EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

8 EDITORIAL

DELHI

THE HINDU

MONDAY, FEBRUARY 18, 2019

EEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEEE

The challenge in the Pulwama attack
Delhi dilemma

T

he Supreme Court’s split decision on the question
of whether the government of the National Capi
tal Territory of Delhi (NCTD) has executive con
trol over those in its service points to the inherent com
plexity of the relations between the Delhi government
and the Centre. The disadvantages of not having full
statehood status has been felt by many elected regimes
in Delhi. But under Arvind Kejriwal’s Aam Aadmi Party
government, and with the Narendra Modi government
at the Centre, the extent of acrimony has been severe.
Battles have been fought in the political and judicial
spheres over whether some subject or the other falls
under the Delhi government or is the exclusive pre
serve of the Centre. A Constitution Bench ruling last
year provided a framework to resolve such issues. It
held that the Lt. Governor has to act either on the aid
and advice of the Council of Ministers, or abide by the
decision of the President on a reference made by him.
The power to refer “any matter” to the President did
not mean “every matter” should go that way. Speciﬁc is
sues were left to a Bench of Justices A.K. Sikri and Ash
ok Bhushan, which has resolved most issues. It has
upheld the Delhi government’s power to appoint pro
secutors, levy and revise stamp duty on property tran
sactions and issue notiﬁcations under the Delhi Elec
tricity Reform Act.
Both judges agree that there is no ‘service’ in the Del
hi government, as all its employees come under the
‘Central services’. Its civil servants are drawn from the
DANICS cadre, a service common to various Union Ter
ritories. Justice Sikri believes that going by a Constitu
tion Bench decision last year, the NCTD would indeed
have the power to deploy oﬃcials within its own de
partments. However, the absence of a public service in
Delhi means Entry 41 in the State List (services; service
commissions) would imply that it is a matter inapplica
ble to ‘Union Territories’, and therefore, the LG need
not act on the Delhi government’s aid and advice. The
refore, he favours a solution under which transfers and
postings of oﬃcers in the rank of Joint Secretary and
above could be directly submitted to the LG, and those
of others be processed by the Council of Ministers and
sent to the LG. In case of any dispute, the LG’s view will
prevail. Justice Bhushan, on the other hand, has ruled
that once it is accepted that there is no ‘service’ under
the NCTD, there is no scope for its government to exer
cise any executive power in this regard. A larger Bench
will now decide on the question relating to control over
the services. The more signiﬁcant challenge is to ﬁnd a
way out of the complexities and problems thrown up by
the multiple forms of federalism and powersharing ar
rangements through which relations between the
Centre and its constituent units are regulated.

Strange emergency
Donald Trump’s latest move further
undermines American democracy

D

eclaring a state of national emergency is hardly
a trivial decision. While the U.S. has done so in
the aftermath of the 9/11 terror attacks and simi
lar exigencies, President Donald Trump has opted for
this measure in the context of what he has described as
“an invasion of drugs and criminals” from across the
border with Mexico. The move has further polarised
Washington and put the strident immigration debate
front and centre again. The context for the emergency
is the longest federal government shutdown in U.S. his
tory, for 35 days, that resulted in the shuttering of nine
government agencies and the furlough of 800,000 go
vernment workers. The primary cause was Mr. Trump’s
refusal to sign oﬀ on Congressional appropriations bills
unless lawmakers agreed to hand over $5.7 billion to
fund his plan to construct a border wall with Mexico. As
the cost to the U.S. economy of the shutdown soared
close to $11 billion by lateJanuary, Mr. Trump backed
down on his demand, yet warned that unless Congress
yielded on the border wall funding, “I will use the pow
ers aﬀorded to me under the laws and the Constitution
of the U.S. to address this emergency.” Now he appears
to have made good on that statement, probably on the
basis that during national emergencies U.S. law permits
the diversion of funds from military or disaster relief
budgets to tackle the “crisis” at hand.
This begs the question of how real the emergency is
and why the White House is devoting its considerable
political capital to this one policy issue. Mr. Trump fre
quently alludes to the migration crisis that he believes
has engulfed the southern border. It is true that more
than 2,000 people were turned away or arrested at the
border each day during November 2018, numbers that
U.S. immigration hawks have seized upon to press the
argument for a wall. Yet this ﬁgure has decreased con
siderably over the past decade, and border crossings by
undocumented migrants are at an alltime low, down
from 1.3 million in 2001 to about 40,000 in 2018. If this
is then a purely political move that panders to Mr.
Trump’s conservative voter base, it may stand on wob
bly legal foundations. Already, the ﬁrst few lawsuits
challenging the emergency declaration are working
their way through the courts. Further, Democrats, who
now control the House of Representatives, may under
their constitutional powers vote to terminate the emer
gency. This would put the Republicancontrolled Se
nate on the back foot by requiring it to clarify its posi
tion on the status quo, by either supporting or defeating
such a resolution. While Mr. Trump’s supporters are
doubtless celebrating their CommanderinChief ’s
chutzpah for this move, the truth is that it will only take
the U.S. further away from the ideal of peaceful coexis
tence within a pluralistic democracy.

