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The Maratha march
Address upper-caste sense of grievance 

A
FTER the Jat agitation in Haryana and the Patidar protest in

Gujarat, the Maratha march in Maharashtra is another demon-

stration of the land-owning upper castes' sense of grievance

over their perceived marginalisation. There is a growing feeling among

the once socially, economically and politically dominant sections of

society that they are falling behind in an acquisitive culture. Rightly

or wrongly, they believe that pro-reservation politics played since the

Mandal agitation and pro-market policies, unleashed since 1991, have

left them at a disadvantage vis-à-vis other castes. Their children resent

the denial of admission in institutions of repute and see jobs being

snatched from them through an unfair practice of reservation. 

The increasing loss of political and economic influence has forced

these once privileged sections of society to unite and come out in the

streets. Since they depend largely on land, poor returns from agricul-

ture have shrunk their incomes. Government-dictated MSPs, cutting

down of subsidies and pro-consumer policies have turned agriculture

into a loss-making venture. Farmer unrest is a countrywide phenom-

enon today, though protests and suicides are limited to a few states.  

Parties across the political spectrum have over the years wooed the

Scheduled Castes, the Scheduled Tribes and the backward classes

with reservations in jobs and educational institutions, and this has

created a sense of grievance among those who belong to a higher

caste but are living at a subsistence level. It is not without reason that

the protesters distrust politicians. Barring Hardik Patel in Gujarat,

the movement has no recognisable face or leadership but the protest

organisers in all the three states do not let politicians take the centre

stage. This loss of faith in the political class stands out in almost every

pro-reservation farmer agitation. The political leadership in general

and that in the BJP-ruled states of Maharashtra, Gujarat and Haryana

in particular has a difficult task of managing upper-caste aspirations

and resentments. While the importance of affirmative action for the

underprivileged cannot be ignored, political maturity is required to

balance the conflicting demands and interests since social harmony

is at stake. It needs to be understood that consumption-driven, job-

less growth, encouraged by flawed policies, has created the situation.

Dangerous trail
Stalking is no stroll in park

E
VER since the Varnika Kundu stalking case has hit the head-

lines, disquieting murmurs have emanated from certain quar-

ters. Those who have deluded themselves into thinking that the

outrage against the culprits is much ado about nothing would per-

haps need to be told that another young girl, all of 17, has fallen prey

to her stalkers. Murdered allegedly by four boys from her village in

Ballia in Uttar Pradesh, the victim's family has claimed that she had

been being stalked and harassed for more than six months. Her

death, as that of others like Priyadarshini Mattoo before her, once

again proves that stalking is not merely a ‘boy-chasing-girl’ thing as

Union minister Babul Supriyo has made this out to be. 

Stalking is a crime, hence punishable with a jail term of up to three

years and includes unwanted phone calls and email hacking. Tragi-

cally, each time a  case of woman harassment comes up, it not only

becomes a grim reminder of how unsafe women are, but also bares

societal prejudices entrenched in feudal mindsets. While men like

Supriyo try to find justification in its rampant existence in real and

reel life, many misguided Romeos confuse it with romance and woo-

ing. Other misogynists try to cow down the sufferer by blatant victim

shaming all the while spreading canards. 

Varnika's courage in coming out in the open to take on her tormen-

tors might be a one-off example. However, it is an emphatic reminder

that girls will not take it lying down anymore. The arrest of Vikas Bar-

ala and Ashish Kumar may be a small step in her battle, given the work-

ing of our judicial system. The legal battle is likely to be grueling and

protracted. Massive support that is coming her way from many quarters

is in itself a matter of satisfaction and a signal that women are no longer

willing to settle for the status quo. They are demanding change and

driving it as well. For once, the politically connected accused has been

made to hide his face and not the victim her identity.

Harish Khare

S
EVENTY years ago, two nations

were created in the Indian sub-

continent.  A new nation, Pak-

istan, was carved out; this 'moth-

eaten' new nation was to be home to the

Muslims of the British India. A truncat-

ed India became the successor state to

the British imperial order, its preten-

sions, its institutions, its boundaries and

its flawed control model. The grand hope

was that after these cartographic

rearrangements in the East and the

West,  the two new states and their new-

ly endowed citizens would rediscover

the joys of  civilizational co-existence.

That hope got definitely belied by all the

bloodshed, dislocation, riots, violence,

massacres that attended the Partition. 

