for one.
Therefore, Indian industry
sees RCEP as an indirect FTA
with China, especially since,
given sensitivities involved,
there could be a hue and cry
if the India opts for a direct
FTA with that country.

Trade deficit woes
Ajit Ranade, chief econom-
ist, Aditya Birla Group, said
even without a bilateral FTA,
India was already affected by
China’s overhang of excess
capacity in sectors including
metals, chemicals and tex-
tiles. Goods imports from
China have been far outpa-
cing India’s shipments to
that country (India’s exports
are mainly troubled by Chi-
na’s non-tariff barriers). This
has led to goods trade deficit
with China widening from
just $1.1 billion in 2003-04 to
a whopping $52.7 billion in
2015-16, though easing
slightly to $51.1 billion in
2016-17. Mr. Ranade said In-
dia’s FTA strategy has to be
guided by the ‘Make In India’
initiative that aims to boost
domestic manufacturing and
job creation within India. 

In return for greater mar-
ket access in goods, India,
with its large pool of skilled
workers and professionals,
might be trying to use the
RCEP to gain on the services
side, by securing commit-
ments from the other na-

tions to mutually ease norms
on movement of such people
across borders for short-
term work.

However, the RCEP is just
one element of China’s
grander plans for global
dominance. In February, its
foreign minister Wang Yi
said, “We hope to … speed
up the RCEP negotiation pro-
cess and strive for an early
agreement, so as to contrib-
ute to realising the greater
common goal of building the
Free Trade Area of the Asia-
Pacific (FTAAP).” The FTAAP
spans 21 Asia-Pacific Eco-
nomic Cooperation coun-
tries, including the U.S. and
China, but does not cover In-
dia (though it has sought to
be an APEC member). With
the U.S. withdrawing from
the Trans Pacific Partnership
— a mega-regional FTA not
involving India and China —
that similarly aimed to help
establish the FTAAP, the
path is clear for China to
push ahead with this stra-
tegic initiative to its advant-
age through the RCEP. 

In May, Chinese Com-
merce Minister Zhong Shan
said the RCEP “highly echoes
the Silk Road spirit.” The Silk
Road Economic Belt (on
land) and the Maritime Silk
Road (via the ocean) com-
prise China’s Belt and Road
Initiative, that India had op-
posed on strategic grounds. 

Joshua P. Meltzer of the
think-tank Brookings said in
an article that the impact of
the BRI — to which China has
committed $1.4 trillion — “on
regional trade integration
should also be seen in light
of trade agreements such as
the RCEP.”

“Once completed, RCEP
will also provide preferential
access to each country’s
markets. BRI could help
China address some of its ex-
cess capacity in industries
such as steel and cement,
since infrastructure projects
supported by the initiative
would boost external de-
mand for Chinese exports.
The initiative could provide a
means for Chinese industries
with excess capacity to ex-
port equipment that is cur-
rently idle.” It is pertinent for
India to note this larger pic-
ture even as it sees the RCEP
as “a beacon of hope for free
trade” and a pact offering “a
positive and forward-looking
alternative in the face of
growing protectionism
across the world.”

China’s RCEP push veils grand plan
Asian behemoth sees deal as stepping stone to linking the Belt and Road project with the FTAAP pact 

Wider horizon: Even without a bilateral FTA, India has been a�ected by China’s overhang of
excess capacity in sectors such as metals, chemicals and textiles. * GETTY IMAGES/ISTOCK

ARUN S

New Delhi

Last month, the Advertising
Agencies Association of India
conferred the Lifetime
Achievement Award on Roda
Mehta, the first woman in the
media function of an Indian
advertising agency. Excerpts
from her acceptance speech:

You are honouring me for
much today. As far as I can
remember, all I did was a
good day’s job, followed by a
good night’s sleep, and that
was all there was to it! That
all these developments took
place at a time of rapid
change was entirely coincid-
ental! But since you have
chosen to honour me for it,
let me share how this came
to be.

Back in 1971, at the age of
21, faced with the choice
between an unknown called
advertising that was asking
for computerisation of the
National Readership Survey
[NRS] 1970 and a known
called banking, the advice of
a professor guided me: “If
your aim is to contribute and
grow, take the former. If you
want a steady path in your
career, take the latter.” I took
the former and was com-
pletely undecided on the
wisdom of that choice for the
first two years. I remember
the first day I stepped into
HTA at Express Towers,
Heather Almeida, a senior
Account Executive, ex-
claimed “What is an MBA do-
ing in Media?” That pretty
much summed it up! For, un-
known to me, Media was
primarily a clerical function,
releasing advertisements cre-
ated by the agency. 

In 1973, the Clarion-Mote
Media Model was presented
at the Advertising Club of
Bombay and HTA was asked
to critique it. The talk cata-
pulted me onto the industry
stage. A two-month second-

ment to the Indian Space Re-
search Organization for their
Satellite Instructional Televi-
sion Experiment, working
with some brilliant minds,
followed.

The formal offer from
Ogilvy Benson & Mather
came without a meeting; so I
asked to interview the Man-
aging Director! I placed be-
fore him two conditions –
complete independence in
work and no politics! Mani
Ayer accepted and I moved
to OBM as Media Group
Head in August of 1975.

The very first media
presentation made to the
Marketing Director of an in-
ternational Food company
was in the presence of Mani
Ayer and the full Servicing
team. After many appreciat-
ive comments, the client left
and then sent back their
usual list of publications for
release! That experience
drove me to targeting one cli-

ent every year to scientific
media planning. Fortunately,
client companies had also
begun hiring MBAs as train-
ees and promoting them to
Brand Management.

Analysis begins
Now unlike HTA, where Ac-
count Servicing would ana-
lyse and decode client brand
marketing briefs for Media,
at OBM, client briefs were
handed over directly to Me-
dia. With limited resources
and ambitious targets for an
over-stretched function, I re-
member storming into Mani
Ayer’s cabin one morning
stating that Account Servi-
cing was not doing its job
and was merely passing
down client marketing
briefs, to which he quietly re-
sponded, “Then you do it”. 

That is how the Media
function, through backward
integration, started market-
consumer-media analysis

that became a part of every
brand media strategy. Clients
took to this approach in-
stantaneously and often fine-
tuned their own objectives
through this process.

Now, to every direct ap-
proach made by the Media to
clients came the response
“Our agency decides our me-
dia plans”. With nowhere
else to go, they learnt soon
enough that a visit to OBM
necessitated a deep under-
standing of their product – its
content and layout, advert-
ising categories, advertising
placement strategies, distri-
bution network, printing
quality, etc. Why was this ne-
cessary? Because the projec-
tions in the NRS from small
sample sizes at each target
group level needed other
measures to ratify media
choices. Publishers began
changing their selling ap-
proach, training sales per-
sonnel with a study of their

Survey before recovering
costs, raised issues of reliab-
ility due to high projections
on low target group sample
bases. These two factors fi-
nally led to the formation of
the Media Research Users
Council after AAAI and IENS
declined undertaking future
NRSs. 

During these years, in-
dustry fortunes see-sawed,
as did advertiser spends. Me-
dia budgets saw many peri-
ods of stagnation or marginal
increase. But media costs
kept rising. To ensure that
brand budgets went the ex-
tra mile, we looked at print
pricing structures and found
that add-on charges for
double-spread, bleed, news-
paper positions, etc. using
the same quantum of news-
print was unfair. That is how
the need to negotiate began. 

Being essentially an In-
dian agency with Ogily &
Mather Worldwide as a
minority partner, the sense
of ownership [in OBM] was
very strong. Under David
Ogilvy as chairman during
the latter years of the ’80s,
we were encouraged to un-
dertake work in the public
domain. 

The critical ingredient
that set this agency apart was
that while others were slug-
ging it out for the top slot,
OBM’s orientation was creat-
ing value for brands, for the
industry and for the nation.
Had its focus been on size,
the agency would have been
a very different place. 

So let it be said today, that
I could never have done
what you honour me for
today had it been any other
agency or had it been at any
other time in the history of
this agency. Thank you.

(Read full speech at
http://bit.ly/AAAIWinner2017)

readers, with intra-media
and inter-media competitive
profiling, etc. 

While these developments
were taking place in OBM,
there was much churning in
the mass Media. When I
joined the industry, there
was only B&W print advert-
ising, radio spots and cinema
films or slides. Then 1976
saw the launch of B&W com-
mercial television in the 4
metros. Inclusion of Hindi
films and film song se-
quences led to smart growth
in demand for TV sets across
the entire social spectrum.
Six years later in 1982, televi-
sion went colour with the
Asian Games held in New
Delhi, followed by the setting
up of transmitter-a-day
across the country. Televi-
sion set sales grew exponen-
tially. Cinema, a monopoly
medium that had resisted
audience measurement, got
wiped out for advertising.
Print found itself confronted
by a very strong competitor
with live News telecasts gen-
erating publisher night-
mares. For advertisers,
strong demand-pull was a
new experience as con-
sumers chased products, de-
manding rapid distribution
expansion.

Measurement lags
In all this turmoil, when
needed most, Media audi-
ence measurement was slow
to respond, appearing after
long gaps — in 1978, 1983,
1989. So, the impact of rapid
changes in audience con-
sumption was either not cap-
tured (as in rural India) or
not delivered in time for
sound planning. 

Furthermore, the band-
width and financial re-
sources of research agencies
to host a National Readership

‘Our orientation was creating value for brands’
In a speech accepting a prestigious award, Roda Mehta dwells on what spurred scienti�c media planning

Changing times: When TV entered homes, strong demand-pull was a new experience as
consumers chased products, says Roda Mehta. * WWW.CAMPAIGNINDIA.IN

For the promoters of the
debt-laden Essar Group, the
billionaire Ruia brothers, a
lot hinges on the final clear-
ances from the government
for its $12.9 billion deal to
sell Essar Oil to a consortium
led by Russia’s Rosneft.

