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01-02-2018 

1). Ignominy (Noun) 

Definition: public shame or disgrace. 

Synonyms:  

shame, humiliation, embarrassment, mortification 

Usage: the ignominy of being imprisoned 

 

2). Alleged (Adjective) 

Definition: said, without proof, to have taken place or 

to have a specified illegal or undesirable quality 

Synonyms:  supposed, so-called, claimed, professed, 

purported, ostensible, apparent 

Usage: the alleged conspirators 

 

3). Sobering (Verb) 

Definition: make or become more serious, sensible, 

and solemn 

Synonyms:  become (more) serious, settle (down), 

relax, soften 

Usage: his expression sobered her 

 

4). Onslaught (Noun) 

Definition:  a fierce or destructive attack. 

Synonyms: 

assault, attack, offensive, aggression, advance, charge, 

onrush, rush 

Usage: a series of onslaughts on the citadel 

 

5). Hasten (Verb) 

Definition:  cause (something, especially something 

undesirable) to happen sooner than it otherwise would 

Synonyms:  speed up, make faster, accelerate, 

quicken, precipitate, expedite, advance. 

Usage:  this tragedy probably hastened his own death 

from heart disease 

 

6). Flagrant (Adjective) 

Definition: conspicuously or obviously offensive 

Synonyms:  

blatant, glaring, obvious, overt, evident, conspicuous 

Usage: a flagrant violation of the law 

 

7). Eschewed (Verb) 

Definition: deliberately avoid using; abstain from 

Synonyms: abstain from, refrain from, give up, forgo, 

forswear, shun, renounce 

Usage:  he appealed to the crowd to eschew violence 

8). Provocative (Adjective) 

Definition: causing anger or another strong reaction, 

especially deliberately 

Synonyms:  

annoying, irritating, exasperating, infuriating, provokin

g, maddening 

Usage: a provocative article 

 

9). Bipartisanship (Noun) 

Definition:  agreement or cooperation between two 

political parties that usually oppose each other's 

policies 

Synonyms: Partnership  

Usage: a renewed spirit of political bipartisanship 

 

10). Carnage (Noun) 

Definition: the killing of a large number of people 

Synonyms:  slaughter, massacre, mass murder, mass 

destruction, butchery 

Usage: the bombing was timed to cause as much 

carnage as possible 

 

11). Adherence (Noun) 

Definition: attachment or commitment to a person, 

cause, or belief 

Synonyms:  attachment, sticky, sticking, adhering, 

clinging, tacky 

Usage:  a strict adherence to etiquette 

 

12). Hawks (Noun) 

Definition: a person who advocates an aggressive or 

warlike policy, especially in foreign affairs 

Synonyms:  advocate.  

Usage: severe limits were put on the peace plan by 

party hawks 

 

02
nd

 Feb 2018 

1). Prudence (Noun) 

Definition: the quality of being prudent; cautiousness 

Synonyms:  wisdom, judgement, good 

judgement, judiciousness, sagacity 
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Usage:  we need to exercise prudence in such 

important matters  

 

2). Unremunerative (Adjective) 

Definition: bringing little or no profit or income 

Synonyms: gain less, profitless  

Usage: unremunerative research work 

 

3). Tyranny (Noun) 

Definition: cruel and oppressive government or rule 

Synonyms: despotism, absolutism, absolute power, 

autocracy, dictatorship 

Usage: refugees fleeing tyranny and oppression 

 

4). Grandiose (Adjective) 

Definition:  extravagantly or pretentiously imposing in 

appearance or style 

Synonyms:  

magnificent, impressive, grand, imposing, awe-

inspiring 

Usage: the court's grandiose facade 

 

5). Overwhelmingly (Adverb) 

Definition: to a very great degree or with a great 

majority 

Synonyms:   very 

large, profuse, enormous, immense, inordinate, 

massive 

Usage: the country voted overwhelmingly for 

independence 

 

6). Frugal (Adjective) 

Definition: sparing or economical as regards money or 

food. 

Synonyms:  

thrifty, sparing, economical, saving; careful, cautious, 

prudent, provident 

Usage: "I'm a bit too frugal to splash out on designer 

clothes 

 

7). Clamour (Noun) 

Definition: a loud and confused noise, especially that 

of people shouting 

Synonyms: din, racket, loud noise, uproar, tumult, 

babel, shouting, yelling 

Usage: the questions rose to a clamour 

 

8). Salariat (Noun) 

Definition: salaried white-collar workers 

Usage: the public-sector salariat 

 

9). Vexatious (Adjective) 

Definition: causing or tending to cause annoyance, 

frustration, or worry 

Synonyms:  

annoying, vexing, irritating, irksome, displeasing, infur

iating, maddening 

Usage: the vexatious questions posed by software 

copyrights 

 

10). Dwindling (Verb) 

Definition: diminish gradually in size, amount, or 

strength 

Synonyms: diminish, decrease, reduce, get smaller, 

become smaller, grow smaller 

Usage: traffic has dwindled to a trickle 

 

11). Affluent (Adjective) 

Definition: (especially of a group or area) having a 

great deal of money; wealthy 

Synonyms:  wealthy, rich, prosperous, opulent, well 

off, moneyed, cash rich 

Usage:  the affluent societies of the western world 

 

12). Levy (Noun) 

Definition: impose (a tax, fee, or fine) 

Synonyms: 

impose, charge, exact, demand, raise, collect, gather 

Usage: a tax of two per cent was levied on all cargoes 

 

03
rd

 Feb 2018 

1). Jolted (Verb) 

Definition:  give a surprise or shock to (someone) in 

order to make them act or change 

Synonyms:  startle, surprise, shock, stun, shake 

Usage:  she tried to jolt him out of his depression 
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2). Lone (Adjective) 

Definition: having no companions; solitary or single 

Synonyms:  

solitary, single, solo, unaccompanied, unescorted, alon

e 

Usage: I approached a lone drinker across the bar 

 

3). Imperious (Adjective) 

Definition:  arrogant and domineering. 

Synonyms:  peremptory, high-handed, commanding, 

imperial, overbearing, overweening 

Usage: his imperious demands 

 

4). Alienated (Verb) 

Definition: make (someone) feel isolated or estranged. 

Synonyms: estrange, turn away, set apart, drive apart, 

isolate, detach 

Usage: an urban environment which would alienate 

its inhabitants 

 

5). Relying (Verb) 

Definition: depend on with full trust or confidence 

Synonyms:  depend, count, bank, place reliance, 

bargain, plan 

Usage: I know I can rely on your discretion 

 

6). Verdict (Noun) 

Definition: a decision on an issue of fact in a civil or 

criminal case or an inquest 

Synonyms:  Judgement, adjudication, adjudgement, 

decision, finding, ruling 

Usage: the jury returned a verdict of not guilty 

 

7). Vindication (Noun) 

Definition: the action of clearing someone of blame or 

suspicion 

Synonyms: prove, justify, disprove, refute 

Usage: I intend to work to ensure my full vindication 

 

8). Jaded (Adjective) 

Definition:  bored or lacking enthusiasm, typically 

after having had too much of something.   

Synonyms:  

satiated, sated, surfeited, glutted, cloyed, gorged 

Usage:  meals to tempt the most jaded appetites 

 

9). Envisaged (Verb) 

Definition: contemplate or conceive of as a possibility 

or a desirable future event 

Synonyms:  

Usage: the Rome Treaty envisaged free movement 

across frontiers 

 

10). Inflate (Verb) 

Definition: fill (a balloon, tyre, or other expandable 

structure) with air or gas so that it becomes distended 

Synonyms:  blown up, aerated, filled, puffed up, 

puffed out, pumped up 

Usage:  never use an air line on a garage forecourt to 

inflate your tyres 

 

11). Empanelled (Verb) 

Definition: enrol (someone) on to a jury 

Synonyms: select, pick  

Usage: several of her friends have been empanelled 

 

12). Tertiary (Adjective) 

Definition: third in order or level. 

Usage: the tertiary stage of the disease 

 

05
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Escalating (Verb) 

Definition: make or become more intense or serious 

Synonyms:  grow, develop, mushroom, increase, be 

increased, be stepped up 

 Usage:  The disturbance escalated into a full-scale 

riot 

 

2). Lieu (Noun) 

Definition: instead 

Synonyms: rather, alternatively. 