Seventy years later the two nations are

yet to find a modus vivendi to live in

benign comfort with each other.  In 1971,

India helped Pakistan’s eastern wing to

discover its separate national identity;

consequently, Pakistan became a much

more compact nation. It is much more a

natural state today than it was before

1971. And, it now has a huge historic

grievance against India to sustain its

national narrative; it continues to define

itself as a nation — internally and exter-

nally — in hostile terms towards India.

For seventy years, we in India had per-

mitted ourselves a glorious air of grand

superiority over Pakistan. As long as

Jawaharlal Nehru lived, his aura, politi-

cal legitimacy, global stature, mass pop-

ularity and dedicated leadership gave us

in India a new sense of collective equa-

nimity. We were imaginatively engaged

in creating a new India, building its new

“temples” and inculcating a scientific

temper in this ancient land of medieval

superstition and ignorance.

For seventy years, or most part of it, we

could legitimately assure ourselves that

we were better than Pakistan. We have

had a Constitution and its elaborate

arrangements; we were a democracy

and held free and fair elections to choose

our rulers; we had devised a dignified

political culture of peaceful transfer of

power among winners and losers after

each election at the Centre and in the

States;  we had committed ourselves to

egalitarian  social objectives; we were

determined not to be a theocratic State;

we were proudly secular and  we put in

place procedures and laws to treat our

religious and linguistic minorities

respectfully; we had  leaders who drew

their legitimacy and authority from pop-

ular mandates;  our armed forces stayed

in the barracks; we had a free and robust

judiciary;  a mere high court judge in

Allahabad  could unseat a powerful

prime minister. And, when a regime

tried to usurp the democratic arrange-

ment, the citizens threw the offending

rulers out at the first opportunity. 

For seventy years, we had every reason

to believe that we were superior to Pak-

istan. Above all, we were not Pakistan. In

recent decades, we became even more

smug about our superiority as we have

unthinkingly bought into the Western

narrative that Pakistan was a “failing

state” or a “failed state” — that too with

nuclear weapons. What we have failed to

appreciate is that Pakistani elites, too,

have devised a working political culture

best suited to its genius. Pakistani elites

are not untroubled by inequities and

inequalities in the land. We may bemoan

that the Army has emerged as the senior

partner in the Islamabad-Rawalpindi

axis; nonetheless, it is a state that

remains unwavered in its animosity

towards us but still runs a coherent for-

eign policy and maintains internal order.

Its elites have perfected the art of taking

the Western leaders for a ride and have

seen off super-powers' intervention in

neighbouring Afghanistan. There is a

certain kind of stability in Pakistan's

perennial instability. 

Seventy years later we in India find

ourselves itching to move towards a Pak-

istani model, notwithstanding our

extensive paraphernalia of so many con-

stitutional institutions of accountability.

In recent years, we no longer wish to

define ourselves as a secular nation; our

dominant political establishment is

exhorting us to shed our ‘secular’ diffi-

dence and to begin taking pride in us

being a Hindu rashtra. Just as in Pak-

istan, the dominant religion has come to

intrude and influence the working of

most of our institutions.

For seventy years our political class

looked down upon Pakistan for its inabil-

ity to keep its Generals in their place.

Seventy years on, we are ready to ape

those despised “Pakis.”  Our Army was

never so visible or as voluble as it is now;

our armed forces are no longer just the

authorised guardians of our national

integrity, they are also being designated

as the last bulwark of nationalism. Con-

sequently, as in Pakistan, we no longer

allow any critical evaluation of anything

associated with the armed forces. Those

who do not agree with the armed forces’

performance or profile stand automati-

cally denounced as ‘anti-national.’ What

is more, we are thoughtlessly injecting

violence and its authorised wielders as

instruments of a promised renaissance. 

Seventy years later, we are cheerfully

debunking all those great patriots and

towering leaders who once mesmerised

the world in the 20th century world and

who were a source of our national pride

and who had forged an inclusive politi-

cal community across the land by

instilling in us virtues of civic together-

ness. As Pakistan has done, we too now

seek national glory and garv from re-

writing our history books to cater to our

religious prejudices. Just as Pakistan

has institutionalized discrimination, we

too are manufacturing  a 'new normal'

in which it is deemed normal and natu-

ral to show the minorities their place at

the back of the room.  

Seventy years later, the most com-

plex legacy of the Partition — Kashmir

— remains unresolved.  It continues to

bleed both Pakistan and India, finan-

cially, politically and spiritually.  All

these years we had allowed ourselves

to believe that for Pakistani elites the

Kashmir dispute provides a dubious

platform of a meretricious coherence;

not to be left behind, we in India are

increasingly content to use the Kash-

mir problem to help us redefine the

content and contours of our edgy and

brittle  nationalism.  Worse, Kashmir

continues to take a toll on our collec-

tive sensitivities. As a nation, we are

getting comfortable in the use of vio-

lence and coercion to resolve differ-

ences at home and abroad. 

