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Hamid Ansari’s last hurrah
Nation needs to heed his sane reflections

J
UST three days before he demits office Vice-President Hamid
Ansari has done the nation a remarkable service by reminding us
of a few basic commitments that were made when we organsied

ourselves as a constitutional democracy, with the avowed objective of
creating  a just society.  For this thoughtful reminder, he could not
have chosen a better audience: the graduating class of the National
Law School of India at Bengaluru. But the real audience was beyond
the budding legal eagles. The Vice-President chose to remind us of
‘pluralism’ and ‘secularism’ as basic tenets in our social compact;
both these basic values have come under severe contestation in
recent days but, as Ansari pointed out,  neither of the two depend  on
the political vagaries of the day nor on the political ascendency of this
or that party.  To make the point, Ansari recalled Swari Vivekananda's
formulation: “We must not only tolerate other religions, but positive-
ly embrace them,  as truth is the basis of all religions.”     

However, the Vice-President has done the nation a much greater
service by inviting us all to think about what kind of ‘nationalism’ we
wish to prescribe — or, proscribe — for ourselves. The ruling establish-
ment has got the entire nation enamoured of a muscular nationalism;
it has bred intolerance and arrogance in our public life and discourse.
Various insecurities and insularities have been worked into our collec-
tive angst to produce a brittle and edgy nationalism. Injection of ‘cul-
ture’ or ‘religion’ in any construct of nationalism makes it a narrow
and sectarian concern. We in India need to watch out against the glob-
al trend towards hyper-nationalism and the closing of the mind.

Hamid Ansari has, also, done well to tell the judiciary of its respon-
sibility in protecting the Constitution and rule of law. This role is at
the very core of our survival as a constitutional democracy. These
reflections at Bengaluru may be somewhat unpalatable to the ruling
elites strutting on the national stage; but words and actions in
defence of the Constitution are never out of place. The nation owes a
sense of gratitude to Hamid Ansari for this last hurrah. 

Not just stalking
Set an example for women's safety

T
HOUGH stalking is an offence frequently committed, neither
girls come forward to complain — given the police image and
running around involved in pursuing a court case — nor the

police, already over-stretched, likes to take on additional work. The
Chandigarh stalking case has caught national attention since the vic-
tim and the suspects belong to influential families. Besides, public
impatience with crimes against women is growing. The girl displayed
unusual courage and presence of mind in calling for police help. Cred-
itably, the Chandigarh Police responded fast. Since a politician's son
is involved, politics has kicked in.

Going by the sequence of events narrated by the girl, the police
has apparently mishandled the case — out of ignorance of the law or
under pressure. It applied to the case three soft IPC sections — stalk-
ing, wrongful restraint and drunk driving. As one of the suspects tried
to open a door of the girl’s car, it was no longer just a stalking case.
The immediate grant of bail was therefore uncalled for. The case
attracted Sections 506 (punishment for criminal intimidation) and 509
(word, gesture or act intended to insult the modesty of a woman) of
the Indian Penal Code. Speaking to media, the girl has alleged an
abduction attempt. The police failure to slap the abduction charge has
undone all the good work it did initially when the distress call was
made. An impression has gained ground that the police is trying to let
the offenders get away lightly. 

Such an impression is natural since one of the suspects is a son of
the Haryana BJP chief and Chandigarh is under a BJP dispensation.
Haryana Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar has tried to reduce the
incident to an individual-level happening. When a senior political col-
league’s role is suspect, hiding behind a routine non-committal state-
ment that “the accused will be punished, if found guilty” will not do.
The seriousness of the guilt has been diluted. Women in Haryana par-
ticularly need to be protected proactively. The next time Mr Khattar
speaks on “Beti Bachao”, his words would ring hollow unless he starts
taking more than casual interest in the safety of women. 

Sushma Ramachandran

T
ENSIONS between the two
Asian giants have sent rip-
ples all over the world. The
standoff between India and

China at Bhutan’s border has been
accompanied by a frenzied global
diplomatic campaign by both coun-
tries to project their point of view.
India’s hard line on the issue of
protecting its smaller neighbour
has apparently taken the Chinese
by surprise, hence the aggressive
public posturing. 

The question is: will this long-
drawn border spat affect the
diverse economic relations between
the two countries which have
become deep and longstanding
over the past two decades? 