Usage: the company issued additional shares to 

shareholders in lieu of a cash dividend 

 

 

3). Laudable (Adjective) 

Definition: deserving praise and commendation 

http://www.ibpsguide.com/
http://www.sscexamguide.com/
estore.ibpsguide.com


             

Important Monthly English Vocabulary PDF | February 2018 | Based on “The Hindu” 

 

www.ibpsguide.com   |  estore.ibpsguide.com   |  www.sscexamguide.com 

For Free Online Mock Test: Visit- estore.ibpsguide.com  
 
4 
 

Synonyms:  

praiseworthy, commendable, admirable, meritorious, 

worthy, deserving 

Usage:  laudable though the aim might be, the results 

have been criticized 

 

4). Insofar (Adverb) 

Definition: to such an extent 

Synonyms:  because, making allowance for. 

Usage: I will do the work insofar as I am able 

 

5). Hinterland (Noun) 

Definition: the remote areas of a country away from 

the coast or the banks of major rivers.  

Synonyms: the back of beyond, the middle of 

nowhere, the backwoods, the wilds 

Usage: the hinterland of southern Italy 

 

6). Bureaucracy (Noun) 

Definition: excessively complicated administrative 

procedure 

Synonyms: red tape, rules and regulations, etiquette, 

protocol, officialdom 

Usage:  the unnecessary bureaucracy in local 

government 

 

7). Amidst (Noun) 

Definition: amongst, between 

Synonyms: instead, on behalf of 

Usage: variant of amid 

 

8). Semblance (Noun) 

Definition: the outward appearance or apparent form 

of something, especially when the reality is different 

Synonyms:  appearance, outward 

appearance, approximation, show, air, guise 

Usage: she tried to force her thoughts back into some 

semblance of order 

 

9). Persuade (Verb) 

Definition: (of a situation or event) provide a sound 

reason for (someone) to do something 

Synonyms: cause, lead, move, dispose, incline, 

motivate, induce 

Usage: the cost of the manor's restoration persuaded 

them to take in guests 

 

10). Abide (Verb) 

Definition: accept or act in accordance with (a rule, 

decision, or recommendation) 

Synonyms:  comply with, obey, observe, follow, keep 

to, hold to, conform to 

Usage: I said I would abide by their decision 

 

11). Cohort (Noun) 

Definition: a group of people with a shared 

characteristic 

Synonyms: group, grouping, category, categorization, 

grade 

Usage: a cohort of civil servants patiently drafting 

legislation 

 

12). Coercive (Adjective) 

Definition: relating to or using force or threats 

Synonyms:  force, constraint. 

Usage: coercive measures 

06
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Equities (Noun) 

Definition: the value of the shares issued by a 

company 

Synonyms:  

value, worth, valuation; ownership, rights, proprietorsh

ip 

Usage: he owns 62% of the group's equity 

 

2). Abandonment (Noun) 

Definition: the action or fact of abandoning or being 

abandoned 

Synonyms: desertion, neglect, stranding; jilting, 

betrayal 

Usage: she had a feeling of utter abandonment and 

loneliness 

 

3). Intraday (Adjective) 

Definition: occurring within one day 

Synonyms: in between, intermediate 

Usage:  the dollar slipped from an intraday high of 

104 
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4). Whammy (Noun) 

Definition: an event with a powerful and unpleasant 

effect; a blow. 

Synonyms: magic, charm 

Usage: the third whammy was the degradation of the 

financial system 

 

5). Indexation (Noun) 

Definition: a system in which the value of something 

changes in relation to another value or fixed standard 

Synonyms:  bargain, beat down, bottom out 

Usage: Indexation of pay rises to productivity will 

give people an incentive to work harder 

 

6). Astutely (Adverb) 

Definition: accurately assessing situations or people; 

perceptively 

Synonyms:  accurate, correct, appropriate 

Usage: she astutely pointed out that usually you have 

to be dead to be a legend 

 

7). Sojourn (Noun) 

Definition: a temporary stay 

Synonyms: stay, visit, stop, stopover, residence 

Usage: her sojourn in Rome 

 

8).Hyped (Noun) 

Definition: a situation in which something is 

advertised and discussed in newspapers, on television 

Synonyms: publicize, advertise, promote, push, boost, 

merchandise 

Usage: There's been a lot of hype around/surrounding 

his latest film 

 

9). Luster (Noun) 

Definition:  a gentle sheen or soft glow. 

Synonyms: 

sheen, gloss, glossiness, shine, brightness, radiance, bu

rnish, polish, patina 

Usage:  the lustre of the Milky Way 

 

10). Troika (Noun) 

Definition: group of three 

Usage: They are Troika officers for this office. 

 

11). Leapt (Verb) 

Definition: jump or spring a long way, to a great 

height, or with great force 

Synonyms:  jump over, jump, vault over, vault, spring 

over, bound over 

Usage: he leapt on to the parapet 

  

12). Prodigies (Noun) 

Definition: a young person with exceptional qualities 

or abilities 

Synonyms: child genius, genius, wonder 

child, mastermind, virtuoso 

Usage: a Russian pianist who was a child prodigy in 

his day 

 

07
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Disgruntled (Adjective) 

Definition: angry or dissatisfied. 

Synonyms: 

dissatisfied, discontented, aggrieved, resentful, fed 

up, displeased 

Usage:  judges receive letters from disgruntled 

members of the public 

 

2). Belligerent (Adjective) 

Definition: hostile and aggressive 

Synonyms: 

hostile, aggressive, threatening, antagonistic, pugnacio

us, bellicose, 

 truculent 

Usage: the mood at the meeting was belligerent 

3). Ally (Noun) 

Definition: combine or unite a resource or commodity 

with (another) for mutual benefit. 

Synonyms: combine, marry, couple, merge, 

amalgamate, join, pool, fuse, weld, knit 

Usage: he allied his racing experience with his father's 

business acumen 

 

4). Reluctant (Adjective) 

Definition: unwilling and hesitant; disinclined 
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Synonyms: 

unwilling, disinclined, unenthusiastic, grudging, resista

nt, resisting, opposed 

Usage: today, many ordinary people are still reluctant 

to talk about politics 

 

5). Perennial (Adjective) 

Definition: lasting or existing for a long or apparently 

infinite time; enduring or continually recurring. 

Synonyms:  

everlasting, perpetual, eternal, continuing, unending, n

ever-ending, endless 

Usage: his perennial distrust of the media 

 

6). Chafing (Verb) 

Definition: (with reference to a part of the body) make 

or become sore by rubbing against something 

Synonyms: abrade, graze, grate, rub against, rub 

painfully, gall, skin, scrape, scratch, rasp 

Usage: the collar chafed his neck 

 

7). Inasmuch (Adverb) 

Definition: to the extent that; in so far as 

Synonyms: so far, since 

Usage: these provisions apply only inasmuch as trade 

between Member States is affected 

 

8). Farce (Noun) 

Definition: an event or situation that is absurd or 

disorganized 

Synonyms: 

absurdity, mockery, travesty, sham, pretence, masquer

ade, charade 

Usage: the debate turned into a drunken farce 

 

9). Outrage (Noun) 

Definition: an extremely strong reaction of anger, 

shock, or indignation 

Synonyms:  

indignation, fury, anger, rage, disapproval, wrath, shoc

k, resentment 

Usage: her voice trembled with outrage 

 

10). Escalating (Verb) 

Definition: make or become more intense or serious. 

Synonyms:  grow, develop, mushroom, increase, be 

increased, be stepped up, build up 

Usage: the disturbance escalated into a full-scale riot 

 

11). Bonhomie (Noun) 

Definition: cheerful friendliness; geniality 

Synonyms: 

geniality, congeniality, conviviality, cordiality, affabili

ty, amiability, sociability 

Usage: he exuded good humour and bonhomie. 

