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English Language

Directions (1-5): Read the following passage carefully 

and answer the questions given below it. 

Investors can safely ignore glimmers of hope in 

the trade war between the United States and China. The 

latest round of U.S. tariffs on $200 billion of Chinese 

goods, and Beijing’s response, could have been worse, 

and that buoyed markets. The S&P 500 Index, Dow Jones 

Industrial Average and NASDAQ were all slightly up on 

Tuesday.  

Investors are missing the bigger picture, though, which is 

that there’s little to stop things escalating further. First, 

the good. America and China reduced the rate at which 

they were going to tax each other’s goods from a planned 

25%.Since the latest import duties affect consumer goods 

such as bike helmets and car seats, President Donald 

Trump didn’t want to alienate voters with high prices just 

before the November mid-term elections. But that just 

buys time, since the White House aims to boost the tariff 

rate to 25% next year. Which leaves everything 

dependent on talks between Washington and Beijing that 

have so far been pointless. 

An August meeting between China’s Ministry of 

Commerce and the U.S. Treasury failed to make progress. 

The latest round of tariffs will most probably kill plans for 

Treasury Secretary Steven Mnuchin to meet Chinese Vice-

Premier Liu He. 

 

1) According to the passage, the latest import duties 

affect consumer goods such as ? 

i) Bike helmets 

ii) car engine 

iii) car seats 

a) Both i and i 

b) Both i and iii 

c) Only i 

d) Only ii 

e) All of the above 

 

2) Choose the word which is most near to the meaning 

as the word “alienate” printed in bold as used in the 

passage  

a) arouse 

b) interpolate 

c) cede 

d) estrange 

e) gander 

 

3) According to the passage which stock markets are 

slightly high? 

i) NASDAQ 

ii) Dow Jones Industrial Average 

iii) The S&P 500 Index 

a) Both i and iii 

b) Both ii and iii 

c) Only i 

d) Only ii 

e) All of the above 

 

4) According to the passage, White House aims to boost 

the tariff rate to how much percentage next year? 

a) 70% 

b) 55% 

c) 35% 

d) 25% 

e) 20% 
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5) Choose the word which is most near to the meaning 

as the word “glimmers” printed in bold as used in the 

passage  

a) inklings 

b) antiques 

c) explanation 

d) rogue 

e) censure 

 

Direction (6-10): In the following questions two columns 

are given containing three sentences/phrases each. In 

first column, sentences/phrases are A, B and C and in 

the second column the sentences/phrases are D, E and 

F. A sentence/phrase from the first column may or may 

not connect with another sentence/phrase from the 

second column to make a grammatically and 

contextually correct sentence. Each question has five 

options, four of which display the sequence(s) in which 

the sentences/phrases can be joined to form a 

grammatically and contextually correct sentence. If 

none of the options given forms a correct sentence after 

combination, mark (e), i.e. “None of these” as your 

answer. 

 

6) 

A. The Supreme Court’s 

ruling, by a 4:1 majority, 

that the exclusionary 

practice violates the rights 

of women 

D. claimed by worshippers 

based on ‘custom and 

usage’ must yield to the 

fundamental right of 

women to practise religion. 

B. The three concurring 

opinions that form the 

majority have 

E. establishes the legal 

principle that individual 

freedom prevails over 

purported group rights, 

even in matters of religion 

C. Beyond the legality of 

the practice, which could 

have been 

F. said stigma built around 

traditional notions of 

impurity has no place in the 

constitutional order 

  

a) C-D 

b) B-F 

c) A-E 

d) B-D 

e) None of these  

 

7)  

A. Recent developments in 

the domestic financial 

system that have triggered 

concerns about the health 

D. becoming available to 

the banking system at the 

more affordable repo rate 

of 6.5%. 

B. The RBI issued a one-

sentence press release that 

along with the capital 

markets regulator 

E. hardening once the 

impact of the higher 

payout on the minimum 

support price for kharif 

crops kicks in. 

C. Food prices that, 

surprisingly, have remained 

benign, helping slow overall 

CPI inflation, could also start 

F. appears to be that it is 

keen to ward off any risks 

to the availability and cost 

of short-term credit 

 

 

a) B-D 

b) C-E 

c) A-F 

d) C-D 

e) None of these  

 

8)  

A. It is important that 

policy in India adjusts to 

changing economic 

realities 

D. moderation in demand 

and, in an election year, 

monetary policy will have 

to do a balancing act. 