Before answering this question, one
must recognise that the scenario is
vastly different from the time of the
last major India-China border con-
flict in 1962. At that time, India-China
relations were more at a political lev-
el with Hindi Chini bhai bhai slogans
being exchanged in the backdrop of
the Panchsheel Agreement. Econom-
ic ties are immeasurably vaster in
2017. And they have less to do with
public image or slogans and much
more with the hard-headed self-inter-
est of both countries. 

First, one must take a look at bilat-
eral trade. Two-way trade between
the two countries amounted to 25 bil-
lion dollars in 2006-7 and a decade
later has crossed 71 billion dollars.
Imports from China rose from $17.48
billion in 2006-07 to $61.29 billion in
2016-17.  Exports to China were
pegged at 10.8 billion dollars in 2016-
17 as against 9 billion dollars a
decade ago. These had risen to a
peak of $18 billion in 2011-12 but
dipped again in recent years. This
leaves a huge deficit of 51.09 billion
dollars in trade with China.

At the same time, the wide trade
gap ensures that the Indian industry
is not likely to be affected greatly by
any sudden break in the economic
relationship. In fact, the Chinese
industry has much more to lose in
case of a stoppage of trade flows as
India remains a huge market for their
manufacturing giants. 

The Chinese presence in domestic
markets is unmistakably visible even
to the ordinary consumer. Shops are

flooded with numerous products that
were earlier made by small-scale
units but are now imported at a much
cheaper rate from the northern
neighbour. These include decorative
lights and electrical fittings, locks
and even religious idols. The largest
share of the import basket is electron-
ic equipment, including mobile
phones and laptops. 

The other big buys include machin-
ery, organic chemicals, fertilizers,
iron and steel, and plastics. India, on

the other hand, supplies mainly raw
materials like cotton and copper
along with gems and jewellery to the
Chinese markets.

The second major issue is invest-
ment flows. According to a leading
industry chamber, CII, as many as
142 Chinese companies have
invested 27 billion dollars over the
last 13 years in various industries
in this country, including auto
components and consumer elec-
tronics. These include Huawei,
ZTE, Alibaba, and Xiaomi. 

Over the same period, 139 Indian
companies have invested 12 billion
dollars in China, largely in the soft-
ware and information technology
sector. Official data shows much
lower investments by China but in

any case, there is clearly a surge of
interest in the large Indian market.
This is visible even to consumers
seeking to buy white goods, mobile
phones or computers. 

In other words, the engagement of
the two economies is far greater
than ever before in history. Not only
that, tourism between the two coun-
tries is growing rapidly. A package
tour for the average tourists was a
rarity about ten years ago. Now it is
commonplace for Indians to go on

holiday to China and traverse all
over the country without any hin-
drance, barring Tibet, which
remains a difficult terrain.

Thirdly, one needs to examine the
cooperation between India and China
on the international stage in a wide
array of multilateral fora. Despite
China playing a spoiler in the entry of
India in the Nuclear Suppliers
Group, it stands alongside India in
supporting the Paris Agreement on
Climate Change. 

In addition, India and China recent-
ly circulated a joint paper at the
World Trade Organisation emphasis-
ing the trade-distorting nature of sub-
sidies by the U.S. and the European
Union. It has pointed to the fact that
the Asian economies provide little

support to their farmers compared to
the enormous subsidies given by the
developed world. Preparatory meet-
ings are also being held ahead of Sep-
tember’s BRICS summit meeting by
the participants — Brazil, Russia,
India, China and South Africa —
despite the Doklam standoff.

At the same time, it would not be
correct to say all is well on global eco-
nomic issues between the two coun-
tries. India just recently rebuffed
China's One Belt One Road initiative.
The OBOR conference was attended
by all other South Asian countries
but this country remained steadfast-
ly away due to the China-Pakistan
economic corridor passing through
Indian territory. The OBOR is a mas-
sive infrastructure highway project
that aims to follow the ancient Silk
Road merchant routes and is China’s
pet diplomatic project right now.

At any rate, it is clear that the eco-
nomic relationship between India
and China moves on a separate foot-
ing and this will go on uninterrupted
to a large extent despite the tensions
over strategic border issues. The
intertwining of the Indian and Chi-
nese economies is not only complex
but looks difficult to unravel at this
stage by both countries. Even as
there is a ratcheting up of aggressive
postures by the Chinese side, Com-
merce Minister Nirmala Sitharaman
goes to Beijing to discuss routine
issues like the trade deficit, meet-
ings of the joint economic group,
trade disputes between the coun-
tries and preparation for the BRICS
summit. This is indeed all to the
good. Economic self-interest of
countries should ultimately be
accorded higher priority than skir-
mishes over distant borders.

