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Directions (1-20): Each sentence below has one or 

two blanks, each blank indicating that something 

has been omitted. Below the sentence are five sets of 

words. Choose the set of words for each blank that 

best fits the meaning of the sentence as a whole. 

 

1) The purpose of higher education is to prepare 

graduates for work and life, achieved only through 

the ________ of knowledge, skills and ___________ 

related to the profession they chose. 

a) Accession, expertise 

b) Pursuit, aptitude 

c) Acquisition, competencies  

d) Forfeit, virtuosities 

e) Recoveries, skills 

 

2) Mr. Löfven has __________ the suggestion, he is 

conscious of the political need to strike 

___________ compromises and build a consensus 

among like-minded parties.  

a) Relegated, idealistic 

b) Retained, realistic 

c) Discarded, theoretical  

d) Deported, floating 

e) Dismissed, pragmatic  

 

3) The NAP report _____________that disciplinary 

specialisation has resulted in many developments 

but also points out that __________ problems are 

multi-disciplinary 

a) Acknowledges, emerging 

b) Accede, egressing 

c) Certifies, dribbling 

d) Responds, percolating 

e) Recognize, transpiring 

 

4) The 2018 Budget is one of muted __________ 

and _________ agony for Startups and Investors 

from the lens of the Stay in India and List in India 

initiatives. 

a) Desolation, modulated 

b) Ecstasy, tempered 

c) Abjection, curbed 

d) Euphoria, agitated 

e) Delirium, infuriated 

 

5) India’s strong fundamentals and ____________ 

growth of our capital markets should hopefully 

__________ the removal of this favourable regime 

a) Astonishing, convulse 

b) Distressing, churn 

c) Staggering, allay 

d) Astounding, perturb 

e) Overwhelming, fluster 

6) The committee has ________ other related 

critical issues in the realm of personal data 

protection and data sovereignty, such as preventing 

foreign surveillance and __________ 

a) Succumbed, condemning  
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b) Flagged, fostering 

c) Languished, stymieing 

d) Fattened, fomenting 

e) Outdone, cherishing 

 

7) North Korea agreed to shut down the 

Tongchang-ri missile-testing site in the presence of 

observers and ___________ the nuclear facility if 

the U.S. takes __________ measures 

a) Dismantle, corresponding 

b) Annihilate, disparate 

c) Assemble, analogous 

d) Denudate, peculiar 

e) Subvert, aberrant 

 

8) Valid concerns are based on the premise that 

large foreign companies will be able to _________ 

the ___________ resources to invest in setting up 

their data centres within India 

a) Actuate, petty 

b) Muster, dispensable 

c) Dissuade, essential 

d) Mobilise, requisite 

e) Assemble, extraneous 

 

9) If the tariffs __________ the dominance of 

Chinese SOEs and incentivize devaluation of the 

renminbi, they will accomplish __________ the 

opposite of their intended effect. 

a) Ensconce, tentatively 

b) Lodge, uncertainly 

c) Entrench, precisely 

d) Displace, specifically 

e) Intrude, irresolutely 

 

10) Auto companies can certainly afford to pay 

higher wages and this provision on its own may not 

___________ employment __________ in Mexico. 

a) Erode, contemplation 

b) Debilitate, expectancy 

c) Facilitate, anticipations 

d) Sabotage, possibility 

e) Undermine, prospects  

 

11) History is full of examples of governments 

empowering their people to _______ a________ 

approach to what we now term universal health 

coverage.  

a) Fecundate, integrate 

b) Propagate, holistic 

c) Procreated, comprehensive 

d) Enshroud, unified 

e) Fathered, plenary 

 

12) With that kind of a market price crash, 

Bhavantar has basically _______ into a full-fledged 

MSP, the only difference being that there is no 

government _________ and therefore no need for 

public warehousing. 

a) Contorted, acquisitioning 

b) Distort, attainment 

c) Sustained, redemption 

d) Morphed, procurement 

e) Mutate, salvage 

 

13) Instead of creating a statistical data ecosystem 

that _________the energy of diverse institutions 

and disciplines in which innovative thinking on 

data collection and analysis could be undertaken, 

this tendency may well ________ official statistical 

systems. 

a) Constrains, disengaged 

b) Accouter, seclude 

c) Harnesses, isolate 

d) Muzzles, confined 

e) Fetters, integrate 

 

14) The draft National Policy on Official Statistics 

offers a great start for _________ trust in statistics 

but _______ its inclusiveness will go a long way 

towards encouraging competence, reliability and 

honesty in public statistics. 

a) Fostering, enhancing 

b) Nurturing, supplement 

c) Harboring, intensify 
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d) Fomenting, exalted 

e) Rattling, boosting 

 

15) A ________survey management structure that 

understands the difficulties of on-the-ground data 

collectors and responds appropriately to find ways 

of _______ quality and honesty must form the 

cornerstone of good data collection. 

a) Adept, certified 

b) Proficient, warranted 

c) Nimble, ensuring 

d) Lissome, fortified 

e) Sluggish, assuring 

 

16) Employing the strict ________ standard, which 

demands that ________ governmental interest be 

proved, would have established a healthy 

precedent. 

a) Perusal, deterring  

b) Scrutiny, compelling 

c) Inspection, overawing 

d) Audits, coercing 

e) Surveillance, appalling 

 

