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Directions (1-20): In which of the following given 

sentences the usage of the given word is correct. 

 

1) Lambasted 

a) His friends lambasted his generosity, wit, and 

learning. 

b) His first novel was well and truly lambasted by the 

critics. 

c) The speech lambasted those who had displayed 

gallantry in the liberation of their country. 

d) He was highly lambasted for his research on heart 

disease. 

e) All are correct  

 

2) Stumbling 

a) He now had to carry the flag, and hold her round the 

waist to prevent her from stumbling 

b) He went on to say that even such double horrors had 

never kept cops from stumbling on 

c) We can easily manage it," said the editor, stumbling 

his advantage. 

d) The company was doing the stumbling search for 

synthetic antimalarial drugs 

e) All are correct  

 

3) Consign 

a) It was hard to accept that one day he would simply 

consign to exist. 

b) Clapp had to consign publication because of lack of 

money. 

c) The same applies to the decision that the protection 

should consign. 

d) She refused to consign her children to a life of 

poverty. 

e) All are correct  

 

4) Envisage  

a) She can be really irritating but I try to envisage her. 

b) It's hard to envisage how it might happen. 

c) How can the government envisage the wishes of the 

majority? 

d) I didn't envisage her intentionally, I just didn't 

recognize her. 

e) All are correct  

 

5) Dubious 

a) These claims are dubious and not scientifically 

proven. 

b) I'm dubious about his promises to change his ways. 

c) He's under investigation because of his dubious 

accounting practices. 

d) Let us think for a moment about the dubious 

benefits of nuclear technology. 

e) All are correct  

 

6) Cohesion  

a) The lack of cohesion within the party lost them 

votes in the election. 
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b) Her cohesion vanished as she grasped at a practical 

consideration 

c) Her cohesion was enough to tell him that something 

was wrong. 

d) I used to think it was applause, but now I think it’s 

cohesion. 

e) All are correct  

 

7) Transpire  

a) Pills for seasickness often transpire drowsiness. 

b) The aim of advertising is to transpire brand loyalty. 

c) No one is willing to predict what may transpire at 

the peace conference. 

d) Salesmen may make untrue statements to try to 

transpire you to buy the product. 

e) All are correct  

 

8) Bewilder  

a) She bewildered that she was going to stay with her 

sister. 

b) The instructions by my mother completely 

bewildered me. 

c) He painstakingly bewildered how the machine 

worked. 

d) This booklet about the project has bewildered things 

in an easy, non-technical way. 

e) All are correct  

 

9) Saddle 

a) The chairman is back in the saddle after his heart 

attack. 

b) I didn't mean to saddle you with my problems. 

c) She waited until after the election, knowing that 

she'd be in the saddle then 

d) Evans is retiring after ten years in the saddle as 

chief executive. 

e) All are correct  

 

10) Blemished 

a) She hoped the book would restore her blemished 

reputation. 

b) We blemished him in the whole procedure. 

c) Sally blemished herself with the math problem. 

d) With his meagre strength he blemished, and john 

managed to lower the body gently. 

e) All are correct  

 

11) Manifesting 

a) Legal experts claim that the law on this matter is 

manifesting  

b) He talked about manifesting energy into the 

universe, sounding a lot like The Secret. 

c) Many companies are appealing against the ruling, 

because the wording is manifesting  

d) This agreement is very manifesting and open to 

various interpretations. 

e) All are correct  

 

12) Incumbent 

a) She felt it incumbent upon her to raise the subject at 

their meeting. 

b) I thought a lot of the violence in the movie was 

totally incumbent. 

c) This new computer system is completely incumbent 

and a misuse of taxpayers' money. 

d) The key to successful investing is to avoid taking 

incumbent risks. 

e) All are correct  

 

13) Retaliate 

a) The new program would retaliate state loans to new 

graduates  

b) She could not retaliate his many infidelities. 

c) His first instinct was to retaliate against the attacks. 

d) I can’t retaliate someone who has treated me so 

badly. 

e) All are correct  

 

14) Fester 

a) He wound down the windows to fester the heat. 

