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T
WOdifferent news, apparently

unrelated, made it to the news-

papers a fortnight or so back.

The first of these appeared,

possibly, in The Tribune, with the head-

line  “81 lakh lesser tobacco consumers

since 2010”. The other news item

appeared the very next day, and was

titled "Punjab Inspector held for drug

trafficking" The same evening, it was

prominently splashed on all television

channels. It continued to be followed in

the media for the next couple of days

until it was drowned by similar news.

An ordinary reader may be excused

for not seeing any relation between

these two. But let us take them one by

one. It may be news to most readers

that tobacco (nicotine) is a drug too,

albeit a legal one, in all the senses of the

word that “drug” conveys. Until a few

years ago, rich and powerful tobacco

companies in the US, most of the med-

ical researchers and doctors (the latter

too on the payroll of tobacco compa-

nies) refused to admit that tobacco is a

drug. It was contended that it is, at

worst, a habit-forming substance only. 

With the help of PET and MRI scans, it

has been conclusively proved that nico-

tine creates the same biochemical and

molecular effects in the brain as any

other drug such as cocaine and heroin

and many other activities such as a

kiss, a hug or a word of praise. This

effect is known as elevation of a neuro-

transmitter substance (a chemical

which carries messages from one

micro part of the brain to the other)

called “Dopamine”. The surge in the

level of Dopamine produces a feeling of

pleasure, at least initially. 

This effect is not common to the

same degree in everybody; probably it

is modified by a genetic factor. There-

fore, whereas some people can "take it

and leave it", others become addicted.

Smoking or chewing tobacco is as

addictive as any other drug and as dif-

ficult to get rid of. It gives the same

sense of pleasure and the physical ill-

effects are much more than any other

drug. No other drug causes fatal can-

cers, heart and chest problems and

many serious ailments.

The interesting question that arises

is: how were 81 lakh people able to give

it up without even a single one ever

being arrested or put into jail? No

amount of tobacco was confiscated and

no police officer or politician was ever

accused of dealing with tobacco. One

reason is that unlike other drugs,

tobacco was never prohibited. Second-

ly, it is the education by various means

and at various fora about the ill-effects

of tobacco that has worked the miracle.

In school and college textbooks, on

radio and television as well as cigarette

advertisement boards and even ciga-

rette packets, ill-effects of smoking are

prominently displayed. Most people

seem to know that smoking causes the

cancer of the lungs, even if they know

nothing else. Therefore, compared to

many more than those who have given

up smoking are those who want to and

are trying to give up smoking.  

As far as the other news that a Punjab

Police Sub-inspector was held for drug

trafficking, nobody should have trou-

ble believing that the episode is only

the tip of the iceberg. A junior police

officer cannot run a drug empire with-

out the collusion of  colleagues and sen-

iors. In the run-up to the Punjab

Assembly elections, the chiefs of at

least two of the political parties

declared that they will totally abolish

the drug menace from Punjab within a

month of coming to power. The one

who is now the Chief Minister, sotto

voce, scaled the peak of rhetoric and

ignorance when he declared that “the

back of the drug trade has been bro-

ken”. As the subsequent events,

including the news in discussion have

revealed, the demon called drug trade

is healthy and well, thank you. Are

these leaders innocent, ignorant, naive

or plain simpletons? The drug trade

will persist as long as our approach to

handling it remains archaic.

For some unknown reason, in contrast

to smoking and consumption of alco-

hol, consuming drugs has always been

considered a character flaw, a criminal

activity. The dopamine hypothesis has

proved that drug addiction is a disor-

der of the brain no different from that

caused by nicotine and alcohol. It is a

mental illness of similar nature. The

right place for a drug addict, therefore,

is a hospital and not a prison and the

way to deal with drugs is not to prohib-

it them but to legalise them just as it is

in the case of tobacco and alcohol.

Why are we so keen and insistent on

prohibiting drugs and not tobacco and

alcohol, while the latter two are more

harmful? It obviously cannot be

because we are a nation with knee-

jerk puritanism. In that case, we

would prohibit alcohol also. There are

two reasons for the insistence on drug

prohibition. The drug trade will exist

as long as there is prohibition that

generates exorbitant profits for the

drug lords like our Sub-inspector and

his seniors as well as politicians. Also,

we inherently want to punish narco-

trafficking, not eradicate it. 