 

08
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Exemplified (Noun) 

Definition: be a typical example of 

Synonyms:  typify, epitomize, be a typical example 

of, serve as a typical example of 

Usage: the best dry sherry is exemplified by the fino 

of Jerez 

 

2). Dovish (Adjective) 

Definition: tone of a language 

Usage: Federal Reserve bank refers to inflation in a 

dovish tone 

 

3). Incipient (Adjective) 

Definition: (of a person) developing into a specified 

type or role 

Synonyms:  developing, impending, growing, 

emerging, emergent, dawning 

Usage: we seemed more like friends than incipient 

lovers 

 

4). Incitement (Noun) 

Definition: the action of provoking unlawful 

behaviour or urging someone to behave unlawfully 

Synonyms:  egging on, urging, goading, spurring 

on, motivation,  persuasion,  inducement 

Usage:  this amounted to an incitement to commit 

murder 

 

5). Presumably (Adverb) 

Definition: used to convey that what is asserted is 

very likely though not known for certain 
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Synonyms:  assume, I expect, I believe, I presume, I 

take it, I suppose, I imagine 

Usage: it was not yet ten o'clock, so presumably the 

boys were still at the pub 

 

6). Feudal (Adjective) 

Definition: according to, resembling, or denoting the 

system of feudalism 

Synonyms:  antique, archaic, gothic 

Usage: the feudal system 

 

7). Coercion (Noun) 

Definition:  the action or practice of persuading 

someone to do something by using force or threats 

Synonyms: 

force, compulsion, constraint, duress, oppression, enfo

rcement, harassment 

Usage: it wasn't slavery because no coercion was used 

 

8). Ruthlessly (Adverb) 

Definition: without pity or compassion for others 

Synonyms:  merciless, pitiless, cruel, heartless, hard-

hearted, hard, stony-hearted 

Usage: they fell prey to money lenders who ruthlessly 

exploited them 

 

9). Sway (Verb) 

Definition: move or cause to move slowly or 

rhythmically backwards and forwards or from side to 

side 

Synonyms:  

swing, shake, oscillate, rock, undulate, move from side 

to side 

Usage: he swayed slightly on his feet 

 

10).Brook (Noun) 

Definition: a small stream. 

Synonyms:  stream, small 

river, streamlet, rivulet, rill, brooklet, runnel 

Usage: the Lake District boasts lovely lakes and 

babbling brooks 

 

09
th

 Feb 2018 

1).Breach (Noun) 

Definition: an act of breaking or failing to observe a 

law, agreement, or code of conduct 

Synonyms:  contravention, violation, breaking, non-

observance, infringement,  transgression 

Usage: a breach of confidence 

 

2). Heeded (Verb) 

Definition: pay attention to; take notice of. 

Synonyms: pay attention to, take notice of, take note 

of, pay heed to, be heedful of 

Usage: he should have heeded the warnings 

 

3). Rhetoric (Noun) 

Definition: the art of effective or persuasive speaking 

or writing, especially the exploitation of figures of 

speech and other compositional techniques 

Synonyms:  oratory, eloquence, power of 

speech, command of language, expression,  way with 

words 

Usage: he is using a common figure of rhetoric, 

hyperbole 

 

 

4). Brinkmanship (Noun) 

Definition: the art or practice of pursuing a dangerous 

policy to the limits of safety before stopping, 

especially in politics. 

Synonyms:  risk, hazard, menace 

Usage: in any game of brinkmanship, it is possible 

that one side will collapse suddenly 

 

5). Flee (Verb) 

Definition: run away from a place or situation of 

danger 

Synonyms:  run, run away, run off, make a run for it, 

run for it, take flight, be gone, make off 

Usage: to escape the fighting, his family fled from 

their village 

 

6). Pragmatist (Noun) 

Definition: a person who is guided more by practical 

considerations than by ideals. 

Synonyms: guide, dedective 
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Usage: hardheaded pragmatists firmly rooted in the 

real world 

 

7). Impeachment (Noun) 

Definition: the action of calling into question the 

integrity or validity of something. 

Synonyms: challenge, question, call into 

question, cast doubt on, raise doubts about 

Usage: the prosecutor's detailed impeachment of the 

character witness 

 

8). Scandals (Noun) 

Definition: an action or event regarded as morally or 

legally wrong and causing general public outrage 

Synonyms: outrageous wrongdoing, outrageous 

behaviour, immoral behaviour, unethical behaviour 

Usage: a bribery scandal involving one of his key 

supporters 

 

9). Brazened (Verb) 

Definition: endure an embarrassing or difficult 

situation by behaving with apparent confidence and 

lack of shame 

Synonyms: put on a bold front, put a bold face on it, 

be defiant, be unrepentant, be impenitent 

Usage: there was nothing to do but brazen it out 

 

10). Reluctance (Noun) 

Definition: unwillingness or disinclination to do 

something. 

Synonyms: unwillingness, disinclination, lack of 

enthusiasm, hesitation, hesitance,  hesitancy 

Usage: she sensed his reluctance to continue 

 

11). Manoeuvre (Noun) 

Definition: a movement or series of moves requiring 

skill and care. 

Synonyms: operation, exercise, activity, move, 

movement, action 

Usage: snowboarders performed daring manoeuvres 

on precipitous slopes 

 

12). Succor (Noun) 

Definition: assistance and support in times of hardship 

and distress 

Synonyms: aid, help, a helping hand, assistance, 

ministration, comfort, ease, relief 

Usage: the wounded had little chance of succor. 

 

13). Anti-apartheid (Noun) 

Definition: opposed to a policy or system of apartheid. 

 

10
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Fragile (Adjective) 

Definition: easily destroyed or threatened 

Synonyms: tenuous, easily broken, easily destroyed, 

easily threatened, vulnerable 

Usage: you have a fragile grip on reality 

 

2). Rapacious (Adjective) 

Definition: aggressively greedy or grasping 

Synonyms: grasping, greedy, avaricious, acquisitive, 

covetous, mercenary, materialistic, insatiable, 

predatory, voracious, usurious, extortionate 

Usage: rapacious landlords 

 

3). Preempt (Verb) 

Definition: take action in order to prevent (an 

anticipated event) happening; forestall. 

Synonyms: forestall, prevent 

Usage: the government pre-empted a coup attempt 

 

4). Solely (Adverb) 

Definition: not involving anyone or anything else; 

only 

Synonyms: 

only, simply, just, merely, uniquely, exclusively, entire

ly, completely, absolutely, totally 

Usage: he is solely responsible for any debts the 

company may incur 

 

5). Fouled (Verb) 

Definition: dirty; pollute 

Synonyms:  

dirty, soil, stain, blacken, muddy, begrime, splash, spat

ter, smear 

Usage: factories which fouled the atmosphere 
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6). Abeyance (Noun) 

Definition: a state of temporary disuse or suspension 

Synonyms: suspension, a state of suspension, a state 

of dormancy, a state of latency 

Usage: matters were held in abeyance pending further 

enquiries 

 

7). Appetite (Noun) 

Definition: a strong desire or liking for something 

Synonyms: craving, longing, yearning, hankering 

Usage: her appetite for life 

 

8). Pragmatism (Noun) 

Definition: a pragmatic attitude or policy 

Synonyms: efficient, logical, realistic. 

Usage: ideology had been tempered with pragmatism 

 

9).Hawk (Noun) 

Definition: a person who advocates an aggressive or 

warlike policy, especially in foreign affairs 

Synonyms: belligerent, chauvinist  

Usage: severe limits were put on the peace plan by 

party hawks 

 

10). Profligate (Adjective) 

Definition: recklessly extravagant or wasteful in the 

use of resources 

Synonyms: spendthrift, improvident, prodigal, 

immoderate 

Usage: profligate consumers of energy 

 

11). Disillusionment (Noun) 

Definition: a feeling of disappointment resulting from 

the discovery that something is not as good as one 

believed it to be. 

Synonyms:  

Usage: the high abstention rate at the election reflected 

the voters' growing disillusionment with politics 

 

12). Stasis (Noun) 

Definition: a period or state of inactivity or 

equilibrium 

Synonyms: abnormal state, inactive  

Usage: long periods of stasis 

 

12
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Neonatal (Adjective) 

Definition:  relating to newborn children (or other 

mammals). 

Synonyms: infant, baby. 

Usage: special attention is given to mortality in the 

neonatal period 

 

2). Remedial (Adjective) 

Definition: giving or intended as a remedy or cure 

Synonyms: corrective, curing, antidotal. 