Seventy years ago we were determined

to be different from Pakistan; seventy

years later we are unwittingly beginning

to look like Pakistan. Mohammed Ali

Jinnah must be permitting himself a

crack of a smile at our unseemly hurry to

move away from Jawaharlal Nehru and

his founding legacy.  

A new baptism

Col IPS Kohli (retd)                          

I
T is raining abhiyans in India and

while the likes of 'Swachh Bharat'

and other pan-India programmes

are well known, an 'abhiyan' that is less-

er known in this part of the country is

the 'Jiyo Parsi Abhiyan'. This pro-

gramme was launched in November

2013 by the 'Ministry of Minority

Affairs' to arrest the dwindling num-

bers of the much-loved and good-look-

ing Parsi community. An ad which is

the brainchild of Sam Balsara, used

humour which is a Parsi staple to

encourage Parsis to marry Parsis early,

to produce more Parsis.

The Parsis rose (sic) to the occasion

and slipped into an overdrive. In about

a year and a half the slide was some-

what arrested but more remains to be

done. One of the taglines of the ad is

'Will your boyfriend be as successful as

Rattan Tata?' Its import: advice to Par-

si girls not to be over choosy about their

mates and marry early or at the right

time. Another one says, 'Earlier times

families were cricket teams surely; you

can manage a carrom foursome'.

A mere 70,000 make up the entire com-

munity in India and an equal number is

dispersed over the rest of the world.

They are Zoroastrians who immigrated

to Gujarat from Persia over a thousand

years ago. Now concentrated chiefly in

Mumbai, they adopted Indian culture

but continue to worship Ahura Mazda,

the founder of Zoroastrianism.

In a country that has its minority

communities perpetually whining for

more favours and freebies, the Parsis,

who are the smallest community,

have never asked for anything and

have steadfastly remained loyal to the

State, bringing excellence in every

field they have ventured into. In some

fields they are the builders and pio-

neers of modern India.

Besides, the Tatas, who pioneered civ-

il aviation in India, the Parsi hall of

fame includes literally the who's who of

India. Ardeshir Godrej, Cyrus Poon-

awalla, Homi Jahangir Bhabha, Homi

Sethna, Fali Nariman, Soli Sorabjee,

Feroze Gandhi, Bhikaji Cama, Russi

Modi, Zubin Mehta, Shiamik Davar,

Nina Wadia, John Abraham, Farokh

Engineer, Bapsi Sidhwa, Mehr Jessia,

Perizaad Zorabian, Bejan Daruwalla,

Cyrus Broacha, Behram Busybee Con-

tractor and Persis Khambatta are

known Indian icons.

It is perhaps in the armed forces that

the Parsis, who are not a martial race,

have made the most significant contri-

bution. This small community gave

India two Chiefs of Air Staff, Aspy Engi-

neer and Fali Homi Major, a Chief of

Naval Staff, Jal Cursetji, and last but

not the least the legendary Field Mar-

shall Sam Maneckshaw, who had the

guts, gumption and the conviction to

look the Prime Minister in the eye and

call a spade a bloody shovel. Sam

Bahadur was the architect of India's

most spectacular military victory in

1971 which sliced rogue Pakistan into

two, leading to the birth of Bangladesh.

Come on all you Daruwalas, Sod-

abottlewaterwalas, Ganjawalas,

Gheewalas, Subziwalas, Thelewalas,

Tyrewalas, Topiwalas, Ghaswalas,

Cyclewalas - pick up the gauntlet!

India needs more of you.

Thought for the Day

The strength of our country is reflected in the contributions that
we all make to the common good. —Donald Wuerl
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letters to the editor

Congressman’s prognosis
The opinion of Jairam Ramesh, the

Congress party’s ‘think-tank’ and a

proven Gandhi family loyalist (unlike

Nitish Kumar), must be taken sport-

ingly, discussed and debated in a

closed-door forum of the party. The

Congress is passing through an exis-

tential crisis and Narendra Modi’s

words of a “Congress-mukt Bharat”,

though largely rhetorical, have a ring

of truth to them. Unless this “tsuna-

mi’ is halted, the Congress may be

history soon. The BJP has an intellec-

tual vacuum but has a tremendous

business acumen in politics, as admit-

ted by Modi during his Japan visit.