The Indian lenders to the
steel-to-shipping conglomer-
ate are, however, pinning
their hopes on recovering
some of the ₹1.4 lakh crore
in debt that the group owes
to overseas and domestic
financiers mainly on the in-
solvency process that has
been initiated at the Na-
tional Company Law
Tribunal (NCLT) against Es-
sar Steel. 

“The joint lenders’ forum
comprising 23 lenders ap-
proved and authorised the
release of shares of Essar Oil
Limited as per original terms
and condition and the deal
is likely to be completed in
the next couple of the
weeks,” a member of the
lenders’ consortium led by
the State Bank of India (SBI)
and ICICI Bank, said on con-
dition of anonymity.

Still, how much of the sale
proceeds are likely to reach
Indian banks that have lent
to the group is a moot point,
according to the banker.

“We can’t force the Essar
promoters to pay for steel
debts, from the money they
got from selling Essar Oil,”
the bank official said.

While the lenders’ forum
conveyed its approval of the
transaction in June -- about
nine months after the agree-
ment was signed in October
in the presence of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi and
Russian President Vladimir
Putin – the deal is yet to win
a final nod from the Centre
after the home ministry
raised security concerns
over the proposed sale.

For the Ruias the about
₹86,000 crore that the buy-
ers have agreed to pay, in-
cluding the $5 billion worth
of Essar Oil debt that the
Rosneft-led consortium is
set to assume, will provide
the means to substantially
reduce debt at the group’s
holding company level.

“This is the largest single
instance of deleveraging by
any corporate group in In-
dia’s corporate history,” Es-

sar Group CEO Prashant
Ruia said, referring to the
Essar Oil transaction. The
deal is on the cusp of closure
as all approvals had been re-
ceived and only some final
details were being con-
cluded, he added.

According to Mr. Ruia, the
group plans to repay more
than $10 billion in debt: $5
billion from the books of Es-
sar Global, and $5 billion
from the combined sale of
Essar Oil, Vadinar Port and
Vadinar Power, as the buy-
ers would assume the debt
as per the terms of the
agreement. While Essar
Global’s repaments will in-
clude $3.8 billion that it has
to pay Russia’s VTB Bank for
a bridge loan provided in
lieu of the Essar Oil deal, an-
other $600 million worth of
loans would need to be re-
paid for guarantees
provided to U.S. subsidiary
Essar Steel Minnesota.

The group will also have
to pay $2.3 billion in oil dues
to Iran, leaving the pro-
moters with less than $1 bil-
lion, according to Mr. Ruia.

Essar has also agreed to
sell 100% in Aegis, the
group’s global outsourcing
arm, to Capital Square Part-
ners for approximately $300
million. Almost the entire
sale proceeds will be used to
reduce debt, a group spokes-
person said.

Essar Steel’s fate
“Essar Oil is sold,” said Paras
Bothra head of research at
Ashika Stock Broking. “It is
to be seen if the promoters
are able to save Essar Steel
from bankruptcy, which
looks difficult as it’s up to
the NCLT to take a call.
Minus Essar Oil and Essar
Steel, the Essar Group will

be reduced to [being a]
power, port and shipping
player.”

Having mounted a
hitherto unsuccessful legal
challenge to lenders’ efforts
to take Essar Steel through
the insolvency process un-
der the new Insolvency and
Bankruptcy Code, the group
now has to await the NCLT-
appointed insolvency resol-
ution professional’s efforts
to come up with a viable
turnaround plan or face
liquidation.

“We have infused ₹19,000
crore of equity, of which
₹8,000 crore was infused in
the last 4 years,” said a top
group official on the condi-
tion of anonymity. “The
lenders in January had
cleared our restructuring
proposal with ₹2,500 crore
of additional equity infu-
sion. We had Farallon Cap-
ital ready to infuse equity,”
he said, adding that the ref-
erence to the NCLT had
come as a hard blow.

Essar Steel, which owes
lenders about ₹45,000
crore, had petitioned the
Gujarat High Court against
the reference to the NCLT
but was refused relief.

“We have entered a fa-
vourable commodity cycle
and many of the obstacles
we faced in our steel busi-
ness are now behind us,” the
Essar official said, still hope-
ful that the group would get
a chance to salvage the situ-
ation at the steelmaker.
“Much of our past woes
were because of government
policies, which have now
been addressed.” He added
that Essar Steel was banking
on improved cash flows as
all its units were now opera-
tional and capacity utilisa-
tion was improving.

Lenders to the steel-to-shipping group eye IBC for relief

Piyush Pandey

MUMBAI

Do or die: The group now has to await the NCLT-appointed
IRP’s e�orts to evolve a turnaround plan. * REUTERS

Debt-laden Essar’s oil asset
sale may only aid promoters

Apple risks overstaying its
welcome in China. The
$800-billion iPhone maker
has enjoyed massive success
in the country compared to
foreign peers. But as it
pushes into cloud, pay-
ments and services, it con-
fronts the same unpredict-
able regulators and local
rivals that drove out the
likes of Facebook and Uber.

It’s no secret that China
favours home-grown cham-
pions over foreign busi-
nesses, for economic and
national security reasons.
Yet it brought in over a fifth
of Apple’s total revenue in
the last fiscal year, and a
quarter of its $60 billion in
operating profit, according
to analysts at Bernstein.

To compare, China ac-
counted for just a fraction of
total revenue at IBM, Oracle,
and EMC. And unlike chip-
maker Qualcomm, which
was slapped with a record
$975 million anti-trust fine
two years ago, boss Tim
Cook has steered clear of
Beijing’s wrath so far.

These days, Apple’s
biggest threat comes from
locals. iPhone shipments
tumbled 27% year on year in
the first quarter of 2017, as
Huawei and OPPO gain mar-
ket share, according to IDC.
Weak sales of Apple’s older,
cheaper models, as well as
premium buyers waiting
longer to upgrade to the
next phone, have weighed
on China revenue for the
past few quarters. So Apple
wants to bring in more
money from apps and ser-

vices. The firm said in July it
was opening up its first local
data centre with a partner
to power its iCloud service. 

App store sales in China,
though still small, are up
90% year on year in 2016,
making the country the fast-
est-growing and highest-
paying app market for the
company. Beijing is paying
attention. 

Censor row
Censors forced Apple to
shut down its online book
and film stores just six
months after launching, the
New York Times reported
last year, citing sources.
Tough cyber-security laws
on data surveillance and
storage requirements add
uncertainty to iCloud. 

Meanwhile, Apple will
have to catch up to Alibaba,
Tencent and Baidu, which
already dominate in cloud
storage, mobile payments,
app stores and online con-
tent. The company is invest-
ing heavily and opening
R&D centres in China. It has
appointed its first managing
director for the region. Tur-
bulent times await her.

(The author is a Reuters
Breakingviews columnist.
Opinions expressed are his
own)

Apple sets course for
China policy mine�eld

Path rife with unpredictable regulators

Robyn Mak

Hong Kong

Presently, Apple’s biggest
threat comes from local
rivals.
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England v South Africa: 4th
Test, Day 3, SS Select 1& HD1,
3.30 p.m.

TV PICKS

India’s triumph was inevit-
able. The only lingering
question was how long Sri
Lanka could delay Virat
Kohli’s men their moment
under the sun? Through a
fourth day in which the host
resisted, an effort based on
aggression rather than ob-
duracy, India made precise
incisions to seal the second
Test, with an innings and 53-
run win.

The victory at the Sin-
halese Sports Club here on
Sunday, helped India gain an
unassailable 2-0 lead in the
three-match series. In the
opposite corner, Dinesh
Chandimal’s men will take
heart from their second in-
nings and the spin-negating
sweeps that they indulged
right from the top to the tail.
After a day’s rest, the squads
will head to Pallekele for the
third and final Test from Au-
gust 12.

Sixth ton
Resuming at 209 for two,
and trailing by 230 runs, Sri
Lanka was focussed on stay-
ing at the crease besides
seeking fleeting joy in
Dimuth Karunaratne’s sixth
Test ton. The opener found
his individual glory but was
fated to suffer his team’s loss. 

Six minutes before tea, Sri
Lanka’s second innings
wound up at 386. And as
Nuwan Pradeep’s tame shot

sailed high before commen-
cing its descent, the Indian
fielders were convinced that
the final nail had been
hammered. 

Some exulted with raised
hands, others moved to-
wards the pitch, seeking
stump-souvenirs and
Shikhar Dhawan held the
catch, slapped his thigh and
laughed. 

It may have seemed easy
in the end but it was any-
thing but that. Sri Lanka,
after a debilitating first in-
nings, fought the good fight
in its second and India had to
bank on perseverance. 

In the morning, Karunar-
atne progressed through his
nineties with a dour bat and
night-watchman Malinda
Pushpakumara did what
members of his tribe often
do —irritate the rivals. He
edged a four through slips
while Karunaratne enjoyed
his luck on 95, with K.L.
Rahul dropping him at short-
leg and Ravindra Jadeja’s face
reflected despair. 

The left-arm spinner, who
was adjudged ‘Man-of-the-
Match’, eventually got a five-
for that hurt Sri Lanka, an
apt reward for his hard work.

Karunaratne on-drove Mo-

hammed Shami for four and
reached his hundred (141,
307b, 16x4) but Pushpaku-
mara manufactured his dis-
missal, attempting a reverse
sweep against R. Ashwin. 

But it was also a part of
the larger narrative in which
the Sri Lankan batsmen
found an ally in the sweep
shot, despite the inherent
dangers that shadow the
stroke. 

Pushpakumara’s 40-run
third-wicket partnership
with Karunaratne was part of
a series of minor building
blocks that Sri Lanka attemp-
ted in its bid to deny India.

Next-man, captain
Chandimal hardly lasted,
poking at Jadeja for Ajinkya
Rahane to take a regulation
catch at slip. 