17) The state has failed to ________ that a less 

______ measure other than biometric 

authentication will not subserve its purposes. 

a) Proclaim, protuberant  

b) Distort, prominent 

c) Exhibit, protruding 

d) Demonstrate, intrusive 

e) Validate, blatant  

 

18) Indian strategic thinking has evolved over the 

last several decades deeply _________ of American 

multilateralism and a strong ________ of 

preserving the nation’s sovereignty. 

a) Heedless, backer 

b) Conclusive, partisan 

c) Suspicious, proponent 

d) Unerring, protector 

e) Sundry, defender 

 

19) It is a sign of the _______ nature of the times in 

which we live that many in India are _______ when 

the US is speaking a language that India should be 

rather comfortable with. 

a) Reliable, bewildered 

b) Treacherous, befuddled 

c) Competent, dazed 

d) Innocuous, flustered 

e) Vigilant, inebriated 

 

20) Nor should they generally welcome a situation 

where President Trump's ______are deemed to be 

successful, that might only encourage 

further_______; after all, there have been 31 

Godzilla movies so far.  

a) Maneuver, turmoil 

b) Tactics, rampages 

c) Technique, harmonies 

d) Cessations, destructions 

e) Campaign, blow up 

 

Answers 
1) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “acquisition” is “to obtain something” 

and it is suitable for i blanks and the meaning of 

“competencies” is “the ability to do something 

successfully or efficiently” so it is appropriate for ii 

blank 

 

2) Answer: e) 

The meaning of “dismissed” is “to banish or set aside” 

and it is suitable for i blanks and the meaning of 

“pragmatic” is “dealing with things sensibly and 

realistically in a way that is based on practical 

considerations” so it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

 

 

3) Answer: a) 

The meaning of “acknowledges” is “to recognize the 

importance or quality of” and it is suitable for i blanks 

and the meaning of “emerging” is “become apparent or 

known” so it is appropriate for ii blank 
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4) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “ecstasy” is “an overwhelming feeling 

of great happiness or joyful excitement” and it is 

suitable for i blanks and the meaning of “tempered” is 

“to moderate or tone down” so it is appropriate for ii 

blank 

 

5) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “staggering” is “to walk or move 

unsteadily” and it is suitable for i blanks and the 

meaning of “allay” is “to diminish or put at rest” so it 

is appropriate for ii blank 

6) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “flagged” is “to signal” and it is 

suitable for i blanks and the meaning of “fostering” is 

“to promote” so it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

7) Answer: a) 

The meaning of “dismantle” is “to pull apart” and it is 

suitable for i blanks and the meaning of 

“corresponding” is “equivalent in form, or function or 

comparable” so it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

8) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “mobilise” is “to organize or make 

ready” and it is suitable for i blanks and the meaning 

of “requisite” is “a thing that is necessary” so it is 

appropriate for ii blank 

 

9) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “entrench” is “to establish so firmly 

that change is very difficult” and it is suitable for i 

blanks and the meaning of “precisely” is “exactly” so 

it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

10) Answer: e) 

The meaning of “undermine” is “to weaken” and it is 

suitable for i blanks and the meaning of “prospects” is 

“the possibility or likelihood of some future event 

occurring” so it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

11) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “propagate” is “to raise or generate” 

and it is suitable for i blanks and the meaning of 

“holistic” is “complete or whole” so it is appropriate 

for ii blank. 

 

12) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “morphed” is “to change something” 

and it is suitable for i blanks and the meaning of 

“procurement” is “the action of obtaining something” 

so it is appropriate for ii blank 

 

13) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “harnesses” is “to control and make 

use of resources” and it is suitable for i blanks and the 

meaning of “isolate” is “to separate or set apart” so it 

is appropriate for ii blank 

 

14) Answer: a) 

The meaning of “fostering” is “to encourage the 

development of something” and it is suitable for i 

blanks and the meaning of “enhancing” is “to further 

improve the quality or value” so it is appropriate for ii 

blank 

 

15) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “nimble” is “skillful” and it is suitable 

for i blanks and the meaning of “ensuring” is “to 

confirm or make something certain” so it is 

appropriate for ii blank 

 

16) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “scrutiny” is “critical observation or 

examination” and it is suitable for i blanks and the 

meaning of “compelling” is “to bring about 

(something) by the use of pressure” so it is appropriate 

for ii blank 

 

 

17) Answer: d) 

The meaning of “demonstrate” is “clearly show the 

existence of something by giving proof” and it is 

suitable for i blanks and the meaning of “intrusive” is 

“unwanted or interrupting” so it is appropriate for ii 

blank 
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18) Answer: c) 

The meaning of “suspicious” is “doubtful or 

questionable” and it is suitable for i blanks and the 

meaning of “proponent” is “a person who support a 

theory, proposal, or course of action” so it is 

appropriate for ii blank 

 

19) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “treacherous” is “condition presenting 

hidden or unpredictable dangers” and it is suitable for i 

blanks and the meaning of “befuddled” is “cause to 

become unable to think clearly” so it is appropriate for 

ii blank 

 

20) Answer: b) 

The meaning of “tactics” is “approach or policy” and it 

is suitable for i blank and the meaning of “rampages” 

is “a period of violent and uncontrollable behavior by 

a group of people.” so it is appropriate for ii   blank. 
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