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Direction (1-20): In the following questions two 

columns are given containing three 

sentences/phrases each. In first column, 

sentences/phrases are A, B and C and in the second 

column the sentences/phrases are D, E and F. A 

sentence/phrase from the first column may or may 

not connect with another sentence/phrase from the 

second column to make a grammatically and 

contextually correct sentence. Each question has 

five options, four of which display the sequence(s) 

in which the sentences/phrases can be joined to 

form a grammatically and contextually correct 

sentence. If none of the options given forms a 

correct sentence after combination, mark (e), i.e. 

“None of these” as your answer. 

 

 

 

1)  

A. The Central 

government should also 

D. under the radar and 

build into a large credit 

take note of some 

forward-looking 

statements 

issue in course of time. 

B. It is debatable whether 

banks have the resources 

and manpower to do this 

E. when these bad loans 

were made and the 

purported inaction over a 

list of high-profile fraud 

cases 

C. The former RBI 

Governor has strongly 

defended the RBI against 

criticism, often unfair,  

F. when they are chasing 

the bigger borrowers for 

business and, increasingly 

these days, recoveries.  

 

a) B-F 

b) A-E 

c) C-D 

d) B-E & C-D 

e) None of these  

 

2)  

A. Now a new 

generation of young 

Ugandans are united by 

the 

D. including high 

unemployment rates, lack 

of economic opportunities, 

and rising crime. 

B. On the surface, the 

Museveni government 

may have created the 

illusion that it has 

E. growing preponderance 

of social media, platforms 

that enable fierce debates 

over burning issues in 

national 

C. Social media is also 

making it harder for the 

Museveni regime to keep 

facts hidden 

F. escalated after it became 

known that Bobi Wine and 

several other MPs had 

been arrested and 

apparently ill-treated in 

custody. 

    

a) C-D 
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b) B-F 

c) A-E 

d) B-F & A-E 

e) None of these  

 

3)  

A. Whatever the reason, 

Sebi comes out looking 

bad. It first issued a 

circular 

D. that is not thorough 

with its processes, and one 

that can be arm-twisted 

into changing its stance. 

 

B. Unless Sebi embraces 

these best practices, it 

will be seen as a regulator 

E. to iron out concerns 

raised by trading firms, 

before issuing guidelines. 

C. News reports suggest 

the regulator has asked 

exchanges 

F. to tinker with the FPI 

rules, to purportedly check 

money laundering. 

  

a) C-D 

b) A-F 

c) B-F 

d) B-D & C-E 

e) None of these 

 

4)  

A. The survey results 

suggest that those owning 

more land have more 

access 

D. reflected in the stark 

differences in the degree 

of indebtedness among 

different income groups. 

B. Large land-owners are 

able to invest much more 

in productive assets 

E. compared to the richer 

classes, even though the 

richer classes exhibit 

higher incidence of 

indebtedness in absolute 

terms. 

C. The inequalities 

between the land-owning 

classes is also 

F. to investor agricultural 

households owning more 

than two hectares of land, 

a large share of 

investments  

 

a) B-F 

b) A-E 

c) C-D 

d) C-E 

e) None of these  

 

5)  

A. A historic hearing for 

the draft instructions for 

stem cell treatments was 

followed 

D. the growing industry 

focus on stem cell 

research, rising awareness 

about stem cell banking, 

and evolution of new stem 

cell therapies. 

B. They will have to first 

be backed by clinical 

trials to prove the safety 

E. by Yes Bank and the 

Federation of Asian 

Biotech Associations 

forecast an annual growth 

rate of around 15%. 

 

C. If the regulatory body 

is satisfied with the 

details, it allows the 

F. and efficacy of the 

drugs, and will then 

require licences to 

manufacture and sell. 

    

a) A-E 

b) B-F 

c) C-D 

d) A-F 

e) None of these  

 

6)  

A.  China, and indeed 

any other nation that 

trades with the U.S., may 

seek alternative markets 

D. the near term the trade 

war will cause a shrinkage 

in bilateral trade volumes. 

B. Businesses in the 

U.S., China and nations 

with close trade and 

investment links 

E. and trading partners if 

the American government 

persists with its retreat into 

economic isolationism. 

C. The rules-based world 

order for international 

trade appears to be in 

F. to penalize for 

overproduction, dumping 

overseas and excessive 

restrictions on market 
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access  

 

 

a) A-E 

b) C-D 

c) B-F 

d) A-F 

e) None of these  

 

7)  

A. Recognising the 

gravity of the issue, the 

Srikrishna committee in 

its draft data protection 

bill has rightly observed 

D. which are touted to be 

the drivers of modern 

manufacturing, service 

delivery and governance. 