The Congress can fill this vacuum

with wisdom, planning and strategy. It

is rightly said: “Dhanwan ke paas

gian nahin, toh kuch bhee nahin.”

BM SINGH, AMRITSAR

Taking stock of stalking

This refers to the editorial “Not just

stalking” (August 8) that highlights the

extremely shocking incident where

once again the modesty of a woman was

in danger. This incident marks one more

blot on the hollow political and police

assurances on the safety of women in

India. The high-profile young brats

accused in this incident are students of

law and know the intricacies and loop-

holes in the law. Law comes into action

only after the offence/crime has been

committed. To stop the offence from

being committed, first and the foremost

is the fear of law and law-enforcement

agencies. But it is a tragedy that this fear

and fairness is curtailed by the powers

enjoyed by the high-profile people. This

shameful incident needs exemplary and

timely justice so that the faith of the

common man remains intact in the sys-

tem of justice and law and order.

AVTAR SINGH, MULLANPUR

Bravery award, why not?

The display of power to suppress the

helpless is commonplace. People feel

sorry for the victim for a few days and

then forget about it and that is the rea-

son why most women try to hide inci-

dents of crime they confront. In times

like this, speaking against a political

leader needs to be appreciated. Only a

few would be able to do what Ms Kun-

du has done. Regardless of threats,

she spoke out. She deserves an award

for bravery. She has set an example.

SANCHIT AGARWAL, VIA EMAIL

Special status should go
National Conference supremo Farooq

Abdullah should see reason instead of

misleading the people of Jammu and

Kashmir. He is adopting the same path

as his father had adopted. Shed this

special status, you have enjoyed special

status for 70 years. Now, it is the time to

take responsibility and sacrifice. Article

35A or 370 must be removed because it

is discriminatory and encroaches upon

the rights of other citizens.

ASHOK KUMAR BHANOT, VIA EMAIL

Difficult to withdraw

Articles 35A and 370 have done noth-

ing good for the state, except to con-

tinually retain Jammu and Kashmir’s

status as a Muslim-majority state. It

has deprived the state of big indus-

tries and employment opportunities

for the youth. It has also divided the

state on regional and religious lines.

One main region is continuously dis-

criminated against. However, Farooq

Abdullah is right that any attempt to

abrogate the Articles will lead to dis-

turbance in the state. It is easy to pro-

vide a privilege but it is very difficult

to withdraw it.

DR BHAGAT, JAMMU

Nitish’s lost charisma
Nitish Kumar may have won the trust

vote in Bihar Assembly but has lost

the trust of the people who gave him

the mandate for five years. He is now

weaker than during his earlier stint.

At that time, he became a larger-than-

life figure because he could control

lawlessness in the state to some extent

and was seen as a possible player on

the national scene. Nitish’s lost

charisma is evident because of his

journey from the communal to secular

camp and back again. He is seen as an

opportunist, on the lookout for the

best bet. If Nitish really wanted to

claim and retain his trustworthiness

in the wake of corruption charges

against Lalu Prasad Yadav and com-

pany, he should have resigned and

gone in for fresh elections.

PS KAUR, VIA EMAIL

Above party lines, how?

Gopalkrishna Gandhi, a towering

intellectual, was defeated in the elec-

tion for the Vice-President’s post. He

did not miss the bus, rather the bus

missed him. He was the right candi-

date backed by the wrong parties.

Venkaiah Naidu’s humble back-

ground had nothing to do with his suc-

cess. On the one hand it is said that

the President and Vice-President are

above party lines, while on the other

nothing is done to stop the practice of

choosing candidates for these top

posts from political parties. How can

one soaked for years together in party

politics suddenly raise oneself above

party politics?

MR ANAND, VRINDAVAN

Script of love

This refers to Kuldip Dhiman’s write-

up “The script of love and lyrics” (Spec-

trum, July 30). Urdu came into being as

a mixed jargon to be used for commu-

nication between people speaking dif-

ferent tongues. It has nothing to do

with any particular community. Once,

the then RSS chief KS Sudarshan

unnecessarily said that Urdu was

responsible for Partition. Quite a large

number of Hindu poets and writers

have enriched it. Poet Riza has rightly

said: Hindu hai na Muslim hai Riza

Mazhib-e-Urdu/Donon hee kee aaghosh

mein ye phooli phalli hai. It is a very

sweet and pleasant language: Voh

karey baat to har lafz sey khushboo

aaey/Aise boli vohi boley jisey Urdu

aaey. Many lovers of poetry give vent

to their feelings through appropriate

Urdu, not Hindi or Punjabi, verses.