Usage: remedial surgery 

 

3). Bedrock (Noun) 

Definition: the fundamental principles on which 

something is based 

Synonyms:  core, basis, base, foundation, root, roots, 

heart, backbone 

Usage: honesty is the bedrock of a good relationship 

 

4). Patronage (Noun) 

Definition: the power to control appointments to 

office or the right to privileges 

Synonyms:  power of appointment, right of 

appointment, favouritism, nepotism, partisanship.  

Usage: recruits are selected on merit, not through 

political patronage 

 

5). Allure (Noun) 

Definition: the quality of being powerfully and 

mysteriously attractive or fascinating 

Synonyms:  

attraction, lure, draw, pull, appeal, glamour, allurement

, enticement 

Usage: people for whom gold holds no allure 

 

6). Bourses (Noun) 

Definition: a stock market in a non-English-speaking 

country, especially France 

Usage: He was working in Bourses. 

 

7). Spurred (Adjective) 
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Definition: having a horny spike or pointed growth, 

used in fighting 

Synonyms: hike, growth 

Usage: a lone gamecock stood propped on stiff 

spurred legs by one corner 

 

8). Unmet (Adjective) 

Definition: not achieved or fulfilled 

Synonyms: failure, not success, abortive. 

Usage: an unmet nee 

 

9). Rein (Noun) 

Definition: check or guide (a horse) by pulling on its 

reins 

Synonyms: guide, check, constrain. 

Usage: he reined in his horse and waited 

 

10). Integrity (Noun) 

Definition: the quality of being honest and having 

strong moral principles 

Synonyms: honesty, uprightness, probity, rectitude, 

honour, honorableness 

Usage: a gentleman of complete integrity 

 

13
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Forcibly (Adverb) 

Definition: using force or violence. 

Synonyms: by force, against one's will, under protest, 

compulsorily, under compulsion 

Usage: no one will be forcibly evicted 

 

2). Bluff (Verb) 

Definition: try to deceive someone as to one's abilities 

or intentions 

Synonyms:  pretend, sham, fake, feign, put on an 

act, put it on 

Usage: he's been bluffing all along 

 

3). Tempting (Adjective) 

Definition: appealing to or attracting someone, even if 

wrong or unwise. 

Synonyms: 

enticing, alluring, attractive, appealing, inviting, captiv

ating, seductive 

Usage: a tempting financial offer 

 

4). Mammoth (Adjective) 

Definition: huge 

Synonyms: huge, enormous, gigantic, giant, colossal, 

massive, vast, immense 

Usage: a mammoth corporation 

 

5). Plagued (Verb) 

Definition: pester or harass (someone) continually 

Synonyms: pester, harass, badger, bother, torment, 

persecute, bedevil 

Usage: he was plaguing her with questions 

 

6). Upended (Verb) 

Definition: set or turn (something) on its end or upside 

down 

Synonyms: change, convert, alter. 

Usage: she upended a can of soup over the portions 

 

7). Exile (Verb) 

Definition: expel and bar (someone) from their native 

country, typically for political or punitive reasons 

Synonyms:  expel, banish, expatriate, deport, ban, bar 

Usage: a corrupt dictator who had been exiled from 

his country 

 

8). Embroiled (Verb) 

Definition: bring into a state of confusion or disorder 

Synonyms: confusion, disarray, chaos 

Usage: what merit do you claim for having embroiled 

everything in which you are concerned? 

 

9). Hauled (Verb) 

Definition: pull or drag with effort or force 

Synonyms:  drag, pull, tug, heave, hump, trail, draw, 

tow, manhandle 

Usage: he hauled his bike out of the shed 

 

10). Fray (Verb) 

Definition: show the effects of strain 

Synonyms: strain, tax, overtax, irritate, put on edge, 

make edgy 

Usage: as the temperature rose, tempers frayed 
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11). Tactical (Adjective) 

Definition: showing adroit planning; aiming at an end 

beyond the immediate action 

Synonyms: calculated, planned, plotted, prudent, 

strategic, politic, diplomatic, judicious 

Usage: in a tactical retreat, she moved into a hotel 

with her daughters 

 

12). Legitimacy (Noun) 

Definition: conformity to the law or to rules 

Synonyms: justifiable, lawful, correct, certain. 

Usage: refusal to recognize the legitimacy of both 

governments 

 

13). Muzzle (Noun) 

Definition: the projecting part of the face, including 

the nose and mouth, of an animal such as a dog or 

horse. 

Synonyms: snout, nose, mouth, jaws, maw 

Usage: she patted the horse's velvety muzzle 

 

14). Vituperative (Adjective) 

Definition: bitter and abusive  

Synonyms: contumelious, invective, opprobrious, 

scurrile (or scurril), scurrilous, truculent 

Usage: a vituperative outburst 

 

15). Naught (Pronoun) 

Definition: Nothing 

Synonyms:  nothing, nothing at all, nought, nil, zero 

Usage: he's naught but a worthless fool 

 

14
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Reiterated (Verb) 

Definition: say something again or a number of times, 

typically for emphasis or clarity 

Synonyms:  repeat, say 

again, restate, retell, recapitulate, go over (and 

over), iterate 

Usage: she reiterated that the government would 

remain steadfast in its support 

 

 

2). Realism (Noun) 

Definition: the attitude or practice of accepting a 

situation as it is and being prepared to deal with it 

accordingly. 

Synonyms:  pragmatism, practicality, matter-of-

factness, common sense, level-headedness 

Usage: the summit was marked by a new mood of 

realism 

 

3).Ally (Verb) 

Definition: combine or unite a resource or commodity 

with (another) for mutual benefit. 

Synonyms: 

combine, marry, couple, merge, amalgamate, join, poo

l, fuse, weld 

Usage: he allied his racing experience with his father's 

business acumen 

 

4). Overwhelmingly (Adverb) 

Definition: to a very great degree or with a great 

majority 

Synonyms: Strongly, forcefully, intensely. 

Usage: the country voted overwhelmingly for 

independence 

 

5). Nuances (Noun) 

Definition: a subtle difference in or shade of meaning, 

expression, or sound 

Synonyms:  fine distinction, subtle 

distinction/difference, shade, shading, gradation 

Usage: he was familiar with the nuances of the local 

dialect 

 

6). Endowed (Verb) 

Definition:  provide with a quality, ability, or asset. 

Synonyms: 

provide, supply, furnish, equip, invest, give, present, fa

vour, bless 

Usage: he was endowed with tremendous physical 

strength 

 

7). Seth (Noun) 

Definition: used as a title for a person of high social 

status 
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Synonyms: a big fish 

Usage:  Have you come back happy and well, Sethji? 

 

8). Canopy (Noun) 

Definition: the uppermost branches of the trees in a 

forest, forming a more or less continuous layer of 

foliage 

Usage: woolly monkeys spend hours every day sitting 

high in the canopy 

 

9). Renaissance (Noun) 

Definition: a revival of or renewed interest in 

something. 

Synonyms: renewal, revival 

Usage: cinema-going is enjoying something of a 

renaissance 

 

10). Restoration (Noun) 

Definition: the action of returning something to a 

former owner, place, or condition. 

Synonyms: 

repair, repairing, fixing, mending, refurbishment, reco

nditioning,  rehabilitation 

Usage: the restoration of Andrew's sight 

 

15
th

 Feb 2018 

1).Garrison (Noun) 

Definition: a group of troops stationed in a fortress or 

town to defend it. 

Synonyms: armed force, force, military detachment, 

military unit, unit, platoon, brigade 

Usage: the entire garrison was mustered on the parade 

ground 

 

2). Worrisome (Adjective) 

Definition: causing anxiety or concern 

Synonyms:worrying, daunting, alarming, perturbing, t

rying, taxing, vexatious, niggling, bothersome 

Usage: a worrisome problem 

 

3). Infiltrating (Verb) 

Definition: enter or gain access to (an organization, 

place, etc.) surreptitiously and gradually, especially in 

order to acquire secret information 

Synonyms: penetrate, invade, intrude on, insinuate 

oneself into, worm one's way into 

Usage: the organization has been infiltrated by 

informers 

 

4). Fortify (Verb) 

Definition: add spirits to (wine) to make port, sherry, 

etc 

Synonyms: make strong/stronger, build up, give 

strength to 

Usage: fortified wine 

 

5). Impetus (Noun) 

Definition: something that makes a process or activity 

happen or happen more quickly 

Synonyms: motivation, stimulus, incitement, 

incentive, inducement, inspiration, encouragement 

Usage: the ending of the Cold War gave new impetus 

to idealism 

 

6). Lax (Adjective) 

Definition: relaxed 

Synonyms: take it easy, take time off, take time out, 

slack off, be at leisure 

Usage: muscles have more potential energy when they 

are stretched than when they are lax 

 

7). Relies (Verb) 

Definition: depend on with full trust or confidence 

Synonyms: depend, count, bank, place reliance, 

bargain, plan, reckon 

Usage: I know I can rely on your discretion 

 

8). Calibre (Noun) 

Definition: the quality of someone's character or the 

level of their ability. 

