
 
Phrase Replacement 

 

Click Here for IBPS Clerk Mains 2018 Quality Mocks  |  Click Here for IBPS Clerk 2018 Quality Mocks 

Follow us: Telegram ,    Facebook ,    Twitter ,    Instagram , G+ 

1 

 

Directions (1-10): In each of the following questions one 

phrase has been given and it has been followed by four 

sentences. You have to find out in which of these 

sentences phrase has been used properly according to its 

meaning and mark your answer from the options 

denoted by a), b), c) and d). Mark e) as your answer if 

you find that phrase has been applied properly in all the 

sentences. 

 

1) Stack up 

i) The protesters stacked up in front of Governor House and 

started shouting anti government slogans. 

ii) You should increase the speed of your work as the files 

for processing have stacked up on your desk. 

iii) The students quickly stacked up near Notice Board to 

see the final list of players for school’s cricket and hockey 

teams. 

iv)  I could not stack up my car properly as the parking 

place was fully occupied. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

2) Back down 

i) You should have backed down when you knew that you 

were not wrong. 

ii) As per recent report, over 40 rebels have backed down 

and surrendered to the police. 

iii) I backed down and opened the window for proper 

ventilation.  

iv) He was wrong and not ready to back down that is why 

we had to suspend him. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

3) Scale down 

i) I think, we should scale down the production expenses so 

as to increase the profit margin.  

ii) The shortage of fund forced the sports academy to scale 

down the number of sport events in it.  

iii) The duties and responsibilities of Mr. Kevin have been 

scaled down due to his irresponsive behavior and 

inconsistency in performance. 

iv)  I scaled down the whole process of operating the 

machinery.  

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

4) Tide over 

i) Please take one more sandwich or glass of milk as it will 

tide you over till you return after taking the exam.  

ii) You could have borrowed some money from me to tide 

you over during the period of your financial crisis. 

iii) Today the government has launched employment 

generation programmes to tide the unemployed youth over 

during this phase of economic recession. 

iv) The company has arranged funds to tide it over until it 

gets bank loan.  

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

5) Prop up  

i) The tent house was propped up with wooden poles. 

ii) The government should introduce programmes to prop 

up the female entrepreneurs.  

iii) My father is not ready to prop up my Advertising 

Agency and asking to start preparation for government jobs. 

iv)  I had to prop up the wooden cabinet with six big screws 

and nails. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/IBPS-Clerk-Mains-2018
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/ibps-clerk-pre-mains-combo-package
https://t.me/ibpsguide
https://www.facebook.com/ibpsguidance
https://twitter.com/GuideIbps
https://www.instagram.com/ibps_guide
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+IBPSGuide_off


 
Phrase Replacement 

 

Click Here for IBPS Clerk Mains 2018 Quality Mocks  |  Click Here for IBPS Clerk 2018 Quality Mocks 

Follow us: Telegram ,    Facebook ,    Twitter ,    Instagram , G+ 

2 

 

6) Pass off 

i) We could not judge that he was a thief as at reception he 

spoke flawless English and passed himself off as gentle 

man. 

ii) He took out the fake documents from his folder and 

passed them off as original papers. 

iii) We have doubt that protest march may not pass off 

peacefully due to some anti social elements that is why, 

proper arrangements have been made to handle any serious 

situation. 

iv) “I cannot pass off all the students without seeing their 

performance,” said the teacher. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii &iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

7) Go in for 

i) Why did you go in for Arts when you did not have any 

interest in that stream? 

ii) He should have gone in for print media as he was very 

good in drafting the articles and describing the things. 

iii) If you go in for the market please purchase the LED 

bulbs. 

iv) “There is no use of going in for the competition with 

incomplete preparation,” my elder brother told me. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

8) Bring about 

i) It took me more than a year to bring about the changes in 

the life style of the villagers. 

ii) “How long will it take you to bring about a wonderful 

cricket team for upcoming matches?” asked one of the 

members of the Indian Cricket board to newly selected 

coach. 

iii) Technological advancements have brought about the 

various new ways of earning money. 

iv) I had to bring about your file but I forgot it at home. 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

9) Lash out 

i) Today, boss lashed out at him as he reached office very 

late with pending files. 

ii) “The teachers should not lash out at students when they 

ask anything about the chapters which have already been 

taught in the class,” said principal in the meeting with 

teachers. 

iii) Father lashed out at Newspaper vendor for not 

delivering the paper regularly. 

iv) Why did you lash out such a huge amount without 

Mom’s consent? 