Urdu mushaariahs attract a large

number of audience, including even

those who have not learnt even a smat-

tering of this language.

BHAGWAN SINGH, QADIAN

Powerless people

This tradition of using own power to

suppress helpless people has been fol-

lowed since long. People too feel sorry

for the victim for a few days and then

forget it. For this reason most girls try

to hide the matter. The crimes against

women in our country has been on the

rise constantly and no steps are taken

against even against low-level crimi-

nals. That is why in times like this,

speaking against a  political leader

must be appreciated. Only a few

would be able to do what she has done.

Regardless of threats , she spoke up

against it and showed the true face of

leaders and their cruel descendants.

An award for bravery must be given to

her. Proper security should be provid-

ed  so that no girl should feel insecure

while filing complaints in the future. 

SANCHIT AGARWAL, VIA EMAIL
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On Wednesday the nation was given one more slogan. Also on that day,
the ruling establishment sought to reinterpret the Quit India Movement.
A few more slogans might be coined on 15th August when we celebrate
70 years of Independence. These slogans, now officially called jumlas, are
redefining us in a mirror-image of a much-despised neighbour. 
.

‘Jiyo Parsi Abhiyan’

Seventy years later we imitate Pakistan
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ACROSS

1 Opera by Verdi (2,8)

8 Indistinct (5)

9 Mock-orange (7)

10 Provide funds for (7)

11 Female fox (5)

12 Stir up (6)

14 US state bought from 

Russia (6)

17 A light beer (5)

19 Foolish (7)

21 Regional form of language (7)

22On the move (5)

23Australian operatic 

soprano (10)

DOWN

2 A deadly poison (7)

3 Artificial silk (5)

4 Ship (6)

5 Advent (7)

6 Take over as colony (5)

7 Wagner opera (10)

8 Musical based on 

Pygmalion (2,4,4)

13 Rushing stream (7)

15 To sugar (7)

16 Envelop (6)

18 Pasture (5)

20Lag behind (5)

YESTERDAY’S
SOLUTION

Across

1 Fracas, 4
Bumper, 9
Georgia, 10 Tread,
11 Ridge, 12 Ill
will, 13 Fifth
column, 18
Capitol, 20 Solar,
22 Exult, 23 A la
mode, 24 Endure,
25 Gaiety.

Down

1 Figaro, 2 Avoid,
3 Augment, 5
Until, 6 Premium,
7 Riddle, 8 Maria
Callas, 14
Impound, 15 La
Scala, 16 Scheme,
17 Creepy, 19
Tutor, 21 Loose.

Yesterday’s solution

quick crossword su  do  ku forecast

■ Vikrami Samvat 2074
■ Shaka Samvat 1939
■ Shravan Shaka 20
■ Shravan  Parvishte 27
■ Hijari 1438
■ Krishan  Paksha Tithi 4, 

up to 11.58 pm
■ Suka Yog up to 3.35 pm
■ Purvabhadrapad   Nakshatra

up to 6.13 am
■ Moon in Pisces sign
■ Shri Ganesh Bahula Chaturthi Vart
■ Moonrise at 9.34 pm

August 11, 2017, Friday

Lahore, Saturday, August 11, 1917

Comforts for Wounded Soldiers at Lahore Cantonment.
IN our correspondence columns will be founded a letter from Hon-

orary Secretary, Indian Troops War Hospital Committee Lahore, of

which Mr. H.P. Tollinton, Deputy Commissioner, Lahore, is Presi-

dent, in which he makes an appeal to the generous minded and

philanthropic people to provide funds for supplying little luxuries

such as fruits, utensils, etc., to the 320 wounded soldiers under

treatment in the Lahore Cantonment War Hospital. The neces-

saries are, of course, provided by the Government and it is only

small additional comforts which make such a great difference in

making the soldiers feel that they are in their own land are being

cared for by their own people. To the country-men of these brave

warriors, who have fought the battles of their King-Emperor and

the Empire and suffered for the righteous cause, this must be a

duty and privilege, and not a call of charity or philanthropy.