However, the most novel reason for

drug prohibition so far has been pro-

pounded by the American author Bar-

bara Ehrenreich. She feels that we

cling to prohibition for the same rea-

son one clings to so many other self -

destructive habits like nicotine,

cocaine and heroin: because of the

way it makes us feel — good and self

righteous. If we surrender now, it will

send the wrong message. Says she,

“Legal drugs, even if heavily taxed

and extensively regulated would no

doubt be cheaper than illegal ones.

This could mean more people sam-

pling them out of curiosity. This dan-

ger has to be weighed against the

insidious marketing dynamics of ille-

gal drugs whose widely inflated prices

compel the user to become a pusher

and a recruiter of new users”. 

It is time to try a new approach to the

drug problem. The people who want to

use drugs know where to get them

and no law has yet dissuaded people

from using them. Legalise, regulate

and tax drugs to the hilt. Take the

money that would have gone towards

preventive laws and spend it on edu-

cation, healthcare and rehabilitation. 

A word about rehabilitation too.

Dopamine-related research has

shown that abstinence, if maintained,

not only halts the physical and psy-

chological damage wrought by drugs

but also reverses it in large measure. A

majority of the rehabilitation centres,

mushrooming all over and uniformly

lacking sufficient staff with enough

expertise (psychiatrists and psy-

chotherapists) and dedication (nurses

and helpers), are worse than prisons.

An addict needs long treatment, per-

haps running into months. During

this period, there are failures but their

rate is no different from that for other

chronic diseases. Nearly half the

recovering addicts fail to maintain

complete abstinence after a year,

about the same proportion of patients

with diabetes and hypertension who

fail to comply with their medication

regimens. Therefore, occasional

relapse only means that more treat-

ment is required, not that the addict

be imprisoned. Alcoholic Anonymous

and Narcotic Anonymous are the two

organisations which probably have

the highest cure rate because their

members never refer to themselves as

“cured”; they always call themselves

“recovering addicts”. We could begin

with a drug like marijuana and see

how abolishing prohibition works.

Then, we could move on to more

drugs. Doesn't it sound like an idea

that might catch on?

The writer is a surgeon at the

Guru Gobind Singh Medical 

College and Hospital, Faridkot
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Irfan Husain

W ANTED: angels for positions of

members of parliament; excellent

perks; opportunities for advance-

ment to ministerial posts; five-year tenure.

Applicants must be “sadiq” and “ameen”, or

honest and upright.

It's the last requirement that'll be the deal-

breaker for most of us. Hands up all those

who have never sinned in their lives. What,

no hands? Hang on, I can see several judges,

generals, bureaucrats and businessmen rais-

ing their hands at the back. Thank God, we

have some honest and upright people living

in our midst, or I would have been very dis-

appointed with the Land of the Pure.

I'm looking for angels because the recent

Supreme Court verdict disqualifying Nawaz

Sharif has set the bar for becoming a parlia-

mentarian impossibly high for mere

humans. Granted that my circle of friends

and acquaintances are sinners without

exception, but nobody I know could possibly

qualify under the new requirement set by

our higher judiciary, with the possible excep-

tion of Imran Khan. I have briefly met him a

couple of times, but going by his overheated

anti-corruption campaign, I'm sure he is

“sadiq” and “ameen”.

Now that the Supreme Court has estab-

lished the requirements for public represen-

tatives, many MNAs will accuse rivals of not

conforming to the lofty standards of Article

62 that has knocked out Nawaz Sharif. Per-

haps we will see the creation of a special

bench to do nothing but hear such cases. 

Don't get me wrong: I have long been con-

vinced of the Sharif clan's confusion over the

concept of conflict of interest. Their family

fortune has multiplied as a result of Nawaz

Sharif's long stint in government. But he is

hardly alone in giving his own family priori-

ty over everybody else.

As a society, we are prone to going out of

our way to help our children and relatives,

even if rules have to be bent and broken. I

know business magnates who elevate their

kids to senior positions within the company

for which they are entirely ill-suited. 