 

a) Only i & ii 

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

10) Nail down  

i) The students tried a lot but could not nail him down on 

the extension of last date for the submission of project. 

ii) I knew that he would nail down the deal as he had been 

preparing for it for last two months. 

iii) He has proved himself as he has nailed down the deal 

with Australian company. 

iv) After three hours long discussion, finally we nailed 

down the contract for supplying two thousand mini laptops. 

 

a) Only i & ii  

b) Only i, ii & iv 

c) Only ii & iii 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct 

 

11) Weed out 

i) This round of selection process will weed out the 

applicants without professional and technical knowledge. 

ii) We have decided to weed out the three incompetent units 

which have been giving the production below the margin 

from last two years. 
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iii) Gossiping and office politics are the things that should 

be weeded out of our working atmosphere. 

iv) I have weeded out all the necessary papers and files and 

sent them for approval. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

12) Whip up 

i) Through his impressive speech the minister tried to whip 

up support from public. 

ii) The advertisement should be designed to whip up 

interest for the product among the potential customers.  

iii) Today, I whipped up all the old cassettes and records 

and gave them to junk dealer. 

iv) Today in the morning, I managed time to whip up the 

noodles for my lunch.  

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

13) Bring about 

i) I think, the improved quality of product in needed to 

bring about the consumers’ loyalty for the brand. 

ii) He tried a lot but could not bring about the reconciliation 

between the two groups. 

iii) I am not able to guess, what has brought about the 

positive change in investors’ attitude? 

iv) I could not bring about medicine you requested as it is 

not available in the market. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

14) Call for  

i) Due to the news of paper leak, students and their parents 

are calling for the cancellation of today’s examination.  

ii) Angry factory workers are calling for the release of their 

three months wages. 

iii) The position of computer engineer calls good 

knowledge of software and hardware both. 

iv) “An effective sales promotion programme can call for 

huge investment of fund,” suggested the marketing head.  

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

15) Look through 

i) “Please look through the picture book before answering 

the question,” said the instructor of the game.    

ii) She looked through the cookery book and prepared very 

delicious chocolate cookies just within half an hour. 

iii) I looked through the window but could not see anyone 

as was very dark. 

iv) He looked through the offer document and said yes for 

the investment. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

16) Paper over 

 i) In the Global Conference, the two presidents tried to 

paper over their differences.  

ii) The school management is trying to paper over its fault.  

iii) I was asked to paper over the letters of this month in 

proper sequence. 

iv) Why did you paper over the complaint, registered by the 

customer? 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii, iii & iv 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

17) Ramp up 
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 i) “School authorities should not have ramped up the fees 

without any prior notice,” said one of the parents in the 

meeting. 

ii) In order to meet the demand, we will have to ramp up the 

production, but first we will have to increase the production 

capacity of the plant. 

iii) Publication house is planning to ramp up the price of its 

monthly edition by 4 percent. 

iv) With help of this software, you can ramp up your 

monthly database easily.  

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii  

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

18) Tick off 

 i) I have ticked off the names of those candidates who have 

submitted their forms.  

ii) Teacher ticked him off for not submitting the assignment 

on time. 

iii) I ticked him off for not cleaning the cobwebs which 

were hanging from the ceiling. 

iv) Slow processing of the files ticks me off that is why I 

will have to allocate the responsibilities at each managerial 

level. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

19) Pass off  

 i) The religious procession passed off without any problem 

because city administration deployed the security guards at 

different locations of the city. 

ii) The stale fruit juice was packaged in a new bottle and 

was being passed off as fresh. 

iii) Often he tries to pass off fake and duplicate items of his 

shop as real and genuine. 

iv) I saw you when you were passing off the market with 

your mother. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

20) Come apart 

 i) I was trying to take out the chip board from the device 

for repairing but it came apart. 

ii) In the morning, grand paa was cleaning his spectacles 

and it came apart.  

iii) I have sent three sets of books which will come apart to 

you by the end of the week. 

iv) By chance, I got his real picture but it was really very 

old and came apart in my hands. 

 

a) only i & ii 

b) only i, ii& iv 

c) only  ii &iii 

d) all except iv 

e) all are correct 

 

21) Step aside 

i. Jennie stepped aside for a younger person to take over. 

ii. When I go into court, I will have to step aside and 

present evidence. 

iii. I stepped aside to let the jogger pass. 

iv. At the last minute another company stepped aside with a 

bid. 

