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Dear Readers, we have given here the November month important Current affairs news for the Banking 

and other Competitve Examination.  

For Free Online Mock Test and E-Books Visit: estore.ibpsguide.com 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
2 

 

 

IMPORTANT DAYS 

Date Day Theme 

1st November World Vegan Day  

4thNovember Guru Nanak Jayanti   

5th November World Tsunami Awareness Day Reduce the number of affected people 

8thNovember World Radiology Day Emergency Radiology 

9thNovember 

Uttarakhand celebrates its 17th 

formation day 
 

World Quality Day Everyday Leadership 

Legal Service Day  

10thNovember 
World Science Day for Peace and 

development 
Science for Global Understanding 

11thNovember National Education Day  

12thNovember 
Public Service Broadcasting Day  

World Pneumonia Day Stop Pneumonia 

13thNovember World Kindness Day  

14thNovember 
World Diabetes Day our right to a healthy future 

International Children’s Day  

15thNovember Jharkhand Statehood Day Momentum Jharkhand 

16thNovember 

National Press Day  

International Day for Tolerance  

World Philosophy Day  

17thNovember International Students Day  

19thNovember 

National Integration Day  

International Men's Day Celebrate Men and Boys 

World Toilet Day Wastewater 

 

20thNovember 

The Welfare of Minorities Day  

Universal Children's Day Stop violence against Children 

Africa Industrialization Day 
A Pre-Condition for an Effective and Sustainable 

Continental Free Trade Area (CFTA) 

21stNovember 
World Television Day  

World Fisheries day 2022 Ka Hai Sapna.Kisan Ki Aay Ho Dugna–Sankalp Se Siddhi 

25thNovember 
International Day for the Elimination of 

Violence against Women 

Leave no one behind: end violence against women and 

girls 

26thNovember 
National Constitution Day  

National Milk Day  
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29thNovember 
International Day of Solidarity with the 

Palestinian People 
 

STATE WISE NATIONAL NEWS 

Andhra Pradesh 

Capital: Hyderabad, Amaravati; Chief Minister: N. Chandrababu Naidu; Governor: E.S Lakshmi Narasimhan 

Andhra Pradesh's Araku Valley to host Hot Air Balloon Festival: 

 The Araku valley near Visakhapatnam in Andhra Pradesh is all set to host the first edition of its Hot Air 

Balloon Festival. The three-day-long event will see participation from the US, Switzerland, Japan, Malaysia 

and Taiwan, among the 13 participating countries.  

 The Hot Air Balloon festival is being organsied to promote tourism. Known for its coffee plantations, rich 

cultural heritage and stunning waterfalls, Araku valley is a known destination on the country's tourist map. 

Kamal Haasan, Rajini to get Andra Pradesh government’s NTR National Film Award: 

 Superstars Kamal Haasan and Rajinikanth have been chosen by the Andhra Pradesh government for the 

prestigious NTR National Film Award for the years 2014 and 2016 respectively. Ace director K. 

RaghavendraRao will receive the same award for 2015. 

 “Baahubali” director S.S. Rajamouli has been chosen for the B.N. Reddy National Film Award for the year 

2014 while prominent Telugu film directors, TrivikramSrinivas and BoyapatiSrinivas will get the award for 

2015 and 2016. 

 Megastar and RajyaSabha member K. Chiranjeevi and former Union Minister U. KrishnamRaju will be 

bestowed with the RaghupatiVenkaiah Award. 

International air cargo complex opened in Visakhapatnam airport: 

 Union Civil Aviation Minister P Ashok GajapatiRaju inaugurated the new international air cargo complex at 

the Visakhapatnam airport. 

 The State government has given land for extension of runways at Vijayawada and Rajahmundry to facilitate 

the landing of bigger aircraft. 

 The facilities at the Visakhapatnam airport will be improved and the new airport at Bhogapuram in 

Vizianagaram district will also cater to the needs of the city. 

 The new air cargo facility has 674.64 sq metres of space, including 120.06 sq metres open space containing 

all essential facilities. 

Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu inaugurates Real Time Governance centre in Andra Pradesh: 

 Andhra Pradesh Chief Minister N Chandrababu Naidu inaugurated Asia’s Number One command control 

room, Real Time Governance (RTG) in the Secretariat complex. 

 The innovative experiment would help for proper planning to increase happiness of people using technology.  

The centre would help to interact with any officials and monitor the situation by sitting at the data centre.  It 

would also fix responsibility among officials. 

 As majority of the departments and files were computerized, the centre would help to monitor the 

administration. 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
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 15 programmes aimed for family happiness could be monitored from the data centre. 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi flags off Hyderabad Metro Rail: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi dedicated to the nation Hyderabad Metro Rail.  He unveiled a pylon at Miyapur 

metro railway station on the outskirts of Hyderabad to mark the formal inauguration of the first phase of 

Hyderabad Metro from Miyapur to Nagole 

 The first phase of the metro stretches 30-km in distance, a record in itself, and covers a total of 24 stations, 

including town hubs like Secunderabad. 

 After unveiling the pylon, Mr. Modi travelled by metro train up to Kukatpalli metro station. Telangana Chief 

Minister K Chandrashekhar Rao and Governor ESL Narasimhan accompanied the Prime Minister in the 

metro ride. 

 The Prime Minister also witnessed an audio visual presentation on metro and releases a mobile app named 

Metro Sawari on the occasion. 

 “This will be the longest stretch for any metro in our country being unveiled on day one” 

 

Arunachal Pradesh 

Capital: Guwahati (Judiciary), Itanagar; Chief Minister: Pema Khandu; Governor: B.D. Mishra 

Arunachal Pradesh government honours singer Bhupen Hazarika with a 10-foot statue: 

 The Arunachal Pradesh government has erected a statue of legendary music composer and singer Bhupen 

Hazarika at Bolung village in Dibang Valley district of the State. The ten-foot bronze statue, sculpted by Biren 

Singh of Guwahati, was erected in the village this year. It would be formally unveiled in the early part of 2018. 

“The State government had allocated Rs. 30 lakh for the statue in 2015 as a tribute to the legendary singer. 

 

Assam 

Capital – Dispur; CM – Sarbananda Sonowal; Governor – Jagdish Mukhi 

Assam CM rolled out 647 schemes for development of the world's largest river island Majuli: 

 Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal rolled out 647 schemes entailing an investment of Rs 24.57 

crore for development of the world's largest river island Majuli. Out of these, 448 schemes under MGNREGA 

involved Rs 21.90 crore and 199 schemes under 14th Finance Commission have an outlay of Rs 2.67 crore, 

it added. 

Centre deploys 50 additional companies of para military forces to Assam: 

 The Centre has deployed 50 additional companies of para military forces to Assam. 

 The Assam government has requested the Centre to depute additional forces in the state to maintain law and 

order situation ahead of publication of draft of the National Register of Citizens, NRC. 

 Initially the draft is to be published by 31st December of this year however it may be delayed till July next 

year. 

 NRC is being updated under the supervision of the Supreme Court to detect illegal citizens staying in Assam. 

Useful Info: 

Majuli is a river island in the Brahmaputra River, Assam. 
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BIHAR 

Capital – Patna; CM – Nitish Kumar; Governor - Satya Pal Malik 

President of India to launches Bihar Krishi road map 2017- 2022: 

 The President said that this was the best time to introduce the new ‘Agricultural Road Map‘ in the interests of 

farmers. 

 The 2017 road map is the third. It provides comprehensive and coordinated plans for the development of 

agriculture. All concerned Departments have been directed to design their policies keeping the welfare of 

farmers in mind. 

 The President expressed confidence that the 3rd ‘Agricultural Road Map’ released will further energize the 

agricultural sector’s performance in Bihar and empower the farming community. 

Useful Info: 

14th President of India: Ram Nath Kovind (Also the former Governor of Bihar before becoming the President of 

India) 

 

CHHATTISGARH 

Capital – Raipur; CM – Raman Singh; Governor – Balram DassTandon 

Petroleum Minister to dedicate to nation Paradip- Raipur- Ranchi pipeline in Chhattisgarh's Korba: 

 Union Petroleum Minister Dharmendra Pradhan dedicated to the nation one thousand and seventy three 

kilometers long Paradip- Raipur- Ranchi pipeline in Chhattisgarh's Korba. 

 Mr. Pradhan along with Chief Minister Dr Raman Singh will also inaugurate Korba and Raipur oil terminals 

and will lay the foundation stone of LPG Bottling plant in Korba. 

 The 2800 crores pipeline project is expected to assure efficient and uninterrupted supply of petroleum 

products to large portions of Chhattisgarh, Odisha and Jharkhand. 

 The Indian Oil Corporation's pipeline project will aid in safe, reliable and environment friendly transportation 

of petroleum products. 

 

NEW DELHI 

Chief Minister – Arvind Kejriwal; Governor - Anil Baijal 

Delhi to Host 9th Global Green Film Fest 

 The ninth edition of CMS Vatavaran - an international film festival on environment and wildlife - has begun in 

New Delhi. It will showcase 113 films, including four from Kashmir, one of the most ecologically sensitive 

zones facing the threat of global warming. The theme of the fest is "Conservation 4 Water".  

 The festival aims to create awareness and sensitize people through films and discussions regarding water 

conservation and the inter-connectedness of climate change and water. 

Useful Info 
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The event is supported and partnered by Ministry of Environment Forest and Climate Change, National 

Geographic, UNESCO, UNDP and WWF. 

Odd-even scheme to be enforced for five days in New Delhi from Nov 13: 

 The odd-even car rationing scheme will be enforced in New Delhi for a five-day period from 13th to 17th of 

November from 8 AM to 8 PM.The scheme was decided to be implemented as air pollution levels spiked in 

the national capital region. 

 Under the policy, odd-numbered cars are allowed to run on odd dates while even-numbered cars can only 

run on even dates.In 2016, the scheme was enforced twice, from 1st to 15th January and 15th to 30th April. 

Second island development agency meeting: 

 The second meeting of Island Development Agency (IDA) was held in New Delhi. It was chaired by Rajnath 

Singh.  

 It reviewed concept development plans and detailed master plans for holistic development of 9 islands. 

These 9 islands include four in Andaman & Nicobar Islands (Smith, Ross, Long, Avis) and five in 

Lakshadweep (Minicoy, Bangaram, Thinnakara, Cheriyam, Suheli) 

Govt forms 7-member panel to reduce pollution in Delhi-NCR: 

 The Environment Ministry formed a seven-member committee, in order to proceed short and long-term plans 

to solve the problem of air pollution in the Delhi-NCR region. 

 The committee will include the secretary, department of science & technology, secretary, department of 

biotechnology, the additional secretary of the Niti Aayog, and chief secretary of Delhi, the chairman, Central 

Pollution Control Board and a representative of Vidhi Centre for Legal Policy. The Committee will be headed 

by Environment Secretary. 

Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata to get more airports: 

 Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai and Kolkata are set to get second airports soon to accommodate the growing 

passenger traffic. While the Centre’s plans for the New Delhi and Mumbai airports are on in full swing, the 

Civil Aviation Ministry has written to the Tamil Nadu and West Bengal governments to suggest plots where 

the alternate airports can be built. 

Bike ambulances to be introduced in Delhi from January: 

 From January, bike ambulance facilities would be introduced on a pilot basis in three of Delhi's 11 districts– 

East, North-east, and Shahdara. The facility of "First Responder Bike Ambulance" will be introduced, to 

tackle the congested roads during peak traffic hours, in three districts of Delhi from January next year. 

Delhi government says will roll out 2,000 new CNG buses within a year: 

 The Delhi government announced that it will roll out 2,000 new standard non-AC CNG buses within the next 

one year. 

 The transport department has been directed to complete the rollout of these buses within 10 months. 

 The move comes in a bid to increase public transport facilities and augment Delhi's fleet of buses. It will also 

tackle the menace of the critical problem of air pollution 

 1,000 buses each would be procured for DTC and Cluster scheme 

Delhi government announced Free coaching scheme for SC, ST students: 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
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 Free coaching for competitive exams and an app to apply for loans for students of the Scheduled Castes, 

Scheduled Tribes, Other Backward Castes and minority communities are two initiatives likely to be launched 

by the Delhi government on December 6.  

 Delhi government would be launching the two initiatives meant for the welfare of students of SC, ST, OBC and 

minority communities at an event at Chhatrasal Stadium on December 6 

 

GOA 

Capital – Panaji; CM – Manohar Parrikar; Governor – Mridula Sinha 

Nobel Prize Series — India 2018 (Science Impacts Life) to be held February 2018 in Goa 

 The Goa government signed a trilateral MoU with the Department of Bio-Technology, Ministry of Science and 

Technology, Government of India (GoI) and Nobel Media, Sweden to hold the ‘Nobel Prize Series — India 

2018 (Science Impacts Life)’ to be held from February 1-28, 2018 in Goa along with a month-long exhibition 

brought from Nobel Museum, Sweden. 

IFFI sets up Bioscope Village to allow non-delegates to watch films: 

 The International Film Festival of India (IFFI), which will begin next week at Panaji in Goa, will have Bioscope 

Village this year.   

 It is being set up as part of the IFFI Next Gen side bar program aimed at involving greater participation from 

the local Goan audience.   

 The Village is a concept based on the theme New Age Cinema for allowing non-delegates to watch films at 

the IFFI. 

 The theme for the short film festival is ‘IFFI as never seen before’.  

World's 1st Sanskrit 3D film screened at IFFI 2017 in Goa: 

 'Anurakthi', the world's first Sanskrit 3D film was screened at the International Film Festival of India (IFFI) 2017 

in Goa.  

 The film was directed by Asokan PK, the film revolves around the ancient theatrical tradition of Koodiyattam in 

Kerala.  

 The film, which was shot on a budget of around Rs.28 lakh, is expected to have its commercial release in 

February 2018. 

GUJARAT 

Capital – Gandhinagar; CM – Vijay Rupani; Governor - Om Prakash Kohli 

Gujarat has recorded most deaths due to malnutrition in 2016: 

 Gujarat has recorded most deaths due to malnutrition – child and maternal – in 2016, a study has claimed. 

 The other factors are dietary risk and air pollution. The study also reveals a very high percentage of deaths 

among children in the age group of 0-14 years in 2016. 

 In Gujarat, as many as 10.6 per cent deaths in 2016 were in the age group of 0-14. It is worse than 

Maharashtra, which is at 6 per cent, and even Orissa at 9 per cent. 

 

HARYANA 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
8 

Capital – Chandigarh; CM – Manohar Lal Khattar;  Governor - Kaptan Singh Solanki 

Haryana Announces Lifetime Pensions for 'Hindi Satyagrahis': 

 The state government of Haryana has announced lifetime monthly pension of Rs 10,000 for 'Hindi 

Satyagrahis' and those from the state who were jailed during the Emergency. The state government also 

announced that it would be providing enhanced financial assistance to World War-II veterans and their 

widows. Vice President M Venkaiah Naidu was the Chief Guest for the occasion. 

Haryana government has signed initial pacts worth Rs. 2,069 crore at with 44 agro-based: 

 The Haryana government has signed initial pacts worth Rs. 2,069 crore with 44 agro-based and food 

processing enterprises and establishments that will provide employment to 5,012 persons. The MoUs were 

signed in the presence of State Chief Minister Manohar Lal Khattar at the Haryana Session on the second 

day of the three-day World Food India organised in the national capital. 

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurates International Gita Mahotsav in Haryana: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the International Gita Mahotsav at Kurukshetra in Haryana. 

 The Mahotsav will conclude on 3rd of next month and have various events including Gita Yagya, Gita path 

and international seminar on Shri Mad Bhagwad Gita Sant Sammelan. 

 Mauritius is participating in Mahotsav as partner country and Uttar Pradesh as partner state. 

 

HIMACHAL PRADESH 

Capital – Shimla; CM – Virbhadra Singh; Governor – Acharya Dev Vrat 

Himachal Pradesh to use EVMs with VVPAT machines on all booths during assembly elections: 

 Himachal Pradesh will be the first state to use EVMs with VVPAT machines on all booths during assembly 

elections. The state will go to polls tomorrow in a single phase. Elaborate arrangements have been made for 

smooth conduct of polls. Additional police force has been deployed at vulnerable and critical polling stations. 

Except Jhanduta constituency in Bilaspur district, all other constituencies are likely to witness multi cornered 

contests. 

Himachal Pradesh Governor inaugurates traditional Lavi Fair at Rampur: 

 Himachal Pradesh Governor Acharya Dev vrat inaugurated the four-day traditional Lavi Fair, ending 

November 14, at Rampur, around 135 km from here.  The state is known for its rich culture, customs and 

traditions, which was evident as people celebrate all religious and traditional festivals with great enthusiasm 

and fervor.  The fairs and festivals played an important role in preserving the rich cultural heritage of the state 

and efforts should be made to preserve it and restore its old glory. 

 

JAMMU AND KASHMIR 

Capital- Srinagar (summer), Jammu (winter); CM- Mehbooba Mufti Sayeed; Governor- N. N. Vohra 

Indian Railways Launches Main Arch on World’s Highest Bridge on The river Chenab in Jammu and Kashmir's 

Reasi district: 

 The Indian Railways has launched the main arch of the world's highest bridge on the River Chenab in Jammu 

and Kashmir's Reasi district which will provide direct connectivity to the Kashmir Valley.  

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
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 The iconic bridge will soar 359 metres above the bed of the River Chenab and will be 30 metres higher than 

the iconic Eiffel Tower in Paris.  

 The iconic bridge is being constructed on River Chenab on the Katra-Banihal section as part of the flagship 

Udhampur-Srinagar-Baramulla Rail Link (USBRL) Project. 

 

JHARKHAND 

Capital – Ranchi; CM – Raghubar Das; Governor – Draupadi Murmu 

President Ram Nath Kovind launched schemes worth Rs 3,455 crore in Jharkhand: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind launched various schemes entailing total expenditure of Rs 3,455 crore in 

Jharkhand to coincide with the state's 17th Foundation Day. 

 Kovind launched the Rs 636-crore 'Mukhyamantri Health Insurance Scheme' under which 57 lakh of the 68 

lakh families in the state will benefit. Beneficiaries will get treatment costing Rs 2 lakh under the scheme. 

 The President also kicked off the Rs 290-crore '108 Ambulance' service in the state. 

 The President launched JOHAR (Jharkhand's Opportunities for Harnessing Rural Development) schemes 

entailing expenditure of Rs 1,500 crore to help tribal and Dalit families double their incomes in four years. 

 

KARNATAKA 

Capital – Bangalore; Chief Minister – Siddaramaiah; Governor – Vajubhai Rudabhai Vala 

Hospitals in Karnataka will soon e-register deaths medically: 

 In the next two to three months, all hospitals in Karnataka are likely to have an e-mortality (e-mor) software to 

help medically register deaths.  

 The software developed by the National Centre for Disease Informatics (NCDI), which is headquartered in 

Bengaluru, will help identify the underlying cause of death.  

 A pilot test was done in Kidwai Memorial Institute of Oncology and Vydehi Hospital recently. This software 

includes a data entry feature with in-built quality checks, search and export features. Hospitals can use the 

free software that includes a training tool, support and customisation. 

Indian Chef Vikas Khanna to open India's first culinary museum in Karnataka: 

 Indian Chef Vikas Khanna will launch India's first living culinary museum at his alma mater, Karnataka's 

Manipal University.  

 The Rs.26-crore venture, which would formally open in April 2018, is aimed at preserving India's rich culinary 

heritage. The living museum will keep on adding to its collection over the years and is expected to eventually 

display 10,000 objects. 

Bangalore to soon have helipads for medical emergencies: 

 Bangalore city will soon have helipads to help common people during medical emergencies. The state 

government consider to making helipads across the eight zones of the city for medical emergencies of 

common people. It's in a primary stage and will take opinion of all then decide.  

 The proposal is expected to be presented in the Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike (BBMP) soon. 

Bangalore to get a single helpline for all civic issues: 
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 The Karnataka government is planning to launch a single complaint cell for all civic and transport agencies 

including Bruhat Bengaluru Mahanagara Palike and Bangalore Metropolitan Transport Corporation. 

 The government has proposed bringing the complaint cells of all civic and transport agencies under a 

common umbrella with the aim to streamline redressal of public grievances. 

 As part of this, a common portal as well as a four-digit complaint number, are proposed to be in place by 

January. The complaint cells of various agencies like BWSSB, BDA, BMRCL, BBMP, BESCOM and BMTC 

will be brought on a common platform. 

Karnataka government clears bill for CCTV installation across Bangalore: 

 The Karnataka government has cleared the Karnataka Public Safety (Measures) Enforcement Bill, which 

makes it mandatory to install surveillance systems at places with large gathering in Bengaluru. 

 Commercial establishments and public places in the city will have to compulsorily install CCTV surveillance 

systems within three months in order to help the administration crack down on crime. 

 

KERALA 

Capital – Thiruvananthapuram; Chief Minister – Pinarayi Vijayan; Governor – P.Sathasivam 

Kerala launched “She Pad” scheme for school girls: 

 Kerala government has launched “SHE PAD” a scheme to distribute free sanitary napkins to female 

students from classes VI to XII in government as well as aided private schools. “She Pad” scheme aims to 

raise awareness about the need for menstrual hygiene and break the taboo around the subject. 

 This is the first time that a State Government is providing sanitary napkins to school students. 

 The SHE PAD scheme will be implemented in 300 schools in 114 panchayats by the Kerala Women 

Development Corporation with the support of local self-governing bodies in this academic year. 

 

LAKSHADWEEP 

Capital – Kavaratti; Lt. Governor & Administrator – Farooq Khan 

Lakshadweep get new airport: 

 The Island Development Agency (IDA) decided to develop an airport at Minicoy Island in an effort to unlock 

the potential of tourism and the tuna fishing industry in Lakshadweep. The decision was taken at the second 

meeting of the IDA, chaired by Union home minister Rajnath Singh.  

 The naval air station at Shibpur near Diglipur in the northern Andaman and Nicobar Islands would be “co-

used as a joint-user airport”. 

MADHYA PRADESH 

Capital – Bhopal; Chief Minister – Shivraj Singh Chouhan; Governor - Om Prakash Kohli 

Madhya Pradesh Cabinet approves death penalty for raping girls aged below 12: 

 The Madhya Pradesh Cabinet has approved a resolution to award death sentence to rape convicts in cases 

where the victims are girls aged 12 years and below. 

 The resolution that awards death sentence to gang rape convicts has also been passed. 
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 The state Cabinet has also approved a constitutional amendment to increase the fine and punishment for 

rape convicts. 

President Ram Nath Kovind two day visit to Madhya Pradesh:- 

 President Ram Nath Kovind arrived Bhopal for two-day visit to Madhya Pradesh. This was his first visit to the 

state after becoming President. 

 President attended the Kabirpragatotsav programme organized at Lal Parade Ground. On that occasion, Mr 

Kovind releases a book on the 15th century mystic poet which is published by the state government's culture 

department. 

MAHARASHTRA 

Capital – Mumbai; CM – Devendra Fadnavis; Governor – Chennamaneni Vidyasagar Rao 

Maharashtra Govt Adds 18m to Shivaji statue, to be World’s Tallest at 210m: 

 The 210-metre-high statue of Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj has received environmental clearance, making it 

the world’s tallest statue, once built. 

  The Maharashtra government plans to build it in the sea off the Mumbai coast. The Maharashtra Coastal 

Zone Management Authority (MCZMA) approved the government’s application to increase the height from 

the earlier proposed 192 metres. Currently, the Spring Temple Buddha statue, which stands at 208 metres in 

China, is the world’s tallest statue. 

Maharashtra extends scholarships to economically backward students: 

 Maharashtra government has decided that scholarships reserved for Other Backward Classes (OBC) 

students will be extended to students belonging to Economically Backward Classes (EBC) including the 

Maratha community. In a government resolution, the state also increased the annual income limit for availing 

the scholarships from Rs.2.5 lakh to Rs.6 lakh. The move is expected to cost the state Rs.800 crore. 

Supreme Court directs Maharashtra government to pay Rs.100 crore to restore two rivers: 

 The Supreme Court in a landmark order asked the Maharashtra government to pay Rs 100 crore for 

protection and restoration of two rivers in the Thane district of the state. 

 This is possibly the first time when a state government has been asked to pay a huge amount to plug 

pollution in rivers, namely Ulhas and Waldhuni. 

 The Supreme Court made the chief secretary of Maharashtra give an undertaking that Rs 100 crore will be 

disbursed for the restoration of the Ulhas and Waldhuni rivers. 

 According to the undertaking, the amount will be released in two phases--Rs 50 crore within a month, the 

remaining Rs 50 crore in the next month. 

Maharashtra bans plastic water bottles at government offices, hotels: 

 The Maharashtra government, in a bid to become plastic-free state from March 2018, has banned packaged 

water bottles in Mantralaya and other government offices. 

 Plastic bottles of mineral water have also been banned at hotels and the regulation will soon be imposed on 

restaurants. 
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 Following the golden rule – charity begins at home – the government first imposed the ban on packaged 

drinking water bottles at Mantralaya and other government offices where water is served in PET plastic 

bottles. 

Mumbai metro launches QR-based mobile ticketing facility: 

 Mumbai Metro has launched a mobile ticketing facility called Skiiip Q in association with digital payments 

player Paytm, that will help commuters book their tickets even from outside the metro stations. 

 Instead of using tokens or smart cards, commuters can travel using the QR code generated by mobile app on 

automated fare collection gates of the 11.4-km Versova-Andheri-Ghatkopar metro line. 

 The facility is available on the Paytm App and app of technology partner Ridlr and will soon be introduced on 

the Mumbai Metro App. 

 The tokens and smart cards will continue to be available at ticketing windows with the added option available. 

Maharashtra FM announces setting up of Gender Budget Cell for better implementation of various schemes: 

 Maharashtra Finance Minister Sudhir Mungantiwar has announced setting up of a Gender Budget Cell for 

better implementation of various schemes of the Women and Child Development (WCD) by other 

government departments. 

 Mr.Mungantiwar stated that the Budget Cell will be responsible for coordination between various departments 

for effective implementation of the schemes. 

 Inter-departmental committees will be set up among the concerned departments. 

 A nodal officer will be appointed in each administrative department to monitor the implementation of the 

schemes of WCD. 

Maharashtra government issues guidelines to notify silence zones: 

 The Maharashtra state government issued guidelines for notifying silence zones across the state following an 

amendment in noise pollution rules in August. 

 It was necessary to issue the guidelines for notifying silence zones and appoint a competent authority for it 

after the August 10 amendment in the Noise Pollution (Regulation and Control) Rules, 2000. 

 The amendment says silence zones —earlier observed around 100 metres of hospitals, educational 

institutes, courts and religious places —will no longer be silence zones unless notified by the government. 

 Government notify the zones in four categories —industrial, commercial, residential and silence zones. 

Government have prescribed decibel limits for each category 

Maharashtra government to implement Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana: 

 The Maharashtra government has decided to implement Pradhan Mantri Matru Vandana Yojana, a maternity 

benefit programme introduced by the centre to bring down maternal and infant mortality rate by providing 

cash of Rs 5,000 to pregnant women. 

 The decision taken by the state cabinet is likely to befit about eight lakh women this year. 

 The scheme provides monetary benefits to women for wage-loss owing to childbirth, childcare, safe delivery 

and good nutrition during pregnancy. 

 “The benefits of the scheme will be available to women registered at the government hospitals for pregnancy. 
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 The monetary help will be given in three phases. However, those on paid maternal leave will not be eligible 

for the scheme. 

 The state government has made provision of Rs140 crore, as part of its 40% share. The rest of the expenses 

will be borne by the Centre 

Maharashtra government to launch portal for information on medical tourism: 

 The Maharashtra government is planning to launch a website on medical tourism in the state and provide 

necessary information about treatments and costs to foreign patients. 

 The website, which is expected to serve as a single window for information, is likely to be functional in a 

month’s time. 

 The portal will provide details of various services related to medical tourism as well as other important 

information, like the administrative procedures to be followed for procuring visa and the documents required. 

 The representatives from private and charitable hospitals were earlier invited by the health department for a 

discussion regarding the portal. 

Maharashtra Chief Minister Fadnavis, Tendulkar lay foundation stone of healthcare centre for children: 

 Maharashtra Chief Minister DevendraFadnavis and cricket icon Sachin Tendulkar laid the foundation stone of 

a healthcare centre for children in Mumbai. 

 The Sri SathyaSaiSanjeevani Centre for Child Health Care and Training in Paediatric Heart Care Skill would 

be operational in a year's time in Kharghar. 

Walmart India launched its first fulfillment centre in Mumbai, Maharashtra: 

 Walmart India launched its first fulfillment centre in Mumbai.  

 The fulfillment centre is a new format of its cash-and-carry store model that will focus exclusively on FMCG 

products and staples and will not stock fresh food or electronics. 

 The company has also planned another fulfillment centre in Lucknow. 

 

MEGHALAYA 

Capital:  Shillong; CM: Mukulsangma; Governor: Ganga Prasad Ganga 

Meghalaya high court cancels 2005 act:- 

 Meghalaya High Court has cancelled a 2005 Act for appointment of parliamentary secretaries in the state. 

The judgement by a division bench of Chief Justice Dinesh Maheshwari and Justice Ved Prakash Vaish 

came on a PIL challenging the appointment of Parliamentary Secretaries in the state. 

 

ODISHA 

Capital – Bhubaneshwar; CM – Naveen Patnaik; Governor – S C Jamir 

Annual ‘Balijatra’ festival begins in Odisha on the banks of river Mahanadi: 

 The annual ‘Balijatra’ festival was inaugurated by Health and Law Minister Pratap Jena at Gadagadiaghat in 

Odisha on the banks of river Mahanadi. The week-long famous fair on an area of 30 acres on the river bank 

will continue till November 10. It got the nod from east zone bench of National Green Tribunal for the second 

time this year. 
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Centre suggests Odisha to enhance PMGSY target to 10,000 kms: 

 The Centre has suggested the Odisha government to enhance its rural road construction target under the 

Pradhan Mantri Gram Sadak Yojana, to 10 thousand km from 7 thousand kilometres during the current fiscal. 

 Union Secretary to Rural Development Minister AmarjitSinha made the suggestions to the state after 

attending a high-level review meeting. 

 Though the state government had earlier set a target to construct 7 thousand km roads during this fiscal, Mr. 

Sinha stated that the target should be revised in the wake of good progress in the implementation of the 

PMGSY. 

Odisha announces scheme to boost fresh water aquaculture: 

 Odisha government launched a scheme to boost fish production in the state with a budgetary provision of 96 

crore rupees. 

 The 'Fish Pond Yojana' scheme was launched by Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik. 

 He made the comments while inaugurating a workshop on 'Doubling of Farmer Income through Dairy and 

Allied Farming Practices' in Bhubaneshwar. 

 The scheme aims to create additional 2,200 hectares of fresh water aquaculture farming with 50 per cent 

financial assistance to farmers. 

 The chief minister also inaugurated an animal ambulance service in Berhampur and Cuttack urban areas to 

provide emergency assistance to sick and injured animals. 

 

PUNJAB 

Capital – Chandigarh; Chief Minister – Amarinder Singh; Governor - Kaptan Singh Solanki 

Punjab to organise Military Literature Festival: 

 The Punjab government has announced that it will organise a Military Literature Festival in Chandigarh from 

December 7-9. The event aims to bring together Indian and foreign defence analysts and showcase the 

capabilities of the Army, the Navy and the Air Force. Further, seminars will be held on India's defence 

literature, art, music, photography, among others. 