When (mercifully) retired Chief Justice

Iftikhar Chaudhry used his clout to have

his son inducted into the police service, a

few eyebrows were raised. Even more shot

up when the enterprising young man

appeared to make millions overnight. But

thanks again to his father's position, he

was immune to prosecution or accountabil-

ity of any kind. I could give many more

examples, and so could every reader. So

clearly, getting rid of a venal Prime Minis-

ter should count as a good thing. My prob-

lem is not with his departure, but with its

manner. We have all read expert opinions

pointing out the flaws in the verdict. And

while I claim no legal expertise, even I was

struck by the fact that Nawaz Sharif was

disqualified not on the basis of the many

allegations levelled by the JIT, but because

of a minor technicality. 

In fact, the honourable judges had to seek

recourse to the dictionary, ignoring the def-

inition of “assets” laid down in our income

tax code. So if the assets of MNAs are hence-

forth to include receivables, how many have

filed nomination papers on the basis of cash

— the commonly used basis for determin-

ing assets by individuals? Plenty of room

here for the Article 62 axe to come into play.

And before PTI trolls take to Twitter and

email to accuse me of being a Nawaz Sharif

supporter, let me quickly say that in all my

years as a hack, I have written far more

columns critical of Sharif than any other

politician. My concern is more for democrat-

ic institutions than individuals.

A few months ago, I had suggested here

that by taking on the Panamagate case, the

Supreme Court would be opening a can of

worms. Now, it has taken on the responsibil-

ity of monitoring progress made by a subor-

dinate court trying Sharif and his family

members and cabinet colleagues. Can the

accused expect justice under these circum-

stances when the accountability court is

aware of the opinion already expressed by

their lordships?

Again, as far as I am concerned, they can

lock up Nawaz Sharif and throw away the

key. And most of his many detractors will ask

why bother with legal niceties at all? But

legal precedents matter, especially when

they are established by the Supreme Court.

Nearly 40 years after the event, we still

remember the controversial 5-4 verdict that

sent Bhutto to the gallows. Will the current

contentious judgement be similarly recalled

four decades from now?

Between bureaucrats, generals and judges,

our elected Prime Ministers haven't fared

well, with not a single one since Indepen-

dence completing his or her term. By adding

Nawaz Sharif to this list on such dubious

grounds, the Supreme Court has fuelled the

perception that unelected individuals contin-

ue to make a mockery of popular mandates.

Surely the higher judiciary has a duty to us

and to itself to review this decision. 

By arrangement with the Dawn

Looking for angels
By taking on the Panamagate case, the Pakistan Supreme
Court has opened a can of worms. The bar for becoming an MP
has been set impossibly high. The requirements of being sadiq

and ameen or honest and upright is a deal-breaker for most. 

Legalise drugs, get
rid of addiction

DOPAMINE SURGE: Drug addiction is a disorder of the brain & no law can work.

After the verdict of the Supreme Court (top), a heated debate on Article 62 has been triggered.

ACROSS

1 Indian Ocean island republic (10)

6 To cripple (4)

10 Form of civil disobedience (3-2)

11 Reasoning power (9)

12 Venomous arachnid (8)

13 Right of ownership (5)

15 Friendly (7)

17 Large extinct elephant (7)

19 Gain mastery (7)

21 Kind of cocktail (7)

22Prize (5)

24Subtle distinctions (8)

27 Deadlock (9)

28Following (5)

29Highest point (4)

30San Francisco bridge (6,4)

DOWN

1 To disguise (4)

2 Sleuth (9)

3 Something irrevocably

doomed (5)

4 Deliberate self-destruction (7)

5 Word of opposite meaning (7)

7 Prevent from happening (5)

8 Mountain in European Alps (10)

9 Inopportune (3-5)

14 The largest salt water lake (7,3)

16Just produced and unused (5-3)

18 Large group of musicians (9)

20In the distant past (4,3)

21 Come next in order (7)

23Vigilant (5)

25Sequence (5)

26At liberty (4)

SATURDAY’S
SOLUTION

Across

1 Besides, 5 Trend,
8 In the pink, 9 Ill,
10 Zeal, 12
Becoming, 14
Ribbon, 15 Recant,
17 Sardonic, 18
Peep, 21 Bar, 22
Originate, 24 Essay,
25 Instead.

Down

1 Blitz, 2 Set, 3
Deem, 4 Swivel, 5
Take over, 6
Eliminate, 7 Delight,
11 Ambergris, 13
Monotony, 14
Risible, 16 Bikini,
19 Plead, 20 Bias,
23 Age.

