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Directions (1-10): Read the following 
passage carefully and answer the questions 
given below. 

I just came across a paper with an interesting 
title: The Mutant Says in His Heart, “There Is No 
God”. The conclusions of this work are even more 
interesting. According to the authors, Edward 
Dutton et al., humans evolved to be religious and 
atheism is caused (in part) by mutational damage 
to our normal, religious DNA. Atheists, in other 
words, are genetic degenerates. Despite the talk of 
mutations, there is no genetics in this paper. No 
atheist genomes were sequenced and found to be 
mutated. Rather, Dutton et al. claim (mostly on the 
basis of a review of previous literature) that 
atheists have elevated rates of proxy measures of 
genetic health or ‘mutational load’, namely ill-
health, autism, and left-handedness. This, they say, 
is consistent with atheism being a manifestation 
of “increasing genetic mutation affecting the 
mind”. 

Well. These arguments are unconvincing, to say the 
least. To take autism as an example, Dutton et al. 
cite a handful of small studies as suggesting that 
people with autism are more likely to be atheists. 
Even if this is true, it doesn’t mean that ‘mutational 
load’ is involved. It could just be that having autism 
makes you more likely to become an atheist – I 
don’t think this has ever been tested, but it seems 
plausible. Dutton et al. don’t consider this or any 
other non-genetic explanation for the correlation 
between atheism and autism. There’s an even 
biggest problem with (A)/Dutton et al.’s 
claims. Many(B)/studies show that atheists 
are more intelligent, (C)/on average, than 
religious believers (D)/. Edward Dutton 
published a paper on this himself. [10] There is 

much for evidence for an atheism-intelligence 
link than there is better an atheism-autism or 
atheism-handedness one. Yet how can high 
intelligence be compatible with the idea that 
atheists have harmful mutations? Dutton et al. do 
attempt to rebut this atheism-IQ objection, but  

they don’t do a great job. The authors first suggest 
that intelligence is “extremely weakly influenced by 
mutational load”, but this seems highly unlikely. 
We know from genetics (the real kind) that there 
are hundreds of genes that, when mutated, can 
cause intellectual disability. IQ is known to be 
correlated with other (supposed) proxies for 
genetic fitness, like bodily symmetry. Secondly, 
Dutton et al. [9] that atheists might 
be too intelligent, because a very high IQ causes all 
kinds of mental and social problems. As such, "very 
high intelligence can be regarded as a maladaptive 
mutation, and this would explain why intelligence 
is weakly negatively associated with religiousness, 
which is adaptive.” 

In support of the idea that very high IQ is harmful, 
Dutton et al. cite Karpinski et al. 2017, which 
I blogged about recently and found seriously 
flawed, and the Terman/Towers idea of the 
‘communication range’, which I also think is 
dubious. But even if you believe in the curse of 
very high IQ, it’s not clear why this is relevant, 
since most atheists don’t have very high IQ, but 
merely slightly above average Overall, I found it 
very hard to believe in the conclusions of this 
paper. Perhaps my skepticism is merely a reflection 
of my dodgy genetics? 

1. A sentence given in bold in the passage is 
divided into four parts, find if there is error 
in any part of the sentence and mark that as 
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your answer. If there is no error then 
choose E as your answer. 

a. C 

b. D 

c. B 

d. A 

e. No error 

Answer: D 

Here two problems are compared means one is 
compared with another not group, so use of 
superlative degree biggest is wrong here which 
should be replaced with bigger. 

2. Which of the following is closest meaning of the 
word Manifestation mentioned in the passage? 

a. Assumption 

b. Demonstration 

c. Catalyst 

d. Encouragement 

e. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Manifestation: The action or fact of showing 
something 

3. Which of the following is farthest meaning of 
the word Dubious mentioned in the passage? 

a. Hesitant 

b. Trustworthy 

c. Unresolved 

d. Wavering 

e. None of the above 

Answer: B 

Dubious: Hesitating or doubtful 

4. Which of the following is closest meaning of the 
word Dodgy mentioned in the passage? 

a. Dishonest 

b. Deceitful 

c. Unfaithful 

d. Traitorous 

e. All of the above 

Answer: E 

Dodgy: Dishonest or unreliable 

5. Which of the following is farthest meaning of 
the word Plausible mentioned in the passage? 

a. Credible 

b. Reasonable 

c. Improbable 

d. Feasible 

e. None of these 

Answer: C 

Plausible: Seeming reasonable or probable 

6. What is the title of the paper the author 
mentioned in the passage? 

a. The Mutant says in his heart, "there is no god" 

b. High IQ is harmful 

c. A detailed story about Autism 
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d. Influence of god in our existence 

e. Not mentioned in the passage 

Answer: A 

Refer: I just came across a paper with an 
interesting title: The Mutant Says in His Heart, 
“There Is No God”. 