 

RAJASTHAN 

Capital – Jaipur; Chief Minister – Vasundhara Raje; Governor - Kalyan Singh 

Jaipur to get Sculpture Park at Nahargarh Fort: 

 The Madhavendra Palace at Nahargarh Fort in Jaipur will open a sculpture park with artworks by leading 

artists in December. 

 There will be several outreach and education programmes with fashion shows and music. 

 Preparations for the project began around seven months ago, and involved in-depth research of the palace to 

ensure there was no damage. 

 

TAMIL NADU 

Capital – Chennai; CM – Edappadi Palanisamy; Governor – Banwarilal Purohit 
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Sri Ranganathaswamy Temple of Srirangam in Tamil Nadu won UNESCO Asia Pacific Award of Merit 2017 

 The Sri Ranganatha swamy Temple of Srirangam in Tamil Nadu won UNESCO Asia Pacific Award of Merit 

2017 for the cultural heritage conservation program. It is first temple from Tamil Nadu to win the prize from 

the UN body. The two key parameters that made the temple most eligible to win the award are its traditional 

method of renovating temple premises as well as re-establishment of rainwater harvesting and historic 

drainage system in preventing flooding. 

India's first wave-powered navigational buoy launched in Chennai: 

 A wave-powered navigational buoy, developed by the National Institute of Ocean Technology (NIOT), to 

guide ships in and out of ports, was launched in Chennai.  

 The buoy, deployed at EnnoreKamarajar Port here, will help ships, moving in and out of the harbour, 

navigate through a designated channel. According to the NIOT, the buoy's beacon, for guiding ships, is 

powered by wave energy while conventional ones use solar power.  

 The buoy was launched by Secretary, Ministry of Earth Sciences M Rajeevan on the eve of the 33rd 

executive committee meet of International Energy Agency-Ocean Energy Systems Collaboration Programme 

(IEA-OES) and as part of a workshop 'Harnessing Energy from the Oceans - A global Scenario'. 

Tamil Nadu government starts free coaching for competitive exams like NEET: 

 Tamil Nadu Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswami launched a project to provide free coaching for Plus-Two 

students to enable them take competitive examinations, including the controversial National Eligibility- cum-

Entrance Test or NEET. 

 Billed as the first-of-its-kind initiative in the country, there will be 412 training centres across the State (one 

per panchayat union). 

 The students would also be given 30 books as part of their training. 

Draft of revised Tamil Nadu state board syllabus released: 

 Tamil Nadu chief minister Edappadi K Palaniswamy has released the draft syllabus to be followed in the state 

board schools. 

 In the National Eligibility-cum-Entrance Test, NEET conducted for medical admissions, that was made 

mandatory last year, the number of state board students who qualified were said to be very few in terms of 

their proportion, as compared to the other board students. 

 It led to the formation of the state “Curriculum Framework Committee” led by the Anna University former 

Vice-Chancellor Dr M Ananda Krishnan to redraft the syllabus. 

Union Minister Nitin Gadkari announced Rs 1-lakh-crore worth new projects for Tamil Nadu: 

 Union Road Transport, Highways and Shipping Minister Nitin Gadkari have announced one-lakh-crore 

rupees worth new projects for Tamil Nadu. 

 He reviewed various central infrastructure projects with Chief Minister Edappadi K Palaniswamy in Chennai. 

 Detailed Project Reports for three new elevated corridors in and around Chennai to ease the traffic in the 

metro city, including Tambaram - Chengleput, Poonamallee - Maduravoyal and Chennai - Nellore are being 

prepared. 

IIT-Madras placed 264th in world ranking: 
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 The Quacquarelli Symonds (QS) World University Rankings 2018 has placed the Indian Institute of 

Technology-Madras at the 264th rank among world universities. 

 Known for its electrical engineering programme, it is placed among the 51-100 rank band for the subject and 

18th in the BRICS (Brazil, Russia, India, China and South Africa) ranking. 

 Anna University is placed 85th among BRICS countries. Reputed for its chemical engineering programme, 

the university is ranked in the 201-250 band among the BRICS countries. 

 Among world universities, it is placed in the 651 to 700 rank band for citation per faculty of research papers. 

 The Tamil Nadu Agricultural University is ranked 105th and the Madras University is placed in the 171-180 

band among BRICS countries. 

 The ranking organisation has placed the Indian Institute of Science Bengaluru at the 190th rank among world 

institutions. 

Tamil Nadu tops in organ donation: 

 National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation presents award in New Delhi for the third time in a row, 

the Tamil Nadu state had bagged the first place in organ transplantation in the country. 

 The award was presented by the National Organ and Tissue Transplant Organisation in New Delhi. 

 The State has so far received 5,933 organs from 1,056 donors since the launch of the transplant programme. 

Useful Info 

UNESCO headquarters - Paris, France 

Present Director-General of UNESCO - Irina Bokova 

 

TELANGANA 

Capital – Hyderabad; Chief Minister - K. Chandrashekar Rao; Governor – E. S. L. Narasimhan 

Telangana government declares Urdu as second official language: 

 Telangana Chief Minister K Chandrashekar Rao declared Urdu as the state's second official language. Every 

office in the state will now have an Urdu speaking officer. The people in Tealangana demand to make Urdu a 

second language had been there for a long time. 

Telangana to have 24*7 power supply for all consumers by January 2018: 

 Telangana CM K Chandrashekar Rao announced that electricity will be supplied 24*7 to all sectors across 

the state from January 1, 2018, "as a new year gift". 

 This comes after the state provided 24*7 uninterrupted power supply to agriculture sector for six days on an 

experimental basis. It will be start once minor lapses are fixed. 

Patanjali to set up food processing unit in Lakkampally SEZ: 

 The Pathanjali Group headed by Acharya Balakrishna entered into a Memorandum of Understanding with the 

Government of Telangana 

 The MOU about to set up its own food processing unit at the Special Economic Zone, Lakkampally in 

Nandipetmandal in the district 

Telangana government to send 1000 officers on junket trip to Israel: 

 The Telangana state government has decided to send 1000 Telangana officers to visit Israel for a junket trip. 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
17 

 The officers will go to Israel for training in various farming techniques that can be replicated in the state. 

 The officers will study micro-irrigation techniques and will receive training regarding crops that will benefit the 

state and ensure high productivity. 

 The state government will also later send farmers to the foreign country in order to learn farming. 

Telangana government announces waiver of all pending electricity dues of STs: 

 Telangana State Government has announced waiver of all pending electricity dues of the Scheduled Tribes 

to a tune of 70 crore rupees and ordered for lifting of the theft cases pending against them in the state. 

 State Chief Minister K. Chandrasekhar Rao announced this during a special meeting with ST public 

representatives held in Hyderabad. 

Telugu to be compulsory in Telangana schools from next year: 

 The Telangana government has directed all public and private schools in the state to introduce Telugu as a 

compulsory subject from the next academic session. 

 The CBSE and ICSE board authorities have reportedly not objected to the state's decision. 

 

UTTARAKHAND 

Capital – Dehradun; Chief Minister - Trivendra Singh Rawat; Governor – K K Paul 

Dinosaur like animal’s fossil found in Uttarakhand: 

 A Dinosaur-like creature's fossil was found during an excavation in Uttarakhand's Jaspur, a small city 110 km 

from Nainital. 

 The fossil's hind legs measure around 29 cm while the tail is around 5 cm long. 

 Found at an abandoned electricity department land, the authorities would be sending the remains to 

Dehradun-based Wildlife Institute of India for further investigation. 

 

UTTAR PRADESH 

Capital- Lucknow; CM- Yogi Adityanath; Governor- Shri Ram Naik 

India's first conservation reserve for blackbuck in Allahabad 

 Uttar Pradesh cabinet decided to make India's first conservation reserve for blackbuck in Allahabad's Meja. 

 Among the five major decisions taken in the cabinet meeting, the black buck conservation reserve in Meja 

Forest Division of Allahabad is seen as the most important one. 

 The decision taken for the protection of black deer will also help in wooing tourists. In addition to this, the other 

decisions taken by the UP cabinet includes developing eco-tourism in nearly two dozen places in the state. 

 

OTHER NATIONAL NEWS 

Tata Steel has established India’s largest Coke Dry Quenching (CDQ) facility 
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 Tata Steel has established India’s largest Coke Dry Quenching (CDQ) facility, capable of handling 200 metric 

tonnes per hour, at its state-of-the-art steel plant at Kalinganagar Industrial Complex in Jajpur district of 

Odisha.  

 CDQ is a heat recovery system to cool hot coke from coke ovens. It is one of the best energy-efficient and 

environment-friendly facilities in steel production where hot coke removed from coke ovens at a temperature 

of around 1,000 degree Celsius is cooled and kept dry with the inert gas. 

Useful Info 

Chairman of TATA Steels – Natarajan Chandrasekaran 

Uber to remove increase pricing in Delhi during odd-even scheme: 

 Taxi-hailing firm Uber said that it will remove increasing pricing during the odd-even car rule implementation in 

Delhi. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

UBER CEO:-Dara Khosrowshahi 

UBER Headquarters:-California, US. 

India re-elected to UNESCO executive board:- 

 India has been re-elected as the member of the UNESCO's executive board, its top decision-making body.  

 The election was held at the 39th session of the General Conference of the United Nations Educational, 

Scientific and Cultural Organisation in Paris. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

UNESCO Headquarters:-Paris 

UNESCO Chairman-Irina Bokova 

Rashtriya Bal Kalyan Award presented to Super-30 founder: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind honoured Super 30 founder Anand Kumar by “Rashtriya Bal Kalyan Award”    for 

his contributions in the field of teaching and education.  

 Mr. Kumar’s Super 30 coaching institute has been providing free education, accommodation and food to 

students coming from the underprivileged section of society to crack the prestigious IIT entrance examination.  

 The award, launched by the Department of Women and Child Development, carries a citation of Rs.1 lakh.  

UPSC sets 7-day time limit to report mistakes in exam papers: 

 The Union Public Service Commission (UPSC) has fixed a seven-day time frame for candidates to report 

mistakes or discrepancies in questions asked in the various examinations conducted by it. 

 Thousands of students appear in various recruitment examinations conducted by the Commission. These 

include the civil services examination to select IAS and IPS officers among others. 

 “For each examination, a time frame of 7 days (a week) i.e. from the next day of the examination date to 6 PM 

of the seventh day is fixed for the candidates to make representations to the Commission on the questions 

asked in the papers of that examination 

USEFUL INFO 

UPSC Headquarters New Delhi 

UPSC Chairman David R. Syiemlieh 
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Kharagpur station to have Asia’s largest interlocking system: 

 The Indian Railways will introduce Asia's largest Solid State Interlocking (SSI) system in Kharagpur, which will 

aid in setting 800 train routes and ruling out collisions caused by cross movements.  

 The Rs.39-crore project will replace the Route Relay Interlocking (RRI) system, through which operators were 

able to set only 423 routes.  

 The South Eastern Railway (SER) will start installing a cutting-edge solid state interlocking system (SSI) at 

Kharagpur that will enable workers to set 800 different routes for trains in a matter of minutes.  

USEFUL INFO 

Indian Railway Board Chairman Ashwani Lohani 

Oxford launches first-ever Hindi word of the year: 

 Oxford Dictionaries will have a Hindi word of the year for 2017.  

 It will be a word or expression that has attracted a great deal of interest this year.  The chosen word should 

reflect the ethos, mood, or preoccupations of the year.  

 It does not necessarily have to be a new word, but should be one that is strongly linked somehow to 2017. 

The word of the year will be announced in January 2018.  

 The panel includes writer-publisher NamitaGokhle, Indian language expert KritikaAgrawal, journalist 

SaurabhDwivedi, senior editorial manager at OUP India MalikaGhosh, and Ranchi University associate 

professor Poonam Nigam Sahay. 

Indian Oil opens India's first electric vehicle charging station in Nagpur: 

 State-owned Indian Oil Corporation (IOC) launched nation's first electric vehicle charging station at a petrol 

pump in Nagpur.  

 IOC, in collaboration with Ola, launched the country's first electric charging station at one of its petrol-diesel 

stations in Nagpur.  

 Nagpur, being the first city to introduce Electric Public Transportation Model in India, has added one more 

feather to its cap by adding the first electric charging station at IOC's petrol pump in Nagpur.  

USEFUL INFO 

Indian Oil Corporation Headquarters New Delhi 

Indian Oil Corporation Chairman Sanjiv Singh 

Facebook launches digital start-up training hubs in India: 

 Facebook introduced its digital training and start-up training hubs in India aimed at helping small businesses 

and people grow by giving them the digital skills they need to compete in today’s digital economy.  

 Facebook plans to train more than half a million people in the country by 2020 through these online training 

hubs, which are being rolled out first in India. 

15th MIFF for Documentary, Short, Animation Film to begin on 28th January: 

 The 15th Mumbai International Film Festival (MIFF) for Documentary, Short and Animation Film will be 

organised from January 28 to February 3, 2018 at the Films Division premises in Mumbai.   
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 Organised by the Films Division, Information and Broadcasting ministry, the biennial event is the oldest and 

largest film festival for non-feature films in South Asia.   

 The festival has received a record 790 entries from over 30 countries.  While around 200 entries have been 

received in the international category, the national competition category has drawn around 600 entries.   

 The prize money for the Golden Conch award given to the best documentary has been doubled to Rs. 10 

lakh.   

 Golden Conch, Silver Conch and trophies with handsome cash awards are part of the competition in 

categories like best documentary, best short fiction and best animation film. 

Pass marks lowered for ICSE Class 10, ISC Class 12 Boards: 

 Council for the Indian School Certificate Examination, CISCE has reduced the pass marks criteria for ICSE or 

class 10 and ISC or Class 12 Board Examination.  

 As per the circular released on the official website cisce.org, the pass criterion for ICSE or Classes 9th and 

10th has been reduced from the present 35 percent to 33 percent.  

 Similarly, the pass percentage for Classes 11th and 12th- referring to ISC has been reduced from the current 

40 percentage points to 35 percentage points.  

 It is important to note that the pass percentage for ISC and ICSE 2018 would continue to remain the same at 

40 and 35 percent respectively.  

 The changes, as mentioned in the circular, would come into effect for the board examinations from the 

academic year 2018 - 2019 onwards. 

 

MINISTRY AFFAIRS 

 

Govt Sets up Arun Jaitley-Panel to Oversee PSU Bank Mergers: 

 The government set up a ministerial panel, led by finance minister Arun Jaitley, to consider and oversee 

mergers among the country’s 21 state-run banks.  

 Members of the panel on PSU bank consolidation include railway and coal minister Piyush Goyal, and 

defence Minister Nirmala Sitharaman. 

Useful Info 

Union Minister for Finance – Arun Jaitley 

Constituency – Gujarat, Rajya Sabha 

Pan India scholarship program for school children called Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana launched to Promote 

Philately  

 Minister of Communications Shri Manoj Sinha launched a Pan India scholarship program for school children 

called Deen Dayal SPARSH Yojana to increase the reach of Philately. 

 Under the scheme of SPARSH (Scholarship for Promotion of Aptitude & Research in Stamps as a Hobby), it 

is proposed to award annual scholarships to children of Standard VI to IX having good academic record and 

also pursuing Philately as a hobby. The amount of Scholarship will be Rs. 6000/- per annum @ Rs. 500/- per 

month. 
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Useful Info 

Minister of state (Independent charge) for Communications – Shri Manoj Sinha 

Constituency – Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh 

Philately is the hobby of collection and study of Postage stamps. 

Govt will provide 100 Indian students full scholarship:- 

 Indian government has agreed to provide 100 non-Indian students full scholarship if they study Ayurveda, 

Yoga and Naturopathy, Unani, Siddha and Homoeopathy (Ayush) in any of the public deemed universities 

across India. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

Minister for Ayush:-Sripad Naik 

Economic advisory panel for skill development and job creation:- 

 Economic advisory panel created for job creation, enhancing resource investment in the social sector, 

including for health and education, and for boosting Infrastructure financing. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

HEADED BY: Bibek Debroy, Member, NITI Aayog. 

Centre approves creation of National Testing Agency: 

 The Union Cabinet approved the creation of a National Testing Agency (NTA) to conduct entrance 

examinations for higher educational institutions. 

 Its creation will relieve the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) – which conducts exams like the 

National Eligibilty-cum-Entrance Test – and the All India Council for Technical Education of the burden of 

conducting entrance tests. 

JEE Main, NEET likely to be conducted twice a year from 2019: 

 After the Centre cleared the proposal for formation of the National Testing Agency (NTA), entrance 

examinations like JEE Main and NEET are likely to be conducted twice a year from 2019. 

 The move is aimed at relieving the Central Board of Secondary Education from its duties of conducting 

entrance examinations and instead focuses on improving the quality of higher education. 

Health Ministry was decided to change treatment strategy for tuberculosis: 

 The Health Ministry was decided to change the treatment strategy for tuberculosis, TB, patients from thrice 

weekly to daily drug regimen using fixed dose combinations, FDC, for treatment.   

 Earlier, the Ministry was providing the thrice weekly regimen for the treatment of TB.  

 This change will bring transformation in the approach and the intensity to deal with this disease which 

accounts for about 4.2 lakh deaths every year. 

USEFUL INFO 

Union Minister of Health and Family Welfare Jagat  Prakash Nadda 

Cabinet approved to create of GST anti-profiteering authority: 

 The Union Cabinet chaired by the Prime Minister Narendra Modi has given its approval for the creation of the 

posts of Chairman and Technical Members of the National Anti-profiteering Authority (NAA) under GST. 
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 This paves the way for the immediate establishment of this apex body, which is mandated to ensure that the 

benefits of the reduction in GST rates on goods or services are passed on to the ultimate consumers by way 

of a reduction in prices.   

 The establishment of the NAA, to be headed by a senior officer of the level of Secretary to the Government of 

India with four Technical Members from the Centre and/or the States, is one more measure aimed at 

reassuring consumers that Government is fully committed to take all possible steps to ensure the benefits of 

implementation of GST in terms of lower prices of the goods and services reach them. 

Government to link 1 billion Aadhaars to 1 billion accounts, 1 billion mobiles: 

 The Centre is planning to implement "1 billion-1 billion-1 billion" connectivity vision, which aims to link one 

billion Aadhaar numbers to one billion bank accounts and one billion mobiles.  

 No deadline to achieve the target has been set yet.  

 The initiative comes after Moody's Investors Service upgraded India's bond rating for the first time in 14 years. 

AYUSH Ministry holds meeting on draft National Policy of medicinal and aromatic plants: 

 Ministry of Ayush is holding a day-long meeting to finalise draft of National policy of medicinal and aromatic 

plants in New Delhi.   

 More than 80 percent medicinal plants are sourced from the forest and this area has the potential of 

generating lot of employment opportunities.   

 The requirement of modern industry is for medicinal plants which have the maximum concentration of the 

active ingredients and there is a need for scaling up R&D efforts in the sector.  

 The Ayush Minister ShripadYassoNaik also launched the voluntary certification scheme of medicinal plants 

produced. 

USEFUL INFO 

Minister of State (Independent charge) Ministry of AYUSH Shripad Yasso Naik 

Constituency North Goa 

Union Cabinet approves hike in salary for SC, HC judges: 

 The Union Cabinet approved the long-pending revision of salaries of High Court and Supreme Court judges 

and the wage policy for the 8th round of negotiations for employees in Central Public Sector Enterprises.  

 Union Law Minister Ravi Shankar Prasad stated that the Cabinet had decided to hike the salary, gratuity and 

pension of the judges of the Supreme Court and the High Courts in line with recommendations of the 7th 

Central Pay Commission. 

 The proposed increase in the salary and allowances will benefit 31 judges of the Supreme Court, including the 

Chief Justice of India, and 1079 judges of various HCs.  

Government Constitutes 6-Member Panel to Redraft Income Tax Law: 

 The government constituted a task force for redrafting the 50-year old income tax law in sync with the 

economic needs of the country.  
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 The six-member task force will have Arbind Modi, CBDT Member (Legislation) as the Convener and other 

members, including Girish Ahuja (chartered accountant), Rajiv Memani (Chairman and Regional Managing 

Partner of EY) and Mansi Kedia (Consultant, ICRIER).  

 "Accordingly, in order to review the Act and to draft a new direct tax law in consonance with economic needs 

of the country, the Government has constituted a task force, 

 The task force will submit its report to the government within six months. Chief Economic Adviser Arvind 

Subramanian will be a permanent special invitee in the task force.  

 The panel has been tasked to draft a direct tax legislation keeping in view the tax system prevalent in various 

countries, the international best practices and economic needs of the country. 

Cabinet has approved India's membership for European Bank for Reconstruction & Development: 

 Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved India's Membership for European Bank 

for Reconstruction & Development.   

 Membership of the EBRD would enhance India's international profile and promote its economic interests and 

contribute to an improved investment climate in the country.   

 It would increase the scope of cooperation between India and EBRD through co-financing opportunities in 

manufacturing, services, Information Technology, and Energy.  

 EBRD's core operations pertain to private sector development in their countries of operation. 

USEFUL INFO 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development Headquarters London, UK 

European Bank for Reconstruction and Development President Suma Chakrabarti 

  MHA to conduct Multi-State Mega Mock Tsunami Exercise 2017: 

 The Ministry of Home Affairs will conduct a multi-State mega mock exercise on tsunami preparedness.  

 The Ministry with the help of the National Disaster Management Authority, NDMA and the Indian National 

Centre for Ocean Information Services conduct the exercise simultaneously in 31 coastal districts across four 

States - West Bengal, Odisha, Andhra Pradesh and Tamil Nadu - and Union Territory Puducherry along with 

the entire East Coast.  

 The participants from 11 Pacific Island countries will observe the entire exercise to take away key lessons and 

best practices to be adopted while preparing for and responding to a disaster situation.  

 The exercise is one of the various activities planned on the occasion of the 2nd World Tsunami Awareness 

Day held on November 5 this year. 

USEFUL INFO 

Minister of Home Affairs Rajnath Singh 

Ministers of State Kiren Rijiju, Hansraj Gangaram Ahir 

Union minister KJ Alphons elected unopposed: 

 The Minister of State for Tourism KJ Alphons was elected unopposed to the Rajya Sabha seat from 

Rajasthan. The seat has been vacant since former MP M Venkaiah Naidu was elected the Vice President. 
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 Alphons Kannanthanam, an IAS officer of the 1979 batch, was recently appointed the minister of state 

(independent charge) for tourism and minister of state for electronics and information technology. 

USEFUL INFO 

13th Vice President of India VenkaiahNaidu 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley visited Singapore for 2 days: 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley visited  to Singapore for 2 days.  

 During the visit, Mr Jaitley will re-enforce close ties between India and Singapore building upon shared history, 

rooted in strong commercial, culture and people-to-people links.   

 Mr Jaitley met the Prime Minister of Singapore, Lee Hsien Loong, Deputy Prime Minister Tharman 

Shanmugaratnam and Finance Minister Heng Swee Keat.  

 He also visited the Singapore Expo and delivers the Keynote Address at the Singapore Fintech Festival, a 

global event attracting over ten thousand participants. 

USEFUL INFO 

Singapore Capital - Singapore 

Singapore Currency - Singapore Dollar 

Singapore President - HalimahYacob 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh leaves for three-day Russia visit: 

 Home Minister Rajnath Singh left for Russia on a three-day visit.  During his stay, Mr Singh will hold 

discussions with Russian Minister for Internal Affairs Vladimir Kolokoltsev and other senior Russian 

leadership. 

 The discussions will cover the entire gamut of bilateral, regional and international matters of mutual interest.  

He is likely to sign an Agreement on Cooperation between the Home Ministry and Ministry of Interior of the 

Russian Federation. 

 He will also sign a Joint Action Plan between the Narcotics Control Bureau, Home Ministry and Ministry of 

Interior of the Russian Federation. 

USEFUL INFO 

Russia Capital Moscow 

Russia Currency Russian Ruble 

Russia President Vladimir Putin 

 

BANKING NEWS 

 

RBI in News 

RBI withdraws sale of Rs 10,000 crore worth of government securities under Open Market Operations: 

 The Reserve Bank of India, RBI, has withdrawn the sale of Rs Ten thousand crore worth of government 

securities under Open Market Operations, OMO.  
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 The central bank in a statement stated that, in view of the recent market developments and based on a fresh 

review of the current and evolving liquidity conditions, it has been decided to withdraw the OMO scheduled for 

November 23.  

Reserve bank of India to launch multimedia campaign: 

 The Reserve Bank is planning to launch a full-fledged multimedia and multilingual campaign to create general 

awareness among citizens of its regulations and initiatives.  

 The RBI’s communication department has sought applications from advertising agencies for designing the 

creatives for the pan-India awareness campaign.  

 “The campaign will be in 14 languages — Hindi, Assamese, Bangla, Gujarati, Kannada, Malayalam, Marathi, 

Odia, Punjabi, Sindhi, Tamil, Telugu, Urdu, and English — with focus on regional languages,”  

 The media mix will include traditional ones such as newspapers, magazines, radio, television channels and 

cinema halls and new ones that include digital. 

RBI asks cooperative societies not to use word 'Bank' in names: 

 The RBI has asked co-operative societies not use the word 'Bank' in their names as it violates the Banking 

Regulation Act.   

 It has come to the notice of Reserve Bank of India (RBI) that some co-operative Societies are using the word 

"Bank" in their names.  

 This is a violation of Section 7 of the Banking Regulation Act, 1949. It further stated that such societies have 

neither been issued any licence under the Act nor are they authorised by the RBI for doing banking business.   

 "The insurance cover from Deposit Insurance and Credit Guarantee Corporation (DICGC) is also not available 

for deposits placed with these societies," RBI said. 

RBI Release New Outsourcing Norms for NBFCs: 

 Non-banking financial companies (NBFCs) cannot outsource core management functions like internal audit, 

strategic and compliance functions for know your customer (KYC) norms, sanction of loans and management 

of investment portfolio. 

 RBI issued fresh directions on managing risks and code of conduct in outsourcing of financial services by 

NBFCs. As per the notification, access to customer information by staff of the service provider shall be on 

'need to know' basis i.e., limited to those areas where the information is required in order to perform the 

outsourced function. 

 NBFCs have to ensure that service providers are able to isolate and clearly identify the NBFC's customer 

information, documents, records and assets to protect the confidentiality of the information. Any leakage of 

confidential customer related information should be reported to the central bank immediately otherwise NBFCs 

would be liable to its customers for any damages. 

USEFUL INFO  

Urjit Patel- 24th Governor of RBI, Headquarter- Mumbai. 

India not to pursue Islamic banking: RBI 
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 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has decided not to pursue a proposal to introduce Islamic banking in India. 

Decision in this regard was taken after considering wider and equal opportunities available to all citizens to 

access banking and financial services. 

 Islamic banking is banking or banking activity that is consistent with the principles of sharia and its practical 

application through the development of Islamic economics. Sharia prohibits the fixed or floating payment or 

acceptance of specific interest of fee for loan of money. It is different from regular banking in that it prohibits 

earning of interest (or riba) through the business of lending. 

 The proposal to introduce Islamic banking was first made in 2008 by a committee on financial sector reforms 

chaired by former RBI Governor Raghuram Rajan. 

Legal Entity Identifier mandatory for all large corporate borrowers: RBI 

 The Reserve Bank of India (RBI) has made 20-digit Legal Entity Identifier (LEI) compulsory for companies 

having aggregate fund-based and non-fund based exposure over Rs 5 crore.  

 The move is aimed at improving risk management in wake of huge stressed assets in banking system. Before 

this, RBI had made LEI mandatory for transactions in interest rate, forex and credit derivative market. 

  

USEFUL INFO  

Terms Short Form Numbers/Codes 

Indian Financial System Code IFSC  11– Alpha Numeric Code 

Magnetic Ink Character 

Recognition 

MICR 9– Digit Code 

Permanent Account Number PAN 10– Alpha Numeric Code 

Tax Collection Account Number TAN 10- Alpha-Numeric Number 

Aadhaar - 12– Digit Code 

Mobile Money Identifier MMID 7– Digit Code 

Universal Account Number UAN 12– Digit Code 

   

Permanent Retirement Account 

Number 

PRAN 12– Digit Code 

International Securities 

Identification Number 

ISIN 12– Alpha Numeric Code 

Society for Worldwide Interbank 

Financial Telecommunication 

SWIFT 8– 11 Alphabetic Code 

Senior citizens of more than 70 years of age get doorstep banking by December 31: 

 Senior citizens of more than 70 years of age and the differently-abled can look forward to availing of basic 

banking services, right from the comfort of their home.  The RBI asked banks to provide doorstep banking 

facilities to senior citizens of more than 70 years of age and differently-abled persons by December this year.   
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 Banks have been directed that senior citizens and specially-abled persons, including the visually-impaired, 

should be provided basic services like pick-up and delivery of cash, cheque books and demand drafts at their 

residence  

USEFUL INFO 

The Reserve Bank of India was set up on the basis of the recommendations of the Hilton Young Commission. The 

Reserve Bank of India Act, 1934 (II of 1934) provides the statutory basis of the functioning of the Bank, which 

commenced operations on April 1, 1935. 

RBI Headquarters Mumbai 

RBI Governor Urjit Patel 

RBI Deputy Governors 

BP Kanungo, 

S S Mundra, 

N S Vishwanathan and 

Viral Acharya 

SBI in News 

SBI Sanctions Rs. 2,317 crore for Financing Solar Power Projects : 

 State Bank of India announced sanction of credit facilities amounting to Rs. 2,317 crore to corporates for 

financing Grid Connected Rooftop Solar projects under an SBI-World Bank program. This funding will create 

solar power capacity aggregating 575 MW.  

 The renewable energy space can avail loans for establishing grid connected rooftop solar projects at the 

bank’s marginal cost of funds based lending rate plus 15 basis points. The bank currently has a renewable 

energy loans portfolio of Rs. 12,000 crore with nearly nil non-performing assets (NPAs). 

SBI Cuts Benchmark Lending Rate by 0.05% across Maturities:  

 The country's largest lender State Bank of India (SBI) slashed benchmark lending rate by 0.05 per cent across 

maturities. The reduction in the marginal cost of funds based lending rate (MCLR) came after a gap of almost 

10 months. The bank had last cut the rate on January 1, 2017.  

 The move by the SBI will trigger rate cut by other lenders. With the reduction, the MCLR for one year has 

come down to 7.95 percent from 8 percent, SBI website said. The new rate would be effective November 1, 

2017. 

SBI to use blockchain for smart contracts and KYC: 

 State Bank of India has announced that it will start integrating blockchain technology in products starting next 

month as part of a beta test.  

 According to the announcement, the company will roll out blockchain-enabled ‘smart contracts’ from next 

month as a public beta. Blockchain-enabled Know Your Customer (KYC) will soon follow suit.  

 These applications are part of BankChain, a community of 27 banks, which have joined hands to explore and 

build blockchain solutions for banking.  

 BankChain was formed in February with State Bank of India being the first member. It now has 22 Indian 

banks, including ICICI Bank, DCB Bank and Axis Bank, and five Middle East-based banks.  

 BankChain has tied up with Pune-based startup Primechain Technologies to create these solutions. 
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SBI's revamped digital offering gets all group products & services on one app: 

 The State Bank launched a comprehensive digital platform with a view to providing all its services as well as 

its subsidiaries with just one app.  

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley launched the platform in New Delhi.  

 The proposed digital service platform 'You Only Need One', Yono will offer everything related to financial 

services and lifestyle products and services.  