 

a) ii and iii 

b) i and iv 

c) i and iii 

d) ii and iv 

e) All are correct  

 

22) Grasp of 

i. You don't have a good grasp of the principles yet. 

ii. Feeling herself falling, she grasped the rail of both hands. 

iii. I think I managed to grasp the main points of the lecture. 

iv. Some parts of the world are grasping of overpopulation. 

 

a) i and ii 

b) ii and iii 

c) iii and iv 

d) i and iii 

e) All are correct  
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23) Catch up with 

i. His lies will catch up with him one day. 

ii. They had been selling stolen cars for years before the 

police caught up with them. 

iii. His criminal record as a teen caught up with him in job 

interviews as an adult. 

iv. We'll catch up with you after the movie. 

 

a) iii and iv 

b) ii and iii 

c) i and ii 

d) All except i 

e) All are correct  

 

24) Ask out 

i. She's asked Steve out to the cinema this evening. 

ii. We've been asked out to dinner twice this week 

iii. We will ask out from the board of directors 

iv. I'm sorry, but I'm not sure, ask those questions out of the 

boss. 

 

a) ii and iii 

b) i and iv 

c) i and ii 

d) iii and iv 

e) All are correct  

 

25) Get on 

i. We're getting on much better now that we don't live 

together. 

ii. Get someone on to the injured man in the hall right now 

iii. Sarah got on at the wrong stop and had to wait for 

another bus. 

iv. We eventually got on to the way our landlord was 

manipulating us. 

 

a) i and ii 

b) iii and iv 

c) ii and iv 

d) All except iii 

e) All are correct 

 

26) Put through  

i. He could not work out why he could not put through a 

call. 

ii. The company put the new employee through work 

immediately. 

iii. I had to work two jobs to put my child through college. 

iv. Several questions were put through me, and I couldn't 

answer any of them 

 

a) iii and iv 

b) i and ii 

c) ii and iv 

d) i and iii 

e) All are correct  

 

27) Come into 

i. Kristi came into all of that money when her grandmother 

died. 

ii. After some rearrangement, our plans came into good 

shape. 

iii. Once the storm comes into, be ready to contend with 

much stronger winds. 

iv. I gave that patient to Sally when she came into last 

night. 

 

a) i and iv 

b) iii and iv 

c) i and ii 

d) ii and iii 

e) All are correct  

 

28) Run past 

i. I was leading in the race, but then someone ran past me. 

ii. He ran many ideas past us, but we disliked them all. 

iii. He ran the car past the grass and washed it. 

iv. A flock of wild turkeys ran past the barn. 

 

a) i and ii 

b) ii and iv 

c) iii and iv 

d) All except iii 

e) All are correct  

 

29) Come down with  

i. I feel like I’m coming down with a cold. 

ii. Our goalie came down with the flu and missed the game. 

iii. I didn't go to work because I came down with the pox 

iv. Susan came down with a bad fever and had to cancel her 

trip.  
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a) iii and iv 

b) i and ii 

c) ii and iv 

d) All except i 

e) All are correct  

 

30) Think ahead 

i. You must learn to think ahead if you want to get ahead. 

ii. I thought ahead and brought a snack in case I got hungry. 

iii. The new year is a natural time to think ahead and make 

plans for the future. 

iv.  I thought ahead all the fine things we used to do. 

 

a) i and iv 

b) ii and iii 

c) ii and iv 

d) All except iv 

e) All are correct  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Answers:  

1) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “stack up” is “to increase in 

number or amount” and it has been applied properly in i, ii 

and iii sentences. 

 

2) Answer: b) 

The meaning of the phrase “back down” is “to admit that 

you were wrong or that you have been defeated” and it is 

applied properly in i, ii and iv sentences. 

 

3) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “scale down” is “to reduce the 

number, size or extent of something” and it has been 

applied properly in i, ii and iii sentences. 

 

4) Answer: e) 

The meaning of phrase “tide over” is “to help somebody 

during a difficult period by providing what they need” and 

phrase has been applied properly in all the sentences. 

 

5) Answer: e) 

The phrase “prop up” has more than one meaning. These 

are “to stop something from falling by putting something 

under it or against it /to help a government, system, 

organization etc to continue to exist, especially by 

providing financial or military support” and phrase has been 

applied properly in all the sentences. 

 

6) Answer: d) 

The phrase “pass off” has more than one meaning. These 

are “to make people believe that a person or thing is 

something else / if an event passes off in a particular way, it 

happens in that way” and phrase has been applied properly 

in i, ii and iii sentences. 