7. According to the passage, very high intelligence 
can be regarded as? 

a. Autism 

b. Defective range 

c. Communication Impulsion 

d. Maladaptive Mutation 

e. None of these 

Answer: D 

Refer: As such, "very high intelligence can be 
regarded as a maladaptive mutation 

8. What are some of the genetic health or mutation 
loads mentioned in the passage? 

a. Left handedness 

b. Autism 

c. Ill-health 

d. All of the above 

e. Only A& C 

Answer: D 

Refer: Rather, Dutton et al. claim (mostly on the 
basis of a review of previous literature) that 
atheists have elevated rates of proxy measures of 
genetic health or ‘mutational load’, namely ill-
health, autism, and left-handedness 

9. which of the following word will fit in [9] 
mentioned in the passage which makes the 
sentence grammatically and contextually correct 

a. Refer 

b. Extract 

c. Suggest 

d. Memorable 

e. None of these 

Answer: C 

According to the context of the sentence Option C 
will fit here correctly. All the remaining options 
will give different meaning to the sentence which 
changes the context 

Suggest: Put forward to consideration about 
something 

10. In the sentence [10] four words are given in 
bold, Among the given words which of the words 
must be replaced with each other in order to make 
the sentence grammatically and contextually 
correct. 

a. 1-4 

b. 4-3 

c. 2-4 

d. 1-3 

e. No rearrangement required 

Answer: D 

Here usage of for after much is grammatically 
wrong which should be replaced with better and 
usage of better before an is wrong according to the 
context which should be replaced with for. 
Remaining  two word doesn't need replacement. 
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Directions(11-15): In the passage given 
below there are blanks filled with numbers, 
find out the word in each case which 
replaces the number to make the sentence 
grammatically and contextually correct and 
mark that word as your answer 

Punjab National Bank (PNB) today __(11)__ a 
loss of₹4,750 crore for the March quarter, 
bettering its performance from a year ago when it 
reported a loss of 13,417 crore. Fall in__(12)__ , 
indicating better recovery, ample provisions and 
improving assets helped narrow the loss. PNB’s 
provisions declined to ₹7,611 crore in Jan-Mar, 
from₹12,970 crore. PNB’s gross non-performing 
assets (NPA) fell to 15.5% from 18.38% while net 
NPAs __(13)__ to 6.56% from 11.24%. The 
lender’s net interest income grew 37.1% from a 
year ago to₹4,200 crore in the March quarter. Net 
interest margin, a key measure of__(14)__ , rose 
to 2.45% from 1.90% in the March quarter of 2018. 
The bank had incurred a net loss during the 
financial year 2017-18, after it discovered 
over ₹14,000 crore fraud, involving jewellers 
Mehul Choksi and Nirav Modi at its Mumbai Brady 
road branch in January, last year. Thereafter, PNB 
posted losses in three __(15)__ quarters 
beginning January-March (2017-18). Shares of 
PNB traded higher by 0.6% at ₹88 on the National 
Stock Exchange. 

11. 

a. Important 

b. Reported 

c. Decision 

d. Original 

e. None of these  

Answer: B 

Reported: Having been formally announced 
or described 

12. 

a. Provisions 

b. Previously 

c. Series 

d. Content 

e. All of the above 

Answer: A 

Provisions: The act of providing or 
supplying something for use 

13. 

a. International 

b. Statement 

c. Investment 

d. Declined 

e. None of these 

Answer: D 

Declined: Decrease, Reduce 

14. 

a. Programming 

b. Associative 

c. Profitability 

d. Fiction 

e. All of the above 

https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/sbi-clerk-prelims-online-mock-test
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/sbi-po-prelims-online-mock-test
https://t.me/ibpsguide
https://www.facebook.com/ibpsguidance
https://twitter.com/GuideIbps
https://www.instagram.com/ibps_guide
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=apps.ibpsguide.com
http://bit.ly/2TdjuRZ


                                       
 

Click Here for High Quality Mock Test Series for SBI Clerk Pre 2019                Click Here for High Quality Mock Test Series for SBI PO Pre 2019 

                               Follow us:     Telegram ,         Facebook ,          Twitter ,          Instagram       5 

Answer: C 

Profitability: The degree at which an activity 
gains financial gain 

15. 

a. Consecutive 

b. Director 

c. Including 

d. Line-up 

e. None of these 

Answer: A 

Consecutive: Following each other 
continuously 

Directions (16-20): In each of the following 
questions two columns are given containing 
three sentences each. In the first column 
A,B,C and in the second column D,E,F. A 
sentence in the first column may or may not 
connect to the sentence in the second 
column. Identify the correct matching pair 
and mark your answer 

16.  