Syed Ata Hasnain

I

n recent months, those with ex
perience in monitoring Jammu
and Kashmir and Pakistan had
been getting distinctly uncomfor
table. There were signals emanat
ing from Pakistan pointing to a
new turn. Pakistan Prime Minister
Imran Khan was trying to make
overtures to India and conveying
that his government would be one
with a diﬀerence, a ‘NayaPakis
tan’ as he called it. Pakistan Army
Chief Qamar Javed Bajwa had ear
lier attempted to confound obser
vers through a long interaction
with the media, which came to be
touted as the Bajwa Doctrine, and
was ‘supposed’ to be a hand of
friendship. The oﬀer to open the
Kartarpur Corridor and the fast
track progress to the conduct of
ceremonies to launch the con
struction of the project were un
characteristic. His presence at the
ceremony on the Pakistani side ap
peared to reﬂect total consensus
and support of the Army.
It was somehow the wrong time
for Pakistan to be making peace
overtures when the Indian elec
tions were approaching. Pakistan
could not have expected any big
and strategic decisions, and sure
enough India’s response to eve
rything was lukewarm. The cir
cumstances did not permit any
traction unless a ﬁrm commitment
was given about the withdrawal of
all support from across the border
to terrorists.
New terror tactics
Whenever Pakistan starts to speak
the language of peace, it raises

Sign of Pakistan’s conﬁdence
The second relevant issue, or ob
servation, is that Pakistan’s self
conﬁdence has been increasing.
This has been despite the Finan
cial Action Task Force (FATF) sur
veillance, its reduced foreign ex
change reserves and a failing
economy. The backing from China
and, most importantly, Pakistan’s
enhanced geostrategic and geopol
itical signiﬁcance in the light of the
U.S. decision to pull out in full
from Afghanistan have also contri
buted to it. The moment that deci
sion on Afghanistan was taken, Pa
kistan once again acquired
leverage with the big powers and
all stakeholders for peace in Af
ghanistan. The realisation that it
held the key to the return of the
Taliban, the upholding of all its
agreements with the foreign forces
and future stability, gave Pakistan
a strategic boost. The U.S. started
courting it in a reversal of Presi
dent Donald Trump’s policy which
had questioned the utility of such
nations which had taken excess
U.S. funding as aid and never deli
vered strategic advantage to it.

It is the ﬁrst sign of Pakistan’s in
creasing conﬁdence that can be
seen in the Pulwama attack exe
cuted by the JaisheMohammed
( JeM), an organisation virtually
sponsored and owned by Pakis
tan’s intelligence agencies. Initial
investigation suggests careful
planning, inﬁltration of an ‘IED
doctor’ (a technical person capa
ble of fabricating IEDs) and a mo
dule fully functional at work with a
network of overground workers.
An apparent risk analysis in Pakis
tan would have revealed that with
the internal health and state of
equipment of the Indian armed
forces under intense negative dis
cussion in India, the feasibility of a
response would be remote. An
energetic impetus to terror would
follow and this would probably
have an eﬀect on the electoral
prospects of the current National
Democratic Alliance government,
besides preparing ground for ex
tended violence into the future.
Time and again Pakistan has been
wrong in the assessments it
makes.
While the mortal remains of 40
Central Reserve Police Force per
sonnel were transported for last
rites to cities and villages all over
India, Prime Minister Narendra
Modi publicly promised retribu
tion for the loss and emphasised
that he had given the freedom of
choosing the time, mode and
place to the Indian Army. A rare
political consensus, shortlived no
doubt, has appeared in New Delhi,
and the media is discussing mili
tary options. To be realistic, that is
how the modern world functions,
on the power of public opinion.
If that be so, what options does
the Indian government have? The
diplomatic one is already under
execution although the energy of
Indian diplomacy to paint Pakis
tan red must ﬂow longer and focus
on not only important capitals of