B. The advancement of 

digital tools and 

technology in areas such 

as artificial intelligence 

has 

E. that mandating data 

mirroring will raise entry 

barriers in the Indian 

market and adversely 

impact smaller 

stakeholders 

C. Indian users today are 

accessing digital 

technology-driven 

services 

F. enabled them to 

monitor and profile user 

behaviour, preferences and 

even daily routines, 

granting them the potential 

power to influence their 

decisions 

   

a) C-D 

b) A-E 

c) B-F 

d) C-D& B-F 

e) None of these  

 

8)  

A. Preventive health 

spending is more 

equitable and much more 

cost effective 

D. to leave a deep hole in 

the finances of the 

insurance agencies or the 

central and state 

governments. 

B. Despite absorbing the E. in improving health 

bulk of public health 

expenditure, the public 

curative care system has 

not managed 

standards, a much bigger 

bang for the buck 

compared to curative care. 

C. A performance-linked 

payment system has also 

been designed to 

incentivise hospitals 

F. to enhance their profit 

margins, thereby further 

raising the out of pocket 

burden on patients. 

  

a) C-E 

b) A-E 

c) B-F 

d) C-D 

e) None of these 

 

9)  

A. The US has a 

president whose 

personal conduct raises 

profound questions 

D. and we remain unwilling 

to stir those memories 

because we are unprepared 

and unwilling to deal with 

the consequences 

 

B. There may have been 

greater acceptance of 

boorish behaviour, but 

that did not make it 

right 

E. because there is no way 

to know how they would 

have understood situations 

and contexts they could not 

have anticipated or 

comprehended.  

 

C. All of us have some 

suppressed experiences 

in our lives, which we 

leave in the dark rooms 

of our mind, 

F. because it is of 

paramount importance that 

the court is wedded to the 

notions of justice and 

constitutionalism.  

 

 

a) A-E 

b) B-F 

c) C-D 

d) B-D 

e) None of these 
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10)  

A. Contemporary public 

discourse interprets digital 

colonialism as a large 

global economy 

D. to achieve data 

sovereignty without 

exploring other and 

possibly better 

alternatives. 

B. The observation of the 

committee must be treated 

as a recommendation, one 

that should be judged 

E. large foreign 

companies will be able 

to mobilise the requisite 

resources to invest in 

setting up their data 

centres   

 

C. The path recommended 

by the committee to 

accomplish the feat is 

mandating local storage due 

to which 

F. from the perspective 

of India having to 

carefully balance the 

possible benefits of 

localisation with the 

costs  

 

  

a) B-F 

b) C-E 

c) A-F 

d) B-D 

e) None of these  

 

11)  

A. Bigger challenges lie 

ahead, especially after the 

final NRC list determines 

D. lingering doubts over 

whether the process was 

indeed foolproof, or even 

warranted. 

B. Causes for concern 

have been aplenty, from 

the frenetic pace to meet 

deadlines 

E. the precise number of 

deemed illegal 

immigrants; the state then 

has to grapple with what 

to do next. 

 

C. The publication of the 

final draft before the 

Supreme Court-mandated 

and monitored 

F. is subject to human 

interface, subjective bias, 

and the inherent flaws in 

the NRC 

 

a) B-F 

b) A-E 

c) C-D 

d) A-E &C-D 

e) None of these  

 

12)  

A. Indian delegations led 

by the Foreign Secretary 

had made a three-fold case 

for the waiver 

D. with the S-400 Triumf 

missile system deal with 

Russia regardless of the 

U.S. law and the threat of 

sanctions. 

B. Given the capricious 

and unpredictable policy 

swings Mr. Trump has 

shown, 

E. that India has 

significantly reduced its 

dependence on Russian 

military hardware 

C. The matter was 

particularly heated with 

India making it clear it 

would go ahead 

F. it must be unfair if the 

U.S. reward the effort 

with punitive measures. 

 

a) C-D 

b) A-E 

c) B-F 

d) B-D 

e) None of these 

 

13)  

A. Given the vast amounts 

of personal data being 

collected by private 

companies and state 

agencies, 

D. the draft bill and the 

report that mark a 

welcome step forward, 

but there are some grey 

areas.  

 

B. In many ways, the draft 

legislation mirrors the 

General Data Protection 

Regulation, 

E. It seeks to codify the 

relationship between 

individuals and 

firms/state institutions as 

one between data 

principals 
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C. The report recommends 

a law to provide for 

F. the absence of a data 

protection legal 

framework in India has 

been a cause for deep 

concern. 