B. The increase in CAD and 

sustained higher core 

inflation suggest that there 

is a case for some 

E. that rates should not be 

increased for now due to 

tight liquidity and risk 

aversion in parts of the 

financial system 

 

C. The newly constituted 

high-level advisory group 

would do well to suggest 

F. if the MPC throws more 

light on the inflationary 

impact of currency 
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movement. 

  

a) B-D 

b) A-F 

c) C-E 

d) C-D 

e) None of these 

 

9)  

A. Despite all the evidence 

on exclusion, hardship and 

denial from welfare 

programmes resulting from 

the 

D. targeted advertising and 

other decision-making 

algorithms that are being 

used in more and more 

spheres 

B. The civil liberties 

interpretation of 

surveillance is wider as it 

incorporates 

E. compulsory integration 

of Aadhaar in these 

programmes, the majority 

opinion decided to accept 

at face value the claims 

made by the government. 

C. The Aadhaar project is a 

privacy hazard from several 

angles data security, bodily 

integrity due to 

F. personal data, which will 

monetize information 

about people’s personal 

life ahead of creating 

adequate digital and legal 

literacy 

  

a) C-D 

b) B-F 

c) A-E 

d) C-E 

e) None of these 

 

10)  

A. The disconnect over 

policies and resource-

sharing might also grow as 

D. though such migrants 

account for a small, albeit 

growing, share of the 

population of the southern 

states. 

B. There are rumblings of 

discontent in southern 

E. resemble Asian or African 

nations in terms of the 

states against migrants 

from the ‘Hindi belt 

share of aging people. 

C. The projections here are 

based on the assumption 

that all states converge to 

F. contradictions sensibly 

over the next couple of 

decades as the double-track 

demographic transition in 

India intensifies. 

 

a) A-F 

b) B-D 

c) C-E 

d) B-D & C-E 

e) None of these  

 

Directions (11-15): Choose one of the words from the 

given options which makes sentence incorrect such that 

it changes the whole meaning of the sentence   

 

11) A seven-member ministerial panel will study a) 

whether a disaster levy is needed b) to provide relief to 

states struck by natural calamities c) such as the recent 

floods that ravaged d) Kerala 

a) C-adversities 

b) B-entailed 

c) D-rectified 

d) A-examine 

e) None of these  

 

12) Counting a) procedures were changed b) at the last 

minute, which led to some confusion during Sunday’s 

polling, and many foreign journalists, including c) from 

India, were denied d) visas. 

a) D-rebuffed 

b) C-precluding  

c) B-transmuted 

d) A-underlying  

e) None of these 

 

13) In upholding a) the constitutional validity of Aadhaar 

and clarifying b) areas in which it cannot be made 

mandatory c), the Supreme Court has restored d) the 
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original intent of the programme to plug leakages in 

subsidy schemes 

a) B-elucidating  

b) A-validating 

c) D-gentrified 

d) C-prodigal 

e) None of these  

 

14) A unique identity number that could be availed a) on 

a voluntary basis and was conceived b) to eliminate the 

rampant c) fraud had threatened d) into something that 

was mandatory for various aspects of life. 

a) C-restrained 

b) A-sufficed 

c) B-formulated 

d) D-imperiled 

e) None of these 

 

15) The market would continue to monitor a) the 

likelihood of meeting the budgeted targets for revenues 

related to the goods and services tax and assess b) 

whether the outlays required c) for revised d) minimum 

support price 

a) C-statutory 

b) A-supervise 

c) D-modified 

d) B-disdain 

e) None of these 

 

Directions (16-20): In which of the following given 

sentences the usage of the given word is correct. 

 

16) Cohesion 

a) The lack of cohesion within the party lost them votes in 

the election. 

b) Her cohesion vanished as she grasped at a practical 

consideration 

c) Her cohesion was enough to tell him that something 

was wrong. 

d) I used to think it was applause, but now I think it’s 

cohesion. 

e) All are correct  

 

17) Transpire 

a) Pills for seasickness often transpire drowsiness. 

b) The aim of advertising is to transpire brand loyalty. 

c) No one is willing to predict what may transpire at the 

peace conference. 

d) Salesmen may make untrue statements to try to 

transpire you to buy the product. 

e) All are correct  

 

18) Bewilder 

a) She bewildered that she was going to stay with her 

sister. 

b) The instructions by my mother completely bewildered 

me. 