Much will depend, however, on
whether China wants to resolve the
current border stand off by diplomat-
ic means or whether it wants to con-
tinue aggravating tensions by going
on the offensive publicly.  Fortunate-
ly, External Affairs Minister Sushma
Swaraj has eschewed any warlike
stance and has emphasised the need
for a diplomatic resolution to the
problem. Hopefully this should
ensure that the economic engage-
ment between the two countries is
not only uninterrupted but deepens
and becomes more meaningful over
the coming years.

Standoff on the border

Suman Kochhar

H
EARING drawing room dis-
cussions about the border
situation I am often remind-

ed of my childhood days when I was
a witness to two major Indo-Pak-
istan wars of 1965 and 1971.The
Kargil war was much later. Having
lived in an important northern can-
tonment town, a war situation has
its own significance for me. It was a
unique experience of compassion
and caring and provided an insight
into the minds and lives of Army
families to us as children. Memories
of the emotional trauma are still
very fresh in my mind.

The passing of multitude of tanks,
armoured vehicles and scores of mil-

itary trucks carrying infantry, on a
road a few yards from our house,
near the main Army supply depot,
signalled an imminent war. 

As children, we would line up with
adults on both sides of the road, car-
rying the small hand-made India
flag and felt very important helping
elders in handing over refreshments
to soldiers in passing vehicles from
morning till late evening. 

It gave us a feeling of cama-
raderie and responsibility. Songs of
patriotism blaring at high volume
greeted and blessed the soldiers
who were going to the border to
protect our country and our lives.
It was a similar scenario at the
town's railway station, a major
northern railway junction.

At home, overseeing that my
younger brother got inside the
trench in time, during an air raid,
was my responsibility. Posters
made by us struck on the trench
walls and playing cards came very
handy in  making  the trenches less
intolerable. Dinner was cooked and
packed in tiffins by 5 pm, to avoid
putting on lights at night during
the blackout time. 

Discussing the latest situation and
sharing meals with neighbours in
the compound of our block in those
cold winter nights provided some
succor to our tired and frightened
souls.  During daytime we shoul-
dered the responsibility of reporting
suspicious strangers to our parents
and prided in calling ourselves the

‘young spy detection brigade’.
Most of my school batch mates

were Army officers’ daughters. At
that tender age we were able to feel
deep compassion for them and
understand  the pain which they
suffered when a father or a loved
one was killed in the war. Their
agony and tears are still engraved
in my heart. 

News of fresh casualties poured in
every day. My tender mind refused to
accept the immense loss of human
life. A teacher of ours lost her hus-
band during an Air Force 'sortie'. Her
heart-rending cries and the nerve-
wrecking sound of anti-aircraft guns
still ring in my ears and my heart
ardently wishes and prays to God that
we never have a war again.

Hard to unravel interlinked India, China economies

Thought for the Day

I don't want people in China to have deep pockets but shallow
minds. —Jack Ma
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Political mechanism
The editorial, “Honourable Venkaiah
Naidu: New custodian of Rajya Sabha
role and autonomy” (August 7) rightly
cautions the new incumbent. The
election of the 13th Vice President of
India heralds a new political equation
at the top. The challenging task of
upholding the dignity of the upper
house can be easily gauged from the
amount of “lung power” the previous
incumbent was constrained to use, to
control politically motivated and
avoidable disruption of proceedings of
the house. The importance of prece-
dence in the political culture is likely
to get demonstrated once more,
underlying the need for dignity and
restraint on the part of lawmakers,
irrespective of their numbers. The
Vice President would have the privi-
lege to see and feel the difference
between politics and constitutionality.
This mandatory difference is essential
for the robust functioning of the con-
stitutional mechanism. Difference
between political mechanisms, as
enshrined in the official oath, and per-
sonal loyalties easily comes to intel-
lectuals than to votaries of political
quid pro quo. 