 All the financial services product from SBI and its subsidiaries-- SBI Life, SBI General, SBI Mutual Fund, SBI 

Caps and SBI Cards--will be integrated on the platform.  

 Yono can be accessed through mobile phones, both Android and iOS, and on the Web through a browser, 

and allows a seamless omnichannel customer experience. 

SBI raises bulk deposit rates by 100 bps: 

 Sensing an arbitrage opportunity in the repo market, the country’s largest lender State Bank of India raised 

interest rate on bulk deposits of over Rs 1 crore by one per cent, effective November 30.   

 Significantly, the move to revise rates comes soon after the government announced the repurchase of its 

securities worth Rs 30,000 crore through reverse repo auction.   

 SBI raised interest rates across all tenors uniformly by 100 bps for deposits over Rs one crore.  

 Interest rate on the shortest tenor deposit – seven day to 45 days was raised from 3.75 to 4.75% and for the 

longest tenor- 5 to 10 years, rates are up from 4.25% t0 5.25%.  

 Senior citizens earn an additional 50 bps on all tenors.  

Lupin Foundation partnership with State Bank of India to open 2 lakh bank accounts: 

 Lupin Human Welfare and Research Foundation, part of pharma major Lupin, will facilitate opening over 2 

lakh bank accounts through its financial inclusion programme in rural areas by 2020.  

 As part of the initiative in partnership with State Bank of India, the company will provide banking solutions to 

the poor and farmers at its kiosk centres spread across Rajasthan.  

 Since 2010, the foundation has opened 2.4 lakh SBI bank accounts by sending its banking correspondents to 

about 495 villages. 

USEFUL INFO 

Lupin Foundation Headquarters- Mumbai, Maharashtra 

USEFUL INFO 

SBI HQ Mumbai 

SBI Tagline With you all the way ,Pure banking nothing else, The nation's bank on us 

SBI Chairman Rajnish Kumar 

 

Asian Development Bank 

ADB to extend $20 billion Loan to India Over 5 Years 

 Multi-lateral funding agency Asian Development Bank (ADB) announced that it increase annual funding to 

India to up to $4 billion from existing $2.7 billion from next year to accelerate inclusive economic 

transformation. 
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 So cumulatively, India, the largest recipient of ADB, will get about $20 billion over a period of 5 years. Under 

this strategy, ADB’s annual sovereign funding to India will increase from $2 billion to $3 billion while private 

sector funding will be doubled to $1 billion. 

USEFUL INFO  

Founded on 19 December 1966 ADB has its Headquarter in Mandaluyong, Philippines. 

President of ADB is Takehiko Nakao. 

Axis Bank 

Axis Bank launches blockchain-based international payment service: 

 Private sector lender Axis Bank has launched an instant international payment services using Ripple’s 

enterprise blockchain technology solution for retail and corporate customers.  

 Though an international offer, the bank is offering the facility only to its retail customers in the country to 

receive payments from the UAE-based Rak Bank and for its corporate customers to receive payments from 

Standard Chartered, Singapore 

USEFUL INFO 

Axis Bank Head quarters Mumbai 

Axis Bank Tagline Badhti Ka naam Zindagi 

Axis Bank MD and CEO Shikha Sharma 

 

Bank of Baroda 

Bank of Baroda launches digital Supply Chain Finance solution: 

 State-run lender Bank of Baroda launched digital Supply Chain Finance solution which aims to accelerate 

working capital loan opportunities for the small and medium enterprises and large corporate clients. 

 The new product provides a range of supply chain finance products which covers pre- and post-shipment 

products like dealer and vendor finance. BoB’s digital Supply Chain Finance solution has been designed to 

ensure faster approvals, smoother transaction processing and availability of finance to the Small and Medium 

Enterprises. 

USEFUL INFO  

Headquarters of BOB is in Vadodara, Gujarat and Tagline is ‘India’s International Bank’. 

Current MD & CEO of BOB is P S Jayakumar. 

Canara Bank 

Canara Bank rolls out several initiatives for staff: 

 Canara Bank has launched several initiatives and benefits for its staff. 

 These initiatives include a digital library, a Canarites app, a field recovery mobile app, a retail loan (vehicle) -- 

tracking system, and a regulatory guidance tracking system. 

USEFUL INFO 

Canara Bank Headquarters Bangalore 

Canara Bank Tagline Together We Can 
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Canara Bank MD and CEO Rakesh Sharma 

Canara Bank to sell stake in three subsidiaries to improve capital base: 

 State-owned Canara Bank monetise non-core assets by selling stakes in three subsidiary companies to 

improve its capital base.  

 The bank, as per a regulatory filing, has decided to go for monetisation of non-core assets by selling its shares 

in part or full in Canara Robeco Asset Management Co, Canbank Computer Services and Can Fin Homes. 

 

HDFC Bank 

RBI Rejects HDFC Bank's Request to Declassify HDFC as FII: 

 The Reserve Bank of India has reportedly rejected HDFC Bank's plea to declassify its parent Housing 

Development Finance Corporation Limited (HDFC) as a foreign institutional investor (FII). 

 The RBI has rejected the request citing current rules which require HDFC to be classified as FII. The move will 

have an impact on HDFC Bank's fundraising program from qualified institutional placement (QIP). 

HDFC Bank tweaks norms for premium accounts: 

 HDFC Bank has tweaked the requirement for its premium customers by mandating that they now keep Rs. 1 

lakh balance a month from the earlier requirement of Rs. 1 lakh balance a quarter.  

 Changing the eligibility for its 'Classic' banking programme, HDFC Bank now mandates that customers would 

have to maintain the new minimum balance from December 9, according to mailers sent to customers. 

HDFC Bank to develop 1,000 villages under CSR by Financial Year 2019: 

 HDFC Bank aims to transform lives in 1,000 villages by March 2019 as part of its corporate social 

responsibility (CSR).  

 Under the Holistic Rural Development Programme (HRDP), the bank has already empowered 750 deprived 

villages across the country in the last two-and-half years.   

 The latest village in this chain is Umpathaw in the state. "The bank has a board mandate to cover 1,000 such 

villages by March 2019. This initiative has so far impacted the lives of over 10 lakh people in 16 states across 

the country.  

 HRDP seeks to better life in villages by focussing on improvements in five areas like education, water and 

sanitation and financial inclusion. 

HDFC Bank Launched SmartUp Zone in Kochi 

 HDFC Bank has announced the launch of its SmartUp Zone in Kochi, an exclusive area inside the branch 

dedicated for start-ups. 

 SmartUp Zones will be launched in over 65 branches in 30 cities across India, including tier 2 and 3 cities that 

are emerging as start-up hubs. The objective is to harness the potential of the startup and fintech eco-system 

using a multi-pronged approach. 

USEFUL INFO 

HDFC Bank Headquarters Mumbai 

HDFC Bank Tagline We understand your world 
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HDFC Bank CEO Aditya Puri 

 

ICICI Bank 

ICICI Bank announced the launch of India's first voice-based international remittance service: 

 ICICI Bank announced the launch of India's first voice-based international remittance service to enable non-

resident Indians (NRIs) to send money to any bank in India.  

 With this new feature in the ICICI Bank's Money2India app, an NRI customer can instantly initiate a remittance 

to his/her existing payees in India with just a simple voice command to Apple's virtual voice assistant, Siri, on 

their iPhone/iPad. 

Paytm, ICICI Bank Collaborate to Give Users Short Term Digital Credit: 

 Paytm and ICICI Bank have collaborated to announce an all-new initiative where users can get interest-free 

short-term digital credit. Called Paytm-ICICI Bank Postpaid. 

 As per the offer, customers can get digital credit account with instant activation without documentation or 

branch visit, and the activation will be online. 

USEFUL INFO  

Founder and CEO Paytm-  Vijay Shekhar Sharma. 

ICICI Bank CEO- Chanda Kochhar. 

IDFC Bank 

IDFC Bank Partners with MobiKwik 

 IDFC Bank has entered into a “strategic alliance” with mobile wallet major MobiKwik to launch a co-branded 

virtual Visa prepaid card for customers of MobiKwik.  

 Important feature of this alliance is one need not be a customer of IDFC Bank to use the co-branded pre-paid 

card. 

USEFUL INFO  

IDFC Bank - MobiKwik to launch co-branded Virtual Visa prepaid card. 

IDFC Limited MD & CEO- Sunil Kakkar, Headquarters- Mumbai. 

MobiKwik CEO- Bipin Preet Singh, Headquarters- Gurgaon, Haryana. 

 

Karnataka Bank 

Karnataka Bank, BCG tie up for transformation initiatives 

 Karnataka Bank has partnered with Boston Consulting Group (India) for its transformation initiatives. The 

transformation project — KBL Vikaas — was launched in Mangaluru.  

 The project is aimed at total transformation of the bank by repositioning it as a ‘relevant and significant bank’ 

by focusing on technology and keeping intact its core values and identity.  

 The bank has identified seven major intervention areas for this project.  

 These are: aspiration and strategies to achieve growth; rationalisation of service outlets, including digital 

channels; human resource management structure and strategy; stakeholders’ value enhancement initiatives; 
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efficiency enhancement strategy; corporate branding and repositioning; and partnering and collaborating with 

financial technology companies and start-ups. 

USEFUL INFO 

KarnatakaBank Headquarters Mangalore 

KarnatakaBank Tagline  Your Family Bank Across India 

KarnatakaBank MD and CEO M. S. Mahabaleshwara 

 

Federal Bank 

Federal Bank Gets RBI Nod to Open Offices in Kuwait, Singapore 

 Federal Bank has obtained RBI approval to open representative offices at Kuwait and Singapore.  

 The bank already has its representative offices in Abu Dhabi and Dubai and it has tied up with 110+ overseas 

banks/remittance partners. 

USEFUL INFO   

Federal Bank MD & CEO- Shyam Srinivasan. 

Kuwait Capital- Kuwait City, Currency- Kuwaiti Dinar (world's highest-valued currency unit). 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank 

Lakshmi Vilas Bank plans to raise Rs 786 crore through rights issue: 

 Lakshmi Vilas Bank (LVB) is planning to raise funds for the rights issue.  

 Earlier, the Bank's Board of Directors gave the approval to raise funds through equity shares on rights basis to 

existing shareholders of the Bank (Rights Issue) for an amount up to Rs 800 crore.  

 The Capital Raising Committee of the Board of the Bank met and decided that the rights issue to be offered at 

a price of Rs 122 only per Rights Equity Share (including a premium of Rs 112 only per right equity share) and 

the full amount is to be paid an application.  

 The issue of equity shares by way of the rights issue to the eligible shareholders of the Bank, for an amount 

aggregating up to Rs 786.87 crore. 

USEFUL INFO 

Lakshmi VilasBank Headquarters Chennai 

Lakshmi VilasBank Tagline The Changing Face of Prosperity 

Lakshmi VilasBank CEO Parthasarathi Mukherjee 

HSBC Bank 

HSBC fined record $51 million over Lehman-linked products: 

 HSBC's private-banking unit was fined a record $51 million over sales of structured products linked to Lehman 

Brothers in Hong Kong.  

 The unit will also lose its licence to advice on securities for one year, while its licence to deal in securities will 

be partially suspended for a year.  

USEFUL INFO 

HSBC Bank Headquarters London, United Kingdom 
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HSBC Bank Tagline World's Local Bank 

HSBC Bank CEO Stuart Gulliver 

 

South Indian Bank 

South Indian Bank raises Rs.490 crore via private placement: 

 South Indian Bank has announced the successful fund raising of Rs.490 crore by way of private placement of 

Basel-III compliant Tier-2 bonds.  

 Besides augmenting Tier-2 capital, this exercise would further strengthen the capital adequacy ratio or the 

capital to risk-weighted assets ratio (CRAR) position of the bank to support the targeted business growth.  

 The capital position of SIB as on September 30 was 11.74 per cent, which is well above the minimum required 

level of 10.25 per cent. 

USEFUL INFO 

South IndianBank Headquarters Thrissur 

South IndianBank Tagline Experience next generation banking 

South IndianBank MD and CEO V. G. Mathew 

Yes Bank 

Yes Bank, unveiled a superior payment wallet service, BHIM Yes Pay 

 Yes Bank, unveiled a superior payment wallet service, BHIM Yes Pay by fully integrating the application with 

all the India Stack APIs and NPCI Products. Yes Bank has over 5.5 lakh registered users on BHIM Yes Pay.  

 The freshly updated application, BHIM Yes Pay, integrates three other products of National Payment 

Corporation of India (NPCI)– RuPay Virtual Card, Bharat QR and Bharat Bill Payment Service (BBPS) in 

addition to other payment infrastructures like UPI and IMPS. 

Reliance General Insurance enters into bancassurance pact with YES Bank: 

 Reliance General - a subsidiary of Reliance Capital Ltd – signed the bancassurance agreement - corporate 

agency agreement – with Yes Bank to distribute insurance products to the bank's customers.  

 The tie-up will further augment Reliance General's distribution network as YES Bank has a network of 1,040 

branches across 29 states and seven union territories having large base of retail and micro, small and medium 

enterprises.  

 This is the first partnership signed by the bank since the open-architecture norms under the Corporate Agency 

regulations were introduced by Insurance Regulatory and Development Authority of India in April 2016. 

Yes Bank raises $400 million loans from Japan, Taiwan: 

 Private sector lender Yes Bank has raised $400 million in syndicated loans from lenders in Taiwan and Japan 

for on-lending to clients.  

 It exercised a greenshoe option to raise $250 million in a five year commercial loan from 17 Taiwanese banks.  

 In Japan, it raised JPY 16.5 billion or $150 million from eight lenders in a one-year loan in a maiden 

transaction.  

 This borrowing will be used for on-lending through its international branch at GIFT City, Ahmedabad.  
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 Its overall foreign asset book had stood at $1.4 billion as of September. 

YES Bank approves proposal to set up $1-billion debt programme to raise money: 

 Private sector lender Yes Bank has approved proposal to set up MTN programme to raise $1 billion (about Rs 

6,500 crore) on private placement basis.  

 The Medium Term Note (MTN) programme, an instrument to raise money through debt securities that typically 

mature in 5-10 years, is within the overall borrowing limit of Rs 20,000 crore. 

 The bank can raise money, in Indian or foreign currency through various means, including the issuance of 

debt securities such as non-convertible debentures, MTNs, tier I/II bonds, as well as long-term infrastructure 

bonds. 

Yes Bank Signs MoU with Government for Rs 1,000 Crore Financing 

 Private sector lender Yes Bank signed an agreement with the government to provide Rs 1,000 crore financing 

for food processing projects. The funding will be provided to around 100 food processing projects with an 

average ticket size of Rs 10 crore each. 

 The Focus will be on projects across backend infrastructure, cold chain creation of new processing units, 

expansion of existing units, forward linkages and food processing clusters in various locations in India, 

amongst others. 

Yes Bank Ties up with Centre Denmark India for Fintech Collaboration 

 Private sector lender Yes Bank has signed an MoU with Innovation Centre Denmark India (ICDK India), a 

partnership between the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Denmark and the Danish Ministry of Higher Education 

and Science to bring fintech innovations and startups from Denmark to India, and facilitate entry of Indian 

startups to the region. 

 The partnership aims to build bridges to promote innovation and assist fintech companies in India and 

Denmark to expand into each other’s markets.  

USEFUL INFO  

Denmark Currency- Danish krone 

Denmark is ranked no 1 in the Global Innovation Index. 

USEFUL INFO 

Yes Bank Headquarters Mumbai 

Yes Bank Tagline Experience our Expertise 

Yes Bank MD and CEO Rana Kapoor 

 

World Bank 

India Signs Loan Agreement with World Bank for USD 119 Million 

 A Financing Agreement for IBRD loan of US$ 119 million (equivalent) for the “Odisha Higher Education 

Programme for Excellence & Equity (OHEPEE) Project” was signed with the World Bank. 

 The Objective of the project is to improve the quality of 'students’ equitable access to selected institutions and 

enhance governance of the higher education system in Odisha. The closing date for the project is 30th 

November, 2022. 
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USEFUL INFO  

IBRD - International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

President- Jim Yong Kim (12th), Headquarters- Washington, DC USA 

Odisha CM - Naveen Patnaik, Governor- S C Jamir. 

India Signs Loan Agreement with World Bank for “Shared Infrastructure for Solar Parks Project” 

A Guarantee Agreement for IBRD/CTF loan of USD 98 million and Grant Agreement for USD 2 million for the 

“Shared Infrastructure for Solar Parks Project” was signed with the World Bank. 

The project consists of two components viz. 

 Shared Infrastructure for Solar Parks (estimated total project cost of USD 100 million, including USD 75 million 

in IBRD loan and USD 23 million in CTF Loan) and  

 Technical Assistance (USD 2 million in CTF Grant).  

The objective of the project is to increase solar generation capacity through establishment of large-scale parks in 

the country. 

USEFUL INFO  

IBRD- International Bank for Reconstruction and Development. 

World Bank President- Jim Yong Kim (12th), Headquarters- Washington DC, USA. 

India, World Bank sign rupees 98cr loan pact for renewable energy: 

 India and the World Bank signed a $98 million loan pact, and a $2 million grant agreement to help the country 

increase power generation capacity through cleaner, renewable energy sources.  

 The Shared Infrastructure for Solar Parks Project will finance Indian Renewable Energy Development Agency 

Ltd (IREDA), to provide sub-loans to states to invest in various solar parks.  

 The solar parks will be mostly under the Ministry of New and Renewable Energy’s (MNRE) Solar Park 

Scheme. The first two solar parks are in the Rewa and Mandsaur districts of Madhya Pradesh, with targeted 

installed capacities of 750 MW and 250 MW respectively. 

 Other states where potential solar parks could be supported under this project are in Odisha, Chhattisgarh, 

and Haryana. 

USEFUL INFO 

World Bank Headquarters Washington, D.C., United States 

World Bank President Jim Yong Kim 

World Bank CEO KristalinaGeorgieva 

 

SEBI 

SEBI to bring Initial Coin Offerings using crypto currencies under its lens: 

 The capital market regulator Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) is planning to bring Initial Coin 

Offerings (ICO) under its existing legal framework. In recent times, popularity of crypto currencies has 

increased rapidly and number of entities looking at raising funds through ICO. 
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 Crypto currencies like bitcoin, ethereum and such offerings have been under government radar for long time. 

Even discussions were held between various regulatory bodies, including SEBI and Reserve Bank of India 

(RBI) to regulate crypto currencies. 

USEFUL INFO  

Established- 12 April 1992 under SEBI Act, 1992. 

Headquarter– Mumbai 

SEBI present Chairman- Ajay Tyagi 

Reliance General Insurance gets SEBI nod for IPO: 

 Reliance General Insurance Company, a part of Anil Ambani-led Reliance Group, has received SEBI nod to 

float an initial public offering.  

 The IPO comprises fresh issue of little over 1.67 crore shares by Reliance General Insurance besides an offer 

for sale of 5.03 crore shares by Reliance Capital.  

 The company plans to utilise the proceeds from the fresh issue towards augmenting the solvency margin and 

consequently increasing the solvency ratio.  

 The Securities and Exchange Board of India (SEBI) had issued its final “observations” to the draft papers filed 

by Reliance General Insurance in October.  

 The regulator’s “observations” are very important for any company to launch any public offers. 

USEFUL INFO 

Reliance General Insurance Headquarters Mumbai 

Reliance General Insurance CEO Rakesh Jain 

 

Paytm Payments Bank 

Finance Minister Arun Jaitley formally launches Paytm Payments Bank: 

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley formally launched the Paytm Payments Bank in New Delhi.  

 The Payments Bank will have zero charges on all online transactions and no minimum balance requirement.  

 It will also offer a 4-7% interest rate on savings account and a free personalised RuPay digital debit card.  

 The company has planned an investment of $500 Mn in KYC (Know Your Customer) operations.  

 It is setting up KYC centers across India to complete KYC for customers and make them eligible for a 

Payments Bank account. 

Digital payment platform Paytm introduced payments using BHIM UPI on its platform 

 Digital payment platform Paytm introduced payments using BHIM UPI on its platform, using which users can 

create their own Paytm BHIM UPI ID on the app, which will be issued by Paytm Payments Bank.  

 With Paytm BHIM UPI, users can now make seamless and instant money transfers directly between two bank 

accounts, with no waiting time to add beneficiary. They will also not have to share their bank account details 

and IFSC code with anyone to receive money. 

Paytm to acquire startups Nearbuy, Little for $30 mn: Report 
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 Digital payments platform Paytm is acquiring deal discovery startups, Nearbuy and Little for about $30 million 

in a cash-and-stock deal. Nearbuy and Little provide online discount coupons for restaurants and salons, and 

commercial establishment deals.  

 Notably, Paytm is backed by investors such as Alibaba and SoftBank, and is reportedly valued at $7 billion. 

USEFUL INFO 

Paytm Payments Bank launched operations on May 23, 2017 

Paytm introduces 'buy now-pay later' option for users: 

 Digital payments platform Paytm has introduced 'buy now-pay later' option which allows users to pay after 45 

days of making the purchase.  

 The option will offer the "loan" ranging from Rs.3000 to Rs.10,000 without charging any interest.  

 Paytm has partnered with ICICI Bank for the loan which depends on a user's Paytm transaction history, credit 

history and the bank's policies. 

Paytm acquires stake in lending startup CreditMate: 

 Paytm has bought an undisclosed stake in Urja Money Pvt. Ltd, which evaluates creditworthiness of people 

seeking loans to buy two-wheelers.  

 Paytm will use Urja’s proprietary CreditMate technology to create a loan management system in collaboration 

with lending partners.  

 Mumbai-based Urja, incorporated in July 2016, has partnerships with banks and non-banking entities on the 

supply side and auto-dealers on the demand side.  

 The latest investment is part of Paytm’s efforts to create consumer credit products, and a likely move towards 

offering longer tenure loans of large ticket sizes. 

USEFUL INFO 

Paytm Headquarters Noida 

Paytm CEO Vijay Shekhar Sharma 

 

Other Banking News 

Finance Ministry asks public sector banks to submit fund-raising roadmap in a month: 

 As part of Rs 2.11 lakh crore recapitalisation exercise, the finance ministry has asked state-owned banks to 

submit their board-approved roadmaps for raising funds and strengthening core activities in about a month.  

 The government had last month unveiled a whopping Rs 2.11-lakh crore two-year programme to strengthen 

the NPA-hit public sector banks (PSBs), which includes recapitalisation bonds, budgetary support and equity 

dilution. 

USEFUL INFO 

Finance minister- Arun Jaitley 

Constituency- Gujarat, Rajya Sabha 

Bank of China begins its operations in Pakistan: 

 Bank of China has formally launched its operations in Pakistan with the first branch inaugurated at Karachi, 

Pakistan. 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
38 

 The bank would be instrumental in strengthening the “brotherly relations’ between the two countries in the 

financial sector. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bank of China Chairman Chen Siqing 

State Bank of Pakistan Governor Tariq Bajwa 

Pakistan Capital Islamabad 

Pakistan Currency Rupee 

Pakistan Prime Minister Shahid Khaqan Abbasi 

Pakistan President MamnoonHussai 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi (Yuan) 

China President Xi Jinping 

China Premier Li Keqiang 

Fino Payments Bank ties up with Mother Dairy and Gokul Dairy: 

 Fino Payments Bank has tied up with Gokul Dairy and Mother Dairy to digitize payments in the milk industry. 

 The bank will open accounts for milk pourers and the fees paid to the milk pourers which was being paid in 

cash will now be paid digitally into their bank accounts directly, which they will be able to withdraw and use for 

transactions through a RuPay debit card that will be issued to them. 

 The farmers with smart phones will be able to use the mobile banking app of Fino named BPay. 

USEFUL INFO 

CEO of Fino Payments Bank Rishi Gupta 

Note ban removed 6 lakh crore of black money: Govt: 

 The Centre stated that demonetisation removed 6 lakh crore of black money from the economy. If 

demonetisation didn't happen, there has been a 50% reduction in high-value notes that would have been in 

circulation, according to government. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

Demonetisation announced date:-Nov 8 2016 

Demonetised notes:-500, 1000. 

Dubai bank Emirates NBD begins operations in India: 

 Emirates NBD, the UAE's second-largest lender has started operations in India with an aim to invest USD 100 

million capital into its Indian operations.  The Mumbai branch marks the bank's fifth international branch 

outside of its UAE network.   

 The branch will offer a range of services to corporate, SME and institutional clients including trade finance, 

treasury services, bilateral and syndicated loans in addition to supporting NRI (non-resident Indian) customers 

looking for cross-border wealth management solutions.  
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USEFUL INFO 

National Bank of Dubai Headquarters – United Arab Emirates 

United Arab Emirates Capital – Abu Dhabi 

United Arab Emirates Currency - United Arab Emirates dirham 

IPPB Bank to become operational in 650 districts by April 2018: 

 The government said India Post Payments Bank will become operational in all 650 districts of the country by 

April next year. They will facilitate financial inclusion.  

 In reply to a question, Minister of Communications Manoj Sinha said in New Delhi that these banks will be 

linked to 1.55 lakh rural post offices and carry out banking services. The Minister said, two such banks are 

already operational in Ranchi and Raipur. 

USEFUL INFO 

Minister of state (Independent charge) for Communications - Shri Manoj Sinha 

Constituency – Ghazipur, Uttar Pradesh 

IPPB MD & CEO - Suresh Sethi (Former Vodafone M-Pesa MD) 

IPPB Headquarters - New Delhi 

Air India has received a loan worth Rs 1,500 crore from Bank of India: 

 Debt-laden Air India has received a loan worth Rs 1,500 crore from Bank of India to meet urgent working 

capital needs less than a month after floating a tender in this regard, an airline source said. For the second 

time in recent months, the flagship carrier has received loans from a public sector lender.  

 Battling multiple headwinds, the disinvestment-bound airline has been working on ways to reduce its debt, 

including, by way of selling non-core assets and expanding operations. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bank of India Headquarters – Mumbai 

Bank of India MD and CEO – Dinabandhu Mohapatra 

Bank of India Tagline - Relationships beyond banking 

RBL Bank opens all women branch in Chennai: 

 Private sector RBL Bank has set up an all women branch in Chennai    

 The branch at R A Puram, would be managed by eight women and offer all products and services across 

liability and assets.   

 It is a matter of immense pride for us to launch our first all women branch in Chennai.  

 This is a full-service branch offering a range of products and services. 

 The women branch is a testament to the bank's efforts in encouraging gender equality  

USEFUL INFO 

RBL Bank Head quarters Mumbai 

RBL Bank Tagline Apno Ka Bank 

RBL Bank MD and CEO Vishwavir Ahuja 

Government sets Rs 10,000 minimum balance in bank accounts as rural poverty measure: 
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 The government will now look at the bank accounts of families in a rural set up to determine the level of 

poverty in a gram Panchayat. According to a report the minimum amount in such accounts has been set as Rs 

10,000.  

 This threshold is one of several metrics that will be used to measure the economic condition in a village. The 

more the number of families with such a minimum balance, the better a panchayat's chance of being on the 

positive list of the poverty index.  

 Under Mission Antyodaya, there are 21 parameters to measure the economic status of any gram panchayat. 

The aim of the mission is to create 50,000 poverty-free panchayats. 

USEFUL INFO 

Minister of Housing and Urban Poverty Alleviation- Narendra Singh Tomar  

Constituency- Gwalior 

United Bank of India plans to raise Rs 500 crore via Basel III compliant bonds: 

 State-owned United Bank of India (UBI) plans to raise up to Rs 500 crore to comply with the global standard 

Basel III banking norms by March 2019.  

 The board of directors of the bank proposes to consider and approve by circulation on November 20, issuance 

and allotment of Basel III compliant listed additional tier-I debt instruments in the nature of bond.  

 The bonds with face value of Rs 10 lakh each, with or without greenshoe option, is to aggregate up to Rs 500 

crore.  

 Banks globally have to comply with the Basel III norms so as to improve and strengthen their capital planning 

processes. 

USEFUL INFO 

United Bank of India Head quarters Kolkata 

United Bank of India Tagline The Bank that begins with “U” 

United Bank of India MD and CEO Pawan Kumar Bajaj 

Banks allowed to hire machines, staffers for Aadhaar enrolment: 

 The Unique Identification Authority of India (UIDAI) has provided some relaxation to banks in procurement of 

enrolment machines and hiring private data entry operators for their Aadhaar centres.   

 The relaxation will speed up the opening of Aadhaar enrolment and updation centres at bank premises. The 

reprieve has been granted with the condition that banks will have to ensure proper supervision of enrolment 

and updating process within their premises.  

USEFUL INFO 

Chairman of UIDAI -  J Satyanarayana 

Chief Executive Officer of UIDAI- Dr. Ajay Bhushan Pandey 

Andhra Bank launches scheme to push entrepreneurship: 

 Andhra Bank has launched a new scheme for self-help groups (SHGs) to encourage entrepreneurship.  

 The scheme, Pattabhi Sitaramayya — Self Business Group (PS-SBG), has been introduced to commemorate 

the 138th birth anniversary of its founder Bhogaraju Pattabhi Sitaramayya, and the Silver Jubilee of the SHG-

Bank linkage programme in the country.  
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 Under the scheme, SHGs having five years of association with Andhra Bank and having successfully 

completed three credit rotations with good repayment record and an aptitude for entrepreneurship will be 

eligible for a loan.  

 Finance in the form of working capital and term loan can be extended to the group or in individual capacity 

within the group to the extent of Rs.25 lakh without any collateral security on easier terms and conditions, 

according to a release. 

USEFUL INFO 

Andhra Bank Headquarters Hyderabad 

Andhra Bank Tagline Where India Banks 

Andhra Bank MD and CEO Suresh N Patel 

AU Small Finance Bank has received RBI approval to operate as Scheduled Commercial Bank: 

 AU Small Finance Bank has received Reserved Bank of India (RBI) approval to operate as Scheduled 

Commercial Bank. This bank's name has now been included in the Second Schedule of Reserve Bank of 

India Act, 1934.  

 Now AU Small Finance Bank will be able to do borrowing and lending with RBI under Liquidity Adjustment 

Facility (LAF) and Marginal Standing Facility (MSF). It will also enable AU Small Finance Bank to issue 

Certificate of Deposits (CDs) on competitive interest rates in the market to get liquidity. 

USEFUL INFO 

MD & CEO of AU Small Finance Bank - Sanjay Agarwal 

Headquarters- Rajasthan (Jaipur) 

AIIB Grants Rs. 13,000 cr Loan to Andhra Pradesh: 

 China-sponsored Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank (AIIB) approved USD 2 million loan (Rs. 13,000 

crores) for five projects in Andhra Pradesh. 

 The five projects include two roads and buildings department, one each for rural safe drinking water 

department, municipal and urban development department and Panchayat Raj department. 

USEFUL INFO 

AIIB – Asian Infrastructure Investment Bank 

Headquarters of AIIB - Beijing, China 

Present president of the AIIB - Jin Liqun 

 

FINANCE AND ECONOMIC AFFAIRS 

 

Government doubles import duty on wheat to 20%: 

 The Government has doubled the import duty on wheat to 20 per cent in order to curb cheap shipments and 

give positive price signal to farmers in the ongoing Rabi season. 

 The Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC) said, it seeks to increase rate of basic customs duty 

on wheat from 10 to 20 per cent and on Peas from present 0 percent to 50 per cent. 
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 CBEC has also imposed import duty of 50 per cent on peasto check cheaper shipments from countries like 

Canada and to boost domestic prices. 