Angelo Mathews contin-
ued the way he batted in his
previous stints — free-flowing
feet and the bat exhibiting
optimism. Twice he lofted
Jadeja and the second soared
for six. Kohli took the new
ball after 80 overs but there
was no respite as Karunar-
atne drove Shami with the in-
finite grace that southpaws
seem to possess. 

At lunch, Sri Lanka was on
302 for four, still gaping at a

distant peak while India re-
vised its plans to scuttle the
host’s tail. 

After the break, Kohli
stepped in with a 6-3 field,
keeping three men on the
off-side within Karunaratne’s
gaze. Hardik Pandya turned
his arm over, a blustery pres-
ence before Jadeja dismissed
the home team’s second cen-
turion. The delivery darted
up and grazed Karunaratne’s
handle. Rahane held on and
a 69-run fifth-wicket partner-
ship concluded. The variable
bounce flummoxed Mathews
too and he perished on the
cut.

Sri Lanka’s lower-order
was not finished yet.
Niroshan Dickwella, Dil-
ruwan Perera, Dhananjaya
de Silva and Rangana Herath,
intent on going down with
their collective guns blazing,
unleashed sweeps on either
side. 

The flame had to die,
though, and it did when Pra-
deep, struggling with a ham-
string injury, tried to loft
Ashwin. 

That singular moment
came after 234 minutes and
56.5 overs on the penultim-
ate day. For India, it was
worth the wait. 

Jadeja’s �ve-for highlights India’s series-sealing win
Karunaratne completes century as Sri Lanka puts up a valiant resistance based on aggression rather than obduracy

Fast and fantastic: Wriddhiman Saha whipping o� the bails to send back Sri Lanka’s Dilruwan Perera exempli�ed the Indian
’keeper’s tidy work behind the stumps in the second Test that India won by a big margin to take the series. * AFP

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

COLOMBO

INDIA IN LANKA

‘Play hard but play fair’ is a
benchmark that teams strive
to achieve in sport. But
within the raging fires of
combative matches, niceties
are often discarded. The last
time India played a Test
series back home and
against Australia, earlier this
year, there was acrimony
between the rivals.

Cut to the present, there
is a marked difference and
the current clash between
Virat Kohli’s men and Sri
Lanka has been largely in-
cident-free though Ravindra
Jadeja’s run-in with Dimuth
Karunaratne, here on Sat-
urday, was an aberration.
The spinner, with a previous
history of violating the ICC’s
Code of Conduct, has been
suspended for the final Test. 

Casting aside the Jadeja
episode, it is a fact that the
teams share mutual respect
and it was evident when
Karunaratne departed after
a fine century during the
second Test. A few Indian
fielders patted him and
Kohli expressed his admira-

tion too and said: “We were
actually watching in awe
yesterday (Saturday), the
sweeping was outstanding
and we congratulated both
the batters (Karunaratne
and Kusal Mendis) because
it was proper Test cricket
batting with high quality
temperament.”

Kohli said: “I always try
and create as difficult a situ-
ation as possible so that the
batsman gets out but at the
same time, if he bats well,
then you must also appreci-
ate because this is Test
cricket. When people do
well, you understand how
much strength and hard
work it takes. You must ap-
preciate that, it is very ne-
cessary. When you do well,
other people appreciate
you. It can’t be that none
from the opposition will
play well. We keep saying in
the dressing room that we
must praise the guys who do
well and learn from them
about what they did well in
an innings.”

A change is evident and
hopefully this bonhomie
will last despite Jadeja’s ban.

Applaud where it is
due, says India skipper
Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

Dinesh Chandimal con-
ceded that a poor first in-
nings undid Sri Lanka in
the second Test against In-
dia. “We batted so well in
the second innings and so
poorly in the first innings.
The first innings cost us
heavily,” the Sri Lanka cap-
tain told reporters here on
Sunday.

The fight in the second
innings, enthused
Chandimal. “It was a fine
effort by Kusal Mendis and
Dimuth Karunaratne. I am
pleased with the way we
batted,” the skipper said
and added that using the
sweep was a strategic plan. 

‘First innings
cost us’
Special Correspondent

Colombo

A delighted Virat Kohli
praised his men, admired
Sri Lanka’s resilience and
was candid enough to admit
that he dropped some
catches.

The India captain spoke
at length after the second
Test here on Sunday. He
raised the bar for his team,
stressing that the squad has
gone beyond the ‘home’ and
‘away’ concept and all that
matters is winning Tests
everywhere. Excerpts:
Enforcing the follow-on
and watching Sri Lanka
fight: You expect teams
playing Test cricket to come
out and play like that. Be-
cause of the way we got
wickets in the first innings,
sometimes frustration can
creep in when we don’t get
wickets. You have to give
credit to the batsmen as
well. It was high quality bat-
ting. We spoke as a team
that we have to embrace this
because all sessions are not
going to go our way. So just
keep working hard and wait
for something to happen. 

Winning matters: We are
not looking at Tests as
‘home’ and ‘away’ anymore.
We want to win anywhere
that we play. If we can be-
lieve enough in our abilities
then we are not really
bothered about where we
are playing. That’s the kind
of energy I can sense in the
team. 
Slipping through: It (slip-
catching) certainly is an area
that we want to improve. On
a pitch like that where it is
getting slower, sometimes
you end up standing ahead
because you want to pick up
catches from the front. And

then when one big shot is
played and the ball is
bowled quick, then you sud-
denly look like you are not
in position. 

KL (Rahul) and (Chetesh-
war) Pujara are our close-in
specialists. Pujara does gully
for spinners as well but then
he fields at short-leg and KL
hasn’t done as much of that
practice as Pujara has. So it
becomes tricky. I try to chip
in but when I drop catches,
it looks bad. We have to fig-
ure out who stands in those
positions consistently and
keep the guys there for
longer periods.

Doesn’t look at Tests as ‘home’ and ‘away’ anymore

Special Correspondent

Colombo

Perseverance pays o�: Even though stretched by Sri Lanka in
the second innings, the Indians kept pegging away and
achieved victory with a day to spare. * REUTERS

Kohli wants to win everywhere

Viswanathan Anand was
involved in a 27-move
deadlock with Levon
Aronian in the fourth
round of the Sinquefield
Cup chess tournament on
Saturday.

A fourth draw in as
many rounds raised
Anand’s tally to two points
and left him tied for the
third spot with four others. 

On a day when Magnus
Carlsen crashed to a shock
loss to new leader French-
man Maxime Vachier-Lag-
rave (three points) in 71
moves, Anand was hardly
troubled by Aronian.

The results:

Fourth round: Levon Aronian
(Arm, 2) drew with
Viswanathan Anand (2); Mag-
nus Carlsen (Nor, 2) lost to
Maxime Vachier-Lagrave (Fra,
3); Fabiano Caruana (USA,
2.5) drew with Sergey Kar-
jakin (Rus, 2); Peter Svidler
(Rus, 1.5) drew with Wesley
So (USA, 2); Ian Nepomni-
achtchi (Rus, 1.5) bt Hikaru
Nakamura (USA, 1.5).

Fifth-round pairings: Anand-
Caruana; Lagrave-Aronian;
So-Carlsen; Karjakin-Nepom-
niachtchi; Nakamura-Svidler.

Fourth
straight 
draw for
Anand
Sports Bureau

ST. LOUIS

Justin Gatlin ruined Usain
Bolt’s farewell party when
the 35-year-old American
won the world 100 metres
title on Saturday, beating the
Jamaican superstar into third
and sparking a chorus of
boos from a London crowd
unhappy with his doping
past.

What was meant to be a
glorious celebration of the
departure of the sport’s
greatest showman turned
into a condemnation of its
biggest pantomime villain as
Gatlin, twice banned for
drug offences, rolled back
the years to win a second
world title 12 years after his
first and 13 after claiming
Olympic 100m gold.

As so often before Bolt
made a terrible start but this
time he could not make it up
as Christian Coleman, the 21-
year-old American who beat
him in the semifinals, looked
set for victory. But Gatlin,
who stumbled at the death to
lose the 2015 world final by a
hundredth of a second to
Bolt, on this occasion timed

his surge and dip to perfec-
tion to win in 9.92 seconds.
Coleman, who has run over
40 races this year but turned
professional a few weeks
ago, took silver in 9.94.

Bolt, straining every
sinew, fought all the way to
the line but the pace and
grace that took him to his
world record of 9.58 eight
years ago has withered with
age and perennial injury
battles. 

Olympic champion Almaz

Ayana of Ethiopia produced
an extraordinary display,
winning the 10,000m title by
almost a minute. 

Our Sports Bureau adds:
Asian champion Nirmala

Sheoran entered the wo-
men’s 400m semifinals on
Sunday, making the cut as
one of the fastest losers after
finishing fourth in her heat
in an impressive 52.01s.

She is the first Indian
quartermiler in 16 years to
qualify for the Worlds semi-

final, after Kerala’s K.M. Bee-
namol who made the grade
in 2001 in Edmonton. 

Meanwhile Kerala’s
Thonakal Gopi finished a de-
cent 28th in the men’s mara-
thon. Mumbai’s Siddhanth
Thingalaya crashed out after
finishing seventh in his heats
in the men’s 110m hurdles in
13.64s.
The results: 
Men: 100m: 1. Justin Gatlin
(USA) 9.92s, 2. Christian Cole-
man (USA) 9.94, 3. Usain Bolt

(Jam) 9.95; Long jump: 1. Luvo
Manyonga (RSA) 8.48m, 2. Jar-
rion Lawson (USA) 8.44, 3.
Ruswahl Samaai (RSA) 8.32;
Discus: 1. Andrius Gudzius (Ltu)
69.21, 2. Daniel Stahl (Swe)
69.19, 3. Mason Finley (USA)
68.03. 

Marathon: 1. Geoffrey Kirui
(Ken) 2:08:27 2s, Tamirat Tola
(Eth) 2:09:49, 3. Alphonce
Simbu (Tan) 2:09:51. 

