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Voting for the high-stakes Ra-
jya Sabha polls in Gujarat
will take place on Tuesday,
bringing to an end a two-
week long political drama in-
volving a series of defections
from the Opposition Con-
gress to the ruling BJP, the
resignation of half a dozen
legislators and the shifting of
Congress MLAs to a
Bengaluru resort to shield
them from “poaching.”

The elections to the Upper
House from the State, where
Assembly polls are due later
this year, have acquired
sharp focus with BJP presid-
ent Amit Shah and Union
Minister Smriti Irani enter-
ing the fray and the Congress
fielding its heavyweight
Ahmed Patel, political sec-
retary to Congress president
Sonia Gandhi.

Mr. Patel needs 45 votes to
win. He has the support of
44 party MLAs, who have re-
turned to the State after
camping in Karnataka. 

On Monday, Mr. Patel
claimed that the NCP had de-

cided to support his candid-
ature. However, NCP MLA
Kandhal Jadeja told report-
ers that both of its legislators
would vote for the BJP
candidate.

BJP camp gets a member
The lone MLA of the now
disbanded Gujarat
Parivartan Party (GPP) Nalin
Kotadia, who had earlier
supported the Congress can-
didate, has now reportedly

moved over to the BJP camp.
For the BJP, Mr. Amit Shah

held a series of meetings to
discuss strategy for getting
adequate numbers for the
party’s third candidate Bal-
wantsinh. 

The Assembly’s strength
is 176, out of which BJP has
122, which makes the victory
of Mr. Shah and Ms. Irani a
foregone conclusion. How-
ever, for the third seat, the
party will need cross-voting. 

High-stakes battle today for
Gujarat Rajya Sabha seats 
Amit Shah, Smriti Irani from BJP and Congress heavyweight Ahmed Patel in fray

Mahesh Langa

AHMEDABAD

Key players: Gujarat Congress MLAs get ready to leave for their
hometown from the Bengaluru airport on Monday. * PTI

Under attack for diluting the
case of alleged stalking and
attempted kidnap of a young
woman on Friday night by
Vikas Barala, son of the
Haryana State BJP president
Subhash Barala, and his
friend Ashish, the Chand-
igarh police on Monday
found itself again in the dock
after it was reported that
CCTV footage from at least
five locations was missing as
the cameras were non-func-
tional. The duo was released
soon after arrest on Friday
night. 

The police were tight-
lipped on the allegations of
CCTV footage having gone
“missing”. “We are in the
process of gathering feed
from CCTVs along the route
of the incident. Technical
analysis will be done once
the footage is collected,”
Eish Singhal, Senior Super-
intendent of Police, Chand-
igarh, told reporters here.

‘Centre covering up’
While the Opposition Con-
gress accused the Central

government of attempting to
hush up the entire matter to
protect the Haryana State
BJP president’s son, BJP MP
Subramanian Swamy said he
would file a PIL petition in
the Punjab and Haryana
High Court for a court-mon-
itored CBI probe.

“Home Ministry, which
directly controls the UT ad-
ministration and UT Police
of Chandigarh, is attempting
to hush up the entire matter
to protect the Haryana State
BJP president and his son,”
said senior Congress leader
Randeep Singh Surjewala.

Haryana State BJP media

head Rajeev Jain, mean-
while, said Mr. Subhash
Barala had not resigned and
rumours about his resigna-
tion were false. Defending
Mr. Barala, vice-president of
the Chandigarh BJP unit
Ramveer Bhatti instead
asked why the victim was
out so late at night.

The victim responded to
the statement, saying, “In-
stead of asking me, those
boys should be questioned
why were they out so late.”

(With inputs from PTI)

Chandigarh police have no
CCTV footage of stalking
Centre attempting to hush up incident, alleges Congress

Vikas Vasudeva 
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Trekking back: An elderly man and a family member return home from a market in Kendrapara district of Odisha as rain clouds
hover on the horizon. The Meteorological Department has forecast heavy rain in the State in the next 24 hours. * BISWARANJAN ROUT
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Monsoon colours

The Home Ministry’s pro-
posal to amend the law to in-
sert two stricter anti-racial
discrimination provisions in
the Indian Penal Code has
got a lukewarm response
from the States. 

Only four of them — Uttar
Pradesh, apart from Ma-

nipur, Meghalaya and
Mizoram in the northeast —
have given their assent to the
proposed law. Three Union
Territories — Andaman and
Nicobar Islands, Dadra and
Nagar Haveli, and Laksh-
wadeep — have also agreed
to the Centre’s proposal. 

On July 26, Minister of
State for Home Kiren Rijiju

informed the Rajya Sabha
that the Ministry proposed
to amend the IPC “to deal
with the racially motivated
crimes.”

“The Home Ministry has
proposed to amend two pro-
visions in the IPC, that is,
Section 153A and Section
509A. These are proposed to
be inserted into the IPC sec-

tions... Since this matter
comes under the Concurrent
List, we have to obtain the
opinion of the State govern-
ments,” Mr. Rijiju had said.

A senior Home Ministry
official said the first letters to
the States were sent out in
February this year. 

States cold to stricter anti-racism law
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Vijaita Singh

New Delhi

Gujarat Congress MLAs,
who were flown to
Bengaluru 10 days ago as
part of the party’s
desperate move to keep its
flock together amid several
defections, returned to
Gujarat only to be taken to
another resort in Anand,
70 km from Ahmedabad. 

The MLAs arrived in a
flight from Bengaluru to
Ahmedabad, where Rajya
Sabha candidate Ahmed
Patel received them. 

Subsequently, they were
all escorted by Youth
Congress workers to
Anand. The legislators will
be taken to Gandhinagar
on Tuesday for voting. “All
the MLAs are united,” said
Indravijaysinh Gohil,
senior Congress leader.
(With PTI inputs)

Cong. MLAs
in Anand

Special Correspondent

AHMEDABAD
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President Ram Nath Kovind
could have a presidential
retreat in the northeast, on
the lines of those in Shimla
and Hyderabad, if the Centre
accepts the Assam
government’s suggestion.

“This is in keeping with
Prime Minister Modi’s vision
for the region that he
describes as ‘ashtalakshmi’
(eight jewels), and it will
promote the spirit of
nationalism,” Assam Chief
Minister Sarbananda
Sonowal told The Hindu. 

Mr. Sonowal brought up
the idea when he called on
the President on Saturday.
Inviting him to visit Assam
and other northeastern
States, the Chief Minister
requested the President to
consider having a retreat in
the northeastern region.

Mr. Kovind is said to have
welcomed the idea and
asked the Chief Minister to
formally take it up with the

Government of India. “We
will send the formal
proposal very soon and if we
get the go-ahead from the
Centre, the exact location
for the retreat can be
identified,” an Assam
government official said. 

Annual visits
At present, there are two
presidential retreats — The
Retreat Building in Shimla
and Rashtrapati Nilayam in

Hyderabad — where the
President moves in, at least
once a year. The retreats are
seen as an extension of
Rashtrapati Bhavan.

“The location of ‘The
Retreat Building’ in Shimla
and the ‘Rashtrapati
Nilayam’ in Hyderabad are
indicative of the integrative
role of the Office of the
President of India in our
country. These locations,
one in north and another in

south, symbolise unity of
our country and unity of our
diverse cultures and
people,” the Rashtrapati
Bhavan website says.

From the Viceroy 
The Retreat Building in
Mashobra, on the outskirts
of Shimla, is a 167-year-old
wooden building that was
taken over by the Viceroy of
India in 1895. During the
summer months, the
President and his office can
work from here for two to
three weeks. 

Similarly, Hyderabad’s
Rashtrapati Nilayam, a
property of the erstwhile
Nizam of Hyderabad spread
over 90 acres, is used by the
President during the winter
for two-three weeks. But
how long the President stays
in these retreats depends on
the incumbent. 

“Pranab Mukherjee never
stayed in Shimla for over a
week,” said a Rashtrapati
Bhavan official.
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A new retreat for President Kovind
Hosting �rst citizen in the northeast will promote nationalism, says Assam govt.

Look northeast: Assam CM Sarbananda Sonowal put forth the
idea when he met President Ram Nath Kovind on Saturday. * PTI

Sandeep Phukan
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Five militants were killed in
an Army operation in the
Macchil sector of Kupwara
on the Line of Control on
Monday, while a Lashkar-e-
Taiba member was shot
dead in an encounter that
began in Pulwama on
Sunday night. 

Army spokesman Col-
onel Rajesh Kalia said the
Macchil operation was still
on. 

“Five weapons have
been recovered,” he said.

In the other incident, se-
curity forces encircled
Akram Dar Mohalla, Sam-
boora, in Pulwama, as
three top Lashkar milit-
ants, including two foreign-
ers, were tipped to be hid-
ing in the area.

“The hiding militants
opened fire on the joint
search party, triggering an
encounter. One Pakistani
militant of the Abu Ismail
group of the LeT outfit,
identified as Umar, was
neutralised,” said a police
spokesman. He said two
militants escaped from the
encounter site as the oper-
ation continued till 3 a.m.
on Monday. 

“One militant is injured
and an AK-47 rifle was
seized from the encounter
site,” said the spokesman.
The Abu Ismail group is be-
lieved to be behind the at-
tack on Amarnath pilgrims
on the Srinagar-Jammu na-
tional highway. 

In a separate incident,
the police foiled an attempt
by three persons to snatch
a weapon from a bank
guard in the Chrar-i-Sharief
area, Budgam, on Monday.

Army kills
�ve militants
on LoC
Special correspondent 

srinagar

16 Somali pirates get 7
years in prison 
MUMBAI

A court here on Monday

sentenced 16 Somali pirates

to seven years in prison for

hijacking a �shing vessel from

Iran in 2011 and taking its

Iranian and Pakistani crew

hostage.
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Six Trinamool MLAs in
Tripura join BJP
AGARTALA

For the �rst time, the BJP has

made an entry in the Tripura

Assembly after six Trinamool

Congress (TMC) legislators

joined the party in Agartala

on Monday afternoon.
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NORTH

DELHI Timings

Tuesday, August 08

RISE 05:47 SET 19:07

RISE 19:34 SET 06:05

Wednesday, August 09

RISE 05:47 SET 19:06

RISE 20:14 SET 07:01

Thursday, August 10

RISE 05:48 SET 19:05

RISE 20:52 SET 07:58 Senior State Bharatiya Janata
Party leader and Deputy
Chief Minister Sushil Kumar
Modi on Monday made yet
another allegation that
Rashtriya Janata Dal chief
Lalu Prasad’s family has be-
nefited from mining mafias
that, he said, “are also fund-
ing the RJD’s upcoming rally
in Patna”. The RJD leaders
termed the allegation as
“baseless and frivolous with
an aim to politically finish a
towering leader like Lalu
Prasad”. 

“Three companies —
Broadson Construction Pvt.
Ltd, Bansidhar Pvt. Ltd and
Mormukut Pvt. Ltd — have
been given sand-mining con-
tracts worth ₹237 crore in six
districts, and the director of
all three companies is
Subhas Yadav, a close relative
of Lalu Prasad.”, alleged Mr
Modi while adding that, on 13
June this year, Subhas Ya-
dav’s companies had pur-
chased three flats at the cost
of ₹1 crore 72 lakhs from
Rabri Devi, wife of Lalu
Prasad. “In the previous
grand alliance government

RJD chief Lalu Prasad had
even put his weight to get the
mining department to his
party leader”, Mr Modi fur-
ther charged.

Massive operation
Earlier, soon after coming to
power and becoming Dy CM
of the state for second time,
Mr Modi had declared that
he would soon expose “Lalu
Yadav’s connection with the
state’s mining mafias”. Apart
from Finance and Informa-
tion Technology, Dy CM Mr
Modi has also Forest and En-
vironment department un-

der his ministry. Of late, the
Bihar government has
launched a massive police
operation against illegal sand
mining and has also arrested
several people and seized
dozens of heavy digging ma-
chines involved in the illegal
mining. “Subhas Yadav is the
right hand man of Lalu
Prasad and Mr Prasad along
with his close aide Prem
Chandra Gupta has been pat-
ronizing these mining com-
panies”, alleged Mr Modi
while adding that, “Subhas
Yadav has also been funding
the upcoming RJD rally in

Patna”.
Mr Modi further stated

that he would be writing to
the Income-Tax and other
relevant departments seek-
ing investigation into these
mining companies and their
connection with the family
members of Lalu Prasad Ya-
dav. “The investigative agen-
cies should look into what
was the need of Subhas Ya-
dav to purchase three flats
from Rabri Devi in the month
of June when a lot of exposes
of corruption were leveled
against Lalu Prasad and his
family members…was it all to

convert black money into
white?”, said Mr Modi while
claiming that he would soon
come out with documentary
proofs of how these mining
companies have been fund-
ing the RJD and investing in
Lalu Prasad’s family assets.
“The state government is
committed to take action
against anyone involved in
corruption”, Mr Modi
asserted.

‘Fabricated charge’
However, the RJD leaders
said, “its yet another false,
fabricated and frivolous

charge against our leader
Lalu Prasad Yadav”. “The
BJP wants to implicate our
party chief Lalu Prasad in
false and fabricated cases so
that he would not be able to
oppose Narendra Modi in
2019 general elections but,
let the time come and the
BJP along with its their new
alliance partner Nitish Ku-
mar, would realize the polit-
ical strength of our leader”,
said RJD leader and party le-
gislator Bhai Birendra whose
name, too, has allegedly
come in the illegal sand
mining.

Sushil Modi links Lalu’s family to mining ma�a
‘Three companies have been given sand-mining contracts and the director of all three companies is Subhas Yadav, a close relative of RJD chief ’

Amarnath Tewary

PATNA

Welcome push: Lucknow underground Metro project workers celebrate as the �rst Tunnel Boring
Machine breaks through at Hazratganj in Lucknow on Monday. * PTI
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Breaking new frontiers

Bihar to increase green
cover to 15%: Nitish 
PATNA

Battling low green cover area

in Bihar at 9%, the Nitish

Kumar government is all set

to enhance green cover to

15% by the end of this year.

“We have set a target to

increase green cover of Bihar

to 15% by end of 2017 and

making all efforts to achieve

this,” Chief Minister Nitish

Kumar said after tying a rakhi

to a tree on the occasion of

Raksha Bandhan. PTI 

IN BRIEF

Brinda hits out at Jaitley
for Kerala speech 
DHANBAD

CPI(M) politburo member

Brinda Karat on Monday

criticised Union Minister Arun

Jaitley for his speech in Kerala

and alleged that it had hit the

peace process initiated by the

State government there.

Mr. Jaitley had on Sunday

urged the Kerala government

to put an end to the “politics

of annihilation” and allow the

opposition to function freely.
PTI 

India-ASEAN Youth
Summit from Aug 14 
NEW DELHI

Over 100 delegates from 10

ASEAN countries - Brunei,

Cambodia, Lao PDR,

Myanmar, Malaysia,

Indonesia, the Philippines,

Singapore, Thailand, and

Vietnam - will participate in

the India-ASEAN Youth

Summit to be held in Bhopal

from August 14-19. External

Affairs Minister Sushma

Swaraj and Madhya Pradesh

Chief Minister Shivraj Singh

Chouhan will be among the

key speakers at the event. 
PTI 

Srinagar-Muzaffarabad
bus service resumes
SRINAGAR

The Karavan-e-Aman weekly

bus service across the Line of

Control on the Srinagar-

Muzaffarabad road resumed

on Monday, a week after it

was suspended. The trade on

this route is scheduled to

resume on Tuesday. “The

Srinagar-Muzaffarabad bus

service operated on Monday

after an agreement reached

with authorities from

Pakistan-occupied Kashmir

last week,” an official said

here. PTI

With over 300 confirmed
cases of swine flu and 13
deaths, the H1N1 virus is fast
become a cause for concern
for health department offi-
cials in Uttar Pradesh. In the
last week, five deaths were
reported from the State due
to the virus. 

According to figures re-
leased by the health depart-
ment, a total of 298 swine flu
cases have been reported
from 38 districts of the State
till August 6. Of these, the
highest number of patients
at 129 are from Lucknow, fol-
lowed by Gautam Buddh
Nagar with 39 cases. 

Of the total deaths repor-
ted, three were from Meerut,
two from Lucknow and one
each from Ghazaibad, Kan-
pur, Gorakhpur, Bahriach,
Hapur, Lalitpur, Hardoi and
Barabanki.

On Sunday alone, 55 cases
of swine flu were reported
from different parts of the
State. 

Of these new cases, the
highest number of patients
at 23 was from Lucknow, 19
from Gautam Buddh Nagar,
four from Ghaziabad, and
one each from Meerut,
Bahraich, Azamgarh,
Amethi, Sitapur, Allahabad,
Gorakhpur, Faizabad and
Sant Kabir Nagar.

Sudden increase 
Due to the sudden increase
in the number of positive
swine flu cases, the health
department has prepared a
strategy to be followed and
implemented. 

According to Director
General, Medical Education,
K.K. Gupta, the government
medical colleges have been
directed to reserve five-bed
isolation wards for swine flu

patients. 
“In all, 129 beds and 42

ventilator systems are avail-
able for swine flu patients
across the State and more
wards will be isolated in an
emergency. VDR labs have
been established in Meerut,
Agra, Kanpur and Gorakh-
pur for accurate diagnosis of
swine flu patients,” he said. 

Medicine stock
“All government medical col-
leges have a stock of 500-750
Tamiflu tablets. Authorities
have been instructed to im-
mediately inform superiors
in case of shortage,” he ad-
ded. 

Director General, Medical
and Health, Padmakar
Singh, told the media that
precautionary measures
were being taken to ensure
that the H1N1 virus does not
spread further. 

Senior officials of the

health department claimed
that hospitals were being
equipped to deal with the
virus. A task force of seven
members has been formed
under the supervision of the
Director General, Health, to
inspect the preparedness of
the medical system and to
come up with a strategy to
deal with swine flu. 

Besides, a rapid response
team has been formed for
the State. The team, which
has also been formed indi-
vidually in every district,
comprises a health special-
ist, a physician, an epidemi-
ologist, a pathologist/lab
technician/microbiologist.

BJP MLA from Sardhana
Assembly constituency in
Meerut, Sangeet Som, too
was diagnosed with the flu
on Friday. He has been ad-
mitted to Yashoda Hospital
in Ghaziabad where his con-
dition is said to be stable. 

13 deaths due to swine �u in UP
Govt medical colleges have been directed to reserve �ve-bed isolation wards

Staff Reporter 

Meerut

42,000 ticketless rail
travellers caught
PATNA

In a major campaign under

the East Central Railway

(ECR) zone, a total of 42,000

people were held travelling

either without ticket or

invalid ticket in the month of

July this year. A sum of₹1.57

crore was collected from

them, Chief Public Relations

Officer ECR Rajesh Kumar said

in a statement. ECR

comprises Danapur, Sonepur,

Samastipur, Mughalsarai and

Dhanbad divisions. PTI 

Noted historian and writer
Dr. Ramachandra Guha has
described “Indian demo-
cracy’s 70 years a 50-50 suc-
cess story” in his speech
made at Jammu during the
2017 Balraj Puri memorial
lecture ‘India at 70: A Histor-
ian’s report card’ over the
weekend.

“As far as political demo-
cracy is concerned, India’s
greatest achievement has
been holding free and fair
elections whereas on the
negative side there have
been increasing curbs on
freedom of expression and a
decline in the autonomy of
public institutions,” Mr.

Guha said.
Describing India’s survival

“a miracle”, Dr. Guha said:
“We have falsified the pun-
dits, but we still have much
work ahead of us in the area
of nation building.”

He said Indian experience
has been better with the
loosening of linkages

between caste and occupa-
tion and the link between
family and marriage. “Wo-
men and Dalits are still dis-
criminated and exploited
but are less unfree now than
at any time in the past 5,000
years,” he added.

Linguistic pluralism
Within the domain of cul-
tural freedom, he said, “The
sustenance of linguistic plur-
alism is perhaps independ-
ent India’s greatest achieve-
ment.” 

However, he noted that
India’s record in ensuring
the freedom to worship a
god or gods of your choice
(or no god at all) has been
mixed. “Muslims are freer to

practice their faith in India
than, for example, Muslims
in China. But they suffer dis-
proportionately in times of
communal rioting. Even in
times of peace they can be
shunned or stigmatised,” Dr.
Guha said.

Referring to the country’s
economics, the acclaimed
historian said, “In the 70
years, there has a decline in
poverty and destitution,
with Nehru, Indira and
Modi, and all other PM’s in
between have seen this as
their central goal”.

However, on the negative
side, there is also a trend of
jobless growth and environ-
ment degradation within the
country, he added. 

Indian democracy’s 70 years a 50-50
success story: Ramachandra Guha
‘India’s greatest achievement has been holding free and fair elections’ 

Special Correspondent 

Srinagar

Ramchandra Guha *

The Rajasthan government
is formulating an action
plan for providing skills
training to the youths
through recognition of prior
learning, which will be util-
ised for carrying out assess-
ment and introducing
bridge courses for skill de-
velopment of the informal
sector workers. The Na-
tional Skills Development
Corporation (NSDC) has
identified a list of 31 sectors
all over the country, under

which 8.74 youths will be as-
sessed and certified. Sixteen
of these sectors fall in Ra-
jasthan, in which over
67,800 youths will be as-
sessed and certified with
the combined efforts of
NSDC and the Rajasthan
Skill and Livelihoods Devel-
opment Corporation.

Observing people 
State Skills, Employment
and Entrepreneurship Com-
missioner Krishna Kunal
said here on Monday that
most of the youths generally

picked up skills in an in-
formal set up by observing
people or working under
their guidance or through
complete self-learning.

“As a result, even though
they manage to get a job
and earn a decent wage,
they may not be able to im-
prove their skills. This af-
fects their productivity and
quality of output,” said Mr.
Kunal, adding that the re-
cognition of prior learning
would help them get as-
sessed and certified on their
current competencies. 

Action plan for training through
recognition of prior learning
67,800 youths will be assessed and certi�ed 

Special Correspondent

JAIPUR 

In the backdrop of three
MLCs recently quitting the
party and joining the BJP,
Samajwadi Party (SP) chief
Akhilesh Yadav on Monday
said those who wanted to go,
should go without offering
any excuse, so that he could
ascertain who were with him
in “bad times”.

‘Better excuse’
Referring to the “excuses”
put forward by the three
MLCs - Bukkal Nawab,
Sarojini Agarwal and Yash-
want Singh - while leaving
the party, Mr. Yadav said:
“Some people are saying
they were feeling suffocated
as the atmosphere of the
party had gone bad. This
should not be an excuse for
leaving the party, they
should find a better excuse.” 

‘Party doing well’
Asserting that the party was
doing well and a large num-
ber of women, farmers and
youths had joined it recently,
he said: “Those who want to
leave the party should not
give any excuse...they can

just leave. In that case, at
least I will get to know who
are with us during bad
times.” 

The former Uttar Pradesh
Chief Minister was address-
ing the party workers at the
SP headquarters here on the
occasion of Raksha
Bandhan.

Mr. Yadav said he had
paid a visit to Nawab on Eid
and had ‘sewai’ (a sweet dish)
with him.

“At that time, he (Nawab)

had not mentioned that he
was planning to leave the
party. It has come to our no-
tice that there was some land
issue, due to which he was
being pressured,” he added.

Labelling
In a dig at Nawab and the
BJP, Mr. Yadav said, “They
(BJP) are doing good work. It
is ironic that when a person
is not in the BJP, he is la-
belled as a land mafia and
when he joins the party, he

becomes honest, upright
and a gentleman.” 

On Ms. Agarwal, who runs
a medical college in Meerut
in the name of SP patriarch
Mulayam Singh Yadav, Yadav
said he was not aware of
what the matter was with
her. “There could be a land
issue behind it as well,” he
added.

A number of women
workers of the SP tied rakhi
to Mr. Yadav on the occa-
sion. 

Those who want to quit SP, should 
not give any excuse, says Akhilesh 
‘At least I will get to know who are with us during bad times’

Press Trust of India 

Lucknow

Mounting an attack on
Samajwadi Party national
president Akhilesh Yadav,
UP Cabinet Minister Suresh
Khanna said that after suf-
fering defeat in the As-
sembly polls, the former
chief minister should
bother about his party.

“Instead of indulging in
giving wrong statements,
Akhilesh should bother
about his party. The BJP be-
lieves in work and demo-

cracy, and is run by organ-
isation,” Mr. Khanna told
reporters here.

Political advantage 
Levelling allegations against
Akhilesh, the UP urban de-
velopment minister said,
“He (Akhilesh) wants to
take political advantage by
running a propaganda
against the Adityanath
government.

“Akhilesh had got 224 as-
sembly seats in 2012 as-
sembly polls in virasat (her-

itage). He could not manage
them, and in the 2017 elec-
tions, the party was con-
fined to merely 47 seats. He
should learn from the mir-
ror which the public has
shown to him.” 

On four members of the
UP Legislative Council
(from SP and BSP) tender-
ing resignation, Mr. Khanna
said, “Those leaders were
feeling suffocated in those
parties (SP & BSP). They
have come to the BJP will-
ingly.” 

Akhilesh should bother about SP: Minister 
Press Trust of India 

Bareilly

PWD told to fill potholes
all over Uttarakhand 
DEHRADUN

Taking serious note of a road

accident which killed two

girls in the heart of the city,

Chief Minister Trivendra Singh

Rawat on Monday asked the

PWD department to fill

potholes all over the State at

the earliest. PTI 

A Muzaffarnagar court on
Monday granted the transit
remand of a suspected
Bangladeshi terrorist to Ut-
tar Pradesh police’s Anti Ter-
rorist Squad (ATS), which
will produce him in a Luc-
know court on Tuesday to
seek his custody.

Chief Judicial Magistrate
Gopal Tiwari allowed the
ATS transit remand of Ab-
dullah after which it took
him to Lucknow.

Abdullah, who was arres-
ted on Sunday by the ATS, is
allegedly associated with Is-
lamic extremist group An-
sarullah Bangla Team (ABT).

He was living in Kutesara
locality in Charthawal area
of Muzaffarnagar for the
past one month, Inspector
General, ATS, Asim Arun
said.

During interrogation, Ab-
dullah told ATS sleuths that

he used to prepare fake
identity proofs with the help
of one Faizan, resident of
Deoband, IG Arun said.

“The main task before the
ATS, as of now, is to arrest
Faizan who, according to
Abdullah, used to help him
prepare fake identity
proofs,” the IG was quoted
as saying by an ATS spokes-
person in Lucknow.

Meanwhile, five youths
were on Monday called for
interrogation in connection

with the case and were let
off as they were not found
involved in the crime, the IG
said.

Earlier, Abdullah had
been residing in the Deo-
band area of Saharanpur dis-
trict since 2011. He had man-
aged to get an Aadhaar card
and passport prepared on
the basis of fake identity, the
officer said.

He was associated with
the ABT and involved in pre-
paring fake identity proofs
of terrorists, especially from
Bangladesh, and help them
find safe hideouts in India,
Arun alleged.

According to the police,
ABT is an Al-Qaeda inspired
Islamic extremist group
based in Bangladesh.

ATS teams from Saharan-
pur, Muzaffarnagar and the
district police team from
Shamli conducted searches
after Abdullah’s arrest, the
police said.

ATS gets transit remand of
suspected Bangladeshi terrorist 
Will be produced in a Lucknow court today to seek his custody

Press Trust of India 

Muzaffarnagar/Lucknow

Suspected Bangladeshi
terrorist Abdullah *
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EAST

A man allegedly hacked his
aunt to death on Sunday
night in Odisha’s May-
urbhanj district on the sus-
picion that she was practi-
cing witchcraft. This is the
fourth such murder in the
tribal-dominated district in
the last one month.

Shiva Murmu of Thakur-
asahi village under the
Kaptipada police limits
killed his aunt, Gumi, hold-
ing her responsible for his
uncle’s death. His uncle,
Manu Murmu, died about 10
days ago. The accused sus-
pected that his aunt’s sor-
cery had played a part in his
uncle’s death. Shiva later
surrendered to the police.

Despite increased public

awareness and action by the
administration to tackle the
social menace, Odisha con-
tinues to witness a large
number of sorcery-related
cases.

Odisha Rationalist Soci-
ety, which has been main-
taining statistics of supersti-
tious-related violence in the
State basing on newspaper
reports, said as many 428
people have been killed
since 2010. Mayurbhanj is
leading the table with 79
murders.

“In July alone, seven
murders were committed
over witchcraft in the State.
During the current year, the
death-toll has already
touched 25. Last year, we
have documented 48 sor-
cery-related deaths in the

State,” said ORA secretary
Debendra Sutar.

While illiteracy and pre-
vailing blind-belief are
stated to be a few reasons
behind recurrence of these
heinous murders, rational-
ists have found sinister and
ulterior motives behind the
crime.

“In Gobarlundi village
under Sorada block of Gan-
jam district, three families
were ousted from village
after being branded as
witches in 2011. Sub-
sequently, their immovable
properties were encroached
upon by influential fellow
villagers. In a similar action,
villagers slapped a hefty Rs.
2 lakh fine each on three
more families in the same
village in 2017,” Mr. Sutar al-

leged, while hinting at the
complicity of the local po-
lice in the crime.

In Ganjam district, al-
though the number of
murders was low compared
to districts like Mayurbhanj
and Keonjhar, humiliation
and brutalisation was
severe. A woman on being
branded as witch was
forced to consume human
excreta.

In 2015 and 2016, May-
urbhanj district administra-
tion had initiated the pro-
cess to tackle the menace
systematically. It had edu-
cated tribal chieftains, held
street plays at weekly rural
markets and organised dif-
ferent workshops. But ef-
forts do not appear to be
enough to stop the menace.

Another sorcery-related killing in Mayurbhanj 
This is the fourth such murder in the tribal-dominated district in one month

Satyasundar Barik

BHUBANESWAR

The discovery of footmarks
of an unidentified wild an-
imal at Simanbadi in Kand-
hamal district on Monday,
has spread panic in the area
with the inhabitants fearing
that a tiger might be on the
prowl.

The footmarks were
found near the forest range
office at Simanbadi under
the Baliguda forest division.

However, forest officials
said there was no possibility
of the presence of a tiger in
the area. During the last ti-
ger census, no royal Bengal
tiger were enumerated in
Kandhamal district. That
aside, leopards too do not
venture into the Simanbadi
area although they are found
in the Kotagarh sanctuary
under the Baliguda forest
division.

Initial evidence hints that
the nocturnal wild animal
might not be from the cat
family. “Animals of the cat

family, including tigers and
leopards, have retractable
nails that never come out
during walking. But the foot-
marks have marks of sharp
nails,” said Divisional Forest
Officer, Baliguda, V.Karthick.

The footmarks are suspec-
ted to belong to some wild
animal like hyena or jackal.

Pictures and casts of the
footmark have been collec-
ted for identification of this
wild animal. Mr. Karthick
said a camera trap would be
set up in the area to take pic-
tures of the nocturnal wild

animal.

Three poachers held
Meanwhile, three poachers
involved in killing of wild
boars were nabbed by forest
officials in Berhampur forest
division of Ganjam district.