Queen Empress' Gracious Message to Soldiers' Families.
THE gracious sympathy and solicitude which the Royal House of

England has always evinced in the welfare of the people of this

country closer and closer to the royal person and throne. The lat-

est instance of this kindly feeling and the readiness to share with

the people in their sorrows is furnished by Her Imperial Majesty

the Queen Empress who has directed that the widows, mothers or

daughters of Indian officers and soldiers of the Indian Army who

had been killed in action or had died of wounds or disease during

the present war be presented with a copy of Her Imperial

Majesty's portrait together with a gracious message of sympathy

and appreciation of the deeds of the departed soldiers in Her

Majesty's own hand.

on this day... 100 years ago

calendar

V. HARD
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Sunny Partly Cloudy Cloudy Rainy Foggy

CITY MAX MIN

Chandigarh 34 29

New Delhi 35 28
PUNJAB

Amritsar 35          26

Bathinda 35 29

Jalandhar 35   27

Ludhiana 34 28

Patiala 33 27
HARYANA

Ambala 34 28

Bhiwani 37 28

Hisar 37          28

Karnal 33 28

Sirsa 35 29
HIMACHAL PRADESH

Dharamsala 28           17

Manali            25           16

Nahan 28 25

Shimla 23           18

Solan 28           22
JAMMU & KASHMIR

Jammu 31 23

Leh                     30          18

Srinagar 30          20

UTTARAKHAND 

Dehradun 30           24       

Mussoorie 23 15

Nainital 22           17

SUNSET: FRIDAY 19:09 HRS

SUNRISE: SATURDAY 05:47 HRS

TEMPERATURE IN OC

Maj Gen Ashok K. Mehta (retd)

T
HE legendary Trump tantrums

and tweets have so convulsed

the White House that a four-star

Marine General, John Kelly, in

charge of Homeland Security, had to be

transferred to the White House as Chief

of Staff to maintain dignity and decorum

and keep strategic policy-making insu-

lated from chaos. Take Afghanistan, or

Af-Pak. Inter-agency wrangles —

between Pentagon, State Department,

national security establishment and the

CIA — have delayed the Af-Pak policy

document. It was due in April but was

put on hold as Secretary of State Rex

Tillerson wanted to re-hyphenate

Afghanistan with Pakistan.

Gen John Nicholson, US Commander,

Resolute Force, in Kabul, who was in Del-

hi last month, had been told to expect the

strategic directive latest by July 18.

Instead, on July 19, in a stormy meeting of

top generals at the White House presided

over by Trump, he demanded to know

why the war in Afghanistan was not being

won even after 16 years, 2,740 US lives and

USD 1 tn. According to one insider

account, Trump wanted Nicholson sacked

and replaced with his National Security

Advisor, serving Lt Gen HR McMaster.

The President’s NSC has met thrice seek-

ing out-of-the-box ideas. Trump had

famously told visiting President Xi Jin-

ping over dinner that he had left the war-

fighting to the generals.

At the July 19 meeting, Trump did not

encounter any unconventional thinking,

but was presented three widely accepted

options — status quo, ramping up force

levels, investing in a political solution. It

seems he is incensed with Pakistan for

consistently ‘not cooperating’ — after

reviewing punitive policy recommenda-

tions made by Sen. John McCain, chair-

man, Senate Armed Forces Committee,

following a brief visit last month to Pak-

istan; former Congressman Larry

Pressler; and Lisa Curtis, Senior Director

for South and Central Asia at the White

House NSC. Trump is likely to get tough

with Pakistan.

The message loud and clear from the

White House was conveyed last week by

McMaster to Pakistani generals. That

Trump will not tolerate any support to ter-

rorists, Pakistan has to change its paradox-

ical policy of supporting the Taliban,

Haqqanis and other groups and has to stop

those providing safe havens and support

bases to these groups. The bottom line is

changing the behaviour of the deep state,

which no US Administration has been

able to achieve. Trump wants to win an

unwinnable war hoping a tough and puni-

tive policy on Pakistan’s non-compliance

may open the door for better or worse in

bringing a chastened Taliban/Haqqani

network to the negotiating table. At the

last count, the Taliban were in control of 95

of Afghanistan’s 407 districts.

While McMaster is echoing Trump’s

hard line, there are many generals,

including Chairman, Joint Chiefs of Staff,

John Dunford who do not wish to antago-

nise Pakistan and doubt whether a puni-

tive approach can alter the behaviour of

the Rawalpindi generals. Eventually, the

hard line could prevail but how it gets

operationalised will be worth watching.