Women: 10,000m: 1. Almaz Ay-
ana (Eth) 30:16.32s, 2. Tirunesh
Dibaba (Eth) 31:02.69, 3. Agnes
Jebet Tirop (Ken) 31:03.50.

Marathon: 1. Rose Chelimo
(Bah) 2:27:11 2, Edna Kiplagat
(Ken) 2:27:18 3, Amy Cragg
(USA) 2:27:18. 

Cheers and jeers mark a close 100m �nal; Ayana proves she is the best in 10000m

Agence France-Press

London

Improbable happens: Justin Gatlin, left, who has been playing catch-up to Usain Bolt for
sometime now, won his �rst 100m World gold in a dozen years, while the legendary Jamaican
had to be content with a bronze in his farewell race over that distance. * AFP

Gatlin denies Bolt a golden �nish

<> He deserves it

(Gatlin gesture of

bowing to Bolt)

because there is no

one greater than

him and it was his

last race. I also

wished him because

we both are Puma

athletes. We have

not seen a career

like that in athletics

and I don’t think that

going forward, these

records will be

broken in a hurry.

Virat Kohli 

Moeen Ali’s sparkling
strokeplay in his undefeated
67 (59b, 8x4, 3x6) put Eng-
land in total control of the
fourth Test with a lead of
360 over South Africa at Old
Trafford.

England ended the third
day curtailed by early even-
ing rain on 224 for eight
and, with two full days re-
maining, will be confident
of wrapping up a 3-1 series
win.

The hosts were struggling
at 134 for six when Moeen
walked to the crease. 

Jonny Bairstow, whose
first-innings 99 had been
key to England’s lead, soon
departed for 10, leaving Mo-
een with only the lower or-
der for support.

Earlier, Duanne Olivier
took the prize wickets of
England captain Joe Root
and Ben Stokes as South
Africa continued to fight
back.

Moeen’s rapid knock
lifts England further
Agence France-Presse

MANCHESTER

England — 1st innings: 362.

South Africa — 1st innings: D.
Elgar lbw b Anderson 0, H.
Kuhn c Stokes b Moeen 24, H.
Amla c Bairstow b Roland-
Jones 30, T. Bavuma b Ander-
son 46, F. du Plessis b Ander-
son 27, Q. de Kock c Bairstow b
Broad 24, T. de Bruyn c Root b
Anderson 11, K. Maharaj lbw b
Moeen 13, K. Rabada c Stokes b
Broad 23, M. Morkel (not out)
20, D. Olivier c Bairstow b
Broad 4; Extras (b-3, nb-1): 4;
Total (in 72.1 overs): 226.

Fall of wickets: 1-2, 2-47, 3-84,
4-131, 5-132, 6-146, 7-167, 8-
189, 9-220.

England bowling: Anderson
17-5-38-4, Broad 16.1-4-46-3,
Roland-Jones 11-3-41-1, Moeen
21-5-57-2, Stokes 6-0-34-0,

Malan 1-0-7-0.

England — 2nd innings: A.
Cook c de Bruyn b Morkel 10, K.
Jennings c Amla b Rabada 18,
T. Westley c sub b Morkel 9, J.
Root b Olivier 49, D. Malan c de
Bruyn b Maharaj 6, B. Stokes c
du Plessis b Olivier 23, J. Bair-
stow c Rabada b Olivier 10, Mo-
een Ali (batting) 67, T. Roland-
Jones c Maharaj b Rabada 11, S.
Broad (batting) 0; Extras (b-9,
lb-9, nb-1, w-2): 21; Total (for
eight wkts. in 66.2 overs): 224. 

Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-30, 3-
55, 4-72, 5-129, 6-134, 7-153,
8-211.

South Africa bowling: Morkel
12-2-39-2, Rabada 15.2-4-37-2,
Maharaj 27-5-92-1, Olivier 12-
5-38-3. 

SCOREBOARD ENGLAND VS SOUTH AFRICA

It was a bitter-sweet Sunday

for Ravindra Jadeja. 

After turning in a ‘Man-of-

the-Match’ performance (five

for 152) for India in the

second Test, which the visitor

won against the host, the

left-arm spinner was handed

out a suspension for the third

Test at Pallekele beginning on

August 12. 

Jadeja was found guilty of

breaching the International

Cricket Council’s (ICC) Code of

Conduct following an incident

here on Saturday. After

bowling the last delivery of

the 58th over, Jadeja, fielding

off his own bowling, rifled in

a throw that narrowly missed

Dimuth Karunaratne. The

on-field umpires Bruce

Oxenford and Rod Tucker

deemed that the throw was

dangerous and Jadeja

‘admitted the offence’ and

accepted the verdict imposed

by match referee Richie

Richardson.

The ICC stated in a press

release that Jadeja was

suspended “after his

accumulated demerit points

reached six within a 24-

month period following his

latest breach of the ICC Code

of Conduct for which he

received a 50% fine and three

demerit points.”

The release further

mentioned: “During the third

day’s play in the Colombo Test

against Sri Lanka on Saturday,

Jadeja was found guilty of

breaching article 2.2.8 of the

ICC Code of Conduct for

Player and Player Support

Personnel, which relates to

“throwing a ball (or any other

item of cricket equipment

such as a water bottle) at or

near a player, support

personnel, umpire, match

referee or any other third

person in an inappropriate or

dangerous manner”.

“As Jadeja had received a

50% fine and three demerit

points during the Indore Test

against New Zealand in

October 2016 for violating

2.2.11 of the Code, with the

addition of Saturday’s three

demerit points, he has

reached the threshold of four

demerit points, which,

pursuant to article 7.6 of the

Code, have now been

converted into two

suspension points. As such,

Jadeja has been suspended

from his side’s third Test

against Sri Lanka.”

India will miss Jadeja in the

concluding Test. Much before

the ICC’s announcement of

the suspension, Virat Kohli

had said: “Jadeja can give you

a very quick 60-70 anywhere.

If he doesn’t bowl well, he

can score runs. Once he

scores runs, then he gets the

confidence with the ball also.

He is always in the game, he

fields well. He is a valuable

cricketer.”

Jadeja suspended for �nal Test
Special Correspondent

Colombo

Ravindra Jadeja. * AFP

DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD
DDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDDD

B Jadeja, �elding o� his own
bowling, ri�ed in a throw
that narrowly missed
Karunaratne
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SPORT

SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12078 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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The Krishna Yajur Veda describes the Supreme One as anim-
ishah. That means He is vigilant in protecting His devotees,
said V.S. Karunakarachariar in a discourse. Did not Lord
Varadaraja of Kanchipuram keep watch over Ramanuja and
guide him to safety when his life was in danger? 

The Veda also says that He conquers without any help. He
does not need help to destroy the army of sins that each one
of us has. Lord Krishna’s words “maam Ekam” should be re-
called here. He does not expect or need anyone’s help in
vanquishing our sins. No wonder the Veda calls upon us to
seek His help. 

“Yudho naraha,” the Veda calls out, meaning “Oh you
men who are engaged in battle.” What is the battle we are
engaged in? We hanker after material possessions and are
never satisfied with what we have. To fulfil our desires, we
resort to wrongful means. That results in a constant battle
with our conscience which tells us we are wrong. Therefore,
we are all people who are always engaged in battle. 

We also have to battle with our indriyas. In his
Tiruvaimozhi, Nammazhvar presents a verbal picture of our
battle with the senses. A commentary compares Nam-
mazhvar’s cries to those of Sita when She was a prisoner in
Lanka. So whose help should we mortals seek? We should
seek the help of the One whom the Vedic mantra refers to as
“ishuhastena,” that is the One armed with an arrow. Who
else can this be but Rama? 

Rama also fits the description of One who makes us cry to
Him for help and then saves us. When Sugreeva and Vali
fought, He did not save Sugreeva at once. His excuse was
that since both looked alike, He did not want to hit Sugreeva
by mistake. It was not as if Rama could not have killed Vali
immediately. He wanted Sugreeva to express his helpless-
ness and beseech Him for help.

FAITH

He needs no help2 Mimicry of a clang (5)

3 Delight in every other dean’s

slogan (7)

5 Thin long strip of pasta for

dimwit (6)

6 Dignifying two Englishmen, for

the most part, not �ashy (9)

7 Thought about old newt (5,2)

8 Alone, cupid came anon in

disguise (13)

14 Do loud projectiles hit homes?

(9)

17 Short don to study at German

city (7)

19 Less heavy barge (7)

20 Witness bellhop in�ltration

(7)

21 Every other Friday, small �rm

has debacle (6)

24 Lagoon in Bali mansion (5)

11 Dishonour tipsy magistrate

losing speed (6)

12 Pure continent (8)

13 Indite our bizarre scholarship

(9)

15 Devil’s companion gets rid of

Republican (5)

16 Brewed meads with cheeses

(5)

18 Regret blurred polo images

cutting out mare’s head (9)

22 Response to chemical process

(8)

23 Remove ringleader from

balcony of kitchen (6)

25 One to distribute perfume to

teenager (10)

26 Made fermented drink (4)

27 Absentee back on display (2-4)

28 Start gauging scope of farm

(6)

■ DOWN

1 Operator to replace �fty with

one in sheath (7)

(set by Anon)

■ ACROSS

1 To pull last man to paradise…

(6)

4 … is undeniably popular feat

(6)

9 Heads of Zambia incredulously

taste international pasta (4)

10 Firm, initially nascent, started,

was ruined (10)
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Former Test all-rounder
Madan Lal will head a five-
member Cricket Affairs Com-
mittee (CAC) constituted by
the Delhi and District Cricket
Association (DDCA) adminis-
trator Justice (Retd)
Vikramajit Sen here on
Sunday.

The other members of the
committee are Sunil Valson,
Saba Karim, Amita Sharma
and G.S. Vivek. In a welcome
first, Justice Sen has included
a woman cricketer and a
sports journalist in this all-
important committee. Vivek
has also been named con-
venor of the committee.