the world but also signiﬁcant inter
national think tanks and media.
The Most Favoured Nation status
and measures involving control of
water under the Indus Waters
Treaty remain soft options, sans
much optics. It’s the military do
main which is demanding Mr. Mo
di’s focus. A risk analysis would al
ready be under way to examine a
range of options or combinations.
It could start with covert opera
tions which can be ongoing, to
transborder raids several notches
higher than the surgical strikes
and targeting Pakistan Army re
sources as against terrorist infras
tructure, and surgical air strikes
against terrorist bases inside Pa
kistan. Groundbased operations
restricted to Jammu & Kashmir
and harking back to some of the
options of yesteryear could form a
part of the overall response. Ho
wever, it should be remembered
that Pakistan will not permit such
actions without its military res
ponse, which too would be robust.
Time to be cool headed
The Indian national leadership
would do well not to be guided by
the immediacy of electoral consid
erations; national security inter
ests transcend this. Whatever are
the selected options, the two
things that would make for stron
ger execution are political consen
sus and management of internal
social cohesion. India cannot
achieve its strategic objectives if
Kashmiris remain targets of physi
cal abuse and harassment, and mi
norities are viliﬁed on social me
dia. It is a diﬃcult time for India
and the leadership has to work
overtime to ensure that the Indian
armed forces have a ‘ﬁrm base’ to
operate from; that is always a mili
tary need anyway.
Syed Ata Hasnain retired as Lt. General
from the Indian Army

How the 16th Lok Sabha fared
Important bills were passed; but going forward there must be debate on the antidefection law
Another notable event was the
Speaker blaming unruly beha
viour for her inability to count the
required number of MPs demand
ing a noconﬁdence motion but al
lowing the Union Budget to be
passed in the interim. There was a
similar episode at the end of the
15th Lok Sabha when the Speaker
was unable to conduct a noconﬁ
dence motion but let the House
pass the Act to bifurcate the State
of Andhra Pradesh.
#70929

M.R. Madhavan

T

he 16th Lok Sabha had its ﬁ
nal sitting last Wednesday,
marking an end to a disap
pointing ﬁveyear period. This Lok
Sabha was surpassed only by the
preceding one in terms of the low
number of hours it worked. It met
for 1,615 hours, 40% lower than all
fullterm Parliaments. This shows
a decline in the number of sitting
days over the decades as well as a
signiﬁcant part of the scheduled
time lost to disruptions. This Lok
Sabha sat for 331 days (against a
468day average for all previous
fullterm Lok Sabhas), and lost 16%
of its time to disruptions.
Though there were no extreme
incidents — an MP used pepper
spray in the 15th Lok Sabha — MPs
often broke the rules. The House
was often disrupted by MPs carry
ing placards, entering the well,
and even on occasion, blocking
their colleagues from speaking. A
big casualty was Question Hour —
the Lok Sabha lost a third of this
time and the Rajya Sabha 60%;
consequently, just 18% of the
starred questions in each House
got an oral reply.

Key legislation
However, Parliament made some
important laws. The Goods and
Services Tax was implemented
and the bankruptcy code was
enacted. The IIM Act gave premier
management educational institu
tions a level of autonomy not avail
able to other public educational
institutions. The Juvenile Justice
Act allowed children (between 16
and 18 years) accused of commit
ting heinous crimes to be prose
cuted as adults. New Acts were
passed: for treatment of mental
health patients, and those with
HIV/AIDS. Another Act was passed
to ensure the rights of persons
with disabilities.
There was some eﬀort to ad
dress the issues of corruption,
black money and leakages. The
Prevention of Corruption Act was
amended to make bribegiving an
oﬀence. Laws were made requir
ing a declaration of assets held

LETTERS TO THE EDITOR
India’s response
The Pulwama terror attack
is numbing. However, at
this critical situation, we
are dutybound to maintain
communal harmony for the
sake of our great nation. In
this connection, some of
the shocking developments
in diﬀerent parts of the
country are unacceptable
(“Centre moves to restore
calm in Jammu”, “Protests
and panic after attack” and
“Tension in Haryana village
as mood turns against
students”, all February 17).
For example, the threats
being issued to people from
Kashmir are spoiling the
atmosphere of peace and
communal harmony. Those
who are seeding more
enmity and disturbing
harmony are the real
enemies of India. We need
to act against them too just
as we would handle
external aggression.
Abdur Rauf,
Mumbai

CM
YK

and to limit their freedom of
movement, the reintroduction of
these devices could achieve much.
That is because the unpredictabili
ty factor of IEDs and car bombs is
so high that it forces a larger than
normal deployment of security
forces.