Synonyms: 

quality, merit, distinction, character, worth, stature, ex

cellence 

Usage: they could ill afford to lose a man of his 

calibre 

 

9). Enacted (Verb) 

Definition: make (a bill or other proposal) law 
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Synonyms: make law, pass, approve, ratify, validate, 

sanction, authorize, accept 

Usage: legislation was enacted to attract international 

companies 

 

10). Assuaged (Verb) 

Definition: make (an unpleasant feeling) less intense. 

Synonyms:  

relieve, ease, alleviate, soothe, mitigate, dampen, allay 

Usage: the letter assuaged the fears of most members 

 

11). Tantamount (Adjective) 

Definition: equivalent in seriousness to; virtually the 

same as 

Synonyms: equivalent to, equal to, amounting to, as 

good as, more or less, synonymous with 

Usage: the resignations were tantamount to an 

admission of guilt 

 

12). Dispensation (Noun) 

Definition: exemption from a rule or usual 

requirement 

Synonyms: 

exemption, immunity, exception, exclusion, exoneratio

n, freedom, release 

Usage: although she was too young, she was given 

special dispensation to play before her birthday 

 

13). Reverberations (Noun) 

Definition: a continuing effect; a repercussion 

Synonyms:  resounding, pulsation, vibration, ringing, 

peal, boom, booming, rumble, rumbling, roll, pound, 

pounding 

Usage: the attack has had reverberations around the 

world 

 

14). Rendered (Verb) 

Definition: provide or give (a service, help, etc.). 

Synonyms:  give, provide, supply, furnish, make 

available, contribute 

Usage: money serves as a reward for services 

rendered 

 

15). Scrutiny (Noun) 

Definition: critical observation or examination 

Synonyms: careful examination, inspection, survey, 

scan, study, perusal 

Usage: every aspect of local government was placed 

under scrutiny 

 

16
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Maverick (Noun) 

Definition: independent person, unorthodox person. 

Synonyms:  individualist, nonconformist, free 

spirit, unorthodox person, unconventional person 

Usage: he's the maverick of the senate 

 

2). Astounding (Adjective) 

Definition: surprisingly impressive or notable 

Synonyms: amazing, astonishing, staggering, 

shocking, surprising, breathtaking 

Usage: the summit offers astounding views 

 

3). Ostensibly (Adverb) 

Definition: as appears or is stated to be true, though 

not necessarily so; apparently 

Synonyms:  apparently, seemingly, on the face of it, to 

all appearances, on the surface, to all intents  

Usage: the party secretary resigned, ostensibly from 

ill health 

 

4). Verge (Noun) 

Definition: an extreme limit beyond which something 

specified will happen. 

Synonyms:  brink, threshold, edge, point, dawn 

Usage: I was on the verge of tears 

 

5). Crony (Noun) 

Definition: a close friend or companion 

Synonyms:  friendly, familiar, mate 

Usage: he went gambling with his cronies 

 

6). Incurring (verb) 

Definition: become subject to (something unwelcome 

or unpleasant) as a result of one's own behaviour or 

actions. 

Synonyms: suffer, sustain, experience, bring upon 

oneself, expose oneself to 
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Usage: I will pay any expenses incurred 

 

7). Orchestrate (Verb) 

Definition: plan or coordinate the elements of (a 

situation) to produce a desired effect, especially 

surreptitiously 

Synonyms:  organize, arrange, put together, plan, set 

up, bring about, manage, mobilize 

Usage: the situation has been orchestrated by a tiny 

minority 

 

8). Meteoric (Adjective) 

Definition: very rapid 

Synonyms:   

rapid, lightning, swift, fast, quick, speedy, breakneck 

Usage: her meteoric rise to the top of her profession

  

 

9). Circumventing (Verb) 

Definition: find a way around (an obstacle) 

Synonyms:   avoid, get round, find a way 

round, evade, get past, bypass,  sidestep, dodge 

Usage: if you come to an obstruction in a road you can 

seek to circumvent it 

 

10). Moniker (Noun) 

Definition: a name 

Synonyms: nick name, byname 

Usage: his real moniker is Dave Kennedy 

 

11). Racketeering (Noun) 

Definition: dishonest and fraudulent business dealings 

Synonyms:  malpractice, misuse 

Usage: racketeering ensnared the economy 

 

12). Colluded (Verb) 

Definition: come to a secret understanding; conspire. 

Synonyms:  conspire, connive, intrigue, be hand in 

glove, plot, participate in a conspiracy, collaborate 

Usage: the president accused his opponents of 

colluding with foreigners 

 

13). Apartheid (Noun) 

Definition: a policy or system of segregation or 

discrimination on grounds of race 

Synonyms: division, segregation,  

Usage:  sexual apartheid 

 

17
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Viable (Adjective) 

Definition: capable of surviving or living successfully, 

especially under particular environmental conditions  

Synonyms:  practical, applicable, usable, manageable, 

operable 

Usage: the largest and most viable population of this 

endangered vetch 

 

 

2). Riparian (Adjective) 

Definition: relating to or situated on the banks of a 

river. 

Synonyms: shoreline, riverine, littoral, riverside, 

coastal, nearshore 

Usage: all the riparian states must sign an agreement 

 

3). Detract (Verb) 

Definition: diminish the worth or value of (a quality 

or achievement) 

Synonyms:  belittle, take away 

from, diminish, reduce, lessen, minimize, lower 

Usage: these quibbles in no way detract from her 

achievement 

 

4). Sluices (Noun) 

Definition: a sliding gate or other device for 

controlling the flow of water, especially one in a lock 

gate 

Synonyms: Gate value, Opening.  

Usage: the water gushed through the sluices 

 

5). Cavil (Verb) 

Definition: make petty or unnecessary objections 

Synonyms: 

complain, carp, grumble, moan, grouse, grouch, whine

, bleat 

Usage: they cavilled at the cost 
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6). Adjudicative (Verb) 

Definition: to settle or determine (an issue or dispute) 

judicially 

Synonyms:  Conclusion, decision, determination. 

Usage:  This is the adjudicative for this problem 

 

7). Dithering (Verb) 

Definition: be indecisive 

Synonyms: 

hesitate, falter, waver, teeter, vacillate, oscillate, fluctu

ate, change one's mind 

Usage: I can't bear people who dither 

 

8). Obliged (Verb) 

Definition: make (someone) legally or morally bound 

to do something. 

Synonyms:  require, compel, bind, make, constrain, 

obligate, force, put under an obligation 

Usage: doctors are obliged by law to keep patients 

alive while there is a chance of recovery 

 

9). Reluctant (Adjective) 

Definition: unwilling and hesitant; disinclined 

Synonyms:  unwilling, disinclined, unenthusiastic, 

grudging, resistant, resisting,   opposed 

Usage: today, many ordinary people are still reluctant 

to talk about politics 

 

10). Conscientious (Adjective) 

Definition: wishing to do one's work or duty well and 

thoroughly. 

Synonyms:  

Usage: a conscientious man, he took his duties very 

seriously 

 

11). Empanelled (Verb) 

Definition: enrol (someone) on to a jury 

Usage: several of her friends have been empanelled 

 

12). Elusive (Adjective) 

Definition: difficult to find, catch, or achieve 

Synonyms:   difficult to catch/find, difficult to track 

down 

Usage: success will become ever more elusive 

 

13). Shambles (Noun) 

Definition: a state of total disorder. 

Synonyms:  

chaos, mess, muddle, confusion, disorder, disarray, dis

organization, havoc 

Usage: my career was in a shambles 

 

14). Heed (Verb) 

Definition: pay attention to; take notice of. 