USEFUL INFO 

CBEC Chairman Vanaja N. Sarna 

GST: changes in the returns filing process 

Up to November 15, when the decisions take effect, the GST system requires businesses to submit at least 

three forms to file their returns. The GSTR-1 dealt with the invoice-wise details of supply, GSTR-2 dealt with 

the receipts of goods, and GSTR-3 was an overall summary derived from the two previous forms. Now, the 

GST Council has decided that, in order to ease the compliance burden on businesses, companies would be 

allowed to only file the GSTR-1 form, up to March 31, 2018. The Council has set up a committee to look into 

how to make the GSTR-2 form easier, following which it will be brought back into the system. The Council also 

decided to extend the usage of the summary GSTR-3B form, meant to make life easier for those unfamiliar 

with the filing process, till March 31 from the earlier December 31 deadline. 

USEFUL INFO 

Finance Minister – Arun Jaitley 

Government to put more capital in public sector banks: 

 The government has decided to inject more capital in state-owned banks to strengthen the banking system 

and spur economic growth. Addressing heads of state-owned banks at PSB Manthan at Gurugram in 

Haryana, Mr Jaitley said, the government has decided to put in more capital from the Budget, through bonds 

and banks' equity expansion 

Post demonetisation country has moved to a much cleaner, transparent & honest financial system: FM Arun 

Jaitley  

 Finance Minister Arun Jaitley said the country has moved on to a much cleaner, transparent and honest 

financial system after implementation of demonetisation. During search and seizure by the Department, Rs. 

15,497 crore of undisclosed income has been admitted which is 38 per cent higher than the undisclosed 

amount during 2015-16.  

 The Finance Minister said Income Tax Department has taken action against more than 1150 shell companies 

which were used as conduits by over 22,000 beneficiaries to launder more than Rs. 13,300 crore. 

USEFUL INFO 

Union minister for Finance – Arun Jaitley 

Constituency – Gujarat, Rajya Sabha 

India pledges additional $100 million towards UN partnership fund 

 India has pledged an additional 100 million US Dollar towards the UN partnership fund, significantly scaling up 

it support to sustainable development projects across the developing world.  

 This was announced by the Counsellor at the Permanent Mission of India to the UN, Anjani Kumar at the 2017 

UN Pledging Conference for Development Activities. 

USEFUL INFO 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
43 

Headquarters of the United Nations- New York City, New York, United States 

Secretary-General of the United Nations- Antonio Guterres. 

GSTN eases process for exporters to claim refunds 

 The Goods and Services Tax Network (GSTN) has said that it has introduced a utility Table 6A in the Form 

GSTR-1 used by exporters to claim refunds.Table 6A of Form GSTR1 allows taxpayers to file export related 

data for the period concerned that permits processing of the tax refund on the basis of declaration made under 

Form GSTR 3B and Table 6A of GSTR-1.  

 An exporter can claim refund of Integrated GST (IGST) paid at the time of export by filling the details of the 

shipping bill and tax paid GST invoice in his Form GSTR1 in the relevant month. 

USEFUL INFO 

It was introduced in India on 1 July 2017. 

Under GST, goods and services are taxed at the following rates, 0%, 5%, 12%, 18% and 28%. 

Alibaba posts record Singles' Day sales of $25 billion: 

 Chinese e-commerce giant Alibaba generated a record $25.3 billion in its Singles' Day sales, showing a 39% 

jump from last year. It surpassed previous year's total of $17.8 billion in just 13 hours.  

 Alibaba said its total number of delivery orders was 812 million compared to 657 million in 2016, and that 90% 

of sales were made on mobile. 

USEFUL INFO 

CEO: Daniel Zhang 

Headquarters: Hangzhou, China 

Retail inflation rises to seven-month high of 3.58% in October: 

 Retail inflation accelerated to 3.58% in October on the back of rising food and fuel prices, according to official 

data released by the Ministry of Statistics and Programme Implementation. Inflation as measured by the 

Consumer Price Index (CPI) was 3.28% in September and as low as 1.46% in June.  

 The food and beverages component of CPI saw a growth of 2.26% in October, the fastest pace since March, 

and up from 1.76% in September. This was mainly driven by a sharp uptick in vegetable prices. Inflation in the 

fuel and light segment came in at 6.36%, up from 5.56% in September. 

USEFUL INFO 

Minister of Statistics and Programme Implementation- D. V. Sadananda Gowda 

Headquarters- New Delhi 

India to overtake Japan as third largest economy by 2028: BofAML 

 India is likely to become world’s third largest economy by 2028 and overtake Japan in nominal gross domestic 

product (GDP), projects a recent Bank of America Merrill Lynch report co-authored by Indranil Sen Gupta and 

Aastha Gudwani.  

 The country, according to BofA-ML, is also well on track to cross France and the United Kingdom (UK) to 

emerge as the world's fifth largest economy after Germany by 2019. 

USEFUL INFO 

Headquarters of BofAML- New York City, United States. 
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Switzerland has highest wealth per adult at Rs.3.5 crore: 

 Switzerland has topped the list of average wealth per adult with $537,600 (Rs.3.5 crore), according to the 

2017 Credit Suisse Global Wealth Report.  

 It is followed by Australia ($402,600) and the United States ($388,600) in the second and third place 

respectively. 

 The global mean wealth per adult reached a new record high of $56,540 

USEFUL INFO 

Switzerland Capital Bern 

Switzerland Currency Swiss Franc 

Switzerland President Doris Leuthard 

RBI Governor Urjit Patel appointed to Financial Stability Institute Advisory Board: 

 RBI Governor Urjit Patel has been appointed to the Financial Stability Institute Advisory Board or the Bank of 

International Settlement (BIS).  

 Bank for International Settlements is an international financial organisation owned by 60 member central 

banks across the world.  

 The Financial Stability Institute (FSI) of the BIS assists financial sector authorities worldwide in strengthening 

their financial systems.  

 Since the beginning of 2017, the FSI has been implementing a new strategy that includes achieving closer 

interaction with central banks and financial supervisory agencies. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bank for International Settlements HQ Basel, Switzerland 

Bank for International Settlements CEO Jaime Caruana 

Govt removes restrictions on export of all types of pulses: 

 The Cabinet Committee on Economic Affairs, CCEA has removed restrictions on export of all types of pulses.  

The decision will give farmers greater choice in marketing their produce and enhance their incomes.   

 Opening of export of pulses will help the farmers to dispose of their products at remunerative prices and 

encourage them to expand the area of sowing.  It is expected that pulses production will be sustained in the 

country and its import dependence on pulses will come down substantially.   

USEFUL INFO 

Chairman of CCEA Prime Minister of India 

Centre hikes import duty on edible oils to help farmers: 

 The Centre has raised import duty on crude palm oil to 30 per cent from 15 per cent and on refined oil to 40 

per cent from 20 per cent in a bid to curb cheaper shipments and boost local prices for supporting farmers and 

refiners, according to a notification.  

 Import duty on soyabean oil, sunflower oils, canola/ mustard oils -- both crude and refined format -- has been 

raised, the notification released by the Central Board of Excise and Customs (CBEC).  Import duty on 

Soyabean has also been increased. 
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USEFUL INFO 

Chairperson: Vanaja N. Sarna 

Headquarters: New Delhi, India 

India moves up one notch to 126 in GDP per capita terms: 

 India has moved up one position to 126th in terms of GDP per capita of countries, still ranked lower than all its 

BRICS peers, while Qatar remains the world's richest on this parameter, as per IMF data.   

 The data, which forms part of the latest World Economic Outlook report of the International Monetary Fund, 

ranks over 200 countries in terms of per capita GDP based on purchasing power parity (PPP).   

 PPP between two countries is the rate at which the currency of one country needs to be converted into that of 

a second country to ensure that a given amount of the first country's currency will purchase the same volume 

of goods and services in the second country as it does in the first.   

 India has seen its per capita GDP rise to USD 7,170 in 2017, from USD 6,690 last year, helping improve its 

rank by a position to 126th. 

USEFUL INFO 

International Monetary Fund Headquarters- Washington, D.C., United States. 

India climbs 3 steps to 51 on IMD talent rankings: 

 India has improved its ranking by three notches to 51 globally in terms of ability to attract, develop and retain 

talent while Switzerland topped the list compiled by leading global business school IMD.  The annual IMD 

World Talent Ranking covered 63 countries and assessed the methods the countries adopted to attract and 

retain talent.  

 Globally, Europe continues to dominate the rankings, with Switzerland, Denmark, and Belgium being the most 

competitive countries. Austria, Finland, the Netherlands, Norway, Germany, Sweden and Luxembourg made 

up the top 10.  

 From the BRICS bloc, China stayed in the lead with a ranking of 40, followed by Russia at 43 and South Africa 

at 48. Brazil was ranked just after India at the 52nd slot. 

USEFUL INFO 

Capital of Switzerland- Berne 

Currency- Swiss franc 

BillDesk launches cryptocurrency exchange Coinome in India: 

 Indian online payments company BillDesk has launched cryptocurrency exchange Coinome in India which 

allows for the trading of Bitcoin and Bitcoin Cash. Mumbai-based Coinome allows users to register via an 

instant e-KYC process by using Aadhaar number.  

 The exchange has planned to introduce the trading of 20 cryptocurrencies by 2018. The exchange platform 

supports instant deposits using payment gateway and instant withdrawals, thereby allowing transactions even 

on weekends or business holidays. 

USEFUL INFO 

BillDesk Headquarters- Mumbai 
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The first decentralized cryptocurrency, bitcoin, was created in 2009 by pseudonymous developer Satoshi 

Nakamoto. 

JM Financial gets NHB nod for home finance arm: 

 Financial services player JM Financial has got the regulatory approval to launch a housing finance subsidiary. 

JM Financial Home Loans, a step-down subsidiary of JM Financial, has received certificate of registration from 

the National Housing Bank for carrying out housing finance activities.  

 Mumbai-based JM Financial is into investment banking, institutional equity sales, trading, broking, wealth 

management, private equity, and asset reconstruction among others.   

 JM Financial already has two non-banking arms -- JM Financial Credit Solutions focused on real estate 

lending and the other is into regular credit business which together has an asset of around Rs. 12,000 crore. 

USEFUL INFO 

Chairman of JM Financial Group-  Nimesh N. Kampani 

IndiaFirst Life introduces first-ever micro-insurance plan ‘insurance khata’: 

 IndiaFirst Life Insurance (IndiaFirst Life) has launched a unique micro-insurance plan ‘insurance khata’ 

targeted at those in the informal sector and agricultural labourers with seasonal incomes.  

 This micro-insurance plan will be distributed exclusively through the 2.4 lakh common service centres (CSC) 

across the country.  

 Alphons Kannanthanam, Minister of state for Electronics & IT, was present on the occasion.  

  “At an individual platform with an entry level minimum premium of Rs 500, this is the first of its kind product in 

the industry and not just with us”, Vishaka told Business Line here. 

USEFUL INFO 

IndiaFirst Life Insurance Headquarters Mumbai 

IndiaFirst Life Insurance MD and CEO R. M. Vishakha 

E-payments for charging electric vehicles: 

 The government will allow electric car users to pay for charging of their electric vehicles through digital means, 

including BHIM app and Bharat QR code. The government has accepted suggestions of a panel — 

Committee for Standardization of the Protocol for Charging Infrastructure — in this regard.  

 In its report, the committee also mooted uniform standards for EV charging stations in India, which will enable 

electric vehicles of all models by different manufacturers to be charged at any station. 

 “The customers need to be billed for the charging and payment needs to be made. There are multiple options, 

including debiting the user’s account based on VIN (vehicle identification number).” 

USEFUL INFO 

A VIN is composed of 17 characters (digits and capital letters) that act as a unique identifier for the vehicle. 

Government constitutes 15th Finance Commission under the chairmanship of former bureaucrat NK Singh: 

 The Government has constituted the 15th Finance Commission. Former bureaucrat and ex-Member of 

Parliament NK Singh will chair the Commission which will make recommendations for the five years 

commencing 1st April 2020.   
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 Former Secretary Economic Affairs Shaktikanta Das and Adjunct Professor of Georgetown University, Dr 

Anoop Singh will be the members of the Commission. Chairman of Bandhan Bank, Dr Ashok Lahiri and NITI 

Aayog Member Dr Ramesh Chand will be the Part-time members.  

 Arvind Mehta will be the Secretary to the Commission. The Commission will review the current status of the 

finance, deficit, debt levels, cash balances and fiscal discipline efforts of the Centre and the States and 

recommend a fiscal consolidation roadmap for sound fiscal management. 

USEFUL INFO 

Finance Minister of India- Arun Jaitley 

Constituency- Gujarat, Rajya Sabha 

Muthoot Finance launches loan scheme targeting SMEs: 

 Gold finance company Muthoot Finance launched a new loan scheme targeted at Small and Medium 

Enterprises (SME) for their working capital requirements. Gold loans above Rs 10 lakh would be provided at 

an interest rate of 12 per cent per annum.  

 The new gold loan scheme is a unique offer, which will benefit all sections of clientele. The company expects 

to grow its customer base in this high ticket loan category from the current 4 per cent to 10 per cent by June 

2018. The loan would be available through all 4,200 branches, including 487 in Karnataka.  

USEFUL INFO 

Muthoot Finance Headquarters- Kochi 

Founder: M George Muthoot 

Minister of State for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises- Giriraj Singh 

Amazon makes Aadhaar mandatory for tracking lost packages: 

 E-commerce giant Amazon has made it mandatory for users to link Aadhaar details to their accounts in order 

to track lost packages.  

 Amazon representatives have reportedly told users that not uploading their Aadhaar "might result in a delay in 

the resolution of the problem”. 

 Users also reported that Amazon refused to take customer complaints without Aadhaar submissions. 

USEFUL INFO 

Headquarters- Washington, United States. 

Founder- Jeff Bezos 

PayPal Launches Domestic Payments in India: 

 American digital payments company PayPal launched domestic operations in India. At launch, Indian 

consumers will be able to make transactions at select online merchants. 

 Merchants offering PayPal will be able to process both local and global payments through the platform, getting 

access to PayPal’s more than 200 million customers around the world and in India through a single 

integration. 

 However, customers in India will not be able to store any money in their PayPal accounts as the company is 

yet to receive a prepaid payment instrument (PPI) licence from the RBI. 

USEFUL INFO  
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PayPal Headquarter- California USA, Founded in- 1998. 

PayPal Holdings Inc President and CEO- Dan Schulman. 

Uber Approves SoftBank Multibillion-Dollar Investment Offer: 

 Uber Technologies Inc. approved SoftBank Group Corp.’s offer to buy a multibillion-dollar stake in the ride-

hailing company, setting the stage for one of the largest private start-up deals ever. 

 The agreement lets SoftBank and other firms invest up to $1 billion in Uber and proceed with a tender offer in 

coming weeks to buy up to $9 billion in shares from existing investors. 

USEFUL INFO  

Uber CEO- Dara Khosrowshahi, Headquarters- California, USA. 

Softbank Chairman & CEO- Masayoshi Son, Headquarters- Tokyo, Japan. 

Cabinet Approves India's Membership for EBRD: 

 Union Cabinet chaired by Prime Minister Narendra Modi has approved India's Membership for European Bank 

for Reconstruction & Development (EBRD). Membership of the EBRD would enhance India's international 

profile and promote its economic interests and contribute to an improved investment climate in the country.  

 It would increase the scope of cooperation between India and EBRD through co-financing opportunities in 

manufacturing, services, Information Technology, and Energy. 

USEFUL INFO  

The EBRD was founded on 15th April 1991 

President- Suma Chakrabarti 

Headquarters- London, United Kingdom. 

Bitcoin Crosses $10,000 for the First Time Ever: 

 Bitcoin rose above the symbolic $10,000 threshold for the first time, bringing its rise for the year to date to 

more than 900 per cent. The price of the cryptocurrency edged above $10,000 on Coinbase, the largest dollar 

denominated bitcoin exchange, which gave the latest price as $10,052 in Asia.  

 Bloomberg data gave the intraday high as $10,058 before easing to $9,999.Bitcoin was trading at around 

$1,000 dollars at the beginning of 2017. 

USEFUL INFO  

On 18 August 2008, the domain name bitcoin.org was registered. 

Japanese-American physicist Satoshi Nakamoto is speculated as the creater of Bitcoin. 

One rupee note turns 100 on 30th November 2017: 

 This smallest paper denomination note from India has travelled through a glorious historical journey all over 

the world since it was issued for the public. As the argument over the government's decision to scrap high-

value currency notes is still raging, our one rupee note has completed a century! The first one rupee note was 

printed in India on November 30, 1917, with the photo of King George V. This was the time when India was 

under the British rule. 

 The origin of the 1 Rupee note lies in the World War I where the inability to mint coins forced the then colonial 

authorities to shift to printing Re 1 notes in 1917. 

USEFUL INFO  
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The India Government Mint operates four mints in the country for the production of coins. They are in: 

1. Mumbai, Maharashtra 

2. Kolkata, West Bengal 

3. Hyderabad, Telangana 

4. Noida, Uttar Pradesh 

HEFA approved over 2000 crore rupees for 6 higher education institutions: 

 Higher Education Funding Agency (HEFA) has approved projects worth over 2,066 crore rupees for six 

higher educational institutions to improve the research infrastructure and further their standing at the global 

level.  

 These institutes are IITs Bombay, Delhi, Madras, Kharagpur, Kanpur and NIT Suratkal.  

 As per the scheme, HEFA will mobilize the fund through market borrowing and will release the same to the 

government institution as interest- free loans.  

 

 

 

 

INTERNATIONAL NEWS 

 

Michael Jackson Named Top-Earning Dead Celebrity for 5th Time  

 Jackson is atop the Forbes list of top-earning dead celebrities for the fifth straight year, with $75 million (all 

figures in US).  

 Golf legend Arnold Palmerclaims the No. 2 spot with $40 million and Peanuts creator Charles Schulz ranks 

third with income of $38 million.  

India Tops List of New Tuberculosis Cases in 2016: WHO  

 India topped the list of seven countries, accounting for 64 percent of the 10.4 million new tuberculosis (TB) 

cases worldwide in 2016, according to a new report by the World Health Organization. 

 India was followed by Indonesia, China, Philippines, Pakistan, Nigeria and South Africa, according to a Global 

TB Report 2017 released by the WHO. 

Useful Info 

WHO – World Health Organization 

Headquarters of WHO – Geneva, Switzerland 

Director General of WHO - TedrosAdhanomGhebreyesus 

India reached Top 100 in ‘ease of doing business’: World Bank  

 India reached top 100 in the World Bank’s Ease of Doing Business rankings. The rise to the 100th position 

from 130 last year made India one of the top 10 best-improved countries and rounded off a day of good news 

on the economic front for the government. 
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 The World Bank’s ‘Doing Business 2018 — Reforming to Create Jobs’ report ranks 190 countries on the basis 

of a combined score on 10 parameters.In that  India was the only large country  to have achieved such a 

significant shift. 

Useful Info 

World Bank headquarters - Washington, D.C., United States 

President of World Bank - Jim Yong Kim 

India ranks 108th in WEF Gender Gap index: 

 India slipped 21 places on the World Economic Forum’s Global Gender Gap index to 108. India’s latest 

ranking is 10 notches lower than its reading in 2006 when the WEF started measuring the gender gap.  

 According to the Report, India has closed 67 percent of its gender gap. Bangladesh ranked 47th while China 

was placed at 100th. 

Useful Info 

Top 5 Countries in the List are- 

1. Iceland, 

2. Norway, 

3. Finland,  

4. Rwanda and, 

5. Sweden.  

The World Economic forum Headquarters in Geneva, Switzerland. 

Klaus Schwab is the Founder and Executive Chairman of WEF. 

Mukesh Ambani becomes Asia's Richest Person: Forbes  

 Chairman of Reliance Industries Limited (RIL) Mukesh Ambani overtook China’s HuiKa Yan to become Asia’s 

richest person with a total wealth of $42.1 billion, according to Forbes’ real time billionaire’s list. 

 Globally, Ambani stood at the 14th spot on Forbes’ real time billionaire’s list, which is based on the value of 

person’s stock holding and assets on a real time basis. 

Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) opens: 

 World’s Third Largest Book Fair Opens in Sharjah, With more than 1.5 million book titles and 1,650 publishing 

houses from 60 countries 

 Sharjah International Book Fair (SIBF) opened its doors to public and trade visitors. It is the third largest book 

fair in the world. The book fair was held under the theme ‘A World in My Book’.  

 The event has been organised by Sharjah Book Authority (SBA). Sharjah also inaugurated Sharjah Publishing 

City (SPC) which is the world’s first specialised book publishing free zone. 

Useful Info 

Country – United Arab Emirates 

Capital – Abu Dhabi 

Currency – United Arab Emirates dirham 

Chanda Kochhar including Bollywood star Priyanka Chopra are in World’s Most Powerful Women list released by 

Forbes: 
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 Five Indian women led by ICICI Bank chief executive officer (CEO) and managing director (MD) Chanda 

Kochhar including Bollywood star Priyanka Chopra, have featured on the list of the world’s 100 most powerful 

women compiled by Forbes.  

 The list was topped by German Chancellor Angela Merkel. 

Useful Info 

Person Rank 

Angela Merkel (German Chancellor) 1st 

Theresa May (UK Prime Minister) 2nd 

Melinda Gates (Co-chair of the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation) 3rd 

Sheryl Sandberg (Facebook chief operating officer – COO) 4th 

Mary Barra (General Motors CEO) 5th 

ChandaKochhar (MD & CEO of ICICI Bank) 32nd 

RoshniNadarMalhotra (HCL Corp. CEO) 57th 

Priyanka Chopra (Actress) 97th 

China unveiled Asia's largest artificial island-building ship: 

 China unveiled Asia's largest artificial island-building ship. The 140-metre-long vessel, which has been 

dubbed as "magic island maker", is capable of digging 6,000 cubic metres an hour, which is equivalent to 

three standard swimming pools.  

 The vessel is expected to be delivered in June 2018 after being tested completely. The boat named Tian Kun 

Hao is equivalent of three standard swimming pools. 

Useful Info 

Country – China 

Capital – Beijing 

Currency – Renminbi (Yuan) 

President – Xi Jinping 

Youth Affairs and Sports Minister Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore is in Egypt to attend World Youth Forum: 

 The Minister of State (Independent Charge) Youth Affairs and Sports Col. Rajyavardhan Rathore is in Egypt to 

attend World Youth Forum at Sharam El Shiekh.  

 The five-day forum was inaugurated by the President of Egypt Mr Abdelfateh El Sisi. The Forum aims to 

provide a platform to the youth from all over the globe to engage with the key global policy makers. 

Useful Info 

Minister of State (Independent Charge) Youth Affairs and Sports - Col. RajyavardhanRathore 

Constituency – Jaipur, Rajasthan 

Country – Egypt 

Capital – Cairo 

Currency - Egyptian pound 

India Pavilion at Conference of Parties (COP) 23 was inaugurated by Harsh Vardhan at Bonn in Germany: 
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 The India Pavilion at Conference of Parties (COP) 23 was inaugurated by Union Minister of Environment, 

Forest and Climate Change, Dr. Harsh Vardhan at Bonn in Germany.  

 The Minister is leading the Indian delegation, who was participating in the 23rd to the United Nations 

Framework Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC) being held at the Bonn, Germany from November 6-

17, 2017. India’s theme for COP 23 is “Conserving Now, Preserving Future”. 

Useful Info 

Union Minister of Environment, Forest and Climate Change -Dr. Harsh Vardhan 

Constituency – ChandniChowk (New Delhi) 

Country – Germany 

Capital – Berlin 

Currency – Euro 

UNSC drops plan to adopt resolution demanding end to violence in Myanmar: 

 In the face of strong opposition from China, the United Nations Security Council has dropped plans to adopt a 

resolution demanding an end to the violence in Myanmar and instead opted for a statement.  

 Britain and France had circulated a draft resolution, but diplomats said veto power China, a supporter of 

Myanmar's former ruling junta, had argued that resolution was not the appropriate response to the crisis. 

Useful Info 

Country – Myanmar (Burma) 

Capital – Naypyidaw 

Currency - Burmese kyat 

Jaipur, Varanasi and Chennai Included in UNESCO's Creative Cities Network for Contribution in Music:  

 Totally 64 cities from 44 countries have been designated as UNESCO Creative Cities by Director-General, 

Irina Bokova. Chennai is the third Indian city on the list of UNESCO Creative Cities list after Jaipur and 

Varanasi. 

 After this, the UNESCO Creative Cities Network now counts a total of 180 cities in 72 countries. Few famous 

cities included in the list are- Auckland (New Zealand), Cairo (Egypt), Cape Town (South Africa), Istanbul 

(Turkey) and Yamagata City (Japan). 

Useful Info 

UNESCO - United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization 

Headquarters of UNESCO - Paris, France 

Director-General- Irina Bokova 

Guinea Becomes New Member of International Solar Alliance: 

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj met Guinea’s Foreign Minister, Mamady Toure during the course of 

which the latter handed over his country’s instrument accession to the India-initiated International Solar 

Alliance (ISA).  

 According to a statement issued by the External Affairs Ministry, SushmaSwaraj and Toure exchanged views 

on a broad range of subjects covering bilateral friendship and cooperation. 

Useful Info 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://estore.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/


       GK and Current Affairs Capsule November 2017 
  

www.ibpsguide.com   | estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

 
53 

Country – Guinea 

Capital – Conakry 

Currency - Guinean Franc 

First International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition held at Dubai: 

 Minister for AYUSH ShripadNaik and Indian Ambassador to UAE NavdeepSuri attended the inaugural 

ceremony of first International AYUSH Conference and Exhibition held at Dubai. 

 The first international AYUSH conference and exhibition is to be held from November 9 -11, 2017 at Dubai 

World Trade Centre, UAE. 

 The Theme of the Conference is “Life Style diseases – prevention & management through Ayush” 

USEFUL INFO 

UAE CAPITAL Abu Dhabi 

UAE CURRENCY UAE Dirham 

UAE President Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

19th Organic World Congress (OWC) in New Delhi, India: 

 Union Minister Radha Mohan Singh inaugurated the 1st ever World organic event in India – 19th Organic 

World Congress 2017 held at Greater Noida, India. The event will see participation of 1,400 representatives 

from 110 countries and 2000 Indian delegates. 

 The Organic World Congress is held once in every three years. 

 The theme of the 19th OWC is ‘An Organic World through an Organic India.’ 

USEFUL INFO 

18th OWC, 2014 Istanbul, Turkey, 

19th OWC, 2017 New Delhi, India 

Union Minister for Agriculture and Farmer’s Welfare Radha Mohan Singh 

Constituency PurviChamparan, Bihar 

US president to address APEC summit: 

 US President Donald Trump and other world leaders are to address the annual Asia-Pacific Economic Co-

operation (APEC) summit in Vietnam, with trade and growth high on the agenda.  

USEFUL INFO:- 

APEC Headquarters:-Singapore 

APEC Chairman:-Tran Dui Quang 

APEC 2018 Summit:-Papua New Guinea 

Qatar appoints women to Shura Council for first time: 

 For the first time in the country's history, Qatar has appointed four women to the Shura Council, one of its 

most important consultative bodies.  

 The women will be part of the 45-member council responsible for discussing draft laws, general government 

policy, and the state's draft budget.  
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 The council members also have the right to question cabinet members on policy issues. 

USEFUL INFO 

Qatar Capital - Doha 

Qatar Currency - Qatari riyal 

Qatar President - Tamim bin Hamad Al Than 

UNESCO appoints its second woman Director-General: 

 UNESCO member states appointed former French Culture Minister Audrey Azoulay as the new Director-

General of the cultural agency. 

 The 45-year-old Azoulay, who was 11th Director-General of UNESCO and the second woman to occupy the 

position. She will take charge from November 15. 

USEFUL INFO 

UNESCO Headquarters - Paris, France 

UNESCO President - Irina Bokova 

NASA receives over 1.3 lakh Indian names for ‘ticket’ to Mars: 

 More than 1.3 lakh Indian space enthusiasts have submitted their names to NASA to be carried to Mars 

onboard the US space agency’s mission to the red planet next year. Last month, NASA invited members 

of the public to send their names which will be carried on the InSight (Interior Exploration using Seismic 

Investigations, Geodesy and Heat Transport) mission to Mars. 

NASA Headquarters – Washington D.C, USA 

NASA Chairman - Charles Frank Bolden 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi attends ASEAN Summit in Philippines: 

 Prime Minister NarendraModi participated in the opening ceremony of the ASEAN Summit in the Philippines' 

capital Manila.  

 After the inaugural proceedings of the summit, Mr Modi visited the reputed International Rice Research 

Institute and the Mahaveer Foundation in Manila.  

USEFUL INFO 

ASEAN Summit 2017 Theme – Partnering for Change, Engaging the World 

Philippines Capital – Manila 

Philippines Currency - Philippine Peso 

BorutPahor won President Election in Slovenia: 

 Slovenia's internet-savvy President Borut Pahor won the second term in a runoff vote that was marred by an 

abysmally low turnout.  

USEFUL INFO 

Slovenia Capital – Ljubljana 

Slovenia Currency – Euro 

Slovenia President – Borut Pahor 

China to build police station powered by AI, not humans: 
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 The Chinese government has announced that it will build an artificial intelligence (AI)-powered police station 

without any human personnel.  

 The station will be open to the public 24/7 and will feature face-scanning technology to replace ID Cards. It will 

offer services specifically focused on issues with tests for drivers using a simulator, managing records and 

paperwork, among other activities. 

Strong earthquake hits Iraq and Iran: 

 A powerful 7.3 magnitude earthquake that struck the Iraq-Iran border region. The magnitude 7.3 quake was 

centered 19 miles (31 kilometers) outside the eastern Iraqi city of Halabja. 

 The earthquake struck 23.2 kilometers (14.4 miles) below the surface, a shallow depth that can have broader 

damage. 

The 7th Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan held in Turkmenistan: 

 The 7th Regional Economic Cooperation Conference on Afghanistan held at Ashgabat, Turkmenistan to 

discuss investment opportunities in war-torn country. 

 Political and business leaders from 40 countries are attended the conference will focus on key aspects for the 

economic development of Afghanistan.  

The 10th South Asia Economic Summit held at Nepal: 

 The 10th South Asia Economic Summit, SAES held at Kathmandu, Nepal. The theme of 3-day summit is 

"Deepening Economic Integration for Inclusive and Sustainable Development in South Asia". 

 The summit is being jointly organised by National Planning Commission and Ministry of Commerce of Nepal in 

association with South Asia Watch on Trade, Economics and Environment, Nepal. 

 According to Vice Chairman of National Planning Commission of Nepal Dr.Swarnim Wagle the main thrust of 

the summit is to development of South Asia. 

USEFUL INFO 

Theme - "Deepening Economic Integration for Inclusive and Sustainable Development in South Asia" 

EU nations sign up for new era of deeper defence cooperation: 

 European Union countries officially launched a new era in defence cooperation with a program of joint military 

investment and project development aimed at helping the EU confront its security challenges. Twenty-three of 

the EU's 28 member nations signed up to the process, known as permanent structured cooperation or 

PESCO.  

 Britain, which is leaving the EU in 2019, and Denmark with a defence opt-out were among those not taking 

part. 

Indians form 2nd largest group of international students in USA: 

 Indians registered an impressive double-digit growth of 12.3 per cent in the last one year to become the 

second largest group of international students in the US after China, contributing USD 6.5 billion to the 

country's economy in 2016 

Saudi Arabia recognises yoga as sports activity: 

 Saudi Arabia's Ministry of Trade and Industry officially declared yoga as a sport.  