c) He painstakingly bewildered how the machine worked. 

d) This booklet about the project has bewildered things in 

an easy, non-technical way. 

e) All are correct  

 

19) Saddle 

a) The chairman is back in the saddle after his heart 

attack. 

b) I didn't mean to saddle you with my problems. 

c) She waited until after the election, knowing that she'd 

be in the saddle then 

d) Evans is retiring after ten years in the saddle as chief 

executive. 

e) All are correct  

 

20) Blemished 

a) She hoped the book would restore her blemished 

reputation. 

b) We blemished him in the whole procedure. 

c) Sally blemished herself with the math problem. 

d) With his meagre strength he blemished, and john 

managed to lower the body gently. 

e) All are correct  
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Directions (21-25): In the following passage there are 

blanks, each of which has been numbered. These 

numbers are printed below the passage and against 

each five words are suggested, one of which fits the 

blank appropriately. Find out the appropriate word in 

each case. 

 

Perched on a hill beneath a ruined Crusader castle, Karak 

feels a world away from Amman, Jordan’s crowded and 

expensive capital. The sleepy city is surrounded by lush 

farms and sits astride the tourist trail, both of which 

should provide jobs. Yet it has been __(21)__ by the 

problems that __(22)__the rest of the kingdom. Mayhem 

in Syria and Iraq has hurt farm exports. A terrorist attack 

by Islamic State (IS) in 2016 sent tourists __(23)__. Earlier 

this year protests broke out in Karak and other cities over 

the __(24)__troubled state of Jordan’s economy. The 

spark was a package of price rises announced in January 

as part of an IMF backed reform programme. Bread prices 

nearly doubled and fuel taxes climbed from 24% to 30%. 

Such measures are necessary: Jordan spends $1.2bn a 

year (9% of its budget) to subsidise food, fuel and water. 

The debt-to-GDP ratio hit 95% last year, in part because 

just 3% of Jordanians pay income tax. But __(25)__is 

compounding their pain. The unemployment rate is18%. 

At the crossroads between the Levant and the Gulf, 

Jordan would seem to be in an enviableplace. But 

geography has been a curse rather than a blessing “We’re 

an economy under siege,” says Jafar Hassan, the deputy 

prime minister for economic affairs. 

 

21) 

(a) hopped 

(b) lobbied 

(c) buffeted 

(d) mingled 

(e) None of these. 

 

22) 

(a) tromp 

(b) roaster 

(c) afflict 

(d) coast 

(e) None of these. 

 

23)  

(a) crept 

(b) away 

(c) casted 

(d) fleeing 

(e) None of these. 

 

24) 

(a) perpetually 

(b) truthfully 

(c) notoriously 

(d) failingly 

(e) None of these. 

 

25) 

(a) succinctly 

(b) creepily 

(c) austerity 

(d) sheer 

(e) None of these. 

 

Direction (26-30): In each question there are five parts 

A, B, C, D and E. The sentences can be jumbled or may 

be in proper order. Choose the correct sequence and 

arrange it so that the sentence is grammatically correct. 

 

26) the RCR states and advocates integrating /(A) much 

beyond what /(B) the NAP report goes/(C)  the teaching 

of humanities in STEM. /(D) 

a) BACD 

b) CBAD 

c) CDAB 

d) ADBC 

e) BCDA 
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27) they cannot make fresh loans. /(A) their non-

performing loans, /(B)  and unless banks are cleaned of 

/(C)  recognition is the first step in a clean-up,/ (D) 

a) DACB 

b) BDAC 

c) DCAB 

d) ADBC 

e) DCBA 

 

28) shimmering green paddy fields in neat squares, Webi 

is one of 12 villages in Middle/(A) set in a clearing and 

amidst /(B)  Karen community lives/(C) and North 

Andamans where the minuscule/(D)  

a) BADC 

B) CABD 

c) CDAB 

d) DABC 

e) CBDA 

 

29) numerous complaints by passengers about /(A) the 

move comes after/(B)  the exorbitant rates charged 

for/(C) food and beverages at airport terminals/(D) 

a) DACB 

b) BDAC 

c) ACBD 

d) BACD 

e) DACB 

 

30) drop-off point is between the junior /(A) and middle 

management levels/(B) in India’s leaking pipeline of 

women employees, /(C) the first and most significant 

/(D)  

a) CABD 

b) BADC 

c) CDAB 

d) ADBC 

e) DBCA 

 

Answer Key: 

 

1) Answer: B 

According to the 2nd  para, the latest import duties affect 

consumer goods such as bike helmets and car seats. 