They were produced in a
court on Tuesday and their
bail plea was rejected. Ac-
cording to forest officials,
the poachers were rounded
up while they were skinning
a killed wild boar near the
Katuru Nuagaon village to
sell its meat. 

Pugmark of wild animal
sparks panic in Kandhamal
It was found near the forest range o�ce at Simanbadi 

Staff Reporter

BERHAMPUR

The pugmark seen in a �eld at Simanbadi in Kandhamal district
on Monday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT 

Naveen tops on Twitter
in Odisha 
BHUBANESWAR

Odisha Chief Minister Naveen

Patnaik on Monday emerged

as the most sought after

politician in the State having

above half-a-million

followers on the

microblogging site Twitter.

Mr. Patnaik is closely

followed by Union Minister

Dharmendra Pradhan having

4.56 lakh followers and BJD

MP Baijayant Panda’s 2.7 lakh

followers. PTI

IN BRIEF

Lightning claims three
lives in Odisha 
BHADRAK 

Three persons, including a

couple, were killed and two

others injured in lightning

strikes in Odisha’s Bhadrak

district on Monday. A farmer

and his wife died when

lightning struck them when

they were working in a paddy

field in Bhadrak rural area,

officials said. PTI 

Quake in Assam, no loss
reported 
GUWAHATI

A slight intensity earthquake

of 3.4 magnitude on the

Richter scale rocked Guwahati

and adjoining areas on

Monday but there was no loss

of life or property. The

earthquake took place at 4.55

p.m. PTI

Pigeons rest on wires against the backdrop of monsoon clouds in Kolkata on Monday. * PTI 
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Inside Kolkata 

The West Bengal Assembly
on Monday began discus-
sions on the West Bengal
Goods and Services Tax
(WBGST) bill to replace the
ordinance on the new tax
system.

Though GST has already
been rolled out across the
country from July 1, West
Bengal is yet to pass the
State GST bill due to reser-
vations in certain areas.

TMC member
Shilbhadra Dutta speaking
during the discussion criti-
cised the BJP-led govern-
ment at the Centre and
said: “Though we support
introduction of GST as a
noble concept, we don’t
agree to certain things im-
posed by Centre due to
which the poor are being
hurt.” Also the GST was in-
troduced hurriedly
without proper infrastruc-
ture, he said. 

Sukhobilas Burman
(Cong) questioned the
drafting of the bill.

Bengal
Assembly
debates GST 
Press trust of India

Kolkata

Gorkha Janmukti Morcha
(GJM) supremo Bimal
Gurung on Monday
threatened to intensify the
agitation in the Darjeeling
hills if the Centre did not in-
tervene to resolve the crisis
as the indefinite strike de-
manding a separate state of
Gorkhaland entered its 54th
day.

The GJM leadership had
on July 30 given a 10-day
deadline to the Centre to in-
tervene to resolve the crisis
in the hills, arising out of its
Gorkhaland demand.

“The deadline will end
soon, but if the Centre de-
cides to sit idle, we will in-
tensify our agitation in the
hills. The GJM is a constitu-

ent in the NDA government
at the Centre. We hope they
(BJP) will intervene to re-
solve the situation,” Mr.
Gurung told reporters.

GJM activists took out ral-
lies in various parts of the
hills, demanding restoration

of the Internet services,
which have been suspended
since June 18, and an imme-
diate withdrawal of police
personnel from the hills.

Meanwhile, West Bengal
CPI(M) secretary Surya
Kanta Mishra said efforts
should be made to initiate a
tripartite talk to resolve the
crisis in the Darjeeling hills.

“The situation in Darjeel-
ing is a matter of concern.
On the one hand, an indefin-
ite shutdown is going on and
on the other hand, there is a
severe shortage of food in
the hills.

Efforts should be made to
initiate a tripartite talk to
solve the crisis,” he said
while addressing the two-
day State committee meet-
ing of the party in Kolkata. 

Gurung threatens to intensify
protest in Darjeeling hills 

GJM activists demand restoration of Internet services

Press trust of India 

Darjeeling

Bimal Gurung 

A day after Odisha registered its
first swine flu death, the State
government has issued an advis-
ory to major private hospitals
asking them to create separate
screening facilities and isolation
wards along with ventilator sup-
port for management of influ-
enza H1N1 cases.

Two test positive
Of the three samples tested on
Sunday, two turned out to be
H1N1 positive in the government-
run Capital Hospital. As of now,
177 samples were tested, of
which 34 were found to be posit-
ive and one death has been re-
ported. “The facility should be
manned by trained staff with
proper infection control precau-
tion. 

Odisha issues
advisory on
swine �u 
Staff Reporter

BHUBANESWAR

For the first time, the BJP
has made an entry in the
Tripura Assembly after six
Trinamool Congress (TMC)
legislators joined the party
in Agartala on Monday
afternoon.

The MLAs, who defected
just a year ago from the Con-
gress to the TMC, an-
nounced that the BJP was
the only party that could en-
sure the end of the CPI(M)
regime in Tripura. Assembly
elections are due in the State
in February 2018.

Show of strength
Union Power Minister Dhar-
mendra Pradhan, Assam’s
Finance Minister and Chair-
man of NDA-affiliate North-
east Democratic Alliance
(NEDA) Himanta Biswa
Sarma, State BJP President
Biplab Kumar Deb and Cent-
ral observer Sunil Deodhar
received the MLAs into the
party at a ceremony and
handed them the party flag.

The event was preceded
by a huge procession
through the city led by the
six MLAs — Ashish Kumar
Saha, Sudip Roy Barman,
Pranjit Singha Roy,
Biswabandhu Sen, Diba
Chandra Hrangkhawl and
Dilip Sarkar — in an appar-

ent show of strength for the
BJP.

BJP’s national General
Secretary Ram Madhav and
Mr. Sarma reportedly played
a key role in persuading the
MLAs to join the party in a
bid to forge unity among the
opposition to take on CPI
(M), which has a strong or-
ganisation and support base
in Tripura. 

The CPI(M)-led Left Front
has been in power in

Tripura since 1978 except for
a break from 1988 to 1993.

‘People want change’
Mr. Barman, the leader of
six MLAs, said they would
“stand united in the BJP to
dislodge the CPI(M) in the
Assembly elections” just
seven months away. People
of the State desperately
wanted a change and their
aspirations would be ful-
filled, he added.

Meanwhile State Congress
President Birajit Sinha
termed the MLAs ‘opportun-
ist’ and said they did not
have any moral right to hold
legislative position since
they had been elected on
the Congress symbol. 

Interestingly, two promin-
ent former TMC leaders —
Ratan Chakraborty and
Surajit Datta, who had
joiend the BJP earlier —
skipped Monday’s event. 

Six Trinamool Congress
MLAs in Tripura join BJP
Defection of MLAs marks party’s entry into State Assembly

The six Trinamool Congress MLAs who joined the BJP at a meeting in Agartala on Monday. * PTI 

Syed Sajjad Ali

Agartala 
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Court denies bail to
Kerala MLA Vincent 
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

A district court here on

Monday denied bail to

Congress legislator M.

Vincent who was arrested on

the charge of repeatedly

raping a woman

acquaintance. It upheld the

prosecution’s argument that

allowing the bail would

jeopardise the probe and

pose a threat to the victim. 

IN BRIEF

MBBS spot admissions
only by govt.: Minister
THIRUVANANTHAPURAM 

The Kerala government will

carry out the spot allotment

for MBBS and BDS courses in

self-financing medical and

dental colleges in the State,

Minister for Health K.K.

Shÿlaja told the Assembly on

Monday. ”There is no question

of allowing management of

the self-financing medical

colleges to do spot

allotment,” she said.

The Environment Resource
Centre (ERC) of the Pampa
Parirakshana Samiti has ob-
served that indiscriminate
sand-mining, coupled with
unscientific interventions on
the riverbed by the govern-
ment agencies, has resulted
in alarming changes in the
riverine system of the
Pampa over the past two
decades.

ERC director K.S. Binu
and the samiti general sec-
retary N.K. Sukumaran Nair
told The Hindu that the
Pampa river basin had wit-
nessed an unprecedented
water scarcity during the
previous summer, from
January to June. A more or
less similar situation was
also reported from the basin
of the Varattar, a rivulet link-
ing the Pampa and the Man-

imala rivers. Moreover, the
Pampa waters in certain
parts of Chengannur were
found in a blackish colour
during the first week of
June. Water in almost all
wells in the immediate vicin-
ity of the riverbanks has de-
pleted. A 30-ft deep well
situated right on the Pampa
banks at Nedumprayar was
deepened by 4 ft to find

some carbonaceous clay like
soil in the bottom layer, Dr.
Binu says. 

Dr. Binu and Mr. Nair said
a study report submitted by
another expert team led by
Mr. Ajayakumar Varma, sci-
entist, has predicted only
another 55-year life for the
Pampa, if the present state
of affairs with the river sys-
tem continued. 

It witnessed unprecedented water scarcity last summer

Radhakrishnan Kuttoor 

PATHANAMTHITTA 

Study �nds serious changes
in Pampa riverine system 

Cause for concern: The carbonaceous clay like soil dug out from
a well at Nedumprayar on the banks of the Pampa river.

Thousands of children who
are living with HIV and
whose parents are infected,
who had been getting
monthly cash benefits under
the Karnataka government’s
Vishesha Palana Yojane,
have been stranded with the
scheme now being restric-
ted only for SC/ST children.

Launched in 2010, the
Vishesha Palana Yojane is a
cash incentive scheme to en-
sure nutrition, education,
care and support for HIV
positive children and those
who are affected either be-
cause their parents are in-
fected or have succumbed to
the disease.

Of more than 15,000 chil-
dren, who were getting a
monthly benefit of ₹750 a
month for orphans (both in-
fected and affected) and

₹650 a month for children of
a single parent under the
scheme since its launch,
only 4,365 affected and in-
fected children who fall un-
der SC/ST category are get-
ting paid for the last one
year.

Initially launched as a pi-
lot in 12 districts in 2010, it
was expanded to 16 districts
in 2012 and subsequently
across the State. 

It is implemented by the
Department of Women and
Child Welfare (DWCD)
through the district AIDS
prevention and control units
and positive networks. 

Essential incentive
This has left the parents of
such children worried, who
said the cash benefit is an es-
sential incentive for the well-
being of the children.

Chandrika from Ban-

galore HIV/AIDS Forum, said
although the beneficiaries
get an additional ₹500 a
year for education, the
monthly cash incentive is a
big amount for the affected
families.

She said the Forum mem-
bers will soon meet the
DWCD officials and submit a
memorandum urging that
the scheme be implemented
for all HIV children. 

“As it is people in our
community are facing
stigma and discrimination.
Now, the scheme being re-
stricted only to SC/ST chil-
dren will further add to our
trauma,” she added.

Narmada Anand, Project
Director (Integrated Child
Protection Scheme) in the
Department of Women and
Child Development, said the
scheme had been hit due to
shortage of funds. 

Scheme is now being restricted only to SC/ST children

Afshan Yasmeen

Bengaluru 

Fund crunch hits Karnataka’s cash
incentive scheme for HIV-a�ected 

The CPI (Maoist) has min-
imised recruiting women
into the dalams to avoid
marital issues and security
reasons, says a police offi-
cial. The Maoist leaders
have even discussed sev-
eral times the option of
stopping the recruitment
altogether.

Though women Naxal-
ites are found to be creat-
ing problems associated
with sentiments and rela-
tionships, mahila dalam
members continued with
dedication in the move-
ment. But the police who
are in the Anti-Naxal Squad
(ANS) operations observe
that there is a decrease in
recruitment.

“The Maoists take shel-
ter in tribal hamlets as they
are their sympathisers. Tri-
bal youth, including some
women who move with
dalams and participate in
their cultural programmes,
get attracted to Naxalism.
Still the Maoists are trying
to avoid recruitment of wo-
men,” said the police of-
ficer. Love-related issues
and illicit affairs are major
reasons, according to the
source. “We also observed
in the minutes written and
documented by the Naxal-
ites during plenums about
the ban on women recruit-
ment,” the official said.

A CRPF personnel, on
condition of anonymity,
said there were a good
number of women Naxal-
ites earlier, but their num-
ber had come down. “Ac-
cording to some
surrendered Naxalites,
there were issues such as
harassment by superiors,
negligence in elevation to
higher positions and dom-
ination by men.”

“Moreover, if a woman
member married a fellow
dalam member and con-
ceives, she will need med-
ical aid and proper diet,
which is not possible while
moving in the forests lead-
ing to couples surrender-
ing to the police,” said the
CRPF official quoting the
Naxalites.

‘Maoists
recruiting
fewer women’ 

Rajulapudi Srinivas

VIJAYAWADA 

All arrangements are in
place for the maiden
international workshop on
‘Production, Value
Addition, and Marketing of
Jackfruit’ to be held at the
Regional Agricultural
Research Station at
Ambalavayal in Wayanad,
Kerala, from August 9 to 14.

Speaker P.
Sreeramakrishnan will
formally inaugurate the
programme at 9.30 a.m. on
Saturday. Agriculture
Minister V.S. Sunil Kumar
will preside over the
function.

Organised jointly by the
Ministry of Agriculture and
Kerala Agricultural
University in association
with India Council for
Agricultural Research,
International Fruit
Network, and National

Horticulture Board, among
others, the six-day
programme will focus on
preparation of value-added
products from the fruit,
scope of marketing, and
export of jackfruit products.

“Jackfruit has enormous
potential in the State, but it
is yet to be tapped properly
owing to the dearth of
network and marketing
opportunities,” said P.

Rajendran, Associate
Director of Research, RARS,
Ambalavayal.

“The international event,
with participation of
experts from various
countries, will set the stage
for formulation of potential
value addition, processing
and marketing avenues for
the fruit,” Mr. Rajendran
added.

As many as 17 experts

from five countries
including Malaysia, Sri
Lanka, Vietnam, Thailand,
Bangladesh will handle
sessions on the topics.

200 stalls
More than 200 stalls,
including a stall from
Malaysia, would be put up
at the venue for selling
value-added products
prepared from the fruit, Dr.
Rajendran added. An
international exhibition
with 200 ready-to-eat
products from jackfruit will
be the major cynosure of
the event, he said. A
jackfruit feast with 20
dishes for 2,000 persons
will be held on Saturday.

Apart from exhibitions,
seminars and competitions
for public, cultural
programmes would also be
held in connection with the
festival, Dr. Rajendran said.

Jackfruit fete to kick o� tomorrow
A workshop on the value of the fruit will be held in Wayanad from August 9-14

Staff Reporter 

KALPETTA

Yet to be tapped: Experts from �ve countries will handle
sessions on the processing & marketing avenues of the fruit. 

On a spree: Wild elephants spotted near a human settlement at Bommanoor in Peringottukurussy, near Palakkad, on Monday. The
elephants destroyed crops, including paddy. * K. K. MUSTAFAH
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Turf war

A case of culpable homicide
not amounting to murder,
under Section 304 of the In-
dian Penal Code, is being re-
gistered against at least six
hospitals in Kollam and
Thiruvananthapuram dis-
tricts for refusing to admit a
seriously injured victim of a
road accident resulting in his
death seven hours after the
accident.

State Police Chief Loknath
Behera, in a Facebook post,
stated that strong action
would be taken against the
hospitals “responsible for
this reprehensible offence.” 

Kollam City Police Com-
missioner S. Ajeetha Beegum
told The Hindu that the case
was being registered on the
basis of the statement given
by the driver of the ICU am-
bulance, Raju, who took the
victim to the hospitals on
Sunday night. While the
Chathannur police have re-
gistered the accident case,
the Kottiyam police have re-

gistered the case under Sec-
tion 304 of the IPC. 

No ventilators
The victim, Murugan, 30, a
native of Tirunelveli district
in Tamil Nadu, made a living
by milking cows in Kollam
and resides at Kottiyam. Mur-
ugan was travelling with a
friend on Sunday on a motor-

cycle, which collided with a
scooter on National Highway
66 near Ithikara at 10 p.m.
and sustained serious head
injuries. The police rushed
him to the Kottiyam KIMS
Hospital but was told that no
ventilators were free. 

The police engaged the
ambulance driven by Raju to
try other hospitals. He took

the injured to Medicity
where again no ventilator
was available. He then went
to Meditrina, which too
denied admission. 

A PTI report quoting po-
lice sources said the hospit-
als refused to admit Murugan
as there was no other person
other than the driver with
him.

Seeing that the victim was
still alive, Raju rushed him to
the Thiruvananthapuram
Government Hospital 72 km
away. There he was informed
that a ventilator would be
available only after three
hours. Murugan was then
rushed to SUT Hospital and
KIMS Hospital in
Thiruvananthapuram, but
admission was denied. 

At the next stop at Azeezia
Medical College Hospital at
Pooyapally back in Kollam
district, 70 km away, again
treatment was not given. 

Finally, at the Kollam Gov-
ernment Hospital, Murugan
was declared dead-on-arrival
about 6 a.m. on Monday.

Turned away by 7 hospitals, victim dies
Case against six hospitals in Kerala for not admitting the seriously injured accident victim

Corruption in the area of
political finance and elect-
oral funding is here to stay
and is intractable, but in-
stead of waiting for a change,
one has to do the best to pre-
vent and eliminate it, N.
Ram, former Editor-in-Chief
of The Hindu, said here on
Monday. 

“There is no such thing
called political corruption. It
[corruption] is pervasive,
omnipresent and multifari-
ous,” he said at an interact-
ive session on his latest
book, Why scams are here to
stay: Understanding political
corruption in India, organ-
ised by Hyd Park, in associ-
ation with ITP Software. 

The effort to streamline

political funding from big
donors with changes in the
Finance Bill would have little
impact as even the proposed
political bonds could be

used as a way to pay kick-
backs, he said. 

Minister K.T. Rama Rao
said huge electoral spending
was not confined to India,

and referred to the enorm-
ous spendings in U.S. elec-
tions.

Karri Sriram, author, co-
ordinated the programme.
Mayor Bonthu Rammohan
was present.

Meets KCR
Telangana Chief Minister K.
Chandrasekhar Rao, who
met Mr. Ram, opined that
the GST was not a reflection
of true federalism but only
partial federalism. One had
to wait and see for its results. 

He said there were diver-
gent opinions on the GST
slab system, and one had to
wait for the Centre’s reaction
on the issues raised by the
State. Mr. Ram, who made a
courtesy call on Mr. Rao,
presented his book to him.

Graft pervasive, intractable: N. Ram 
‘But instead of waiting for a change, one has to do the best to eliminate it’

R. Ravikanth Reddy 

HYDERABAD 

N. Ram, Chairman of Kasturi & Sons Ltd., presenting his book to
Telangana Chief Minister K. Chandrashekar Rao in Hyderabad
on Monday. * NAGARA GOPAL

The Karnataka Cabinet on
Monday approved a cul-
tural policy for the State
aimed at promoting Kan-
nada culture and language.
Law and Parliamentary Af-
fairs Minister T.B. Jay-
achandra said after a Cab-
inet meeting that the
cultural policy was drafted
based on the recommenda-
tions of a six-member com-
mittee headed by writer
Baragur Ramachandrappa. 

The committee submit-
ted a 68-page report with
44 recommendations in
June 2014. 

Separate State flag
Interestingly, the Cabinet
has cleared the policy
against the backdrop of the
State government’s strong
stand on issues such as ad-
opting a separate State flag. 

The panel’s recom-
mendations include setting
up of committees on har-
mony to deal with com-
munal tensions and mak-
ing it mandatory for a
committee to be formed to
consider a ban on any liter-
ary work. Mr. Jayachandra
said a grant of ₹59.68 crore
would be given for imple-
menting the policy in
2017-18.

No arbitrary ban 
The policy will help intro-
duce measures to curb the
tendency to ban Kannada
books for trivial reasons. It
would also work for de-
centralisation of the De-
partment of Kannada and
Culture, formation of
search committees to se-
lect chairpersons to vari-
ous academies and author-
ities to depoliticise
appointments, establishing
district art galleries, formu-
lating separate pro-
grammes to help artists in
distress, and creation of
Bayalata, Sugama Sangeeta
and Nritya academies.

Karnataka
approves
cultural
policy
Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

Karnataka Energy Minister
D.K. Shivakumar was ques-
tioned by senior income tax
officials for nearly three
hours here on Monday. I-T
sources said the Minister
was given a questionnaire
on the alleged undisclosed
income and suspect finan-
cial transactions. While Mr.
Shivakumar answered some
questions, he sought time to
respond to others with help
from his auditor. The I-T de-
partment conducted search
and seizure operations
against Mr. Shivakumar for
four days from Wednesday.
It summoned him and sev-
eral others for questioning
on Monday. 

The Minister arrived as
per the summons, at 11 a.m.,
and left at 3 p.m. Mr. Shivak-
umar refused to comment
on the I-T action or on polit-
ical questions. “The I-T de-
partment has the authority
to search the premises of

any businessman and sum-
mon him. This is not the first
time I have come. I have re-
spected the summons and
answered their questions.
The I-T officials have not
asked me to come again im-
mediately,” he said.

Staff Reporter

Bengaluru

Answering summons: Minister D.K. Shivakumar at the Income
Tax department o�ce on Monday. * PTI

Income tax o�cers quiz
Shivakumar for 3 hours

The State Human Rights
Commission (SHRC) on
Monday opened an
inquiry into the incident
of an accident victim
succumbing to his injuries
after he was allegedly
denied treatment at
several hospitals. SHRC
acting chairperson P.
Mohandas has called for a
detailed report on the
death of Tamil Nadu

native Murugan.
Meanwhile, the

medical college hospital
here said lack of
ventilator facility had
forced it to refer
Murugan to another
hospital with trauma-
care facility. The
authorities clarified that
they had not refused
treatment to Murugan
on the ground that
none had accompanied
him. 

SHRC orders probe 
Special Correspondent

Thiruvananthapuram

Special Correspondent

KOLLAM

Precious time lost: Murugan, who was injured in an accident at
Kottiyam on Sunday night, inside an ICU ambulance.
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Despite a ban imposed by the
Rajasthan High Court on the
traditional tonga race organ-
ised annually in Nagaur dis-
trict, the BJP government in
the State has initiated a move
to revive the controversial
custom on the pretext of
“public sentiments” attached
to it.

After Chief Minister
Vasundhara Raje gave in-
structions for finding a “pos-
itive solution” to the issue,
the political leadership and
administrative machinery
here have launched an exer-
cise to get a legal way out to
restart the horse-cart run.
The High Court had outlawed
the race in 2015 citing cruelty
to animals.

Last race in 2014
The last race at Mundiad in
Nagaur took place in 2014, as
the High Court's direction
came shortly after the Su-
preme Court's ban on
Jallikattu (bull racing) in
Tamil Nadu. 

The court took into ac-
count a study submitted by
the Animal Welfare Board of
India (AWBI) and directed
the State authorities to en-
sure the well-being of anim-
als and adhere to the Preven-
tion of Cruelty to Animals

Act.
The AWBI's report had

pointed out that the cruelty
to horses was inherent when
they were forced to run for
36 kilometres on hard con-
crete or tarred roads on the
Mundiad-Kharnal-Nagaur
route on the occasion of fairs
dedicated to Lord Ganesha
and Lord Tejaji. The tongas
ran amid heavy traffic with
thousands of spectators
shouting by the roadside.

While some MLAs have de-
manded that the State gov-
ernment adopt the ordin-

ance route, taking cue from
Tamil Nadu's move on
Jallikattu, to restart the tonga
race at the Tejaji fair later this
month, State Cooperative
and Gopalan Minister Ajay
Singh Kilak said on Monday
that a solution would be for-
mulated given the High
Court's direction, legal as-
pects and people's
sentiments.

Mr. Kilak, who convened a
high-level meeting at the
Chief Minister's Office here,
said he had instructed the
Nagaur Collector to interact

with the community mem-
bers and organisations at-
tached to the fair and get
their opinion. “An appropri-
ate decision will be taken in
public interest after consider-
ing all aspects [of the issue],”
he said.

Matter in SC
The State government is find-
ing it difficult to resolve the
matter mainly because it is
pending in the Supreme
Court. The apex court is ex-
amining the question of
whether the tonga races can

be banned and whether
horses can be equated with
bulls. The High Court's judg-
ment has been challenged on
the grounds that it had erro-
neously followed the ban on
Jallikattu.

Political leaders of the re-
gion, including Khinvsar
MLA Hanuman Beniwal,
have maintained that the
race has been a part of the
local culture and religious
tradition and it does not have
any trait of cruelty to anim-
als. Mr. Beniwal also raised
the issue in the State As-
sembly earlier this year.

Poor care
At a meeting convened in
Nagaur over the weekend,
the elected representatives
said the matter would be rep-
resented appropriately with
facts and documents in the
Supreme Court, along with
the plea for early hearing,
and the AWBI would be re-
quested to reconsider its
stand.

The AWBI had contended
in the High Court that the
horses used for the race in
Nagaur were not only finding
it frightening and distressing,
but were also suffering from
faulty conformation and
pathological abnormalities of
the foot as a result of poor
care and farriery practices. 

Govt mulls restarting tonga race 
After ban by Rajasthan HC, State leadership considering legal solution citing ‘public sentiments’

In the long run: An AWBI report pointed out that cruelty to horses was inherent when they are
forced to run for 36 kilometres on hard concrete or tarred roads. * FILE PHOTO

Mohammed Iqbal

JAIPUR

A united e�ort needed
to beat BJP: Virbhadra
SHIMLA

Himachal Pradesh Chief

Minister Virbhadra Singh on

Monday called upon

Congress workers in the State

to remain committed to the

party under all circumstances

and make a united effort to

defeat the BJP in the

upcoming Assembly polls. He

said the BJP believes in

autocracy, not democracy. PTI

IN BRIEF

Four killed in road
accident in Punjab 
MOGA

All the four occupants of a car

were killed when their vehicle

collided with a truck at Kot

Ise Khan near here on

Monday, the police said. The

accident occurred when the

car, which was going towards

Dharamkot, collided with the

truck, laden with wheat bags,

coming from the opposite

direction, they said. PTI

Wanted dacoit killed in
encounter with police 
SATNA (MP)

The Madhya Pradesh police

have killed a wanted dacoit in

an encounter in the district’s

Pukharwar forest area.

Lalit Patel (23), who was

carrying a reward of ₹50,000

on his head, was gunned

down by the police on Sunday

evening, an official said. The

police recovered a 315-bore

rifle and live cartridges. PTI

A few tribal girls studying in a
residential girls’ school in
Dantewada district of south
Chhattisgarh have accused
some Central Reserve Police
Force (CRPF) men of “inde-
cent behavior and molesta-
tion” last week.

The incident allegedly took
place on July 31 inside the res-
idential school premises in
Palnar village of Dantewada
during a “Raksha Bandhan”

programme organised by a
local news channel.

“A local news channel was
given permission by the CRPF
sector IG to conduct a Raksha
Bandhan programme at the
CRPF camp in Palnar on July
31. On August 1, the warden
of the residential tribal girls’
school, the District Education
Officer of Dantewada and
some members of the district
council went to the district
collector with a complaint
that some CRPF men had in-

dulged in indecent behavior
with some girls in the resid-
ential tribal girls’ school dur-
ing the programme. They
complained that the girls
were allegedly frisked by
some CRPF men when they
went to the washroom,” said
Mr. Ajay Singh, Deputy In-
spector General of the CRPF,
Operations in Chhattisgarh
sector.

The incident came to light
after social activist Himanshu
Kumar posted it on some so-

cial media sites and groups
on Monday. Mr. Kumar
claimed that some CRPF men
followed the girls to the wash-
room and molested three of
them.

Women in panel
Mr. Singh, meanwhile, in-
formed that two inquiries
have been ordered into the
incident. “One inquiry has
been ordered by the Dante-
wada district collector. The
CRPF has also ordered a de-

partmental inquiry. We have
requested the Dantewada dis-
trict collector to include max-
imum female members in the
inquiry committee. The CRPF
inquiry will be headed by the
CRPF DIG Dantewada range
and female members will be
part of the panel. Strict ac-
tion will be taken against any-
one found guilty in the re-
port. If any of our men are
found involved, they will lose
their jobs and go to jail,” said
Mr. Singh.

CRPF men accused of molesting tribal girls 
Incident allegedly took place during Raksha Bandhan programme in Dantewada; inquiry ordered

Pavan Dahat

NAGPUR

40-year-old woman
raped in UP hospital 
HARDOI (UP) 

A 40-year-old woman was

allegedly raped at a district

women’s hospital by the son

of a cleaner employed there,

police said on Monday. The

victim, who is reportedly

mentally disturbed, is in a

critical condition. The accused

was held after people caught

him in the act and handed him

over to the police. PTI

Weather Watch
Rainfall, temperature & air quality in select metros yesterday

Temperature Data: IMD, Pollution Data: CPCB, Map: Skymet (Taken at 18.00 Hrs)

Forecast for Tuesday: Heavy to very heavy rainfall likely at isol-
ated places over SubHimalayan West Bengal, Sikkim, Arunachal
Pradesh, Assam and Meghalaya; heavy rain likely at isolated
places over Jammu & Kashmir, Himachal Pradesh, Uttarakhand,
Punjab, Haryana, Chandigarh, Delhi, Uttar Pradesh, East Ra-
jasthan, Chhattisgarh and Bihar.

city rain max min city rain max min

Agartala.............17.6.... 32.1.... 26.4 Kozhikode .............1.8.... 31.9.... 25.1

Ahmedabad..........0.5.... 32.3.... 25.8 Kurnool .................0.9.... 34.2.... 25.2

Aizatwl .................. — .... 29.2.... 11.4 Lucknow..............28.0.... 34.8.... 25.9

Allahabad ............3.3.... 35.0.... 28.0 Madurai................... —.... 37.4.... 26.4

Bengaluru .............. —.... 31.2.... 21.2 Mangaluru.............8.0.... 30.0.... 24.5

Bhopal................... —.... 27.2.... 24.4 Mumbai.................0.8.... 31.1.... 26.4

Bhubaneswar ......... —.... 33.3.... 27.4 Mysuru.................... —.... 31.9.... 19.8

Chandigarh ..........0.4.... 32.3.... 28.6 New Delhi .............1.4.... 34.0.... 29.1

Chennai .............15.3.... 34.9.... 27.0 Patna ...................... — .... 35.2.... 28.1

Coimbatore..........1.7.... 33.2.... 23.6 Port Blair ............10.8.... 32.0.... 24.2

Dehradun.............0.8.... 31.6.... 24.5 Puducherry............0.1.... 35.0.... 24.6

Gangtok.............20.7.... 22.6.... 18.8 Pune ....................... —.... 28.8.... 21.8

Goa ....................... —.... 27.0.... 24.0 Raipur .................42.2.... 30.0.... 25.0

Guwahati ............... —.... 32.6.... 27.5 Ranchi.................10.6.... 31.4.... 22.1

Hubballi................. —.... 28.0.... 22.0 Shillong...............31.7.... 23.6.... 16.8

Hyderabad ............. —.... 33.8.... 24.5 Shimla.................26.0.... 22.2.... 18.1

Imphal.................6.5.... 28.4.... 22.8 Srinagar .................. —.... 33.3.... 22.0

Jaipur .................... —.... 32.6.... 26.1 Trivandrum ...........0.5.... 30.4.... 24.8

Kochi...................2.0.... 31.0.... 24.2 Tiruchi .................... —.... 38.3.... 27.4

Kohima..............17.2.... 26.0.... 18.0 Vijayawada .............. —.... 37.0.... 26.8

Kolkata................0.3.... 31.6.... 27.4 Visakhapatnam ......... —.... 33.8.... 24.5

Particulate matter in the air you are breathing Yesterday

CITIES SO2 NO2 CO PM2.5 PM10 CODE

In observations made at
4 p.m., Howrah recorded
an air quality index (AQI)
score of 207, indicating
high levels of pollutants
in the air. In contrast,
Thiruvananthapuram
recorded a
healthy AQI score of 44.