The CAC will play a dual
role, according to a commu-
nication from Justice Sen.
One of the main tasks of the
committee would be to act as
the selection panel to choose
the selectors, coaches, man-
agers and other support staff
and guide the administrator
for improvement of cricket
in Delhi. It was also decided
that all successful applicants
would be handed a two-year
contract. As Madan Lal ob-
served, the selectors,

coaches and support staff
have to be given a sense of
security and backing from
the CAC.

The CAC has been given
the responsibility to draw
the criteria, selection pro-
cedure, terms, contracts and
remuneration for the select-
ors (senior and junior),
coaches (senior and junior),

managers and support staff,
which would include the
physiotherapists and train-
ers. 

Among the other opera-
tions of the CAC would be
conducting the DDCA
League and preparing the
teams for the season. The
CAC has been asked to sug-
gest reforms for improving

the cricket structure in the
capital. Justice Sen has de-
cided to invite applications
for all posts. 

The norms for senior se-
lectors would require the
candidate to be an interna-
tional or have an experience
of a minimum of 50 first
class matches. For junior se-
lector, the norm is an inter-

national or a cricketer with
an experience of 35 first class
matches.

For a coach in senior and
junior category, the candid-
ate would have to be an in-
ternational or a player with
50 first class matches to his
credit. A Level II degree
would earn the candidate
preference apart from coach-
ing experience. The CAC
would also welcome present-
ations from candidates ap-
plying for the coach’s job.

The administrative man-
ager would have to be a first-
class cricketer. Corporate ex-
perience would add to the
candidate’s claims. The
physiotherapists and train-
ers would have to possess
Level I certificates. 

For women selectors and
coaches, the criteria is an in-
ternational or a player with
20 first class matches.

The CAC would conduct
interviews of the candidates
on August 21. The advertise-
ment for the posts would be
uploaded on http://
www.DDCA.in on August 7
and the last date for submit-
ting applications is August 15. 

Madan Lal to head DDCA’s CAC 
Panel tasked with improving the cricketing scene in the capital 

Prophetic: Madan Lal, who back in 2009 lit a candle with ‘DDCA Get Well Soon’ slogan, will now
have a chance to set right things. * FILE PHOTO: SHANKER CHAKRAVARTY

Vijay Lokapally 

NEW DELHI

HYDERABAD: Aika Aika Aika (Ak-
shay Kumar astride) won the Air
Command Cup, the main event at
the races run here on Sunday (Au-
gust 6). The winner is owned by
Mr. M. Ramachandra Rao and
trained by R.H. Sequeira.
THE RESULTS

1 BEST OF BOLD PLATE (Div. II),
(1,600m), 4-y-o & over, rated

upto 30 (Cat. III): SHIVALIK AR-

ROW (Ajeeth Kumar) 1, Ice
Mummy (Nakhat Singh) 2, Ayur
Jyothi (Ajit Singh) 3, Ryuzaki (P.
Gaddam) 4. Not run: Ta Ta. 1-3/4, 1-
3/4 and 1-1/4. 1m, 43.58s. ₹15 (w), 7,
11 and 7 (p). FP: 250. SHP: 49. Q:
148. Tanala: 1413. Favourite: Ry-
uzaki. Owner: Mr. Premanand
Sugndhi. Trainer: Anupam
Sharma. 

2 NIRMAL PLATE (1,200m), 4-y-o
& over, rated 26 to 46 (which

have not won a race since 1st
November 2016), (Cat. III): COM-

POSURE (Akshay Kumar) 1, Mandy
(Hannam) 2, Shakesphere (Aneel)
3, Chinese Thought (Md. Ismail) 4.
Not run: Gangadhar. 1/2, 3-1/4 and
3-1/4. 1m, 13.79s. ₹15 (w), 5 5 and 6
(p). SHP: 16. FP: 33. Q: 12. Tanala:
63. Favourite: Mandy. Owner: Mr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy Chettiar of
Chettinad Charitable Trust rep. by
A.C. Muthiah. Trainer: Satheesh.

3 VIKARABAD PLATE (1,200m),
4-y-o & over, placed 1st, 2nd

and 3rd are not eligible (Cat. III):
SWEET STORY (Nakhat Singh) 1,
Run Rey (Hannam) 2, War Lady
(G. Naresh) 3, Royal Striker
(Deepak Singh) 4. Shd, 3 and 6-1/4.
1m, 15.28s. ₹18 (w), 7, 7 and 6 (p);

SHP: 17. FP: 44. Q: 20. Tanala: 91.
Favourite: Runrey. Owner: Mr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy Chettiar of
Chettinad Charitable Trust rep. by
A.C. Muthiah. Trainer: Satheesh.

4 SILVERADO PLATE (1,600m),
maiden 3-y-o only (Cat. II),

(Terms): BAYRD (Deepak Singh) 1,
Hope is Eternal (Hannan) 2, Seven
Eleven (Akshay Kumar) 3, Boca
Grande (A.A. Vikrant) 4. 2-1/4, Hd.
and 3-3/4. 1m, 41:38s. ₹28 (w),
6,7,7(p). FP: 94. Q: 21. SHP 17.
Tanala: 236. Favourite: Hope Is
Eternal. Owners: M/s. Prakash
Babu, Rajesh Sanghani &
Shashank Kamineni. Trainer: D.
Netto. 

5 TURF CLUB CUP (Div. I),
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated 26

to 46 (Cat. III): DESTINED DYNAM-

ITE (Akshay Kumar) 1, Shandaar
(Ajit Singh) 2, On the Fire (K Sai
Kiran) 3, Prime Time (Ms. Ismail)
4. Not run: Darakhshan Setarah.
Sh.hd, 1/4 and Sh.hd. 1m, 14.07s.
₹33 (w), 9, 13, 9 (p). FP: 476. Q:
280. SHP: 66. Tanala: 3110. Fa-
vourite: Vancouver. Owner: Mr.
Sreeramulu Bommishetty.
Trainer: Arjun Anne. 

6 SHIVAKUMAR LAL MEMORIAL

CUP (1,200m), 3-y-o & over,
rated 42 to 62 (Cat. II): CHASE

YOUR DREAMS (Srinath) 1,
Pentagon (K. Sai Kiran) 2, Amor-
ous White (K. Mukesh) 3, Southern
Crown (Md. Ismail) 4. 1/2, 1-1/4 and
1-3/4. 1m, 13.34s. ₹7(w), 5, 10, 6 (p),
FP: 142. Q: 76. SHP: 74. Tanala:
209. Favourite: Chase Your
Dreams. Owners: (Mr. Ahmed
Alam Khan & Mr. Mohd Alam

Khan. Trainer: Laxman Singh.

7 TURF CLUB CUP (Div. II),
(1,200m), 3-y-o & over, rated

26 to 46 (Cat. III): HIGHLY AC-

CLAIMED (Hannam) 1, Warrior
Supreme (C. Umesh) 2, Celtic
Queen (P. Sai Kumar) 3, Supur-
into (Akshay Kumar) 4. 1-1/4, 2-
3/4 and 1-1/2. 1m, 13:96s. 7(w), 6,
6, 5 (p). FP: 22. Q: 17. SHP: 17.
Tanala: 28. Favourite: Highly Ac-
claimed. Owner: Mr. Ahmed
Alam Khan. Trainer: Desh-
mukh. 

8 AIR COMMAND CUP

(1,600m), 3-y-o & over, rated
74 & above (Cat. I): AIKA AIKA

AIKA (Akshay Kumar) 1,
Alameda (G. Naresh) 2, Vijay
Viraaj (P.K. Gaddam) 3, Time
For Fun (Nakha Singh) 4. 6-3/4,
Sh.hd. and Nose. 1m, 39.55s. ₹9
(w), 7, 10, 17 (p). FP: 43. Q: 29.
SHP: 31. Tanala: 760. Favourite:
Aika Aika Aika. Owner: Mr. M.
Ramachandra Rao. Trainer:
R.H. Sequeira.

9 MIRZA GHALIB PLATE

(1,400m), 5-y-o & over, rated
26 to 46 (Cat. III): ICE CRYSTAL

(C.P. Boppanna) 1, Hunter’s
Pride (Sameeruddin) 2, Golden
Xanthus (Rafique Sk) 3, Dhool
Ka Phool (G. Naresh) 4. Hd., 2
and Sh. hd. 1m, 28.53s. ₹22(w),
9, 14, 21 (p). FP: 284. Q: 226.
SHP: 39. Tanala: 3761. Favourite:
Kiss N Chase. Owner: Mr.
M.A.M. Ramaswamy Chettiar of
Chettinad Charitable Trust rep.
by A.C. Muthiah. Trainer:
Satheesh.

Aika Aika Aika wins feature 

HYDERABAD: Lady In Lace appeals
most in the Hazara Stud Golconda
Juvenile Million (1,400m), the chief
event of the races to be held here
on Monday (August 7).

There will be no false rails. 