outside India, and to declare as
fugitives those economic oﬀen
ders who had ﬂed the country.
The Aadhaar Act was passed to
create a biometricbased identity
system.
Bill passing
This brings us to the manner in
which some Bills were passed. The
Aadhaar Act was passed as a Mo
ney Bill — and upheld (incorrectly
in my opinion) by the Supreme
Court. The Constitution deﬁnes a
Bill as a Money Bill if it contains
provisions that exclusively relate
to taxes or government spending.
Importantly, such Bills need ma
jority support only in the Lok Sab
ha, with the Rajya Sabha having
just a recommendatory role. Argu
ing that Aadhaar was primarily a
subsidy delivery mechanism, and
not an identity system seems like a
stretch, but that was the majority
decision of the Supreme Court.
However, there has not been much
conversation on the various Fi
nance Bills that have been passed

as Money Bills.
The Finance Bill is traditionally
introduced with the Budget, and
contains all the legislative changes
to tax laws. Therefore, it is usually
a Money Bill. However, Finance
Bills, in the last few years, have in
cluded items which have no rela
tion to taxes or to expenditure of
the government. The Finance Bill,
2015 included provisions to merge
the regulator of commodity ex
changes with the Securities and
Exchange Board of India. The Fi
nance Bill, 2016 included amend
ments to the Foreign Contribution
(Regulation) Act which relate to
donations to nonproﬁts. The Fi
nance Bill, 2017 went further and
changed the compositions of 19
quasijudicial bodies such as the
Securities Appellate Tribunal, the
National Green Tribunal and the
Telecom Disputes Settlement and
Appellate Tribunal (TDSAT), and
repealed seven other bodies in
cluding the Competition Appellate
Tribunal.
About half the clauses of the
2018 Bill were on issues unrelated
to taxes. Even the Finance Bill,
2019 presented with the interim
Budget amended the provisions
related to attaching property un
der the money laundering law. It is
diﬃcult to see how these Bills
would fall within the narrow deﬁ
nition of Money Bill, as deﬁned in
Article 110 of the Constitution.
A few other Bills, such as the

Triple Talaq Bill and the Citizen
ship Bill, were passed by the Lok
Sabha but will lapse as they were
not passed by the Rajya Sabha. It is
evident that the government was
able to have its way on every issue
in the Lok Sabha and was held in
check only due to a lack of majori
ty in the Rajya Sabha; even this
check was bypassed occasionally
using the Money Bill route. The go
vernment could do this as a result
of the antidefection provision
which gives complete control of all
party votes to the party leader
ship. This law has converted MPs
from being representatives of the
people to delegates of the party. If
the party in government has a ma
jority of its own, it can have any
provision passed; even coalition
governments have to convince just
a handful of leaders of their al
liance partners.
Review the antidefection law
Parliament plays the central role
in our democracy by holding the
government to account and scruti
nising proposed laws and ﬁnancial
priorities. With the end of the 16th
Lok Sabha, it is time to ponder on
how to make this institution more
eﬀective. An important step will
be by reviewing the antidefection
law that has hollowed out the insti
tution.
M.R. Madhavan is the President and
co-founder of PRS Legislative Research
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Given that Pakistan is
brazen about its nuclear
status and geopolitical
importance (vis-à-vis
Afghanistan) — using it as
leverage to attain its own
ends with the U.S. and the
Western bloc — and also
enjoys an allweather
friendship with China, most
of the global condemnation
is wont to be nothing more
than paying lip service with
no concrete action being
taken against terror outﬁts.
IndiaPakistan peace
overtures have been scuttled
by the warhappy Army of
Pakistan; never mind even if
it has proven to be
detrimental for that nation.
The allpowerful security
establishment of Pakistan
cares very little for the
welfare of Pakistanis.

■

Nalini Vijayaraghavan,
Thiruvananthapuram

The Kashmir issue is far
more complicated than it
appears, especially when
■

V.V. KRISHNAN

Supreme Court’s split decision ﬂags the need
to address complexities in CentreUT ties