Synonyms:  pay attention to, take notice of, take note 

of, pay heed to, be heedful of, attend to 

Usage: he should have heeded the warnings 

 

19
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Fissures (Noun) 

Definition:  a state of incompatibility or disagreement 

Synonyms: difference of opinion, dispute 

Usage: a fissure between philosophy and reality 

 

2). Fragile (Adjective) 

Definition: easily destroyed or threatened. 

Synonyms:  tenuous, easily broken, easily destroyed, 

easily threatened, vulnerable 

Usage: you have a fragile grip on reality 

 

3). Mammoth (Adjective) 

Definition:  Huge, Very large 

Synonyms:  

huge, enormous, gigantic, giant, colossal, massive, vas

t, immense, mighty 

Usage: a mammoth corporation 

 

4). Scandal (Noun) 

Definition:  an action or event regarded as morally or 

legally wrong and causing general public outrage 

Synonyms:  outrageous wrongdoing, outrageous 

behaviour, immoral behaviour, unethical behaviour 

Usage: a bribery scandal involving one of his key 

supporters 

 

5). Amidst (Adjective) 

Definition:  easy to confuse,  
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Synonyms: complicate, muddle, jumble, garble, make 

complex, make 

Usage:  I stood amidst the familiar instruments 

 

6). Disillusionment (Noun) 

Definition: a feeling of disappointment resulting from 

the discovery that something is not as good as one 

believed it to be. 

Synonyms: disenchantment, 

disillusionment, disappointment, disaffection, 

dissatisfaction 

Usage: the high abstention rate at the election reflected 

the voters' growing disillusionment with politics 

 

7). Verdicts (Noun) 

Definition: a decision on an issue of fact in a civil or 

criminal case or an inquest 

Synonyms:  

judgement, adjudication, adjudgement, decision, findin

g, ruling, resolution 

Usage: the jury returned a verdict of not guilt 

 

8). Conviction (Noun) 

Definition: a formal declaration by the verdict of a 

jury or the decision of a judge in a court of law that 

someone is guilty of a criminal offence. 

Synonyms:  declaration/pronouncement of guilt, 

sentence, judgment 

Usage: she had a previous conviction for a similar 

offence 

 

9). Antecedents (Noun) 

Definition: a thing that existed before or logically 

precedes another. 

Synonyms: precursor, forerunner, predecessor 

Usage: some antecedents to the African novel might 

exist in Africa's oral traditions 

 

10). Affidavits (Noun) 

Definition: a written statement confirmed by oath or 

affirmation, for use as evidence in court. 

Synonyms:  evidence, legal instrument, official 

document.   

Usage: a former employee swore an affidavit relating 

to his claim for unfair dismissal 

 

11). Amassing (Verb) 

Definition: gather together or accumulate (a large 

amount or number of material or things) over a period 

of time. 

Synonyms:  gather, collect, assemble 

Usage: he amassed a fortune estimated at close to a 

million pounds 

 

12). Laudable (Adjective) 

Definition: (of an action, idea, or aim) deserving 

praise and commendation. 

Synonyms:  

praiseworthy, commendable, admirable, meritorious, 

worthy, deserving, creditable 

Usage: laudable though the aim might be, the results 

have been criticized 

 

20
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Generous (Adjective) 

Definition: (of a thing) larger or more plentiful than is 

usual or necessary 

Synonyms: 

lavish, plentiful, copious, ample, liberal, munificent, b

ountiful, large, huge,  great 

Usage: a generous helping of pasta 

 

2). Imperative (Adjective) 

Definition: of vital importance; crucial. 

Synonyms:  vitally important, of vital importance, all-

important, vital, crucial, critical,  essential 

Usage: immediate action was imperative 

 

3). Amid (Preposition) 

Definition: surrounded by; in the middle of. 

Synonyms:  in the middle of, surrounded 

by, among, amongst, between, in the thick of 

Usage: our dream home, set amid magnificent rolling 

countryside 

 

4). Implications (Noun) 
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Definition: the conclusion that can be drawn from 

something although it is not explicitly stated. 

Synonyms: 

suggestion, inference, insinuation, innuendo, hint, inti

mation, imputation,  indication 

Usage: the implication is that no one person at the 

bank is responsible 

 

5). Encompassed (Verb) 

Definition: surround and have or hold within. 

Synonyms: surround, enclose, ring, encircle, 

circumscribe, skirt, bound, border, fringe  

Usage: this area of London encompasses Piccadilly to 

the north and St James's Park to the south 

 

6). Stiff (Adjective) 

Definition:  severe or strong.  

Synonyms:  

harsh, severe, hard, punitive, punishing, stringent, swin

geing 

Usage: they face stiff fines and a possible jail sentence 

 

7). Ethnic (Adjective) 

Definition: relating to a population subgroup (within a 

larger or dominant national or cultural group) with a 

common national or cultural tradition. 

Synonyms:  racial, race-related, ethnological, genetic, 

inherited 

Usage:  ethnic and cultural rights and traditions 

 

8). Hitched (Verb) 

Definition: move (something) into a different position 

with a jerk 

Synonyms:  pull, jerk, hike, lift, raise 

Usage: she hitched up her skirt and ran 

 

9). Wagon (Noun) 

Definition: a vehicle used for transporting goods or 

another specified purpose 

Synonyms: vehicle, car, carriage 

Usage: a timber wagon 

 

10). Heft (Verb) 

Definition:  the weight of someone or something  

Synonyms: weight, mass 

Usage:  he was buckle-kneed from the heft of his 

staggering load 

 

11). Mere (Adjective) 

Definition:  used to emphasize how small or 

insignificant someone or something is 

Synonyms: 

trifling, meagre, bare, trivial, paltry, basic, scant, scant

y, skimpy, minimal,  

slender 

Usage: questions that cannot be answered by mere 

mortals 

 

21
st
 Feb 2018 

1). Consortium (Noun) 

Definition: an association, typically of several 

companies.  

Synonyms:  gang, group 

Usage: the amount awarded for loss of consortium 

must be included 

 

2). Siphoning (Verb) 

Definition: draw off or transfer over a period of time, 

especially illegally or unfairly 

Synonyms: Convey, carry 

Usage: he's been siphoning money off the firm 

 

3). Malfeasance (Noun) 

Definition: wrongdoing, especially (US) by a public 

official. 

Synonyms: malpractice, malfunction, dishonest 

Usage: malfeasance in the financial world are 

currently being investigated. 

 

4). Infuse (Verb) 

Definition: fill; pervade. 

Synonyms:  

fill, pervade, permeate, suffuse, charge, saturate, imbu

e, inspire 

Usage: her work is infused with an anger born of pain 

and oppression 

 

5). Intent (Noun) 
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Definition: determined to do (something) 

Synonyms: 

bent, set, determined, insistent, fixed, resolved, hell-

bent, keen 

Usage: the government was intent on achieving 

greater efficiency 

 

6). Undaunted (Adjective) 

Definition: not intimidated or discouraged by 

difficulty, danger, or disappointment. 

Synonyms:  

unafraid, undismayed, unalarmed, unflinching, unshrin

king, unabashed,  unfaltering 

Usage: they were undaunted by the huge amount of 

work needed 

 

7). Myriad (Noun) 

Definition: a countless or extremely great number of 

people or things. 

Synonyms:  multitude, a large/great 

number/quantity, a lot, scores, quantities, mass 

Usage: myriads of insects danced around the light 

above my head 

 

8). Mooted (Verb) 

Definition: raise (a question or topic) for discussion; 

suggest (an idea or possibility) 

Synonyms:  raise, bring up, broach, mention, put 

forward, introduce, advance, present 

Usage: the scheme was first mooted last October 

 

9). Loopholes (Noun) 

Definition: an ambiguity or inadequacy in the law or a 

set of rules 

Synonyms:  means of evasion/avoidance, means of 

escape, escape clause, escape route 

Usage: they exploited tax loopholes 

 

10). Senators (Noun) 

Definition: a member of a senate, in particular a 

member of the US Senate 

Usage:  Senator Vandenburg 

 

11). Tyranny (Noun) 

Definition: cruel and oppressive government or rule 

Synonyms:  despotism, absolutism, absolute 

power, autocracy, dictatorship 

Usage: refugees fleeing tyranny and oppression 

 

12). Ingrained (Adjective) 

Definition: (of a habit, belief, or attitude) firmly fixed 

or established; difficult to change. 