Ahmedabad......... ....— .....— ...—........— .......—.......—

Bengaluru ........... ....4....32..16...... 14 .......— ......*

Chennai .............. ....7....14..92...... 65 .......— ......*

Delhi................... ..13....35..47.... 214 .......— ......*

Hyderabad .......... ..42....14..11...... 73 ...115 ......*

Kolkata ............... ..20....32..26........— .....72 ......*

Lucknow ............. ....6..157..36...... 69 .....00 ......*

Mumbai .............. ....9....24..10...... 35 .....60 ......*

Pune ................... ..58......4..72...... 26 .....49 ......*

Vishakhapatnam.. ..33....19..34.... 129 ...160 ......*

Air Quality Code: * Poor * Moderate * Good

SO2: Sulphur Dioxide. Short-term exposure can harm the respiratory system,

making breathing difficult. It can affect visibility by reacting with other air

particles to form haze and stain culturally important objects such as statues

and monuments.

NO2: Nitrogen Dioxide. Aggravates respiratory illness, causes haze to form by

reacting with other air particles, causes acid rain, pollutes coastal waters.

CO: Carbon monoxide. High concentration in air reduces oxygen supply to

critical organs like the heart and brain. At very high levels, it can cause

dizziness, confusion, unconsciousness and even death.

PM2.5 & PM10: Particulate matter pollution can cause irritation of the eyes,

nose and throat, coughing, chest tightness and shortness of breath, reduced

lung function, irregular heartbeat, asthma attacks, heart attacks and

premature death in people with heart or lung disease
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Maharashtra party
expels Minister 
PUNE

Ending months of political

drama, Maharashtra Minister

Sadabhau Khot was on

Monday formally ‘expelled’

from the Raju Shetti-led

Swabhimani Paksha. The

announcement was formally

made by Swabhimani Paksha

leader Dashrath Sawant here.

“His [Sadabhau’s] actions

have tarnished the party’s

image. Besides, his activities

have discredited the party’s

standing among farmers,” Mr.

Sawant said.

IN BRIEF

Goa Speaker bans mobile
phones in Assembly
PANAJI

Speaker of the Goa

Legislative Assembly Pramod

Sawant on Monday banned

the use of mobile phones by

legislators on the floor of the

Assembly. The decision was

announced by Mr. Sawant in

his valedictory remarks on the

last day of the monsoon

session, which had begun on

July 18. He said that the

decision to ban mobile

phones was taken after it was

seen that MLAs were

answering phone calls or

using their smartphones

while House proceedings

were on. The ban will come

into force from the next

session of the Assembly.

A court here on Monday sen-
tenced 16 Somali pirates to
seven years in prison for hi-
jacking a fishing vessel from
Iran in 2011 and taking its Ir-
anian and Pakistani crew
hostage.

“Sessions judge J.C. Jag-
dale sentenced the accused
to seven years in jail for con-
spiracy, attempt to murder,
kidnapping and offences un-
der Unlawful Activities Pre-
vention Act,” said special
public prosecutor Ranjeet
Sangle.

The court also imposed a
fine of ₹14,000 on each of
them, while directing the
government to deport them
to Somalia after they serve
their prison terms.

Near Lakshadweep
Indian naval ship Suvarna,
on anti-piracy patrol off the
coast of Lakshadweep, was
informed on March 26, 2011
that the Maersk Kensington,
a merchant vessel, was at-
tacked by pirates operating
from MV Morteza, a hijacked
vessel, and two skiffs.

The INS Suvarna rushed

to the spot and directed the
pirate vessel to stop engines.
However, the pirates opened
fire. The retaliatory fire by
the Navy led to a blaze on
MV Morteza. The Navy res-
cued its crew members — 12
Iranians and four Pakistanis
— and took 16 Somali pirates
into custody.

The MV Morteza had set
sail from Chah Bahar in Iran
with 18 crew members. It
was hijacked near Seychelles
and taken to Somalia by the
pirates, who rigged it up as a
‘mother vessel’ for launch-
ing piracy attacks.

16 Somali pirates get 7 years in prison 

Arrested by Navy during attack on merchant vessel in 2011

Press Trust of India

Mumbai

“We can only feel sorry for
the people of Haryana,” the
Supreme Court noted in a
judgment on how the State
Food Commission, set up
under the National Food Se-
curity Act in Haryana, sits
jobless and without proper
infrastructure owing to the
State government's
lacklustre response to the
four-year-old welfare
legislation.

The judgment by a Bench
of Justices Madan B. Lokur
and N.V. Ramana listed nine
other States —Madhya Pra-
desh, Karnataka, Andhra
Pradesh, Telangana, Maha-
rashtra, Gujarat, Jharkhand,
Bihar and Chhattisgarh —
who came under its scanner
for their damp response to
the food security law meant
to quell the hunger pangs of
millions of poor families, wo-
men and children living be-
low the poverty line.

The Supreme Court said
the Centre cannot look the
other way, passing the buck
on to the States for not im-
plementing the law. Refer-
ring to Article 256 of the
Constitution, the judgment
said the “Government of In-
dia cannot plead helpless-
ness in requiring State Gov-
ernments to implement
parliamentary laws”.

In his separate view,

Justice Ramana focused on
the spirit of co-operative fed-
eralism unique to the Indian
democracy. Stating that
here, the “Union and the
States are co-equals”, Justice
Ramana exhorted the exec-
utive powers to bridge the
growing gap between the
Centre and State govern-
ments. 

No recourse for citizens
He wrote that States cannot
ignore the “plight of the
common man”. It was time
to start a “meaningful dia-
logue” between the Centre
and the State governments
to save people, especially liv-
ing in the drought-affected
areas from abject poverty.

But in the course of the
judgment, Justice Lokur ex-

pressed skepticism about the
motivation of the Centre and
the States to implement the
much-needed law, which has
now been lying in the back
burner for years. At one
point, the judgment asks it-
self an open-ended question:
“What remedy does a citizen
of India have if the Govern-
ment of India does not issue
a direction and the State
Government or the Union
Territory does not imple-
ment a law passed by
Parliament?"

“Mere schemes without
any implementation are of
no use. Similarly, one may
ask what use is a law passed
by Parliament if State Gov-
ernments and Union Territ-
ories do not implement it at
all, let alone implement it in

letter and spirit,” Justice
Lokur wrote.

In a series of directions,
the court ordered the Secret-
ary in the Union Ministry of
Consumer Affairs, Food and
Public Distribution to meet
with State Chief Secretaries
by August 31 and brainstorm
ways and means to imple-
ment the food security law. 

Frame rules
The court directed the gov-
ernment to frame rules and
designate independent offi-
cials for a grievance re-
dressal mechanism under
the Act within a year. It dir-
ected the States to set up
State Food Commissions and
vigilance committees in
every state by the end of the
year and set up a social audit
machinery.

The National Food Secur-
ity Bill was passed by both
Houses of Parliament and re-
ceived the assent of the Pres-
ident on September 10, 2013.
Almost four years have gone
by but the authorities and
bodies mandated to be set
up under the National Food
Security Act, 2013 have not
yet been made functional in
some States.

The court expresses it its
disappointment when the
Haryana government
blatantly said there is
“hardly any work for the
State Food Commission”.

Food security: SC raps Centre, States 
What use is a law passed by Parliament if States do not implement it, asks court 

Krishnadas Rajagopal

NEW DELHI 

Damp response: The food security law should quell the hunger
of those below the poverty line, the Supreme Court said. * AP

There was barely any space
for more than one person in
the cramped mud-walled
room as two handlooms oc-
cupied most of it. Basudeb
Das, 76, whose family is en-
gaged in weaving traditional
cotton saris — known as taant
in Bengal — was staring
blankly at the wall on a Sat-
urday afternoon. Before the
Goods and Services Tax
(GST) was introduced in July
1, the room witnessed hectic
activities of weaving saris
and was filled with the clat-
tering sound of handlooms.

But with the confusion on
whether GST would be levied
on taant saris, business for
these weavers has almost
stopped over the past
month. However, five per
cent GST has been imposed
on cotton and yarn, raw ma-
terials for taant saris. Mr. Das

is one of at least 8,000
weavers in the Rajbalhat area
in Hooghly district’s Jangi-
para block whose livelihood
has been jeopardised due to
the confusion regarding GST. 

Weavers in other districts
such as Nadia, Bankura and
Purba Bardhaman are facing
a similar crisis. According to
the Handloom Census of In-
dia (2009-10) there are 4.07
lakh households in Bengal in-
volved in the sector.

“The producers (sari mer-
chants) — who provide the
weavers with cotton yarn
and other raw materials for
the sari and then sell the fin-
ished product — have nearly
stopped giving us any work
due to the confusion over
GST,” Mr. Das told The Hindu.
Earlier Mr. Das used earn

about ₹600 a week but after
the introduction of GST, it
has come down to ₹200 a
week. He along with his ail-
ing wife and a daughter are
now struggling to make both
ends meet. 

According to the produ-
cers they are yet to get any
idea on whether there is any
GST imposed on taant saris.
Moreover, they do not have
the required infrastructure
for the billing process under
GST norms. 

“We are totally clueless
whether there is any GST on
taant saris as well as the pro-
cess of billing under GST,”
one of the producers of taant
saris in Rajbalhat Susanta Sil
said. He also said as a result it
had become “extremely diffi-
cult” for them to sell the saris
at wholesale markets in Kolk-
ata’s Burrabazar as well as to
buyers from Bihar and
Odisha as they were asking
for “bills prepared as per
GST norms.”

For the weavers in Nadia
district the situation is
equally grim. The district is
known for the famous vari-
ant of taant sari namely ‘Jam-
dani’ and ‘Tangail’. While
the name ‘Jamdani’ is de-
rived from Persian word
‘Jam’ meaning a cup and
‘dani’ meaning ‘container’,
‘Tangail’ originates from a
district of the same name in
Bangladesh. “We can’t even
buy yarn without going
through the complicated
billing process under GST. If
such a situation continues I
will have no option but to
shut down my business,”
said Asit Das, a weaver from
district’s Shantipur town.

When contacted Bengal’s
Minister of State for the Mi-
cro, Small, Medium Enter-
prises and Textile Swapan
Debnth only said: “The
weavers in Bengal are facing
severe inconveniences due
to the confusion surrounding
GST.”

GST ties Bengal’s traditional weavers in knots
Livelihood of four lakh households 
across State jeopardised 

A web of confusion: Basudeb Das, a weaver, at his house in Rajbalhat . * SOUMYA DAS

Soumya Das

Hooghly

The Goods and Services Tax
Council (GST Council), dur-
ing its 20th meeting on Sat-
urday, recommended that
the Centre increase the max-
imum limit for the cess that
can be levied on most motor
vehicles from 15% to 25%,
the government announced
on Monday. The reason for
this, according to the GST
Council’s Fitment Commit-
tee, was that the post-GST
tax incidence on motor
vehicles across most categor-
ies was significantly lower
than the pre-GST tax. 

“The GST Council...re-
commended that the Central
Government may move legis-

lative amendments required
for increase in the maximum
ceiling of cess leviable on
motor vehicles falling under
headings 8702 and 8703, in-
cluding SUVs, to 25% instead
of the present 15%,” the gov-
ernment said in a release.
“However, the decision on
when to raise the actual cess
leviable on the same will be
taken by the GST Council in
due course.”

Category 8702 comprises
“motor vehicles for the
transport of 10 or more per-
sons, including the driver”,
while Category 8703 com-
prises “motor cars and other
motor vehicles principally
designed for the transport of
persons (other than those of

heading 8702) including sta-
tion wagons and racing cars
(other than cars for physic-
ally handicapped persons)”.

‘Highly disappointed’
“We are highly disappointed
with the decision,” Roland
Folger, MD & CEO, Mercedes-
Benz India, said in a state-
ment. “

We believe this will be a
strong deterrent to the
growth of luxury cars in this
country. As a leading luxury
car maker, this will also af-
fect our future plans of ex-
pansion under the ‘Make in
India’ initiative.”

“With this hike in cess, we
expect the volumes of the
luxury industry to deceler-
ate, thus offsetting any
growth in the potential rev-
enue generation that could
have come with the estim-

ated volume growth,” Mr.
Folger added.

The GST Council, how-
ever, argued that the hike in
the cess was justified as it
only brought the current tax
incidence in line with what
existed before GST.

“The difference in tax in-
cidence calculated earlier
and now is primarily on ac-
count of the fact that earlier
the value based on which the
tax incidence was estimated
was inclusive of excise duty,
while it should have been
value net of VAT as well as
excise duties,” a GST Council
document reviewed by The
Hindu said.

“Net of 28% GST, to main-
tain the pre-GST tax incid-
ence, the highest compensa-
tion cess rate required will
be 26.5%, based on tax incid-
ence estimated with refer-

ence to assessable value for
excise duty and dealer’s
margin,” the document ad-
ded. “Further, if the tax in-
cidence is estimated on
value not including dealer’s
margin, the maximum rate
for compensation cess will
increase accordingly.”

States’ compensation
“The purpose of the cess is
to compensate the States for
any loss,” Pratik Jain, Partner
and Leader of Indirect Tax at
PwC India said. “It might
have been better to first see
how much loss, if any, is be-
ing incurred by the States,
before deciding to change
the rates of the compensa-
tion cess.”

When contacted, the Soci-
ety of Indian Automobile
Manufacturers declined to
comment. 

Cess limit on motor vehicles raised to 25%
‘Strong deterrent to growth’, says
Mercedes-Benz India MD & CEO

TCA Sharad Raghavan

NEW DELHI

<> Sari merchants have

nearly stopped

giving us work due

to the confusion

over GST

Basudeb Das

Weaver

Presence or absence of
food in the stomach of a
murder victim cannot be
regarded as conclusive
evidence of the time of the
crime, the Supreme Court
has held.

The judgment by a
Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri
and R.K. Agrawal relates to
a case of murder in Maha-
rashtra in 2008. 

One of the grounds of
appeal against conviction
was the testimony of a pro-
secution witness, who told
the trial court that he and
the victim had bhel (puffed
rice) just before the
murder. However, the post-
mortem examination
found no food in the
stomach.

Justice Agrawal, who
wrote the judgment, said
the presence or absence of
food at the time of post-
mortem would hinge on
various factors and circum-
stances such as the type
and nature of the food con-
sumed, the time it was
taken and the age of the
person concerned. Con-
firming the guilt of the ac-
cused, the court said there
was no reliable evidence to
pinpoint exactly when the
victim consumed bhel.

SC: food in
stomach
won’t prove
time of crime
Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Acting on a 14-month-old
Madras High Court direc-
tion to prevent ‘honour’
killings, the Madurai and
Salem city police on
Monday formed special
cells for protecting inter-
caste couples against
threats from within and out-
side their communities. 

The move was hailed by
several politicians and civil
rights activists, who have
been demanding stringent
action against perpetrators
of hate crimes linked to
inter-caste marriages.

In Madurai, the cell will
function under the supervi-
sion of the Deputy Commis-
sioner of Police (Law and
Order), the District Adi

Dravidar Welfare Officer
and the District Social Wel-
fare Officer. 

The Inspectors of the Ser-
ious Crime Squad and the
Crime Prevention Cell have
been designated to receive
complaints from inter-caste
couples facing trouble. A
helpline (0452-2346302)
can also be used to lodge
complaints. 

Staff Reporter

MADURAI

Special cells to protect inter-caste couples

₹1.91 crore in old
currency seized in Vizag 
VISAKHAPATNAM

The City Task Force (CTF)

team led by ACP I. Chittibabu

raided a premises at

Abidnagar in Akkayyapalem

and seized ₹1.91 crore in old

currency and arrested three

persons who were trying to

push the currency into the

market, here on Monday.

Joint Commissioner of Police

Nagendra Kumar said the

accused were in possession of

the amount in the

denominations of ₹1,000 and

₹500. 
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EDITORIAL

T
he issue of women’s safety comes under the na-

tional limelight with shameful regularity. The re-

cent incident of a woman being pursued at night

by men in a car in Chandigarh is a reminder that neither

law nor public odium is a su�cient deterrent to such

crimes. Two men, one of them the son of the Bharatiya

Janata Party’s Haryana State unit chief, have been

booked for stalking the woman. They have been re-

leased on bail; Section 354D of the Indian Penal Code,

which pertains to stalking, is a bailable o�ence. This has

attracted the criticism that the police did not invoke

more stringent provisions. It is believed that the police

had originally sought to include sections relating to an

attempt to kidnap the woman, but dropped the idea.

The use of a particular section depends on whether the

ingredients of the o�ence are present in the actions of

the accused. The onus is on the Chandigarh police to

show that available evidence is limited to the o�ence of

stalking. The claim that there is no closed-circuit televi-

sion footage from anywhere along the entire route

needs investigating. The victim’s presence of mind to

call the police in time foiled her pursuers’ designs, but

not every woman may survive such an ordeal in the

same manner. This is one reason why the police, as well

as family and friends of the victim, ought to take com-

plaints of stalking seriously, and act at an early stage.

As crimes against women go, stalking is far too often

dismissed as harmless. However, it is important to un-

derstand how traumatic and inhibiting it is for a woman

to be pursued with unsolicited interest, and for such

stalking to be considered ‘normal’. There are times

when stalking contains the seed for a bigger, often viol-

ent crime. It should not be forgotten that murders and

acid attacks have had their origins in stalking. It became

an independent o�ence in 2013, when the country’s

criminal law was amended in the wake of the horri�c

gang rape of a woman in Delhi in December 2012. The

hope that expanding the rigour and scope of penal laws

would bring down crimes against women has, unfortu-

nately, been belied often since then. The Chandigarh in-

cident reveals that a sense of privilege, �owing as much

from gender as political in�uence, permeates the of-

fenders’ actions. The victim’s father is a senior civil ser-

vant, and it may not be easy to give this case a quiet

burial. However, there is another, in fact quite familiar,

element: the attempt by quarters close to the accused to

cast aspersions on the victim. One can only hope that

society has advanced su�ciently to call out such victim-

shaming. Stalking tends to dominate the public dis-

course only when it relates to well-known people or res-

ults in violence — this episode should compel a deeper

understanding of how widespread this o�ence is, and

how rarely o�enders are brought to justice.

Pursued by danger
Stalking is not a mere annoyance — it is 

a crime that requires swift punishment

T
he Indian rupee has turned out to be one of the

best-performing currencies in the world with a

gain of well over 6% against the U.S. dollar this

year to date. In fact, the currency hit a two-year high of

63.60 last Wednesday, supported by strong in�ows of

foreign capital. Around the beginning of 2017, analysts

were bearish on the rupee, predicting that it would

breach the 70-mark by the end of the year. But strong

capital in�ow has managed to turn the tide. According

to the Reserve Bank of India, foreign portfolio investors

invested $15.2 billion in India’s equity and debt markets

this year until the end of July. In addition, foreign direct

investment in April-May doubled compared to last year.

Such generous in�ow of capital, of course, is in sharp

contrast to 2013 when the tightening of policy by the

U.S. Federal Reserve had rattled the rupee. This time

around, emerging markets have escaped any such

taper tantrum as the Fed’s approach towards tightening

has been measured. Another major contributor to the

rupee’s strength is the RBI’s hawkish stance, which has

pushed down domestic retail in�ation to a record low of

just around 2%. This has spilled over to in�uence the ex-

ternal value of the rupee as well. Oil prices remaining

stable at around the $50 mark too has helped as Indians

have had to shell out fewer rupees on oil imports. This is

re�ected in the improved current account de�cit,

which stood at 0.7% of GDP in 2016-17 compared to al-

most 4.8% in 2012-13.

Notably, worries about the impact of a strong rupee

on exports have risen in tandem — particularly in sec-

tors such as pharma and information technology. There

is little doubt that an appreciating rupee will a�ect the

competitiveness of Indian exporters. In fact, it is estim-

ated by UBS that each 1% appreciation in the external

value of the rupee causes earnings of Nifty companies

to drop by 0.6%. The question, however, is whether it is

su�cient reason to tinker with the value of the currency

in a way that makes it expensive for Indians to import

goods. After all, any protectionist action, particularly in

today’s low-growth global environment where coun-

tries look to steal growth from each other, is likely to

draw retaliatory action. This will not bode well for the

growth prospects of India or any other country. Export-

ers should instead be pushed to adapt to the uncertain-

ties of doing business across borders. And the rupee’s

improving external value should be seen, at least in

part, as a re�ection of the improving quality of the cur-

rency. The central bank has thus clearly done well for

now by not �ddling with the value of the rupee. At the

same time, it would be foolhardy to take things for gran-

ted. Going forward, tighter monetary policy in the West

will invariably exert more pressure on the rupee. The

RBI would then have to muster greater will to let the ru-

pee �nd its natural value.

Raging rupee
The RBI should resist the exporters’ argument

for making the rupee cheaper

A
n otherwise ordinary ‘�rst’
speech given by India’s four-
teenth President, Ram Nath

Kovind, would have gone unre-
marked, except for one notable
omission. The name of Pandit Jawa-
harlal Nehru, arguably the fore-
most leader of the freedom
struggle, and India’s �rst Prime
Minister, was spectacularly missing
from the inventory of prominent
Indians listed by the President.
Though the government under
Prime Minister Narendra Modi has
gone to extraordinary lengths to
eliminate references to the archi-
tect of democratic India, we expect
the head of state to stand above par-
tisan party politics. There is cause
for disappointment.

A few days after Mr. Kovind’s
speech, the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP) published a largish booklet to
celebrate the birth centenary of
Deen Dayal Upadhyaya. In the sec-
tion on great leaders of India, ‘Ma-
hapurush’, the names of Nehru as
well as Mahatma Gandhi are con-
spicuous by their absence. Almost
10 lakh senior school students in
Uttar Pradesh are forced to study
the booklet, appear for an exam,
and be rewarded if they perform
well. Many of the ‘great men’ listed
in the booklet have never taken
part in the freedom struggle, and
never been jailed for combating co-
lonialism, unlike Nehru and the
Mahatma. But their names occupy
pride of place in oral and written
histories authored by the BJP. Lead-
ers who fought for Independence
are simply written o�.

The historical perspective
The belittling of Pandit Nehru is
odd, because the standing of the

current Prime Minister is not valid-
ated by writing out a previous
Prime Minister from the annals of
history. The future will judge both
leaders on their own merit, their
success or their failure in managing
a complex and plural society, their
credentials as democrats, and their
political, economic, and strategic
visions. Both have a place in mod-
ern India. What that place is, will be
decided by history. The current dis-
pensation should take the art of his-
tory writing seriously and not re-
duce it to pamphleteering. History
is important for collective self-un-
derstanding, because it enables us
to understand where we have come
from, and how we got from ‘there’
to ‘here’. Without competent his-
tories that allow us to understand
our collective past and present,
and help us generate visions for the
future, entire generations will lose
their bearings.

What the philosopher Jürgen
Habermas calls the ‘public use of
history’ should be, for this reason,
subjected to strong evaluations.
Since the craft has a bearing on the
human condition, we ought to dis-
tinguish between histories that in-
spire a democratic, critical sensibil-
ity to contain and challenge
authoritarianism, from those that
feed appetites for absolute power.
History, of course, must narrate
tales of tyrants and despots, so that
we take care not to repeat the er-
rors of the past. But it must also

chronicle tales of the triumph of
the human spirit, and inspire us to
struggle against totalitarianism and
suppression of individual freedom.

For the ruling class, history
should be important, because it re-
minds them that absolute power,
often won at the expense of human
freedom, does not endure. Unex-
pected moments arise in the life of
a society when its members clam-
our for change, when existing gods
are brought down, and new ones
erected in their place, condemned
to wait for their own downfall. All
of us should be wary of changing
tides of fortune.

Fortune, wrote the 16th century
political theorist of Florence, Nic-
colò Machiavelli, is unpredictable
and inexplicable. She is an active
sharer in man’s making of history,
she produces the unforeseen, and
she will never be dominated, but
will dominate men. That is why Ma-
chiavelli advised the Prince of
Florence to study history. The pub-
lic role of history is to remind rulers
that fortune is �ckle. After all,
Nehru, who once led India to free-
dom, is vili�ed in his own country
by the benighted cyberspace in-
dustry. This is short-sighted, be-
cause to unremember the man is to
forget that there is an alternative to
narrow and energy-consuming
nationalism.

Despite all attempts, Nehru con-
tinues to be remembered by many
for his contribution to the institu-

tionalisation of democracy, estab-
lishing institutions of excellence,
and his conviction that poverty and
inequality in India cannot be
tackled by the market. There is,
however, more to a good society:
solidarity with struggling people
within and outside the country.

Nehru, as one of the most distin-
guished leaders of Third World
solidarity, reached out to the rest of
the colonised world, and forged a
joint front against colonialism and
a reinvented imperialism. He was,
by temperament and experience, a
cosmopolitan. His frequent visits to
Europe, his deep familiarity with
the past, and his understanding of
the contemporary ideologies of the
day, from liberalism to Fabian so-
cialism, to communist internation-
alism, had convinced him that the
future of India was incomplete
without the liberation of other
colonies.

Role of intellectual journeys
Nehru’s commitment to the inde-
pendence of the Third World had
been shaped by intellectual jour-
neys through history, as well as par-
ticipation in a number of interna-
tional conferences such as the
Congress of Oppressed Nationalit-
ies in Brussels in 1927. He played a
prominent role in the 1955
Bandung Conference, which set
the stage for the emergence of a
new bloc, and a new ideology in
global a�airs. Representatives of 29
countries from the global South,
comprising well over a billion
people, met to consider and debate
on how they could help each other
to neutralise the harmful e�ects of
colonialism, and bring economic
and social well-being to their
people. Towering over leaders who
had won their political spurs by pi-
loting their countries to independ-
ence were Nehru, Kwame Nk-
rumah, the Prime Minister of
Ghana, Gamal Abdel Nasser, the
President of Egypt, Zhou Enlai, the
Premier of China, and Ho Chi Minh,
the Prime Minister of Vietnam. The

agenda included every topic over
which the colonised and the newly
decolonised world had agonised
for decades — religion, colonialism,
sovereignty, and world peace. The
Bandung meeting sparked o� re-
�ections on the distinct attractions
of non-alignment, and of the
strengths that a movement of the
non-aligned could acquire in global
forums.

A deep cosmopolitanism
Interestingly, if one strand of anti-
colonial nationalism focussed on
the idea and the imaginaries of the
nation, the second moved away
from processes of closed identity
formation towards other ways of
being in the world. Nehru’s cosmo-
politanism acknowledged that our
political identities are forged in and
through conversations not only
with people who are like us, but
people who belong to other cul-
tures, other countries, other societ-
ies, and other traditions, but who
are like us in many ways.

Contemporary history has not
treated this statesman kindly. This
is a great pity because today’s gen-
eration might know what globalisa-
tion is, but not what cosmopolitan-
ism is about. Even as our society
globalises at a frenetic pace, it has
turned inwards and become claus-
trophobic. History must remember
Nehru, he taught us to look out-
wards, to express solidarity, and to
become, in the process, cosmopol-
itans. We must remember him be-
cause we have lost out on some-
thing that is rather important,
teaching our children that our ima-
ginations and our energies should
be harnessed to the cause of the op-
pressed over the world, that closed-
in societies lead to stagnation if not
to certain death, and that such soci-
eties circumscribe imaginings and
truncate visions. We have, per-
haps, become lesser human
beings.

Neera Chandhoke is a former Professor of
Political Science, Delhi University

Why Nehru matters more than ever
Unremembering Jawaharlal Nehru is to forget that there is an alternative to narrow nationalism

Neera Chandhoke

T
H

E
 H

IN
D

U
 P

H
O

T
O

 A
R

C
H

IV
E

S

T
he water crisis India faces is
of such a magnitude that ur-
gent measures are necessary

to address it. Yet, while the crisis is
often discussed, law and policy
measures to address it remain in-
su�cient. This is partly due to the
fact that the primary source of do-
mestic water and irrigation is
groundwater but the media and
policymakers still and often focus
on surface water. This needs to
change as water tables have been
falling rapidly in many parts of the
country, indicating that use gener-
ally exceeds replenishment. 

One of the underlying reasons
for excessive use of groundwater is
the legal framework governing ac-
cess to the resource. This was �rst
introduced in the mid-19th century
when judges decided that the easi-
est way to regulate this ‘invisible’
substance was to give landowners
what amounts to a right to access
groundwater found under their
land, even if in the process they
also used water found under their
neighbours’ land. Over the follow-
ing decades, this led to a frame-
work whereby landowners see

groundwater as their own and as a
resource they can exploit without
considering the need to protect
and replenish it since there are no
immediate consequences for over-
exploiting it. Access to a source of
groundwater has progressively be-
come a source of power and eco-
nomic gain. The latter has become
increasingly visible in recent dec-
ades with the propagation of mech-
anical pumps, which allows big
landowners to sell water to others.

An inadequate framework
The Union government recognised
the need to modernise the regulat-
ory framework for accessing
groundwater soon after massive
expansion in mechanical pumping
led to the realisation that recharge
could not keep pace with use. The
measures proposed were in keep-
ing with the policy paradigm of the
early 1970s when a model Bill was
�rst introduced. It focussed on
adding some State-level control
over new, additional uses of
groundwater but did not address
the iniquitous regime giving
landowners unlimited control over
groundwater. This was only taken
up by around a dozen States from
the late 1990s onwards. The States
that now have groundwater legisla-
tion based on the model Bill con-
ceptualised in 1970 have on the
whole failed to manage to address
the problem of falling water tables
due to increasing use. In addition,

there is no provision in the existing
legal regime to protect and con-
serve groundwater at the aquifer
level. Further, since the legal re-
gime fails to give gram sabhas and
panchayats a prevailing say in the
regulation of what is essentially a
local resource, the present frame-
work remains mostly top-down
and is incapable of addressing
local situations adequately. 

Over the past decade, the situ-
ation has become increasingly dire
not only in States where water
tables are falling but also in those
that are less a�ected by quantity
concerns. Indeed, the quality of
the water pumped is increasingly
becoming cause for concern; thus
the worry is about accessing a su�-
cient amount of groundwater that
is not harmful to health. The
present legal regime has clearly
failed to address the growing mul-

tiple crises of groundwater. This
has been o�cially recognised since
at least the beginning of this dec-
ade, �rst in the Planning Commis-
sion and more recently by the Min-
istry of Water Resources, River
Development & Ganga Rejuvena-
tion. The result is the Groundwater
(Sustainable Management) Bill,
2017, which is based on current un-
derstandings of groundwater and
its links with surface water and on
the legal framework as it has
evolved since the 19th century. 

