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Direction (1-10): In a passage given below there are 

10 blanks, each followed by a word given in bold. 

Even blank has four alternative words given in 

options (a), (b), (c) and (d). You have to choose 

which word will best suit to the respective blank. 

Choose (e) as your answer if the word given in the 

bold after the blank is your answer i.e.   "No 

change requires". 

 

Factorising numbers into their constituent primes may 

sound _ (1) _ [complicating], but the one-way nature 

of the problem and of some other, closely related 

mathematical tasks is the foundation on which much 

modern encryption rests. Without it, credit-card 

details, bank transfers, emails and the like would zip 

around the internet unprotected, for anyone so minded 

to see. In theory, any of the world’s millions of 

professional or amateur mathematicians could have a 

stroke of inspiration tomorrow and publish a formula 

that _ (2) _ [solve] internet cryptography. In fact, 

something like this has already happened. In 1994 

Peter Shor, a mathematician came up with an efficient 

way to find a number’s prime factors. The only catch 

was that for large numbers his method dubbed Shor’s 

algorithm needs a quantum computer to work. 

Quantum computers rely on the famous weirdness of 

quantum mechanics to perform certain sorts of 

calculation far faster than any conceivable classical 

machine. Their fundamental unit is the “qubit”, a 

quantum analogue of the ones and zeros that classical 

machines _ (3) _ [guides]. By exploiting the quantum-

mechanical phenomena, quantum computers can 

perform some forms of mathematics, no matter how _ 

(4) _[heavy]. Alibaba, Alphabet, Microsoft and the 

like are _ (5) _ [contested] to build commercial 

versions. Cryptographers are debating the relative 

merits of such mathematical curiosities as super 

singular isogenies and multivariate polynomials as 

foundations for quantum-proof cryptography. Though 

many communications are _ (6) _ [fading], some 

people encrypt messages that they hope will remain 

secret for a long time. Spies and policemen around the 

world already store reams of online data in the hope 

that, even if they cannot decrypt them now, they may 

be able to do so in future. Big firms will have power in 

other ways, too. Vadim Lyubashevsky points out that 

quantum computers need lots of coddling. This means 

that, for the _ (7) _ [expecting] future, access to them 

will be sold as a cloud-computing service in which 

users rent time from the machines’ owners. That gives 

companies the power to review code before it is run, 

says Dr. Lyubashevsky, which could help limit _ (8) _ 

[sinful] uses. All this means that quantum-proofing the 

internet is shaping up to be an expensive, _ (9) _ 

[lengthen] and probably incomplete job. In the event, 

thanks to the efforts of thousands of programmers, the 

millennium bug was mostly _ (10) _ [avoiding]. 

 

1)  

a) Wonted 
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b) Abreast 

c) Esoteric 

d) Mundane 

e) No change required 

 

2)  

a) Elucidate  

b) Decipher 

c) Decoded 

d) Unravels 

e) No change required 

 

3)  

a) Inveigle 

b) Manipulate 

c) Fudge 

d) Beguile 

e) No change required 

 

4)  

a) Beefy 

b) Slender 

c) Trivial 

d) Sparse 

e) No change required 

 

5)  

a) Conceding  

b) Settling 

c) Vying 

d) Approbating 

e) No change required 

 

6)  

a) Persistent  

b) Ephemeral 

c) Recurrent 

d) Interminable 

e) No change required 

 

7)  

a) Implausible 

b) Skeptical 

c) Fallacious 

d) Foreseeable 

e) No change required  

 

8)  

a) Nefarious 

b) Luscious 

c) Ineffable 

d) Ambrosial 

e) No change required 

 

 

9)  

a) Facilitated 

b) Expedited 

c) Protracted 

d) Impelled 

e) No change required 

 

10)  

a) Dodged 

b) Confronted 

c) Accosted 

d) Scorned 

e) No change required 

 

Direction (11-20): In a passage given below there 

are 10 blanks, each followed by a word given in 

bold. Every blank has four alternative words given 

in options (a), (b), (c) and (d). You have to choose 

which word will best suit to the respective blank. 

Choose (e) as your answer if the word given in the 

bold after the blank is your answer i.e. "No change 

requires". 

 

Dealing with bad loans to business around 60% of 

NPEs, mostly to small firms is the most _ (11)_ 

[alarmed]part of this monumental job. It means 

resetting the balance-sheet of much of Greece’s 

economy, from restaurants to manufacturing. Bankers 

and investors say Amoeba has helpfully _ (12) _ 

[produce]an ecosystem of buyers and advisers. 

Clearing away the NPE rubble and renewing lending 
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are both vital. GDP _ (13) _ [shrinks] by a quarter in 

2010-13 and then _ (14) _ [decline] for three more 

years. Though it is growing once more, at 1.4% in 

2017 and maybe 2% in 2018, it is scarcely roaring 

back. Write-offs and sales have accounted for most of 

the reduction in NPEs, though cures have ticked up 

too. Selling business loans is harder. Though 

provisions already cover half of NPEs, and collateral 

notionally covers the rest, banks and loan-buyers must 

still discern which indebted businesses are viable. 