Saturday’s solution

quick crossword su  do  ku forecast

■ Vikrami Samvat 2074
■ Shaka Samvat 1939
■ Shravan Shaka 16
■ Shravan Parvishte 23
■ Hijari 1438
■ Shukla Paksha Tithi 15, up to

11.41 pm
■ Aayu Yog up to 6.58 pm
■ Sharvan Nakshatara up to 3.33 am
■ Moon in Capricorn sign
■ Sharvan Purnima
■ Raksha-Bandhan (Rakhi)
■ Moon eclipse, 10.53 pm to 12.48 pm
■ Shri Satynarayan Vart

August 7, 2017, Monday

Lahore,Tuesday, August 7, 1917

Some Serious Statements.
IN an article contributed to New India of the 1st instant on the

subject of the Congress Presidentship Sir Subramanian Iyer

makes two or three serious statements. The first is that having

regard to the interdict by the Government of the grand meeting

that was to be held in the Town Hall at Calcutta we should con-

sider ourselves very fortunate "if" the next session of the Indian

National Congress is "destined" to be held. Sir Iyer asks: "If it is

proclaimed, as it is, that the Madras interments were not fit sub-

jects for discussion the capital of a sister presidency, who can pre-

tend to say that similar reason will not hold good in the view of

the Government regarding questions and subjects that may be

debated and resolved upon during the Congress session, among

which the injustice of the imprisonment of the three patriots

must certainly be a very important one?" Many things may hap-

pen between now and December to favourably influence the

course of events.

Reform in University Life.
THOUGH Oxford and Cambridge have served as models to most

of the later Universities started in England and India, yet we see

that the war ideals and consequent change in outlook require

marked reforms in the Universities of Oxford and Cambridge. To

people in India these reforms are important in a special degree

because they tend to do away with the rigidity of life and the cost

of education, introducing general simplicity. A correspondent dis-

cusses the future of Oxford and points out that owing to compul-

sory service, the flow of matriculates to Oxford is almost entirely

confined at present to Indians and a few colonials and foreigners.

on this day... 100 years ago

calendar

V. HARD

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN

Chandigarh 32 24

New Delhi 33 27
PUNJAB

Amritsar 35          27

Bathinda 34 27

Jalandhar 32   26

Ludhiana 32 24

Patiala 32 25
HARYANA

Ambala 31 25

Bhiwani 32 26

Hisar 35          26

Karnal 31 24

Sirsa 34 27
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dharamsala 28           16

Manali            22           15

Nahan 28 20

Shimla 22           18

Solan 27           21
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Jammu 32 24

Leh                     31          19

Srinagar 33          19

UTTARAKHAND 

Dehradun 31           24       

Mussoorie 23 15

Nainital 22           16

SUNSET: MONDAY 19:12 HRS

SUNRISE: TUESDAY 05:44 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC
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Honourable Venkaiah Naidu
New custodian of Rajya Sabha role and autonomy

A
S expected, M Venkaiah Naidu prevailed over Gopalkrishna
Gandhi in the vice-presidential election last Saturday. For the
BJP-led NDA, the vice-presidential contest had become one

more occasion to demonstrate its political dominance over the consti-
tutional architecture; for the Congress-led Opposition, the election
was an opportunity to reaffirm a set of democratic values and ideas.
Naidu’s victory was a foregone conclusion, and he had, for good
measure, a few extra cross-votes in his kitty. Seen in a larger context,
Naidu’s accession to the vice-presidential gaddi demonstrates Indi-
an democracy’s inclusive promise. His humble background was no
obstacle to achievement of distinction, first within his party and now
on a much bigger stage. He is the most prominent leader the BJP has
promoted from “the South” over the years and his presence in the
vice-presidential chair will be reassuring, at least symbolically, to fel-
low-Indians living below the Vindhyas. 

As Vice-President, Venkaiah Naidu will preside over the Rajya
Sabha as its chairman. It is gratifying that after his victory he com-
mitted himself to “uphold the dignity of the House”. He takes over as
Chairman at a time when there is a systematic attempt by the ruling
party (of which he was a key member till the other day) to saw off the
Upper House’s role and importance. The Upper House exists as a
part of a deliberate and well-considered constitutional mechanism of
checks and balances — balancing popular will against sober and
responsible reflection, and, the Centre against the States. It will be
now up to Venkaiah Naidu to try to roll back the onslaught on the
Rajya Sabha.