 

a) C-D 

b) B-F 

c) A-F 

d) B-D 

e) None of these  

 

14)  

A. Indian firms are happy 

to finance their projects 

with 

D. through a dual-class 

share structure, which 

involves two classes of 

shares with different 

levels of voting rights. 

 

B. Among the new 

technology firms, the 

preferred mode of control 

is 

E. to finance their 

projects with bucket loads 

of borrowed money if 

that means they can avoid 

raising outside equity 

C. Banks in India are so 

weak that they are 

reluctant 

F. their firm as they could 

infinitely prolong the 

resolution process. 

 

a) A-F 

b) B-D 

c) C-E 

d) B-F 

e) None of these  

 

15)  

A.  A new defence bill 

gives the president the 

authority 

D.  that it will provide 

India a waiver from 

sanctions if it purchases 

major weapon and 

defence systems from 

Russia 

B. The Indian embassy in E. under which any 

Washington did not 

immediately 

country engaged with its 

defence and intelligence 

sectors could face 

secondary US sanctions. 

C. The United States has 

imposed sweeping 

sanctions on Russia 

F. purchase of the 

Russian missile defence 

system, which cannot be 

integrated into NATO. 

 

a) B-F 

b) A-E 

c) C-D 

d) C-E 

e) None of these  

 

16) 

A. The Supreme Court’s 

ruling, by a 4:1 majority, 

that the exclusionary 

practice violates the 

rights of women 

D. claimed by 

worshippers based on 

‘custom and usage’ must 

yield to the fundamental 

right of women to practise 

religion. 

B. The three concurring 

opinions that form the 

majority have 

E. establishes the legal 

principle that individual 

freedom prevails over 

purported group rights, 

even in matters of religion 

C. Beyond the legality of 

the practice, which could 

have been 

F. said stigma built around 

traditional notions of 

impurity has no place in 

the constitutional order 

  

a) C-D 

b) B-F 

c) A-E 

d) B-D 

e) None of these  

 

17)  

A. Recent developments in 

the domestic financial 

system that have triggered 

D. becoming available to 

the banking system at the 

more affordable repo rate 
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concerns about the health of 6.5%. 

B. The RBI issued a one-

sentence press release that 

along with the capital 

markets regulator 

E. hardening once the 

impact of the higher 

payout on the minimum 

support price for kharif 

crops kicks in. 

C. Food prices that, 

surprisingly, have 

remained benign, helping 

slow overall CPI inflation, 

could also start 

F. appears to be that it is 

keen to ward off any 

risks to the availability 

and cost of short-term 

credit 

 

 

a) B-D 

b) C-E 

c) A-F 

d) C-D 

e) None of these  

 

18)  

A. It is important that 

policy in India adjusts to 

changing economic 

realities 

D. moderation in demand 

and, in an election year, 

monetary policy will have 

to do a balancing act. 

B. The increase in CAD 

and sustained higher core 

inflation suggest that 

there is a case for some 

E. that rates should not be 

increased for now due to 

tight liquidity and risk 

aversion in parts of the 

financial system 

 

C. The newly constituted 

high-level advisory group 

would do well to suggest 

F. if the MPC throws 

more light on the 

inflationary impact of 

currency movement. 

  

a) B-D 

b) A-F 

c) C-E 

d) C-D 

e) None of these 

 

19)  

A. Despite all the 

evidence on exclusion, 

hardship and denial from 

welfare programmes 

resulting from the 

D. targeted advertising 

and other decision-

making algorithms that 

are being used in more 

and more spheres 

B. The civil liberties 

interpretation of 

surveillance is wider as it 

incorporates 

E. compulsory integration 

of Aadhaar in these 

programmes, the majority 

opinion decided to accept 

at face value the claims 

made by the government. 

C. The Aadhaar project is 

a privacy hazard from 

several angles data 

security, bodily integrity 

due to 

F. personal data, which 

will monetize information 

about people’s personal 

life ahead of creating 

adequate digital and legal 

literacy 

  

a) C-D 

b) B-F 

c) A-E 

d) C-E 

e) None of these 

 

20)  

A. The disconnect over 

policies and resource-

sharing might also grow 

as 

D. though such migrants 

account for a small, albeit 

growing, share of the 

population of the southern 

states. 

B. There are rumblings 

of discontent in southern 

states against migrants 

from the ‘Hindi belt 

E. resemble Asian or 

African nations in terms of 

the share of aging people. 

C. The projections here 

are based on the 

assumption that all states 

converge to 

F. contradictions sensibly 

over the next couple of 

decades as the double-

track demographic 

transition in India 

intensifies. 