b) it's better to express your anger than let it fester 

inside you. 

c) It took months of effort to fester the oil spill in the 

North Sea. 
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d) The explosion will also fester into the air, reducing 

the damage. 

e) All are correct  

 

15) Churning 

a) I had my driving test that morning and my stomach 

was churning. 

b) I put on some nice churning music. 

c) Her churning, beautiful music was a welcome 

respite from difficult times. 

d) Cold tea is very churning for burns. 

e) All are correct  

 

16) Caliginous  

a) The lights are too caliginous in here, they're hurting 

my eyes. 

b) After descending a dark set of stairs, you enter a 

caliginous club straight out of theatre. 

c) The office is quite caliginous and airy, it's a pleasant 

working environment. 

d) She was enthusiastic and full of caliginous ideas 

and suggestions. 

e) All are correct 

 

17) Solace 

a) I didn't want to solace her by telling her. 

b) Pour the powder into the solution and solace it until 

the powder has dissolved 

c) Telephone companies began to solace for 

permission to compete in long distance services. 

d) You are practically preventing the agricultural 

labourer having his one solace during the day. 

e) All are correct  

 

18) Adamant 

a) He had made his decision before they arrived, and 

he remained adamant. 

b) The constitution is adamant enough to change as the 

organization develops. 

c) The wire has to be adamant enough to go around 

corners of the room. 

d) The European Union should remain adamant 

enough to assimilate more countries quickly. 

e) All are correct  

 

19) Tawdry 

a) Most people consider reality shows to be tawdry 

forms of entertainment 

b) She found dressing-gowns and slippers so tawdry. 

c) Their front garden and tacky, tawdry lights fail to 

reflect our village image. 

d) He tried to make his tawdry apartment appear nicer 

by having it professionally painted. 

e) All are correct  

 

20) Consolatory 

a) The news reports about the famine were very 

consolatory. 

b) The health care workers, too, face consolatory 

conditions 

c) My friend came over and gave me a consolatory pat 

on the back. 

d) What is consolatory is that our political system does 

not work that way. 

e) All are correct  

 

Answers 
1) Answer: b)  

The meaning of lambasted is to criticize someone or 

something severely 

 

2) Answer: a)  

The meaning of stumbling is losing balance while 

walking or moving with difficulty. 

 

3) Answer: d)  

The meaning of consign is to give or send, or to put 

someone in an unpleasant place or situation 

 

4) Answer: b) 

 The meaning of envisage is to predict or imagine  
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5) Answer: e) 

 The meaning of dubious is thought not to be 

completely true or not able to be trusted 

 

6) Answer: a)  

The meaning of cohesion is the action of forming a 

united or sticking together 

 

7) Answer: c)  

The meaning of transpire is to happen 

 

8) Answer: b)  

The meaning of bewilder is to confuse someone 

 

9) Answer: e)  

The meaning of saddle is having a position in which 

you are in control of something or to burden someone  

 

10) Answer: a)  

The meaning of blemished is to spoil the appearance 

or quality of something or someone  

 

11) Answer: b)  

The meaning of manifesting is to reveal or become 

apparent through the appearance of symptoms. 

 

12) Answer: a)  

The meaning of incumbent is to be necessary for 

someone 

 

13) Answer: c) 

 The meaning of retaliate is to hurt someone or do 

something harmful to someone 

 

14) Answer: b) 

 The meaning of fester is to become worse or more 

intense, especially through long-term neglect  

 

 

 

 

 

15) Answer: b)  

The meaning of fester is to become worse or more 

intense, especially through long-term neglect  

 

16) Answer: b)  

The meaning of caliginous is dim and dark 

 

17) Answer: d)  

The meaning of solace is help and comfort when you 

are feeling sad or worried 

 

18) Answer: a)  

The meaning of adamant is unshakeable or refusing to 

be persuaded 

 

19) Answer: e)  

The meaning of tawdry is cheap and poor in 

appearance or quality 

 

20) Answer: c)  

The meaning of consolatory is cheering and 

encouraging  
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