hackles in India because it seems
evident that something unusual is
in the oﬃng and overtures are pri
marily there to bait India. It has
been proved again at Pulwama,
with the most dastardly act perpe
trated since the beginning of the
30yearlong proxy war in Jammu
& Kashmir.
Two issues are of relevance
here. The ﬁrst is that the return of
the car bomb and the improvised
explosive device (IED) to the Kash
mir theatre was predicted for the
last one year. The trend had died
out after the last eﬀective IED at
tack, on an Army bus in July 2008,
and the last car bomb attack, again
on an Army bus on the very same
road, in 2004. IEDs had been ram
pant earlier but car bombs were
few and far between. It was the
progressive improvement in the
fabrication of IEDs and car bombs
in the wars in Syria, Iraq and Af
ghanistan and the internal securi
ty environment of Pakistan that
probably gave an impetus to per
ceptions about their potential us
age once again in Kashmir.
The Pakistani experience had
also much to do with religiously
radicalised young men strapped
with explosives detonating them
selves at gatherings of people —
the suicide bomber as against the
suicide ﬁghter. Suicide bombing
was neither experienced in earlier
years nor has it manifested itself
yet in Kashmir. Its threat potential,
of course, remains live and its en
try could further change the na
ture of the proxy war.
Pakistan’s deep state has been
aware that the Indian security
forces have achieved much in the
last two years in terms of neutrali
sation of terrorists, although al
most the same number have been
added through fresh recruitment
or inﬁltration. In order to reduce
the domination and eﬀectiveness
achieved by the security forces

EMMANUAL YOGINI

India cannot achieve its strategic objectives if Kashmiris remain targets of harassment, and minorities are viliﬁed

there seems to be a sense of
alienation in the Valley. An
eye for eye leaves the whole
world blind and giving the
Indian Army full freedom to
act can escalate tension in
the Valley. The lives of our
soldiers are important but
any retributive step needs to
be well thought out.
Asmita Singh,
New Delhi

■ Political unity in India and
the government revoking
MFN status to Pakistan are
ﬁne, but the point is about
eﬀective moves after this.
Terrorism is a growing
industry, made easier
through modern
communication technology.
India should reach out to the
civilian population in
Pakistan so that the inﬂuence
of the deep state is
eliminated. Global consensus
on a accepted deﬁnition of
terror remains in limbo
because there is no meeting
ground. Quickﬁx solutions

are not the answer and the
world must needs to be
realistic on how to deal with
the menace of terror.
Harsahib Singh,
Ludhiana, Punjab

India has waited enough,
by requesting Pakistan and
appealing for international
intervention, in asking that
some of the most wanted
terrorists are handed over. If
from miles away the U.S. was
able to get Osama bin Laden,
can’t India plan a similar
oﬀensive across the border,
perhaps enlisting the
cooperation of Afghanistan
and Iran?

■

S.V. Venkatakrishnan,
Bengaluru

Bailing an airline out
One can only see a clear
winner in the bankled
rescue attempt of Jet Airways
— Naresh Goyal, who will be
laughing all the way to the
bank, with the banks
becoming majority

shareholders while
management control could
remain with Mr. Goyal
(‘Business’ page, “In rescue
eﬀort, banks to acquire
majority stake in Jet”,
February 15). Conversion of
bank debt into equity at a
notional value of ₹1 is
nothing but recognition that
the debt would not be paid.
To add insult to injury, banks
have also committed
themselves to meet a
“funding gap” of ₹8,500
crore, which is nothing but
taking a quasiequity
exposure at debt pricing.
There seems to be little new
contribution by the
promoters in the entire
scheme by way of fresh
funds. What beneﬁt would
lenders have by becoming
majority shareholders with
nominees on the board?
There are various inter
connected reasons as to why
banks essentially fund
through debt rather than
equity. If banks began

preferring equity exposure
to debt, for whatever
reasons, the cost of ﬁnancial
intermediation would rise
substantially, making Indian
industry totally non
competitive. Overall, the deal
appears to be another case of
public resources being used
for private gain.
Sushil Prasad,
Hyderabad

A pat for Odisha
It is no surprise that Odisha
has won the Sportstar Aces
award for ‘Best State for
Promotion of Sports’ (‘Sport’
page, “Odisha is now a key
sports destination”,
February 17). The three big
ticket events have enhanced
Odisha’s name. Sport teaches
one about the importance of
team work and fosters
healthy competition. Odisha
has shown us the way.
Riyazurrahman,
Ramanagara, Karnataka
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One purpose, many diﬀerences