The security situation in Afghanistan is

worsening by the day as Kabul awaits

Trump’s Ten Commandments. While at

the strategic level there is a stalemate, at

the tactical level advantage is with the

Taliban and their affiliates. Earlier in the

year, National Security Adviser Hanif

Atmar, speaking at the IDSA, New Delhi,

had said that the Afghan National Secu-

rity Forces (ANSF) were losing on an

average 29 soldiers a day fighting Tal-

iban, Haqqanis and the ISIS. In compar-

ison, Indian losses in Kashmir for all of

2016 were 95 combatants. Last three

months have witnessed the most horren-

dous attacks ever — biggest truck bomb

explosion in Kabul and the largest

assault on an army camp in Balkh

province killing hundreds of civilians

and soldiers. These have sapped the con-

fidence of Afghans who came on the

streets demanding security from the

National Unity government (NUG) riven

with differences and afflicted by corrup-

tion. Meanwhile, the NUG has evolved a

four-year (2017-2020) roadmap for

enhancing ANSF fighting capabilities as

agreed at the Warsaw Nato summit this

May. The Americans and the West pay

almost the entire cost of Afghanistan

security and economy.

Pentagon’s latest report on Afghanistan

states that India is the most reliable friend

of the Kabul regime. Prime Minister Modi

has repeatedly said that India will stick

with Afghanistan through thick and thin.

During last week’s US-India Forum at

New Delhi, Foreign Minister Sushma

Swaraj lauded sacrifices made by the US

in preserving the gains of the last 16 years,

including peace, security and democracy

in Afghanistan. New Delhi’s develop-

ment assistance for Afghanistan is worth

USD 3 bn and is the largest to any coun-

try other than Bhutan.

Pakistan is the stick in the mud. Atmar

had made plain that defeat of the Taliban

was possible only if the Taliban and

Haqqani sanctuaries were dismantled. He

claimed that the Afghan Special Forces

were the best in the world and the war

could be taken to the sanctuaries. Senator

Ted Poe has listed two legislations, one

declaring Pakistan a state sponsor of ter-

rorism and the other withdrawing the

privileged status of Most Favoured Non-

Nato Ally. Trump advisers are convinced

that only coercion and raising the costs for

Pakistan will work. Besides curtaining

funding, hard options such as surgical

strikes against sanctuaries and targeted

drone strikes to take out the Taliban and

Haqqani leadership are on the table.

Since 2004, when drone strikes first

started against Pakistan, 428 strikes have

taken place, the last on July 3 in South

Waziristan against ISIS targets. On June

13, US drones struck in Hangu district of

Khyber Pakhtunwa, killing Abu Baqar

Haqqani, in Pakistan beyond the drone-

permissible tribal belt area. This is the

second attack outside the agreed drone-

strike areas, the last being in Balochistan

which took out Taliban supremo Mullah

Mansour last year. 

It is estimated that approximately

1,200 to 1,600 terrorists have been killed

in drone attacks. Will the drone strikes

extend to Taliban and Haqqani sanctu-

aries on Pakistani soil? Will Afghanistan

Special Forces assisted by US Rangers

conduct surgical strikes against safe

havens? A Trump authorisation for

either or both these options can be a

game-changer. While admiring the

chocolate cream dessert at the banquet

for Xi, Trump informed him that Cruise

Missiles had just attacked the Syrian

airbase from where chemical attacks

were launched by Assad forces in Syria.

How far can Trump go to tame Pakistan

to get out of Afghanistan? The long

awaited policy directive will conceal

more than it will reveal!

The writer is a founder-member of the

Defence Planning Staff.

Even as Trump
takes the hard
line against
Pakistan
backing certain
terror groups,
there are many
US generals
who do not wish
to antagonise
Afghanistan’s
neighbour.

There is a view
in Pakistan that
elected
governments
are regarded as
unwanted
pregnancies, to
be aborted
whenever need
be, to save the
motherland.

Trump unveils a fresh Af-Pak policy

A US Army team at Dover Air Force Base carries the remains of Sgt. Jonathon Michael Hunter

killed by a car bomb in Kandahar on August 2. AFP

Unburied Nawaz Sharif plans to wreak revenge
F.S. Aijazuddin

E
LECTED governments in Pakistan

have less to fear from the Indian

Army than from their own — with

good reason. For almost 60 years, since

October 1958, politicians have lost every

battle to gain the higher ground of civilian

supremacy. Will they ever win the war?

After the fall of East Pakistan in Decem-

ber 1971, Mr Zulfikar Ali Bhutto had the

opportunity to send a demoralised army

back to the barracks. Many assumed he

would. Instead, he opted to become Pak-

istan’s fourth president and third chief

martial law administrator. He could not

resist imitating his militaristic hero

Napoleon Bonaparte.