Synonyms:  entrenched, established, fixed, implanted, 

deep-rooted 

Usage: his deeply ingrained Catholic convictions 

 

13). Juncture (Noun) 

Definition: a particular point in events or time. 

Synonyms:  point, point in 

time, time, moment, moment in time, stage 

Usage: it is difficult to say at this juncture whether 

this upturn can be sustained 

 

22
nd

 Feb 2018 

1). Foiled (Verb) 

Definition: prevent (something considered wrong or 

undesirable) from succeeding 

Synonyms: thwart, frustrate, counter, oppose, baulk, 

disappoint, impede, obstruct 

Usage: a brave policewoman foiled the armed robbery 

 

2).Shelled (Verb) 

Definition: having a protective outer case or covering. 

Synonyms: protection, cover, preserving. 

Usage: crabs and other shelled creatures 

 

3).Monstrosity (Noun) 

Definition: a thing which is outrageously evil or 

wrong 

Synonyms: mutant, mutation, freak, freak of nature, 

monster, abortion, malformation 

Usage: how could anyone be capable of such 

monstrosities? 

 

4).Brutality (Noun) 

Definition: savage physical violence; great cruelty 

Synonyms: savagery, cruelty, bloodthirstiness, 

viciousness, ferocity, barbarity 
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Usage: brutality against civilians 

 

5).Unleashed (Verb) 

Definition: cause (a strong or violent force) to be 

released or become unrestrained 

Synonyms: discharge, release, free 

Usage: the failure of the talks could unleash more 

fighting 

 

6).Detractors (Noun) 

Definition: a person who disparages someone or 

something 

Synonyms: critic, disparager, denigrator, deprecator, 

belittler, attacker 

Usage: the island, say its detractors, has been 

devoured by development 

 

7).Assaulting (Verb) 

Definition: make a physical attack on. 

Synonyms: hit, strike, physically attack, aim blows at, 

slap, smack, beat, thrash 

Usage: he pleaded guilty to assaulting a police officer 

 

8).Accused (Verb) 

Definition: charge (someone) with an offence or 

crime.  

Synonyms: charge with, indict for, arraign for, take to 

court for, put on trial for, bring to trial for 

Usage: he was accused of murdering his wife's lover 

 

9).Solidarity (Noun) 

Definition: unity or agreement of feeling or action, 

especially among individuals with a common interest; 

mutual support within a group. 

Synonyms: unanimity, unity, like-mindedness, 

agreement, accord, harmony, consensus 

Usage: factory workers voiced solidarity with the 

striking students 

 

10).Ludicrous (Adjective) 

Definition: so foolish, unreasonable, or out of place as 

to be amusing. 

Synonyms: absurd, ridiculous, farcical, laughable, 

risible, preposterous, foolish, idiotic, stupid 

Usage: it's ludicrous that I have been fined 

 

11).Stymie (Verb) 

Definition: prevent or hinder the progress of. 

Synonyms: impede, interfere with, hamper, hinder, 

obstruct, inhibit, frustrate. 

Usage: the changes must not be allowed to stymie 

new medical treatments 

 

12).Ushering (Verb) 

Definition: cause or mark the start of something new 

Synonyms: herald, mark the start of, signal, announce, 

give notice of, ring in, show in 

Usage: the railways ushered in an era of cheap mass 

travel 

 

23
rd

 Feb 2018 

1). Arena (Noun) 

Definition: a place or scene of activity, debate, or 

conflict. 

Synonyms: area, scene, sphere, realm, province, 

domain, sector, forum, territory 

Usage: he has re-entered the political arena 

 

2). Averse (Adjective) 

Definition: having a strong dislike of or opposition to 

something. 

Synonyms:  opposed to, against, antipathetic 

to, hostile to, antagonistic to,  unfavourably disposed 

to 

Usage: as a former CIA director, he is not averse to 

secrecy 

 

3). Inevitably (Adverb) 

Definition: as is certain to happen; unavoidably. 

Synonyms:  naturally, automatically, as a matter of 

course, necessarily, of necessity,  by force of  

Usage: inevitably some details are already out of date 

 

4). Contention (Noun) 

Definition: an assertion, especially one maintained in 

argument. 

Synonyms:  
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Usage: Freud's contention that all dreams were wish 

fulfilment 

 

5). Chunk (Noun) 

Definition: a thick, solid piece of something. 

Synonyms:  

lump, hunk, wedge, block, slab, square, nugget, nub 

Usage: huge chunks of masonry littered the street 

 

6). Stardom (Noun) 

Definition: the state or status of being a very famous 

or talented entertainer or sports player.  

Synonyms: famous,  well 

known, celebrated, prominent, famed, popular 

Usage: her rise to stardom has been meteoric 

 

7). Neonatal (Adjective) 

Definition: relating to newborn children (or other 

mammals). 

Synonyms: infant, new born. 

Usage: special attention is given to mortality in the 

neonatal period 

 

8). Staggering (Verb) 

Definition: walk or move unsteadily, as if about to 

fall. 

Synonyms:  lurch, walk 

unsteadily, reel, sway, teeter, totter, stumble, wobble, 

move clumsily 

Usage: he staggered to his feet, swaying a little 

 

9). Sepsis (Noun) 

Definition: the presence in tissues of harmful bacteria 

and their toxins, typically through infection of a 

wound. 

Usage: He was suffering from Sepsis from 2017. 

 

10). Asphyxia (Noun) 

Definition: a condition arising when the body is 

deprived of oxygen, causing unconsciousness or death; 

suffocation. 

Usage: She was suffered by Asphyxia during her 

pregnancy. 

 

11). Laggard (Noun) 

Definition: a person who makes slow progress and 

falls behind others. 

Synonyms: straggler, loiterer, lingerer, dawdler, 

sluggard, slug, snail, delayer, idler, loafer 

Usage: staff were under enormous pressure and there 

was no time for laggards 

 

24
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Vying (Verb) 

Definition: compete eagerly with someone in order to 

do or achieve something 

Synonyms: compete, contend, contest, struggle, fight, 

battle, cross swords 

Usage: the athletes were vying for a place in the 

British team 

 

2). Averse (Adjective) 

Definition: having a strong dislike of or opposition to 

something 

Synonyms: opposed to, against, antipathetic to, hostile 

to, antagonistic to 

Usage: as a former CIA director, he is not averse to 

secrecy 

 

3). Articulate (Verb) 

Definition: pronounce (something) clearly and 

distinctly 

Synonyms: express, give expression to, voice, give 

voice to, vocalize, put in words 

Usage: he articulated each word with precision 

 

4). Credible (Adjective) 

Definition: able to be believed; convincing. 

Synonyms: acceptable, trustworthy, reliable, 

dependable, sure, good, valid 

Usage: few people found his story credible 

 

5). Joust (Verb) 

Definition: engage in a sporting contest in which two 

opponents on horseback fight with lances. 

Synonyms: enter the lists, tourney, tilt, break a lance; 

fight, spar, contend, clash 
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Usage: to joust, a man must have an opponent to ride 

against 

 

6).Acute (Adjective) 

Definition: present or experienced to a severe or 

intense degree. 

Synonyms: severe, critical, drastic, dire, dreadful, 

terrible, awful, grave 

Usage: an acute housing shortage 

 

7). Reticent (Adjective) 

Definition: not revealing one's thoughts or feelings 

readily. 

Synonyms: reserved, withdrawn, introverted, 

restrained, inhibited, diffident 

Usage: she was extremely reticent about her personal 

affairs 

 

8). Restraint (Noun) 

Definition: a measure or condition that keeps someone 

or something under control 

Synonyms: constraint, check, control, restriction, 

limitation, curtailment 

Usage: decisions are made within the financial 

restraints of the budget 

 

9). Strife (Noun) 

Definition: angry or bitter disagreement over 

fundamental issues; conflict 

Synonyms: conflict, friction, discord, disagreement, 

dissension, variance, dispute 

Usage: strife within the community 

 

10). Evoke (Verb) 

Definition: bring or recall (a feeling, memory, or 

image) to the conscious mind 

Synonyms: bring to mind, call to mind, put one in 

mind of, call up, invoke 

Usage: the sight evoked pleasant memories of his 

childhood 

 

26
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Genocide (Noun) 

Definition: the deliberate killing of a large group of 

people, especially those of a particular nation or ethnic 

group 

Synonyms: racial killing, massacre, wholesale 

slaughter, mass slaughter, wholesale killing 

Usage: a campaign of genocide 

 

2). Itinerary (Noun) 

Definition: a travel document recording a route or 

journey 

Synonyms:  planned 

route, route, journey, way, road, path, course 

Usage: we will send you an itinerary 

3). Penultimate (Adjective) 

Definition: last but one in a series of things; second 

last. 