1 NIZAM SAGARA CUP (1,600m), 3-
y-o & over, rated 26 to 46 (Cat.

III), 1-10 p.m.: 1. Euro Zone (7) Na-
khat Singh 60, 2. Princess Of
Dreams (3) Deepak Singh 60, 3.
Secret Art ( 5) Srinath 60, 4. Citi
Colors (8) Rafique Sk. 59.5, 5. Vijay
Vidyut (6) P. Gaddam 59.5, 6. Su-
premo (2) P. Trevor 59, 7. Newport
(10) Hannam 58, 8. Treasure
Striker (9) Ajeeth Kumar 58, 9.
Royal Hero (1) Ajit Singh 56.5 and
10. Valee Tiger (4) Md. Ismail 55.5.
1. PRINCESS OF DREAMS,

2. NEWPORT,

3. SUPREMO

2 NOBLE QUEST CUP (Div. I),
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only

(Cat. II), (Terms), 1-40: 1. Exclusive
Striker (7) Ajeeth Kumar 56, 2. In-
zaire (4) Hannam 56, 3. Royal Vic-
tory (3) A.A. Vikrant 56, 4. Starlight
(2) N. Rawal 56, 5. Trumph Boy (1)
Aneel 56, 6. China Millennium (8)
Akshay Kumar 54.5, 7. Dione (—)
(—) 54.5, 8. Heaven Can Wait (6) P.
Trevor 54.5, 9. News O’ Star (9) K.
Sai Kiran 54.5 and 10. Rose Patel (5)
G. Naresh 54.5.
1. HEAVEN CAN WAIT, 

2. NEWS O’ STAR, 

3. INZAIRE 

3 HAZARA STUD GOLCONDA JU-

VENILE MILLION (1,400m), 3-
y-o only (Terms), 2-10: 1. Tootsie
Roll (4) P. Trevor 56, 2. Turf Star (5)
K. Mukesh Kumar 56, 3. Fashion
High (1) A. Sandesh 54.5, 4. Lady In
Lace (3) Srinath 54.5, 5. Merito-
cracy (6) Akshay Kumar 54.5 and
6. Windsor Forest (2) Neeraj 54.5. 
1. LADY IN LACE, 

2. WINDSOR FOREST

4 NOBLE QUEST CUP (Div. II),
(1,200m), maiden 3-y-o only

(Cat. II), (Terms), 2-40: 1. Far Sight
(2) Kuldeep Singh 56, 2. Joy Of Giv-
ing (9) C. Umesh 56, 3. Rutilant (1)
Deep Shanker 56, 4. Sugar Land (3)
Kunal Bunde 56, 5. Turf Legend (7)
G. Naresh 56, 6. Marina Del Rey
(10) P. Trevor 54.5, 7. Roma Rio (4)
N. Rawal 54.5, 8. Royal Green (8)
Ajit Singh 54.5, 9. Snow Castle (6)
Akshay Kumar 54.5 and 10. Sweet
Pistol (5) K. Sai Kiran 54.5. 
1. MARINA DEL REY, 

2. SWEET PISTOL, 

3. ROYAL GREEN

5 DASHMESH STUD PLATE (Div. I),
(1,200m), 6-y-o & over, rated 42

to 62 (Cat. II), 3-15: 1. Legend (2)
Rafique Sk. 60, 2. Dandy Girl (3)
Md. Ismail 59.5, 3. Legacy Machine
(7) Deepak Singh 58.5, 4. Sketch Of
Beauty (9) B. R. Kumar 58, 5. Little
Smart Heart (1) Deep Shanker 57.5,
6. Gayle Force (4) Md. Sameerud-
din 56, 7. Columbus (5) C. P.
Bopanna 55, 8. Island Bird (8) K.
Mukesh Kumar 52.5 and 9. Rio’s

Cruise (6) Zulquar Nain 52.5. 
1. LEGACY MACHINE, 

2. LITTLE SMART HEART, 

3. SKETCH OF BEAUTY

6 WANAPARTHY CUP

(1,000m), 4-y-o & over, rated
42 to 62 (Cat. II), 3-45: 1. Ar-
agonda Princess (9) Gopal Singh
60, 2. Dream Girl (1) N. Rawal
60, 3. Dancing Leaf (6) P. Trevor
59, 4. Seven Colours (7) Ajeeth
Kumar 58, 5. Paprika (3) Han-
nam 57.5, 6. Ans Ans Ans (5) An-
eel 56.5, 7. Amazing Venus (8) B.
R. Kumar 55, 8. Vijay’s Dynamite
(4) S.S. Tanwar 55 and 9. Rapid-
est (2) P. Gaddam 54.5.
1. DANCING LEAF, 

2. ANS ANS ANS, 

3. AMAZING VENUS 

7 BEST OF BOLD PLATE (Div. I),
(1,000m), 4-y-o & over, rated

upto 30 (Cat. III), 4-15: 1. Vijay’s
Harmony (8) Gopal Singh 60, 2.
Golden Adara (9) Md. Sameerud-
din 59, 3. Icing On The Cake (5)
K. Mukesh Kumar 56, 4. Jayin (6)
Aneel 55.5, 5. Aalishaan (2) Ak-
shay Kumar 54.5, 6. Cannon
Hope (1) Kunal Bunde 54, 7. Sen-
sational Girl (4) Sai Kumar 52.5,
8. Green Memories (7) Nakhat
Singh 50.5 and 9. Rainbow Blues
(3) P. Gaddam 50.5. 
1. CANNON HOPE, 

2. VIJAY’S HARMONY, 

3. AALISHAAN

8 DASHMESH STUD PLATE (Div.
II), (1,200m), 5-y-o & over,

rated 42 to 62 (Cat. II), 4-45: 1.
Movie Moghual (6) A.A. Vikrant
60, 2. Blue Eyed Babe (2) B.R.
Kumar 59, 3. Masti (4) Hannam
58, 4. Wonder Eye (7) Sai Kumar
58, 5. Torremolinos (3) Rafique
Sk. 57.5, 6. Delta Force (5) Ak-
shay Kumar 55.5, 7. Eternal Gift
(8) Koushik 55 and 8. Dublin (1)
N. Rawal 52.5.

1. MASTI, 

2. DELTA FORCE, 

3. ETERNAL GIFT

9 KALAMARIS PLATE

(1,000m), 3-y-o & over, rated
26 to 46 (Cat. III), 5-20: 1. Money
Time (9) P. Gaddam 60, 2. True
Hymn (5) Md. Sameeruddin 60,
3. Asteria (3) Md. Ismail 59.5, 4.
Pixie Girl (1) Rohit Kumar 59.5, 5.
Gladstone (8) N. Rawal 59, 6.
Proud Warrior (6) Sai Kumar 59,
7. Palisades Park (7) P. Trevor
58.5, 8. Sweetie Pie (4) C. Umesh
58, 9. Southern Promise (2)
Kuldeep Singh 57.5 and 10. Khan
Sahib (—) (—) 56.5. 

1. SWEETIE PIE, 

2. SOUTHERN PROMISE, 

3. PALISADES PARK

Day’s best: LADY IN LACE

Double: HEAVAN CAN WAIT —

LEGACY MACHINE

Jkt (i): 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5; (ii): 5, 6, 7, 8
& 9; Tr (i): 1, 2 & 3; (ii): 4, 5 & 6;
(iii) 7, 8 & 9; Tla: all races. 

RACING

Lady In Lace appeals most 

A mixed weekend did not
matter for Chennai’s Vishnu
Prasad as he managed to
stay in the lead in the presti-
gious Euro JK 17 after the
second round of the JK Tyre
FMSCI National racing
championship here on
Sunday.

Vishnu, who was on a roll
in the opening round at the
same venue, had a very dis-
appointing outing on Sat-
urday. But today, he under-
lined his mastery with a
brilliant show in front of a
packed house.

The most experienced of
the drivers, Vishnu made
the best use of starting on
pole to stay ahead of the
pack. But defending cham-
pion Anindith Reddy and
Mumbai’s Nayan Chatterjee
were right behind him.

In fact, the former looked
like edging past him on a
couple of occasions. But
Vishnu managed it all.

“I got off to a good start
and thought I had get past
Vishnu too. But he defended
really well,” said Anindith.

“It was a tough race and I
had to be at my best to ward
off Anindith,” Vishnu said.

The second race of the
day was won by Australia's

Ricky Capo. The LGB For-
mula 4 had its own twists
and turns. The first race
winner Chittesh Mandody
was pushed to the 15th place
as he was awarded a 30-
second penalty for an in-
fringement. And that saw
Chennai's Sandeep Kumar
finish on top.

The second race also saw
the result sheet going topsy
turvy, with two drivers, in-
cluding winner T.S. Diljith,
of Dark Don Racing team,
disqualified for not comply-
ing with homologation.
The results: Euro JK 17: Race 1:
1. Vishnu Prasad 15:50.536; 2.
Anindith Reddy 15:51.400; 3.
Nayan Chatterjee 15:51.890.
Race 2: 1. Ricky Capo
15:44.064; 2. Anindith Reddy
15:44.434; 3. Vishnu Prasad
15:46.428.
LGB F-4: Race 1: 1. Sandeep
Kumar 19:44.333; 2. Vishnu
Prasad 19:44.95; 3. Raghul
Rangasamy 19:48.770.
Race 2: 1. Vishnu Prasad; 2.
Raghul Rangasamy; 3. Kevin
Perera.
Suzuki Gixxer Cup: 1. Joseph
Matthew 10:10.863; 2.
Malsawmdawngliana
10:13.064; 3. Sanjeev Mhatre
10:15.725.
Red Bull Rookie Cup: 1. Jaden
Gunawardena 11:41.707; 2. Lal-
hruaizela 11:44.708; 3. S.
Varoon 11:45.708.

MOTORSPORTS

Vishnu Prasad
stays ahead 
Anindith puts up a good �ght

Special Correspondent

Coimbatore

Time to celebrate: Vishnu Prasad, who had a good outing in
Coimbatore, on the podium. 

Anish Bhanwala and Anhad
Jawanda took turns to win
the men’s rapid fire competi-
tion in the National shooting
selection trials at the Dr.
Karni Singh Range,
Tughlakabad.

In the third and fourth tri-
als, first it was Anish, who
beat Olympian Gurpreet
Singh 32-31 for the top slot
after having topped qualific-
ation with 583 along with
Neeraj Kumar.

On Sunday, it was Anhad
Jawanda, who beat another
junior Shivam Shukla 33-31,
shooting perfect five thrice
in the final, including on the
last two cards. He had a
modest 575 in qualification,
while Neeraj, who topped
with 582, had to settle for
third.

Vijay Kumar made the fi-
nal in the third trial, but he,
along with Gurpreet, missed
the final in the fourth with
identical score of 574.

In women’s air pistol,

Heena Sidhu and Yashaswini
Singh Deswal missed the fi-
nal by one point after shoot-
ing an identical 380.