In 1977, Mr Bhutto, accused of rigging

the general elections, was brutally

reminded that while political parties owe

their loyalty to the electorate, the Pak-

istan Army owes its allegiance to the

state. Political parties may hustle to

present themselves to their voters as the

better option. They may take turns on

the merry-go-round of selfish gover-

nance. But the Pakistan Army — one of

the region’s largest standing armies —

stands also as the vigilant watchdog of

the national interest, the muscular alter-

native to mismanaged democracy.

One word common to the lexicon of

civilian governments and the security

establishment is contempt. Civilian gov-

ernments routinely display contempt for

the public; the security establishment

regularly betrays contempt for civilians.

There is a view that elected govern-

ments are regarded as unwanted preg-

nancies, to be aborted whenever need

be, to save the motherland. The latest

still-birth is the ouster of third-time

prime minister Nawaz Sharif. It was

done with a sleight of pen worthy of the

late Sharifuddin Pirzada.

In time, books will be written on the

way Sharif’s removal was induced.

There will be tardy admissions of

remorse, as there were after Z.A. Bhut-

to’s hanging. Many associated with this

latest case may want, like Pontius

Pilate, to absolve themselves. What no

one in Islamabad will be able to escape

is culpability for an unforgivable degen-

eration in standards at every level. We

know the army prefers to subsist within

the boundaries of its own self-demarcat-

ed, well-defended political cantonment.

Civilians envy its manicured order, its

privileges like housing, schooling, med-

ical facilities, preferential allotment of

state lands, pensions (borne directly by

the civilian budget), and gilded retire-

ment. No wonder civilians feel like infe-

rior ‘children of a lesser god’.

The custodians of our law have

revealed a fragile fallibility. Many

remember a former chief justice’s obiter

dicta deciding Nawaz Sharif’s restora-

tion to the prime minister-ship in 1993.

“The law,” he pronounced, “is mightier

than the king of kings.” They have now

seen his successors at the same

Supreme Court stoop from that intellec-

tual pre-eminence to quoting from an

airport lounge novel The Godfather.

Many question why the Supreme Court

has usurped the mundane functions of a

magistrate’s court — that of investiga-

tion, prosecution, and judgment? By

allowing the media to set up camp on its

very doorstep and then live-stream the

progress of the case being adjudicated

inside, the dignity of the Supreme Court

cannot but be demeaned.

From politicians, the public has noth-

ing but the lowest expectations. Politi-

cal debate has sunk to such abysmal

levels that no one is shocked or sur-

prised anymore by increasingly sala-

cious, putrefying revelations. Scur-

rilous pictures of Mrs Nusrat Bhutto

dancing with president Gerald Ford in

1975 were small potatoes compared to

the present character assassination of

PTI leader Imran Khan. He is accused

by Ms Aaisha Gulalai (a rebel PTI par-

ty member) of having sent her inappro-

priate messages four years ago. Only

technology can affirm or refute her

belated allegations.

The PTI has retaliated by fielding

their own Ayesha — Ayesha Ahad, who

alleges that she is the mistreated wife of

Chief Minister Shahbaz Sharif’s son

Hamza Sharif. With apologies to both,

one is reminded of a poem — John F.

Kennedy’s favourite — about a pet so

elongated that “when its eyes were filled

with tears of sadness, its tail still wagged

from previous gladness”. With Ayesha

and Aaisha on board, can the Sita White

scandal be far behind?

Mr Imran Khan once boasted that he

had been offered the prime minister-

ship by General Musharraf. It seems he

is now expecting similar largesse from

his successor. Meanwhile, there is

wounded Nawaz Sharif left to finish.

Almost 175 years ago, on September 15,

1843, the Sikh Maharaja Sher Singh was

murdered by his opponents at Shah

Bilawal, outside Lahore. A Persian cou-

plet described the tragedy: Ba shauq

sagan shikar-i-sheran kardand (For their

sport, curs hunted lions).

An unburied Nawaz Sharif plans to

wreak revenge. Ironically, both Z.A.

Bhutto in 1977 and Nawaz Sharif in 2017,

when ousted from prime minister’s

house, repaired first to Murree, then

made a triumphant journey to Lahore.

Will Nawaz Sharif like Bhutto be arrested

before he reaches Lahore? Or will his rev-

olution succeed where Bhutto’s revolt

against Gen Ziaul Haq failed?

From Dawn

Supporters escort the vehicle carrying ousted prime minister Nawaz Sharif during a rally

in Islamabad on August 9. AFP
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