Based on decentralisation
The Groundwater Bill, 2017 con-
sequently proposes a di�erent reg-
ulatory framework from the cen-
tury-old, outdated, inequitable
and environmentally unfriendly
legal regime in place. It is based on
the recognition of the unitary
nature of water, the need for de-
centralised control over ground-
water and the necessity to protect
it at aquifer level. The Bill is also
based on legal developments that
have taken place in the past few
decades. This includes the recogni-
tion that water is a public trust (in
line with the oft-quoted statement
that groundwater is a common
pool resource), the recognition of
the fundamental right to water and
the introduction of protection
principles, including the precau-
tionary principle, that are cur-
rently absent from water legisla-
tion. The Bill also builds on the

decentralisation mandate that is
already enshrined in general legis-
lation but has not been implemen-
ted e�ectively as far as groundwa-
ter is concerned and seeks to give
regulatory control over groundwa-
ter to local users.

A new regulatory regime for the
source of water that provides do-
mestic water to around four-�fths
of the population and the over-
whelming majority of irrigation is
urgently needed. For decades,
policymakers behaved like the pro-
verbial ostrich because the ‘invis-
ibility’ of falling groundwater
tables made it possible not to ad-
dress the problem immediately. In
many places, the situation is now
so grave that regulatory action is
unavoidable. The proposed new
regime will bene�t the resource,
for instance through the introduc-
tion of groundwater security
plans, and will bene�t the over-
whelming majority of people
through local decision-making.
Overall, the increasing crisis of
groundwater and the failure of the
existing legal regime make it im-
perative to entrust people directly
dependent on the source of water
the mandate to use it wisely and to
protect it for their own bene�t, as
well as for future generations.

Prof. Philippe Cullet is Senior Visiting
Fellow, Centre for Policy Research, New
Delhi and Professor of Environmental
Law, SOAS University of London

A gathering crisis
A new regulatory regime for groundwater, that provides for equitable use, is urgently needed

philippe cullet
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Delhi to Kerala
Union Finance Minister
Arun Jaitley’s “stern
warning” to the LDF
government and the CPI(M)
on political violence in
Kerala is partisan as his
mission is to pave the way
for the dismissal of the LDF
government in Kerala
(“Jaitley asks Kerala to put
an end to political
violence”, Aug. 7). He came
to Thiruvananthapuram not
merely to visit the family
members of the slain RSS
worker concerned but also
to introduce the seeds of
intolerance in the State — a
“mission” that has been
successfully implemented
in the northern States. Has
Mr. Jaitley or any other BJP
Minister visited the family
members of victims who
have been lynched after
allegations of cow
slaughter?
Why didn’t he visit the
family members of a
teenager who was attacked
and thrown o� the train he
was travelling in?

Maharashtra, Madhya
Pradesh, Rajasthan, and
Gujarat occupy the top slots
as far as political or
communal violence are
concerned. 
The Bharatiya Janata Party
and the Rashtriya
Swayamsevak Sangh are
aware that Kerala’s secular
mindset will not fall easily to
their plans of a communal
makeover and should desist
from �shing in troubled
waters.
B. Prabha,

Varkala, Kerala

■ No doubt there is a need
to put an end to political
violence, as mentioned by
Mr. Jaitley, but one does
wonder why high-ranking
BJP leaders still remain
mum about communal
lynchings that have been
taking place since 2014. Mr.
Jaitley’s visit to Kerala
points to selective support.
The fact that it took the
Prime Minister several
months to even mention
that lynchings are not

correct is troubling to say
the least. 
Vinayak P. Kumar,

Bengaluru

■ Kerala is a relatively
peaceful State with no
religious antagonisms in its
society. The violence in
question is the result of
political con�icts and not
communal con�icts. It is
disquieting that the BJP-RSS
combine in Kerala has now
unleashed a ‘malicious
campaign’ to malign the
State. How can one forget
the Prime Minister’s
statement bracketing Kerala
with Somalia on the infant
mortality rate among
Scheduled Tribes? The BJP
is making its moves under
the illusion that the
unprecedented resurgence
of virulent Hindu
nationalism at the national
level justi�es them. Sections
of the “national media” are
also making it a moral �ght
“between RSS pracharaks
and CPI (M) goons”.
Whether the BJP eventually

succeeds in becoming a
force to be reckoned with in
the State or not will largely
depend on what proves to
be a more potent centre of
a�liation — religion or class
and caste. The BJP appears
to be laying the groundwork
for destabilising the State
government. 
G. David Milton,

Maruthancode, Tamil Nadu

Domestic workers 
It is revealing that the
number of people described
as domestic workers has
been going up by leaps and
bounds in successive census
reports, especially post-
liberalisation (“Private
power, public apathy”,
August 7). This shows that
the middle classes now rely
almost totally on the cheap
labour provided by women
from precarious economic
backgrounds. Apart from
economic exploitation, the
inhumanity and insult
meted out to domestic
workers proves that we are
yet to emerge as a nation.

The state uses women as a
socially unprotected labour
force to run programmes
such as the midday-meal
scheme and ICDS-run
Anganwadis. What we need
more urgently is a state
committed to the
Constitution’s vision and
promise of an egalitarian
social order. 
Firoz Ahmad,

New Delhi

Reviving tolerance
India is in a phase of change
with two new faces
occupying the top
constitutional posts in the
country. As Independence
Day is around the corner, it
is only fair to focus on the
subject of “tolerance”, and
something which was
stressed upon in the
farewell speech of former
President Pranab
Mukherjee. Tolerance is
ingrained in our nation and
a look at its history shows
that one can’t think of a
more tolerant nation in this
world which took 100 years

to protest against an
exploitative regime.
Leaders of all religious hues
worked together to achieve
this goal. Perhaps we need
to take a leaf out of their
book and work towards
promoting social tolerance;
increasing incidents across
the country show that it has
started fraying. 
Manish Pandey,

Pune

His �nal bolt
The surprise defeat of Usain
Bolt in the 100m �nal at the
IAAF World Championships
in London proves that he
too is human. Bolt may have
missed out making it to the
top in his last 100m race but
his name is already etched
in the record books. He will
remain the �nest sprinter
the world has seen. UB,
thank you for those
memorable and enduring
sporting moments.
C.G. Kuriakose,

Kothamangalam, Kerala
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DATA POINT

The External Affairs Minister, Mr. M.C. Chagla, said in the Lok
Sabha during question time to-day [August 7, New Delhi] that
Mr. Bhutto, Pakistan’s former Foreign Minister, was a “case of
double loyalty” besides being that of “double-speak” and
“doublethink.” He was being assessed as “a psychological
case.” Mr. Chagla made these remarks in regard to Mr. Bhutto
at the end of a 20-minute question and answer session on Mr.
Bhutto’s attempts between 1947 and 1958 to assert his Indian
nationality with a view to retaining his properties in India and
simultaneously to claim in Pakistan that country’s nationality
to secure compensation for his properties declared evacuee in
India. Mr. Chagla told Mr. Hem Barua he did not think Mr.
Bhutto would like to come back to India. 

FIFTY YEARS AGO AUGUST 8, 1967

Chagla calls Bhutto “a psychological case”
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FROM ARCHIVES

After consultation with the Socialist Ministers, M. Kerensky
has decided to remain in office [in Russia]. The Cabinet major-
ity is expected to be Radical and Socialist. M. Nekresoff, Vice-
Premier, presided at the historic Conference which ended at
six in the morning. M. Terescjenko, summing up the debate,
said that the anxiety of all parties to reach an agreement guar-
anteed the safety of the country. 

A HUNDRED YEARS AGO AUGUST 8, 1917

M. Kerensky’s appointment. 

Behavioural economists
have enjoyed considerable
popularity recently for
their work on human irra-
tionality. American eco-
nomist Richard H. Thaler
and legal scholar Cass R.
Sunstein, joint authors of
the popular 2008 book
Nudge, have been at the
forefront of this rise.
Earlier, Israeli-American
psychologists Daniel
Kahneman and Amos N.
Tversky made pioneering
contributions to the field.
According to these ex-
perts, human beings are
far from rational when it
comes to making choices
as various biases lead
them to make suboptimal
choices that affect their
well-being. This, experts
believe, can be corrected
by a benevolent govern-
ment that quietly tinkers
with the choices that indi-
viduals need to make each
day.

A government that
hopes to improve public
health, for instance, might

decide to impose food
safety and nutrition stand-
ards on businesses that
sell food products to the
public. This would hope-
fully save consumers, who
supposedly would not oth-
erwise be able to arrive at
wise decisions, from the
ill-effects of low-quality
junk food. Similar
“nudges” can be used in a
variety of other circum-
stances as well, including
to steer uninformed con-
sumers away from making
financial decisions that
coud harm them.
“Nudging in an Evolving
Marketplace: How Markets
Improve their Own Choice
Architecture”, a 2016 pa-
per by Adam C. Smith and
Todd J. Zywicki, takes a
critical view of the policy
to nudge consumers to-
wards their own good.

The right choice 
The authors argue that

consumers do not need to
be influenced to make the
right decisions. This is not
to say that consumers pos-
sess all the required in-

formation to make the
right choices for them-
selves. Instead, the au-
thors argue, even in the
absence of a benevolent
government, the market-
place evolves mechanisms
to improve the choices
available to consumers.
For one, left to their own
devices, consumers are
likely to learn from their
past mistakes to make bet-
ter decisions in the future.
Two, market competition
forces businesses to offer
better choices that make
their customers happy.
Three, there is a market
for quality which is more
responsive to the needs of
the consumer than the
government. This makes
government nudges irrel-
evant. 

Lastly, many choices
that prima facie seem irra-
tional to government offi-
cials and the general pub-
lic might actually be
rational from the point of
view of the consumer.
Smith and Zywicki offer a
variety of examples to
make their case.

No need to nudge consumers 
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ABSTRACT 

They do not need to be in�uenced to make the right decisions

Prashanth Perumal J.

On the 50th anniversary of its found-
ing today, the Association of South-
east Asian Nations (ASEAN) can look
back with optimism on its incre-
mental record on regional integra-
tion. Noteworthy is the realistic move
away from the original policy of non-

interference in the internal a�airs of member states. Such cau-
tion may have been the pragmatic course to adopt during the
1960s, with a view to advance the larger common interest.
After all, founder members Singapore and Malaysia had just
concluded the former’s independence agreement. Similarly,
the con�ict between Thailand and the Philippines had been
barely resolved. But over the years, there has been growing ap-
preciation that non-interference, if perceived as indi�erence,
entails political cost, impeding more substantial engagement. 

The assertion of the democratic will on the common institu-
tional framework was in stark evidence in relation to develop-
ments in Myanmar. Opposition from the other ASEAN mem-
bers against the country’s oppressive military dictatorship
forced Rangoon to forgo the body’s annual chair in 2006. This
move could prove critical, given the continued pre-eminence
of the army elsewhere in the region. Moreover, there has been
recognition that the bloc’s expansion to cover ten countries,
with highly diverse economic, political and cultural moorings,
calls for a greater convergence of policies and more coordin-
ated action. China and India’s emergence as major economic
powers has lent greater urgency to trade liberalisation.

The EU versus ASEAN
Thus in 2007, ASEAN adopted a legal charter with a mandate
to establish free movement of goods, services, capital and
skilled personnel. With the 2015 launch of the ASEAN Eco-
nomic Community, the bloc is on the threshold of realising its
ambition of emerging as an integrated single market and to en-
gage the rest of the world with a uni�ed voice. A familiar re-
frain among commentators is that for all the lofty declarations
issued during ASEAN annual summits, there is little tangible
action on the ground in relation to reduction of tari�s, and in-
tra-regional trade. Implicit in this narrative is impatience with
the relatively slow pace of economic integration in the group,
compared to the European Union. But then, to equate the tra-
jectory of their respective evolution betrays a lack of a sense of
history and context. Underpinning the European project was
the post-World War II imperative of securing peace, prosperity
and unity. There was a clear understanding that these object-
ives could only be accomplished through concrete mechan-
isms that rendered another war between France and Germany
materially impossible. The result was the establishment of
transnational bodies, with de�nite powers of oversight, by
pooling sovereignty among nations. 

Conversely, except Thailand, the other original constitu-
ents of ASEAN had just emerged from colonialism as newly in-
dependent nation states. Defending their sovereignty was
bound to be a high priority for them during the Cold War,
while their leaders were alive to the need to promote their col-
lective security through a common framework. ASEAN’s integ-
ration depends on deepening its democratic institutions. 

ASEAN, 50 years on 
Its integration necessarily depends on
deepening its democratic institutions

GARIMELLA SUBRAMANIAM
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SINGLE FILE

About two months ago, the All India
Muslim Personal Law Board (AIM-
PLB), through its counsel Kapil Sibal,
informed the Supreme Court that it
was considering reforms and the
gradual giving up of instant talaq but
wanted time for it. One of the “re-
forms” mentioned was a circular
from the board asking all qazis to ad-
vise the husbands, while finalising
the marriage contract, not to resort
to instant divorce (talaq-e-bid’a) un-
less under compelling circum-
stances. The “compelling circum-
stances”, however, were not defined.

This is not the first time the AIM-
PLB has tried to illude Muslim wo-
men with the talk of reforms. In July
2004, in its executive committee
meeting in Kanpur, the board was
widely expected to outlaw instant
talaq. But nothing came of it. Muslim
women were let down once again in
May 2005 when the board’s much-
hyped ‘model nikahnama’ released
in Bhopal turned out to be a damp
squib. All that it contained against
talaq-e-bid’a was a casual, non-bind-
ing advice to the groom in Section 5
(vii) saying: “Jahan tak mumkin ho ek
waqt mein teen talaq dene se bachna
(to the extent possible, avoid pro-
nouncing three divorces in one
sitting).”

Reasons for rigidity
This sort of dilly-dallying on reforms
renders the assurances given by the
AIMPLB to the Constitution Bench
unreliable. But what makes the
board so unyielding? The rigidity
stems from two concepts namely
taqleed (uncritical acceptance of a
school) and tamazzhub (idealisation
of a school) wherein precedence is
given to one legal school (mazhab)
over the rest.

The four major schools of Sunni
law — Hanafi, Maliki, Shafi’i and Han-
bali — differ from one another on the
basis of the interpretive methodo-
logy they adopt to derive law from
the Koran and the Prophet’s sayings.
And the belief that only the interpret-
ation of their school is correct makes
followers exalt the totality of juristic
pronouncements of the school (the
doctrine of tamazzhub). In taqleed,
the adherents just follow their school

uncritically even if they don’t elevate
it above others.

A subdued emphasis on
tamazzhub, and an overt expression
of taqleed, is clearly visible in the 30-
page “Note on arguments of Mr.
Kapil Sibal” submitted to the Su-
preme Court wherein the issue of in-
stant talaq is reduced to a question of
whether or not it is a part of the
Hanafi faith because more than 90%
of Indian Muslims are Hanafis.

Such an argument is unacceptable
as it is based on the presumption that
by mere accident of birth, Indian
Muslims are forever obliged to follow
the Hanafi mazhab. Nevertheless, the
AIMPLB seems to have overlooked
the fact that tamazzhub or taqleed
cannot be easily invoked in the case
of talaq-e-bid’a. In the aforemen-
tioned “Note”, the board admits that
Imam Abu Hanifa (d.767) “did not re-
cord his own understanding of what
the Prophet said in writing”; how-
ever, his two disciples — Imam Abu
Yusuf (d. 798) and Imam Muhammad
(d. 805) — immediately upon his
death recorded in writing what
Imam Abu Hanifa had said about
triple talaq.

In other words, Hanafi theologians
do not possess any direct statement
from the founder-jurist of the Hanafi
school that upholds the validity of
talaq-e-bid’a.

Case for invalidation
If the definition of tamazzhub were to
be stretched to also include the state-
ments of Imam Abu Hanifa’s stu-
dents, as is being done now by the
AIMPLB, would it indicate the incon-
ceivability of reforming the Muslim
personal law in India? Certainly not.
There are enough reasons and legal
devices within Hanafi jurisprudence
to outlaw instant talaq.

It can be shown that Imam Abu
Hanifa’s own students did not in-
dulge in blind taqleed or tamazzhub.
They boldly differed with him on sev-
eral issues. Imam Abu Yusuf ’s Kitab
al kharaj, that records the fatwas of
Imam Abu Hanifa on financial mat-
ters, also contains Abu Yusuf’s opin-
ions that are at odds with his teach-
er’s. In his research paper, “The
Authenticity of Two 2nd /8th Cen-
tury Hanafi Legal Texts: the Kitāb al-
āthār and al-Muwatta' of Muhammad
b. al-Hasan al-Shaybāni”, scholar
Behnam Sadeghi states that he coun-
ted 27 cases in Kitāb al-āthār in
which Imam Muhammad disagreed
with Imam Abu Hanifa.

The ulama within the AIMPLB will
only be following this liberal Hanafi
tradition if they abandon, in the in-
terest of Muslim women, juristic
opinions that justify the validity of
talaq-e-bid’a. After all, the “Note” ad-
mits that the nomenclature talaq-e-
bid’a is not referred to in the Koran
or the Hadees. It is “categorised and
interpreted by Islamic scholars”.

It should not be difficult for the
AIMPLB to give up anachronistic in-
terpretations of earlier scholars espe-
cially when they contradict the
Koran. Indeed, Hanafi jurists in the
10th century had abandoned, using
exegetic rationales, even authoritat-
ive Prophetic hadeeses such as those
that allowed women to join congreg-
ational prayers in mosques. The reas-
ons cited were taghayyur al-zamaan
(change of times) and fasaad al-
zamaan (corruption of the times).

Hanafi jurists also resorted to legal
stratagems called hiyal (sing. heela)
to circumvent or overcome the rigid-
ity of law. Heela is based on a doc-
trine called tahayyul under which a
jurist, if circumstances so warrant,
finds a way to legalise what is other-

wise prohibited by law. Jurists also
had recourse to takhayyur (selecting
the most suitable among available
legal opinions in a given school of
law) and talfiq al mazaahib (deriva-
tion of rules from material of various
schools of Islamic law).

These instruments were utilised to
give effect to the Islamic legal maxim
“laa yunkar taghayyur al-ahkaam bi
taghayyur al-zamaan wa al-ahwaal”,
which means “there is no denying
that laws will change with the change
of time and circumstances”.

Therefore, if the AIMPLB is really
serious about reforms, there are
enough legal devices within the
Hanafi denominational faith system
to invalidate instant triple talaq.

The way forward
For this to happen, the AIMPLB must
be willing to reassess its raison d’être
and model itself on Koranic univer-
salism rather than legal conformism.
It must be open to the idea of its cer-
titudes being challenged, especially
in the light of the fact that the
founder of the Hanafi school, Imam
Abu Hanifa, was himself a model of
independent reasoning (ijtihad) and
flexibility. He introduced the concept
of istihsan, which helps jurists depart
from the existing precedent by tak-
ing decisions different from those of
similar cases, for reasons stronger
than those obtained in the past
cases.

Applying istihsan, and devices
mentioned above, the AIMPLB can
easily overhaul the legal methodo-
logy that validates talaq-e-bid’a and
harmonise it with the intent of the
Koran and Prophetic teachings. In
pursuance of this, the board may im-
mediately declare talaq-e-bid’a in-
valid as the first step towards reform.
This, of course, entails a difficult shift
from rigid tamazzhub and taqleed to
adaptable ijtihad. But the benefits
are huge.

It would open up Islam to modern
interpretations within the framework
of its original sources, and in the long
run inculcate a sense of tolerance
among Muslims for different points
of view and equip them to respond
positively to the requirements of a
multicultural society like India. The
question is: does AIMPLB realise the
momentousness of giving up its ob-
sessive denominationalism?

A. Faizur Rahman is an independent

researcher and secretary general of the

Chennai-based Islamic Forum for the

Promotion of Moderate Thought. E-mail:

a.faizur.rahman@gmail.com

There are enough legal devices within India’s dominant Hana� school jurisprudence to invalidate it
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Letting go of instant triple talaq

A. Faizur Rahman

The current focus on the right to privacy is
based on some new realities of the digital
age. Personal spaces and safeties that were
previously granted simply by physical separ-
ation are no longer protected. The digital
network enters the most proximate spaces
and challenges the normally accepted no-
tions of the private. It brings into focus new
means of exercising social, economic, and
political power, and reducing of autonomies.

Like in the physical space, the private and
the public must be separated in the digital
realm as well. We need a constitutional
definition and guarantee of the right to indi-
viduality, personal autonomy and privacy in
the digital age. It must be provided in the
clearest terms by the Supreme Court, which
is currently considering this issue.

A positive right
Some arguments advanced by those seeking
the right to privacy, however, are troubling.
It seems that for many, the right is basically
against the state, and not so much the digital
corporations. One hears propositions such
as: unlike corporations the state is a mono-
poly, corporations rely on private contracts
for data access, providing data to them is vol-
untary, and so on.

A right is a substantive right only if it
works in all situations, and for everyone. A
right to free expression for an individual
about her exploitation, for instance, is mean-
ingless without actual availability of security
that guarantees that private force cannot be
used to thwart this right. The role of the state
therefore is not just to abstain from prevent-
ing rightful free expression but also to act-
ively ensure that private parties are not able
to block it.

In the same manner, the role of the state
in terms of the right to privacy in the digital
age is not just to abstain from its violation. It
is equally to ensure that private parties are
not able to violate such a right. The court
must specifically direct the state to ensure
this imperative.

The elephant in the room in current pri-
vacy discussions is the status of data as the
central social and economic resource in the
digital age. Excluding the state from any sub-
stantial role with regard to society’s data re-
sources without similarly constraining
private corporations will lead to a future
where corporations become the key organ-

ising actors for society, relegating the state to
an extremely truncated role. Such a situation
is especially threatening to the interests of
weaker sections of society that depend on
the state for justice and redistribution.

The state must retain an important part in
the organisation of new social and economic
structures, which requires it to play a signi-
ficant role in the data ecosystem. The public
sector will, for instance, need to manage
some infrastructural social and economic
databases above which the private sector
can run a competitive economy. Some of
these will be in the form of “data commons”,
which will require a properly institutional-
ised stewardship of the state. Citizens will
also require the assistance of a public in-
terest agency to enable management of their
personal data in a manner that they can ob-
tain the best benefit of a data economy/soci-
ety and its personalised services.

The role of the state
All such roles of the state must be constitu-
tionally circumscribed, with strict laws.
While establishing a right to privacy, the Su-
preme Court must also direct the state to de-
velop appropriate institutions for shaping
the state’s role in a digital society/economy.
This may require, at some stage, an inde-
pendent branch of the state exclusively deal-
ing with data issues and management.

Framing of a right to privacy must not cur-
tail the state’s due role in our collective di-
gital futures. This will only ensure that global
digital corporations become all-powerful
economic, social and political actors. They
already provide most of the digital services
that appear to be of a public good nature,
and in turn control and shape entire sectors.

The state must be directed by the Su-
preme Court to ensure that people’s right to
privacy is actually available against these
corporations as well. In most contexts, there
is nothing voluntary in checking an online
box giving away one’s privacy. A citizen must
have options to undertake basic digital func-
tions like emailing, information search, so-
cial networking, etc. without sacrificing her
privacy rights. This too is the state’s respons-
ibility. 

Parminder Jeet Singh works with the NGO, IT for
Change. Email: parminder@itforchange.net

Privacy in the digital age 
It is troubling that for many, the right to privacy is against
the state and not so much the digital corporations 

Parminder Jeet Singh 
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Sexy son
hypothesis
Biology

This is a theory of mating
preference which states
that women tend to pick
males with the genes to
create attractive sons as
their sexual partners. The
rationale behind the hypo-
thesis is that attractive
male offspring possess the
best chances of procreat-
ing and passing on the
mother’s genes to the next
generation. It also implies
that a man’s ability to suc-
cessfully provide for the
mother and the offspring
exerts only a secondary in-
fluence on mating out-
comes. The hypothesis
was proposed by British
biologist Ronald Fisher in
his 1930 book The Genet-
ical Theory of Natural
Selection.
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Transforming the privacy
debate

http://bit.ly/onprivacylaws
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FROM PAGE ONE

ployed our force outside to
secure the premises. We are
coordinating with Congress
workers to stop any unau-
thorised person from enter-
ing the resort.” 

Mr. Gohil, who is looking
after the security arrange-
ments at the resort, said
they do not trust the police
following the attack on Con-
gress vice-president Rahul
Gandhi’s car in Banaskantha
recently.

“We have deployed NSUI
and Youth Congress workers
in and outside the resort to
guard our MLAs, as we do
not trust the police after
what happened to Rahulji in
Dhanera. We have barred
policemen from entering
the resort,” Mr. Gohil told
reporters.

On Monday afternoon, Mr.
Patel had a one-to-one meet-
ing with all legislators, who
assured him of their sup-
port. 

“I have full confidence in
my MLAs who have rejected
all offers made by the BJP
and they also withstood all
pressures and use of money
and muscle power,” Mr. Pa-
tel said, after meeting the le-
gislators. 

As the Congress MLAs re-
fused to take police protec-
tion inside the resort, the
Anand police have deployed
security personnel outside
the premises.

Anand Superintendent of
Police Saurabh Singh said,
“Since the party did not
want any policemen inside
the resort, we have de-

Cong. MLAs in Anand

in the case. Chandigarh
Senior Superintendent of
Police Eish Singhal denied
that the police was under
any kind of political pres-
sure, saying the force was
quick enough to register the
case. 

He, however, chose not to
give a direct answer on the
question regarding non-
functional CCTV cameras,
saying “CCTV footages are
being collected”. 

Mr. Singhal also said as
the investigations were un-
derway, other sections of
the IPC would also be added
to the FIR if requried. 

Police sources said CCTV
footage from private cam-
eras was available and the
police had started examin-
ing them to trace the vehicle
stalking the victim, but as
far as the feed from CCTVs
installed by the administra-
tion was concerned, the po-
lice are yet to have access.

“While on one hand we
speak about empowering
the women and on the other
hand such ridiculous talks
are done,” she said while
speaking to reporters,
adding that she would not
be deterred by such frivol-
ous statements.

She said that “It's because
of boys like these (accused)
that women are unsafe.”

Commenting on the
dropping of IPC section 365
(kidnapping) and 511 (at-
tempt to commit offences
punishable with imprison-
ment) by the Chandigarh
police, she said the police
had been helpful and she
could not comment on the
sections invoked.

‘No pressure’, say police 
Punjab Chief Minister Cap-
tain Amarinder Singh on
Monday said no attempt
should be made to dilute the
charges against the accused

Chandigarh stalking:
CCTV footage missing

is prejudicial to human dig-
nity or dignity of members
belonging to particular race
and uses criminal force or
violence in furtherance of
such act, or, participates in
such act intending to use
criminal force or violence or
knowing that participants in
such act is likely to use crim-
inal force or violence against
the member of a race or
cause or likely to cause fear
or feeling of insecurity
amongst the members of
such race, shall be punished
with imprisonment for a
term which may extend to
five years and fine.”

Wary of misuse
An official said they were
also examining the possibil-
ity of the provisions being
misused. 

“Especially Section 509A
IPC, which makes making a
word or gesture, punishable
by three years, difficult to
prove. We do not want the
culprits to go scot-free but
no innocent should be pun-
ished either,” he added.

The official explained that
since the proposed amend-
ment fell under the Concur-
rent list of the Constitution,
the opinion of majority of
the States was required to
push through the legisla-
tion. 

Panel recommendations
Another official said that the
amendments were based on
the recommendations of the
Bezbaruah Committee, con-
stituted by the Centre in
February 2014 in the wake
of a series of racial attacks
on persons belonging to the
northeast. 

Though the committee
submitted its report in July
2014, the Home Ministry
sent letters for States’ opin-
ion only in February this
year. 

The draft 153 C IPC provi-
sion proposed by the Min-
istry says, “whoever pro-
motes or attempts to
promote, on the ground of
race, racial features, beha-
viour, culture, customs or
way of living, any act which

States cold to stricter
anti-racial law

Stung by Chief Minister Nit-
ish Kumar’s parting of ways
with the Rashtriya Janata Dal
(RJD) to rejoin hands with
the Bharatiya Janata Party
(BJP), former Deputy Chief
Minister and RJD leader Te-
jashwi Yadav is all set to
launch his ‘Janadesh Apman’
(‘insult to the people’s man-
date’) yatra from the East
Champaran district on
Wednesday.

The yatra will commence
from the Gandhi Maidan in
Motihari, where Mr. Te-
jashwi will first garland the
statue of Mahatma Gandhi
and seek his blessing. 

‘Lust for power’
“I will also seek forgiveness
from Mahatma Gandhi for
making an alliance with Nit-
ish Kumar, who did not hon-
our the people’s mandate in
his lust for power,” Mr. Te-
jashwi said. 

He is expected to go to
Bettiah in West Champaran
and address a public meet-

ing at Janaki Devi High
School at Madhopur village
of Majahuli block.

From Champaran, Te-
jaswi Yadav along with sev-
eral RJD leaders, would visit
Sheohar, Sitamarhi and Muz-
affarpur districts to address
public meetings in the first
leg of his yatra. 

Mr. Tejashwi and other
RJD leaders are expected to
travel all across the State and
also appeal to people to
come to the party’s pro-

posed ‘BJP bhagao, desh
bachao’ mega rally in Patna
on August 27.

“I, too, am itching to go to
the people of the State but
because of regular court ap-
pearances, I am not able to
do so. Tejashwi Yadav will
expose how Nitish Kumar
betrayed the people’s faith
and the mandate they had
reposed in the previous
grand alliance government,”
RJD chief Lalu Prasad told
presspersons here on
Monday. He also reiterated
that the August 27 event
would be a massive rally in
which all non-BJP party lead-
ers would participate that
would be the beginning of
the end of RSS-BJP govern-
ment at the Centre.

JD(U) allegation
Leader of the ruling party
Janata Dal(U) leaders took a
dig at Mr. Tejashwi’s pro-
posed campaign, saying that
he should start a ‘jail yatra’
instead as his name had
cropped up in corruption
cases.

Tejashwi to highlight ‘insult to mandate’

RJD leader set for yatra; will hold rally against BJP in Patna 

Amarnath Tewary

PATNA

Tejashwi Yadav 

Welcoming a visiting Indian
media delegation, the
Chinese Defence Ministry on
Monday reiterated its posi-
tion that Indian troops must
leave the Doklam plateau to
resolve the crisis in the
Sikkim section of the India-
China border.

Defence Ministry spokes-
man Ren Guoqiang signalled
that China was puzzled by
the movement of Indian
troops, in view of the inter-
action between the two mil-
itaries on two occasions
prior to the stalemate.

He stressed that China
had first notified India of its
intention to build a road on
March 18, a day after an In-
dian military delegation on a
goodwill mission visited the
3rd Garrison of the People’s
Liberation Army on the out-
skirts of Beijing.

He said the Indian side
was again informed about
the Chinese decision, a fort-
night prior to the arrival of

PLA troops with bulldozers
at the site of the road con-
struction. On both occa-
sions, there was no response
from the Indian side.