The Vice-President-designate has been a seasoned political
activist, keeping afloat his party’s flag in a part of the country that
was otherwise unenthusiastic about the saffron appeal and propagan-
da. His party has recognised and rewarded him for this perseverance.
All his life Mr Naidu has lived under the shadow of another, taller
leader; now he will be called upon to be his own man. A change of
roles is not easy to come by; but, then, he will be taking an oath to
“bear true faith and allegiance to the Constitution of India”.

That familiar stink
Centre, Punjab again caught in food procurement mess

P
ICTURES of grains rotting in rain are regularly splashed in the
media but these have ceased to evoke a sense of shock or out-
rage and produce predictable official reaction. A CAG report

tabled in Parliament on Friday has studied the Central scheme to aug-
ment storage capacity between 2011 and 2016 and pointed to a Rs 700-
crore grain loss in Punjab. For cereals at least there is some system
in place for procurement and storage, even if it is highly inefficient
and corrupt. For other farm products such as fruits and vegetables
there is no proper supply chain, private or public. As a result, up to
30 per cent fruits and vegetables go waste. 

Malnutrition is rampant in the country because of high prices of
food. A lot of physical effort, water, soil nutrients and capital go into
producing every crop. All that come to naught because a handful of
officials cannot do the job they are paid for. It is a criminal waste of
food, produced with the farmer's sweat and subsidised with the tax-
payer's money. The food subsidy in 2015-16 amounted to Rs 1,03,283
crore. This had grown 53 per cent in five years — not because there
were more mouths to feed but because the Centre either did not
release the full subsidy amount to the FCI or delayed it. Consequent-
ly, the FCI was forced to pay Rs 35,700 crore additional interest on
loans it took to complete the procurement job.

This is not an isolated incident of official irresponsibility or mis-
management. All that goes on in the name of food procurement is kept
hidden from the public eye as far as possible. It is only agencies like
the CAG that occasionally bare a part of the rot. But for a more
demanding Governor of the Reserve Bank of India, Raghuram Rajan,
the Rs 12,000 crore food scam in Punjab would not have come to light.
How — and whether — the Centre and the previous Akali Dal-BJP
government covered up everything with a Rs 31,000 crore loan
remains unexplained, even under the present dispensation in Punjab.

M. K. Bhadrakumar 

I
F you don’t fund the State
Department fully, then I need to
buy more ammunition ultimate-
ly. So I think it’s a cost-benefit

ratio.” These are words by James
Mattis, US Secretary of Defence. It is
a powerful statement about the no-
man’s land where diplomacy and
military power intersect in a coun-
try's foreign policy. The point is, it is
never easy to judge the measured
activism with which military power is
used in support of foreign policy. The
preference for hard power may have
seductive appeal — and diplomacy
may look an elusive idea — but, his-
torically, it is not without containing
some irony. Bismarck’s “blood and
iron” didn’t turn out to be the solu-
tion to the German question. It led
instead to the ruin of Germany. 

Suffice to say, the so-called Doklam
standoff with China conveys a stark
and disturbing message. The govern-
ment had a choice to resort to diplo-
macy or use military force. It chose
the latter. According to the Chinese
Foreign Ministry spokesman, “China
had notified the Indian side in
advance out of goodwill… on May 18
and June 8 respectively and the Indi-
an side didn't make any response."
Instead, when the Chinese began
building the road on June 16, within
forty-eight hours Indian troops inter-
vened to stop the work. From all
appearances, India didn't blunder
into the standoff. It was a political
decision to project military power
across the international border. 

The Indian troops simply crossed
the Sikkim-China boundary to get
across to the Bhutan-China border.
Delhi claims that it is safeguarding
Bhutan's interests. Bhutan has not
endorsed the Indian intervention
publicly, but that causes no embar-
rassment to Delhi. The Indian com-
mentators laud the government for
showing exemplary restraint in the
face of strident Chinese statements.
But in reality the government owes
no explanation to anyone for its
action. The nearest analogy would be
the “surgical strikes” against Pak-
istan — an unapologetic display of
"muscular diplomacy”. 