JAGVINDER SINGH BRAR, PATIALA

Victim shaming
The VVIP treatment being accorded to
the son of the BJP  president, Haryana,
who has been accused of stalking is
symbolic of the rampant abuse of pow-
er by a “nationalist” party. As if this was
not enough, it has even taken recourse
to social media to indulge in victim
shaming. Ideally, only the boy should
be answerable for his actions but the
gross misuse of state machinery, miss-
ing CCTV footage, defamatory social
media campaigns, instant bail — all
point towards active party support pro-
vided to him. The Chandigarh police
reports to the Centre. It is at this criti-
cal juncture that Prime Minister
Narendra Modi needs to show that his
actions speaks louder than his words.
Meanwhile, this incident has also
exposed the regressive mindset of the
ruling party members at the top level
towards women, as can be seen from
their comments in the media.    

SHIVAM JAIN, BATHINDA

A conspiracy?

This is not to defend the act of stalk-
ing a woman in Chandigarh by two
men, one of whom happens to be the
son of the Haryana BJP president.

The prompt action taken by the
Chandigarh Police in filing an FIR at
midnight on hearing a complaint by
the victim too deserves appreciation.
The way this incident drew huge
media coverage, competing in the bit-
terness against the BJP and it's gov-
ernment in Haryana, smells of a deep-
er conspiracy to malign the largely
clean image of the Chief Minister and
the political party he belongs to.
While the story circulated in the
media and the Facebook post of Varni-
ka Kundu does not indicate an
attempt at kidnapping or
physical/sexual assaulting of the girl,
the media is all out to pressurise the
police to frame fictitious charges
against the boys. The law should take
it’s course and all aspects of the case
should be examined. However, ques-
tions are bound to arise about the con-
duct of the police and the media. Does
the Chandigarh Police hold a press
conference after every complaint of
stalking? The conspiracy angle must
be thoroughly investigated. 

JAI PRAKASH GUPTA, AMBALA CANTT.

Two sets of rules

This refers to the news report, “Will

persist: Stalking victim kin” (August
7). It is a shame that the son of a polit-
ical leader of Haryana and  his friend
were arrested for acts of stalking. The
strange part of the episide is that they
have been let off by the police. Had the
accused been the sons of common
men, they would have been severely
beaten up in police custody and “pro-
duced before a judicial magistrate” the
next day and then sent them to jail for
a specific period before their bail pleas
were heard. It’s a tragedy that two sets
of laws prevail in our country — one
for the rulers and one for the aam aad-

mi! When will this culture end? 
R K KAPOOR, CHANDIGARH

Signal to hooligans

Chandigarh is probably the most
secure town in India in terms of
deployment of security cops and secu-
rity infrastructure. The Haryana Chief
Minister, Mr Khattar, by brushing off
the issue once again, demonstrates his
feeble capacity to lead. His leadership
during the Jat reservation agitation
too was at its poorest best. People at
the helm always need not be power
hungry. If a Chief Minister cannot
take an immediate decision and send

out a strong signal to the hooligans, it
exhibits his lust for power. He should
have dialled the Chief minister of UP,
in case he cannot think afar. Thumbs
down Mr Khattar. 

AKSHEY SHARMA ON EMAIL

Stern warning 

The Barala episode has tarnished the
image of the entire BJP family in gen-
eral and of Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, in particular for keeping mum on
the issue. Crimes against women and
cases of molestation being perpetrated
by such criminal elements are on the
rise. Instead of making their wards
aware of the horrifying consequences,
many parents shield them and make
all-out efforts to bail them out. Mr Bar-
ala should have been thrown out of the
party the same day so as to send an
unbiased message to such criminal ele-
ments. The law must wield its teeth to
halt the race of crime against girls. 

GURNAM SINGH SEETAL, KHANNA

Kudos for NIA

The National Investigation Agency
has done laudable work to arrest
seven Kashmiri separatists for

allegedly funding militancy and
unrest in Kashmir. This action
should be followed by more comb-
ing operations to weed out anti-
national elements who are a con-
stant threat to the security of the
state. Stringent punishment must
be awarded to those who indulge in
treason. Timely action is imperative
to stem the rot. 

KRISHAN MALHOTRA, AMBALA CANTT 

Busting money trail

The National Investigation Agency
has started probing the funding of
the terrorism and unrest in the Kash-
mir Valley and the separatists are
being brought to book by the author-
ities. The Narendra Modi govern-
ment deserves applause for taking
action against the separatists who
have been instigating youth and cre-
ating unrest in the Valley for a long
time. The property of Syed Shah Gee-
lani, the face of the separatism in
Kashmir, is under the NIA lens. The
first righteous step towards bringing
normalcy in the Valley has been tak-
en. Hopefully, the Valley will become
the paradise it used to be.  