Asked to explain the ra-
tionale of China’s decision to

notify India about its intent
to build the road, Sr. Colonel
Ren said this was done as a
gesture of goodwill.

Analysts say that India has
objected to Chinese road
construction as it altered the

status quo in the disputed
tri-junction area of China, In-
dia and Bhutan, contrary to
the 2012 agreement of the
Special Representatives of
the two countries.

Sr. Col. Ren said China

was firmly demanding that
Indian troops must unilater-
ally withdraw from the Dok-
lam area, as a prerequisite
for a dialogue.

Sovereign territory
The Chinese official asserted
that Bhutan’s objection to
the construction of the road
were due to India’s political
pressure. 

He also said there could
be no justification for Indian
troops for crossing into the
area, claimed by China as its
sovereign territory, on
grounds of security.

The Chinese military offi-
cials reiterated that the Dok-
lam crisis could not be com-
pared with previous
standoffs in Demchok and
Chumar, which were caused
on account of the divergent
positions on the alignment
of the Line of Actual Control.

The visiting delegation is
now slated to visit the PLA
Navy’s South Sea Fleet in
Zhanjiang in China’s coastal
Guangdong province.

India noti�ed of road work: China
But on both occasions, there was no response, claims Defence Ministry spokesman

Contested territory: China says Bhutan’s objection to the construction of the road is due to
Indian pressure. * AFP

Atul Aneja

BEIJING

The late-evening calm on
rain-washed Trilokinath
Marg, barely 100 metres
from the Uttar Pradesh
Vidhan Sabha, is shattered
by a Bhojpuri jingle played
full blast from loudspeak-
ers mounted on a gold-
painted bus.

“Gaonwa khushaal hoi
apne karigari se, Chinwa
dhahal jayi samaan
bahishkaari se, Bhagawa
apni desh se Cheen ke
samanwa (The villages will
prosper with help of local
craft, China will be rocked
by the boycott of its
products, Chase out
Chinese products from our
country),” the jingle says in
the earthy dialect.

Termed the Swadeshi
Sankalp Rath Yatra, the bus
is part of the RSS’s cam-
paign against Chinese
products, led by its eco-
nomic wing, the Swadeshi
Jagran Manch (SJM). It has
just arrived in Lucknow
from Rae Bareli after
passing through the south-
ern parts of Purvanchal
and Awadh. 

The SJM yatra, which
began from the Bharat
Mata Mandir in Varanasi on
June 28, will end in Ballia
on September 25 after
passing through 28 dis-
tricts of the eastern U.P.
and Awadh regions. “We
are holding small meetings
in other parts of the State
as well. After U.P., it will
move to other States,” said
Lalkeshwar Tripathi, an
SJM activist in charge of its
programme in Lucknow.

The campaign involves
street plays, signature cam-
paigns, public meetings
and burning of effigies per-
sonifying China. Pamphlets
are also being distributed.
One pamphlet claims that
the Chinese feel threatened
that a “developing, young
India” might challenge its
economic might.

Shun Chinese
goods, says
RSS wing
Omar Rashid

LUCKNOW

National Conference pres-
ident Farooq Abdullah,
who chaired a meeting of
Opposition parties here on
Monday, warned the
Centre and the Mehbooba
Mufti government against
scrapping Article 35A,
which grants exclusive
State subject rights to the
people of Jammu &
Kashmir.

“Don’t forget the Am-
arnath land agitation [of
2008]. This will be a far
greater revolt [if Article
35A is abrogated],” Dr. Ab-
dullah, Srinagar MP, said.

He held an emergency
meeting attended by NC
working president Omar
Abdullah, State Congress
chief G.A. Mir, CPI(M)
leader M.Y. Tarigami,
Democratic Party National-
ist chairman Ghulam Has-
san Mir, and Peoples
Democratic Front head Ha-
keem Yaseen.

Dr. Abdullah made an
appeal to Ms. Mufti “to per-
suade New Delhi and BJP
against abrogating Article
35A”.

“If Ms. Mufti fails, she
should resign as the Chief
Minister forthwith and save
the honour and dignity of
the people. I hope she will
stick to her promise of re-
linquishing office in case
the State’s special status is
tinkered with,” the MP
said.

The former CM called
for “education among the
people in all three regions
of J&K on how abrogation
of Article 35A would play
havoc with the State’s
unity”. 

The NC is planning an
awareness campaign. He
alleged that the agenda of
the BJP and the RSS “is to
erode the autonomous
structure of J&K”. 

Farooq warns
Centre over
Article 35A 

Peerzada Ashiq

Srinagar

Weeks after the India-Afgh-
anistan air corridor trade
project was launched, the
project has run into rough
weather, with fruit exporters
complaining that procedural
delays, particularly a short-
age of cargo planes, are caus-
ing them major losses. 

Matters came to a head
last week, when tonnes of
fresh fruits, including
apricots and melons, were
left rotting at the Kabul air-
port. The flight chartered by
Afghanistan’s national car-
rier, Ariana airlines, on July
20 failed to arrive on time,
and the fruits were not
moved to cold storage. Much
of the load went only on July
29, officials say. 

Angered by the losses,
traders, who say as much as
120 tonnes of fruits are still
waiting to be transported
from the airport, demanded

that the government take
swift action or they would
find it hard to continue ex-
porting perishable produce
to India.

‘Inaccurate reports’
Calling the reports of more
than 100 tonnes of rotting
fruits “inaccurate and mis-
leading”, India’s Ambas-
sador to Afghanistan Man-

preet Vohra, however,
admitted that the lack of a
secured provider for
chartered flights had caused
some disruptions. 

“Some fruit did go bad,
but the exporters also cut
corners by not using cold
storages sufficiently,” he
said, adding that the Afghan
government was sorting out
issues in chartering aircraft.

Among the issues, say ex-
porters, is the lack of “cargo
screening machines” that
necessitates packaging and
repackaging, and the lack of
adequate cold storage facilit-
ies at the airport. 

On the Indian side,
traders say they worry about
clearing the perishable
goods quickly through In-
dian customs, and the pro-
cess is yet to be streamlined.

Procedural delays
“We were told that all these
procedural delays would be
sorted out within a month of
the corridor starting, but
they are yet to be resolved,”
Sayam Pasarlay, the spokes-
person for the Afghan Cham-
ber of Commerce and In-
dustry (ACCI), told The
Hindu over the phone from
Kabul. 

As a result, according to
figures from both the ACCI
and the Indian Embassy in

Kabul, only four cargo flights
have flown between Afgh-
anistan and India under the
scheme, carrying about 160
tonne in all.

Officials in both Delhi and
Kabul said the problems
were “teething troubles”,
and would be sorted out
with the inclusion of the
private Kam Airlines to carry
some of the load. 

“Naturally the pilot air
corridor project will go
through some bumps before
it becomes fully smooth.
Currently, it is our fruits sea-
son and apart from some
technical issues, there is a
high demand for cargo (to
other countries) and the
Afghan government has
been trying to catch up and
added a private airline Kam
Air to meet the demand to-
gether with Ariana airlines,”
Afghanistan’s Ambassador in
Delhi Shaida Abdali told The
Hindu.

Planes missing, fruits to India rot in Kabul
Though air corridor takes wing, problems arise as there is no secured provider for chartered �ights 

Suhasini Haidar

NEW DELHI

Teething troubles: A �le photo of an Airbus-300B4 at the
Kabul airport. India had donated the aircraft to the
Afghanistan government airline, Ariana Afghan Airlines. * AP

Acting on a long pending
proposal, the Defence Min-
istry has directed that the 39
military farms across the
country be shut down
within three months. This
will bring to an end a long
practice running since the
end of 19th century.

“The order was issued by
the Defence Ministry a week
ago, and all 39 farms have to
be shut within three
months,” a defence source
said on Monday.

This move is expected to
save the Ministry several
hundreds of crores. In the
revised estimates of 2016-17
there was an expense of
₹305 crore and in the
budget estimates for 2017-18
there was an allocation of
₹334 crore.

The military farms were
raised by the British in 1889
to provide milk to military
personnel across the coun-

try. In the past, these were a
necessity as cantonments
were located far away from
urban areas.

Become a liability
However, with urban expan-
sion, cantonments have
come well within towns and
cities and milk procurement
is being increasingly done
from the open market. The
farms have become a liabil-
ity for the Army and have
seen several charges of cor-
ruption. For instance, the
annual demand for milk
from military personnel is
about 21,00,00,000 litres of
which only 14% is being met
through the military farms. 

The farms spread over
20,000 acres of land have
about 25,256 cattle and em-
ploy 14 combatants and
2,000 defence civilians. 

All the farms are on de-
fence land and these will be
used for other defence pur-
poses, the source added.

Army directed to shut
39 military farms 

To save Defence Ministry expenses

special correspondent

NEW DELHI

Rubabuddin Sheikh, the
brother of alleged fake en-
counter victim Sohrabuddin,
moved the Bombay High
Court on Monday challen-
ging the discharge granted to
former Gujarat IPS officer
D.G. Vanzara and Rajasthan
IPS officer Dinesh M.N.

On August 1, the special
Central Bureau of Investiga-
tion (CBI) court discharged
Mr. Vanzara and Mr. Dinesh
from the alleged fake en-
counter case. 

The CBI charge sheet had
said that police officers from
Gujarat and Rajasthan had
conspired to kill gangster
Sohrabuddin Sheikh and ab-

ducted his wife Kauser Bi in
2005. Mr. Vanzara, who was
then the Deputy Inspector
General of Police, Anti Ter-
rorism Squad, Gujarat, and
Mr. Dinesh, who was then
the Superintendent of Po-
lice, Rajasthan, are also
charged with killing
Tulsiram Prajapati, who was
with Sohrabuddin.

Mr. Sheikh’s plea, filed by
Advocate Gautam Tiwari,
seeks that the order be set
aside. It says, “He is ag-
grieved by the discharge or-
der passed under Section
227 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure (CrPC) that reads,
after hearing the submis-
sions of the accused and the
prosecution in this behalf,

the Judge considers that
there is not sufficient ground
for proceeding against the
accused, he shall discharge
the accused and record his
reasons for so doing. He has
filed a revision application
and seeks for the said order
to be set aside on the follow-
ing grounds: there is insur-
mountable evidence against
Mr. Vanzara which undis-
putedly proves the existence
of a prima facie case against
him.”

The plea says that not
only did the lower court
judge discard the testimony
of more than 40 prosecution
witnesses, but he also “com-
pletely ignored the irrefut-
able evidence on record”,

such as the records of phone
calls between Mr. Vanzara
and the other accused.

Mr. Sheikh says instruct-
ing policemen to bring Sohr-
abuddin, Kauser Bi and Pra-
japati from Hyderabad;
taking part in the fake en-
counters of Sohrabuddin
and Prajapati, and the plot to
kill Kausar Bi; intimidating
witnesses; destroying evid-
ence; and running an extor-
tion racket cannot be said to
be within the ambit of offi-
cial duty. Hence, the protec-
tion under Section 197 (pro-
secution of Judges and
public servants) of the CrPC
was never available to Mr.
Vanzara as contended and
upheld.

Sohrabuddin’s brother moves HC 
Says lower court has ignored irrefutable evidence on record against them

Special Correspondent

Mumbai

Indrani and Peter
Mukerjea’s driver Shyam-
war Rai, who has turned
approver in the Sheena
Bora murder case, told the
court on Monday that In-
drani had not promised
him any money, nor did he
tell the police about any
need for money. 

Advocate Sudeep Pas-
bola, appearing for In-
drani, asked Mr. Rai if he
had asked any money from
Indrani, and if she had re-
fused to help him. 

To this, Mr. Rai said,
“Aisi koi baat nahin hui
(There was never a conver-
sation like this).” He also
said that he had not told
the Khar police about any
need for money. 

This brought into pic-
ture Mr. Rai’s statement
under Section 161 of the
Criminal Procedure Code
given to the IO. 

Indrani had
not promised
me money,
says driver

Special Correspondent 

Mumbai
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Lord Meghnad Desai, economist and Labour politician, speaks
to The Hindu on his new book, Politicshock: Trump, Modi,
Brexit and the Prospect for Liberal Democracy.

Your book is a broad
sweep on the
construction and
denouement of the liberal
order. Do you see it
recovering from the
events from 2008
onwards?

■ The question to ask here is
whether this is a cyclical
ebbing of the liberal order, to
be restored, or, because
technology is changing so
profoundly, that we may
have to construct [a] com-
pletely different kind of soci-
ety. If the fourth industrial
revolution comes, which we
barely understand, there will
not be very many jobs left for
manual workers or even

skilled workers to do. Like
driverless cars, artificial in-
telligence may even take
away white collar jobs.

The question is, how are
we going to configure society
in which people have to be
paid to be able to live, pro-
ductivity could be measured
and so on. If society doesn’t
move on the vision of human
labour, then we will have to
think of all sorts of problems.
Right now we are trying to
restore a status quo ante
rather than looking at the
challenges we face. In both
the technology part and on
the democratic order part,
we face challenges. It is
simply not about globalisa-
tion and the challenges to it. 

The liberal order, you
said, terms populism as
suspicious, and
nationalism is not a high
virtue, but there is a
debate on this raging in
both the United States and
in India. 

■ The Europeans think they
live in some post-nationalist
paradise, but Donald
Trump’s arrival signals that
the Americans don’t think
like that. You step away from
the North Atlantic and you
find that nationalism has not
died; it is a potent force.
Both economic and political
nationalism are substantial
ideological programmes
which have to be accommod-
ated in any reconstruction of
the liberal order. The liberal
order will have to go beyond
the theoretical underpin-
nings of the North Atlantic,

will have to include the rest
of us. You may debate the
nature of nationalism but it is
a nationalist narrative.
Europeans have forgotten
that they arrived at this free
trade globalisation paradigm
via trade protectionism and
tariffs, and there appears to
be an amnesia of history, on

imperial doings, in reaching
this space. These things have
to be understood for a genu-
inely universalist liberal or-
der. 

You suggest that both U.S.
President Donald Trump
and Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, by
moving politics from the
Centre — where the liberal
order had located it —
have become disruptors.
What is the way for the
Congress in India, in that
scheme? 

■ The one difference
between President Trump
and Prime Minister Modi, is
that the former was a minor-
itarian candidate, a populist,
who takes one section of the
population as the “true” rep-
resentative of the nation and
the rest being characterised

as effetes. Prime Minister
Modi went the other way. He
realised that the BJP was
playing in the centre ground
under [former Prime Minis-
ter] Atal Bihari Vajpayee and
minimising its differences
with the Congress. So in
1996, 1998, 1999, the max-
imum the party got in Parlia-
ment was 180 or so seats. My
hunch is that sitting in
Ahmedabad, Narendra Modi
was the first BJP man to fig-
ure that it wasn’t working.
He realised that you do not
hide your personality but
you adapt it by going inclus-
ive. So Sabka Saath, Sabka
Vikas came up, and while
some may dismiss it by not
believing him, the people at
large do.

Trump may have gone off
centre, but Modi has reinven-
ted it. He is building a BJP
where the core Hindu na-

tionalism hasn’t gone away
but that is not the only thing.
To govern India you need in-
clusiveness, not just on reli-
gious grounds but on devel-
opmental grounds. A prime
example is what he said
about celebrating the Quit In-
dia movement, where he
said corruption and com-
munalism should quit India,
unlike Nitish Kumar who
hewed to the binary presen-
ted by the Opposition of tak-
ing a stand against corrup-
tion but giving in to
communalism ( joining BJP).
Prime Minister Modi rejected
that binary. 

What is the prescription
for the Congress? 

■ I would advise the Con-
gress to construct a narrative
based on citizenship, not on
the binaries of secular-com-

munal. Religion is a private
matter, and a person’s rights
should be guaranteed as cit-
izens of the country not be-
cause they are Hindus or
Muslims. For example,
Taslima Nasreen’s is an inter-
esting case where in West
Bengal, even the Commun-
ists were not backing her be-
cause of fear of losing
Muslim votes. You cannot
have something like that in a
genuinely secular country,
and if secularism is just a
vote-getting trick, then that
is failing too. My prescription
is you go back to the notion
of rights, a notion of citizen-
ship, a consequence of that,
of course, could be a rethink
on caste-based reservations
and more in terms of affirm-
ative action. A notion that
Mohan Bhagwat got shut
down for before the Bihar
polls. 

‘PM has realised that to govern India you need inclusiveness’
The Indian-origin U.K. leader says Modi has reinvented the centre, building a BJP where Hindu nationalism is not the only thing

Nistula Hebbar

<> Congress needs to

construct a narrative

based on citizenship,

not on the secular-

communal binaries 

INTERVIEW | LORD MEGHNAD DESAI

The National Commission
for Women (NCW) has
sought a free and fair invest-
igation into the alleged stalk-
ing of a woman in Chand-
igarh by Vikas Barala, son of
Subhash Barala, president of
the Haryana State unit,
while the victim’s father
sought “maximum punish-
ment” for the accused.

The commission has
asked for regular updates,
NCW chairperson Lalitha
Kumaramangalam said. “In
the letter [to the police], we
have asked them to conduct
a quick, immediate, fair and
free investigation in the case
and let us know what is hap-
pening in every stage,” she
said.

Vikas, 23, and his friend,
Ashish Kumar, 27, were ar-
rested and released on bail.
The two were charged with
bailable sections of the In-
dian Penal Code and the Mo-
tor Vehicles Act.

Cong. charges
Ms. Kumaramangalam’s
comments came amid alleg-
ations by the Congress that
the Union government and
the BJP were conspiring to
hush up the case.

“I have always said that
who these people are should
not matter ... they could be
rich, poor, political, reli-
gious, doesn’t matter. Crime
against women is crime
against women,” she said. 

“Unfortunately, the police
and the judicial system
come under a lot of pressure
from the so-called VVIPs
and that is not correct.”

Ms. Kumaramangalam
also described as “regret-
table and unfortunate” the
reported remarks by Chand-
igarh BJP vice-president

Ramveer Bhatti that girls
and women should not be
going out alone during mid-
night. Denying making such
comments, Mr. Bhatti said,
“What I meant to convey is
that it is the responsibility of
parents to watch over their
children and their activities.
It is a general statement and
not one directed at the vic-
tim.” 

Father’s stand
In a Facebook post, the wo-
man’s father, an IAS officer,
said that he would move

court if charges against the
duo were “diluted”.

He, however, asserted
that the family would not in-
terfere with the investiga-
tion. 

“We will not interfere
with the investigation or the
prosecution, just as we do
not want the accused to in-
fluence the investigation in
any way. The police and pro-
secution should be allowed
to do their job. We will join
the investigation whenever
required by the police. We
will contest in the court if we

feel the charges are diluted
or inadequately framed,” he
said.

Not to back out
He promised the people
who were supporting his
family that, “We shall not,
ever, back out or stand out,
irrespective of hardships or
pressures.”

He said the accused were
law students and hence fully
aware of the consequences
of their action. “Our target is
to ensure that the guilty are
brought to book,” he said.

Women’s panel seeks fair probe into stalking case
Victim’s father seeks ‘maximum punishment’ for the accused, says will move court if charges against the duo are ‘diluted’

Press Trust of India

New Delhi

The Home Ministry said on
Monday that it had “no
business” to interfere in the
police investigations regard-
ing a “local case” in
Chandigarh.

“The Home Ministry has
no business to get into [in-
terfere with] a local case,”
Union Minister of State for
Home Kiren Rijiju said
denying allegations made
by the Congress.

New SSP appointed
Amid the controversy
around the stalking incid-
ent, the Ministry appointed
a woman Indian Police Ser-
vice (IPS) officer, Jagdalek
Nilambari Vijay, as Senior
Superintendent of Police,
Chandigarh, a post lying va-
cant for months. 

Ms. Vijay, a 2008-batch
officer of the Punjab cadre,
was sent on deputation to
Chandigarh on Monday.

Chandigarh is a Union
Territory, which is admin-
istered by the Home Min-
istry, in accordance with
the provisions of Article 239
to 241 of the Constitution. 

The Governor of Punjab
functions as the Adminis-
trator of the Union Territ-
ory of Chandigarh and a
senior IAS officer functions
as Adviser to the Adminis-
trator. 

“Since my response is
strictly according to media
coverage, my assessment is
that the accused should not
have been allowed to be let
out on bail immediately. His
custody ought to have been
sought to verify the com-
plaint,” Puducherry Lieu-
tenant-Governor Kiran Bedi
told The Hindu.

Police would have played
a more just role in a sensit-
ive crime as of stalking and
alleged attempt to kidnap,"
Ms Bedi, a former IPS of-
ficer said.

It’s ‘no business’ of the
Home Ministry: Rijiju

Denies Cong. charge of interference

Vijaita Singh
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Biren pushes for greater
India-ASEAN ties in Laos
IMPHAL

Manipur Chief Minister 

N. Biren Singh on Monday

emphasised on enhancing

road and maritime

connectivity with ASEAN

region. He was addressing

the 25th anniversary

celebration conference of the

ASEAN-India Dialogue

Partnership at Vientiane, the

capital of Laos.

IN BRIEF

Medha Patkar removed
from protest site in M.P.
BHOPAL

Social activist Medha Patkar

and 11 others were on

Monday taken to hospitals by

the police from Chikhalda

village in Dhar district of

Madhya Pradesh, where they

have been sitting on an

indefinite fast since July 27.

Ms. Patkar, the founder of the

Narmada Bachao Andolan,

and her associates had

launched the fast demanding

“proper” rehabilitation and

resettlement of those

affected by the Sardar

Sarovar Project. PTI

A Supreme Court Bench, led
by Justice Dipak Misra, is
scheduled to hear on August
11 a batch of appeals in the
Babri Masjid-Ramjanmab-
hoomi title dispute.

The Special Bench will in-
clude Justices Ashok
Bhushan and S. Abdul Naz-
eer. 

The court recently indic-
ated that it would start hear-
ing the long-pending appeals
shortly.

On March 21, Chief Justice
of India J.S. Khehar, had on
an oral mentioning by BJP
leader Subramanian Swamy,
suggested an out-of-court
rapprochement among rival

parties in the 68-year-old dis-
pute. The Chief Justice had
advocated peace
negotiations.

On March 22, 2016, a
Bench led by then Chief
Justice of India T.S. Thakur
said that Dr. Swamy’s plea to
“rebuild” the Ram temple

would be sent to the appro-
priate Bench dealing with
the Ramjanmabhoomi title
dispute appeals. At that
time, the Supreme Court had
said that the case would be
tagged with the appeals and
heard in due course. 

Tension, violence
The dispute, which has seen
much tension and violence
over the past decades, deb-
uted in the courts in the
1950s. On September 2010, a
three-judge Lucknow Bench
of the Allahabad High Court
held that Hindus have the
right to the makeshift temple
under the central dome of
the Babri Masjid. The High
Court ruled in favour of a

three-part division of the dis-
puted 2.77-acre area among
Sunni Waqf Board, Nirmohi
Akhara and the Ram Lalla at
the disputed site. The Bench
had relied on Hindu faith,
belief and folklore.

The Sunni Waqf Board
and other parties filed their
appeals in the Supreme
Court against the 2010 judg-
ment. The appeals have
been pending in the Su-
preme Court for over six
years. The litigation has re-
cords dating back to the 16th
Century and written in sev-
eral languages, including Ar-
abic and Persian. The Alla-
habad High Court judgment
which is under challenge is
itself about 8,000 pages. 

SC to hear appeals in Ayodhya case
Court had suggested out-of-court rapprochement among rival parties

Legal Correspondent

NEW DELHI

Bangladesh will soon open a
new diplomatic mission in
Chennai. Official sources
from Bangladesh said on
Monday that the new post
was likely to focus on med-
ical tourism and educational
centres that drew thousands
of Bangladesh citizens to In-
dia every year.

“The main focus of the
new diplomatic station in
Chennai will be to address
the needs of Bangladeshi cit-
izens who visit India for
medical and educational
purposes. Medical treat-
ment, especially super-spe-
cialty treatment of kidney,
eye and neurological issues

available in southern India,
is the best in the region,
which draws our citizens to
India in large numbers. This
has helped build a strong
people-to-people bond,” said
a diplomatic source from
Bangladesh. The decision to
open the new mission in
Chennai, said the official,
was taken on Monday during
a Cabinet meeting chaired by
Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina.

“We are opening 17 new

diplomatic missions across
the world, including the new
one in Chennai,” said the of-
ficial, highlighting that the
decision on Chennai was
part of a bilateral agreement
between India and
Bangladesh.

Bangladesh at present has
a High Commission in Delhi,
two Deputy High Commis-
sions in Kolkata and Mum-
bai, and two Assistant High
Commissions in Guwahati
and Agartala. The outpost in
Agartala was the latest to be
upgraded in the past decade.

Bangladesh emerged as
the largest overseas user of
India’s health services sector
during 2015-16. Reports sug-
gest that out of the 4,60,000

foreign patients treated in In-
dian hospitals, nearly
165,000 were from
Bangladesh. The total num-
ber of Bangladeshi patients
generated $0.34 billion in
revenue for India during the
period, which was studied
by the Directorate-General of
Commercial Intelligence and
Statistics. Bangladeshis have
also emerged as the largest
number of foreign tourists to
India mainly due to medical
tourism. During the April
visit of Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, both sides
also concluded an agree-
ment to help family mem-
bers of the veterans of the
1971 war get medical treat-
ment in Indian hospitals.

Dhaka to open mission in Chennai
New post likely to focus on medical tourism and educational centres

Kallol Bhattacherjee

NEW DELHI <> We are opening 17

new diplomatic

missions across the

world

Bangladeshi official

The Union Home Ministry
is examining the proposed
specifications for providing
data connectivity services
through mobile towers in-
stalled in the Left Wing Ex-
tremism-affected areas
across 10 States, in view of
the possible security
implications.

In coordination with the
Ministry of Home Affairs
(MHA), the Department of
Telecommunications has
already got towers installed
in over 2,000 sites during
Phase-I of the mobile con-
nectivity scheme in Naxal-
affected districts. 

Issues related to installa-
tion of towers and im-
proved road and air con-
nectivity were taken up
during a review meeting
chaired by Home Minister
Rajnath Singh on May 8. It
was attended by the Chief
Ministers of six States,
apart from Intelligence and
security officials.

The government, at the
meeting, said Phase-II of
installation of mobile
towers would soon be initi-
ated. States such as
Jharkhand and Chhattis-
garh have also sought an
upgrade of mobile
communications

New mobile
data plan for
Naxal areas 
Devesh K. Pandey

NEW DELHI

BJP MP Subramanian
Swamy has accused the
Chandigarh police of doing
a “somersault” on the case,
and said he would file a
public interest litigation
petition in the Punjab and
Haryana High Court for a
court-monitored CBI probe
into the stalking incident.
“With my associate lawyer
A.P. Jagga, I will file a PIL,”
he tweeted.

Swamy seeks
CBI probe 
Press Trust of India

New Delhi
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Three die of diarrhoea in
Nagaland
KOHIMA

Three persons have died in

the past four days due to

diarrhoea and at least a

hundred are affected by it in

Nagaland’s Mon district.The

three dead are above 80

years of age and had reported

the symptoms of diarrhoea,

officials said. PTI
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WORLD

Jordan’s King Abdullah
visits West Bank 
RAMALLAH

Jordan’s King Abdullah

visited the West Bank on

Monday — a signal to Israel

that he is closing ranks with

the Palestinians on key

issues, such as a contested

Jerusalem shrine. He met

with Palestinian President

Mahmoud Abbas. AP

ELSEWHERE

Another high-rise in
Dubai struck by fire 
DUBAI

A fire struck a high-rise in the

Dubai Marina for the third

time in four days, forcing the

evacuation of a beachfront

hotel. The fire was “swiftly

brought under control” and

all the guests were evacuated

safely, the hotel said. AP

Jamaat-ud-Dawa floats
political party
ISLAMABAD

Banned Pakistani militant

group Jamaat-ud-Dawa,

which was founded by Hafiz

Saeed, is seeking to enter the

political sphere by launching

a party. Saifullah Khalid, a

religious scholar and long-

time official of the group, was

chosen as the president of the

newly formed Milli Muslim

League party. PTI

Wreckage of U.S. military
jet found off Australia
SYDNEY

The submerged wreckage of a

U.S. military aircraft was

found on Monday, two days

after it crashed into the sea

off the east coast of Australia

and left three U.S. Marines

presumed dead, Australia’s

Defence minister said. An

Australian navy dive team

plans to start recovering the

plane on Monday night. AP

North Korea vowed on
Monday that tough new
United Nations sanctions
would not stop it from devel-
oping its nuclear arsenal, as
it rejected talks and angrily
warned the United States of
retaliation.

The message of defiance
was the first major response
to the U.S.-drafted sanctions,
which the UN Security Coun-
cil unanimously approved
over the weekend and which
could cost North Korea $1 bil-
lion a year.

The North’s sole major
ally China, accused by the
United States of doing too
little to rein in Pyongyang,
piled on the diplomatic pres-
sure by vowing to fully im-
plement the new sanctions. 

“We will under no circum-
stances put the nukes and
ballistics rockets on [the] ne-
gotiating table,” North
Korean Foreign Minister Ri
Yong-ho said in a statement
released in the Philippine
capital Manila, where he was
attending a regional security
forum. “Neither shall we
flinch even an inch from the
road to bolstering up the
nuclear forces chosen by
ourselves unless the hostile
policy and nuclear threat of
the U.S. against the DPRK
[North Korea] are funda-
mentally eliminated.”

No quick dialogue
In an earlier statement re-
leased via its official KCNA
news agency, North Korea
threatened to make the U.S.
“pay the price for its crime...
thousands of times” for
drafting the sanctions.

Mr. Ri was among two
dozen ministers attending
the security forum, includ-

ing Chinese Foreign Minister
Wang Yi, U.S. Secretary of
State Rex Tillerson and top
diplomats from other Asia-
Pacific nations. 

For his part, Mr. Tillerson
ruled out a quick return to
dialogue with North Korea,
saying Washington would
only consider talks if Py-
ongyang halted its ballistic
missile programme.

“The best signal that
North Korea could send that
they’re prepared to talk
would be to stop these mis-
sile launches,” Mr. Tillerson
told reporters.

Mr. Tillerson did hold out
the prospect of U.S. envoys
at some point sitting down
with Pyongyang, but he re-
fused to say how long the
North might have to refrain
from testing more long-range
missiles beforehand. 

“I’m not going to give
someone a specific number
of days or weeks. This is
really about the spirit of
these talks,” he said.

The sanctions were in re-
sponse to the North’s two in-
tercontinental ballistic mis-
sile tests last month, after
which Kim boasted that he

could now strike any part of
the United States.

Pyongyang’s fiery state-
ment via KCNA on Monday
hit out at Beijing and Mo-
scow, which has also offered
the North diplomatic cover
in the past.

North Korea warned that
nations which “received ap-
preciation from the United
States” for supporting the
resolution would also be
“held accountable”. 

Olive branch rejected
Seoul sought to extend an
olive branch to the North in
a brief and rare encounter
on Sunday between South
Korean Foreign Minister
Kang Kyung-wha and Mr. Ri
at a dinner to welcome the
diplomats to Manila.