 Any Saudi citizen wanting to practice or teach yoga can avail a licence from the government.  
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 The campaign to recognise yoga as a sporting activity was led by NoufMarwaai, who also became the first 

certified yoga instructor in the country. 

Japan to relax visa norms for Indians from January 1: 

 Japan will simplify its visa rules from January 1, 2018, for Indians and issue multiple-entry-visa for short-term 

stay, a move which is expected to benefit tourists and business persons as well as repeat visitors.  

 The relaxed visa regime will not only have simplification of visa application documents but also expansion of 

scope of eligible applicants.  

 Under the simplification of visa application documents, the applicant's employment certificate and explanation 

letter stating the reason will be exempted in cases of applying for multiple-entry-visa. 

USEFUL INFO 

Japan Capital Tokyo 

Japan Currency Japanese Yen 

Japan Prime Minister Shinzo Abe 

China has launched the world’s first all-electric ship: 

 China has launched the world’s first all-electric ship, which can travel up to 80 km with 2000-tonnes cargo 

after a two-hour charge. The 70.5-metre-long ship, which weighs about 600 tonnes, was launched in 

Guangzhou in South Chinas Guangdong Province. The vessel, manufactured by the Guangzhou Shipyard 

International Company Ltd, is powered by a 26-tonne lithium battery.  

 It can cruise at the top speed of 12.8 km per hour. As the ships do not use fossil fuels, it has zero emission, 

including carbon, sulphur and PM2.5 and it could be used as a passenger liner or a working ship. 

USEFUL INFO 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi 

China President Xi Jinping 

Canada named TRAVEL + LEISURE 2017 destination of the year: 

 Canada has been named the '2017 Destination of the Year' by the Travel + Leisure magazine.  

 The magazine stated that Canada has welcomed refugees and immigrants, while hosting special events for its 

150th-anniversary celebrations.  

 Further, Travel + Leisure named Quebec City as the 'Top City in Canada', followed by Vancouver, Victoria, 

Montreal, and Halifax. 

USEFUL INFO 

Canada Capital Ottawa 

Canada Currency Canadian dollar 

Canada President Justin Trudeau 

Indonesia's Kevin Lilliana crowned Miss International 2017: 

 Indonesia's Kevin Lilliana was crowned Miss International 2017 in Tokyo.  

 This is the first Miss International title for Indonesia.  
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 Lilliana also won the award for being the best-dressed contestant. A total of 71 women participated in the 

beauty pageant this year. 

USEFUL INFO 

List of the winners for 2017 

Miss International 2017 Kevin Lilliana, Indonesia 

1st runner-up Curacao, Chanelle de Lau 

2nd runner-up Diana Croce Garcia, Venezuela 

3rd runner-up Amber Dew, Australia 

4th runner-up NatsukiTsutsui, Japan 

UN Climate Change Conference concludes: 

 The UN Climate Change Conference (COP23) ended after two weeks of talks in Boon, Germany.  

 Envoys from nearly 200 countries, including delegates from Washington, negotiated on implementing the 

Paris climate change agreement including a rulebook to be adopted next year and for enacting the global deal 

reached to cheers and champagne in 2015.  

 The November 6-17 conference is the first of the UN's climate body since US President Donald Trump 

announced in June that the US will withdraw from the agreement.  

 Meanwhile, United States again expressed its desire to withdraw from the Paris Agreement. 

USEFUL INFO 

UN Climate Change Conference Germany 

 

Germany replaces US as best country in Nation Brands Index: 

 Germany has replaced the United States as the country with the best "brand image," according to a new study 

of 50 countries released.  

 The Nation Brands Index (NBI) survey by German-based market research firm GfK and the British political 

consultant Simon An holt measured public opinion around the world on "the power and quality of each 

country's 'brand image'.  

 Germany moved up to first place after coming in second in 2016.  

 The U.S. dropped from top to sixth, with France, Britain, Canada and Japan taking spots two to five. 

Sudan committed to snap all trade, military ties with North Korea: 

 Sudan committed to severing all trade and military ties with North Korea.   

 The US State Department announced that, as Washington seeks to isolate Pyongyang over its nuclear and 

missile programmes, it welcomes the Government of Sudan's pledge and will continue engagement on this 

issue to ensure that this commitment is fully implemented.   

USEFUL INFO 

Sudan Capital Khartoum 

Sudan Currency Sudanese Pound 

Sudan President Omar al-Bashir 
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Turkey withdraws from NATO drills: 

 Turkey withdrew troops from NATO military exercises after Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan and 

Turkey's founding leader Mustafa Kemal Ataturk featured on an "enemy chart" during the drills.  

 NATO's Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg later issued an apology, claiming the incident was the result of an 

"individual's actions" and did not reflect the alliance's views. 

USEFUL INFO 

Turkey Capital Ankara 

Turkey Currency Turkish Lira 

Turkey President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 

China making fastest wind tunnel to test hypersonic weapons: 

 China is building the world’s fastest wind tunnel to simulate hypersonic flights of 12 kilometres per second as 

part of the country’s hypersonic weapons development program.  

 The tunnel will be completed in 2020, and will allow China to conduct ground tests of hypersonic aircraft, 

which could travel from China to the US in under 14 minutes. 

 Hypersonic aircraft are those that can reach speeds of Mach 5, which is five times the speed of sound.  

 The tunnel would detonate mixtures of oxygen, hydrogen and nitrogen to generate aircraft-testing 

shockwaves.  

Namami Barak festival begins in Silchar: 

 In Assam, the first ever Namami Barak festival begins at Police Parade ground in Silchar.  

 Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal will grace the occasion as chief guest for the opening ceremony of the 

three-day river festival.   

 Namami Barak is an attempt to pay tribute to the River Barak and to showcase of Barak's potential & 

possibilities to emerge as a hub of trade and commerce.   

 The event is being organised at 3 locations in Barak Valley also known as Southern Assam.  

Egypt to boost economic cooperation with India:  

 Egypt is keen on boosting economic cooperation with India specially in developing small and medium 

enterprises.  

 India is Egypt's 10th largest export destination and also the 10th largest import source.   

 Minister of Trade and Industry TarekKabil stated that there are possibilities to enhance bilateral cooperation in 

key areas like automotive industry, textile and leather products.  

 His remarks came during a meeting with Tamil Nadu's Minister of Rural Industries P. Benjamin who is in Cairo 

leading the Indian delegation participating in the MACTECH Fair, concluding in the Cairo International 

Convention Centre. 

USEFUL INFO 

Egypt Capital Cairo 

Egypt Currency Egyptian Pound 

Egypt President Abdel Fattah el-Sisi 
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114 nations launch urgent action to end TB by 2030: 

 As many as 114 nations agreed to take urgent action to end Tuberculosis (TB) by 2030, Report by the World 

Health Organisation (WHO).  

 The nations committed to engage in advance research and develop new tools to diagnose, treat, and prevent 

TB. TB causes more deaths in the world than any other infectious disease. 

 In an attempt to eradicate Tuberculosis (TB) by 2030, delegates from 114 countries have agreed to take 

urgent action to end the world's deadliest disease. The announcement came at the first WHO global 

ministerial conference in Moscow on ending tuberculosis.  

 Global efforts to combat TB have saved an estimated 53 million lives since 2000 and reduced the TB mortality 

rate by 37 per cent.  

Swiss parliament panel allows information exchange with India: 

 A Swiss parliamentary panel has approved the automatic exchange of information between Switzerland and 

India.  

 The pact allows the transfer of information including tax identification number and will help India in identifying 

accounts hoarding black money in Swiss banks.  

 However, the panel has asked the Swiss government to amend the pact and "strengthen concrete individual 

legal protection". 

 The pact will help provide a continuous access to details about alleged black money hoarders in once-all-

secret Swiss banks.  

USEFUL INFO 

Switzerland Capital Bern 

Switzerland Currency Swiss Franc 

Switzerland President Doris Leuthard 

India, China, US agree to cooperate more on cyberspace security: 

 The United States, India and China have agreed to work together to make cyberspace a safer and secured 

place to live and work.  

 A joint trilateral meeting between representatives from three countries was held at the Vivekananda 

International Foundation, a New-Delhi based think tank.  

 At a joint trilateral meeting, representatives from the three nations identified mechanisms for improving 

cooperation to investigate and respond to cyber incidents.  

 The delegation acknowledged that the threat of cyber security could not be ignored due to its socio-economic 

implications. 

USEFUL INFO 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi 

China President Xi Jinping 

USA Capital Washington, D.C. 
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USA Currency United States Dollar 

USA President Donald Trump 

Canada opens its first highway to the Arctic: 

 Canada has officially opened its first permanent highway to the Arctic Ocean.  

 The highway will connect Tuktoyaktuk, a Canadian hamlet on the Arctic Ocean which was previously 

accessible only by air or winter ice road, to the southern parts of the country.  

 The 138-km-long highway, which was first conceived in the 1960s, cost over Rs.1,500 crore in construction. 

USEFUL INFO 

Canada Capital Ottawa 

Canada Currency Canadian Dollar 

Canada Prime Minister Justin Trudeau 

China's military launches website to report fake news: 

 China's military launched a website inviting the public to report leaks and fake news, as well as illegal online 

activities by military personnel, the latest step in a push to ensure Communist Party control over the internet.  

 The new website is an effort to implement the guiding spirit of the Congress and will help maintain a “clear 

internet space” surrounding the military 

USEFUL INFO 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi 

China President Xi Jinping 

Sri Lankan PM Ranil Wickremesinghe arrives in Bangalore for 4 day visit to India: 

 Sri Lankan Prime Minister Ranil Wickremesinghe has arrived in Bengaluru for four-day visit to India.  

 In New Delhi, the visiting leader will have a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister NarendraModi and will also 

call on the President Ram Nath Kovind.   

 Wickremesinghe will be taking part at the opening ceremony of the 5th Global Conference on Cyberspace 

which will be inaugurated by Mr Modi.  

USEFUL INFO 

Sri Lanka Capital Colombo, Sri Jayawardenepura Kotte 

Sri Lanka Currency Sri Lankan Rupee 

Sri Lanka President Maithripala Sirisena 

India-Russia sign pact for visa free entry of flight crew: 

 India and Russia have agreed to implement the general declaration for visa free entry of the crew of chartered 

and scheduled flights between the two countries.  

 The agreement will facilitate visa free entry, stay and exit of crew of aircraft of the designated airlines as well 

as other aircraft companies operating chartered and special flights in the respective territories on reciprocal 

basis.  

 According to official estimates, around 1,200 scheduled flights ply between India and Russia every year.  
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USEFUL INFO 

Russia Capital Moscow 

Russia Currency Russian Ruble 

Russia President Vladimir Putin 

Robert Mugabe resigned his post as Zimbabwe’s president after 37 years: 

 Zimbabwe's President Robert Mugabe, who has ruled the nation for 37 years after its independence, resigned 

from his post.  

 The announcement came during a parliamentary session to impeach Mugabe after he ignored a deadline to 

resign. The country's military had placed Mugabe under house arrest last week. 

USEFUL INFO 

Capital Harare 

Currency United States Dollar, South African rand, Euro, Indian rupee, 

Pound sterling, Australian dollar, Renminbi, Botswana pula 

UK to launch driverless cars by 2021: 

 UK government plans to launch driverless cars by 2021.  

 UK government will announce $99 million funding for artificial intelligence to achieve the same in coming 

years.  

 A $529 million (£400 million) fund will also be announced for companies hoping to roll out charging points 

across the UK. 

USEFUL INFO 

UK Capital London 

UK Currency Pound Sterling 

UK Prime Minister Theresa May 

Singapore to get driverless buses from 2022: 

 Driverless buses will appear on some roads in Singapore from 2022 as part of plans to improve mobility in the 

land-scarce city-state.  

 Singapore has so far avoided the massive traffic jams that choke other Asian cities like Manila and Jakarta by 

imposing road tolls, spending massively on public transport and becoming one of the world’s most expensive 

places to own a car.  

 It now plans to embrace self-driving technology to further reduce reliance on cars and improve how people get 

around.  

 Driverless buses will be deployed during off-peak traffic hours in three new suburban towns designed to 

accommodate the vehicles in a pilot project 

USEFUL INFO 

Singapore Capital Singapore 

Singapore Currency Singapore Dollar 

Singapore President Halimah Yacob 
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Myanmar, Bangladesh signed a deal to return Rohingya Muslims: 

 Myanmar and Bangladesh signed a memorandum of understanding for the return of over six lakh Rohingya 

Muslims who had fled to Bangladesh to escape a violent crackdown by the Myanmar military.  

 The crisis started in August after Rohingya insurgents attacked Myanmar's security forces, triggering the 

crackdown which had been dubbed an "ethnic cleansing" by the United Nations. 

Iraq launches operation to clear last IS holdouts from desert: 

 Iraqi forces announced the launch of a major operation to flush remaining Islamic State group fighters out of 

the western desert near the border with Syria.   

 The arid, sparsely populated wastelands between the Tigris and Euphrates rivers are the last refuge of the 

jihadists in Iraq after troops and paramilitaries ousted them from both valleys and all urban areas.   

 The Iraqi army, the federal police and the Hashed al-Shaabi (Popular Mobilisation paramilitary units) began 

clearing the Al-Jazeera region straddling Salaheddin, Nineveh and Anbar provinces. 

USEFUL INFO 

Iraq Capital Baghdad 

Iraq Currency Iraqi Dinar 

Iraq President FuadMasum 

Trilateral meeting between leaders of Russia, Turkey, Iran held in Sochi: 

 A trilateral meeting between leaders of Russia, Turkey and Iran was held in Russian city of Sochi, to discuss 

ways to advance a political settlement in Syria.   

 In the joint statement after the talks, Russian President Valadmir Putin, Iranian President Hassan Rouhani and 

Turkish President RecepTayyip Erdogan called for the launch of political talks.   

 The three leaders emphasized the need for all parties in the Syrian conflict to release all prisoners and 

hostages and creating conditions for lasting cease-fire.  

 After the trilateral meeting, Russian President said, Syria’s leadership is committed to the peace process, 

constitutional reform and free elections. 

USEFUL INFO 

Russia Capital Moscow 

Russia Currency Russian Ruble 

Russia President Vladimir Putin 

Turkey Capital Ankara 

Turkey Currency Turkish Lira 

Turkey President Recep Tayyip Erdoğan 

Iran Capital Tehran 

Iran Currency Iranian Rial 

Iran President Hassan Rouhani 

China successfully launches remote sensing satellites: 
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 China successfully launched remote sensing satellites designed to conduct electromagnetic probes and other 

experiments.  

 The satellites, whose number is not specified yet, were launched on a Long March-2C rocket from Xichang 

Satellite Launch Center in southwestern Sichuan  

 The satellites have entered the preset orbit and launching mission was proclaimed a success, they will 

conduct electromagnetic probes and other experiments.  

 The satellites were carried by a Long March-6 rocket, a new generation of liquid-fuelled carrier rocket 

developed by China Aerospace Science and Technology Corporation. 

USEFUL INFO 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi 

China President Xi Jinping 

Nepal holds its first parliamentary elections in 18 years: 

 Nepal witnessed the first phase of the two-phase parliamentary elections, held for the first time since 1999.  

 Over 15 million voters will choose representatives for 275 seats in federal parliament and 550 seats in seven 

provincial assemblies.  

 While the second phase of elections is scheduled on December 7, the date for declaration of results has not 

been announced. 

USEFUL INFO 

Nepal Capital Kathmandu 

Nepal Currency Nepalese Rupee 

Nepal Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 

China to build third nuclear reactor in Pakistan: 

 China National Nuclear Corporation (CNNC) and the Pakistan Atomic Energy Commission (PAEC) have 

signed a deal to build a third nuclear reactor with HPR1000 technology to meet Pakistan's energy needs.  

 The 1,000-MW reactor will be constructed at the Chashma Nuclear Power Plant in Pakistan's Punjab 

province.  

 China is also constructing two Hualong One reactors with 1,100-MW capacity each near Karachi. 

USEFUL INFO 

Pakistan Capital Islamabad 

Pakistan Currency Pakistani Rupee 

Pakistan President Mamnoon Hussain 

Russian government approves Uber merger with Yandex: 

 The Russian government has given an approval to merge US-based Uber and Russia-based Yandex's ride-

sharing businesses.  

 As part of the deal, Uber will invest $225 million and Yandex will contribute $100 million into the new 

company.  
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 Uber announced the deal in July this year and will have a 36.6% ownership stake in the merged company.  

India agreed to provide 2.87 million US Dollar to Afghanistan's Transport network: 

 India will provide financial assistance of 2.87 million US Dollar to Afghanistan for the refurbishment of 350 

buses to help in strengthening the public transport system of capital Kabul.  

 The Indian Embassy in Kabul stated that a Memorandum of Understanding was signed between the Acting 

Afghan Minister of Transport, Mohammad Hameed Tahmasi and Indian Ambassador to Afghanistan Manpreet 

Vohra.  

USEFUL INFO 

Afghanistan Capital Kabul 

Afghanistan Currency Afghan Afghani 

Afghanistan President Ashraf Ghani 

Asian Development Bank to provide a 150 million USD loan to Nepal: 

 The Asian Development Bank will provide 150 million USD loan for Nepal to improve its urban infrastructure.  

 Shankar Prasad Adhikari, Secretary at the Ministry of Finance, and ADB country director Mukhtor 

Khamaudkhanov signed the agreement for investment that will cover eight municipalities located in southern 

Terai and far west of Nepal.  

 The project will be completed within five years and is expected to enhance urban infrastructure in the Terai 

region, reduce the flooding duration to less than an hour in its eight municipalities.  

USEFUL INFO 

Asian Development Bank Headquarters Mandaluyong, Philippines 

Asian Development Bank President Takehiko Nakao 

Nepal Capital Kathmandu 

Nepal Currency Nepalese Rupee 

Nepal Prime Minister Sher Bahadur Deuba 

   Bangladesh approves rupees 1,800 crore to Bhashan Char islands project for Rohingya: 

 Bangladesh has approved over Rs. 1,800 crore to transform the Bhashan Char island into a temporary camp 

for Rohingya refugees, despite warnings that the island could be inundated by floods.  

 The camp will house nearly 1 lakh refugees. This comes after Bangladesh and Myanmar signed a deal for the 

repatriation of refugees who fled to Bangladesh. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bangladesh Capital Dhaka 

Bangladesh Currency Bangladeshi Taka 

Bangladesh President Sheikh Hasina 

India, Singapore agreed to enhance security cooperation: 

 India and Singapore have agreed to further deepen security cooperation to collectively tackle the threat of 

terrorism.   
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 On regional security, both country Ministers reaffirmed the importance of maintaining maritime freedom of 

navigation and trade consistent with international law.   

 Both country Ministers also discussed Singapore’s proposal to expand the Code of Unplanned Encounters at 

Sea to all ASEAN Defence Ministers' Meeting ADMM-Plus countries as well as to establish guidelines for air 

encounters between military aircraft, to reduce the risk of miscalculations.  

USEFUL INFO 

Singapore Capital Singapore 

Singapore Currency Singapore Dollar 

Singapore President Halimah Yacob 

North Korea test-fires ballistic missile, going 4,500 km high: 

 North Korea test-fired its highest-ever intercontinental ballistic missile (ICBM), reaching an altitude of around 

4,500 km, over 10 times higher than the orbit of NASA's International Space Station, before landing off 

Japan's coast.  

 The test which is North Korea's 20th ballistic missile launch this year demonstrates it "can threaten 

everywhere in the world" 

USEFUL INFO 

North Korea Capital Pyongyang 

North Korea Currency North Korean won 

North Korea President Kim Jong-un 

Two day annual SCO meeting begins in Russian city of Sochi: 

 The annual meeting of Shanghai Cooperation Organisation (SCO) begins in Russian city of Sochi.  

 External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj represents India in the two-day summit which is likely to discuss 

regional security scenario, including situations in the Gulf and Afghanistan.   

 As a member of the SCO, India is expected to have a bigger say in pressing for concerted action in dealing 

with terrorism as well as on issues relating to security and defence in the region.  

 From June, India and Pakistan had become full-fledged members of the grouping. 

USEFUL INFO 

Russia Capital Moscow 

Russia Currency Russian Ruble 

Russia President Vladimir Putin 

Russia to launch ‘independent internet’ for BRICS nations: 

 Russia's Security Council has reportedly asked the country's government to develop an independent internet 

infrastructure for BRICS nations, which would continue to work in the event of global internet malfunctions.  

 The initiative was discussed at the October meeting of the Security Council, which is Russia’s top consultative 

body on national security.  

 President Vladimir Putin personally set a deadline of August 1, 2018 to complete 0.the task 

USEFUL INFO 
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BRICS Nations China, Russia, India, Brazil, South Africa 

India, Tunisia Agreed to Combat Terror, Extremism  

 India and Tunisia agreed to jointly combat terrorism and extremism while ramping up cooperation in the field 

of security. 

  A review of bilateral ties was undertaken as External Affairs MinisterSushma Swaraj co-chaired the 12th 

India- Tunisia Joint Commission Meeting with her Tunisian counterpart Khemaies Jhinaoui.  

 Six agreements in the fields of judicial cooperation, cooperation in youth issues, information and 

communications technology, trade and business, were also signed. 

Useful Info 

Country – Tunisia 

Capital – Tunis 

Currency – Tunisian dinar 

Present President of Tunisia – Beji Caid Essebsijas 

India sends 3000 relief packs for Rohingyas in Myanmar: 

 India has sent relief material consisting of 3,000 family relief packs to Myanmar's Rakhine state, where 

violence has triggered an outflow of Rohingya refugees.  

 Indian Air Force aircraft lands in Yangon, Myanmar, with 3000 family relief packs consisting of daily essentials 

including rice, oil, salt, sugar, soap, etc. for distribution amongst the displaced persons in Rakhine state 

 India has also sent relief material to Bangladesh for Rohingya refugees. 

USEFUL INFO 

Myanmar Capital Naypyidaw 

Myanmar Currency Burmese Kyat 

Myanmar President Htin Kyaw 

Kolkata-Khulna “Bandhan Express” flagged off: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi, Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina & West Bengal Chief Minister 

Mamata Banerjee flagged off a passenger train between India and Bangladesh which runs 

between Kolkata and Khulna. The fully air-conditioned weekly ‘Bandhan Express’ will run every Thursday 

between Kolkata and Khulna. 

 The three also inaugurated two bridges over the rivers Meghna and Titas in Bangladesh. Immigration and 

customs facilities were also inaugurated at Kolkata station. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bangladesh Capital Dhaka 

Bangladesh Currency Taka 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 

West Bengal Capital Kolkata 
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West Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banerjee 

Wes Bengal Governor K.N. Tripathi 

 

NEW APPOINTMENTS 

 

INTERNATIONAL APPOINTMENTS IN NOVEMBER 2017 

DESIGNATION PERSON 

Tata Steel Chief Executive Officer and Managing 

Director (globally) 

T V Narendran (Previously he worked as Managing 

Director of Tata Steel in India, South East Asia) 

Consul General of Korea 
Suresh Chukkapalli (Previously he worked as Chairman 

of Phoenix Group of Hyderabad) 

India’s Next High Commissioner to Pakistan 

Ajay Bisaria 

Useful Info: 

 Ajay Bisaria is currently ambassador to Poland.  

 He takes over from Gautam Bambawale 

Britain’s First female Black Rod 

Sarah Clarke  

Useful Info: 

 Sarah Clarke, who is currently championships 

director at the All England Lawn Tennis Club, 

will take on the historic post early next year. 

 She will be known as Lady Usher of the Black 

Rod 

Indian envoy to China Gautam Bambawale 

New Member of International Court of Justice (ICJ) 

Dalveer Bhandari(India) 

Useful Info: 

 The permanent members of the Security 

Council — USA, Russia, France and China and 

UK  

 ICJ Headquarters=> The Hague, Netherlands 

 ICJ Head=> Hisashi Owada 

UNICEF celebrity advocate 

Actor Trisha Krishnan(South India) 

Useful Info: 

 UNICEF Headquarters=> New York 

 UNICEF CEO=> Anthony Lake 

President of Zimbabwe Emmerson Mnangagwa (Succeeded by Robert 
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Mugabe) 

Useful Info: 

 He is country's second leader since 

independence. 

UK's first female ambassador to the UN Karen Pierce 

First Person to hold press gaggle aboard Air Force One Raj Shah (Indian American) 

First Sikh woman Mayor of U.S Preet Didbal (Currently Vice mayor) 

Next US Ambassador to India Kenneth Juster (Succeeded by Richard Verma) 

Women's Youth World Championships Ambassador 

Mary Kom 

Useful Info: 

 AIBA Women's Youth World Championships, 

which is being hosted at Guwahati, Assam  

UNESCO New Head France’s Audrey Azoulay (Succeeds Irina Bokova) 

President of 36th International Geological Congress 

(IGC) 

Scientist Vijay Prasad Dimri (Succeeded by Shailesh 

Nayak) 

Useful Info: 

 36th International Geological Congress (IGC)to 

be held in 2020 

World Packaging Organisation Ambassador 

AVPS Chakravarthi (Previously worked as Ecobliss 

India managing director) 

Useful Info: 

 World Packaging Organisation’s 99th board 

meeting held at Rio de Geneiro, Brazil. 

UNAIDS Special Ambassador 
Quarraisha Abdool Karim (South African Indian-origin 

AIDS researcher and Professor) 

 

NATIONAL APPOINTMENTS IN NOVEMBER 2017 

DESIGNATION PERSON 

Tata Steel Executive Director and Chief Financial 

Officer (Period of 5 Years) 

Koushik Chatterjee 

Useful Info: 

 Founder of TATA Steels - Jamsetji Tata 

 Headquarters – Mumbai 

Bharti AXA Life Insurance Chief Executive Officer 

Vikas Seth 

Useful Info: 

 Bharti AXA Life Insurance (a joint venture 

between Bharti Enterprises and AXA) 
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 started in 2006. 

 It brings together the Paris-headquartered AXA 

Group and Bharti Enterprises. 

 The joint venture has a 51% stake from Bharti 

and 49% stake from AXA 

President’s Private Secretary 
Vikram Singh (Previously he worked as Indian Railway 

Traffic Service Officer) 

Minister of State for Commerce and Industry Minister’s 

Private Secretary 

P C Meena (IAS officer) 

Useful Info: 

 Minister of State for Commerce and Industry C 

R Chaudhary. 

Indian Navy’s first woman pilot 

Shubhangi Swaroop 

Useful Info: 

 Shubhangi Swaroop, who hails from Uttar 

Pradesh. 

 Three other women cadets, Astha Segal from 

New Delhi, Roopa A from Puducherry and 

Sakthi Maya S from Kerala, also created history 

by becoming the country’s first women officers 

at the Naval Armament Inspectorate (NAI) 

branch of the Navy. 

 Navy chief Admiral Sunil Lanba.  

Karnataka’s First Woman Police Chief Neelamani N. Raju(Succeeded by Rupak Kumar Dutta) 

First woman Senior Deputy Director General of Tamil 

Nadu  

N Poonguzhali (Previously she worked as BSNL Chief 

General Manager of Tamil Nadu Circle) 

Useful Info: 

 Senior Deputy Director General of Tamilnadu, 

the position comes under Telecom Enforcement 

Resource Monitoring (TERM), Department of 

Telecommunications (DoT). 

 Governor of Tamilnadu- Banwarilal Purohit 

Finance Secretary 

Hasmukh Adhia (Previously worked as Revenue 

Secretary) 

Useful Info: 

 Preceded by - Ashok Lavasa 

 There are five departments under the Finance 

Ministry- Expenditure, Economic Affairs, 
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Financial Services, Revenue and Department of 

Investment and Public Asset management 

(DIPAM). 

Chairperson of  Second World Hindu Congress 2018 

Tulsi Gabbard 

Useful Info: 

 Second World Hindu Congress 2018 to be held 

at Chicago in USA World Hindu 

Congress(WHC) is organized by the World 

Hindu Foundation. 

 WHC is a global platform for Hindus held once 

in every four years. 

 1st World Hindu Congress, 2014=> New Delhi, 

India 

Newly appointed advisors of USISPF 

Arvind Panagariya (Economist) and Kanwal Sibal 

(Former foreign secretary) 

Useful Info: 

 USISPF => US-India Strategic and Partnership 

Forum 

 USISPF President=> Dr. Mukesh Aghi 

 Aravind Pangariya=> Former Vice Chairman of 

the NITI (National Institution for Transforming 

India) Aayog. 

 Dr. Rajiv Kumar =>Current Vice Chairman of the 

NITI Aayog 

 Amitab Kant =>Current CEO of NITI Aayog 

First woman President of NASSCOM 

Debjani Ghosh (Previously he worked as Managing 

director of Intel South Asia) 

Useful Info: 

 He will succeed R Chandrashekhar after 

completion of his tenure in March next year.  

 NASSCOM=>The National Association of 

Software and Services Companies. 

 Headquarters=> New Delhi  

 Chairman=>Raman Roy 

 Vice Chairman=>Rishad Premji   

Director general of Doordarshan News 

Ira Joshi (Succeeded by Veena Jain) 

Useful Info: 

 Earlier he worked as Director general of Press 
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Information Bureau(PIB). 

President of Press Club of India Gautam Lahiri 

MD & CEO of Aegon Life Insurance 

Vineet Arora (effective January 2018) 

Useful Info: 

 Succeeded by K S Gopalakrishnan 

 Aegon Life Insurance Headquarters=> Mumbai  

First woman Secretary General of Lok Sabha 

Snehlata Shrivastava(Previously worked as Joint 

Secretary in the Law Ministry) 

Useful Info: 

 Succeeded by Anoop Mishra 

 Rajya Sabha has had a woman secretary-

general =>B S Rama Devi 

India's Sherpa for G20 Shaktikanta Das 

Air India CMD 

Pradeep Singh Kharola(Succeeded by Rajiv Bansal) 

Useful Info: 

 Previously he worked as Managing Director of 

Bangalore Metro Rail Corporation Ltd. 

First Chairman of National Anti-Profiteering Authority 

(NAA) 

BN Sharma 

Useful Info: 

 National Anti-Profiteering Authority Members=> 

JC Chauhan,Bijay Kumar, 

CL Mahar and R Bhagyadevi. 

AIFF Ombudsman 

Bhaskar Ganguly (Former football captain) 

Useful Info: 

 All India Football Federation (AIFF) 

Ombudsman appointed by Supreme Court. 

Chairman of Bombay Stock Exchange (BSE) Sethurathnam Ravi (Succeeded by Dhirendra Swarup) 

SEBI Executive Director 

Anand Rajeshwar Baiwar(Previously worked as Indian 

Revenue Service (IRS) officer) 

Useful Info: 

 Other executive directors are P K Nagpal, S 

Ravindran, S V Murali Dhar Rao, S K Mohanty 

and Ananta Barua. 

Madras HC judge Justice Satrughana Pujahari 

IDSA President 

Nirmala Sitharaman 

Useful Info: 

 Institute for Defence Studies and 
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Analysis=>(IDSA) 

 Succeeded by Goa’s CM Manohar Parrikar 

15th Finance Commission chairman 

NK Singh 

Useful Info: 

 14th Finance Commission chairman=> Y. 

Venugopal Reddy. 