A. The world’s largest 
airline by 
international 
passengers hit an air 
pocket in the 12 
months through 
April, 

D. is carried on Gulf 
airlines, rising to 
almost 40% if you 
include Etihad 
Airways PJSC’s late 
partner Jet. 

B. That’s a threat to 
Gulf carriers such as 
Emirates. About a 
quarter of India’s 
international air 
traffic 

E. with net income 
falling by more than 
two-thirds to its 
lowest level since 
2002. 

C. Those longer-
range jets put all of 
the Middle East and 
East Asia within 
reach 

F. the other way 
around, with steep 
fuel taxes levied only 
on domestic flights 
and short-haul 
tickets that sell for 
just a few rupees 

a. A-E, B-D 

b. A-E 

c. B-F, C-D 

d. C-E 

e. None of these 

Answer: A 

A-E: The world’s largest airline by international 
passengers hit an air pocket in the 12 months 
through April, with net income falling by more 
than two-thirds to its lowest level since 2002. 

B-D: That’s a threat to Gulf carriers such as 
Emirates. About a quarter of India’s international 
air traffic is carried on Gulf airlines, rising to 
almost 40% if you include Etihad Airways PJSC’s 
late partner Jet. 

17. 

A.  Dilip Shanghvi, 
Managing Director of 
the Company said, “In 
spite of the one-time 
impact for 

D. fiscal, Sun 
Pharmaceutical 
Industries said in a 
filing to BSE. 

 
B. Shares of Sun 
Pharmaceutical 
Industries closed 
at ₹412.90 on BSE,  

E. the same time, we are 
strengthening our core 
operations, optimizing 
the cost structure and 
enhancing our overall 
efficiencies 

C. The company had F. India business, our 
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posted a net profit 
of ₹1,343 crore for the 
corresponding period of 
the previous  

full year sales have 
grown by double digits 

a. C-F, A-D 

b. C-D, A-F 

c. A-E 

d. D-F 

e. None of these 

Answer: B 

C-D: The company had posted a net profit 
of ₹1,343 crore for the corresponding period of the 
previous fiscal, Sun Pharmaceutical Industries said 
in a filing to BSE. 

A-F: Dilip Shanghvi, Managing Director of the 
Company said, “In spite of the one-time impact for 
India business, our full year sales have grown by 
double digits. 

18. 

A. The Statue of Unity 
was by far one of the 
most complex and 
challenging assignments 
we have executed and 
being featured along 
with several other 

D. the globally-
acclaimed 2019 World 
Architecture News 
(WAN) Awards, an 
official said on Tuesday. 

B. The world's tallest, 
Statue of Unity in 
Gujarat built by Larsen 
& Toubro (L&T), has 
entered 

E. Sardar Vallabhbhai 
Patel in the country's 
freedom struggle and 
the stellar role he played 
in unifying the country 
into a nation 

C. Constructed in a 
record 33 months, the 
world's tallest statue 
stands at 182 metre (597 

F. tonnes of concrete 
and 1,700 tonnes of 
bronze cladding went 
into the making of the 

feet) as a memorial to 
the contributions of 

statue by an army of 
over 4,500 designers, 
architects, global 
consultants, engineers 
and workmen 

a. C-E 

b. A-F, C-E 

c. C-E, B-D 

d. A-E 

e. None of these 

Answer: C 

B-D: The world's tallest, Statue of Unity in Gujarat 
built by Larsen & Toubro (L&T), has entered the 
globally-acclaimed 2019 World Architecture News 
(WAN) Awards, an official said on Tuesday. 

C-E: Constructed in a record 33 months, the 
world's tallest statue stands at 182 metre (597 feet) 
as a memorial to the contributions of Sardar 
Vallabhbhai Patel in the country's freedom struggle 
and the stellar role he played in unifying the 
country into a nation. 

19. 