Harveen Srao topped with
237.8 in the final as she beat
Shweta Singh by 2.2 points
while Priya Raghav took the
third place.

In women’s rifle 3-posi-
tion event, Shreya Saksena
topped with 451.8, just 0.3
point ahead of Raj Choud-
hary. 
The results: 
Men, 25m rapid fire pistol-3: 1.

Anish Bhanwala 32 (583); 2.
Gurpreet Singh 31 (577); 3.
Shivam Shukla 25 (578).

25m rapid fire pistol-4: 1. An-
had Jawanda 33 (575); 2.
Shivam Shukla 31 (574); 3.
Neeraj Kumar 24 (582).

Women: 10m air pistol: 1.
Harveen Srao 237.8 (383); 2.
Shweta Singh 235.6 (385); 3.
Priya Raghav 216.4 (381).

50m rifle 3-position: 1. Shreya
Saksena 451.8 (580); 2. Raj
Choudhary 451.5 (575); 3. An-
jum Moudgil 439.6 (578).

Bhanwala and Jawanda win gold 
Shreya Saksena tops in women’s ri�e 3-position 

Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI Ashwin Krishnan will head
a seven-member commit-
tee constituted to run the
DDCA League. Krishnan,
appointed cricket affairs
coordinator, was the Venue
Manager at Dharamshala
during the 2016 T20 World
Cup.

The other members are
P. K. Soni, Rajiv Malhotra,
Narender Kumar Sharma,
T. V. Subramaniam, Dr.
Ahmad Tamim and
Ramesh Sachdeva.

Krishnan to
helm panel
Special Correspondent

New Delhi

A seasoned ONGC put all
its experience to fruitful ef-
fect by subduing Bengaluru
HA 4-2 in the final of the
91st MCC-Murugappa Gold
Cup all-India hockey tour-
nament here on Sunday.

Both teams played their
hearts out in an entertain-
ing contest. The major
reason for ONGC’s triumph
was its excellent defensive
organisation. Most of its
counter-attacks were meas-
ured, and during
turnovers, the defence sel-
dom allowed Jenjen Singh,
Rajkumar Pal or any of
Bengaluru’s forwards any
leeway to unleash shots at
the striking circle. 

The result (final): ONGC 4
(Diwakar Ram 3, Mandeep An-
til 28, Machaiah 52 & 70) bt
Bengaluru HA 2 (Rajkumar Pal
5, Bijju Yirkal 13). Man of the
match: Rajkumar Pal.

Special awards: Best forward:
Jenjen Singh (Bengaluru HA);
Best midfielder: Machaiah
(ONGC); Best defender: Di-
wakar Ram (ONGC); Most
promising player: Sanjay
Xalxo (Odisha).

ONGC wins
Murugappa
Gold Cup 
K. Keerthivasan

CHENNAI

India’s Mohit Khatana
(80kg) and Satender Rawat
(80+kg) advanced to the fi-
nals while six others
settled for bronze medals
after semifinal defeats in
the Asian junior boxing
championship at Puerto
Princesa, the Philippines
on Sunday. While Khatana
defeated Uzbekistan’s
Rakhmonov Kamronbek
4-1, Rawat got the better of
Kazakhstan’s Arnur Akh-
metzhanov. Ankit Narwal
(57kg), Bhavesh Kattimani
(52kg), Sidhartha Malik
(48kg), Vinit Dahiya (75kg),
Akshay Siwach (60kg), and
Aman Sehrawat (70kg) fin-
ished with bronze medals.

Satendar and
Mohit in �nal
Press Trust of India

New Delhi

India claimed three bronze
medals in the World junior
wrestling championship,
which ended at Tampere,
Finland, on Sunday. After
Manju Kumari (59kg wo-
men) and Veer Dev Gulia
(74kg freestyle), Sajan
bagged another bronze in
74kg Greco Roman class
and became the first In-
dian to win a World junior
medal in Greco Roman
style. Ravinder (60kg FS),
Deepak Punia (84kg FS),
Manish (60kg GR) and
Pooja (72kg women) nar-
rowly missed out on po-
dium finishes after losing
their bronze medal
matches. For the first time,
Indians won medals in all
three styles in the World ju-
nior championship. 

Indians bag
bronze
Press Trust of India

KOLKATA

https://telegram.me/TheHindu_Zone https://telegram.me/PDF4EXAMS

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image

Kamesh.Mechrocks
Image



CM
YK

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

THE HINDU NOIDA/DELHI

MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2017 17
EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

SPORT

A nerveless Poom Saksansin
produced a round of solid if
unspectacular golf to win the
TAKE Solutions Masters by
two shots here on Sunday. 

The Thai held off home fa-
vourite Khalin Joshi under
immense pressure to card
four-under 67 in the final
round and claim his second
Asian Tour title with a wire-
to-wire victory. 

Cheered on by a large
crowd at the KGA, Joshi shot
an identical 67 but every
time he felt in the ascendant,
his unruffled rival
responded.

Saksansin signed for a
total of 16-under 268, with
Joshi (270) and Chandigarh’s
Ajeetesh Sandhu (274) — who
was eighth overnight — im-
mediately behind. Divyanshu
Bajaj and Abhinav Lohan
tied for fourth with Indone-
sia’s Rory Hie (275). 

S. Chikkarangappa (278),
the third man in the leader-
group, endured a miserable
day, shooting two-over 73 to
slide to joint 10th.

“I do not come from a rich
family and playing golf
wasn’t easy at first,” said Sak-
sansin, after picking up a
cheque for $54,000. “My
mother would note down
how much she spent on my

golf. When that sum crossed
a million Thai Baht, she
stopped counting. Now, I’ll
hand this money over to
her.”

Caddy to the rescue
He had been nervous, admit-
ted the 24-year-old, whose
father works as a manager at
his home club (Pine Golf and
Lodge, Bangkok). 

“I tried to be calm. But if I
did badly today, people
would say, ‘Oh, this guy is a
chicken.’ My caddy put me at
ease whenever I was tense,”
he said.

There was drama early in
the day, with Joshi making a
couple of remarkable putts
on the front nine: a 40-footer
to save par on three, and a
chip-in from the edge of the

green to make birdie on five.
But bogeys on seven and
nine handed Saksansin —
who had led by two
overnight — a three-stroke
advantage at the turn. 

That gap widened to four
on 14 when Joshi bogeyed
again. The contest seemed as
good as over.

But Joshi fought back,
birdieing the par-three 15th

while Saksansin found the
bunker and could only man-
age bogey. 

All of a sudden, the ad-
vantage had been cut by two
and the hitherto unper-
turbed leader appeared vul-
nerable. Saksansin, however,
delivered a stunning riposte,
sinking a 15-foot putt for
birdie on 16. As the ball tip-
toed around the cup before
dropping in, he puffed his
cheeks out. 

“It was an OK shot but it
meant a lot for my feelings at
that time,” he said after-
wards. 

When Saksansin matched
Joshi’s birdie on 17, the battle
was over.

“I did put pressure on him
on the 15th hole but Poom
played pretty solid,” admit-
ted Joshi, whose best finish
on the Asian Tour had previ-
ously been a tied second in
Bangladesh two years ago.
“He deserved to win.”
The scores (final top nine):
268: Poom Saksansin (Tha) 64,
67, 70, 67; 270: Khalin Joshi 68,
67, 68, 67; 274: Ajeetesh
Sandhu 69, 72, 67, 66.

275: Rory Hie (Ina) 69, 67, 72,
67, Divyanshu Bajaj 66, 71, 69,
69, Abhinav Lohan 70, 72, 64,
69; 276: Suradit Yongcharoen-
chai (Tha) 70, 71, 69, 66; 277:
Honey Baisoya 73, 67, 70, 67,
Rahil Gangjee 70, 66, 73, 68.

Saksansin staves o� Joshi’s challenge
A solid, if unspectacular, round gives the Thai his second Asian Tour title

Well played, mate: Thailand’s Poom Saksansin is congratulated by runner-up 
Khalin Joshi. * G.P. SAMPATH KUMAR

Shreedutta Chidananda

Bengaluru

“In all team sports, the
secret is to overload one side
of the pitch so that the op-
ponent must tilt its own de-
fence to cope. After doing
that, you attack and score
from the other side,” accord-
ing to former Bayern Munich
and present Manchester City
coach Pep Guardiola.

Carlo Ancelotti’s Bayern,
which edged out Dortmund
in the Super Cup on Sat-
urday, did exactly that at
least until half-time with
skipper Thomas Muller given
a free role behind No. 9
Robert Lewandowski.

Muller, Lewandowski,
Franck Ribery and make-
shift left-back Rafinha com-
bined brilliantly to divert
Dortmund’s attention to the
right. 

Generally, great players
respond to the passing of
time by trimming their
game, but Ribery showed no
signs of slowing down, pier-
cing through the Dortmund
defence at will.

During one such move,

Bayern right-back Joshua
Kimmich made a darting run
and receiving a pass from
Muller sent a perfect cross to
Lewandowski, who tapped
in the equaliser in the 18th
minute.

Earlier, Dortmund’s Chris-
tian Pulisic robbed Javi Mar-
tinez of the ball and coolly
slotted past Sven Ulreich for
the opener in the 12th
minute.

Dortmund coach Peter
Bosz continued from where
Thomas Tuchel left off by de-
ploying an attacking 4-1-2-3

with Nuri Sahin shielding the
defence and club’s new sign-
ing Mahmoud Dahoud and
Gonzalo Castro on either
side of him. Pulisic (left) and
Ousmane Dembele (right)
supported Pierre-Emerick
Aubameyang in the attack.

One of the interesting as-
pects of Bosz’s attacking
style was the positioning of
the front three during Bay-
ern’s corners. Pulisic, Au-
bameyang and Dembele
were asked to stay near the
half-line for a quick counter-
attack and the move checked

Bayern from pushing more
men into the box.