 

7) Answer: b) 

The phrase “go in for” has more than one meaning. These 

are “to take part in a competition, or to take an examination 

/ to choose something as a subject of study or as your 

career” and phrase has been applied properly in i, ii and iv 

sentences. 

 

8) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “bring about” is “to cause 

something to happen” and it has been applied properly in i, 

ii and iii sentences. 

 

9) Answer: e) 

The phrase “lash out” has more than one meaning. These 

are “to criticize someone or something angrily / Spend a lot 

of money” and phrase has been applied properly in all the 

sentences. 

 

10) Answer: e) 

The phrase “nail down” has more than one meaning. These 

are “Secure an agreement / Elicit a firm commitment from 

someone” and phrase has been applied properly in all the 

sentences. 

 

11) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “weed out” is “to remove a 

person or thing that is not suitable or good enough, 

especially from a group or collection” and it has been 

applied properly in i, ii and iii sentences. 
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12) Answer: b) 

The phrase “whip up” has more than one meaning. These 

are “Stimulate a particular feeling in someone / to make 

food or a meal very quickly and easily” and phrase has been 

applied properly in i, ii and iv sentences. 

 

13) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “bring about” is “to cause 

something to happen” and it has been applied properly in i, 

ii and iii sentences. 

 

14) Answer: e) 

The meaning of phrase “call for” is “to demand that 

something happens” and it has been applied properly in all 

the sentences. 

 

15) Answer: b) 

The meaning of the phrase “look through” is “to examine or 

read something quickly” and it has been applied properly in 

i, ii and iv sentences. 

 

 

16) Answer: b) 

The meaning of the phrase “paper over” is  “to hide an 

unpleasant situation, especially a problem or disagreement, 

in order to make people believe that it does not exist or is 

not serious” and phrase has been applied in i, ii and iv 

sentences. 

 

17) Answer: d) 

The meaning of the phrase “ramp up” is “to make 

something increase in amount” and it has been applied 

properly in i, ii and iii sentences. 

 

18) Answer: e) 

The phrase “tick off” has more than one meaning. These are 

“to put the symbol ✓ next to something on a list to show 

that you have dealt with it /  to speak angrily to someone 

who has done something wrong /  to annoy someone” and 

phrase has been applied properly in all the sentences. 

 

19) Answer: d) 

The phrase “pass off” has more than one meaning. These 

are “to make people believe that a person or thing is 

something else / if an event passes off in a particular way, it 

happens in that way” and phrase has been applied properly 

in i, ii and iii sentences. 

 

 

 

20) Answer: b) 

The meaning of phrase “come apart” is “if an object comes 

apart, it separates into pieces, either because it has been 

made that way or because it is very old or in very bad 

condition” and phrase has been applied properly in i, ii and 

iv sentences. 

 

21) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “step aside” is to resign from a post or 

move out of the way so as to give way to another and the 

phrase has been applied properly in i and iii sentences. 

 

22) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “grasp of” is a firm understanding of 

something or the act of holding onto someone or something 

and the phrase has been applied properly in i and iii 

sentences. 

 

23) Answer: e) 

The meaning of “catch up with” is to find or arrest after a 

period of pursuit, to meet again at a later point in time or to 

cause unpleasant consequences or have dire implications 

and the phrase has been applied properly in all the 

sentences. 

 

24) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “ask out” is to invite someone for a visit to 

a place, social event or special occasion or something, such 

as dinner, the theater and the phrase has been applied 

properly in i and ii sentence 

 

25) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “get on” is To acquire understanding or 

knowledge of something, to assign someone to attend to 

someone or something or o be or continue to be on 

harmonious terms with someone and the phrase has been 

applied properly in i, ii and iv sentence 

 

26) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “put through” is to cause someone or 

something to complete a process or to connect some 
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telephone call and the phrase has been applied properly in i 

and iii sentences. 

 

27) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “come into” is to inherit or otherwise 

acquire something or to attain some state or condition and 

the phrase has been applied properly in i and ii sentences. 

 

28) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “run past” is to overtake someone or 

something by running, to run near or alongside someone or 

to demonstrate something and the phrase has been applied 

properly in i, ii and iv sentences. 

 

 

 

 

29) Answer: e) 

The meaning of “come down with” is to become or to be 

sick with some illness and the phrase has been applied 

properly in all the sentences 

 

30) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “think ahead” is to consider or think about 

the future; think proactively and the phrase has been applied 

properly in i, ii and iii sentences 
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