Synonyms:  next to last 

Usage: the penultimate chapter of the book 

 

4). Delegation (Noun) 

Definition: a body of delegates or representatives; a 

deputation. 

Synonyms: 

deputation, delegacy, legation, (diplomatic) 

mission, commission 

Usage: a delegation of teachers 

 

5). Denied (Verb) 

Definition: state that one refuses to admit the truth or 

existence of. 

Synonyms:  contradict, repudiate, gainsay, declare 

untrue, dissent from, disagree with 

Usage: both firms deny any responsibility for the 

tragedy 

 

6). Discreetly (Adverb) 

Definition: in a careful and prudent manner, especially 

in order to keep something confidential or to avoid 

embarrassment. 

Synonyms:  

careful, circumspect, cautious, wary, chary, guarded, cl

ose-lipped 

Usage:  he discreetly inquired whether the position 

was still available 
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7). Entourage (Noun) 

Definition: a group of people attending or surrounding 

an important person. 

Synonyms:  

retinue, escort, company, cortège, train, suite, court, st

aff, bodyguard 

Usage: an entourage of loyal courtiers 

 

8). Rupture (Verb) 

Definition:  breach or disturb (a harmonious feeling or 

situation). 

Synonyms: sever, break, cut off, break off, breach, 

disrupt 

Usage: once trust and confidence has been ruptured it 

can be difficult to regain 

9). Reckoning (Noun) 

Definition: the avenging or punishing of past mistakes 

or misdeeds. 

Synonyms: retribution, fate, doom, nemesis, 

judgement, punishment, what is coming to someone 

Usage: the fear of being brought to reckoning 

 

10). Ceding (Verb) 

Definition: give up (power or territory) 

Synonyms: surrender, concede, relinquish, yield, part 

with, give up 

Usage: in 1874, the islands were ceded to Britain 

 

11). Lured (Verb) 

Definition: tempt (a person or animal) to do 

something or to go somewhere, especially by offering 

some form of reward. 

Synonyms: 

tempt, entice, attract, induce, coax, persuade, inveigle, 

allure, seduce, win over, cajole 

Usage: the child was lured into a car but managed to 

escape 

 

12). Assassinated (Verb) 

Definition: murder (an important person) for political 

or religious reasons. 

Synonyms:  

murder, kill, execute, slaughter, butcher, liquidate, eli

minate, exterminate 

Usage: the organization's leader had been assassinated 

four months before the coup 

 

13). Augur (Verb) 

Definition: (of an event or circumstance) portend a 

good or bad outcome 

Synonyms: portend, herald, be a sign of, be an 

indication of, be a warning of, warn of, forewarn of, be 

an omen of, be a harbinger of 

Usage: the end of the cold war seemed to augur well 

 

14). Upheaval (Noun) 

Definition: a violent or sudden change or disruption to 

something. 

Synonyms: 

disruption, upset, disturbance, trouble, turbulence 

Usage: major upheavals in the financial markets 

 

27
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Assertive (Adjective) 

Definition: having or showing a confident and 

forceful personality 

Synonyms: confident, forceful, self-confident, 

positive, bold, decisive, assured, self-assured, self-

possessed 

Usage: the job may call for assertive behaviour 

 

2). Stint (Noun) 

Definition: limitation of supply or effort  

Synonyms:  limit, boundary  

Usage: a collector with an eye for quality and the 

means to indulge it without stint 

 

3). Manoeuvre (Verb) 

Definition: move skilfully or carefully 

Synonyms:  

steer, guide, drive, negotiate, navigate, pilot, direct, ma

nipulate, move, work 

Usage: the lorry was unable to manoeuvre 

comfortably in the narrow street 
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4). Amend (Verb) 

Definition: make minor changes to (a text, piece of 

legislation, etc.) in order to make it fairer or more 

accurate, or to reflect changing circumstances. 

Synonyms: revise, alter, change, modify, qualify, 

adapt, adjust 

Usage: the rule was amended to apply only to non-

members 

 

5). Antithesis (Noun) 

Definition: a person or thing that is the direct opposite 

of someone or something else. 

Synonyms: opposite, converse, reverse, reversal, 

inverse, obverse 

Usage: love is the antithesis of selfishness 

 

6). Cults (Noun) 

Definition: a person or thing that is popular or 

fashionable among a particular group or section of 

society. 

Synonyms: craze, fashion, fad, vogue; informal thing 

Usage: the series has become a bit of a cult in the UK 

 

7). Contemporaries (Noun) 

Definition: a person or thing living or existing at the 

same time as another. 

Synonyms: peer, fellow;  rarecompeer, coeval 

Usage: he was a contemporary of Darwin 

 

8). Fiefdoms (Noun) 

Definition: a territory or sphere of operation 

controlled by a particular person or group. 

Synonyms:  organization, control 

Usage: a mafia boss who has turned the town into his 

private fiefdom 

 

9). Entrench (Verb) 

Definition: establish (an attitude, habit, or belief) so 

firmly that change is very difficult or unlikely. 

Synonyms: 

establish, settle, ensconce, lodge, set, root, install, plan

t, embed, anchor, seat 

Usage: ageism is entrenched in our society 

 

10). Kitschy (Adjective) 

Definition: something of tawdry design, appearance, 

or content created to appeal to popular or 

undiscriminating taste. 

Synonyms: famous, popular 

Usage: the "kitschy" family 

 

28
th

 Feb 2018 

1). Blatant (Adjective) 

Definition: done openly and unashamedly. 

Synonyms: 

flagrant, glaring, obvious, undisguised, unconcealed, o

vert, open,  transparent 

Usage: blatant lies 

 

2). Jeopardized (Verb) 

Definition: put (someone or something) into a 

situation in which there is a danger of loss, harm, or 

failure 

Synonyms: 

threaten, endanger, imperil, menace, risk, put at 

risk, expose to risk, put in danger 

Usage: a devaluation of the dollar would jeopardize 

New York's position as a financial centre 

 

3). Formidable (Adjective) 

Definition: inspiring fear or respect through being 

impressively large, powerful, intense, or capable. 

Synonyms: intimidating, forbidding, redoubtable, 

daunting, alarming, frightening, terrifying, petrifying 

Usage: a formidable opponent 

 

4). Strictures (Noun) 

Definition: a restriction on a person or activity. 

Synonyms: constraint, restriction, limitation, control, 

restraint, straitjacket, curb, check 

Usage: the strictures imposed by the British Board of 

Film Censors 

 

5). Plethora (Noun) 

Definition: a large or excessive amount of something. 

Synonyms: large, huge amount. 

Usage: a plethora of committees and subcommittees 
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6). Insurer (Noun) 

Definition: a person or company that underwrites an 

insurance risk; the party in an insurance contract 

undertaking to pay compensation. 

Synonyms: assurance, coverage. 

Usage: They were a really good insurer. 

 

7). Interpret (Verb) 

Definition: explain the meaning of (information or 

actions). 

Synonyms:  

explain, elucidate, expound, explicate, clarify, make 

clear, make plain 

Usage: the evidence is difficult to interpret 

8). Enactment (Noun) 

Definition: the process of passing legislation 

Synonyms:  passing, making 

law, ratification, ratifying, validation, validating, sancti

on 

Usage: the enactment of equal pay legislation 

 

9). Manifestation (Noun) 

Definition: the action or fact of showing something. 

Synonyms: 

display, demonstration, showing, show, exhibition, pre

sentation, indication,  illustration 

Usage: the manifestation of anxiety over disease 

 

10). Intent (Adjective) 

Definition: determined to do (something). 

Synonyms: 

bent, set, determined, insistent, fixed, resolved, hell-

bent, keen 

Usage: the government was intent on achieving 

greater efficiency 
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