Ms. Kang urged Mr. Ri to
accept Seoul’s offers of milit-
ary talks to ease tensions on
the divided peninsula and
for discussions on a new
round of reunions for di-
vided families, according to
South Korea’s Yonhap news
agency. But Mr. Ri immedi-
ately rejected the offer and
said it “lacked sincerity”,
Yonhap reported.

North Korea de�ant after
new sanctions, rejects talks 
Vows to make the United States ‘pay the price for its crime... thousands of times’

Tense times: South Korean soldiers patrol along the fence in
Paju, near the border with North Korea, on Monday. * AP

Agence France-Presse

Manila

Mathew Lempurkel knew
two issues would fire up
voters in the drought-rav-
aged region of Laikipia ahead
of Kenya’s elections: race
and land.

Mr. Lempurkel’s promise,
caught on tape last month,
that “white people will go
home” if Kenyans voted for
the Opposition on August 8
electrified his supporters
and showed how national
elections are inflaming long-
running local disputes.

The widespread protests
and ethnic violence that fol-
lowed elections a decade ago
are unlikely to recur since
the 2010 Constitution gave
counties more power and
money and removed the win-
ner-takes-all tradition of
presidential patronage.

But on the plains of
Laikipia, Mr. Lempurkel’s
home, local politics can still

be a spark for unrest as can-
didates’ efforts to win over
voters can feed ethnic rival-
ries and a competition for
ever-scarcer resources. 

A growing population
coupled by years of overgraz-
ing and a regional drought
devastated Laikipia’s grass-
lands last year. After their
communally managed land
became bare earth studded
with cactuses, herdsmen
brought their cattle onto
private land, where grass still
grew because the owners
had built dams and preven-
ted overgrazing.

Stephen Lengerded, a 22-
year-old herdsman from the
same Samburu community
as Mr. Lempurkel, said 2,000
people came to his village
and cut fences to let their
cows graze on the neigh-
bouring Mugie conservancy,
whose manager is a white
Kenyan.

Mr. Lempurkel has been

charged with incitement of
racial hatred for his com-
ments, which were recorded
by a member of the audience

at a rally with Opposition
leader Raila Odinga.

Complaints against big
landowners include that they

have too much land, con-
tinue to reap the benefits of
colonial rule or care more
about wildlife than people

and their livelihoods.
The landowners, who in-

clude blacks and whites, re-
tort that they purchased
their land decades after inde-
pendence in 1963 and that
their ranches or wildlife
parks provide jobs and tax
revenue. They say overgraz-
ing only exacerbates long-
term environmental
problems.

Deadly clashes
Hundreds of jobs were lost
when herders began coming
onto private land, forcing ho-
tels and lodges to shutter and
cattle ranchers to sell off
cattle before they were shot
or stolen. The government of
President Uhuru Kenyatta
was slow to react to the en-
croachments even when
clashes turned deadly be-
cause it was fearful of alienat-
ing voters, said white Kenyan
rancher Maria Dodds. She
was shot at every day for

nearly a month, she said.
Some farmers suspect the

attacks may be aimed at for-
cing rival ethnic groups, such
as Mr. Kenyatta’s Kikuyu, to
flee. “Every time there is an
election, there are attacks,
but this year is the worst,”
said John Kamau, a Kikuyu
farmer on patrol with a ma-
chete. His ethnically mixed
village, on the rocky lip of
the Rift Valley, adjoins the
400-sq-km Laikipia Nature
Conservancy, a private park
where hundreds of armed
herders have camped.

Gunmen shot landowner
Kuki Gallman, a famous
Italian-born conservationist,
in the stomach earlier this
year. They also killed six po-
lice in Mr. Kamau’s village,
Kamwenje, last month and
have launched so many raids
many people now walk an
hour to another village to
sleep after a long day work-
ing on their farms.

Kenya elections heat up local con�icts over ethnicity, land 
Candidates seek to win over voters by in�aming and feeding ethnic rivalries that have been exacerbated by ever-scarcer resources

Reuters

KAMWENJE

Always alert: A Kenyan farmer patrols the edge of the Rift Valley after a spate of attacks in
Laikipia County’s Kamweje village. The country goes to the polls on August 8. * REUTERS

Britain’s Indian community
by and large has avoided the
“worryingly large” income
gap experienced by other
ethnic minority groups in
the country that continues
to persist despite recent
gains, a report published on
Monday suggests.

The report by the Resolu-
tion Foundation, which ex-
amined typical household
incomes by ethnicity, found
“significant differences”,
with white communities
(either British or from bey-
ond) earning over 30% more
than other ethnic groups. 

However, within Britain’s
black and minority ethnic
(BME) communities, Indians
are the best paid, followed
by Britain’s Chinese com-
munity, according to data
collected over the last three
years. 

While the median house-
hold income of white Bri-
tons remained between
£27,000-£25,600, the me-
dian for the Indian com-
munity stood at around
£25,300.

Vulnerable groups
This is not the case for many
of Britain’s other large eth-
nic groups, with British
Bangladeshis, Pakistanis,
and black Africans earning
35%, 34% and 22% respect-
ively less than the white Brit-
ish median. “After taking
housing costs into account
the disposable income gap
between typical white Brit-
ish households and
Bangladeshi households in-
crease to £9,800 (44%),” the
report notes. 

While the gap had begun
to narrow within the
Bangladeshi and Pakistani
communities, the report
notes that it remains “worry-

ingly large”. The report
warns that with some £14 bil-
lion of imminent welfare
cuts, the situation is likely to
worsen for some
communities.

The report also notes
sharp differences between
patterns of home ownership
and employment rates. 

“Ethnicity can therefore
be an important lens
through which to view the
distribution of living stand-
ards in Britain… Some chal-
lenges may come from spe-
cific cultural factors, others
from demographic charac-
teristics such as age, and
length of time spent in the
U.K. Others will stem from
the U.K.’s complex history of
immigration…. and the
changing pattern of discrim-
ination, integration and so-
cial attitudes that has accom-
panied this,” says the report,
which has based its analysis
on official household survey. 

Among the influencing
factors were employment
rates, including for women.
While the rate of employ-

ment of Indian-origin wo-
men is lower (around 60%)
than the rate among the
wider white population, it
remains well above levels of
other minority groups. Em-
ployment rates for men of
Indian origin also remain
high at around 80%. Of all
the ethnic groups, , includ-
ing white communities, Bri-
tain’s Indian community is
also least likely to live in so-
cial housing.

The latest figures will add
to concerns in the country
around the fairness of pay,
and income inequality. The
government estimates that
people in ethnic minority
households are almost twice
as likely to live in poverty as
white people. In August last
year, the government an-
nounced an audit to tackle
racial disparities in “public
service outcomes”. “The
public will be able to check
how their race effects how
they are treated on key is-
sues such as health, educa-
tion, and employment,” the
government said at the time.

White communities still earn over 30% more than others 

Vidya Ram

London

Troubling news: The report warns that imminent welfare cuts
will put some ethnic groups, such as British Bangladeshis and
Pakistanis, in a vulnerable position. * GETTY IMAGES

British Indians best o� among
minority ethnic groups: report

China is “100%”
committed to enforcing
the latest round of United
Nations sanctions against
North Korea over its
nuclear weapons
programme, Beijing’s top
diplomat said on Monday. 

“China will for sure
implement that new
resolution 100%, fully and
strictly,” Foreign Minister
Wang Yi told reporters
through a translator on the
sidelines of a regional
security forum in the
Philippine capital.

South Korean President
Moon Jae-in and his U.S.
counterpart, Donald
Trump, also agreed to
apply maximum pressure
and sanctions on North
Korea in a telephone call
on Monday.

During an hour-long
phone call, Mr. Moon and
Mr. Trump said they
would continue
cooperating to rein in
Pyongyang, particularly
ahead of a regular joint
military drill set for late
August, South Korean
presidential office
spokesman Park Su-hyun
told a media briefing. Mr.
Moon was also quoted as
saying there was a need to
show North Korea the
door to dialogue is still
open, should it give up its
nuclear programme.

Will enforce
sanctions
100%: China 
Agence France-Presse

Reuters

Manila

Britain does not recognise
media reports that the gov-
ernment is willing to pay
€40 billion (approx. ₹3.1
trillion) to exit the
European Union, Prime
Minister Theresa May’s
spokesman said on
Monday.

The so-called “exit bill”
is one of the first issues on
the Brexit negotiating
agenda, and also one of the
most contentious. The EU
has floated a figure of €60
billion, while Britain has
not indicated how much it
would be prepared to pay.

The Sunday Telegraph
reported that Britain
would be willing to pay up
to €40 billion, citing three
unnamed sources familiar
with Britain’s negotiating
strategy. “In terms of this
figure, I don’t recognise it,”
Ms. May’s spokesman told
reporters. “The Prime Min-
ister made clear in the let-
ter triggering Article 50
[the EU exit process] that
the U.K. and the EU need
to discuss a fair settlement
of both our rights and ob-
ligations as an EU member
state.”

Tight schedule
Britain has less than two
years to negotiate the
terms of its exit from the
EU — an unprecedented
untangling of more than 40
years of legal, economic
and political ties.

When asked whether
Britain and the EU were ex-
pecting to come up with a
firm figure for the exit bill
at this stage in the talks, or
a less precise agreement
covering the rules which
would be used to calculate
it, the spokesman said:
“I'm not getting into a run-
ning commentary on the
negotiations or the precise
structure of them.”

The Bill is expected to
be made up of money Bri-
tain has already committed
to the multi-year EU
budget, ongoing financial
risks it agreed during its
membership to help cover,
and a contribution to the
pension scheme for EU
officials.

U.K. denies
agreeing to
€40 billion 
Brexit Bill 
Reuters

London

The Taliban and Islamic
State (IS) jointly massacred
dozens of civilians in an
Afghan village, officials said
on Monday, highlighting rare
cooperation between the in-
surgents that could increase
the strain on Afghanistan's
beleaguered security forces.

The fighters killed more
than 50 men, women and
children in the remote Sayad
district of northern Sar-e Pul
province on Saturday after
overrunning the Afghan
Local Police (ALP) — a gov-
ernment-backed militia — in
a 48-hour battle, according
to local officials.

“It was a joint operation
by Daesh [IS] and Taliban
fighters. They had recruited
forces from other provinces
of the country and attacked
Mirzawalang village,” Zabi-
hullah Amani, a spokesman
for the provincial governor,
told AFP.

The spokesman alleged
that dozens of Taliban and IS
group fighters under the
command of Sher Mo-
hammad Ghazanfar, a local
Taliban commander, who
Mr. Amani claims pledged al-
legiance to IS, launched a co-
ordinated attack on the area
on Thursday.

“The fighters overran the
area and it led to the mas-
sacre of innocent and de-
fenceless civilians,” he said.

Most of those killed were
shot but some were be-
headed, Mr. Amani said.

Verifying information
from poor, mountainous
areas of Afghanistan made
inaccessible by fighting and
with patchy communica-
tions is difficult, and AFP
was not able to access the
village.

Mohammad Noor Rah-
mani, head of Sar-e-Pul’s
provincial council, said 44 of
the 50 victims were believed
to be civilians, with the ALP

militia also suffering casual-
ties. “This is not the final
toll. It might change because
the area is inaccessible and
no telephone networks are
working to get an update,”
he told AFP.

Vying for supremacy
The Taliban and IS fighters
have regularly clashed since
the latter gained a foothold
in eastern Afghanistan in
2015, as the two vie for su-
premacy in the war-torn
country. An Afghan security
source told AFP there had
been around three incidents
in the past where fighters
from both groups had
teamed up to deal a blow to
Afghan forces in certain
areas.

Zabihullah Mujahid, a
spokesman for the Taliban,
confirmed to AFP that it had
captured Mirzawalang vil-
lage but said it had done so
alone. It also denied allega-
tions it had killed civilians.

Local Taliban leader pledged allegiance to IS, says o�cial

Agence France-Presse

Kabul

‘Taliban, IS joined hands
to massacre 50 civilians’

A truck bomb injured at
least 34 people late on
Monday in Pakistan, offi-
cials said, in the latest
bombing to rattle the east-
ern city of Lahore. 

“The explosive material
was planted on a truck,
which was loaded with
fruit,” Abdullah Khan Sum-
bal, a top government offi-
cial in Lahore, told AFP. “At
least 34 people have been
injured, most of them were
passers-by,” Mr. Sumbal
said, adding that the in-
jured had been taken to
two hospitals.

Authorities have
launched an investigation
to determine how and
when the truck arrived in
the area, Mr. Sumbal
added.

Jam Sajjad Hussain, a
rescue service spokesman,
said that at least three of
the injured were in a crit-
ical condition. The power-
ful explosion destroyed a
nearby building and dam-
aged several vehicles.

Truck bomb
injures 34
in Lahore
Agence France-Presse

Lahore

More than 180 migrants
stormed a border post
between Morocco and the
Spanish territory of Ceuta
on Monday, careering
through with agents unable
to stop them, authorities
said.

“They entered at five in
the morning running
through,” a spokesman for
the Central government’s
representative office in
Ceuta told AFP, adding there
were 187 people in total.

In a safe haven
Footage of the incident
broadcast on local television
showed the migrants from
sub-Saharan Africa sprinting
over the border from the
Moroccan side while it was
still dark. Once on Spanish
soil, they celebrated, raising
their hands in joy to the
camera, one man kneeling
on the floor.

Ceuta and Melilla, an-

other Spanish territory on
Morocco’s northern border,
have the EU’s only land bor-
ders with Africa. As a result,
they are entry points for mi-
grants desperate to get to
Europe and who regularly
try to climb the high border
fences, swim along the coast
or hide in vehicles crossing
the frontier.

A police spokesman, how-

ever, said this type of bor-
der-crossing attempt —
sprinting through manned
posts — was very rare. “It’s
been a long time since we've
had any attempt of this kind
here,” he said. The migrants
who reached Ceuta were
eventually rounded up and
taken to a reception centre,
where they can apply for
asylum in Spain.

Over 180 migrants storm
Morocco-Spain border post
They were later rounded up and taken to a reception centre

Agence France-Presse

Madrid

Sense of relief: Migrants react after crossing the border 
to reach the Spanish enclave of Ceuta on Monday. * REUTERS
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PRICE CHANGE

ACC. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1817.35. . . . . . . . . 4.00

Adani Ports. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 414.25. . . . . . . . . 7.60

Ambuja Cements. . . .. . . . . . 279.50. . . . . . . . . 2.05

Asian Paints. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1149.65. . . . . . . . -7.65

Aurobindo Pharma . . . . . . 724.45. . . . . . . . -0.85

Axis Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 505.80. . . . . . . . -2.30

Bajaj Auto . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2889.25. . . . . . . 14.60

Bank of Baroda . . . . . .. . . . . . 160.05. . . . . . . . . 1.10

Bharti Airtel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 417.45. . . . . . . . -3.45

Bosch . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 24353.85. . . -206.35

BPCL. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 527.70. . . . . . . . . 9.80

Cipla . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 566.50. . . . . . . . -2.20

Coal India . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 251.50. . . . . . . . . 2.30

Dr Reddys Lab . . . . . . . .. . . . 2206.95. . . . . . -32.60

Eicher Motors. . . . . . . . .. 31969.85. . . . . 332.60

GAIL (India). . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 381.60. . . . . . . . . 3.85

HCL Tech. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 886.00. . . . . . . . -4.65

HDFC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1725.40. . . . . . . . -5.95

HDFC Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1788.55. . . . . . . . -1.70

Hero MotoCorp . . . . . .. . . . 3952.70. . . . . . . . -3.85

Hindalco . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 227.65. . . . . . . . . 2.40

Hind Unilever . . . . . . . . .. . . . 1186.30. . . . . . . . -5.80

Indiabulls HFL . . . . . . . .. . . . 1199.50. . . . . . -13.70

ICICI Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 300.15. . . . . . . . . 3.90

IndusInd Bank . . . . . . . .. . . . 1650.50. . . . . . -14.20

Bharti Infratel . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 397.85. . . . . . . . -8.70

Infosys . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 968.25. . . . . . -15.50

Indian OilCorp . . . . . . . .. . . . . . 431.20. . . . . . . 12.25

ITC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 279.85. . . . . . . . -0.90

Kotak Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 997.90. . . . . . . . . 1.70

L&T . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1179.95. . . . . . . . . 4.10

Lupin . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 985.05. . . . . . . . -7.75

M&M . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1400.75. . . . . . -17.30

Maurti Suzuki . . . . . . . . .. . . . 7838.65. . . . . . . 68.35

NTPC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 174.45. . . . . . . . -2.90

ONGC . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 165.90. . . . . . . . -0.50

PowerGrid Corp . . . . .. . . . . . 225.95. . . . . . . . . 1.35

Reliance Ind . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1616.35. . . . . . . . -5.80

State Bank . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 311.20. . . . . . . . . 5.95

Sun Pharma . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 505.55. . . . . . . . -0.85

Tata Motors . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 430.00. . . . . . . . -5.60

Tata Motors DVR. . . .. . . . . . 250.35. . . . . . . . -4.65

Tata Power . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 80.00. . . . . . . . -0.25

Tata Steel . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 600.05. . . . . . . 24.20

TCS . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2503.45. . . . . . -19.35

Tech Mahindra . . . . . . .. . . . . . 406.35. . . . . . . . -2.65

UltraTech Cement. .. . . . 4049.95. . . . . . -31.40

Vedanta . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287.70. . . . . . . . -1.15

Wipro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 287.75. . . . . . . . -1.65

YES Bank. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1799.85. . . . . . . . -8.10

Zee Entertainment . . . . . . 540.65. . . . . . . . -1.20

EXCHANGE RATES

Indicative direct rates in rupees a unit
except yen at 4 p.m. on August 07

CURRENCY TT BUY TT SELL

US Dollar . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 63.60. . . . . . . 63.92

Euro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 75.01. . . . . . . 75.41

British Pound. . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 82.98. . . . . . . 83.40

Japanese Yen (100) . .. . 57.38. . . . . . . 57.67

Chinese Yuan . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . . . 9.46. . . . . . . . . 9.51

Swiss Franc . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .. . 65.38. . . . . . . 65.71

Singapore Dollar . . . . . . .. . 46.64. . . . . . . 46.90

Canadian Dollar. . . . . . . . .. . 50.14. . . . . . . 50.40

Malaysian Ringitt . . . . . .. . 14.84. . . . . . . 14.93

Source:Indian Bank

BULLION RATES CHENNAI

August 07 rates in rupees with previ-
ous rates in parentheses

Retail Silver (1g) . . . . . . . . . . . 39.90. . . . . (39.81)

22 ct gold (1 g) . .. . . . . . . . . . . 2,711. . . . . (2,712)

market watch

07-08-2017 % CHANGE

Sensex dddddddddddddddddddddd 32,274 ddddddddddddd-0.16 

US Dollardddddddddddddddddddd 63.80 ddddddddddddd-0.35

Brent oil ddddddddddddddddddddd 51.66 ddddddddddddd-1.43

The oil and gas exploration
and production business is
likely to get a boost following
a proposal to exempt the
profit petroleum paid to the
Centre from the Goods and
Services Tax (GST).

The production sharing
contracts (PSCs) signed for
exploration and develop-
ment of oil fields require op-
erators to pay a pre-determ-
ined share of the surplus
petroleum output to the
Centre as a form of royalty.
Currently, such profit petro-
leum is subject to GST as it
has been construed as a pay-
ment made by firms for a
service.

Though profit petroleum
is legally taxable, the levy of
GST doesn’t appear to be in
sync with the PSCs signed
under the New Exploration
Licensing Policy or NELP,
said officials aware of the de-
velopment, adding that the
proposal to rectify this is
likely to be taken up by the
GST Council at its next meet-
ing in September. 

‘Implicit cost’
“The PSC allows contractors
to recover all expenses in-
curred in exploration, devel-
opment, production and this
includes costs of all inputs
and indirect taxes paid
thereon (except corporate
income tax). If profit petro-
leum is a consideration paid
to the government for the
right to explore, it is also an
implicit cost,” said an offi-
cial, who spoke on the con-
dition of anonymity.

However, operators are
not allowed to recover the
profit petroleum paid to the
government as a cost under
the PSC. Moreover, if GST is
to be levied on the govern-
ment’s share of profit petro-
leum, disputes could arise
on whether the contractor
can pay the GST out of his
own profit petroleum.

Industry bodies such as
CII had made several repres-
entations on the issue to the
Centre, contending that pay-
ing a share in profit petro-

leum to the government is a
profit-sharing arrangement
rather than a payment for a
service. While officials dis-
puted this interpretation and
said that the relationship
between the government
and contractors is of an as-
signor and assignee, they
concede that the GST levy
has the potential to lead to
litigations and disputes.

“Profit petroleum in this
context is the government’s
share from exploration and
production activity, so the
question whether the ex-
plorer should be liable to pay
tax on it or not has been de-
liberated for long,” said An-
ish De, partner and head (in-
frastructure) at KPMG India. 

“This is not good for redu-
cing India’s dependence on
imported oil and gas. So, in
order to quell the concerns
of this strategically import-
ant sector, we have mooted
that the GST Council con-
sider exempting govern-
ment’s share of profit petro-
leum from the tax,” the
official said. 

“Profit petroleum is a bid-
ding parameter for players
under the NELP regime and
they are required to share
varying amounts of the sur-
plus oil drilled beyond a par-
ticular threshold with the
government,” said K.
Ravichandran, senior vice-
president at ratings agency
ICRA.

“To be required to pay
GST on what in itself is a
physical levy paid to the gov-

ernment is inequitable so
any rationalisation on this
front will bring relief to the
sector,” said Mr.
Ravichandran.

“In the overall scheme of
NELP, treating government’s
share in profit petroleum as
a cost and levying GST ap-
pears odd,” the official said.

At the same time, the gov-
ernment is likely to clarify
that ‘cost petroleum’ —
which is the value of petro-
leum that a contractor can
take in order to recover all
contract costs for explora-
tion and royalty incurred
during a year — could be
taxable.

“Cost petroleum is not a
consideration for a service to
the government and thus not
taxable per se. However, it is
a valid measure of mining
service provided by an oper-
ator, which is taxable... espe-
cially where details of cash
bills raised by the operator
are not available with au-
thorities,” said an official,
adding that a clarification
may be issued to make this
clear.

Terming the proposed
change in GST applicability
on profit petroleum share as
a strong signal for explora-
tion and production players
that it is serious about scal-
ing up exploration business,
Mr. De said the stance taken
for existing NELP on the is-
sue will also extend to the
new HELP regime where a
revenue-sharing arrange-
ment is proposed. 

Pro�t petroleum may be
exempt from levy of GST
GST Council may take up issue in its September meeting

Vikas Dhoot

NEW DELHI

Legal tangles: O�cials concede that the GST levy has the
potential to lead to litigations and disputes. * REUTERS

Tata Steel Ltd. returned to
profit in the first quarter of
this year after a loss a year
ago, helped by the ramp up
of its Kalinganagar plant in
Odisha. 

Revenue in the quarter
jumped 19% aided by in-
creased capacity in India
and Tata’s restructuring ef-
forts in Europe, Koushik
Chatterjee, group execut-
ive director (Finance and
Corporate), said.

The steelmaker’s net
profit came in at ₹921 crore
in the quarter ended June
30, compared to a loss of
₹3,183 crore a year earlier.

In the quarter ended
June last year, Tata Steel re-
gistered a loss of ₹3,296
crore related to the sale of
its long products business
in Britain to Greybull Cap-
ital LLP in May 2016. 

The company said total
steel deliveries in the first
quarter had risen about
9%, with domestic deliver-
ies accounting for 47% of
the total.

Tata Steel
swings to
pro�t in Q1
Reuters

The government should have moved faster on resolving the
banking system’s non-performing assets crisis, though it is fi-
nally beginning to tackle them effectively, believes Arvind
Panagariya, the first Vice Chairman of NITI Aayog which re-
placed the Planning Commission. Returning to academics at the
Columbia University, Mr. Panagariya said he was satisfied with
his stint in the government. Excerpts from an interview with The
Hindu:

You were entrusted with
building an institution
from scratch. Are you
leaving at a stage where
you would have wanted it
to be?

■ Most definitely. This (gov-
ernment) was not a job that I
had ever done in my life and
this was not an established
institution, so there were
fears. But you take the
plunge. When the Prime
Minister asks you to come,
do something, it is a huge
honour. I feel very satisfied
with what we have been able
to do in the past over 2.5
years in virtually all direc-
tions. We have built the insti-
tution from scratch and we

have not reproduced the
Planning Commission. This
is a different institution; it
does very different things
from the Commission and
does them differently.

Just as the Commission
continued to evolve with the
times I am sure this institu-
tion will also evolve and will
look a little different 5-10
years later.

What I feel very good
about is that gradually, in
terms of ideas, we are going
beyond what the govern-
ment may be doing. In our
three-year action agenda, we
have ideas which may not
have immediate acceptance
in the government. The func-
tion that this institution has

to do in terms of planting
ideas, we are definitely doing
that. What we do is look for
ideas which have some re-
ceptivity and have the pos-
sibility of becoming more
acceptable.

You released the three-
year action plan. Can we
expect the final document
after consensus-building
with States?

■ That is too long a process…
forging absolute consensus
across various governments.
If it takes too long, the docu-
ment would get diluted. We
have presented the draft to
the governing council. The
ministries have also seen it. I
wrote to all CMs seeking
comments and several did.
We have taken on board sev-
eral suggestions and will
soon be publishing the final
document. I want to see it
out before I leave. 

The other documents (a 7-
year agenda and 15-year vis-
ion document) require more

work. I am not at a stage
where I could have finished it
before I go. Possibly, I could
have produced the first draft
but that does not help as my
successor has to own that
document. It is the wrong
sort of a thing to put out the

draft before the next VC
comes in. The new VC ought
to shape it the way he
wishes.

How do you view the
overall state of the
economy?

■ I think we are continuing
to do reasonably well. I don’t
know where the critics come
from, but if you look at the

three years’ average, growth
is 7.5%. I keep getting trolled
about how I am wrong. But if
you look at 2015-16, there
was a time I was saying by
Q4, we will be touching 8%
and we actually ended at
8.7% and at 8% for the entire
year. 

Likewise, for 2016-17,
people have been saying
growth will be chopped of by
a large percentage. We got
7.1%. This will still be revised,
but certainly the kind of de-
bacle that people were say-
ing and I was contesting…
really has not happened.

In the government, I was
an optimist, but my optim-
ism has not clouded my judg-
ment. I certainly feel fully
vindicated.

Do you see any impact of
GST implementation?

■ We have to wait and see.
By all accounts, it seems
things are going pretty
smoothly. I don’t think this is
going to impact the GDP

growth rate in any major
way. I have been saying that
by Q4 or so we should be
looking at getting back to 8%
growth in a more sustained
kind of way.

Could we have been
bolder on banking
reforms such as reducing
government stake in PSU
banks?

You have to fix the health of
the banks a bit before you go
to that next stage of reforms.
As soon as I arrived, I was ar-
guing that we need to clean
up the NPAs. I think, finally,
we are seriously tackling the
NPAs. In this area also, there
was scepticism, and I hope
that it is dying down because
the procedure is actually
working.

We could have done
things faster...?

I don’t know if we could, but
we should have tried to move
faster.

‘I feel very satis�ed with what we have been able to do’
“The function that this institution has to do in terms of planting ideas, we are de�nitely doing that,” says the �rst Vice-Chairman of NITI Aayog

Yuthika Bhargava

Vikas Dhoot

<> In the government, I

was an optimist, but

that has not clouded

my judgment

INTERVIEW | ARVIND PANAGARIYA

The Insurance Regulatory
and Development Authority
of India (IRDAI) said on
Monday that Life Insurance
Corporation (LIC) of India
had been asked to bring
down its stake in heavy en-
gineering major L&T and
FMCG firm ITC to 15% by
December 2018. 

However, if the insurance
company required more
time, the regulator would
consider, IRDAI Member
Nilesh Sathe said on the side-
lines of an insurance sem-
inar organised by industry
lobby group, CII.

The State-run insurer

holds 16.29% stake in ITC
and 17.97% in L&T.

“Since LIC was buying out
SUUTI disinvestment in
these two scrips and the gov-
ernment would have got the

money, we have allowed LIC
to reduce its stake in L&T
and ITC to 15% by December
2018 and [also] these two are
considered as non-strategic
investments for LIC,” Mr.
Sathe said.

Strategic investment
LIC can continue its strategic
investment in other compan-
ies beyond 15% like in Cor-
poration Bank and LIC Hous-
ing Finance, he said.

LIC is the largest domestic
financial institution in the
equity market with large ex-
posures across sectors. It
holds significant stake in
companies such as LIC Hous-
ing Finance (40.31%) and

TCM (23.72%). It is also
among the largest sharehold-
ers in the banking segment
with large holdings in Bank
of India, Allahabad Bank,
Central Bank of India, Axis
Bank, IDBI Bank, Canara
Bank, Punjab National Bank
and Dena Bank among oth-
ers. Mr. Sathe said IRDAI did
not want any market disrup-
tion due to LIC selling stake
in order to meet the norms. 

Hence, IRDAI could con-
sider it if LIC requested more
time. He said the regulator’s
board meeting, due on Au-
gust 28, will discuss issues
such as broking regulation
and regulatory approval for
new firms.

LIC asked to reduce stake in L&T, ITC 
Firms considered as non-strategic investments for State-run insurer: IRDAI

SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

Mumbai

LIC holds 16.29% stake in
ITC and 17.97% in L&T.

“The number of returns
filed as on August 5 stands at
2,82,92,955 as against
2,26,97,843 filed during the
corresponding period of fic-

The number of income tax
returns filed this financial
year up to August 5 in-
creased by almost 25% and
the advance tax collections
during that period has risen
41.8% over the year-earlier
period, according to the
Centre.

“As a result of demonet-
isation and ‘Operation Clean
Money,’ there is a substantial
increase in the number of In-
come Tax Returns (ITRs)
filed,” the Centre said in a
statement.

sal year 2016-2017, register-
ing an increase of 24.7%
compared to growth rate of
9.9% in the previous year.” 

Advance tax
“Advance tax collections of
personal income tax (i.e.
other than corporate tax) as
on August 5, 2017 showed a
growth of about 41.79% over
the corresponding period in
FY 2016-2017,” the statement
said. “Personal income tax
under self assessment tax
(SAT) grew at 34.25% over
the corresponding period in
FY 2016-2017.”

Number of income tax
returns �led goes up 24.7%
Centre attributes better compliance to demonetisation

Special Correspondent

New Delhi

The number of new tax
payers stood at 55.95 lakh.

Bank of Maharashtra (BoM)
has reduced its benchmark
lending rate — known as
marginal cost of funds
based lending rate — by 5-
15 basis points (bps) across
loan tenures. It is the first
public sector bank to re-
duce lending rates follow-
ing the 25 bps repo rate cut
by Reserve Bank of India
(RBI) last week.

Following the rate cut,
which came into effect
from Monday, the one year
MCLR — to which most
loans are linked — came
down by 5 bps to 8.7%. “In
the light of the upcoming
festive season, Bank of Ma-
harashtra is glad to pass on
the policy benefits to its
customers,” the lender said
in a statement. 