2) Answer: D 

Cede-Relinquish possession or control over 

Estrange-Remove from customary environment or 

associations 

Interpolate- estimate the value of 

Gander-The act of directing the eyes toward something 

and perceiving it visually 

3) Answer: E 

According to the 1st para, The S&P 500 Index, Dow Jones 

Industrial Average and NASDAQ were all slightly up on 

Tuesday.  

4) Answer: D 

According to the 2nd para, White House aims to boost 

the tariff rate to 25% next year 

5) Answer: A 

Antiques-Any piece of furniture or decorative object or 

the like produced in a former period and valuable 

because of its beauty or rarity 

Here, there exist a similarity between explanation and 

inklings. The word ‘Explanation’ explains you clearly and 

makes you to understand in a much better way. But 

glimmers Is just a slight suggestion or vague 

understanding. Hence, ‘inklings’ is the most nearest 

synonyms.  

6) Answer: C 

The Supreme Court’s ruling, by a 4:1 majority, that the 

exclusionary practice violates the rights of women 

devotees establishes the legal principle that individual 

freedom prevails over purported group rights, even in 

matters of religion.  

7) Answer: B 

Food prices that, surprisingly, have remained benign, 

helping slow overall CPI inflation, could also start 

hardening once the impact of the higher payout on the 

minimum support price for kharif crops kicks in. 

8) Answer: A 

The increase in CAD and sustained higher core inflation 

suggest that there is a case for some moderation in 

http://bit.ly/2xDfukw
http://bit.ly/2xEdfNE
http://bit.ly/2QHXrCo
http://bit.ly/lstyearlynew


 

IBPS PO Prelims 2018 – Memory Based Question Paper (English) 

 

             

Click Below for Quality Mocks on All Upcoming Bank Exams 2018 
 

IBPS PO 2018   |   IBPS Clerk 2018  |   Gold Mock Test Package  |  Platinum Mock Test Package    
 

demand and, in an election year, monetary policy will 

have to do a balancing act. 

9) Answer: C 

Despite all the evidence on exclusion, hardship and denial 

from welfare programmes resulting from the compulsory 

integration of Aadhaar in these programmes, the majority 

opinion decided to accept at face value the claims made 

by the government.  

10) Answer: B 

There are rumblings of discontent in southern states 

against migrants from the ‘Hindi belt’ though such 

migrants account for a small, albeit growing, share of the 

population of the southern states. 

11) Answer: C 

D-rectified which means to amend  

12) Answer: B 

C-precluding which means to prevent from happening 

13) Answer: D 

C-prodigal which means wasteful or excessive  

14) Answer: A 

C- Restrained which means controlled or checked  

15) Answer: D 

B- disdain which means to disregard  

16) Answer: A 

The meaning of cohesion is the action of forming a united 

or sticking together 

17) Answer: C 

The meaning of transpire is to happen 

18) Answer: B 

The meaning of bewilder is to confuse someone 

19) Answer: E 

The meaning of saddle is having a position in which you 

are in control of something or to burden someone  

20) Answer: A 

The meaning of blemished is to spoil the appearance or 

quality of something or someone 

21) Answer: C 

Buffeted – strike repeatedly or violently 

22) Answer: C 

Afflict – to cause pain or trouble 

23) Answer: D 

Fleeingis correct usage here 

24) Answer: A 

Perpetually – continuously 

25) Answer: C 

Austerity – Severe matter or attitude 

26) Answer: B 

The correct sentence is: The NAP report goes much 

beyond what the RCR states and advocates integrating 

the teaching of humanities in STEM 

27) Answer: E 

The correct sentence is: Recognition is the first step in a 

clean-up and unless banks are cleaned of their non-

performing loans, they cannot make fresh loans. 

28) Answer: A 

The correct sentence is: Set in a clearing and amidst 

shimmering green paddy fields in neat squares, Webi is 

one of 12 villages in Middle and North Andamans where 

the minuscule Karen community lives 

29) Answer: D 

The correct sentence is: The move comes after numerous 

complaints by passengers about the exorbitant rates 

charged for food and beverages at airport terminals 

30) Answer: C 

The correct sentence is: in India’s leaking pipeline of 

women employees, the first and most significant drop-off 

point is between the junior and middle management 

levels 
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