SURYA PRATAP, DHARAMSHALA

Economic self-interest of countries should ultimately be accorded
higher priority than skirmishes over distant borders
.

No more wars, please

SELF-INTEREST: Economic ties have less to do with public image or slogans and

much more with the hard-headed self-interest of both countries.
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ACROSS

1 Relative size (5)

8 Misleading (8)

9 A dozen dozen (5)

10 Birthplace of Mozart (8)

11 River-crossing boat (5)

12 Rainy (3)

16 River associated with 

Strauss (6)

17 Inconsiderate (6)

18 Important (3)

23 Largest African 

city (5)

24 Region (8)

25 Factory (5)

26 Opera by Puccini (2,6)

27 Short pleasure trip (5)

DOWN

2 Spanish tenor (8)
3 Shining (8)
4 Threat (6)

5 Blurred (5)
6 Less (5)
7 Margin (5)
12 Spider’s trap (3)
13 Towing vessel (3)
14 Record-breaking

Forties musical (8)
15 Continuous (8)
19 Revenue (6)
20 Short period (5)
21 Leisure pursuit (5)
22 Supple (5)

YESTERDAY’S
SOLUTION

Across

1 Madagascar, 6
Maim, 10 Sit-in, 11
Intellect, 12 Scorpion,
13 Title, 15 Amiable, 17
Mammoth, 19 Prevail,
21 Sidecar, 22 Award,
24 Niceties, 27
Stalemate, 28 After, 29
Apex, 30 Golden Gate.

Down

1 Mask, 2 Detective, 3
Goner, 4 Suicide, 5
Antonym, 7 Avert, 8
Matterhorn, 9 Ill-
timed, 14 Caspian sea,
16 Brand-new, 18
Orchestra, 20 Long
ago, 21 Succeed, 23
Aware, 25 Train, 26
Free.

Yesterday’s solution

quick crossword su  do  ku forecast

■ Vikrami Samvat 2074
■ Shaka Samvat 1939
■ Shravan Shaka 17
■ Shravan Parvishte 24
■ Hijari 1438
■ Krishan Paksha Tithi 1, 

up to 12.26 am
■ Soubha Yog up to 6.39 pm
■ Dhnishtha Nakshatara 

up to 4.53 am
■ Moon enters Aquarius sign 

at 4.16 pm
■ Panchak starts 4.16 pm.

August 8, 2017, Tuesday

Lahore,Wednesday, August 8, 1917

Administrative Errors and Hill Residence.
IT will be remembered that the Times blamed the Government of

India for its exodus to the Hills as this retreat led to the "gravest

evils of the Indian system." The Mesopotamia Commission has

even stronger condemnation for Hill-top Government and a Times'

correspondent has subsequently pointed out that "it was Simla that

plunged us into the crime of the first Afghan War" and again it was

Simla that was responsible for the Karachi troop-train disaster.

While asking for a Parliamentary enquiry into the abuses of Hill-

top Government, the correspondent writes:-" The station (Simla) is

so remote that the influence of what little public opinion there is

in India is hardly felt by the Government during its long seclusion

there." He points out that Simla is the regular "retreat of a host of

avowed pleasure-seekers who go there on leave and, having no

work to occupy them, pass their time in a long round of frivolity

and gaiety in which the idle and the unemployed expect that those

who are there 'on duty' shall be as much at leisure as themselves."

Overcrowding in Railway Trains.
SINCE the number of passenger trains was reduced and the passen-

ger fares were increased by 25 per cent there has not only been no

reduction in the number of passengers but an increase in the discom-

fort of passengers due to overcrowding. At the 17th annual meeting of

the G.I.P. Railway Company, Ltd., in London, the Deputy Chairman,

Mr. J.E. Dallas, said:-"The Indian travelling public had probably found

some inconvenience from the diminished trains service, which has

been effected to diminish wear and tear of the rolling stock, but so far

as numbers were concerned, this had made no difference to the Com-

pany. In the coaching traffic there was an increase of Rs. 29,94,747."

on this day... 100 years ago

calendar

V. EASY

Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN

Chandigarh 32 26

New Delhi 33 27
PUNJAB

Amritsar 35          27

Bathinda 36 28

Jalandhar 33   25

Ludhiana 33 27

Patiala 33 27
HARYANA

Ambala 32 26

Bhiwani 34 27

Hisar 35          27

Karnal 33 27

Sirsa 35 27
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dharamsala 25           17