FROM THE READERS’ EDITOR

Neither vainglorious nor venturesome

Taking on the BJP is not enough; the Opposition must work on its common agenda

Smita Gupta

The Opposition parties that have band
ed together against the BJP need to go
beyond Statelevel alliances. They must
present not only a common prepoll
agenda with a storyline distinct from
that of the ruling party, but also a unit
ed front, minimising competition
among their members in key States.
Despite the Narendra Modi govern
ment losing some of its sheen, the BJP’s
welloiled machine presents a formida
ble challenge to the Opposition. But it is
becoming apparent that the Congress,
which is still riding high after its 2018
electoral victories in Madhya Pradesh,
Rajasthan and Chhattisgarh, is doing all
it can to strengthen itself even as it tries
to rally the other secular Opposition
parties to take on the BJP.
Some fraught relations
The resulting tension has manifest itself
in the Congress’s equation with the
smaller parties. Barring the States
where the Congress is in a direct ﬁght
with the BJP, its interests clash with
those of the Trinamool Congress in
West Bengal; the Samajwadi Party (SP),
the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) and the
Rashtriya Lok Dal (RLD) in Uttar Pra
desh; the Left parties in Kerala and
Tripura; the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in
Delhi; and even the Janata Dal (Secular)
in Karnataka, where the two are cur
rently sharing power. In some other
States, the Congress’s relationship with
its allies — whether the Rashtriya Janata
Dal, the Dravida Munnetra Kazhagam,
the Nationalist Congress Party, the
Jharkhand Mukti Morcha, or the Na
tional Conference — is somewhat less
strained. As things stand, it will ﬁght
against its “national allies” in at least
three States — U.P., Kerala and Tripura
— and is likely to have a seatsharing
agreement with the Left parties in West
Bengal against the Trinamool.
The fraught relations between the
Congress and some of its allies were vis
ible in Parliament. On February 12, the
SP and other Opposition parties were
upset when the Congress did not join
their protest in the Rajya Sabha after SP
chief Akhilesh Yadav was prevented by
the BJP government in U.P. from board

“The Congress is doing all it can to
strengthen itself.” Rahul Gandhi and
Priyanka Gandhi Vadra at a road show in
Lucknow. RAJEEV BHATT

An image published in ‘The Hindu’ was not doctored, as some have claimed

not concede an inch in West Bengal, all
the Opposition parties are willing to
come together “nationally”.
In the Congress, however, leaders
and party workers alike believe that as
members of “the only national party
with an inclusive agenda”, they must
ﬁrst strengthen their own organisation.
They say that they cannot be “held hos
tage” by regional parties such as the SP,
BSP and RLD in U.P.— or, for that mat
ter, in any other State. They are opti
mistic that the ideology that binds the
Opposition parties will ensure that even
those who contest against each other in
the elections — for tactical or other rea
sons — will come together after the re
sults are in.

*

ing a ﬂight to Allahabad. A day later,
Congress MP Adhir Chowdhury ac
cused the Trinamool on the ﬂoor of the
Lok Sabha of involvement in the chit
fund scam; only NC leader Farooq Ab
dullah intervened. An incensed West
Bengal Chief Minister Mamata Banner
jee confronted UPA chairperson Sonia
Gandhi in Parliament House, “I won’t
forget it.” Taken aback, Ms. Gandhi
sought to placate her: “We may accuse
each other, but we are still friends.”
Even as this was playing out in Parlia
ment, the Congress declared it would
ﬁght the elections in U.P. “on the front
foot”, rather than meekly accept the
two seats left for it by the SPBSPRLD
combine. A circumspect Mr. Yadav wel
comed Priyanka Gandhi’s entry into
fulltime politics, but BSP supremo
Mayawati ﬁred her ﬁrst salvo against the
Congress last week: M.P.’s Congress ad
ministration and U.P.’s BJP government,
she tweeted, were alike as both had
used the draconian National Security
Act against Muslims accused of cow
slaughter.
This has upset the Opposition par
ties, as U.P.’s 80 Lok Sabha seats hold
the key to forming the next government
at the Centre. They are also concerned
that this tension will adversely aﬀect
the momentum that the Opposition got
after the swearingin of the CongressJD
(S) government in Karnataka in 2018. At
the Opposition protest at New Delhi’s
Jantar Mantar on the closing day of Par
liament, Mr. Abdullah advised his col
leagues: “Defeat Modi ﬁrst, then think
of the Prime Minister’s chair. Big causes
need sacriﬁces. The days are over when
there was the ﬂag of one party across
the country.” Ms. Banerjee took the hint
and responded that while she would