Dortmund enhanced its
lead with Aubameyang fin-
ishing off a rapid counter-at-
tack with a lovely dink in the
71st minute.

Earlier, Bayern lost its plot
when Ancelotti substituted
Muller with Kingsley Coman. 

Ancelotti had to make
amends by bringing in Ren-
ato Sanches to support the
Frenchman on the right.
Bayern looked balanced
after the move and made
goal-threatening forays into
the box.

Dortmund was thwarting
all danger and looked to
have done enough but a late
own-goal by Lukasz Piszczek
forced the game to penalties.
Bayern won 5-4 after Ulreich
saved two spot kicks in the
shootout.
The result: Dortmund 2 (Pulisic
12, Aubameyang 71) drew with
Bayern Munich 2 (Lewandowski
18, Piszczek 88-og). Bayern
won on penalties 5-4.

(S. Sudarsan is in
Dortmund at the invitation of
Bundesliga)

Super Cup: Bragging rights for Bayern
Dortmund goes down in the Bundesliga traditional opener after being ahead

S. Sudarsan

DORTMUND

Moment to cherish: Bayern Munich’s Franck Ribery celebrates
with the trophy after winning the Super Cup �nal. * REUTERS

An all-round show from
Bengal Warriors relegated
U.P. Yoddha to its first defeat
in three ProKabaddi League
encounters, at the Mankapur
Indoor Stadium on Sunday.

The packed house appre-
ciated the efforts of
Maninder Singh (6 pts), Jang
Kun Lee (7 pts) and all-
rounder Vinod Kumar (8
pts), which powered Bengal
to a facile 40-20 win. This is
Bengal’s second triumph in
as many matches. Down 6-
13, Yoddha suffered a blow
when attacker Mahesh Goud

was taken down by a fero-
cious spear. This was fol-
lowed by a successful Bengal
raid, executed by Maninder. 

A few minutes later, Yo-
ddha fell to an ‘all-out’,

which left the side facing a 6-
21 deficit. A dominant Bengal
outfit ensured that its rival
found no way back.

South Korean import Lee
— a massive crowd favourite

— impressed with a couple of
terrific back-heel flick
touches. Lee, who recorded
eight points in his previous
outing, has time and again
proved that he has taken to
this Indian indigenous sport
like a duck to water. Yoddha
let themselves down with
some poor tackling. The
antis erred by grabbing the
opponent’s calf and knee, in-
stead of taking the more reli-
able ankle-lock route. 

The result: Bengal Warriors 40
(Vinod Kumar 8, Jang Kun Lee 7,
Maninder Singh 6) bt U.P. Yo-
ddha 20 (Surender Singh 5).

Patna Pirates 46 (Pardeep
Narwal 15, Vinod Kumar 7) bt
Bengaluru Bulls 32 (Rohit Ku-
mar 8).

Warriors post a facile win
Yoddha su�ers �rst setback in three matches

Ashwin Achal

NAGPUR

Getting away: Bengal Warriors raider Jang Kun Lee escapes a
U.P. Yoddha tackle. * SPECIAL ARRANAGEMENT

It was expected to be a tough
day at work for Sharath
Kamal with A. Amalraj and
Soumyajit Ghosh taking
turns to test the country’s
strongest player.

However, the two former
National champions fell woe-
fully short of stretching
Sharath beyond a point. 

Shifting gears
Sharath, shifting gears when
he needed to, produced the
quality he possesses and gal-
loped into the singles’ semi-
finals of the LPS Bossard all-
India inter-institutional table
tennis championship here.

Playing well in patches
against Amalraj, Sharath
squandered a match-point in
the fifth game and trailed
0-4 in the sixth. 

But as is his wont, Sharath
relied on his powerful
strokes to bounce right back
to convert his second match-
point for an 11-6, 11-8, 7-11,
11-9, 11-13, 11-9 triumph.

In the afternoon, Sharath
proved too good for Ghosh
during the masterly 4-1 ver-
dict that included a rare 11-0
whitewash in the fourth
game. 

In the fifth, Sharath
trailed until 7-9 but clinched
the last four points by some
clinical display.

Later, as Sharath under-
played his dominating dis-
play, Ghosh was all praise for
the winner. 

“Thank God, it was not a
boxing bout… Sharath was
packing so much power in
his shots today. 

“I had no chance,” was
how generous Ghosh was in
defeat.

Joining Sharath in the
semifinal was fourth seed
Harmeet Desai, who cleaned
up left-handed Sanil Desai.
The other semifinal will be
between second seed G.
Sathiyan and third seed Ar-
jun Ghosh.

While the top-four men’s
seeds took their allotted
places in the semifinals, the
ladies section saw the
second-seeded defending
champion Sutirtha Mukher-
jee followed fourth seed
Sreeja Akula out of the race
to the semifinals. 

10 points on the trot
Takeme Sarkar, seeded sev-
enth, knocked out Sutirtha
4-2, winning the sixth game
after taking 10 points on the

trot from being 0-4 down.
The Railway girl will face

third seed Pooja Sahasr-
abudhe, the conqueror of
Manika Batra.

Earlier, in the pre-
quarterfinals, former Na-
tional champion unseeded
Ankita Das knocked out
Sreeja 4-2 and then knocked
out the seasoned Poulomi
Ghatak 4-1 for a place top
seed Madhurika Patkar.
The results (from Petroleum
unless stated):
Men: Quarterfinals: A. Sharath
Kamal bt Soumyajit Ghosh 11-4,
12-10, 7-11, 11-0, 11-9, Harmeet
Desai bt Sanil Shetty 11-5, 11-9,
11-5, 11-2, Arjun Ghosh (AAI) bt
Sougata Sarkar (LIC) 13-11, 6-11,
9-11, 13-11, 12-10, 11-9, G. Sath-
iyan bt Abhishek Yadav 11-4,
11-3, 11-4, 11-5.
Women: Quarterfinals:
Madhurika Patkar bt Archana
Kamath 11-3, 11-7,16-14, 9-11, 9-
11, 11-5; Ankita Das bt Poulomi
Ghatak 11-6, 11-7, 12-14, 11-8,
11-8; Pooja Sahasrabuddhe bt
Manika Batra 5-11, 8-11, 11-8,
11-7, 16-14, 11-8, Takeme Sarkar
(Rlys) bt Sutirtha Mukherjee
(WB) 5-11, 12-10, 14-12, 11-4, 6-
11, 11-5.
Mixed Doubles: Final: Sanil Sh-
etty & Reeth Rishya bt Raj Mon-
dal & Akula Sreeja (RBI) 11-5,
11-5, 9-11, 11-5.

Takeme stuns Sutirtha; Pooja conquers Manika 

RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

Sharath blows away
Amalraj and Soumyajit

PKL

Goalkeeper Thibaut Cour-
tois and Alvaro Morata were
the Chelsea fall guys as Ar-
senal won the Community
Shield 4-1 on penalties at the
Wembley on Sunday.

Goals from Chelsea’s Vic-
tor Moses and Arsenal new

boy Sead Kolasinac sent the
game to a shoot-out and
with both Courtois and
Morata limply squandering
their spot-kicks, Arsenal
won the trophy for the third
time in four years.
The result: Arsenal 1 (Kolasinac
82) Chelsea 1 (Moses 46). Ar-
senal won 4-1 on penalties.

Arsenal wins cup
Agence France Presse

LONDON

Mathana Kumar of Honda
Ten10 Racing emerged the
Super Sport Indian (up to
165cc) champion in the third
round of the MRF MMSC
FMSCI National motorcycle
racing championship here
on Sunday.

Mathana, 25, with three
second-place finishes in five
outings this season, came
good in the second race.
The race was one of fluctu-
ating fortunes. Jagan, win-
ner of the first race on Sat-
urday, led the pack initially.
He looked set for another
win until a problem with his
bike saw him drop down the
grid, and later crash on the
last lap, but he finished fifth. 

The results (Provisional):
Third round: Super Sport In-
dian (up to 165cc) (Race two):
Mathana Kumar (Honda Ten10
Racing) 18:06.287s; Harry
Sylvester (TVS Racing)
18:06.744; Rajiv Sethu (Honda
Ten 10 Racing) 18:15.142.

300-400cc: Amarnath Menon
(Gusto Racing) 17:51.839; Ant-
ony Peter (Kingdom Motors-
ports) 17:51.945; Deepak Ravi
Kumar (Moto-Rev) 17:52.117.

Pro-Stock (up to 165cc) (Race
two): Aravind Balakrishnan
(Honda Ten10 Racing)
18:56.859; Aravind Ganesh
19:04.364; Naresh Babu
(RACR) 19:08.598.

Stock (up to 165cc): Novice
(final): M. Anup Kumar (RACR)
13:15.938; Satyanarayana Raju
(Sparks Racing) 13:15.940; Sri
Rahil Pillarishetty (Sparks Ra-
cing) 13:16.195.

One-Make Championship:
Honda CBR250 (Race one):
Harikrishnan Rajagopal (Honda
Ten10 Racing) 12: 27.667; Rajiv
Sethu (Honda Ten10 Racing)
12: 27.808; Abhishek Vasudev
12:28.253. Race two (9 laps):
Rajiv Sethu (Honda Ten10 Ra-
cing) 18:37.642; Harikrishnan
Rajagopal (Honda Ten10 Ra-
cing) 18:37.738; Amit Richard
Topno (Pro Lap Racing)
18:38.064.

CBR 150 (Novice) (Race two):
Satyanarayana Raju 13:27.240;
Vysakh Sobhan 13:27.560; A.
Amala Jerald 13:28.413.

TVS Apache RTR200 (Open):
Race two: S. Sivanesan
13:13.935; Kannan Karnan
13:14.000; Yuvaraj 13:14.020.
Novice (Race two, 6 laps): M.
Anup Kumar 13:19.447; J. Ro-
mario 13:23.279; A. Shankar
Guru 13:24.762.

Mathana is champion
Sports Reporter
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