A. They took a 19-day 
price freeze on petrol 
and diesel ahead of the 
Karnataka polls in May 
2018 despite 

D. according to price 
notifications of state-
owned oil companies. 

B. Petrol and diesel 
prices started rising 
soon after the last 
phase of the general 
election concluded,  

E. no sooner were the 
elections over, they 
rapidly passed on to 
customers the desired 
increase  over 16-
straight days post-May 
14, 2018 

C. The price of petrol 
has risen by 83 paisa 

F. and have increased 
by 70-80 paisa per litre 

https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/sbi-clerk-prelims-online-mock-test
https://estore.ibpsguide.com/online-test-series/sbi-po-prelims-online-mock-test
https://t.me/ibpsguide
https://www.facebook.com/ibpsguidance
https://twitter.com/GuideIbps
https://www.instagram.com/ibps_guide
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=apps.ibpsguide.com
http://bit.ly/2TdjuRZ


                                       
 

Click Here for High Quality Mock Test Series for SBI Clerk Pre 2019                Click Here for High Quality Mock Test Series for SBI PO Pre 2019 

                               Follow us:     Telegram ,         Facebook ,          Twitter ,          Instagram       7 

per litre in the nine 
days and diesel by 73 
paisa,  

in the past nine days. 

a. C-F 

b. B-F, C-D 

c. A-E, B-D 

d. D-F 

e. None of these 

Answer: B 

B-F: Petrol and diesel prices started rising soon 
after the last phase of the general election 
concluded, and have increased by 70-80 paisa per 
litre in the past nine days. 

C-D: The price of petrol has risen by 83 paisa per 
litre in the nine days and diesel by 73 paisa, 
according to price notifications of state-owned oil 
companies. 

20. 

A.  A large part of 
BJP’s gain can be 
attributed to the near 
decimation of the 
Congress,  

D. where the latter is in 
government, with chief 
minister Captain 
Amarinder Singh as 
the incumbent 

B. One of the striking 
features of the victory, 
which highlights the 
scale of the mandate 
for the BJP-led NDA is 
that 

E. there are 16 states 
and Union territories 
where the party alone 
has got nearly 50% or 
more vote share. 

C. While there was a 
clear choice for the 
politics of performance 
of the NDA, the people 

F. when the total vote 
share of BJP was 31% 
with more than 170 
million votes. 

a. C-F 

b. B-E 

c. A-D, C-E 

d. A-F, B-D 

e. None of these 

Answer: B 

B-E: One of the striking features of the victory, 
which highlights the scale of the mandate for the 
BJP-led NDA is that there are 16 states and Union 
territories where the party alone has got nearly 
50% or more vote share. 

Directions (21-25): In each of the following 
questions three sentences are given, find if 
there is error in any sentence and mark that 
option as your answer. If there is No error 
then mark E as your answer. 

21. 

A. Alexander Zverev survived a bruising four-hour 
battle to reach the French Open second round on 
Tuesday while dangerman Juan Martin del Potro 
also progressed. 

B. The champion in Geneva last weekend fired 57 
winners past World No. 56 Millman who stunned 
Roger Federer in the US Open last year. 

C. However, he also committed 73 unforced errors 
on a blustery day in the French capital. 

a. Only A 

b. Only B 

c. Both B and C 

d. Both C and A 

e. No error 

Answer: B 
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In is used to indicate a location whereas At is used 
to indicate a place or activity(not sure only 
nearness). Hence in the sentence exact time or 
location is not mentioned in should be replaced 
with at. 

22. 

A. They will also set the course for the India-U.S. 
2+2 talks of Foreign and Defence Ministers 
expected later this year, officials said. 

B. India has thus far put off retaliatory tariffs 
announcing  after U.S. hiked tariffs on several 
goods and declared it would withdraw India’s GSP 
status for exports. 

C. The Secretary of State’s speech is likely to focus 
on attracting Indian investment and purchase 
orders for the U.S. to balance the trade deficit, 
which is present in India’s favour 

a. Only A 

b. Only B 

c. Both B and C 

d. Both C and A 

e. No error 

Answer: C 

As the sentence is in past tense in statement B 
announcing should be replaced with 
announced. And in statement C adjective 
present should be replaced with adverb 
Presently 

23. 

A. In 2014, West Bengal Chief Minister 
Mamata Banerjee did not attend Prime 
Minister Narendra Modi’s swearing-in 
ceremony, but on Thursday she will. 

B. Ms. Banerjee told journalists here on 
Tuesday that she would try to attend the 
ceremony as “constitutional duty and 
courtesy”. 