 

 

 

 

AWARDS AND HONOURS 

LIST OF AWARDS AND HONOURS IN NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Name of the 

Person/Places/Flim 
Field Name of the Award Useful Info 

K Satchidanandan Malayalam Poet EzhuthachanPuraskarm 2017  

Arunava Sinha 

For the book 

[Sangeeta 

Bandyopadhyay’s Bengali 

book “The Yogini”] 

Indian Translator PEN Translates 2017 Grand 

He also won the 

Crossword translation 

award, for Sankar’s 

Chowringhee (2007) and 

Anita Agnihotri’s 

Seventeen (2011), 

respectively. 

United Nation High 

Commission for Refugees 
Social Justice Mother Terasa Award 2017 

Harmony Foundation 

Chairman- Abraham 

Mathai. 

Mother Teresa Memorial 

Award- instituted in 2005. 

Past Awardees- The Dalai 

Lama, Malala Yousefzai, 

Anna Hazare, Colin 

Gonsalves. 

Manmohan Singh   Dr Manmohan Singh- 
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(India’s Former Prime 

Minister and Former 

Governor of RBI) 

Peace, Disarmament 

and development 

Indira Gandhi Peace Prize India’s fourteenth Prime 

Minister. 

Born in 26th September 

1932 in Punjab province 

of undivided India. 

Girish Karnad 

Contribution in the field 

of theatre at the Tata 

Literature Live in 

Mumbai. 

Lifetime Achievement Award 

Book of the year written 

won by the book -'Age of 

Anger: A History of the 

Present' written by Pankaj 

Mishra 

Rajkummar Rao Actor Asia Pacific Screen Awards 

He also won CNN-IBN 

Indian of the Year Award 

2017 for Entertainment 

category. And the winner 

of Star Screen Awards 

2017 in Best Actor 

(Critics) category. 

IISER  Pune students Engineers 

Silver medal in International 

Genetically Engineered 

Machines (iGEM) 

Held at Boston, USA 

 

Golden Temple Tourist Place 
Most visited place of the 

world 

Located at 

Amristar,Punjab 

Chief Minister of Punjab is 

Amarinder Singh. 

Demi-Leigh Nel-Peters Model Miss Universe 2017 

She is from South Africa, 

Capital of South Africa is 

Cape Town and currency 

is Rand. 

Ishaan Khatter Actor 
Bosphorus International Film 

Festival 

Venue of the festival is 

Istanbul, Turkey. 

Currency of Turkey is 

Turkish Lira. 

'120 Beats Per Minute' French Film 
Golden Peacock Award in 

IFFI 2017 

Venue: Goa 

Governor-   Mridula Sinha 

Chief Minister- Manohar 

Parrikar 

K.J. Yesudas Singer Sangeetha Kalasarathy He was honoured in 
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award Sabha’s 117th year 

December Music Festival 

Royal Opera House 
Cultural Heritage 

Conservation 
UNESCO Asia- Pacific Award 

It is located in Mumbai, 

Maharashtra 

Natalie Portman 

commitment to social 

causes and deep 

connection to her 

Jewish and Israeli roots 

Jewish Nobel Prize 

Natalie Portman was also 

awarded as Israel’s 2018 

Genesis Prize 

Kevin Lilliana Model Miss International 2017 

First runner-up: Chanelle 

Wilhelmina Maria 

(Curacao), 

Miss National Costume: 

Natsuki Tsutsui (Japan), 

Miss International Asia: 

Nam Seung Woo (Korea). 

Master Akash Manoj 

(Won Gold) 

(from Tamilnadu) 

Innovation National Child Awards 2017 

Ram Nath Kovind 

awarded 16 Children, 1 

gold medal, 15 silver 

medal 

Andhra Pradesh Mineral 

Development Corporation 

(APMDC) 

social contribution in 

country value 
Abu Dhabi Award 

Andhra Pradesh capital 

Amaravathi 

CM-Chandrababu Naidu 

Governor-ESL 

Narasimhan 

Sergio Ramirez 
Author and former 

politician 
2017 Cervantes Prize 

He is from Spain 

Spain’s capital Madrid 

Currency Euro 

He also won Alfaguara 

award in 1998. For the 

book Margarita, esta linda 

la mar 

Nabaneeta Dev Sen Bengali Writer Big Little Book Award 2017 
He already Won Sahitya 

Akademi award 

Manik Banerjee Journalist 

'Life Time Achievement 

Award' by the Indian 

Mountaineering Foundation 

(IMF) 
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Hiroshi Marui Japan Professor 

3rd ICCR Distinguished 

Indologist Award from Indian 

Council for Cultural 

Relations(ICCR) 

Japan capital Tokyo 

and Currency Yen 

Krishna Sobti Hindi Writer 2017 Jnanpith Award 
He was from Gujarat, now 

in Pakistan 

Apollo Munich Health 

Insurance 
Insurance Com-pany 

General Insurance Company 

of the Year 
 

IIM Bangalore – 22nd 

IIM- Ahmedabad 23rd 

ISB Calcutta on 46th 

Institutes in India 
world top 50 management 

schools 
 

The School Bag Indian Short Flim 
South Asian Film Festival of 

Montreal(SAFFA) 

Director-Dheeraj Jindal 

Held at Canada, Canada’s 

capital Ottawa ,Currency 

Canadian Dollar 

 

 

MoU AND AGREEMENTS 

 

Hyperloop One signs MoU with Maharashtra and Karnataka to identify routes: 

 US-based high-speed transport technology startup Virgin Hyperloop One has signed MoUs with governments 

of Maharashtra and Karnataka to conduct feasibility study of routes in the states. 

 The hyperloop mode uses technology in which a vehicle in a special tunnel floats above the track, using 

magnetic levitation, at a top speed of over 1,000 km per hour. 

 It could reduce commute time between Pune and Mumbai to about 14 minutes. Citizens could commute 10 

times farther in the same amount of time by connecting regions in Karnataka. 

Indiana, Karnataka in Pact for Sister-State Ties  

 Indiana, a State in the US, and Karnataka has signed an agreement to establish sister-state ties for 

cooperation in economic, educational and cultural fields.  

 The two states will focus on workforce development, academic co-operation, information and communications 

technologies, advanced manufacturing, and materials.  

 The agreement was signed between Indiana Governor Eric J Holcomb and Priyank Khage, Karnataka Minister 

for IT, BT and Tourism. 

Useful Info 

Country – United States of America 

Capital – Washington D.C 

Currency – US Dollar 
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Assam Signs MoUs with Singapore for Skilling State’s Youth  

 Assam government has MoUs and Terms of Reference (ToR) with Singapore for skilling youth of the state.  

 The MoU and ToR for North East Skills Centre (NESC) were signed between Skill, Employment and 

Entrepreneurship Department, of Assam government and ITE Education Service, Singapore.  

 An MoU for Guwahati City Greening was inked between the Guwahati Metropolitan Development Authority 

and Singapore Corporation Enterprise. 

Useful Info 

State – Assam 

Capital – Dispur 

CM – Sarbananda Sonowal 

Governor – Jagdish Mukhi 

Yes Bank Signs MoU with Government for Rs 1,000 Crore Financing  

 Private sector lender Yes Bank signed an agreement with the government to provide Rs 1,000 crore financing 

for food processing projects.  

 The funding will be provided to around 100 food processing projects with an average ticket size of Rs 10 crore 

each.  

 The Focus will be on projects across backend infrastructure, cold chain creation of new processing units, 

expansion of existing units, forward linkages and food processing clusters in various locations in India, 

amongst others. 

Useful Info 

Yes Bank Headquarters – Mumbai 

MD & CEO of Yes Bank – Rana Kapoor 

Odisha Skill Development Authority (OSDA) and Singapore-based ITE Education Services (ITEES) signed a MoU 

for skill development in the State 

 Odisha Skill Development Authority (OSDA) and Singapore-based ITE Education Services (ITEES) signed a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) for skill development in the State.  

 ITEES is a subsidiary of Singapore’s prestigious Institute of Technical Education (ITE). 100 ITI teachers will be 

trained at Singapore at the ITE in 2018 as per the provision of the MoU. 

Useful Info 

State – Odisha 

Capital – Bhubaneshwar 

CM – Naveen Patnaik 

Governor - SC Jamir 

A MoU of Rs 10, 000 Crore was signed between the Government of India (GoI) and Patanjali 

 A memorandum of understanding (MoU) of Rs 10, 000 Crore was signed between the Government of India 

(GoI) and Patanjali at the World Food India 2017.  

 The MoU was signed by Managing Director of Patanjali, Acharya Balkrishna and Harsimrat Kaur Badal, the 

Union Cabinet Minister of Food Processing in the Government of India. 
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Useful Info 

Union Cabinet Minister of Food Processing – Harsimrat Kaur Badal 

Constituency – Bhatinda (Punjab) 

India Signs Loan Agreement for “OHEPEE” Project with World Bank for US $119 Million  

 A Financing Agreement for IBRD loan of US$ 119 million (equivalent) for the “Odisha Higher Education 

Programme for Excellence & Equity (OHEPEE) Project” was signed with the World Bank.  

 The Objective of the project is to improve the quality of 'students’ equitable access to selected institutions and 

enhance governance of the higher education system in Odisha. The closing date for the project is 30th 

November, 2022. 

Useful Info 

IBRD- International Bank for Reconstruction and Development 

Headquarters of World Bank – Washington D.C, USA 

President of World Bank -Jim Yong Kim 

State – Odisha 

Capital – Bhubaneshwar 

CM – Naveen Patnaik 

Governor – S C Jamir 

Kerala government inked an MoU with Intel and UST Global 

 The Kerala government inked an MoU with Intel and UST Global for exploring the possibility of transforming 

the state into an electronic hardware manufacturing hub. The MoU was signed by the state IT department, 

Intel and UST Global in the presence of Chief Minister Pinarayi Vijayan.  

 Kerala government was committed to make the state an electronic hardware manufacturing hub. To achieve 

this goal, government had taken the initial steps by setting up the Kerala Electronics and Hardware Mission. 

Useful Info 

State – Kerala 

Capital – Tiruvananthapuram 

CM – Pinarayi Vijayan 

Governor – P Sathasivam 

Microsoft & Ola is building a new connected vehicle platform for car manufacturers 

 Microsoft, Ola is building a new connected vehicle platform for car manufacturers worldwide.  

 As part of the partnership, Ola announced that Microsoft will be its preferred cloud provider.  

 At the heart of the partnership is Ola Play, that will leverage Microsoft Artificial Intelligence (AI) and Internet of 

Things (IoT). It will also provide auto manufacturers with custom digital experiences for their customers. 

Useful Info 

Co-founder and CEO of Ola-Bhavish Aggarwal 

Headquarters of Microsoft - Redmond, Washington, United States 

Microsoft  CEO –Satya Nadella 

Government notifies Tax Avoidance protocol between India and New Zealand: 
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 The Government of India has notified the third protocol between India and New Zealand for avoidance of 

double taxation and prevention of fiscal evasion with respect to taxes on income. 

 The protocol aims to update the existing framework of exchange of tax-related information to latest 

international standard which will help curb tax evasion and tax avoidance between the two countries and will 

also enable mutual assistance in collection of taxes. 

 The protocol entered into force in India on September 7, 2017. 

USEFUL INFO 

New Zealand Capital Wellington 

New Zealand Currency New Zealand Dollar 

New Zealand Prime Minister Jacinda Ardern 

India, Russia ink anti-terror pact: 

 India and Russia agreed to help each other in combating terrorism.   

 The agreement between the two countries for cooperation in tackling all forms of terrorism was signed by 

Home Minister Rajnath Singh and Russia's Interior Minister Vladimir Kolokoltsev in Moscow after they held 

wide-ranging talks.   

 The two strategic partners asserted that there were no good or bad terrorists and the menace should be 

fought jointly.   

 During the meeting, the ministers emphasized the strength of the relationship between India and Russia that 

has been consolidated over the past 70 years in all areas. 

USEFUL INFO 

Russia Capital Moscow 

Russia Currency Russian Ruble 

Russia President Vladimir Putin 

India, Greece signs Air Services Agreement: 

 India and Greece signed Air Services Agreement and MoU on Cooperation in the field of New and Renewable 

Energy in New Delhi.   

 The pacts were inked after talks between External Affairs Minister Sushma Swaraj and visiting Minister for 

Foreign Affairs of Greece Nikos Kotzias.  

 The two leaders held a detailed discussion on all aspects of the bilateral relationship.  

 They also re-affirmed commitment to further expand cooperation in mutually beneficial spheres.  

USEFUL INFO 

Greece Capital Athens 

Greece Currency Euro 

Greece President Prokopis Pavlopoulos 

India, Philippines inked four agreements in various fields: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi attended bilateral meetings with the US President Donald Trump and the 

Philippines President Rodrigo Duterte in Manila. 
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 The meetings took place on the sidelines of the ASEAN and related summits that are underway in the 

Philippines capital.   

 The agreements were signed in fields of defence cooperation and logistics, agriculture, micro, small and 

medium enterprises, and cooperation between Indian Council of World Affairs and Philippines Foreign 

Services Institute. 

USEFUL INFO 

Philippines Capital – Manila 

Philippines Currency - Philippine Peso 

Philippines President - Rodrigo Duterte 

India, France agrees to deepen security co-operation: 

 India and France have agreed to deepen security co-operation, bilaterally and in the multilateral fora, and 

strengthen strong commitment to combating terrorism in all its forms and manifestations.   

 Both countries have vowed to get rid of the menace of terrorism.  

 Both countries have decided to further improve the defence and economic co-operation. Civil nuclear co-

operation is an important pillar of the bilateral engagement. 

USEFUL INFO 

France Capital Paris 

France Currency Euro, CFP Franc 

France President Emmanuel Macron 

India, China Hold First Border Talk After Doklam Standoff: 

 India and China held their first meeting on the border consultation and coordination mechanism in Beijing after 

the Doklam standoff and reviewed the situation in all the sectors of their border and exchanged views on 

enhancing CBMs and military contacts.  

 The 10th round of the Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination on India-China Border Affairs 

(WMCC) was held in Beijing 

 The WMCC was established in 2012 as an institutional mechanism for consultation and coordination for the 

maintenance of peace and tranquility in the India-China border areas. 

USEFUL INFO 

China Capital Beijing 

China Currency Renminbi 

China President Xi Jinping 

Election Commission of India teams up with Facebook to encourage youth to vote: 

 The Election Commission and Facebook announced a partnership under which the social media giant will 

remind the youth who recently turned 18 to register to vote by sending those reminders on their Facebook 

profile.  

 Under the campaign, all users who are going to turn 18 between now and December 31 will get a “birthday 

wish” message on their birthday with a reminder encouraging them to register with the poll panel to vote.  
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 To those who have already turned 18 this year, same reminder will be sent on November 30.  

 The remainder will be sent in 13 languages -- English, Hindi, Gujarati, Tamil, Telugu, Malayalam, Kannada, 

Punjabi, Bengali, Urdu, Assamese, Marathi and Oriya. 

USEFUL INFO 

Election Commission of India Headquarters New Delhi 

Chief Election Commissioner of India Achal Kumar Jyoti 

Election Commissioner of India Om Prakash Rawat, Sunil Arora 

 

Greece supports India's bid for UNSC permanent membership: 

 Greece supports India in its bid for permanent membership in the UN Security Council. 

 The two country leaders also agreed to deepen India-Greece bilateral cooperation and inked a pact for 

launching the first direct flight service between the two countries. 

 Greece supports India in its bid for permanent membership in the UN Security Council though not the others in 

the G4 group.  

 The G4 nations seeking UNSC permanent membership also comprise Japan, Germany and Brazil. 

USEFUL INFO 

Greece Capital Athens 

Greece Currency Euro 

Greece President Prokopis Pavlopoulos 

 

SUMMIT AND CONFERENCE 

 

President of India Inaugurates 21st World Congress of Mental Health  

 The President of India, Shri Ram Nath Kovind, inaugurated the 21st World Congress of Mental Health 

being organized by the World Federation for Mental Health in partnership with Caring Foundation and other 

institutions in New Delhi.  

 The World Congress of Mental Health was took place in India for the first time. 

Useful Info 

Present President of India – Ram Nath Kovind 

Present Vice President of India – Venkaiah Naidu 

PM Modi Inaugurated International Mega Food event, World Food India 2017 

 Narendra Modi inaugurated the most anticipated International Mega Food event- World Food India 2017, the 

biggest congregation of global investors and business leaders of major food companies.  

 The event is organised by the Food Processing Industries Ministry in Delhi.  

 The three-day event aims to transform food economy and realise the vision of doubling of farmers' income by 

establishing India as a preferred investment destination and sourcing hub for the global food processing 

industry. 
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Useful Info 

Present PM of India – Narendra Modi 

Latvia Prime Minister Kucinskis holds talk with PM Modi 

 Latvia Prime Minister Maris Kucinskis held talks with Prime Minister NarendraModi at Hyderabad House in 

New Delhi. 

Useful Info 

Country – Latvia 

Capital – Riga 

Currency – Euro 

A two-day seminar was held in Shillong to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Prasar Bharati: 

 A two-day seminar was held in Shillong to celebrate the 20th anniversary of Prasar Bharati on the occasion of 

Public Broadcasting Day. This seminar was addressed by Director General of All India Radio, Mr Fayyaz 

Sheheryar. 

USEFUL INFO 

Meghalaya Capital – Shillong 

Meghalaya Chief Minister – Mukul Sangma 

Meghalaya Governor - Ganga Prasad 

President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurates 37th India International Trade Fair in Delhi: 

 President Ram Nath Kovind inaugurated the 37th India International Trade Fair at Pragati Maidan in Delhi.  

USEFUL INFO 

New Delhi Chief Minister – Arvind Kejriwal 

New Delhi Governor - Anil Baijal 

India-Canada Technology Summit held in New Delhi: 

 India-Canada Technology Summit in New Delhi, Dr Harsh Vardhan said, harnessing Science and Technology 

that connects people and market can help the economy of two nations. 

 He said India is tremendously focussed on advanced technology development and the country ranks 3rd in 

Science publications, with a growth rate of 14 per cent.   

USEFUL INFO 

Canada Capital - Canadian Dollar 

Canada Currency - Ottawa 

Canada President - Justin Trudeau 

India’s first Tribal Entrepreneurship Summit held in Chhattisgarh: 

 India’s first Tribal Entrepreneurship Summit has been organised at Dantewada in the Bastar region of 

Chhattisgarh.   

 The event was organized by NITI Aayog in partnership with Government of United States of America. The 

event is a part of 8th Global Entrepreneurship Summit being held in India.   

 The summit will see the participation of tribal entrepreneurs from various sectors across the country and 

abroad.  
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USEFUL INFO 

Chhattisgarh Capital Raipur 

Chhattisgarh Chief Minister Raman Singh 

Chhattisgarh Governor Balram Dass Tandon 

India to organise global conference on Cyberspace: 

 India was organised a global conference on Cyberspace. Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated this 

conference. 

 The main objective of the conference is to have mutual understanding of latest practices in cyberspace, more 

coordination and security measures.  

 IT ministers from 33 countries will participate in this conference. 10,000 people will participate in the 

conference through technology. 20 Exhibitions will also be organised during the event. 

 

India hosted   international congress on military medicine: 

 India is for the first time hosting the World Congress of the International Committee of Military Medicine  

 It was formally inaugurated by Admiral Sunil Lanba, Navy Chief and Chairman, Chiefs of Staff Committee.  

 It is a platform to share medical best practices and also foster long term bonds.  

 Around 350-400 foreign delegates from 80 countries are expected to take part in the 42nd edition of the 

Congress. 

USEFUL INFO 

Theme Military Medicine in Transition: Looking 

Ahead 

Home Minister chairs 12th meeting of standing Committee of Inter-State Council: 

 The 12th meeting of the standing committee of the inter-state council held in New Delhi. 

 The issues discussed in meeting included, financial transfers from Centre to States, GST, devolution of 

functions to local bodies, district planning, special provisions for Fifth and Sixth scheduled areas, communal 

harmony, deployment of central forces, migration and criminal justice system.  

 The committee also finalized 118 recommendations. Union Ministers ArunJaitley, Thaawar Chand Gehlot, 

Chief Ministers of Chhattisgarh, Odisha, Rajasthan and Tripura were present in the meeting.  

 Minister of Law Ravi Shankar Prasad, Minister of Housing and Urban Affairs Hardeep Singh Puri were present 

as special invitees. 

Prime Minister Modi inaugurates 8th edition of Global Entrepreneurship Summit in Hyderabad: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the 8th edition of the Global Entrepreneurship Summit (GES) in 

Hyderabad.  

 It is a pre-eminent gathering of entrepreneurs, investors, and supporters from around the world. The three-day 

event hosted by India and the United States is being held for the first time in South Asia.  

 This year’s summit theme demonstrates the commitment of the United States and Indian governments to the 

principle that when women are economically empowered, their communities and countries thrive.  
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 Women entrepreneurs help drive innovation and job creation, as well as address the world’s greatest and 

most critical challenges. 

USEFUL INFO 

Theme of the Summit 2017 Women First, Prosperity for All 

Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated HT Leadership Summit in New Delhi: 

 Prime Minister Narendra Modi inaugurated the Hindustan Times Leadership Summit in New Delhi.   

 Former US President Barack Obama, Afghanistan Chief Executive Abdullah Abdullah, Union Ministers Arun 

Jaitley, Ravi Shankar Prasad, Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister Yogi Adityanath and Chattishgarh Chief Minister 

Dr Raman Singh will also address different sessions during the two-day event. 

President inaugurated conference on National Law Day in New Delhi: 

 President Ramnath Kovind inaugurated the conference on National Law Day in New Delhi.  

 The two-day conference, organized by the NITI Aayog, in association with Law Commission of India, will 

deliberate on issues concerning the country's judicial system.  

The theme of the conference is 'structural reforms for overcoming delays in justice delivery' and 'scope of 

judicial powers; judicial activism'. 

 

 

MOBILE APP AND WEB PORTAL 

 

Piyush Goyal has launched ‘Grahak Sadak Koyla Vitaran App’ benefitting customers of Coal India Limited (CIL) 

 Piyush Goyal, Union Minister of Railways & Coal has launched ‘Grahak Sadak Koyla Vitaran App’ benefitting 

customers of Coal India Limited (CIL) lifting coal through road mode. 

 The customer friendly app, launched recently in Kolkata on CIL’s Foundation Day, helps achieve transparency 

in despatch operations, as a tool to monitor, whether the dispatches are made on the fair principle of ‘First in 

First Out’. 

Useful Info 

Union Minister of Railways & Coal – Piyush Goyal 

Constituency - Maharashtra, Rajya Sabha 

Government launched its Second and last phase of BharatNet project: 

 The Government will launch its second and final phase of BharatNet project to provide high-speed broadband 

service in all Gram Panchayats by March 2019. 

 It will be implemented at an outlay of around 34 thousand crore rupees. 

 Department of Telecommunications is organizing a National Conference in New Delhi in which it will sign 

MoUs with states for the implementation of the second phase of BharatNet.  

Trial courts launch e-mail alerts for updates on case status: 

 Trial courts have launched an e-mail alerts facility wherein litigants are sent updates on the proceedings in 

their case, the date of next hearing, and reminders before the hearing date via e-mail.  

 Launched under the e-courts programme, the automated facility can also be availed by advocates.  
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 The initiative is aimed at ensuring transparency and efficiency in court proceedings. 

Facebook brings in disaster response tools and maps to India: 

 Facebook has partnered with the National Disaster Management Authority (NDMA) and SEEDS, a non-profit 

body, in India, to offer tools to these agencies to help them respond more effectively to natural disasters. 

 Facebook will offer ‘disaster maps data’ that illustrate aspects like people’s movement and concentration of 

Facebook users in the given area before and after a calamity. 

 The programme will be piloted in two disaster-prone States — Assam and Uttarakhand. 

USEFUL INFO 

Disaster Maps was introduced globally in June and the tools are deployed in USA and 

Peru. 

Facebook CEO Mark Zuckerberg 

Facebook Headquarters California, USA 

The union finance Arun Jaitley has launched SBI's unified integrated app YONO (You Only Need One).  

 ‘YONO’ is the first digital banking platform which offers customized products to the customer. SBI has tied with 

60 e-commerce players, including Amazon, Ola, Flipkart, Yatra, etc. to provide more facility other than banking 

services.  

 The application can be accessed on the web browser and mobile phones Android and iOS platforms.  

Prime Minister Narendra Modi has launched an all in one app at the Global Conference on Cyber Space, as an 

initiative to promote Digital India Program Umang App: 

 UMANG stands for Unified Mobile Application for New-age Governance and can be downloaded by the 

people to avail various Government services.  

 The Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY) and National e-Governance Division (NeGD) 

have together developed this app.  

 The app provides 162 services from 33 state and central government departments and four states.  

Digital payment platform has introduced payments using “BHIM UPI” BHIM (Bharat Interface for Money) UPI 

(Unified Payment Interface) on its platform Paytm: 

 Now, users can create their own Paytm BHIM UPI ID on the app, which will be issued by Paytm Payments 

Bank.  

 As per the National Payments Corporation of India (NPCI) guidelines, users can send up to Rs. 1 lakh a day 

using BHIM UPI; while there's no receiving limit.  

All direct-to-home (DTH) operators to enable online payment system to promote digital transaction: Telecom 

Regulatory Authority of India (TRAI). 

 The initiative will help in promoting a less-cash economy and provide convenience to consumers.  

 DTH operators should enable online payment system using BHIM, UPI and Bharat QR code  

Union Minister Smt Maneka Gandhi has launched online complaint Management System for working women to 

lodge complaints of sexual harassment at workplace SHe-Box.  
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 The SHe-Box has been launched to provide platform to aggrieved women to make their complaints directly so 

that suitable action is taken to redress their grievances.  

The Union Minister RK Singh has launched the National Power Portal (NPP) for collation and dissemination of 

Indian power sector information http://npp.gov.in  

 The Dashboard would also act as the single point interface for all Power Sector Apps launched previously by 

the Ministry, like TARANG, UJALA, VIDYUT PRAVAH, GARV, URJA and MERIT.  

 The system is available 24x7 and ensures effective and timely collection of data.  

The union minister ‘R.K. Singh’ has launched the Pradhan Mantri Sahaj Bijli Har Ghar Yogna ‘Saubhagya’ Web 

Portal http://saubhagya.gov.in: 

 On 25th September 2017, ‘Saubhagya’ scheme was launched by PM Modi with an amount of Rs. 16,320 

Crore.  

 The Union govt. will provide all willing households in rural areas and poor families in urban areas free 

electricity connections identified under Socio-Economic and Caste Census (SECC) data 2011.  

YES bank unveiled a BHIM YES PAY by fully integrating the application with all the India Stack APIs and NPCI 

Products: 

 Now, BHIM YES PAY supports e-KYC, UPI, IMPS, RuPay, BBPS and BharatQR making customers’ as well 

as retailers’ digital journey smooth  

 YES BANK has over 5.5 lakh registered users on BHIM YES PAY and more than 2 lakh users have already 

availed either UPI or Virtual Card Services to carry out P2P payments and online shopping.  

Union independent minister Giriraj singh launched MSME samadhan portal: 

 Name of the portal :http://msefc.msme.gov.in 

 It was launched to provide information about bending ling payment of MSMs with individual CPSE’s, central 

government state ministers, etc. 

Indian Army released an Integrated Quarter Master Package software Application: 

 Integrated Quarter Master package(IQMP)  software application released by vice chief of army Lt Gen Sarath 

Chand  at New delhi. 

 It was developed by TCS, and it was launched to automate the various logistics related functions of an Army 

unit. 

Western Railways Launches 'Eyewatch Railways' App for Women's Safety: 

 The free app, 'Eyewatch Railways', has been developed by RPF of Western Railway in collaboration with 

Eyewatch Technologies Pvt Ltd. 

Govt launched Food Regulatory Portal and Nivesh Bandhu portal: 

 MoFPI and FSSAI will jointly release the 'Food Regulatory Portal', a single interface for food businesses to 

cater to both domestic operations and food imports. This portal will serve as a single interface for food 

business to cater both domestic operations and food import. 

 Nivesh Bandhu portal is Investor Facilitation Portal to assist investors to make informed investment decisions. 

It will provide information on Central and State Governments investor friendly policies, agro-producing 

clusters, infrastructure, and potential areas of investment in the food processing sector. 
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Australian scientists launched “dinner table” app to tackle Vegetable aversion: 

 VegEze app, developed by the Commonwealth Scientific and Industrial Research Organisation (CSIRO) 

World's first drug with digital tracking approved in US: 

 The Japanese drug maker Otsuka Pharmaceutical won the approval for an upgraded version of Abilify, the 

antipsychotic drug first approved 15 years ago to treat schizophrenia, bipolar disorder, and depression. 

Rajasthan government launched free learning app for competitive exams: 

 Rajasthan's Higher and Technical Education minister Kiran Maheshwari on launched 'Dishari' -- an 

educational mobile application that provides free study materials for youths preparing for competitive 

examinations. 

 Odisha APARNA Portal – Apply Online For Revision of Pension: 

 Government has launched the ARPANA Portal for the revision of pension/ family pension and pensioners.  

 The word “ARPANA” stands for Apply for Revision of Pension Using Aadhaar Number Authentication. 

 This means that the pensioners can revise their pension/family pension. The only thing they have to do is 

filling out the online application form via Aadhaar e-KYC process. 

 

DEFENCE NEWS 

 

Indian Air Force Contingent in Israel to Participate in ‘Ex Blue Flag-17’: 

 A 45 member contingent of the Indian Air Force had left for Israel to participate in exercise ‘Blue Flag-17’.  

 Blue Flag is a bi-annual multilateral exercise which aims to strengthen military cooperation amongst 

participating nations.  

 Indian Air Force is participating with the C-130J special operations aircraft along with Garud 

commandos. The exercise is being conducted at Uvda Air Force Base in Israel. 

Useful Info 

The team consists of personnel from various combat elements of the IAF and is led by Gp Capt Maluk Singh 

VSM. This is the first time the Indian Air Force is operating with Israeli AF in a multilateral exercise setting. 

Air Chief Marshal Birender Singh Dhanoa is the 25th Chief of the Air Staff of the Indian Air Force. 

Joint Indo-Russia Tri-Services Exercise Indra-2017 Successfully Conducted: 

 The Joint Indo-Russia Tri-Services Exercise INDRA-2017 was successfully conducted at Vladivostok in 

Russia.   

 The name of the exercise INDRA has been derived from INDia and RussiA. Exercise INDRA-2017 is the 

first Joint Tri-Services Exercise between Russia and India.  This is also the first time that Russia has 

hosted a Tri-Services Exercise on its soil.  

 The theme of Exercise INDRA-2017 was ‘Preparation and Conduct of Operations by a Joint Force for 

Suppression of International Terror Activity at the request of a host country under UN mandate’. 

Useful Info 

Country – Russia 

Capital – Moscow 
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Currency – Russian Ruble 

Present President of Russia - Vladimir Putin 

“PRABAL DOSTYK – 2017” between the Indian Army and the Kazakhstan Army begins: 

 A fourteen-day joint training exercise “PRABAL DOSTYK – 2017” between the Indian Army and the 

Kazakhstan Army commenced with the Opening Ceremony at Bakloh, Himachal Pradesh.  

 The joint exercise is aimed at enhancing the military ties between the two countries as also at achieving 

interoperability between the two armies.  

 The training contingents comprise of platoon strength from the 11th Gorkha Rifles of the Indian Army and 

a similar strength of the Kazakhstan Army. 