A common minimum programme
In the absence of a substantive prepoll
alliance, Opposition leaders who met at
NCP chief Sharad Pawar’s residence on
February 13 discussed whether a com
mon minimum programme could hold
the constituents together in a “prepoll
alliance” to avoid “postpoll irritants”.
These Opposition parties have realised
that this is critical as it will not only en
sure that voters take them more se
riously after the elections if they forge
ahead of the BJPled NDA, but the Presi
dent too will be compelled to call them
ﬁrst to form a government. In the ab
sence of a prepoll alliance with a com
mon agenda, he is likely to call the sin
gle largest party, which may well be the
BJP, despite predictions that its num
bers will slump.
What is driving the Opposition today
is the energy and combativeness of
younger regional leaders, particularly
Ms. Banerjee, the Telugu Desam Party’s
N. Chandrababu Naidu, and the AAP’s
Arvind Kejriwal. Mr. Abdullah, Mr. Pa
war and former Prime Minister H.D.
Deve Gowda are playing the role of el
der statesmen. There is also a grudging
acceptance from some Opposition lead
ers that Mr. Gandhi’s steadfast attack of
the BJP, and particularly Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, on the Rafale deal has
not just dented Mr. Modi’s seemingly
immaculate image, but also provided a
“political line” for the Opposition.
Today, the Pulwama terror attack
poses a fresh challenge to the Opposi
tion. It will require the combined polit
ical skills of leaders to ensure that the
BJP and the RSS do not use this carnage
to polarise voters on religious lines.
Smita Gupta is Senior Fellow, The Hindu Centre
for Politics and Public Policy
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A reader referred to my column,
“Means and ends matter” (Sept. 22,
2014), and cited a tweet by the political
commentator Abhijit IyerMitra to ques
tion this paper’s investigation into the
Rafale deal. My column was not only
about what journalists report, but also
about how they gather information. Mr.
IyerMitra’s provocative tweet was: “I
have to register my STRONG PROTEST
with @the_hindu. It’s one thing having
an editorial line but cropping out pho
tos to avoid inconvenient facts like here
where @manoharparrikar clearly in
structs the DS MoD to coordinate with
PMO (courtesy @ANI) is BLATANTLY
UNETHICAL.”
As a staunch defender of the regime,
Mr. IyerMitra is free to arrive at his own
conclusions from the given documents,
but he cannot level charges against oth
ers without going through the docu
ments in the public domain carefully.
Jeﬀ Jarvis, professor at Craig Newmark
Journalism School, New York, wrote

about journalists: “It is the sacred duty
of journalists to listen to the public they
serve. It is then their duty to bring jour
nalistic value — reporting facts, expla
nation, context, education, connec
tions, understanding, empathy, action,
options — to the public conversation.
Journalism is that conversation. De
mocracy is that conversation.” I believe
that this column has become a forum
for readers and journalists to have a
meaningful conversation that tries to
break the polarising narrative that is
corroding our public discourse.
Before explaining the shortcomings
in Mr. IyerMitra’s allegations, let me ex
plain the core editorial values that
guide this newspaper’s handling of im
ages. Any unethical cropping or digital
altering is seen as an act of dereliction.
For instance, on April 1, 2009, a senior
staﬀ photographer doctored an image
of two mynas in sync. This was carried
on page 2. But some sharp eyes noticed
the discrepancy, and the internal inves
tigation by the then Readers’ Editor
(RE), K. Narayanan, which included a
study of the picture enlarged 200
times, ﬁrmly established that the image
was manipulated. The editorinchief
apologised and the RE wrote a scathing
column, “Venturesome, vainglorious”
(April 13, 2009), about the permanent
scar created by this act of duplicity.

In his desire to justify his earlier
stand of defending the Rafale deal, Mr.
IyerMitra is oblivious to some of the
crucial forensic details that distinguish
the Defence Ministry’s internal note
dated November 24, 2015, in a facsimile
carried by The Hindu on February 8,
2019 (in image 1), and the image show
ing the ﬁle noting by then Defence Mi
nister Manohar Parrikar in response to
the Ministry’s note on the negotiations,
which The Hindu carried on February
9, 2019 (in image 2).
A close look at the note published by
N. Ram, as part of his investigation, re
veals that the document was from an
earlier date. In that, oﬃcials of the De
fence Ministry draw the attention of the
Defence Minister to the fact that there
was a parallel negotiation being led by
the Prime Minister’s Oﬃce. The page
has only the observation of the oﬃcials.
There is no numbering or sequencing
of opinions. In the note released by the
government through ANI, every opi
nion is numbered, and Mr. Parrikar’s
opinion is clearly marked 13, which
means it was a subsequent document.
The numberings, which are quite con
spicuous in the ANI document, prove
that The Hindu published both docu
ments without any doctoring.
readerseditor@thehindu.co.in
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Making art inclusive

FIFTY YEARS AGO FEBRUARY 18, 1969

President warns against ‘danger of violence’

Events like the KochiMuziris Biennale
serve a vital purpose

The President, Dr. Zakir Husain, today [February 16] declared
that the problems of integrated economic development in the
country required political stability. He called upon all political
parties in the country to endeavour to strive towards this end
and promote rapid social and economic development. Ad
dressing the joint session of both the Houses of Parliament,
which assembled today [February 17] for its budget session,
Dr. Zakir Husain expressed concern at what he called the
“danger of violence from certain political groups” and said
that the doctrines propounded by these groups were clearly
subversive of the Constitution and the rule of law and detri
mental to orderly government and progress.