Manali            22           14

Nahan 27 20

Shimla 21            17

Solan 25            20
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Jammu 32 23

Leh                     32          19

Srinagar 32          20

UTTARAKHAND 

Dehradun 31           24       

Mussoorie 23 15

Nainital 22           16

SUNSET: TUESDAY 19:12 HRS

SUNRISE: WEDNESDAY 05:45 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC

1 3 9 7 8 4 5 2 6

6 2 7 3 9 5 8 1 4

8 5 4 6 1 2 7 9 3

7 4 8 5 2 6 1 3 9

5 9 6 4 3 1 2 7 8

3 1 2 8 7 9 6 4 5

9 7 5 1 6 3 4 8 2

4 8 3 2 5 7 9 6 1

2 6 1 9 4 8 3 5 7

8 4 5 1 9

2 7 4

5 3 6 8

8 9 3 5

4 8 7 9

7 1 2 6

1 6 7 4

9 3 5

3 6 7 1 2

HS Sidhu 

W
HILE hearing a writ petition

filed by the Bharatiya Kisan

Union, Haryana, The Punjab

and Haryana High Court has indicted the

Punjab government for failure to procure

maize, oilseeds and other crops for which

Minimum Support Price (MSP) is

announced by the Centre. The court has

issued an advisory to the state to make

necessary financial and administrative

arrangements for procurement on the pat-

tern of Haryana. The problem of excess

moisture than prescribed under specifica-

tions for maize, bajra and oilseeds is a

major hurdle in the procurement of these

crops. This can be managed by installing

mechanical driers in the state’s major

mandis. In fact, dried produce of these

crops is procured by private traders much

above the MSP rates. By providing the

facility of mechanical driers, farmers can

be saved from making distress sale. The

current policy of the Centre provides for

the procurement of crops other than wheat

and paddy in the state pool at MSP. How-

ever, the state governments have to make

their own financial arrangements —

unlike wheat and paddy in which the gov-

ernment provides funds in advance to the

states as Cash Credit Limit (CCL). Consid-

ering Punjab's poor financial condition,

the Centre should provide CCL upfront for

the procurement of these crops. The Cen-

tre cannot abdicate its responsibility to

ensure the procurement of all the crops for

which it fixes MSP. In view of the Court’s

tough stand, the state government has no

choice but to respect the advisory with or

without the support of the Centre. Coarse

grains such as maize (makki) and  millet

(bajra) procured under this scheme, can

be distributed to the consumers as per the

provisions of National Food Security Act

(NFSA). The subsidy on the distributed

stocks can be claimed by the states from

the Centre. Surplus stocks, if any, can be

off-loaded in the open market on acquisi-

tion cost. In case, no buyer comes forward,

the stocks can be auctioned within three

months of procurement and loss, if any,

can be claimed from the Centre. Oilseeds,

however, can be procured and disposed of

only in the open market. There is no pro-

vision to distribute these under NFSA.

The state government is already

embroiled in a controversy over the liabil-

ity of Rs 31,000 crore spent on the procure-

ment of wheat and paddy for the central

pool. The procurement of maize in Punjab

is  essential in the larger interest of the

state. Punjab produces about 4-5 lakh

metric tonnes of maize of which only

about 3 lakh MT arrive in the mandis for

procurement. The state government is

entitled to distribute about 7-8 lakh MT

food grains as per the listed number of

beneficiaries under NFSA.

The maize crop procured under the MSP

scheme can easily be distributed to the

NFSA beneficiaries against their entitle-

ment. The procured maize can be supplied

in one go to the fair price shops directly

from the mandis to avoid storage cost or

losses. It will be a win-win situation for all

the stakeholders as the farmers will get

MSP for their produce and the consumers

will get makki at the rate of rupee one per

kg as compared to rupees two per kg paid

for wheat. The state government must take

immediate action to implement the adviso-

ry issued by the court to at least procure

maize during ensuing season. A lasting

solution to air pollution and depletion of the

water table in Punjab and Haryana can be

found by adopting maize and other alterna-

tive crops to reduce the area under paddy. 

The farmers couldn't adopt maize cultiva-

tion on a large scale due to less price reali-

sation because of its non-procurement by

government agencies at MSP rates. The

diversification efforts of the state govern-

ment also cannot succeed in the absence

of assured procurement of alternative

crops by the government agencies. Will

the government walk the talk?

The writer is a retired Additional

Director Food & Civil Supplies, Punjab.