Prime Minister Modi’s remarks on
June 26 in Washington during his vis-
it to the US regarding the “surgical
strikes” put things in perspective. He

said no country in the world ques-
tioned India's action. Thereupon, he
went on to say that India, while fol-
lowing international laws and norms,
is also capable of taking “the tough-
est of steps for our sovereignty, secu-
rity, peace, our people, and progress.
Whenever the need arises we have
done it and the world will never be
able to stop us.” When he said this,
Modi had known — although we had-
n't at that point in time — that the
Indian forces had crossed the inter-
national border into Doklam, and
there was a standoff, which was
already into the second week. 

Therefore, it is futile to measure the
standoff with coffee spoons on a dai-
ly basis in terms of a mutual “Doklam
thaw”. Perhaps, the most significant

remark that External Affairs Minister
Sushma Swaraj made in her speech
in the Rajya Sabha on Thursday was
that the Doklam standoff is not a
stand-alone issue. The minister was
quoted as saying, “We are not negoti-
ating only on Doklam, we are talking
about bilateral relations in entirety.
And a solution will also emerge from
it.” Clearly, our pundits have let their
imagination run berserk by analysing
the Doklam standoff in terms of India
“calling the Chinese bluff”; India
“standing up to China’s bullying”; or
India “giving China a bloody nose.”
Such puerile thesis misses the point
that this is a profoundly serious

standoff, which India got into with
great deliberation, stemming from a
hugely consequential political deci-
sion. The Chinese statements have
duly assessed that India did not
blunder into this standoff, but acted
with a purpose. 

What objective(s) would the govern-
ment have had? Conceivably, there
are four dimensions. One, Delhi
would have hoped to send a message
to Beijing on the lines Modi spoke in
Washington - and, that he spoke from
American soil carried its own reso-
nance. Two, India hoped to bring for-
ward from the backburner the issue of
the “trijunction” where the borders of
Sikkim, Bhutan and China meet.
There are differences in interpreta-
tion, which have security implica-

tions. Three, succinctly put, India
regarded itself to be a stakeholder in
the China-Bhutan border negotia-
tions and assertively sought a say in
the two countries’ discourse. Four,
importantly, India hoped that the
Doklam standoff would lead to an
enhanced strategic communication
regarding each side’s core interests
and vital concerns.    

However, the border issue also
devolves upon the fact that there has
been no consultation since the Spe-
cial Representatives in December
2012 agreed on the so-called Common
Understanding to the effect that
“There is mutual agreement on the

basis of the alignment of the India-
China boundary in the Sikkim sector
as provided by the convention
between China and Great Britain
relating to Tibet and Sikkim signed
in 1890.”  India hopes to negotiate
from a position of strategic advantage
insofar as its military presence in
Sikkim is discernibly superior to Chi-
na's on its side of the border — and
India’s “muscular diplomacy” over
Doklam testified to it. Basically, India
keeps an ambivalent stance with
regard to the 1890 treaty — neither
disavowing it nor acknowledging the
delimitation of the India-China bor-
der in the Sikkim sector as estab-
lished in the treaty, which China
keeps emphasising as sacrosanct. 

How far India’s “muscular diplo-
macy” impressed the Chinese will
only be known in the fullness of time.
A partial Indian drawdown may have
taken place, but China sticks to its
unequivocal stance that there is no
room for negotiation so long as Indi-
an troops remained in Doklam. The
chances of China retreating from this
red line appear remote. There are
facile assumptions being voiced that
India can leverage China’s interest
in the Indian market. But then, Chi-
na’s exposure in the Indian market
is miniscule in comparison with its
profound interdependency vis-à-vis
the United States — and yet Beijing
asserts its core interests in the
South China Sea. An $11.2 trillion
economy with $3685 billion foreign
trade (2016 figures) does not critical-
ly depend on the Indian market
where China's cumulative FDI flow
is a paltry $1.63 billion and trade
turnover stands at $71.48 billion.  

A Xinhua commentary on Friday
(the day after Sushma Swaraj spoke
in Parliament) all but ruled out any
“face-saving” formula. It hinted at
Beijing’s grit to blunt India’s
“muscular diplomacy”, lest it
became precedent-setting in future.
Equally, Beijing intends to pursue
its future relations with Bhutan as a
truly sovereign, independent state
and seems confident that Thimpu
shares this interest. All in all, Sep-
tember could be the month to watch
— unless there is a complete Indian
withdrawal by then. Meanwhile,
storm clouds are gathering.