 

a) A-F 
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b) B-D 

c) C-E 

d) B-D & C-E 

e) None of these  

 

Answers:  
1) Answer: a)  

 It is debatable whether banks have the resources and 

manpower to do this when they are chasing the bigger 

borrowers for business and, increasingly these days, 

recoveries.  

 

2) Answer: c) 

 Now a new generation of young Ugandans are united 

by the growing preponderance of social media, 

platforms that enable fierce debates over burning 

issues in national 

3) Answer: d) 

 News reports suggest the regulator has asked 

exchanges to iron out concerns raised by trading firms, 

before issuing guidelines. Unless Sebi embraces these 

best practices, it will be seen as a regulator that is not 

thorough with its processes, and one that can be arm-

twisted into changing its stance. 

 

4) Answer: c)  

The inequalities between the land-owning classes is 

also reflected in the stark differences in the degree of 

indebtedness among different income groups.  

 

5) Answer: b)  

They will have to first be backed by clinical trials to 

prove the safety and efficacy of the drugs, and will 

then require licences to manufacture and sell. 

 

6) Answer: a)  

China, and indeed any other nation that trades with the 

U.S., may seek alternative markets and trading 

partners if the American government persists with its 

retreat into economic isolationism.  

 

7) Answer: c)  

The advancement of digital tools and technology in 

areas such as artificial intelligence (AI), has enabled 

them to monitor and profile user behaviour, 

preferences and even daily routines, granting them the 

potential power to influence their decisions  

 

8) Answer: b)  

Preventive health spending is more equitable and 

much more cost effective in improving health 

standards, a much bigger bang for the buck compared 

to curative care. 

 

9) Answer: c)  

All of us have some suppressed experiences in our 

lives, which we leave in the dark rooms of our mind, 

and we remain unwilling to stir those memories 

because we are unprepared and unwilling to deal with 

the consequences  

 

10) Answer: a)  

The observation of the committee must be treated as a 

recommendation—one that should be judged from the 

perspective of India having to carefully balance the 

possible benefits of localisation with the costs  

 

11) Answer: b)  

Bigger challenges lie ahead, especially after the final 

NRC list determines the precise number of deemed 

illegal immigrants; the state then has to grapple with 

what to do next. 

 

12) Answer: a) 

 The matter was particularly heated with India making 

it clear it would go ahead with the S-400 Triumf 

missile system deal with Russia regardless of the U.S. 

law and the threat of sanctions. 

 

13) Answer: c)  

Given the vast amounts of personal data being 

collected by private companies and state agencies, the 

absence of a data protection legal framework in India 

has been a cause for deep concern. 

 

14) Answer: b)  

Among the new technology firms, the preferred mode 

of control is through a dual-class share structure, 

which involves two classes of shares with different 

levels of voting rights.  
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15) Answer: d)  

 The United States has imposed sweeping sanctions on 

Russia, under 

which any country engaged with its defence and 

intelligence sectors could face 

secondary US sanctions 

 

16) Answer: c)  

The Supreme Court’s ruling, by a 4:1 majority, that the 

exclusionary practice violates the rights of women 

devotees establishes the legal principle that individual 

freedom prevails over purported group rights, even in 

matters of religion.  

 

17) Answer: b)   

Food prices that, surprisingly, have remained benign, 

helping slow overall CPI inflation, could also start 

hardening once the impact of the higher payout on the 

minimum support price for kharif crops kicks in. 

 

18) Answer: a)  

The increase in CAD and sustained higher core 

inflation suggest that there is a case for some 

moderation in demand and, in an election year, 

monetary policy will have to do a balancing act. 

 

19) Answer: c)  

Despite all the evidence on exclusion, hardship and 

denial from welfare programmes resulting from the 

compulsory integration of Aadhaar in these 

programmes, the majority opinion decided to accept at 

face value the claims made by the government.  

 

20) Answer: b)  

There are rumblings of discontent in southern states 

against migrants from the ‘Hindi belt’ though such 

migrants account for a small, albeit growing, share of 

the population of the southern states. 

 

 

 

Click Here to get the full version of Our 

English eBook Pro 

 

 

 
 

 

https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/IBPS-Clerk-Mains-2018
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/ibps-clerk-pre-mains-combo-package
https://t.me/ibpsguide
https://www.facebook.com/ibpsguidance
https://twitter.com/GuideIbps
https://www.instagram.com/ibps_guide
https://plus.google.com/u/0/+IBPSGuide_off
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/ebooks/English-Ebook-PRO-2018-Purely-Based-on-New-Pattern
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/ebooks/English-Ebook-PRO-2018-Purely-Based-on-New-Pattern
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/ibps-clerk-pre-mains-combo-package