Debtors may owe money to more than one bank, and 

different parts of a property may have been _ (15) _ 

[committing] separately. Bankers reckon that 25% of 

defaulters are strategic that is, they can pay but won’t, 

believing foreclosure will never come. Lately online 

public auctions of foreclosed commercial and 

residential properties have also begun. E-auctions have 

smoked out some strategic defaulters: perhaps a fifth 

of properties put up for sale have been pulled when 

borrowers found the money or asked to _ (16) _ 

[converted] the debt. KKR, a private-equity giant is _ 

(17) _ [undertook] Famar, a drugmaker, and is close 

to deals with Alpha. Banks have also set up a forum to 

tackle companies owing money to more than one 

lender. Among other positive signs, all four banks 

boast healthy capital ratios and came through stress 

tests by the European Central Bank this month without 

being required to raise more equity. They should soon 

be _ (18) _ [detach] off ECB emergency funding, 

which by April was down to €10.2bn, from €86. 

Deposits that _ (19) _[flow] out in the crisis have 

begun to flow back. Private-sector deposits, at €120bn, 

are still 45% lower than at the end of 2009. Tens of 

billions are _ (20) _ [load] in homes even buried in 

gardens or abroad. Despite changes in the law intended 

to speed up bankruptcies, procedures are still a mess 

believes. 

 

11)  

a) Consternated 

b) Daunting 

c) Thwarted 

d) Fomenting 

e) No change required 

 

12)  

a) Procreate 

b) Extirpated 

c) Muster 

d) Spawned 

e) No change required 

 

 

13)  

a) Shrivelled 

b) Desiccates 

c) Dwindles 

d) Expatiated 

e) No change required 

 

14)  

a) Languish 

b) Stultify 

c) Stagnated 

d) Dilated 

e) No change required 

 

15)  

a) Covenant 

b) Pledged 

c) Stipulate 

d) Welshed 

e) No change required 

 

16)  

a) Restructure 

b) Deduced 

c) Transmuted 

d) Blemish 

e) No change required 

 

17)  

a) Transcend 

b) Overhauling 

c) Surpass 

d) Faltering 

https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/IBPS-Clerk-Mains-2018
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/ibps-clerk-pre-mains-combo-package
https://t.me/ibpsguide
https://www.facebook.com/ibpsguidance
https://twitter.com/GuideIbps
https://www.instagram.com/ibps_guide
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+IBPSGuide_off


           
Cloze test Questions 

 

Click Here for IBPS Clerk Mains 2018 Quality Mocks  |   Click Here for IBPS Clerk 2018 Quality Mocks 

Follow us: Telegram ,    Facebook ,    Twitter ,    Instagram , G+ 
4 

 

e) No change required 

 

18)  

a) Amputate 

b) Obliterate 

c) Instigated 

d) Weaned 

e) No change required 

 

19)  

a) Gushed 

b) Cascade 

c) Emanate 

d) Lounged 

e) No change required 

 

20)  

a) Scrimps 

b) Radiated 

c) Stashed 

d) Garners 

e) No change required 

 

 

Answers 

1) Answer: c) 

According to the sentence “esoteric” will be used as it 

means “complex” 

 

2) Answer: d) 

According to the sentence “unravels” will be used as it 

means “to investigate and solve or explain” 

 

3) Answer: b) 

According to the sentence “manipulate” will be used 

as it means “to handle or control” 

 

4) Answer: a) 

According to the sentence “beefy” will be used as it 

means “tough” 

 

5) Answer: c) 

According to the sentence “vying” will be used as it 

means “to compete” 

 

6) Answer: b) 

According to the sentence “ephemeral” will be used as 

it means “temporary” 

 

7) Answer: d) 

According to the sentence “foreseeable” will be used 

as it means “able to be predicted” 

 

8) Answer: a) 

According to the sentence “nefarious” will be used as 

it means “bad or evil (typically of an action or 

activity)” 

 

9) Answer: c) 

According to the sentence “protracted” will be used as 

it means “to draw out or extend  

 

10) Answer: a) 

According to the sentence “dodged” will be used as it 

means “to escape or get out of something 

 

11) Answer: b)  

According to the sentence daunting will be used as it 

means seeming difficult to deal with in  

 

12) Answer: d)  

According to the sentence spawned will be used as it 

means to create or give rise to  

 

13) Answer: a)  

According to the sentence shrivelled will be used as it 

means to decrease or drop off  

 

14) Answer: c)  

According to the sentence stagnated will be used as it 

means to cease developing or stand still 

 

15) Answer: b)  

According to the sentence pledged will be used as it 

means to undertake formally to give something  
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16) Answer: a)  

According to the sentence restructure will be used as it 

means to convert the debt into another kind of debt, 

typically one that is repayable at a later time. 

 

17) Answer: b)  

According to the sentence overhauling will be used as 

it means to overtake someone or gain on something  

 

18) Answer: d)  

According to the sentence weaned will be used as it 

means to make someone gradually stop using 

something that is bad or them 

 

19) Answer: a)  

According to the sentence gushed will be used as it 

means to flow out or issue suddenly 

 

20) Answer: c)  

According to the sentence stashed will be used as it 

means to store something safely in a hidden or secret 

place. 
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