Useful Info 

Country – Kazakhstan 

Capital – Astana 

Currency - Kazakhstani Tenge 

Indian Air Force, along with the DRDO successfully tested an indigenously developed lightweight ‘Glide’ bomb: 

 The Indian Air Force, along with the Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO) 

successfully tested an indigenously developed lightweight ‘Glide’ bomb in Chandipur in Odisha.  

 With this DRDO announced that this bomb will soon be inducted into the armed forces. Named SAAW 

(Smart Anti Airfield Weapon), it was dropped from an IAF aircraft at the Integrated Test Range (ITR). 

Useful Info 

DRDO – Defence Research and Development Organisation 

Chairman of DRDO - S Christopher 

Union Defence Minister – NirmalaSitharaman 

Constituency – Karnataka, RajyaSabha 

India, Bangladesh Joint Military Combat Exercise 'Sampriti' Begins: 

 Army personnel of India and Bangladesh are going to take part in a joint training exercise 'Sampriti-7' in 

Meghalaya and Mizoram. This is the 7th edition of the joint training exercise.  

 The 13-day exercise will be conducted at India's Jungle Warfare School at Vairengte in Mizoram and at 

the Joint Training Node at Umroi in Meghalaya.  

 The main objective of the exercise is to conduct counter-insurgency and counter-terrorism operations in 

peace-keeping activities in the United Nations (UN). 

Useful Info 

Country – Bangladesh 

Capital – Dhaka 

Currency – Bangladeshi Taka 

Long-Range Cruise Missile ‘Nirbhay’ Test-Fired: 

 India conducted a flight test of its indigenously designed and developed long-range sub-sonic cruise 

missile ‘Nirbhay’.  
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 It can carry warheads of up to 300 kg from a test range at Chandipur along the Odisha coast. This was the 

fifth experimental test of the homegrown missile system.  

 The test fire was carried out by Defence Research and Development Organisation (DRDO). 

Useful Info 

DRDO - Defence Research and Development Organisation 

Headquarters of DRDO – New Delhi 

Present Chairman of DRDO - S. Christopher 

Union Defence Minister – Nirmala Sitharaman 

Constituency – Karnataka, RajyaSabha 

India-Myanmar joint Army exercise begins in Meghalaya: 

 The week-long Army warfare exercise by India and Myanmar began at the Joint Warfare Centre at Umroi 

near Shillong in Meghalaya.   

 The exercise code-named India-Myanmar Bilateral Army Exercise (IMBAX) is aimed at building and 

promoting closer relations with armies of the neighbouring countries 

 "The aim of this bilateral training event is to train the Myanmar delegation for participation in United 

Nations Peacekeeping Operations under the UN Flag," 

USEFUL INFO 

Myanmar Capital Naypyidaw 

Myanmar Currency Burmese Kyat 

Myanmar President HtinKyaw 

 

Comprehensive three- day Coastal Security exercise Sagar Kavach concluded: 

 The comprehensive three- day Coastal Security exercise Sagar Kavach by Indian Coast Guard off Kerala 

Coast, concluded.   

 More than seventy ships, Fast Interceptor Craft, Patrol Boats of Indian Coast Guard, Navy, Coastal Police, 

Customs and other agencies participated in the exercise. They undertook round-the- clock patrolling at 

sea.   

 Extensive aerial surveillance of the adjoining seas was also mounted by Naval and Coast Guard aircraft to 

detect vessels being used by the opposing force for carrying out attack. 

Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba was participate in IMMSAREX in Bangladesh: 

 Navy Chief Admiral Sunil Lanba participate in International Multilateral Maritime Search and Rescue 

Exercise (IMMSAREX) in Bangladesh.  

 According to an official release, the visit aims to consolidate the bilateral naval relations between India and 

Bangladesh and to explore new avenues for naval cooperation.   

 Admiral Lanba will also hold bilateral discussions with his Bangladeshi counterpart and other participating 

chiefs of navy and maritime agencies.  

 He will also present War Memorabilia to Liberation War Museum of Bangladesh.   
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 Indian Naval Ships Ranvir, Sahyadri, Gharial and Sukanya along with one Maritime Patrol Aircraft P-8I will 

take part in the exercise. 

USEFUL INFO 

Bangladesh Capital Dhaka 

Bangladesh Currency Bangladeshi Taka 

Bangladesh Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina 

Third Indo-UK joint military exercise will be conducted next month: 

 The third Indo-UK joint Army training exercise ‘Ajeya Warrior’ will be conducted in Rajasthan next month.  

 The first exercise was conducted in 2013 at Belgaum, Karnataka, where as for the second exercise in 

2015, an Indian Army contingent had visited the United Kingdom. 

 “A training exercise between the armies of India and the United Kingdom will be held from 1st to 14th 

December at the Mahajan Field Firing Range. It will be the third joint military exercise between the two 

countries 

 “The aim of the exercise is to build and promote bilateral relations and enhance interoperability while 

sharing experiences between the Royal British army and the Indian Army,”  

USEFUL INFO 

UK Capital London  

UK Currency Pound Sterling 

UK Prime Minister Theresa May 

 

SCIENCE AND TECHNOLOGY 

 

NASA found a heat source that might explain the ice melting and volcanism in Antarctica: 

NASA study has found that a geothermal heat source which is as powerful as US' Yellowstone super volcano, 

called a plume, lies deep below Antarctica's ice sheet, with a maximum thickness of 4.7 km. Geologists believe 

the plume was formed 50-110 million years ago, when Antarctica was not covered in ice. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

NASA Headquarters:-USA 

ISRO launches water rocket to mark International event in Bangalore: 

 The Indian Space Research Organization (ISRO) on Sunday launched a water rocket to mark an 

international Water Rocket Launch Competition in Bengaluru.  

 The competition, aimed at teaching rocket science to high school students, saw participation by 11 teams 

from countries including Japan, Cambodia, and Thailand.  

 The competition was part of the 24th annual Asia-Pacific Regional Space Agency Forum. Water rockets 

are built using two large plastic bottles, the kind used by soft drink companies and other materials like PVC 

sheets, insulation tapes and model clay.  
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 The rockets are filled with a little water and pressurized before being launched. With the right elevation 

and angle, these can easily travel over 100 metres and clear the height of a five-storeyed building. 

USEFUL INFO 

ISRO Headquarters – Bangalore 

ISRO Chairman – A. S. Kiran Kumar 

World carbon emissions to touch record levels in 2017: 

 Global carbon emissions will touch a record high of 37 billion tonnes, an analysis by the Global Carbon 

Project has revealed.  

 World carbon emissions had been roughly flat between 2014 and 2016 but will rise by 2% this year, with 

the increase attributed to an estimated 3.5% rise in China's emissions. Meanwhile, US emissions will 

decline by 0.4% in 2017. 

Sweden-based scientists calculate speed of electron emission from atom: 

 Sweden-based researchers have found that an electron takes 20 attoseconds, or 20 billionths of a billionth 

of a second to be emitted from a neon atom using laser pulses.  

 The phenomenon called photoionisation, where an atom emits an electron after absorbing energy from 

incoming light, was theorised by Albert Einstein, who was awarded the 1921 Physics Nobel for the 

discovery. 

USEFUL INFO 

Sweden Capital - Stockholm 

Sweden Currency - Swedish Krona 

Sweden President - Stefan Lofven 

Switzerland Researchers engineer non-immune cells to kill cancer cells: 

 Switzerland-based researchers have engineered non-immune cells transforming them into synthetic cells that 

mimic T-cells.  

 Naturally occurring T-cells are cells' immune systems which detect infections and kill them but are unable to 

kill cancer cells as they do not recognise them as foreign cells.  

 The synthetic cells were however engineered with the additional function of killing cancer. 

 

Singapore scientists fold a protein within a protein: 

 Singapore-based researchers have invented a fundamentally new way of folding and protecting recombinant 

proteins.  

 The team engineered a 12-nanometre diameter shell and wrapped it around a protein. Researchers claimed 

the technology could improve functional protein yields by 100-fold and protect proteins within engineered 

cavities that are less than 10,000 times the width of a human hair.  

 The researchers developed this protein-within-a-protein technology with the help of Archeoglobusfulgidus, 

hardy bacteria that is naturally found in hydrothermal vents.  

 These hyper-thermophilic bacteria have evolved unique solutions for protein folding and stabilisation due to 

the extreme environments in which they live. 
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Ericsson conducts first-ever live 5G demonstration in India: 

 Communications technology firm Ericsson showcased the first-ever live 5G end-to-end demonstration in India.  

 The demo is part of the company’s ongoing efforts to build a robust 5G ecosystem in the country.  

 The demonstration using Ericsson’s 5G test bed and 5G New Radio (NR) delivered a throughput of 5.7 Gbps 

and ultra-low latency of 3 millisecond 

 Ericsson Company partnered with Bharti Airtel for 5G technology for the telecom giant's India operations. 

Indian scientists help detect black holes in space through gravitational waves: 

 Indian scientists were part of a multinational team which detected a gravitational wave from the lightest black 

hole merger.  

 Gravitational-wave observations provide the most direct means of detecting black holes. A black hole is 

created when a star dies and the matter gets squeezed into a tiny space under a heavy force of gravity, 

trapping in the light.  

 Though this is the sixth gravitational wave that has been detected in a span of two years 

 Up until now, black holes with lighter mass had only been detected indirectly through electromagnetic 

radiation such as X-rays. 

New 3D printed fabric cools 55% more than cotton: 

 US-based researchers have designed a thermal regulation textile that has a 55% greater cooling effect than 

cotton. 

 The 3D printed fabric is developed from nanofibres consisting of boron nitride and polyvinyl alcohol (PVA) that 

are highly aligned, uniform, and densely packed.  

 It would provide a low-cost way to cool the body and reduce the need for air conditioning 

 The material can be fabricated using 3D printing and could provide a simple, low-cost way to cool the human 

body and reduce the need for air conditioning on hot days. 

NASA probe captures image of a storm on Jupiter: 

 NASA's Juno spacecraft beamed back a stunning image of a massive, raging storm in Jupiter's northern 

hemisphere, captured by the probe during its ninth close flyby of the gas giant planet.  

 The image was taken when the spacecraft was about 10,108 kilometres away from the tops of the clouds of 

Jupiter.  

 The colour-enhanced images show a storm rotating counter-clockwise with a wide range of cloud altitudes. 

The darker clouds are expected to be deeper in the atmosphere than the brightest clouds.  

 Within some of the bright "arms" of this storm, smaller clouds and banks of clouds can be seen, some of which 

are casting shadows.  

 The bright clouds and their shadows range from about seven to 12 kilometres in both widths and lengths 

USEFUL INFO 

NASA Headquarters Washington, DC 

NASA Administrator Robert M. Lightfoot 

Environmentalists record 130 butterfly species during Butterfly & Biodiversity Meet: 
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 In Arunachal Pradesh, a team of environmentalists including entomologists and wildlife experts have 

recorded 130 butterfly species during the second edition of Butterfly & Biodiversity Meet at Pasighat in 

East Siang District.  

 The team had conducted survey on butterfly species in the natural vegetation in the foothill areas near 

Pasighat town.  

 The two day meet was organized under the banner of ‘State Foundation for Biodiversity Conservation 

(NGO)’ in collaboration with the state's Forest department on November 18 and 19.  

 Siang valley, adjacent to Dihang-Dibang Biosphere Reserve, is suitable habitat of a variety of butterflies.  

USEFUL INFO 

Arunachal Pradesh Capital Itanagar 

Arunachal Pradesh Chief Minister Pema Khandu 

Arunachal Pradesh Governor BD Mishra 

NASA tests Supersonic Parachute for Mars 2020 mission: 

 NASA has successfully tested a supersonic landing parachute that will be deployed in its Mars rover 

mission set to launch in 2020.  

 The mission will rely on a special parachute to slow the spacecraft down as it enters the Martian 

atmosphere at over 5.4 kilometres per second.   

 Preparations for this mission have provided, for the first time, dramatic video of the parachute opening at 

supersonic speed.  

 The Mars 2020 mission will seek signs of ancient Martian life by investigating evidence in place and by 

caching drilled samples of Martian rocks for potential future return to Earth. 

USEFUL INFO 

NASA Headquarters Washington, DC 

NASA Administrator Robert M. Lightfoot 

ISRO’s sun mission to take off in 2019: 

 After conquering the moon and Mars, the India Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO) has set its 

sights on the sun with the Aditya-L1 mission.  

 “Aditya-L1, India’s maiden mission to the Sun, will be launched in 2019,”  

 The main aim of the solar mission is to improve our understanding of “dynamical processes of the 

sun,” and help resolve some outstanding questions in solar physics. 

 ‘International Seminar on Indian Space Programme’ organised by ISRO in partnership with Antrix, the 

commercial arm of ISRO, and industry group FICCI, to woo Indian industry to partner in space operations. 

USEFUL INFO 

ISRO Headquarters Bangalore 

ISRO Chairman A. S. Kiran Kumar 

BrahMos missile successfully test-fired from IAF fighter jet: 
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 The world's fastest supersonic cruise missile, BrahMos was successfully flight-tested for the first time from 

the Indian Air Force's fighter aircraft Sukhoi-30MKI against a sea-based target.  

 This was the first time that the missile was successfully flight-tested from the fighter aircraft against a sea-

based target. 

 With this test, BrahMos is now capable of being launched from land, sea, and air.  

 The missile, weighing 2.5 ton, is also the heaviest weapon to be deployed on India's Su-30. 

 The missile was gravity dropped from Su-30MKI fighter jet and the two-stage missile immediately headed 

for its target at the Bay of Bengal. 

Earth's neutrino absorption rate measured for the first time: 

 In a first, scientists at the IceCube collaboration have measured the rate at which Earth absorbs high-

energy neutral subatomic particles called neutrinos. 

 IceCube, the world's largest neutrino detector, has 5,160 optical sensors encased within a cubic kilometre 

of Antarctic ice near the South Pole.  

 The detection, made by observing neutrinos' interaction with ice, would help study Earth's core. 

Low-cost method can convert methane without forming CO2: 

 US-based researchers have developed a low-cost technology that can convert methane to clean-burning 

hydrogen while also preventing the formation of carbon dioxide.  

 The method introduces methane at the bottom of a reactor filled with molten metal, which breaks down 

into hydrogen on reaching the top.  

 The carbon solids that float to the top can then be skimmed off and recycled. 

Tesla to test world's biggest lithium-ion battery system: 

 Billionaire Elon Musk-led Tesla has finished building the world's biggest lithium-ion battery system in South 

Australia and is expected to test it soon.  

 The 129 MWhPowerpack system will provide power for more than 30,000 homes 

 The battery itself will be charged by a wind farm and then deliver electricity during peak hours. 

Scientists make world's smallest tape recorder from bacteria: 

 Columbia University researchers have converted a bacterial immune system into the world's smallest data 

recorder.  

 Using CRISPR gene-editing method, the team modified the human gut microbe E. coli, enabling the 

bacteria to record their interactions with the environment and also time-stamp the events.  

 It could be used for disease diagnosis and environmental monitoring, said researchers. 

MIT technique turns carbon emissions into fuel: 

 Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) researchers have developed a membrane for converting 

carbon dioxide emissions from power plants into fuel.  

 The membrane which is 100% selective for oxygen separates it from carbon dioxide, leaving carbon 

monoxide which serves as fuel.  

 The separation is driven by temperatures reaching 990ºC while a stream of hydrogen or methane is 

maintained on other side to attract oxygen. 
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SCHEMES AND PROGRAMS 

 

Mumbai is hosting grand India and World exhibition: 

 The Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj Vastu Sangrahalay along with the British Museum and the national 

Museum have put forward an array of sculptures and installations from across India to form nine narratives 

that describe the Indian and world history. 

 These nine narratives are drawn from important eras in Indian history. Iconic objects have been selected 

from different museums which are put together for this. 

 The exhibition is designed around a wide variety of objects from figurative representations and large scale 

sculpture to inscriptions and coins, paintings jewellery and tools. 

USEFUL INFO 

Maharashtra Capital – Mumbai 

Maharashtra Chief Minister – Devendra Fadnavis 

Maharashtra Governor - C. Vidyasagar Rao 

All India Radio to launch its services on Amazon’s Echo smart speakers: 

 All India Radio (AIR) Director General Fayyaz Sheheryar announced that the government-owned 

broadcaster will have its services on Amazon’s Echo Dot in the next three-to-six months’ time.  

 Amazon Echo (shortened and referred to as Echo) is a brand of smart speakers developed by 

Amazon.com.  

 The devices connect to the voice-controlled intelligent personal service Alexa, which responds to the name 

“Alexa”.  

 AIR is working to provide Virtual Private Network which will provide seamless broadcasting service to any 

part of the country,” Sheheryar said on the eve of Public Service Broadcasting Day here in Meghalaya. 

USEFUL INFO 

All India Radio Chairman – Vacant 

All India Radio CEO – Shashi Shekhar Vempati 

All India Radio Headquarters – New Delhi 

Google announces scholarship program to train 1.3 lakh Indian developers in emerging technologies: 

 Google India has collaborated with online education company Pluralsight and educational organization 

Udacity to help train 1.3 Lakh developers and students across India  

 Create technically-advanced workforce in India that matches the pace of the Global Village. 

 Google stated that its goal is to create a pool of highly skilled tech workforce. 

USEFUL INFO 

Google Headquarters California, United States 

Google CEO Sundar Pichai 

 

RANKING AND INDEXES 
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Gender Vulnerability Index: Goa Safest, Bihar Least Safe  

 Goa is safest for girls, and Bihar least safe, according to a newly-formed Gender Vulnerability Index  (GVI) 

by NGO Plan India.  

 The GVI attempts to "generate a normative consensus" on the status of girls and women in India and 

takes into account four core dimensions: Education, health and survival, poverty, protection.  

 The GVI has analyzed the situation of girls and women in the country on the four dimensions and 

developed a multidimensional composite index with over 170 indicators. 

Useful Info 

Top Three Safest States- 

1. Goa (Safest), 

2. Kerala, 

3. Mizoram. 

Least Safe States- 

1. Bihar (Least Safe), 

2. Uttar Pradesh, 

3. Delhi. 

India sixth most vulnerable country facing extreme weather events: 

 India is the sixth most vulnerable country in the world in terms of facing extreme weather events with Haiti, 

Zimbabwe, Fiji, Sri Lanka and Vietnam taking top five positions in the fresh list of nations facing climate 

risk.   

 The ranking was released here by the German watch, an independent Berlin-based development and 

environmental organisation, in its latest global climate risk index (CRI).  

India's Ambani family tops Forbes List of Asia's richest families: 

 India’s Ambani family tops 2017 Forbes list of Asia’s Richest Families for the first time with a net worth of 

US$44.8 billion.  

 The collective wealth of Asia’s 50 richest families on the list is worth a record $699 billion, up 35% from 

last year. 

USEFUL INFO 

List of top 5 Asia’s Richest Families: 

Ambani, India 44.8 billion dollars 

Lee (Byung-Chull), South Korea 40.8 billion dollars 

Kwok, Hong Kong 40.4 billion dollars 

Chearavanont, Thailand 36.6 billion dollars 

Hartono, Indonesia 32 billion dollars 

India has maximum number of people without toilets: 
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 India, the world's second-largest country by population, has the highest number of people without basic 

sanitation, according to a report.  

 The report says despite immense progress through the Swachh Bharat (Clean India) Mission, more than 

732 million people still suffer fear and indignity of relieving themselves in the open or in unsafe or 

unhygienic toilets- a situation that is worse for women and girls.  

 In India, a staggering 355 million women and girls are still waiting for a toilet; if they were all to stand in a 

queue, it would stretch around the Earth more than four times!" WaterAid's State of the World's Toilets 

2017 report says. 

 According to the report, after India, China, the world's most populous country, comes in second, with 343 

million people without decent toilets.  

 Africa's most populous country, Nigeria, is in the third place. 

      About 10% of medicines in India are substandard and falsified: WHO 

 Nearly 10.5% of medicines in low and middle-income countries including India are substandard and 

falsified, a World Health Organisation (WHO) report showed.  

 WHO stated that "Not only is this a waste of money but substandard or falsified medical products can 

cause serious illness or even death. 

 It added that such products contribute to antimicrobial resistance and drug-resistant infections. 

USEFUL INFO 

WHO Headquarters Geneva, Switzerland 

WHO Head Tedros Adhanom 

Varanasi tops the list of Country's Most Polluted city: 

 Cities across North India continued to be 'severe' on the Air Quality Index (AQI) on Saturday, as per the 

report by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB).  

 Varanasi topped the list at 491, followed by Gurugram at 480, Delhi at 468, Lucknow at 462 and Kanpur at 

461, in the AQI.   

 Pollution level is categorised as 'severe' when the AQI ranges between 401 and 500, which affects healthy 

people and seriously impacts those with existing diseases.  

USEFUL INFO 

Uttar Pradesh Capital – Lucknow, Allahabad (Judiciary) 

Uttar Pradesh Chief Minister – Yogi Adityanath 

Uttar Pradesh Governor - Ram Naik 

Delhi rated India's most tourist-friendly destination: 

 Delhi has been rated the most tourist-friendly destination in India, according to a biennial survey 

conducted by the World Travel and Tourism Council India Initiative.  

 A total of 11 parameters were kept in mind to evaluate the performance of each participating state. Delhi 

that topped the chart, Maharashtra and Goa grabbed the second spot.  

 Other states like Tamil Nadu, Gujarat, West Bengal, Kerala, Punjab, and Andhra Pradesh featured in the 

top 10 list. 
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Moody’s Investors Service upgrades ratings of nine PSUs: 

 Moody's Investors Service has upgraded ratings of nine state-owned firms.  

 The foreign currency issuer rating of BPCL, HPCL, IOC and PLL was upgraded to Baa2 from Baa3.  

 The outlook on these ratings have been revised to stable from positive 

 ONGC's rating has been upgraded to Baa1 from Baa2.   

 Ratings of NTPC, NHPC, NHAI) and GAIL India have also been raised to Baa2 stable. 

USEFUL INFO 

List of nine state-owned firms 

Bharat Petroleum Corp Ltd 

(BPCL) 

Hindustan Petroleum Corp 

Ltd (HPCL) 
Indian Oil Corp (IOC) 

Petronet LNG Ltd (PLL) 
Oil and Natural Gas Corp 

(ONGC) 

National Thermal Power 

Corporation (NTPC) 

NHPC Limited 
National Highway Authority 

of India (NHAI) 
GAIL India 

Moody's upgrades India's sovereign bond rating for first time in 14 years: 

 International rating agency Moody’s Investors Service has upgraded India’s sovereign bond rating for the 

first time in nearly 14 years. 

 The agency lifted the country’s rating to Baa2 from Baa3, the latter being the lowest investment grade 

rating, and changed its rating outlook to stable from positive as “risks to its credit profile were broadly 

balanced”. 

USEFUL INFO 

Moody's Investors Service HQ New York, USA 

Moody's Investors Service CEO Raymond W. McDaniel Jr. 

India slips to 7th position in Global Business Optimism Ranking: 

 India has slipped to 7th position in ‘business optimism’ index in September-November quarter from earlier 2nd 

slot in the previous three months released as part of Grant Thornton’s International Business Report 

(IBR) showing clear signs of lag in the economy. 

 The index was topped by Indonesia, followed by Finland (2nd) and Netherlands (3rd). 

 Regulations and red tape and lack of ICT infrastructure are biggest growth constraints mentioned in optimism 

rankings. 

Bengaluru leads ahead of San Francisco in Confidence to Go Digital: 

 Bengaluru known as the “Silicon Valley of India” is the best host among 45 cities worldwide, according to a 

report from the Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU). 

 Bengaluru expressed the highest confidence in their digital environment based on people and skills, financial 

environment, innovation and entrepreneurship and new technology development. 

 San Francisco holds the 2nd spot followed by two other Indian cities Mumbai and Dew Delhi (3rd and the 

4th spots). 
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SPORTS NEWS 

Athlete 

Bharat Khandare set to become UFC’s first India-born fighter: 

 Earlier this year Arjan Singh Bhullar became the first Indian to sign up in the UFC. And now, Bharat Khandare 

is all set to be the first Indian-born Mixed Martial Arts (MMA) fighter in the UFC.   

 The 28-year old was first approached by UFC three years back but the deal did not go through because of his 

prior commitments.  

 He will now have his debut fight against Pingyuan Liu, who has won 12 fights in the tournament, in the UFC 

Bantamweight division at the UFC Fight Night in Shanghai on November 25. 

Olympian Dipa Karmakar receives honorary degree from National Institute of Technology (NIT): 

 India's star gymnast Dipa Karmakar conferred a D.Litt. degree by the National Institute of Technology (NIT), 

Agartala.   

 The 24-year-old Tripura girl, who became the first Indian woman gymnast to qualify for the Olympics, finished 

fourth in the final round of the women's vault event at the Rio Olympics Games in Brazil last year.   

 Dipa's father Dulal Karmakar told IANS that his daughter is now preparing for the 18th Asian Games in 

Indonesia's Jakarta and 21st Commonwealth Games to be held in Australia's Gold Coast 

Ethiopian athletes clinch Gold medals in both sections in Delhi Half Marathon: 

 Ethiopian athletes clinched the Gold medals in both the Women's and Men's sections in Delhi Half Marathon.  

 Current woman world athlete of the year Almaz Ayana claimed the honours in the women's event, while her 

Ethiopian compatriot Berhanu Legese hogged the limelight by winning the men's event as thousands of 

Delhiites turned up despite concerns of air pollution.  

 Ayana, who set the 10,000 metre world record while winning the gold in Rio Olympics, emerged champion in 

her maiden half marathon race clocking one hour, seven minutes and 11 seconds.  

 Ethiopians ran away with all three top positions in the elite women's race with Ababel Yeshaneh coming 

second and Netsanet Gudeta following in third position covering the 21.097 kilometre distance. Defending 

champion Worknesh Degefa was fifth.   

 In the men's elite race, 2015 winner Legese bagged the gold in 59 minutes and 46 seconds, while another 

Ethiopian Anadamlak Belihu was second in 59:51. Leonard Korir of United States was third in 59:52.  

Gopi Thonakal becomes 1st Indian man to win Asian Marathon Championship: 

 Gopi Thonakal became the first Indian man to win the Asian Marathon Championship held at China’s 

Dongguan.  

 Thonakal finished the race in 2 hours 15 minutes and 48 seconds to clinch the gold medal at the 16th edition 

of the event 

 Andrey Petrov of Uzbekistan bagged the silver medal while Byambalev Tseveenravdan of Mongolia won the 

bronze. 

 Earlier, Asha Agarwal won the women's title when it was part of the biennial Asian Track and Field 

Championships. 
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Badminton 

H S Prannoy emerges as the new National Badminton champion: 

 H S Prannoy outwitted World No 2 and title favourite Kidambi Srikanth in a thrilling finale to claim the men’s 

singles title at the 82nd Senior National Championship held at Nagpur. It is H S Prannoy’s first ever Senior 

National Title. 

 HS Prannoy returned the favour after his semifinal loss to KidambiSrikanth at the French Open Super Series 

last month. 

 H S Prannoy achieved his career-best ranking of World No 11 last week while Kidambi Srikanth rose to the 

top as World No 2.  

 KidambiSrikanth became the only fourth player ever to win four Super Series titles in a year. He has 

won Australian, Indonesian, Denmark and French Open Super Series in the year 2017. 

India bags 10 medals in Para Badminton World Championships: 

 India clinched 10 medals, including two Gold, at the Para Badminton World Championships that concluded at 

Ulsan in South Korea 

 Both the Gold medals were bagged by ParulParmar who won the Women's Singles Standing Lower (SL3) 

Final and also the title clash of Women's Doubles (SL 3-4) section.  

 India bagged 2 Silver medals through TarunDhillon in Men's Singles (SL-4) and Manoj Sarkar in SL-3 section. 

Besides this, India won six Bronze medals. 

Saina Nehwal clinched the Women’s Title at the 82nd Senior National Championship: 

 Saina Nehwal, a former world number one, beat P V Sindhu, the Olympic and World Championship silver 

medalist, in a pulsating summit clash and was clinched the coveted Women’s title at the Senior National 

Championship held at Nagpur. 

 Saina Nehwal, currently ranked World No 11 has won the Bronze Medal at the London Olympics, 2012 and 

received Padma Bhushan in 2016. She had won the Senior National Championship title 3 times. 

 P.V.Sindhu currently ranked World No 2 has won the Silver Medal at the Rio De Janeiro Olympics, 2016 and 

received Padma Shri award in 2015. 

PV Sindhu won silver in Hong Kong Open Superseries: 

 Indian shuttler PV Sindhu has lost the title clash of Hong Kong Open Superseries tournament at Kowloon.  

 She lost the final 18-21, 18-21 against Chinese Taipei Tai Tzu Ying.   

 Sindhu walked away with silver after finishing her campaign as the runner up.  

 In the semi-finals, while Sindhu had defeated RatchanokIntanon of Thailand, Tai beat South Korea's Sung Ji-

hyun. 

Srikanth, Sindhu win top awards at the Indian Sports Honours: 

 The national sports icons and celebrities came together to honour the sports personalities of the 

country in the inaugural edition of Indian Sports Honours 2017 held in Mumbai.  

 Indian shuttlers Kidambi Srikanth and PV Sindhu were honoured with sportsman and woman of the 

year respectively for individual sports. 
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 While in the team sports it was off-spinner R Ashwin in men’s and Mithali Raj in women’s category 

bagged the awards. 

 Tennis player SaniaMirza was awarded Inspirational Honour by the jury, while Olympic champion 

AbhinavBindra was honoured with the Transformational Contribution to Sports award. 

 

Boxing 

Indian Boxer Mary Kom wins Gold at Asian Women’s Boxing Championships in Vietnam 

 M.C. Mary Kom (48kg) notched up her fifth gold medal at the Asian Women’s Boxing Championships in 

Vietnam.  

 She has defeated North Korea’s Kim Hyang Mi. This is Mary Kom’s first international gold medal since the 

2014 Asian Games.  

 Mary Kom’s last medal came in the 2014 Asian Games in Incheon, where she became the first Indian woman 

boxer to win gold in the Women’s Flyweight (51 kg) category. 

Useful Info 

Country – Vietnam 

Capital – Hanoi 

Currency - Vietnamese dong 

AIBA Youth Women’s World Boxing Championship Logo, Mascot and song unveiled by India: 

 AIBA Youth Women’s World Boxing Championship 2017 is to be held between Nov 19 -26, 2017 in Guwhati, 

India. 

 Guppy, a female version of Assam’s famed one-horned rhino was unveiled as the official mascot of the 2017 

AIBA Youth Women’s World Boxing Championship in Guwahati. 

 The official logo infuses two key elements namely the strength of an Indian woman in the form of a female 

boxer and the culture of Assam through the ‘GAMOSA’, a hand-woven piece of cloth in the state. 

 The World Championship’s official anthem is ‘Make Some Noise’ which is composed by Shaan and rendered 

by renowned singer SunidhiChauhan. 

 M.C.Mary Kom has been announced as the Ambassador for the AIBA Youth Women’s World Boxing 

Championship 2017. 

USEFUL INFO 

Boxing Federation of India (BFI) President Ajay Singh 

AIBA Amateur International Boxing Association 

AIBA President DrChing-Kuo Wu 

Headquarters Switzerland 

Assam Capital Dispur 

Assam Chief Minister Sarbananda Sonowal 

Assam Governor Jagdish Muhki 
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Mary Kom wins gold in Asian Women Boxing Championship: 

 Five time world champion, Mary Kom win her fifth gold medal in 48 kg category in Asian Women's Boxing 

Championships at Ho Chi Minh City in Vietnam today.  