The challenge is
to look beyond
the stereotypes
and
preconceptions
that prevent us
from accepting
others. There is
evidence to
suggest that we
are a polity at
war with itself in
which the
process of
emotional
integration has
faltered and is in
dire need of
reinvigoration. 

The maize crop
consumes less
water, is
environment
friendly and can
give financial
returns on a par
with paddy. It can
replace the water-
guzzling,
environment-
polluting paddy.

‘Acceptance goes beyond tolerance’

Will the government walk the talk for farmers?

M Hamid Ansari 

E
XPERIENCE shows that secu-

larism has become a site for

political and legal contestation.

The difficulty lies in delineating,

for purposes of public policy and prac-

tice, the line that separates them from

religion. For this, religion per se, and

each individual religion figuring in the

discourse, has to be defined in terms of

its stated tenets. The “way of life” argu-

ment, used in philosophical texts and

some judicial pronouncements, does not

help the process of identifying common

principles of equity in a multi-religious

society in which religious majority is not

synonymous with totality of the citizen

body. Since a wall of separation is not

possible under Indian conditions, the

challenge is to develop and implement a

formula for equidistance and minimum

involvement. For this purpose, principles

of faith need to be segregated from con-

tours of culture since a conflation of the

two obfuscates the boundaries of both

and creates space to equivocalness. Fur-

thermore, such an argument could be

availed of by other faiths in the land

since all claim a cultural sphere and a

historical justification for it.

In life as in law, terminological inexacti-

tude has its implications. In electoral

terms, “majority” is numerical majority as

reflected in a particular exercise (e.g. elec-

tion), does not have permanence and is

generally time-specific; the same holds

for “minority”. Both find reflection in val-

ue judgments. The question then is

whether in regard to “citizenship” under

our Constitution with its explicit injunc-

tions on rights and duties, any value judg-

ments should emerge from expressions

like “majority” and “minority” and the

associated adjectives like “majoritarian”

and “majorityism” and “minoritarian”and

“minorityism”? Record shows that these

have divisive implications and detract

from the Preamble's quest for “Fraterni-

ty”. Within the same ambit, but distinct

from it, is the constitutional principle of

equality of status and opportunity, ampli-

fied through Articles 14, 15, and 16. This

equality has to be substantive rather

than merely formal and has to be given

shape through requisite measures of

affirmative action needed in each case so

that the journey on the path to develop-

ment has a common starting point. This

would be an effective way of giving shape

to Prime Minister Narendra Modi's poli-

cy of Sab Ka Saath Sab Ka Vikas.

It is here that the role of the judicial

arm of the state comes into play and, as

an acknowledged authority on the Con-

stitution put it, “unless the Court strives

in every possible way to assure that the

Constitution, the law, applies fairly to all

citizens, the Court cannot be said to have

fulfilled its custodial responsibility”

How then do we go about creating con-

ditions and space for a more comprehen-

sive realisation of the twin objectives of

pluralism and secularism and in weaving

it into the fabric of a comprehensive actu-

alisation of the democratic objectives set

forth in the Constitution? The answer

would seem to lie, firstly, in the negation

of impediments to the accommodation of

diversity institutionally and amongst cit-

izens and, secondly, in the rejuvenation

of the institutions and practices through

which pluralism and secularism cease to

be sites for politico-legal contestation in

the functioning of Indian democracy.

The two approaches are to be parallel,

not sequential. Both necessitate avoid-

ance of sophistry in discourse or induc-

tion of personal inclinations in State

practice. A more diligent promotion of

fraternity, and of our composite culture,

in terms of Article 51A (e) and (f) is clear-

ly required. It needs to be done in prac-

tice by leaders and followers.

A commonplace suggestion is advocacy

of tolerance. Tolerance is a virtue. It is

freedom from bigotry. It is also a prag-

matic formula for the functioning of soci-

ety without conflict between different

religions, political ideologies, nationali-

ties, ethnic groups, or other us-versus-

them divisions.

Yet tolerance alone is not a strong

enough foundation for building an inclu-

sive and pluralistic society. It must be

coupled with understanding and accept-

ance. We must, said Swami Vivekananda,

“not only tolerate other religions, but

positively embrace them, as truth is the

basis of all religions.”Acceptance goes a

step beyond tolerance. Moving from toler-

ance to acceptance is a journey that starts

within ourselves, within our own under-

standing and compassion for people who

are different to us and from our recogni-

tion and acceptance of the “other” that is

the raison d'etre of democracy. The chal-

lenge is to look beyond the stereotypes

and preconceptions that prevent us from

accepting others. This makes continuous

dialogue unavoidable. It has to become an

essential national virtue to promote har-

mony transcending sectional diversities.