C. "We will continue to play an Opposition party's 
role and question the government following House 
norms," said a TMC MP. 

a. Only C 

b. Both B and C 

c. Both C and A 

d. Both A and B 

e. No error 

Answer: E 

All the given statements are grammatically 
and contextually correct. 

24. 

A. The Election Commission (EC) on Tuesday 
constituted eight working groups to thoroughly 
appraise specific areas, based on its experience 
while the conduct of the Lok Sabha polls. 

B. Among the issues to be examined are timely 
action in cases of Model Code of Conduct (MCC) 
violations and the legal aspects of enforcement of 
the code. 

C.  Standardisation of addresses and rationalisation 
of polling stations would also be examined, apart 
from legal changes needed to improving electoral 
registrations. 

a. Only C 

b. Both B and C 

c. Both C and A 
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d. Both A and B 

e. No error 

Answer: C 

Generally after while clause is used but here noun 
conduct is used is statement B which is 
grammatically wrong. Hence while should be 
replaced with during( noun is used after this word 
always) 

To is used to indicate direction or relation of 
something where as for is used to indicate the use 
of something. In statement C Improving is given 
which is not direction or relation so to is wrong 
there which should be replaced with for. 

25. 

A. The Chief Minister’s Office and the Raj Bhavan 
said on Tuesday that they have not received the 
resignation letter of Mr. Kataria. 

B. Party officials, speaking on the condition of 
anonymity, said Mr. Kataria had gone to an 
ashram near Nainital in Uttarakhand for 
“meditation”. 

Mr. Kataria, who as a Union Minister during 
the UPA tenure, was elected to the Assembly 
from Jaipur district’s Jhotwara constituency 
last year. 

a. Only A 

b. Both B and C 

c. Both C and A 

d. Both A and B 

e. No error 

Answer: A 

Here in the statement A the sentence is in past 
tense hence Have should be replaced with 
had to make the sentence correct. 

Directions (26-30): In each of the given 
sentence one phrase is given in bold, 
from the given options choose the 
option which correctly replaces the 
phrase such that the meaning of the 
sentence will not change and mark that 
as your answer. 

26. A Bench of Chief Justice Rajendra Menon 
and Justice Brijesh Sethi asked the Centre to 
inform the court what action had been taken 
on the issue raised in the petition. 

a. Has been taken 

b. is being taken 

c. Was taken 

d. Was being taken 

e. No replacement required 

Answer: A 

As the sentence is in present tense had is 
grammatically wrong which should be replaced 
with has been taken (used for present tense) 

27.  Now in its second cycle, the prize 
discussed entrants to answer the question 
‘Is there still no place like home?’ in a 3,000-
word essay.  

a. Asked entrants to 

b. Challenged entrants to 

c. Asking entrants to 

d. Challenging entrants to 

e. No replacement required 
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Answer: B 

Discussion and asking someone is wrong 
according to the context of the sentence 
because the sentence given is about 
competition. So challenge will fit here correctly 
and as the sentence is in past tense 
challenged entrants to will fit here 
correctly. 

28. A spokesperson of Pakistan's Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs had said that it was waiting for 
India to de-escalate tensions before took a 
decision to lift the ban. 

a. Before take a decision 

b. Before take the decision 

c. Before taking a decision 

b. Before taken the decision 

e. No replacement required 

Answer: C 

The sentence is in present continuous tense so 
usage of took (past tense) is grammatically 
wrong which should be replace with present 
continuous tense taking. So before taking a 
decision will fit here correctly. 

29. The most recent round of negotiations earlier 
this month last with no agreement, after Mr. 
Trump more than doubled duties on $200 billion 
in Chinese imports. 

a. Ended with no agreement 

b. Going with no agreement 

c. Ending with no agreement 

d. Lasting with no agreement 

e. No replacement required 

Answer: A 

Last means most recent time or latest or 
coming in final after everything. So last is 
wrong according to the context of the sentence. 
So last with no agreement should be replaced 
with ended with no agreement (past 
tense) to make the sentence correct. 

30. Also sworn in was Morrison’s revamped 
Cabinet, which includes an equal-record 
seven women, and Australia’s first Aboriginal 
federal cabinet minister, Ken Wyatt. 

a. Which gives an 

b. Which takes an 

c. Which shares an 

d. Which applies an 

e. No replacement required 

Answer: E 

Given sentence is grammatically and 
contextually correct. Hence no 
replacement required 
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