— The writer is a former 

ambassador

Vivek Atray

P
G Wodehouse was always ahead
of his time. And when he intro-
duced the breed of 'nodders' in a

classic short story based on Hollywood's
goings-on in the 1920s, he broke the
mould. The very concept of engaging a
man who would nod vigorously at the
exact moment in a meeting when the
engager needed him to nod was innova-
tive to say the least.

In fact the masterful Wodehouse had
not just the nodder in the employment
of the protagonist, but also two others
who would go on saying ‘yes’ and were
officially designated as ‘Yes Men’. The
three of them would ensure that all pres-
ent invariably agreed with their boss.

They would become so animated in
agreement with his proposals to the
House that only a real brave-heart
would vote against them.

Indeed, the nod has forever been a
universally accepted sign of acquies-
cence. But the meaning of the unique
'nod' that many residents of South India
bestow upon the onlooker is forever a
matter of conjecture. It is a wavy, curvy,
sort of nod, and could actually be a
shake of the head, thus signifying a 'No',
but one is never sure!

In current times, ‘nodders’ and even
clappers have become almost indispen-
sible. It is a known fact that a politician
will engage the services of motley per-
sons in the audience to cheer and clap at
given intervals in his speech. Unfortu-

nately for our enterprising leader, the
opposite is also true and a rival will often
employ 'disrupters' to jeer him loudly!

One ‘nodder’ had a tough time after a
recent meeting though. He nodded so
vigorously for over an hour that he had
to apply all sorts of balms to heal his
aching neck later. It is reliably learnt
that he has engaged the services of a
professional trainer to train him how to
nod properly during the next few
decades of his career, without causing
permanent physical damage.

And a young suitor still waits
breathlessly for the shy nod of his
beloved when he pops the question,
although these days shy nods are said
to be out of fashion!

As a young officer in charge of a pub-

lic auction years ago, I noticed another
sort of nod. A grim-faced local heavy-
weight was present with his cronies and
would nod ever so slightly each time he
wanted to raise the bid. His chief crony
would then announce loud and clear
what the ‘boss’ wanted.

The philosophical reader may surmise
that he would have done better in life
had he nodded more often at his boss
instead of putting his foot down. Be that
as it may, his firmness probably gave
him much sounder sleep over the years
than would have his sycophancy.

Clearly though, the professional ‘nod-
der’ is here to stay. He may even stand
a chance of nodding his way to the 'nod-
ders' hall of fame one day, but only if he
gets the nod from the powers-that-be!

Thought for the Day

Diplomacy is to do and say the nastiest things in the nicest
way. —Isaac Goldberg
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Posts & politics
The Constitution writers had in mind
the diversity of our nation and the
posts of President, Vice President
and Governors were kept with a pur-
pose. The idea was that these
appointments could be filled by
intellectuals, academicians and oth-
ers excelling in the public space. The
perverse politics of our nation has
slowly edged out everyone except
politicians. All such appointments
are of politicians. Venkaiah Naidu,
the Vice Presidential candidate of
the NDA, cried like a baby when the
party nominated him. He felt that he
was leaving his mother. The justice
he will do as the Rajya Sabha Chair-
man is evident from that. 

GURDEEP SAMRA, VIA EMAIL

Double triumph

Apropos the editorial “Double tri-
umph of BJP in Bihar” (August 5),
Nihal Singh criticises Nitish
Kumar’s decision to join the NDA.
As expected, liberal and self-pro-
claimed secular intellectuals can' t
digest the loss of their favourite mas-
cot who was to take Narendra Modi
head on. Nitish Kumar is a wise man

who has the guts to say “no” when
needed. Deserting Lalu, a well-
known corrupt leader, with an equal-
ly corrupt family, is a step that needs
appreciation not condemnation. For
the authors with a fixed mindset, a
person like Lalu has the right to loot
the country in the garb of secular-
ism. Had some NDA ally walked out
of the alliance, it would have won
accolades from the biased media.
Cow ambulances and humans carry-
ing dead bodies on cycles speaks of
the non-performing governments of
the past. It is not that Modi confiscat-
ed all ambulances in 2014 and previ-
ously all the dead got a hearse van.
As a doctor, I can say that our health-
care is so poor that there is often no
ambulance to ferry patients who are
alive, what to say of the dead. The
author and The Tribune need to
abandon Modi bashing.