Bank of
Maharashtra
cuts rates 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT

MUMBAI
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IN BRIEF

GIC Re �les papers with
SEBI for public listing 
MUMBAI

National reinsurer GIC Re has

�led the draft red herring

prospectus for public listing

with the SEBI, a senior

o�cial said. It forms part of

the Centre’s plans to list four

state-owned non-life

insurers and the national

reinsurer. “We have �led

DHRP for the company’s

forthcoming IPO... today,”

said a company o�cial. 

“...we have kick-started the

process of IPO and appointed

merchant bankers and legal

counsels,” Alice Vaidyan,

CMD, had said earlier. PTI

Audi announces o�ers
on best selling models
MUMBAI

Audi announced an easy EMI

scheme and other o�ers on

its best selling cars — Audi

A3, Audi Q3 and Audi A4 — in

India to woo buyers before

car prices rise on imposition

of additional cess on luxury

cars. The o�ers include EMIs

starting at ₹24,999. ”We

invite all Audi enthusiasts to

celebrate the ‘unbeatable’

o�ers with us. Our 

best-selling cars are

available now with bene�ts

rarely seen before,” said Rahil

Ansari, head, Audi India.

Fitness One adds one
more women’s centre 
CHENNAI

Fitness One Group India Ltd.

has expanded its ‘PINK’

presence in Chennai with the

unveiling of one more centre.

PINK is a women's �tness

chain promoted by the �rm.

According to its managing

director Arun Kathiresan,

Fitness One would strive to

project best practices on a

par with global standards.

“This will not only change

their (women’s) mindset but

also gradually in�uence

them to adopt �tness

regimens,” he said.

Food company Britannia In-
dustries Ltd. is keen to in-
crease its international foot-
print and is exploring
options on setting up units in
Africa and Myanmar. It is
already implementing its
maiden greenfield project in
Nepal.

“We are keen to increase
our international business
which now stands at ₹700
crores” BIL MD Varun Berry
told The Hindu.

‘One new market a year’
He said that the company
would choose a nation like
Egypt, from where it would
be easy to reach out to other
countries. “Britannia is look-
ing for new markets and will
add one new market every
year,” he said.

The company is investing
₹55 crore in the Nepal unit
which was till now catered to
by its units in Uttar Pradesh

and Bihar. BIL is planning
capital expenditure of ₹400
crore in 2017-18 on its units
in the Mundhra Export Pro-
cessing Zone and its Assam
unit, among other areas.

This would dovetail into
the ₹1,000 crore capital ex-
penditure (over four years)
in the mega food park in
Ranjangaon in Maharashtra.

This would be the biscuit
major’s biggest unit.

To a question on BritChip
Foods, its 60:40 venture
with Greek firm Chipita SA,
Mr. Berry said that BIL had
changed its plans for setting
up the unit in Tamil Nadu. It
will now come up on plot ad-
jacent to the mega food park
project. Company officials

said that better fiscal incent-
ives available for the food
park project in Maharashtra
had led to that decision.

The food park will have
units for making biscuits,
cakes, croissant and rusk. It
will also have an integrated
dairy unit and a flour mill — a
first for Britannia. “We are
exploring the feasibility of
this unit as the JV needs spe-
ciality flour,” he said.

GST impact
He said that the past year
had been challenging with
the demonetisation and the
GST roll out creating hurdles
for the company’s growth.
BIL ended the first quarter
with consolidated revenue
growth of 6% to ₹2,301 crore
and an operating profit
growth of 2% to ₹295 crore.
“GST created a short-term
impact, but is expected to
generate a positive mo-
mentum going forward,” Mr.
Berry said.

Britannia eyes Egypt, Myanmar
Food major aims to increase international sales; plans ₹55 cr. investment in Nepal

Sound bite: “GST had a short-term impact, but is expected to
lend positive momentum,” says Varun Berry.

Indrani Dutta

KOLKATA

Midmark India, a provider
of medical furniture, is aim-
ing to increase the revenue
share from exports by up to
four times by 2020, said a
top official.

“Currently, we export
medical furniture, which
works to 3% of our rev-
enue,” said Sumeet Aggar-
wal, managing director,
Midmark India Pvt. Ltd.
“Our plan is to increase ex-
ports to 10-12% of revenue in
three years by [entering]
newer markets such as
Bangladesh and Nepal.”

Its U.S.-based parent ac-
quired Janak Healthcare
Pvt. Ltd. in 2014 for an un-
disclosed sum. The com-
pany operates in four areas:

medical furniture including
hospital beds and OPD
spaces, diagnostics, home
care and skill development.
For the last 15 years, Janank
Healthcare has been export-
ing its products to more
than 30 countries and it had
received “good responses in
Russia, Africa and West
Asia.”

Adding that Midmark In-
dia had been growing at
20% annually against in-
dustry growth of 14%, he
said the existing demand
outstripped its production
capacity. Mr. Aggarwal said
the firm has invested close
to ₹15 crore on a nano-tech-
nology based medical
device manufacturing plant
in Gujarat, which cuts down
production time.

Midmark India plans
to increase exports
Mulls entry into Bangladesh, Nepal

N. Anand

CHENNAI

Amazon India has unveiled
‘Local Finds’, a service that
enables its customers to sell
their used and new products
with Amazon facilitating de-
livery and payments.

The company said that
through Local Finds, cus-
tomers can buy and sell
across categories including
books, video games, music,
movies, mobiles, tablets and
laptops. Other categories in-
clude accessories, fashion
and home decor.

Delivery and payments
are facilitated by Amazon
such that customers need
not spend their time and
money in meeting strangers
or answering calls and texts,

it said. Mahendra Nerurkar,
director, New Initiatives,
Amazon India, said that ex-
isting solutions available to
sellers and buyers had gaps.
He said that people needed
to commute in traffic and
meet strangers. 

“This leads to privacy and

safety concerns along with
precious time and money
[being] lost,” said Mr. Ner-
urkar, in a statement. “ We
aim to seamlessly connect
sellers and buyers.”

Used goods market
With this service, Amazon
would be competing with
players such Olx, Quikr and
GreenDust, in India’s used
goods market, which, ac-
cording to industry body As-
socham, was worth about
₹1.15 lakhcrore in 2015.

Local Finds was piloted in
Bengaluru with about 600
sellers earlier this year. More
than 30,000 customers have
used the service. The service
is now available in Mumbai,
Hyderabad and Chennai.

Says it will help users avoid wastage of time, money

Special Correspondent

BENGALURU

Delivery and payments are
facilitated by Amazon. * AP

Amazon takes on Quikr, Olx
with its ‘Local Finds’ service

SoftBank CEO Masayoshi
Son on Monday said he re-
spected the decision of
Snapdeal founders to call off
merger talks with Flipkart.
The Japanese firm is now
pursuing separate discus-
sions with the largest Indian
e-tailer.

SoftBank, which an-
nounced a more than 50%
rise in June quarter finan-
cials on Monday, has been
reported to be in talks with
Flipkart for investing up to
$2 billion. 

“We respect the decision
of Snapdeal founders and
we are engaged with Flip-

kart,” Mr. Son said. 
Softbank also said it

would be interested in park-
ing funds in Uber Technolo-
gies or Lyft Inc. in the fu-
ture. This is the first time
Softbank has publicly indic-
ated an interest in Uber. 

Softbank mulls investment in Uber

Press Trust of India

Reuters

New Delhi / TOKYO

Respect decision
by Snapdeal: Son 

Destocking, in the run-up to
the GST implementation,
has severely dented dry cell
battery-maker Eveready In-
dustries India Ltd.’s first
quarter profit. Net profit
dropped 39.3% to Rs 13.6
crore. Operating income
was 4% lower at 338.8 crore.

EIIL sells batteries, flash-
lights and lighting products,
especially LED. It had re-
cently entered the small ap-
pliances segment and is in
the process of demerging its
packet tea business.

Margin impact
The ‘GST-impact’ was most
severely felt in the battery
segment where destocking
by trade channels translated
to a 10% drop in volumes,
EIIL said. It has a more than

50% share of the dry cell
battery market contributing
to a major share in its
turnover. The GST impact
led to a 2% drop in margins

In the flashlight segment,
the impact was less adverse.
This market has many or-
ganised players who have

become apprehensive about
the GST impact and in the
long term, EIIL hopes to be-
nefit from the GST roll out
although its turnover from
this business dropped by
10% in the first quarter, the
company said in an informa-
tion update.

Eveready, however, held a
positive outlook for the cur-
rent quarter saying that a
pick up in demand is indic-
ated and once “all appre-
hensions relating to the new
tax regime were put at rest
at rest, demand is expected
to return to normalcy by
[the] end of this quarter.”

It expected the battery
and flashlight segments to
benefit the most as these
segments bear the max-
imum impact of non-compli-
ance with tax laws by the un-
organised players. 

Battery volumes drop 10% due to action by trade channels 

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Eveready has a more than
50% share of the dry cell
battery market.

Destocking in run-up to
GST dents Eveready net
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Alberto Contador
announces retirement 
MADRID

Two-time Tour de France

winner Alberto Contador

announced on Monday that

he would bring an illustrious

career to an end next month

after racing in the Vuelta a

Espana on home soil. “I will

participate in the next Vuelta

a Espana from August 19 and

the second is that it will be

my last race as a professional

cyclist,” Contador said. AFP

Australian legend 
Betty Cuthbert dead 
SYDNEY

Australian sprinter Betty

Cuthbert, the only athlete to

have won the Olympic 100,

200 and 400m titles, has

died aged 79, Athletics New

South Wales said on Monday.

Cuthbert won the sprint

double and the 4x100m relay

at the 1956 Melbourne

Olympics and returned after

a brief retirement to claim

the 400m in Tokyo eight

years later. Cuthbert was

diagnosed with multiple

sclerosis in 1969 and had

spent much of the latter part

of her life confined to a

wheelchair. REUTERS

Errani fails dope test, 
say reports
ROME

Former French Open finalist

Sara Errani has failed a

doping test for a hormone

that can hide the presence of

the male hormone

testosterone. Traces of

anastrozole, used in the

treatment of breast cancer

but also a masking agent,

were found in the urine of

the 30-year-old former world

number five during a doping

control carried out by the

International Tennis

Federation, the Gazzetta

dello Sport and the Corriere

della Sera said on Monday.

The tests were carried out in

February at her home. AFP

UEFA Super Cup: Real Mad-
rid v Manchester United,
Sony TEN2, 12 a.m. (Wednes-
day) 

TV PICKS

Wriddhiman Saha has tra-
versed a long way from his
roots in Siliguri in West
Bengal to being India’s first-
choice Test wicket-keeper. 

And when he steps into
the Pallekele International
Stadium near Kandy on Au-
gust 12, where India and Sri
Lanka play their third and fi-
nal Test, it will be Saha’s
100th First Class game.

Remarkably efficient be-
hind the stumps, Saha eli-
cited a ‘he is the best in this
format’ comment from skip-
per Virat Kohli during the
post-match presentation at
the Sinhalese Sports Club
(SSC) on Sunday, after the
end of the second Test. 

In a meeting with report-
ers on Monday afternoon,
Saha was pleasantly sur-
prised when told about his
imminent landmark. 

He spoke about issues
ranging from his glove-work
to assisting Kohli in seeking
reviews. Excerpts.
Rising with the delivery: It
is a basic that you have to get
up with the bounce of the
ball, but on this (SSC) track
there was more bounce so I
got up a fraction earlier. The

adjustment went well.
Kusal Mendis catch: When
he got the inner edge (off
Hardik Pandya) I thought he
will be bowled but the ball
hit the pad and lobbed, the
pace was slow and I got
more time and I could dive.
If you get a crucial wicket, it
increases your motivation.
Customised helmet: It is
cut from behind and once I
squat in my position, it helps
me to move my neck easily.
Consultative role in DRS:
Virat has always said that
whoever is close to the
wicket should give their
views. The bowler will have
his individual view. We all

tell our views and then the
captain decides whether to
seek the review or not.
Kohli’s praise: If the coach
and captain say this (being
the best in the business)
then it boosts my morale. I
am trying to deliver the best
I can. It depends on the
pitch and how I make adjust-
ments and I keep talking
with fielding coach R.
Sridhar.
Sledging: I haven’t seen
M.S. Dhoni sledge. It is not
compulsory. May be you can
twist things and say stuff like
‘the pitch is poor, or you
have played a poor shot’.
That is fine.

‘Trying to deliver my best’
’Keeper Saha talks about assisting Kohli in seeking reviews 

Special Correspondent

COLOMBO

Integral: India wicketkeeper Wriddhiman Saha, a key �gure
during reviews, has earned Virat Kohli’s praise for his tidy work
behind the stumps. * AP 

Countering diverse chal-
lenges and uttering cheeky
one-liners come naturally to
Arjuna Ranatunga.

The former Sri Lanka cap-
tain, who held aloft the
World Cup after humbling
Australia at Lahore in 1996,
remains a busy man.

Currently the minister of
petroleum resources devel-
opment in the Sri Lankan
Government, Ranatunga
keeps a reluctant-eye on
cricket.

Anguished with the
sport’s governing system in
the Emerald Isle but hoping
that there will be a turn-
around, he spoke about is-
sues affecting the game and
made some observations re-
garding Indian cricket.
Excerpts

Captain then, minister
now: It is all about taking de-
cisions. I am not scared to
take decisions and that came
from cricket. You have to
take strong decisions when
things are bad.
Sri Lankan cricket: I read
the newspaper but hardly
watch cricket. I was very dis-
appointed after the last
cricket elections. There are

roles in this country, and I
was not eligible to contest as
the president. 

Cricket was like a religion
to this nation and we don’t
have that religion now. That
is nothing to do with the
cricketers. 

It’s all about wrong ad-
ministration. I am a politi-
cian and a cricketer but I still
lose because cricket in this
country is a mafia run by a
business group.
2011 World Cup final:
When it comes to the 2011
World Cup final, I never said
I was concerned about
match-fixing. I said there

were issues and we need to
address them. I am not tak-
ing the credit away from In-
dia at all. I can remember
when I was seated with all
the captains, my heart said
Sri Lanka but India was the
best side. 

I was not comfortable
with the way we approached
that game and some of the
things that happened in the
final. 
Fitness fads: No one talks
about cricket fitness. A lot of
people talk about the six-
packs. Then you get models.
I always say pick 15 models
and tell them to play cricket.
You take Duleep Mendis,
(GR) Viswanath, (Mike) Gat-
ting and (Colin) Cowdrey...
these players, including me,
wouldn’t have played if
people running cricket today
ran the game then!
Unconventional crick-
eters: We shouldn’t stop
them (the Lasith Malingas
and the Ajantha Mendises)
from coming up. We
shouldn’t go into these
cricket theories, you need to
identify talent and groom
them. 
The 1996 World Cup tri-
umph: The 1996 team was
not the best we had but it

was the most committed
team I picked. I wanted a
team which gave me 100%
and players who would give
their lives for the country. 
Advice to Kohli: I prefer
him to be a little sober. You
take India and Sri Lanka, we
have a different culture, we
are not as aggressive as the
Australians or the English
people. You don’t have to
show a lot of aggression as a
captain all the time because
that can drain the entire sys-
tem. That’s one reason when
I get angry, I don’t show. If
he asks me a question, I will
say calm down a bit.

Blame it on o�cialdom: Ranatunga 
Former skipper laments the state of the game in Sri Lanka

K.C. Vijaya Kumar

COLOMBO

Arjuna Ranatunga.
* FILE PHOTO: REUTERS 

It seemed a perfect weekend
for Ravindra Jadeja. The feel-
good cues included a game-
altering performance topped
with a ‘Man-of-the-Match’
award in the second Test at
the Sinhalese Sports Club,
and the number one ranking
among bowlers in cricket’s
longest format.

However, the left-arm
spinner’s excellence-over-
load hit a roadblock when
the International Cricket
Council (ICC) suspended him
from the imminent third Test
at Pallekele. The reasons for
the temporary grounding of
Jadeja arose from an on-field
misdemeanour — a needless
throw that whizzed past Sri
Lankan opener Dimuth Kar-
unaratne here on Saturday.

Under watch by the ICC,
Jadeja should have kept a lid
on his frustration while Kar-

unaratne flourished at the
crease. The ICC’s verdict was
a cumulative one and it took
into account an earlier viola-
tion. In the Indore Test
against New Zealand last Oc-
tober, Jadeja the batsman
was found guilty of ‘running
in and damaging the protec-
ted area of the pitch’. The
game’s governing body
rightly cracked the whip. 

Problems in the past
This is not the first time that
Jadeja has found himself
boxed into a corner. In the
incident with James Ander-
son (the speedster allegedly
pushed and abused Jadeja
near the dressing room at
Trent Bridge) during the
2014 Test series in England,
the Indian cricketer seemed
the aggrieved party. 

The then captain M.S.
Dhoni backed his player and
it was a support based on
what the skipper saw and
had nothing to do with jingo-

ism. “I did something that
was right and I stand for
what's right and what’s
wrong,” Dhoni told the
media.

But there is no denying
that the combative Jadeja
does get under the skin of
rivals. At times, he makes his
displeasure known to his
own teammates. While bowl-
ing, Jadeja gets irked because
of his perception that the
fielders aren’t doing enough.
It stems from his strength of
being a supreme athlete and
it rankles him that some of
his colleagues cannot be
quicksilver on the turf.

Caught between the fierce
desire to compete hard and
his failure at anger-manage-
ment, Jadeja is not doing
himself any favours. In the
second Test, he was the rock-
star, scoring an unbeaten 70
and grabbing a match-haul of
seven wickets. 

But what remains is a one-
match ban just because he

had a brain-fade for a few
seconds!

The man from Saurashtra
dons many roles — nagging
left-arm spinner, gritty bats-
man (he has three triple cen-
turies in domestic cricket)
and outstanding fielder. 

X-factor
There is no denying his x-
factor and Kohli said: “Re-
member Lord’s (against Eng-
land), remember Dharam-
sala against Australia, those
were very important innings
like the 90 against England
in Mohali. He has the ability
and he has worked extra
hard in the last 10-12 months.
He has bowled so much that
the other discipline was left
behind, but now he is catch-
ing up. It will only do him
good.”

Jadeja indeed has many
brownie points but he
should guard against melting
them in the heat emanating
from his misplaced anger.

Jadeja — prodigious talent with a petulant streak 
The mercurial all-rounder has to keep his emotions in check to avoid censure in the future 

Keep a lid on it: Ravindra Jadeja will bene�t if he su�ers fewer brain fades. Skipper Virat Kohli will
be happier as well. * REUTERS 

INDIA IN LANKA
K.C. Vijaya Kumar

COLOMBO

England — 1st innings: 362.
South Africa — 1st innings: 226.
England — 2nd innings: A.
Cook c de Bruyn b Morkel 10, K.
Jennings c Amla b Rabada 18, T.
Westley c sub (Markram) b
Morkel 9, J. Root b Olivier 49,
D. Malan c de Bruyn b Maharaj
6, B. Stokes c du Plessis b
Olivier 23, J. Bairstow c Rabada
b Olivier 10, Moeen Ali (not
out) 75, T. Roland-Jones c Ma-
haraj b Rabada 11, S. Broad c de
Bruyn b Morkel 5, J. Anderson c
de Bruyn b Morkel 2; Extras
(b-9, lb-13, w-2, nb-1): 25; Total
(in 69.1 overs): 243.
Fall of wickets: 1-16, 2-30, 3-
55, 4-72, 5-129, 6-134, 7-153, 8-

211, 9-237.
South Africa bowling: Morkel
13.1-2-41-4, Rabada 17-40-
50-2, Maharaj 27-5-92-1,
Olivier 12-5-38-3.
South Africa — 2nd innings: H.
Kuhn c Cook b Anderson 11, D.
Elgar c Bairstow b Broad 5, H.
Amla lbw b Moeen 83, T.
Bavuma c Bairstow b Roland-
Jones 12, F. du Plessis c Bair-
stow b Anderson 61, Q. de Kock
c Cook b Moeen 1, T. de Bruyn c
Stokes b Moeen 0, K. Maharaj
(not out) 21, K. Rabada c West-
ley b Anderson 1, M. Morkel c
Root b Moeen 0, D. Olivier c
Stokes b Moeen 0. 

Extras (b-4, lb-3): 7; Total (in

62.5 overs): 202.

Fall of wickets: 1-10, 2-18, 3-
40, 4-163, 5-173, 6-173, 7-183,
8-195, 9-202.

England bowling: Anderson 14-
7-16-3, Broad 12-5-24-1, Ro-
land-Jones 9-1-52-1, Moeen
19.5-1-69-5, Stokes 6-1-26-0,
Root 2-0-8-0.

Man-of-the-Match: Moeen.

England Man-of-the-Series:
Moeen.

South Africa Man-of-the-
Series: Morkel.

England won by 177 runs and
clinched four-match series 3-1.

SCOREBOARD ENGLAND VS SOUTH AFRICA, 4TH TEST

Moeen Ali finished a brilliant
campaign with a five-wicket
haul as England defeated
South Africa by 177 runs in
the fourth Test at Old Traf-
ford on Monday to seal a 3-1
series win.

Victory, achieved with
more than a day to spare,
also saw Joe Root tri-
umphant in his first Test
series as England captain.

South Africa, set a huge
380 for victory, was bowled
out for 202 shortly after tea
on the fourth day when Mo-
een took two wickets in two
balls to remove Morne
Morkel and Duanne Olivier.

That gave the off-spinner
a return of five for 69 in 19.5
overs and 25 wickets in total
in a series where he also
scored 252 runs.

This result means Eng-
land has won its first home
Test series against South
Africa since 1998. It was also
just South Africa’s second
defeat in 20 away Test
series, its other overseas
campaign reverse in that se-
quence coming against India

in 2015-16.
South Africa, 43 for three

at lunch, saw Hashim Amla
(83) and captain Faf du
Plessis (61) put on 123 for the
fourth wicket. But Moeen
then took three wickets for

five runs in 11 balls — includ-
ing the prize scalp of Amla —
as the visitor collapsed from
163 for three to 173 for six.

Earlier, Moeen, both the
man-of-the-match and the
series, made 75 not out off
just 66 balls in England’s
second innings 243.

That left South Africa fa-
cing a mammoth chase, with
no side having made more to
win in the fourth innings of a
Test at Old Trafford than
England’s 294 for four
against New Zealand in
2008.

Moeen spins England to victory 
The host seals a 3-1 series win after the o�e takes �ve

Strike force: Moeen Ali, centre, celebrates the wicket of
Theunis de Bruyn. * AFP

Agence France-Presse

Manchester
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O Moeen took 25 wickets

and scored 252 runs in

the series

O England won its �rst

home Test series against

South Africa since 1998
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The Kerala High Court on
Monday quashed the de-
cision of the Board of Con-
trol for Cricket in India
(BCCI) to impose a life ban
on cricketer S. Sreesanth in
the wake of the 2013 IPL
spot-fixing scandal.

The court passed the ver-
dict while allowing a writ
filed by Sreesanth challen-
ging the BCCI disciplinary
committee’s decision.

He pointed out that des-
pite a Delhi Sessions court
verdict discharging him, the
BCCI had refused to lift the
ban.

Allowing the petition, the
court observed that there
was “no material or evid-
ence before the disciplinary
committee to conclude that
Sreesanth was guilty of viol-
ation of the anti-corruption
code formulated by the

BCCI”. The court pointed
out that the committee had
arrived at its conclusion
based solely on circumstan-
tial evidence.

The only probability in
such circumstances that
could be pointed out against
the cricketer was his know-
ledge about the betting.

The court also slammed
the BCCI for relying on the
cricketer’s confession to the
police. 

If the evidence as a whole
was appreciated, it could
easily be concluded that
Sreesanth had no direct link
to the spot-fixing or betting
scam.

Assuming that Sreesanth
was aware of such betting,
the court was of the view
that the four-year ban from
all forms of cricket already
undergone was sufficient to
meet the ends of justice.

HC quashes life ban
on Sreesanth 
K.C. Gopakumar

KOCHI

He may be over 34 and been

out of cricket for more than

four years, but with the Kerala

High Court revoking the BCCI’s

life ban imposed on him,

cricketer S. Sreesanth is raring

to go. “I want to play the Ranji

Trophy again and my dream is

to play for India again,”

Sreesanth told The Hindu here

on Monday. 

Sreesanth said he felt fitter

than ever before. “I am 100%

fit, may be fitter than what I

used to be. I am ready to take

a fitness test now. I’ve been

playing practice matches,” said

Sreesanth.

“Hopefully, I think the BCCI

will now give me the NOC to

go to Scotland, the offer to

play the Scottish League is still

there.”

Meanwhile, former KCA

president and BCCI vice-

president T.C. Mathew said the

Board should now take a soft

stand on Sreesanth.

Raring to go 
Stan Rayan

KOCHI

S. Sreesanth at the Kerala HC
in Kochi. * PTI

American Tori Bowie upset
Jamaican favourite Elaine
Thompson to win the wo-
men’s 100m on Sunday, as
New Zealander Tomas Walsh
dominated the shot put with
a stunning series of throws.

Before another packed-
out session at the London
Stadium, Greek pole vaulter
Ekaterina Stefanidi and hep-
tathlete Nafi Thiam also ad-
ded World titles to the
Olympic golds they won in
Rio last year.

Earlier in the day, Kenya’s
Geoffrey Kipkorir Kirui won
the men’s marathon to make

up for his country’s podium
no-show in the last two
championships, while
Kenyan-born Bahraini Rose
Chelimo edged veteran Edna
Kiplagat to win the women’s
race.

Bowie ensured the US
team made it 2-0 in the
sprint stakes over Jamaica
on day three of the meet.

Bowie made up for her sil-
ver at the Rio Games with a
savage dip at the line that
saw her win in 10.85
seconds, just one-hundredth
ahead of Ivorian Marie-Josee
Ta Lou, with Thompson fifth
(10.98). 

“The dive doesn’t feel too
good now,” said Bowie.

Despite an impressive
59.93m effort, Annu Rani
failed to enter the women’s
javelin final on Sunday night.

The results: Men: Shot put: 1.
Tomas Walsh (NZL) 22.03m, 2.
Joe Kovacs (USA) 21.66, 3.
Stipe Zunic (Cro) 21.46. 
Marathon: 1. Geoffrey Kipror
Kirui (Ken) 2:08.27s, 2. Tamirat
Tola (Eth) 2:09:49, 3. Alphonce
Simbu (Tan) 2:09:51.
Women: 100m: 1. Tori Bowie
(USA) 10.85s, 2. Marie-Josee Ta
Lou (Civ) 10.86, 3. Dafne Schip-
pers (Ned) 10.96. 
Pole vault: 1. Ekaterini Stefan-
idi (Gre) 4.91m, 2. Sandi Morris
(USA) 4.75, 3. Robeilys Peinado
(Ven) & Yarisley Rodriguez
(Cub) 4.65. 
Heptathlon: 1. Nafissatou
Thiam (Bel) 6784 points, 2.
Carolin Schafer (Ger) 6696, 3.
Anouk Vetter (Ned) 6636; 26.
Swapna Barman 5431. 
Marathon: 1. Rose Chelimo
(Brn) 2:27.11s, 2. Edna Kiplagat
(Ken) 2:27:18, 3. Amy Cragg
(USA) 2:27:18.

Bowie’s perfect dip helps her
emerge the fastest 
Stefanidi vaults to gold, Thiam wins heptathlon

Leap of faith: Tori Bowie’s desperate lunge at the �nish helped her win the 100m gold by a
hundredth of a second ahead of Marie-Josee Ta Lou (not in pic). Dutch star Dafne Schippers was
third. * ALEXANDER HASSENSTEIN/GETTY IMAGES 

Agence France-Presse

LONDON

Rangana Herath will
not play in the third
Test at Pallekele. A
sore back has ruled out
the Sri Lankan left-arm
spinner.

Herath out
of third
Test
SPECIAL

CORRESPONDENT

COLOMBO
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SUDOKU

Solution to puzzle 12079 Solution to yesterday’s Sudoku
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Daksha plans to conduct a grand sacrifice with the aim of in-
sulting Siva who has married his daughter Sati. He does not
invite Siva and goes against the sastras by denying the share
of the proceeds of the sacrifice to Siva. Sage Dadichi, the ar-
dent devotee of Siva, advises Daksha about the foolishness
of his stance and highlights Siva’s glories to show that He is
the Supreme Truth. Daksha’s refusal to imbibe the teaching
is typical of the human situation in general when power and
pelf fuel arrogance and ignorance making one blind to the
true source of all power and glory which is the Supreme
Lord, pointed out Sri B. Sundarkumar in a discourse. 

Sati attends this yagna uninvited and against the wishes of
Siva. She is appalled at the gross ignorance of her father who
not only does not acknowledge her presence but also begins
to revile Siva in derogatory and offensive terms. He abuses
Siva as being inauspicious, as He is always surrounded by
ghosts and ghouls. 

Pandemonium follows in the yaga sala when an angry
Sati, unable to tolerate her father’s harsh words immolates
herself in the sacrificial fire. Siva sends Virabadra to devast-
ate the sacrifice, kill Daksha and punish those who sided
with Daksha in the conduct of this sacrifice. Brahma seeks
Siva and propitiates him with words of obeisance and glory.
Brahma hails Siva as Rudra, the one who removes sorrow
and pain. Brahma pleads on behalf of Daksha and wishes
Siva to show mercy on him. 

In reply, Siva says that Daksha’s evil doing is the cause of
all havoc. But out of His mercy, Daksha is forgiven and a
goat’s head is placed on his body. Siva bestows jnana on Dak-
sha who then realises his foolishness. 

Only when the eternal truth shines in the jnani’s inner-
most self is he not affected by the power and glory of
worldly achievements.

FAITH

Daksha’s ignorance 3 Banger and mash a cert (5)

4 Competitors train, one

bystander sent off (8)

5 Quiet affair saving a woman on

turning tail (8)

6 Drop gully (5)

8 Spooner's cutie pie, a gem

(8,5)

13 Steamer-like vessel, basically

boat, that's entering busy

marina (4-5)

15 Extended hose from the

Reverend's church tap (4,4)

16 Secured means none within

earshot moved around (8)

19 Standard phone pulling in a

wave of subscriptions (6)

20 Key to enter �at, ivory-tipped

(5)

21 Reportedly chicken, possibly

after area's in con�ict (5)

11 Fellow's after article, one

appropriated by him? (5)

12 Victory over victory secured

fan (6)

14 Run on a trek, but ask all about

conserving energy (4,1,4,6)

17 Long break in setter's contrary

career (2,4)

18 Hold fast in corner, showing

resolve (5)

22 Time and matter forming an

intricate web (6)

23 Away on vacation, having a

ball (3,5)

24 Bit senior to count mere cash

�ows (8)

25 Linking Aadhaar with PAN,

otherwise returns not

honoured (6)

■ DOWN

1 Narrow chair, old fashioned,

familiar seating (9)

2 Remain attached or split (6)

(set by xChequer)

■ ACROSS

7 Chap wants engineer to be a

lumberjack (6)

8 Substitute ultra-thin chip (5-3)

9 Fight when one is born, at least

as deprived alien (2,6)

10 Censor taking days to respond

(6)
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The Netherlands wins
maiden women’s Euro
ENSCHEDE (THE NETHERLANDS)

A brace from Vivianne

Miedema led host The

Netherlands to a 4-2 win over

Denmark and its first

women’s Euro title on Sunday.