 She played against North Korea's Kim HyangMi, the five-time world champion and Olympic bronze-medallist. 

This is Mary Kom's first international gold medal since the 2014 Asian Games and her first medal in over a 

year. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

Boxing Federation of India (BFI) President- Ajay Singh 

Vietnam capital: - Hanoi 

Vietnam currency:-Dong 

India win 5 gold medals at Women's Youth World Boxing C'ship: 

 Indian boxers won five gold medals at the AIBA Women's Youth World Boxing Championships in Guwahati.  

 This was India's best performance in the tournament's history so far.  

 Nitu, Jyoti, Sakshi and Shashi Chopra from Haryana and Assam's Ankushita Boro won golds in their 

respective weight categories.  

 Anupama and Neha Yadav won bronze medals in their respective categories. 

Mary Komhas has been named as the ambassador of the upcoming AIBA Women's Youth World Championships: 

 Five-time world champion and Olympic bronze medalist MC Mary Komhas been named as the ambassador of 

the upcoming AIBA Women's Youth World Championships.  

 The event, which is being hosted in Guwahati, Assam, is scheduled to be held from November 19 to 26. The 

34-year-old is currently in Vietnam for the Asian Championships and has reached the semi-finals of the 

tournament. 

 

Cricket 

Virat Kohli consolidates top spot in latest ICC T-20 Batsmen Rankings: 

 ViratKohli, the Indian skipper who scored 104 runs in the T20I series to guide the Indian team to a 2-1 win 

over New Zealand has retained his 1 spot in the latest ICC T-20 Batsmen ranking. 

 Australia’s Aaron Finch is trailing behind Virat Kohli in the second place. 

 The Indian Team remains currently in the FIFTH position in ICC T-20 rankings. 

Cricketer Gautam Gambhir named government nominee in DDCA managing committee: 

 Indian cricketer Gautam Gambhir was named a government nominee in the Delhi and District Cricket 

Association (DDCA) managing committee.  

 The 36-year-old Gambhir has played 58 Tests, 147 ODIs and 37 Twenty20 Internationals.  

 He has been the top scorer in finals of two World Cups (2007 T20 and 2011 50-over) that India won. 

MS Dhoni launches Global Cricket Academy in Dubai: 

 The flamboyant Indian cricketer MS Dhoni unveiled his first global cricket academy in the effervescent city of 

Dubai.  
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 Named after the two-time world cup winning captain the MS Dhoni Cricket Academy (MSDCA) is a joint 

venture of Dubai-based Pacific Sports Club and Aarka Sports Club which has been in operation for a couple 

of months at the Springdales School in Al Quoz. The academy will be facilitated by Indian coaches and 

trainers. 

USEFUL INFO 

Capital – Abu Dhabi 

Currency – United Arab Emirates dirham 

President - Khalifa bin Zayed Al Nahyan 

Rahul Dravid named Bengaluru FC ambassador for ISL 2017: 

 Bengaluru FC have announced that former India cricket captain and batting legend Rahul Dravid as their 

ambassador for the upcoming ISL season. The Blues kick-off their debut season in the ISL with a home fixture 

against Mumbai City FC on November 19 at the SreeKanteerava Stadium. 

Pollard becomes 2nd batsman to hit 500 sixes in T20 cricket: 

 West Indies all-rounder Kieron Pollard became only the second player in history to hit 500 sixes in T20 cricket.  

 Pollard achieved the feat after slamming three sixes for Dhaka Dynamites against Rajshahi Kings in a 

Bangladesh Premier League match.  

 Pollard is only behind compatriot Chris Gayle, who has smashed 772 sixes in 303 T20 innings. 

Kohli sets record for most international tons in a year as captain: 

 Indian captain Virat Kohli set the record for the most number of international centuries in a year as captain 

after registering his 10th international ton of the year against Sri Lanka.  

 Kohli also set the record for the most number of Test tons as India's captain after posting his 12th Test ton as 

captain. 

 He scored his 51st career hundred in international cricket. He had equaled Sunil Gavaskar's record for most 

hundreds (11) as an India Test captain in the last Test in Kolkata.  

 He has now scored four centuries in Tests in 2017. He has managed to score 10 international hundreds (six in 

ODIs and four in Tests) in the calendar year of 2017. 

India defeat Sri Lanka by innings and 239 runs in second test: 

 India trounced Sri Lanka by an innings and 239 runs to win the second cricket Test at Nagpur.  

 The visitors were bowled out for 166 runs in 49.3 overs in their second innings just after lunch on the fourth 

day.   

 RavichandranAshwin picked up four wickets for India, while RavindraJadeja, UmeshYadav and Ishant Sharma 

shared six wickets between them.  

 With this win, India took a 1-0 lead in the three-match series.  

 India had declared their first innings at 610 for six, taking a massive 405-run lead. Sri Lanka made 205 in the 

first innings.  

Ravichandran Ashwin breaks Lillee's record of fastest 300 Test wickets: 

 India off-spinner Ravichandran Ashwin became the fastest bowler to reach the milestone of 300 Test wickets 

today in his 54th match, breaking Dennis Lillee’s record during India's win over Sri Lanka in the second Test.  
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 Australian fast bowling legend Lillee had reached the milestone in 56 Test matches way back in 1981 and it 

took 36 years for another bowler to eclipse the record.  

 Ashwin is only the fifth Indian bowler to complete a career 300 wickets in Test cricket behind Anil Kumble 

(619), Kapil Dev (434), Harbhajan Singh (417) and Zaheer Khan (311). 

Australia beat England by 10 wickets in first Ashes test: 

 Australia defeated England by 10 wickets in the first Ashes test at Gabba in Brisbane to take a 1-0 lead in the 

five-match series.  

 Australia chased down the victory target of 170 runs before lunch on the fifth and final day, with David Warner 

remaining unbeaten at 87 and his opening partner Cameron Bancroft at 82 not out. 

Mumbai to play its 500th Ranji Trophy Match: 

 Mumbai would become the first team to play 500 Ranji Trophy matches. Its 500thmatch will be against Baroda 

at Wankhede Stadium, Mumbai. 

 The Mumbai Team has won a staggering 41 of the 83 Ranji Trophy titles. 

Afghanistan beat Pakistan by 185 runs to lift Under 19 Asia Cup title: 

 Afghanistan won the final of the Under-19 Asia Cup by registering a comprehensive 185-run victory over 

Pakistan at the Kinrara Academy Oval, Kuala Lumpur.  

 Ikram Ali Khil’s hundred and MujeebZadran fifer with the ball helped the Afghans win their historic U19 Asia 

cup.  

USEFUL INFO 

Under-19 Asia Cup venue Malaysia 

India-Sri Lanka Test ends in draw: 

 The first India-Sri Lanka Test ended in a draw as bad light stopped play early on the last day, with Sri 

Lanka reeling on 75/7, requiring 231 to win.  

 Earlier in the day, Kohli slammed his 50th international ton, becoming only the second Indian to 

achieve the feat.  

 Bhuvneshwar Kumar's 4/8 is India's best 4-for figures in a Test's second innings. 

Football 

India to take on Myanmar in 2019 AFC Asian Cup Qualifier: 

 India will take on Myanmar in the return leg of the 2019 AFC Asian Cup Qualifiers football in Margao, 

Goa.   

 India qualified for the continental showpiece after crushing Macau 4-1, in a qualifier last month and a 

point today will take them to the top position.  Myanmar and Kyrgyzstan have four points each, while 

Macau are placed at the bottom of the table without a point. 

Morocco, Tunisia qualifies for World Cup: 
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 Morocco and Tunisia qualified for the World Cup, taking Africa’s last two places. They will join 

Nigeria, Egypt and Senegal as the continent’s five representatives at next year’s tournament in 

Russia.  

 Morocco sealed its place by winning in Ivory Coast 2-0 in what was a straight shootout for the place 

from Group C. Tunisia secured the draw it needed, 0-0 at home against Libya, to qualify from Group 

A and edge out Congo. 

USEFUL INFO 

Morocco Capital – Rabat 

Tunisia Capital – Tunis 

FIFA World Cup Venue 2018 - Russia 

Italy has failed to qualify for the FIFA World Cup for the first time: 

 In Football, Italy has failed to qualify for the FIFA World Cup for the first time since 1958.   

 The four-time champions failed to make the cut after they lost the World Cup Qualifying European 

play-off against Sweden, 0-1.   

 Sweden had won the first leg of the tie 1-0, while the second leg ended as a goal-less draw in Milan. 

 The defeat means Italy will not be present in the competition for only the second time in their history. 

They had declined to play at the inaugural tournament in 1930. 

Lionel Messi wins fourth European Golden Shoe award: 

 Argentine forward Lionel Messi won his fourth European Golden Shoe award after netting 37 times in 

La Liga in 2016-17.  

 In the process, Messiequaled Cristiano Ronaldo's tally of four Golden Shoes.  

 Messi finished ahead of Sporting CP's Bas Dost, who netted 34 in the PrimeiraLiga, while Borussia 

Dortmund's Pierre-EmerickAubameyang was third with 31 goals. 

Ronaldo honoured with new bust at Real Madrid museum: 

 Real Madrid forward and Portuguese captain Cristiano Ronaldo has been honoured with a new bust 

at the club's museum at Santiago Bernabeu.  

 Earlier in March, a bust of Ronaldo was unveiled at an airport at Madeira Islands which was widely 

mocked with many suggesting it looked more like former Ireland footballer Niall Quinn. 

Golf 

Shiv Kapur clinched his first Asian Tour title in India by bagging the Panasonic Open 

 Shiv Kapur clinched his first Asian Tour title in India, bagging the Panasonic Open by three strokes, 

after bringing home a card of four-under 68 in the fourth and final round at the Delhi Golf Club.  

 It is second Asian Tour title of the season for Kapur, who fired five birdies against one bogey to stay 

three strokes clear off a pack of fellow Indians. 
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Useful Info 

Shiv Kapur – Indian Professional Golfer 

Golfer Vani Kapoor finishes tied sixth at Women's Indian Open: 

 Indian golfer Vani Kapoor registered her maiden top-10 finish after finishing tied 6th at the Women's 

Indian Open in Gurugram.  

 France's Camille Chevalier edged out Scotland's Michele Thomson on the final hole to clinch her 

maiden Ladies European Tour title at the Women's Indian Open.  

 Meanwhile, another Indian, Aditi Ashok, finished the tournament at the tied 13th spot. 

Indian women golfer Aditi Ashok becomes first Indian to qualify for LPGA Tour Championship: 

 Indian golfer Aditi Ashok has qualified for the season-ending event of the LPGA Tour, CME Group 

Tour Championship, becoming the first Indian to qualify for the competition.  

 The 19-year-old is one of the eight rookies to qualify for the season-ending event.  

 Aditi became the first female golfer to represent India at the Olympics, after participating in the Rio 

2016 Games. 

Aditi Ashok Wins the Fatima Bint Mubarak Ladies Open in Abu Dhabi 

 Indian golfer Aditi Ashok made her return to the Ladies European Tour by clinching the Fatima Bint 

Mubarak Ladies Open in Abu Dhabi. It is Aditi's third LET win in less than 12 months. 

Hockey 

Indian Women Win Asia Cup, Qualifies for Hockey World Cup  

 India has defeated China 5-4 via shootout to win the women’s Asia Cup hockey title 2017. With this, 

India also qualified for World Cup 2018 as Continental champion.  

 Savita Punia was adjudged Goalkeeper-of-the-Tournament while Monica won the Woman-of-the-

Match award. Skipper Rani scored twice while Monica, LilimaMinz and NavjotKaur scored a goal 

each in the shootout. 

Useful Info 

The Championship was held in Kakamigahara, Japan. 

Odisha CM unveils logo & mascot of Hockey World Cup 2018: 

 Logo and mascot of Hockey World Cup 2018 have been unveiled at Kalinga Stadium in 

Bhubaneswar by Odisha Chief Minister Naveen Patnaik.  

 Recently the state had successfully hosted the Asian Athletics Championships.  

 As many as 16 countries, including hosts India, will participate in the 14th edition of the Hockey 

World Cup.  

 The Chief Minister also launched the countdown timer for the international event scheduled to be 

held in Bhubaneswar late next year. 
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USEFUL INFO 

Hockey World Cup 2018 Venue Bhubaneswar, India 

 

Kabaddi 

Indian men's team beats Pakistan to win Asian Kabaddi Championship: 

 The Indian men's kabaddi team defeated Pakistan 36-22 in the finals of the Asian Kabaddi 

Championship 2017 in Iran to win the gold medal.  

 The Indian men's team remained undefeated in the tournament, having defeated Iraq 61-21, Japan 

82-16, and Afghanistan 103-25 in earlier rounds. 

India women’s team beat South Korea to win Asian Kabaddi Championship: 

 The Indian women's team beat South Korea 42-20, in the finals of the Asian Kabaddi Championship 

2017 in Iran to win the gold medal. 

 India started brightly and kept the score ticking with multiple touch points and took a narrow but 

deserved 19-12 lead at half time.  

 In the second half, India increased the tempo and intensity to add more points to the tally and made 

things tougher for their Asian counterparts.  

Race 

Sebastian Vettel won the Brazilian Grand Prix title: 

 Ferrari's Sebastian Vettel overtook Mercedes' ValtteriBottas on the first turn of the circuit to go on 

and win his fifth race of the season in the form of the Brazilian Grand Prix.  

 Mercedes' Lewis Hamilton, who had clinched his fourth world title two weeks ago in Mexico City, 

began last but managed to finish fourth. 

USEFUL INFO 

Sebastian Vettel - Germany 

Valtteri Bottas beats Lewis Hamilton to win season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix: 

 Valtteri Bottas won the season-ending Abu Dhabi Grand Prix from pole position, beating his 

Mercedes teammate Lewis Hamilton as Formula One’s season finale petered out into a procession.  

 Bottas started from pole for the fourth time this season and assuredly held the position into the first 

corner.  

 Sebastian Vettel, who won the last race in Brazil, finished 20 seconds behind him in third place.  

 Vettel’s Ferrari teammate KimiRaikkonen was fourth and also moved up to fourth in the standings, 

behind Bottas and second-place Vettel. 

Hamilton wins his 4th F1 World Championship with 363 points: 
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 Mercedes driver Lewis Hamilton won his fourth F1 World Championship, finishing the season with 

363 points after securing second position in the last race at the Abu Dhabi Grand Prix.  

 Four-time champion Sebastian Vettel finished second in the championship with 317 points.  

 Mercedes clinched the 2017 constructors' championship with 668 points, 146 points ahead of 

second-placed Ferrari. 

Felipe Massa retired from Formula One grand prix: 

 Felipe Massa bowed out of Formula One in Abu Dhabi with his head held high and one last point in a 

career that brought him 11 wins and nearly a world championship with Ferrari.  

 The farewell was one of several for Massa, who also retired last year before being brought back 

hurriedly by Williams in January as a replacement for ValtteriBottas when the Finn went to Mercedes. 

Shooting 

HeenaSidhu Wins Air Pistol Gold at Commonwealth Shooting Championships  

 Ace Indian shooter Heena Sindhu has bagged gold in women's 10m Air Pistol event at 

Commonwealth Shooting Championships in Brisbane, Australia. Heena shot a score of 240.8 in the 

finals to beat Australia's Elena Galiabovitch, who has to settle for silver after posting 238.2. Kristy 

Gillman of Australia picked up the bronze medal with a score of 213.7. India also picked up their 

second medal through Deepak Kumar as he won bronze in men's 10m Air Rifle event. 

Useful Info 

Heena and Jitu Rai has recently won the first gold medal of the International Shooting Sport Federation 

(ISSF) World Cup Final in the 10m Air Pistol mixed team event. 

Olympic bronze-medallist Gagan Narang Wins Silver in Commonwealth Shooting Championships  

 Gagan Narang won a silver medal in the men’s 50m rifle prone event at the Commonwealth Shooting 

Championships in Gold Coast, Australia. Annu Raj Singh has also won the bronze medal in the 

women’s 50m pistol competition.  

 London Olympics bronze medallistNarang, who is appearing in his first major tournament since the 

2016 Rio Olympics, shot a total of 617.6 in the qualification to end fourth. 

Useful Info 

Commonwealth Shooting Championships 2017 – Australia 

Country – Australia 

Capital – Canberra 

Currency – Australian Dollar 

Indian shooting contingent finished the Commonwealth Shooting Championship 2017 with the best tally 

of 20 medals 
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 The Indian shooting contingent finished the Commonwealth Shooting Championship 2017 with the 

best tally of 20 medals.  

 Indian shooters won a total of six gold, seven silver and seven bronze medals in the competition. On 

the competition's final day, Satyendra Singh and Sanjeev Rajput won gold and silver respectively in 

the men's 50m rifle three positions. 

Useful Info 

Commonwealth Shooting Championship 2017 - Brisbane, Australia 

Country – Australia 

Capital – Canberra 

Currency – Australian Dollar 

Gagan Narang inaugurates shooting tournament in Noida: 

 Olympic bronze medallist Gagan Narang inaugurated the 3rd All India Digvijay Singh Memorial Air 

Rifle/Air Pistol Championship at Noida’s Billabong High International School. The championship will 

run from Nov 11-14 and has already seen more than 480 registrations from all over India. 

Mithali Raj named Sportswoman of the Year: 

 Indian women's cricket team captain Mithali Raj bagged the Indian Sportswoman of the Year (Team 

Sports) award at the Indian Sports Honours (ISH) event held in Mumbai. Further, Mithali-led Indian 

team, which ended as runners-up in the World Cup, won the Team of the Year award. She shared a 

photo with the awards with the caption, "Double honours." 

Shagun Chowdhary crowned National Women's Trap champion: 

 The first Indian woman trap shooter to win an Olympic berth, Shagun Chowdhary bagged a national 

champion crown at the 61st National Shooting Championship in New Delhi.   

 In the final, she overcame the challenge from Punjab's Rajeshwari Kumari to prevail 41-38. 

Defending champion Shreyasi Singh, representing Bihar, finished third with a final round score of 29 

on day two of the competitions.  

 N Nivetha of Tamil Nadu won the Junior Women's title in the same event shooting 37.  

 Shefali Rajak of Madhya Pradesh came second and Delhi's Soumya Gupta came in third with 26 to 

claim the bronze medal. 

Snooker 

Pankaj Advani wins 18th international title at World Snooker Championship: 

 Indian cueist Pankaj Advani defeated Amir Sarkhosh of Iran to win his 18th international title in the 

form of the 15-frame IBSF World Snooker Championship in Doha.  

 Earlier this month, Advani had won his 17th world title at the same venue when he won the IBSF 

World Billiards Championship defeating Mike Russell of England. 
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Pankaj Advani wins 17th World Billiards Championship title: 

 Ace Indian cueist Pankaj Advani clinched his 17th world title after he thrashed his arch-rival Mike 

Russell of England in the IBSF World Billiards Championship in Doha. Advani beat Russell 6-2 to 

defend the 150-up format title he had won in Bengaluru last year. Earlier in the tournament, Advani 

had overcome fellow Indian Rupesh Shah in the semifinals 5-2, while Russell got the better of 

Singapore’s Peter Gilchrist 5-1. 

Swimming 

Sixth edition of Swimmathon on December 3 at Colva beach in South Goa: 

 The sixth edition of Swimmathon, touted as the country's premier open water swimming competition, 

will be held at Colva beach in South Goa on December 3.  

 The event had been accredited by the Swimming Federation of India as the national selection trials. 

Ashish Agarwal, Co-Founder of Square off Sports, the organisers of Swimmathon, stated that this 

year the event will have four categories for both men and women.   

 Around 1000 participants are expected to participate in the event across various categories. 

Table Tennis 

Indian table tennis player wins gold at the Spanish Open: 

 India's 24-year-old table tennis player G Sathiyan clinched the gold medal after defeating Japan's 

Kazuhiro Yoshimura 4-2 in the men's singles final of the 2017 ITTF Challenge Spanish Open in 

Almeria.  

 This is Sathiyan's second major title in addition to the gold he had won last year at the ITTF World 

Tour Belgium Open.  

 This was the second ITTF Challenge Series title won by an Indian this year after Soumyajit Ghosh 

beat compatriot Anthony Amalraj in Chile Open final a few months ago. 

Sharath Kamal, G Sathiyan win bronze in Sweden Open: 

 India’s star doubles pair A Sharath Kamal and G Sathiyan put up a stellar show in the Seamaster 

2017 World Tour Swedish Open in Stockholm to seize a bronze medal.  

 They upset the top seeds of the tournament, Quadri Aruna from Nigeria and Diogo Carvalho from 

Portugal, 3-1 to make it to the semifinals in style.   

 But they lost 1-3 (10-12, 3-11, 11-7, 4-11) to Hong Kong’s Kwan Kit Ho and Chun Ting Wong to miss 

out on the chance to make the title round. 

Tennis 

Martina Hingis Announces Retirement from Pro Tennis:  

 Martina  Hingis, one of only six women's players to hold the No. 1 ranking in both singles and 

doubles at the same time, will retire after the WTA Finals.  
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 Hingis, 37, won Grand Slam titles Nos. 24 and 25 at the US Open in September, capturing the 

women's doubles and mixed doubles titles.  

 Overall, she won 13 major doubles titles, along with five in singles and seven in mixed doubles. She 

held the world No. 1 ranking for 209 weeks during her career, winning 43 WTA singles titles and 64 

doubles titles. 

Useful Info 

Martina Hingis is from Switzerland. 

She is the youngest Grand Slam champion in history, having won the Wimbledon doubles title when she 

was just 15. Hingis was inducted into the International Tennis Hall of Fame in 2013 

Leander Paes and Purav Raja won Knoxville Challenger men's doubles title: 

 In Tennis, Leander Paes and Purav Raja have lifted Knoxville Challenger men's doubles title at 

Tennessee in United States.  

 Top seeded Indians defeated American-Australian duo of James Cerretani and John Patrick Smith 7-

6, 7-6 in the final of the men's doubles ATP challenger at the indoor hard court of Good friend Tennis 

Center.  Paes and Raja won their first ever title after joining forces in August this year.  

France beat Belgium to win first Davis Cup title in 16 years: 

 France defeated Belgium 3-2 to win Davis Cup, dubbed the World Cup of Tennis, for the first time in 

16 years and 10th time overall.  

 Yannick Noah, the last Grand Slam-winning Frenchman, celebrated his third title as captain after 

1991 and 1996 victories.  

 France's tally is now level with Britain at third, behind USA (32) and Australia (28). 

KNOXVILLE CHALLENGER: Leander Paes, Purav Raja entered to quarter finals:- 

 Top seeded Indian team of Leander Paes and Purav Raja entered to the quarter-finals of the 

Knoxville Challenger. 

 Sharan and his Russian partner Mikhail Elgin were out from the event following a 4-7, 7-6, 4-10 

defeat against Sander Arends and Antonio Sancic in the last-eight pair stage. 

USEFUL INFO:- 

VENUE:- KNOXVILLE, US 

Federer becomes top prize money earner in sports at 720 crore: 

 World number two Roger Federer took his prize money to $110,235,682 (nearly Rs.720 crore) after 

beating Alexander Zverev in the ATP Finals, becoming the top prize money-earning athlete.  

 Federer overtook American golfer Tiger Woods, who has earned $110,061,012 (over Rs.717 crore) 

in prize money.  

 Federer has won 95 career titles, including a men's record 19 Grand Slam titles.  
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 The 2017 season has been one the best season’s for Federer as he returned from a six-month long 

injury break to win major titles at the Australian Open and Wimbledon. 

Yuki Bhambri beats Ramkumar Ramanathan to win ATP Challenger: 

 India's tennis star Yuki Bhambri clinched his first title of the 2017 season on the ATP Challenger Tour 

following a come-from-behind win over compatriot RamkumarRamanathan in the final of the KPIT-

MSLTA Challenger in Pune.   

 Yuki, country's top singles player, overcame Ramanathan 4-6, 6-3, 6-4 in a little over two hours at 

Balewadi Sports Complex. 

 He had broken into the top-100 after that trophy-winning effort and this win will again push him to the 

top-100 bracket. 

Bulgaria's Grigor Dimitrov wins ATP Finals in London: 

 Grigor Dimitrov of Bulgaria has won the ATP Finals after three set victory over David Goffin of 

Belgium in a hard-fought battle in London  

 Grigor Dimitrov overcame David Goffin 7-5, 4-6, 6-3 to win the title.  It is his fourth title of the year 

and will lift him three places to No. 3 in the world, behind Rafael Nadal and Roger Federer.   

 The title clash, which lasted for almost two and a half hours, was the longest final since John 

McEnroe defeated Arthur Ashe at Madison Square Garden in 1978. 

Wrestling 

Vinesh, Ritu Phogat win gold medals at wrestling nationals: 

 Vinesh and Ritu Phogat bagged gold medals at the National Wrestling Championship.  

 Commonwealth Games gold medallist Vinesh, representing Railways, finished first after beating 

Haryana's Manisha in the women's 55-kg category 

 Ritu won the women's 50-kg event after beating Nirmala 

USEFUL INFO 

62nd Senior National Wrestling Championship 

venue 

Indore, Madya Pradesh 

Sushil Kumar wins gold without fighting in quarters, semis, and final: 

 Two-time Olympic medallist Sushil Kumar, who made a return to wrestling after a gap of three years, 

won a gold medal at the National Wrestling Championship after receiving walkovers in the 

quarterfinal, semifinal and final.  

 Kumar battled for just two minutes and 33 seconds in total on the mat as he fought only two of his 

initial round bouts. 

Geeta Phogat, Sakshi Malik wins gold in national wrestling: 
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 Indian wrestlers Sakshi Malik and Geeta Phogat won gold medals in their respective weight 

categories at the National Wrestling Championship.  

 Geeta won gold in the 59 kg category. Sakshi clinched the top spot in the 62 kg category. 

Amit Dhankar, Mausam Khatri bag gold medal in National Wrestling championship: 

 Amit Dhankar and Mausam Khatri bagged the gold medal in their respective weight categories of 

men's freestyle on the third and final day of National Wrestling championship.  

 AmitDhankar and MausamKhatri bagged the gold medal in their respective weight categories of 

men's freestyle on the third and final day of National Wrestling championship at Indore.   

 Other big names in the Indian wrestling circle such as Rahul Aware (61kg), Jitender (79kg), Somvir 

(92kg) and Sumit (125kg) also finished on top of the podium.  

 Rio Olympic bronze medallist Sakshi's husband, SatyawartKadian, meanwhile, settled for a bronze. 

Ritu Bhogat bags silver at U-23 Senior World Wrestling Championship 

 Female wrestler RituPhogat bagged the silver medal in U-23 Senior World Wrestling Championship 

being held at Poland.  

 Phogat defeated Bulgarian Wrestler Selishka by 4-2 points in the quarterfinal and defeated Chinese 

Wrestler Jiang Zhu by 4-3 points in the semifinal.  

 Ritu had recently won the National championship in Indore. In May, Phogat won a bronze medal at 

the Asian Championships 

 

Other Sports News: 

Lebanese Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri resigned from his post 

 Lebanese Prime Minister Saad al-Hariri resigned from his post. He was in Saudi Arabia’s capital, 

Riyadh when he announced the resignation.  

 He has resigned as he feared for his life. His father, former Prime Minister Rafik al-Hariri, was 

assassinated in 2005. 

Useful Info 

Country – Lebanon 

Capital – Beirut 

Currency - Lebanese pound 

Youth and Sports Minister released the India Youth Development Index and Report 2017: 

 Youth and Sports Minister Col. Rajyavardhan Singh Rathore released the India Youth Development 

Index and Report 2017 in New Delhi.  

 The Index enables recognizing the high and low performing states, identifies the weak domains and 

informs the policy makers the priority areas of intervention for youth development in the states.  
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 The objective of constructing the index is to track the trends in youth development across the States. 

France to host of 2023 Rugby World Cup: 

 France will host the 2023 Rugby World Cup in a huge surprise after the Council of the sport’s 

governing body went against the recommendations of an extensive evaluation report in a secret 

ballot.  

 South Africa had been recommended by World Rugby’s Board but the Council members went to 

France, which also held the tournament in 2007.  

 Ireland, which has never hosted the World Cup on its own, was eliminated after the first round when 

it secured eight of the 39 available votes to the 13 of South Africa and 18 of France.  

 In the second round, France secured 24 votes to South Africa’s 15. 

USEFUL INFO 

France Capital Paris 

France Currency Euro, CFP franc 

France President Emmanuel Macron 

Indian luger Shiva Keshavan qualifies for his sixth Winter Olympics: 

 Indian luger Shiva Keshavan will make his sixth appearance at the Winter Olympics as he qualified 

for the 2018 PyeongChang Winter Games at the ongoingViessmann Luge World Cup 2017-18 in 

Innsbruck, Austria.  

 The three-time Asian Cup gold medallist luger needed five necessary points to achieve the 

qualification standard for next year’s mega-event and he managed to achieve that at the World Cup.  

 Competing in the Viessmann Luge World Cup, Keshavan, the current Asian Champion, finished 23rd 

out of 57 athletes with a time difference of 0.701s from the winner 

European Games 2019 to include new mixed gender team event: 

 A new mixed gender team competition is set to be introduced at the European Games in 2019 in 

Minsk.  

 The new event, called Dynamic New Athletics (DNA), will feature Europe's top 30 countries 

competing across 10 events in two hours, culminating in a staggered pursuit relay called the 'Hunt'.  

 Each team will feature nine women, eight men, and six reserves. 

USEFUL INFO 

European Games Venue Minsk, Belarus 

European Games Motto Bright Year, Bright You 

Mirabai Chanu 1st Indian in 22 yrs to win World Weightlifting Championship: 

 India's MirabaiChanu has bagged the country's maiden gold at the 2017 World Weightlifting 

Championships held in Anaheim, USA 
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 She is becoming only the second Indian to do so after KarnamMalleswari, who won gold in 1995.  

 Twenty-three-year-old Chanu, who won silver at 2014 Commonwealth Games, lifted 85 kg in Snatch 

and 109 kg in Clean and Jerk in Women's 48-kg category. 

 

BOOKS AND AUTHORS 

Person Name of the Book 

M. Venkaiah Naidu (Vice President of India) 
Journey of Women law reforms and law commission of India –

Some Insights 

 

 

OBITUARIES IN NOVEMBER 2017 

 

Person Designation 

AG Milkha Singh Former India cricketer 

Ashok Khale Veteran cyclist 

David Poisson French Olympic skier 

Shyama Veteran Bollywood actor 

A. Latha Eminent environmental activist and leader of the anti-Athirappilly project agitation 

Prakash Dahal Former Nepal PM Pushpa Kamal Dahal’s 

Naim Suleymanoglu Three-time Olympic gold medal-winning weightlifter 

Daniel Hegarty British rider (motorcyclist) 

Priya Ranjan Dasmunsi Former I&B Minister and Veteran Congress leader 

Jana Novotna Former Wimbledon champion 

K. V. L. Narayan Rao NDTV group CEO 

Habibullah Basha Veteran lawyer 

Digumarthy Kamalamma Communist Party of India (Marxist) leader 

Jon Hendricks Jazz singer and lyricist 

Om Saraf 
Veteran journalist, political activist and social activist and former MLA from Jammu 

and Kashmir 

E .T. Selvam Veteran ophthalmologist 

E Chandrasekharan Nair Former Kerala minister 
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