YOGESH GARG, PATIALA

Quality check 

Quality has been crushed by the pri-
vatisation of colleges and universities,
though all these keep up the pretence
of providing quality education. How-
ever, they don't have proper work-

shops for practical work and even if
they have the infrastructure, they
don't have faculty members. If there
are faculty members, they do not have
the qualification to teach professional
and technical courses. 

LABH SINGH, JIND

Business of education 

Education is the key to converting
human resource into human capital.
Higher education is the input for pro-
ductive and efficient human capital.
Due to privatisation, education has
merely become a business. Students
are not serious about the degrees that
they are getting without getting prop-
er education. In private universities,
teachers are exploited by being paid
less. There should be checks and bal-
ances by the government on the work-
ing of these institutions. It is the
responsibility of the government to
maintain quality in the education sys-
tem. The curriculum is a serious issue.
It should be revised frequently so that
the mismatch between industrial
demand and supply can be filled. This
will help to solve the problem of
unemployment. 

RITU KANG WALIA, YAMUNA NAGAR

In letter, not in spirit
The former President Pranab
Mukherjee said that the last day in
office a letter he received from
Prime Minister Narendra Modi
touched his heart. In his emotional
letter, Narendra Modi wrote to Pran-
abda, “You have been a father figure
to me”, even that “...., our political
journeys took shape in different
political parties. Our ideologies, at
times, have been different. Yet, such
is the strength of your intellect and
wisdom that we were able to work
together with synergy," It is clear
that not only is Modi a man of rhet-
oric but even his script writer knows
how to use heart-touching words.
Whether its Modi’s emotional
moment or his rhetoric, time alone
will tell. One is unable to under-
stand that if Pranabda was like a
father figure, then why did Modi not
request him to stay on to keep bless-
ing him? Did Modi ever express his
desire that he wanted Mukherjee to
continue? The love and respect
must not remain only in the letter.
He must not forget the guidance of
Pranabda that “tolerance”, “right to
disagree” and unity in diversity are
the strength of this country and

must be strictly followed. Other-
wise, the aam aadmi would be
reminded of the adage that “a leop-
ard never changes it's spots”. 
BIDYUT KUMAR CHATTERJEE, FARIDABAD 

Calling tax payers

Our MPs are getting Rs 15,000 as tele-
phone allowance. With 245 Rajya Sab-
ha MPs and 545 Lok Sabha MPs, the
amount comes to whooping Rs
11,850,000! When unlimited calls and
data are available for Rs 399 only, why
this colossal wastage? This money can
be used for better infrastructure,
defence or for any other programme to
usher in acche din. It's a cruel joke on
honest, sincere tax payers. 

SHARAD ASGAONKAR, MUMBAI

Spare the dead

This refers to the news item, “Aad-
haar from October 1 for death certifi-
cate” (August 5). It is carrying Aad-
haar too far. The card has been made
mandatory for almost everything on
earth as if it is the gospel truth. All
other recognised identity proofs like
service identity cards etc have been
rendered subordinate to the Aadhaar

card. This is inappropriate, if not
absurd. You never know, in the future
the Aadhaar may be made an essen-
tial ID proof even at the cremation
ground. If someone in the Home Min-
istry is nurturing this bright idea, my
humble request would be, please
spare the dead. 

CL SEHGAL, JALANDHAR

Oldest party in free fall

The Indian National Congress is in a
shambles. It has been completely
wiped out in many states. Bihar
slipped right out of the hands and
the mahagathbandhan was ground-
ed even before taking off. If that was
too hot to handle for 24 Akbar Road,
there was more to come.
Shankarsinh Vaghela, their sole face
in Gujarat, resigned leaving Con-
gress red-faced, followed by a flurry
of  resignations of MLAs in Gujarat.
Unless the Congress refuses to act
firmly, its fall will continue. From
over 400 to just 45, the decline of the
Congress is due to its inability to act.
Who is responsible for the fall of
India's oldest party — workers,
strategies, leaders or the Gandhis? 

SURESH RANA, SHAHPUR

A political decision to project military power

Tidings from Doklam

The day of the ‘nodder’

MESSAGE: The Doklam standoff with China conveys a disturbing message

The government had a choice to resort to diplomacy or use military
force. It chose the latter.
.
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