The Dutch are only the fourth

team to lift the trophy after

eight-time champions

Germany, two-time winners

Norway and Sweden, who

won the first edition in 1984.
AFP

Constantine ready to
help England in U-17 WC
NEW DELHI

India coach Stephen

Constantine has claimed the

Football Association (FA) has

reached out to him for

guiding the England team in

the upcoming FIFA U-17

World Cup, and he is ready to

“help them as much as I can”.

India will host its first FIFA

event from October 6 to 28.

“The Under-17 World Cup is in

India and the FA have

reached out (to me) and I will

help them as much as I can.

That in itself is recognition

from them,” Constantine was

quoted as saying by the

Independent. PTI

Kim In-Kyung wins
Women’s British Open
ST. ANDREWS (UNITED KINGDOM)

Kim In-Kyung finally put her

major heartbreak behind her

with a final round 71 and a

two-shot victory in the

Women’s British Open golf on

Sunday. The South Korean

famously threw away the

2012 ANA Inspiration when

she missed a one-foot putt at

the final hole. “I cannot

describe my feelings,” she

said. AFP

IN BRIEF

Former World and Olympic
champion Abhinav Bindra,
who missed a medal by an
agonising margin of 0.1 point
at Rio last year, has added
two chapters to his book A
Shot At History to capture
the untold drama that he en-
dured in his bid to capture a
second Olympic medal.

A medal could have been
a befitting climax for a man
who pursued perfection with
all the energy and resources,
but considering what he
went through, it was a telling
end to a career in which
Bindra always placed all the
emphasis on the process
than the results.

Most of us knew that the
fourth place, when he lost
the shoot-off for a medal
after being tied, must have
hurt him hard, even though
he put up a brave front for
the world and called it a
“closure.”

What few knew was the
fact that Bindra had to visit
many experts in his attempt
to control “epileptic
seizures.” In a sport where
standing still is the mark of a
champion, Bindra had to
battle with the ‘quiver’ for
long and enrich his achieve-
ments with his first Com-
monwealth Games gold in
2014. “It is a victory mean-
ingful to me in ways I can’t
really explain,” he writes in
the book. He followed that
up with his first Asian Games
individual medal before the
Rio experience.

Even during the most test-
ing of times, Abhinav was
careful with his medicines.
“I am desperate and yet I am
very cautious. Every sub-

stance that goes into my
body is very carefully
checked. I know the WADA
code and I deeply respect its
struggle for clean sport. If
something goes into my
body which shouldn’t be
there, I can’t blame doctors,
physios, agents, parents. It
will be my fault,” writes
Bindra in the book that is all
set to hit the stands. 

He went to Dr. Muller-
Wohlfahrt in Germany to get
about 15 injections of ho-
moeopathic medicine into
his spine. He saw Usain Bolt
twice at the clinic.

Even though he did not

take the National federation
into confidence, Bindra kept
the Chairman of the ISSF
medical committee, Dr.
James M. Lally in the loop
about his medical condition.
He sought a precautionary
Therapeutic Use Exemption
(TUE) for a year from May
2014 to May 2015, “purely for
safety purposes.”

After considering whether
to divulge it all in the book,
Abhinav chose to put
everything on record. “I
have never been scared of
life or failure or challenge or
people’s lazy opinions. I
don’t care if people look at

me differently. I only asked
myself, is it worth sharing?
The answer was yes,” he says
in the book, .

Bindra puts it in his inimit-
able style, without seeking
sympathy or resorting to any
indirect excuse. “I come
fourth only because I am not
good enough for third”, he
writes. With the decimal
scoring in the qualification
phase in the Rio Olympic
cycle providing a new twist
to the pursuit of medals,
Bindra recalls, how he was
“trying to improve on every
shot by a distance smaller
than a human hair.” Eventu-

ally, it was ironical that he
lost by less than the width of
a hair. 

“In the 2008 Olympic fi-
nal I am tied after the ninth
shot and shoot a 10.8 and
win gold. Here, in 2016, I
shoot a 10.0, Serhiy Kulish
shoots a 10.5. No medal.” he
writes, capturing the vagar-
ies of the sport, where four
years of work are decided by
a single shot. “Proximity to a
medal is both a privilege and
painful,” Bindra concludes.

Rohit Brijnath, who has
helped Abhinav Bindra in
narrating his journey, has
come up with superb prose.

Bindra reveals drama in Rio climax
Former champion recounts narrow miss in updated version of his book

Revelation: India’s only individual Olympic gold medallist Abhinav Bindra has candidly highlighted the scenario that surrounded
his performance at the Rio Games, where he missed out on a medal by the proverbial hair’s breadth. * FILE PHOTO: PTI

Kamesh Srinivasan

NEW DELHI

HYDERABAD: Lady in Lace (Y.S.
Srinath up) won the Hazara Stud
Golconda Juvenile Million, the
main event of the Hyderabad
races at Malakpet on Monday.
Trained by K.S.V. Prasad Raju,
the winner is owned by Mr. S.
Prasad Raju.

1 NIZAM SAGAR CUP (1600m),
Cat. III, 3-y-o & over, rated 26

to 46: SUPREMO (P. Trevor) 1,
Treasure Striker (P. Ajeeth Ku-
mar) 2, Secret Art (Y.S. Srinath) 3,
Euro Zone (Nakhat Singh) 4. 1, 1/2
and 1-1/2. 1m, 41.58s. ₹11 (w), 6,
10, 11 (p), SHP: 34, FP: 97, Q: 62,
Tanala: 818. Favourite: Supremo.
Owners: M/s. Rajesh Sanghani,
Keerthi Narasimhachar, P.A. Raju
& E. Anoop Kumar Reddy.
Trainer: L. D’Silva.

2 NOBLE QUEST CUP (Div. I),
(1200m), Cat. II, maiden 3-y-o

only: CHINA MILLENNIUM (Ak-
shay Kumar) 1, Starlight (N.
Rawal) 2, Exclusive Striker (P.
Ajeeth Kumar) 3, News O’Star (K.
Sai Kiran) 4. 2-3/4, hd. and 2-1/4.
1m, 41.58 s. ₹11 (w), 6, 9, 8 (p),
SHP: 42, FP: 115, Q: 101, Tanala:
551. Favourite: Heaven Can Wait.
Owners: M/s. K. Rama Krishna,
Arshad Ali Khan Mohd, Mirza
Ayub Baig & Shashank Kamineni.
Trainer: S.S.F. Hassan.

3 HAZARA STUD GOLCONDA JU-

VENILE MILLION (1400m), 3-
y-o only (Terms): LADY IN LACE

(Y.S. Srinath) 1, Windsor Forest
(Neeraj Rawal) 2, Turf Star
(Mukesh Kumar) 3, Meritocracy
(Akshay Kumar) 4. 2, sh. hd. and
2. 1m, 26.19 s. ₹8 (w), 6 & 5 (p),
SHP: 12, FP: 15, Q: 7, Tanala: 78.
Favourite: Lady in Lace. Owner:
Mr. S. Prasad Raju. Trainer: K.S.V.
Prasad Raju.

4 NOBLE QUEST CUP (Div. II),
(1200m), Cat. II, maiden 3-y-o

only: SWEET PISTOL (K. Sai
Kiran) 1, Turf Legend (G. Naresh)
2, Far Sight (Kuldeep Singh) 3,
Rutilant (Deep Shanker) 4. Not
run: Marina Del Rey. Hd., 1-1/4
and 2-1/4. 1m, 15.36 s. ₹12 (w), 5,
12, 6 (p), SHP: 71, FP: 197, Q: 157,
Tanala: 627. Favourite: Far Sight.
Owners: M/s. Mangilipelly
Satyanarayana, Shailendra Singh
& Shyam Sunder Jakkula.
Trainer: M. Satyanarayana.

5 DASHMESH STUD PLATE (Div.
I), (1200m), Cat II, 6-y-o &

over, rated 42 to 62: SKETCH OF

BEAUTY (B.R. Kumar) 1, Island
Bird (Mukesh Kumar) 2, Gayle
Force (Md. Sameeruddin) 3, Le-
gend (Rafique Sk.) 4. 3/4, sh. hd.
and nk.. 1m, 15.36s. ₹13 (w), 7, 20,
27 (p), SHP: 67, FP: 290, Q: 243,
Tanala: 13509. Favourite: Sketch

of Beauty. Owners: M/s. Kudithi
Mahender Reddy, Rammohan
Belde, T. Rakesh Reddy & Shaik
Asif. Trainer: Anupam Sharma.

6 WANAPARTHY CUP (1000m),
Cat. II, 4-y-o & over, rated 42

to 62: PAPRIKA (R.J. Hannam) 1,
Dancing Leaf (P. Trevor) 2, Seven
Colours (P. Ajeeth Kumar) 3,
Dream Girl (N. Rawal) 4. Not run:
Aragonda Princess. 1, 2-3/4 and
hd.. 1m, 00.57s. ₹18 (w), 7, 6, 10
(p), SHP: 16, FP: 60, Q: 26,
Tanala: 399. Favourite: Dancing
Leaf. Owner: M/s. Zaveri Stud
Farm Private Limited represen-
ted by Mr. Champaklal Zaveri,
Mrs. Bindu C Zaveri, Miss Niti N.
Desai & Miss Harsha N. Desai.
Trainer: L.V.R. Deshmukh.

7 BEST OF BOLD PLATE (Div. I),
(1000m), Cat. III, 4-y-o & over,

rated upto 30: RAINBOW BLUES

(Praveen Gaddam) 1, Icing on the
Cake (Deepak Singh) 2, Jayin (An-
eel) 3, Aalishaan (Akshay Kumar)
4. S hd., 1 and 2-1/4. 1m, 45.37s.
₹156 (w), 21,8, 22 (p), SHP: 21, FP:
1110, Q: 254, Tanala: 13442. Fa-
vourite: Vijay’s Harmony. Own-
ers: Mr. G. Raghunandan Chary,
Dr. R.Y. Zai & Mr. S. Khalid Qadri.
Trainer: Sk. Waseem Ahmed.

8 DASHMESH STUD PLATE (Div.
II), (1200m), Cat II, 6-y-o &

over, rated 42 to 62: MASTI (R.J.
Hannam) 1, Blue Eyed Babe (B.R.
Kumar) 2, Delta Force (Akshay
Kumar) 3, Wonder Eye (P. Sai Ku-
mar) 4. Not run: Torremolinos. 5,
2-3/4 and 1-3/4. 1m, 14.87s. ₹8 (w),
5, 12, 6 (p), SHP: 41, FP: 86, Q: 53,
Tanala: 131. Favourite: Masti.
Owners: M/s. Vijay Racing &
Farms Private Limited represen-
ted by M/s. Vijay Kumar Gupta &
Susheel Kumar Gupta and M/s.
Pratap Racecitement Private Lim-
ited represented by the estate of
late Mr. D. Pratap Chander Reddy
& Mr. Ashish Bajaj. Trainer:
L.V.R. Deshmukh.

9 KALAMARIS PLATE (1000m),
Cat. III, 3-y-o & over, rated 26

to 46: SOUTHERN PROMISE

(Kuldeep Singh) 1, Palisades Park
(P. Trevor) 2, Sweetie Pie (C.
Umesh) 3, Asteria (Md. Ismail) 4.
1, hd. and 2. 1m, 00.96s. ₹9 (w),
5, 6, 6 (p), SHP: 18, FP: 36, Q: 24,
Tanala: 69. Favourite: Southern
Promise. Owner: Mr. Teja Gol-
lapudi. Trainer: Laxman Singh.

Treble (i): ₹114 (197 tkts.), (ii):
₹285 (159 tkts.), (iii): ₹884 (110
tkts.)

Consolation (i): ₹117 (466 tkts.),
(ii): ₹1434 (89 tkts.).

Jackpot: ₹1735 (114 tkts.), (ii):
₹13190 (35 tkts.)

Lady in Lace delivers

Two extra days of racing
in Bengaluru
BENGALURU

Owing to administrative

reasons, the notified two

extra race days will now be

conducted by the Bangalore

Turf Club on Monday (August

14) and Thursday (August 17).

The India under-17 football
team produced a spirited
display to hold fancied Chile
to a 1-1 draw in the final
match of its four-nation
tournament in Mexico City.

Chile, which finished run-
ner-up to Brazil in the South
American under-17 champi-
onships to qualify for the
World Cup, scored in the

40th minute after India’s de-
fence failed to clear the ball.

However, Nongdamba
Naorem found the equaliser
in the final 10 minutes of the
game. 

India is on an exposure
trip, preparing for the up-
coming under-17 World Cup.
It had lost to Mexico (5-1)
and Colombia (3-0) in the
earlier games in the
tournament.

FOOTBALL

India u-17 team shares
honours with Chile
PRESS TRUST OF INDIA

NEW DELHI

Amjyot Singh Gill will lead
the Indian men’s basket-
ball team in the FIBA Asia
Cup to be held from Au-
gust 8 to 20 here.

The side will also see the
return of the seasoned
Vishesh Bhriguvanshi, fol-
lowing his recovery from
an injury he sustained at
the BRICS Games in June.

India is in Group A,
alongside Jordan, Syria,
and three-time Asian
champion Iran. 

The top three from each
group advancing to the
second phase. China is the
defending champion.
The team:

A. Aravind, B.K. Anil Ku-
mar, Rajvir Singh, Vishesh
Bhriguvanshi, Amritpal Singh,
Rikin Shantilal, Amjyot Singh
Gill, P. Baladhaneshwar, S.
Prasanna Venkatesh, Satnam
Singh Bhamara, Muin Bek
Hafeez, Talwinderjit Singh.

India fixtures: 

August 9: Iran. 

August 11: Jordan.

August 13: Syria.

Amjyot
Singh Gill to
lead India at 
Asia Cup
Sports Reporter

Beirut

The Indian girls’ rugby
team finished fourth at the
Asia under-20 Rugby Sev-
ens Series in Hong Kong. 
Final rankings: 1. China, 2.
Thailand, 3. Hong Kong, 4. In-
dia, 5. Singapore, 6. Malaysia,
7. Uzbekistan.
The team: Ruchi Shetty, Gar-
gee Walekar, Neelam Patil
(Maharashtra), Ria Bisht
(Delhi), Rajani Sabar, Basanti
Pangi, Manjulata Pradhan,
Kabita Kasturi (Odisha),
Chanda Oraon, Swapna Oraon,
Suman Oraon, Punam Oraon
(Bengal).

India fourth
Special Correspondent

MUMBAI

Sarangi elected to WSF
Ethics Commission
CHENNAI

Debendranath Sarangi,

president of the Squash

Rackets Federation of India

and vice president Asian

Squash Federation, has been

elected as a member of the

World Squash Federation’s

Ethics Commission at the

world body’s EGM held in

Manchester. Sarangi is the

first Asian and first Indian to

get elected to this

commission which is to be

chaired by David Howman of

New Zealand.

Vishnu Vardhan hammered
21 aces en route to a 7-6(3),
6-3 victory over Ti Chen of
Chinese Taipei in the first
round of the $150,000 Chal-
lenger tennis tournament.

The results: $150,000 Chal-
lenger, Jinan, China: First
round: Kwon Soon Woo (Kor) bt
Sidharth Rawat 6-2, 6-4;
Vishnu Vardhan bt Ti Chen
(Tpe) 7-6(3), 6-3; Shuichi
Sekiguchi (Jpn) bt Vijay Sundar

Prashanth 6-4, 6-4.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):
Miomir Kecmanovic (Srb) &
Mario Vilella Martinez (Esp) bt
Sasi Kumar Mukund & Sidharth
Rawat 6-2, 6-1. 

$15,000 ITF men, Nonthaburi,
Thailand: First round: Haadin
Bava bt Justin Barki (Ina) 7-5,
6-4.

$25,000 ITF women, Koksijde,
Belgium: First round: Ankita
Raina bt Yvonne Cavalle-Re-
imers (Esp) 6-4, 6-0.

Doubles (pre-quarterfinals):

Federica Arcidiacono (Ita) &
Oana Georgeta Simion (Rou) bt
Cristina Adamescu (Rou) & Riya
Bhatia 7-5, 6-2.

$15,000 ITF women, Las Pal-
mas de Gran Canaria, Spain:
First round: Fanna Ostlund
(Swe) bt Rutuja Bhosale 5-1
retd.

$15,000 ITF women,
Nonthaburi, Thailand: Doubles
(pre-quarterfinals): Dhruthi
Venugopal & Kanika Vaidya bt
Zhibek Kulambayeva (Kaz) &
Natasha Palha 7-6(1), 6-1.

TENNIS

Vishnu powers past Chen
SPORTS BUREAU

JINAN (CHINA)

Seasoned seamer and wo-
men’s World Cup finalist Jhu-
lan Goswami was felicitated
by her employer Air India on
Monday for her extraordin-
ary contribution to women’s
cricket.

Earlier this year, Jhulan

surpassed Australian Cath-
ryn Fitzpatrick to become
the leading wicket-taker in
women’s ODIs. She also
made crucial contributions
in India’s runner-up finish in
the recently-concluded
World Cup in England.

Jhulan was handed a cita-
tion and a cheque for

₹50,000 by Air India Re-
gional Director (Eastern)
Capt. Rohit Bhasin. The
former India captain was
also posted as a manager in
the organisation.

Jhulan thanked her em-
ployer for its backing and
hailed Air India’s support to
other sportspersons as well.

Special Correspondent

KOLKATA

Air India felicitates Jhulan

Olympian Apurvi Chandela
came up with four of her
best shots in the climax to
beat Meghana Sajjanar by 1.3
point for the top place in wo-
men’s air rifle in the National
shooting selection trials at
the Dr. Karni Singh Range,
Tughlakabad, on Monday.

The 23-year-old, who had
won the World Cup Final sil-
ver two years ago, had a
string of 10.6, 10.7, 10.6 and
10.4 in the climax. 

Asian champion Pooja
Ghatkar, who had won the
bronze in the World Cup in
Delhi at the start of this sea-
son, pipped qualification
topper Anjum Moudgil

(418.2) by 0.4 point for the
third place, after having
qualified in the eighth place
in a field of 129 shooters.

Aditi Singh, Vaishnavi
Padalkar, Raj Choudhary
and Nancy Turna placed
fifth to eighth respectively.
Ayonika Paul missed the fi-
nal by 0.4 point.

In the men’s rifle prone,
Sushil Ghalay beat World
Championship and Olympic
medallist Gagan Narang by
1.5 point for the top slot.

Qualification topper
Navdeep Singh Rathore
(623.6) placed eighth, while
Pankaj Desai marched to
third ahead of Rahul Poonia,
Surendra Singh Rathod and
Hariom Singh. The experi-

enced Sanjeev Rajput (614.9)
and Chain Singh (614.6)
placed 12th and 14th.

In men’s standard pistol,
World junior champion An-
ish Bhanwala won with a
total of 574, ahead of Neeraj
Kumar and Olympian Gur-
preet Singh.

The results: Men: 25m stand-
ard pistol: 1. Anish Bhanwala
574; 2. Neeraj Kumar 572; 3.
Gurpreet Singh 571.

50m rifle prone: 1. Sushil
Ghalay 250.4 (622.6); 2. Gagan
Narang 248.9 (621.9); 3. Pankaj
Desai 226.6 (616.7).

Women: 10m air rifle: 1. Apurvi
Chandela 249.1 (414.4); 2.
Meghana Sajjanar 247.8
(415.0); 3. Pooja Ghatkar 226.7
(414.2).

SHOOTING

Apurvi takes top spot
Special Correspondent

NEW DELHI
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Matsuyama takes
Bridgestone Invitational 
AKRON (OHIO)

Japan’s Hideki Matsuyama

fired a course record-

equalling nine-under par 61

last round on Sunday to win

the Bridgestone Invitational

by five strokes for a second

World Golf Championships

win. Matsuyama added the

Bridgestone trophy to the

HSBC Champions crown he

claimed in October. AFP

IN BRIEF

Indian junior boxers win
two silver medals
PUERTO PRINCESA (PHILIPPINES) 

Satender Rawat (80+kg) and

Mohit Khatana (80kg) settled

for silver medals after losing

their final bouts in the Asian

junior boxing championships

on Monday. Satender lost to

Uzbekistan’s Almatov

Shokrukh in a split verdict,

while Mohit went down to

Kazakhstan’s Togambay

Sagyndyk. Ankit Narwal

(57kg), Bhavesh Kattimani

(52kg), Sidhartha Malik

(48kg), Vinit Dahiya (75kg),

Akshay Siwach (60kg) and

Aman Sehrawat (70kg)

claimed bronze medals after

losing in the semifinals. PTI

Spieth brings lethal edge
in his shot at career Slam
CHARLOTTE

Jordan Spieth packs a “killer

punch” in his quest to

become the youngest golfer

to achieve the career Grand

Slam at this week’s PGA

Championship, according to

six-time Major winner Nick

Faldo. “Spieth can scramble

and strategise around the

golf course, and he’s got that

killer punch — that putter.

Look what he did at Birkdale,

it was phenomenal.” REUTERS

It was vintage Viswanathan
Anand on view as he out-
classed World No. 3 Fabiano
Caruana in just 29 moves,
unleashing a short sequence
of brilliant moves in the fifth
round of Sinquefield Cup
chess here on Sunday.

The stunning victory took
Anand’s tally to three points,
same as Magnus Carlsen
who was the day’s other
winner. They share the
second spot behind Maxime
Vachier-Lagrave (3.5).

A bishop sacrifice, fol-
lowed by a queen-offer in
this English Four Knights
game brought forth Anand’s
ability to calculate deep
after Caruana ambitiously
attacked the Indian’s king-
pawn in the middle-game. 

After gaining a central
pawn on the 20th move,
Anand saw the precise con-
tinuation and sacrificed the
bright-squared bishop on
the 23rd move. 

Off the next move, Anand
offered the queen. By this

time, Caruana had realised
he had very few options.

Caruana delayed captur-
ing the queen but Anand
proceeded with the simple
checkmating plan. 

Caruana resigned when
staring at a forced check-
mate that would have fol-
lowed seven moves later. 

In a clash involving
world’s top-two ranked play-
ers, Carlsen beat Wesley So

in 29 moves. 

The results: Fifth round:
Viswanathan Anand (3) bt Fabi-
ano Caruana (USA, 2.5).

Wesley So (USA, 2) lost to
Magnus Carlsen (Nor, 3). 

Maxime Vachier-Lagrave
(Fra, 3.5) drew with Levon
Aronian (Arm, 2.5); Sergey Kar-
jakin (Rus, 2.5) drew with Ian
Nepomniachtchi (Rus, 2); Hi-
karu Nakamura (USA, 2) drew
with Peter Svidler (Rus, 2).

Shares second spot with Carlsen, half a point o� the top
Sports Bureau

ST. LOUIS 

You see... Viswanathan Anand discusses Game 5 with 
Fabiano Caruana after posting a facile win 
on Sunday. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Anand thumps Caruana

Seema Tomar shot a 63 and
missed the women’s trap fi-
nal by two points in the
Asian shotgun champion-
ship here on Monday.

On a day when the other
two Indians struggled,
Seema came up with
rounds of 19, 22 and 22 in a
field of 30. 

Shreyasi Singh (55) and
Rajeshwari Kumari (52)
were placed 26th and 27th.

In men’s trap, Olympian
Kynan Chenai shot
identical rounds of 23 to be
on 69 after three rounds,
two points behind the
leader Talal Alrashidi of
Kuwait. Zoravar Singh
Sandhu (65) and Birendeep
Sodhi (56) disappointed.

The results: Women’s trap: 1.
Zhang Xinqiu (Chn) 37 (64); 2.
Ray Bassil (Lib) 33 (66); 3.
Mariya Dmitriyenko (Kaz) 26
(66); 9. Seema Tomar 63; 26.
Shreyasi Singh 55; 27. Rajesh-
wari Kumari 52.

Team: 1. China 194; 2.
People’s Republic of Korea
189; 3. Kazakhstan 186; 7. In-
dia 170.

Seema
misses �nal
SPORTS BUREAU

ALMATY

As expected, second seed G.
Sathiyan continued his good
run against Harmeet Desai
before Pooja Sahasrabudhe
outplayed National cham-
pion Madhurika Patkar in
one-sided singles finals of
the LPS Bossard all-India
inter-institutional table ten-
nis championships here on
Monday. 

In a 20-minute title-match
that began two hours after
the end of the women’s fi-
nal, Sathiyan was not re-
quired to do much with
Harmeet failing to come
close to the form he pro-
duced in ousting a tired A.
Sharath Kamal in the semfi-
nals in the morning. 

Sathiyan raced to a 11-5,
11-1, 11-4, 11-4 triumph and re-
tained the title won last year.

Harmeet, perhaps af-
fected by the two-hour wait
caused due to the late arrival
of the chief guest, was too

erratic against a mentally
tougher Sathiyan, who
hardly put a foot wrong dur-
ing the mismatch.

Sathiyan ensured he did
not let Harmeet get into the
attacking mode and was
ready for the counter. But
Harmeet hardly landed too
many returns in succession
to worry Sathiyan.

If this was Sathiyan’s third
title in the premier event, it
was Pooja’s first in the cham-
pionship. Sathiyan received
₹80,000 while Pooja collec-
ted ₹70,000.

In contrast to the men’s fi-
nal, the women’s title-match
was fought better. Pooja ap-
peared in her element on
way to an 11-9, 12-10, 12-10,
11-7 verdict over her ONGC
teammate. Madhurika, in
spite of being erratic, did not
let Pooja run away with any
of the games. It was Pooja’s
resilience that saw her play
the big points better.

During the 35-minute fi-
nal, Madhurika held a game-
point in the third but Pooja
bounced back from 9-10 to

claim three straight points.
In the semifinals, Madhur-

ika came back to down
former National champion
Ankita Das after rallying
twice from arrears. 

Pooja was always in con-
trol against Takeme Sarkar
though the latter twice lev-
elled the match-score.
The results (Petroleum unless
stated): Men’s singles (final):
G. Sathiyan bt Harmeet Desai
11-5, 11-1, 11-4, 11-4; Semi-
finals: Desai bt A. Sharath
Kamal 8-11, 11-7, 11-4, 11-4,
11-7; Sathiyan bt Arjun Ghosh
(AAI) 11-6, 7-11, 11-4, 11-7, 11-6. 

Doubles (final): Sudhanshu
Grover & Abhishek Yadav bt Ju-
bin Kumar & Sanil Shetty 11-9,
13-11, 10-12, 7-11, 11-3.

Women (final): Pooja Sahasr-
abudhe bt Madhurika Patkar
11-9, 12-10, 12-10, 11-7; Semi-
finals: Madhurika bt Ankita Das
5-11, 11-6, 4-11, 11-8, 11-5, 11-7;
Pooja bt Takeme Sarkar 11-1, 8-
11, 11-7, 11-13, 11-3, 11-7. 

Doubles (final): Sreeja Akula &
Ayhika Mukherjee (RBI) bt
Moumita Dutta & Kaushani
Nath (AAI) 11-6, 11-5, 8-11, 7-11,
11-5.

The best: Pooja Sahasrabudhe and G. Sathiyan were in �ne nick. * SHIV KUMAR PUSHPAKAR

Pooja outplays
Madhurika 
Sathiyan continues good run against Harmeet

RAKESH RAO

NEW DELHI

INSTITUTIONAL TT

Just a month before the start
of the ProKabaddi League,
Surjeet Singh received a
nightmarish phone call. The
Haryana Steelers player was
training at Bengaluru when
he learnt that his brother
had passed away in a motor-
bike accident. He rushed to
his home town Rindhana
(Sonepat district, Haryana). 

“I stayed with my family
for about two weeks. It was a
very sad scene,” Surjeet said
in a chat with The Hindu.

The 26-year-old then
joined his teammates at Hy-
derabad, just in time for the
opening PKL fixture. Despite

arriving with a heavy heart,
Surjeet did well on the mat,
recording 10 points in his
franchise’s two matches. “I
am devastated, but what can
I do? I have to keep it all in-
side. I try to forget what
happened, but I remember
everything,” he said.

The raider has suffered
through the loss of a sibling

once before. His eldest
brother, Baru Ram, was ex-
pected to represent the In-
dian kabaddi team at the
1998 Bangkok Asiad, but suc-
cumbed to cancer a few days
prior to the start of the
Games. “It was his dream to
win an Asiad gold. Before his
death, he told my father,
‘papa, my dream has van-
ished’. I was in second stand-
ard at the time. Life fell apart
for all of us,” he said.

As time went by, Surjeet
took it upon himself to carry
forward his brother’s legacy.
“My brother-in-law told me
stories about Baru bhaiya’s
feats. He told me to fulfill my
brother’s dream by winning
a gold medal for India.” 

Surjeet achieved this goal,
when at the 2014 Asiad, he

stood atop the medal po-
dium with the national team.
His father, however, could
not share his joy. “My father
had passed away a few years
earlier,” he said.

He is trying his best to
cope with the heartbreaks.
“We were five brothers and
one sister. Now we are four
siblings. For my family’s
sake, I want to achieve big
things and make everything
alright,” Surjeet said.

Ashwin Achal

Nagpur

Surjeet. * SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT
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B Gujarat Fortunegiants v
Haryana Steelers, 8 p.m.

B Bengaluru Bulls v Telugu
Titans, 9 p.m.
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PLAYING TODAY

PKL

Surjeet trying to cope with heartbreak
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days when pain and exhaus-
tion beat him.

Mr. Singh, dubbed “The
Faith Runner” and inevitably
compared to Forrest Gump,
spent nearly three months
running between Mumbai’s

Tormented by blisters, ill-
ness and injuries, ultra-mara-
thoner Samir Singh got to
within 36 km of his goal of
running 10,000 km in 100

slums and business district
using donated clothes and
equipment, and living on just
₹200 a day.

At the end of his attempt
on Sunday, the 5ft 7in run-
ning coach, who also

suffered stomach problems
and viral fever, weighed just
40 kg. 

Mr. Singh started on April
29 in Mumbai’s scorching
heat, and has been running
through the monsoon rains

but has run 9,964.19 kms in
100 days,” said Vikram
Bhatti, who handled Mr.
Singh’s campaign. Mr. Singh
wants to rest and map out a
new challenge — this time
over 40,000 kilometres.

agonisingly short of his tar-
get — which was the equival-
ent of about a quarter of the
Earth’s circumference.

“He was plagued by
gastro-intestinal infections
and contracted viral fever

without skipping a day. He
needed to clock 150 km on
the final day on Sunday, after
falling behind schedule
through illness. 

But the 44-year-old could
only complete 114 km, falling

India’s ‘Forrest Gump’ falters on �nal stretch of long journey
Samir Singh got to within 36 km of his goal of running 10,000 km in 100 days when pain and exhaustion beat him down

Agence France-Presse

Mumbai

Samir Singh. * AFP
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