The urgency of giving this a practical

shape at national, state and local levels

through various suggestions in the public

domain is highlighted by enhanced

apprehensions of insecurity amongst seg-

ments of our citizen body, particularly

Dalits, Muslims and Christians.

The alternative, however unpalatable,

also has to be visualised. There is evidence

to suggest that we are a polity at war with

itself in which the process of emotional

integration has faltered and is in dire need

of reinvigoration. On one plane is the

question of our commitment to rule of law

that seems to be under serious threat aris-

ing out of the noticeable decline in the effi-

cacy of the institutions of the State, lapses

into arbitrary decision-making and even

“ochlocracy” or mob rule, and the result-

ant public disillusionment; on another are

questions of fragility and cohesion ema-

nating from impulses that have shifted the

political discourse from mere growth cen-

tric to vociferous demands for affirmative

action and militant protest politics. “A cul-

ture of silence has yielded to protests.”

The vocal distress in the farm sector in dif-

ferent states, the persistence of Naxalite

insurgencies, the re-emergence of lan-

guage-related identity questions, seeming

indifference to excesses pertaining to

weaker sections of society, and the as-yet

unsettled claims of local nationalisms can

no longer be ignored or brushed under the

carpet. The political immobility in relation

to Jammu and Kashmir is disconcerting.

Alongside are questions about the func-

tioning of what has been called our “asym-

metrical federation” and “the felt need for

a wider, reinvigorated, perspective on the

shape of the Union of India” to overcome

the crisis of “moral legitimacy” in its dif-

ferent manifestations. 

I now refer to Nationalism. Scholars

have dwelt on the evolution of the idea.

The historical precondition of Indian

identity was one element of it; so was

regional and anti-colonial patriotism. By

1920s a form of pluralistic nationalism

had answered the question of how to

integrate within it the divergent aspira-

tions of identities based on regional ver-

nacular cultures and religious communi-

ties. A few years earlier, Rabindranath

Tagore had expressed his views on the

“idolatry of Nation”. For many decades

after independence, a pluralist view of

nationalism and Indianness reflective of

the widest possible circle of inclusive-

ness and a “salad bowl” approach, char-

acterised our thinking. More recently an

alternate viewpoint of “purifying exclu-

sivism” has tended to intrude into and

take over the political and cultural land-

scape.  does imply national obligations. It

necessitates adherence to and affection

for the nation in all its rich diversity. This

is what nationalism means, and should

mean, in a global community of nations.

The Israeli scholar Yael Tamir has dwelt

on this at some length. Liberal national-

ism, she opines, “requires a state of mind

characterised by tolerance and respect of

diversity for members of one's own

group and for others;” hence it is “poly-

centric by definition” and “celebrates the

particularity of culture with the univer-

sality of human rights, the social and cul-

tural embeddedness of individuals

together with their personal autonomy.”

On the other hand, “the version of

nationalism that places cultural commit-

ments at its core is usually perceived as

the most conservative and illiberal form

of nationalism. It promotes intolerance

and arrogant patriotism”.

What are, or could be, the implications

of the latter for pluralism and secular-

ism? It is evident that both would be

abridged since both require for their sus-

tenance a climate of opinion and a state

practice that eschews intolerance, dis-

tances itself from extremist and illiberal

nationalism, subscribes in word and deed

to the Constitution and its Preamble, and

ensures that citizenship irrespective of

caste, creed or ideological affiliation is the

sole determinant of Indianness. In our

plural secular democracy, therefore, the

“other” is to be none other than the “self”.

Any derogation from it would be detri-

mental to its core values. Jai Hind.

Excerpted from the speech  by Vice

President M Hamid Ansari at the 25th

Annual Convocation of the 

National Law School of India

University, Bangalore.

People gathered in large numbers in different cities to support the campaign, “Not in My

Name,” against targeted lynching. A culture of silence has yielded to protests. PTI

Tolerance is a virtue.
It is freedom from
bigotry. Tolerance
alone is not a strong
enough foundation
for building an
inclusive and
pluralistic society. It
must be coupled
with understanding
and acceptance.

Protesting farmers detained at the

Parliament Street police station, Delhi. PTI
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