Kunal Ray

SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Art ought to be an enabler
but that is perhaps utopian.
Exhibitions have now prolif
erated and there is a plethora
of art events, but whom or
what are these events for? For
a privileged few who access
these spaces which are deep
ly hierarchical in nature? Gal
leries in a traditional sense
have remained the preserve
of the elite. This has led to the emergence of nonnormative,
alternative art spaces where newer alliances and engage
ments can be embraced.
The KochiMuziris Biennale, which began in 2012, feels
like redemption in many ways. It is one of India’s biggest
achievements in making art inclusive. Hordes of people
show up at the venues every day, many of whom have limit
ed or no prior exposure to the visual arts. These are the
common masses who turn their Sunday trip to the city into a
visit to the biennale.
One of the major initiatives of the biennale during each
edition has been to reﬂect stories of the local people and
their histories. Thus, besides a lot of otherwise perplexing
art from far removed contexts like Romania or Hungary, the
visitors also ﬁnd a representation of themselves in paint
ings, videos or photography.
For instance, in the ongoing edition, Nilima Sheikh’s
painting ‘Salam Chechi’ is a tribute to the ubiquitous Ma
layali nurse. Artist Vipin Dhanurdharan has portraits of local
people who had welcomed him into their home for meals.
He organises a community cooking and dining event every
week by inviting experts to cook traditional recipes unique
to various communities living in Kochi (in picture). The cur
rent edition curated by artist Anita Dube is titled ‘Possibili
ties for a NonAlienated Life’. Dube’s politics are at the fore
front. She has tried to make the marginal visible, to situate
the unheard and the unseen at the centre of her discourse.
Art without politics is no art at all and could you think of a
better place than Kerala to rise up to the challenge? Femi
nism, identity politics, gender rights, LGBTQ representation
and farmers’ issues are replete in this edition. This is art of
our ‘contemporary’ ethos because it is reﬂective of the times
we live in. Contemporary is just not cuttingedge art prac
tice, but art that takes a distinct position visàvis the current
sociopolitical climate of the country. Amidst shrinking spac
es of debate and dialogue and growing apathy for compas
sion, spaces like these are the need of the hour.
In her curatorial note, Dube writes, “If we desire a better
life on this earth — our unique and beautiful planet — we
must in all humility start to reject an existence in the service
of capital. ‘Possibilities for a NonAlienated Life’ asks and
searches for questions in the hope of dialogue.” Through
dialogue, we shall thrive.
The writer teaches literary and cultural studies at FLAME University,
Pune
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A HUNDRED YEARS AGO

FEBRUARY 18, 1919

Schools and Depressed Classes.
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DATA POINT

For some time past a strong agitation has been kept up against
the elevation of the depressed classes in which their Highness
es the Maharaja and Yuvaraja [of Mysore] are personally inter
ested. At Sringeri, the headquarters of the successors of San
karacharya, Mr. C.R. Reddy, the new InspectorGeneral of
Education, permitted the admission of three Halepyka boys
belonging to the community above the depressed classes to
the Government AngloVernacular School. But as a protest
against this, parents of other boys withdrew their children
from the school and started a new national school and prayed
for Government grant. A [Mysore] Government order on this
subject dated 29th November, 1918, says: The Government
cannot uphold the view that any one shall be excluded from
public schools on the ground of caste as the schools main
tained from public revenues are intended for the beneﬁt of all
classes of people in the State in the same way as railways, hos
pitals, courts of law, and other public institutions.
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CONCEPTUAL

Naturalistic fallacy
Philosophy

Also known as the “isought” fallacy, this refers to a logical fal
lacy wherein people falsely derive moral values regarding
what is right or wrong based on certain objective natural
facts. A person committing the naturalistic fallacy may believe
that since people are endowed with diﬀerent abilities by na
ture, it is morally justiﬁed to discriminate among them. A pol
itical conservative, for instance, may believe that it is justiﬁed
to discriminate between men and women since they are gift
ed with diﬀerent abilities by nature. The naturalistic fallacy
was ﬁrst proposed by British philosopher George Edware
Moore in his famous 1903 book Principia Ethica.
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Watch: How elephant Chinna Thambi got captured - yet again
bit.ly/ChinnaThambiVideo
A ND-NDE

